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Pandemic Declaration

S165AB(2) of the Act requires the Premier to consult
with, and consider the advice of, the Minister for Health
and the Chief Health Officer (CHO) before making a
pandemic declaration.

S165AE(4) requires the Premier to consult with, and
consider the advice of, the Minister and CHO before
varying, extending or revoking a pandemic
declaration.
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Letters from Premier requesting advice from the Minister and
CHO under 165AE(4) for the making/extension of pandemic
declaration l

Final advice from the Minister and CHO under 165AE(4) for the
making/extension of pandemic declaration provided to DPC
and Premier

Premier considers advice to inform decision about whether to
extend/make a pandemic declaration

|

Pandemic declaration/extension comes into force
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Pandemic Orders

>

>

s165AL(1) requires the Minister to request advice from the CHO before making a pandemic order

s165AL(1)(a) requires the CHO to advise on the serious risk to public health posed; s165AL(1)(b)
requires CHO advice on the public health measures considered necessary or appropriate to address this
risk

s165AL(2)(a) requires the Minister to consider the CHO's advice
Under s165AL(2)(b) the Minister may consider any other matter the Minister considers relevant, including
social and economic factors; under s165AL(3) the Minister may consult any other person before making a

pandemic order

s165A0 requires the Minister to request advice from the CHO before varying, extending or revoking a
pandemic order
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Key dates — CHO advice

8 December 2021
10 December 2021

14 December 2021
15 December 2021

16 December 2021
23 December 2021
30 December 2021
4 January 2022

7 January 2022

9 January 2022

10 January 2022
12 January 2022
19 January 2022
21 January 2022
24 January 2022

Advice key outcome

CHO written advice to Premier re Pandemic Declaration
Pandemic Declaration made

CHO written advice to Minister

CHO verbal advice to Minister

Pandemic Declaration came into effect at 11:59pm (ended 12 Jan)

First set of Pandemic Orders came into effect at 11:59pm (ended 12 Jan)
A/CHO written advice to Minister

CHO written advice to Minister

A/CHO verbal advice to Minister

A/CHO verbal advice to Minister

A/CHO written advice to Premier re Pandemic Declaration extension

Pandemic Declaration Extension made

A/CHO written advice to Minister

Pandemic Declaration Extension and renewed Pandemic Orders came into effect (ends 12 April)
CHO verbal advice to Minister (not yet published)

CHO written advice to Minister (not yet published)

CHO verbal advice to Minister (not yet published)
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Key dates — Pandemic Orders

15 December Movement and Gathering » First Pandemic Orders made under pandemic declaration made
First Pandemic Orders Open Premises » Orders reflected similar settings to those that were made under the CHO Directions with some relaxation of requirements to
Workplace account for changing epidemiology and new legislative framework

Additional Industry Obligations
Hospitals and Care Facilities
Quarantine, Isolation & Testing
Victorian Border Crossing
Mandatory Vaccination

20 December Victorian Border Crossing + Changes to requirements for international aircrew.

23 December Movement and Gathering » Introduction of face covering requirements in indoor spaces.

30 December Quarantine, Isolation and Testing Detention » Changes to isolation periods and close contact definitions

6 January Open Premises » Changes to social settings to reduce density quotients and other settings
Workplace » Reduced capacity for elective surgeries
Additional Industry Obligations » Changes to testing and isolation requirements, including use of RATs

Quarantine, Isolation & Testing

12 January Movement and Gathering + All Pandemic Orders made under the extended pandemic declaration
Open Premises * Minor changes to settings in multiple Orders to account for changing epidemiology
Workplace

Additional Industry Obligations
Hospitals and Care Facilities
Quarantine, Isolation & Testing
Victorian Border Crossing
Mandatory Vaccination

25 January Additional Industry Obligations * Requirements for education workers to have a third dose vaccination by specified dates
Mandatory Vaccination
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CHO role in making Pandemic Orders

Minister requests CHO advice based on epidemiology [and matters set out in s165AL(1)(a) and (b)]

|

CHO provides advice to Minister based on epidemiology [and matters set out in s165AL(1)(a) and (b)]

’

Minister considers CHO advice and

feedback from stakeholders Minister instructs department to draft Pandemic Order Pack

!

Minister considers if Pandemic Orders Pack accurately reflects
his decision, incorporating:

e  Orders

o Minister’s Statement of Reasons

e CHO Advice

e  Statement of Charter considerations

|

Minister signs Pandemic Orders

Pandemic Orders published on Pandemic Order Register s165AP(1)

| Tabling of Pandemic Order(s) before each | | Pandemic Orders pack finalised for publishing within 7 days  Publication in Government Gazette
' House of Parliament (o A copy of, or a written record of, CHO advice as per s165AL(2)(a) i : : . : :
and s165AP(2)(a) i Following making of order publication in full in the next

igeneral edition of Government Gazette; or in a special
i edition within 10 working days s165AR

Owr :h:? )4 S'tmt','; 9 C,I::'s :frpa“f:g';:z . Minister's Statement of Reasons s165AP(2)(b)
er(s) coming into force s Statement of Charter considerations s165AP(2)(c)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Outline of CHO advice

Introduction and summary of advice

How the Act informs this advice

This advice is based on the information that is available

Overview of necessary or appropriate public health measures
Continued public health and social measures in the context of Omicron
Protecting our most vulnerable groups

Protecting our workforces and maintaining service continuity in high-risk
industries

Alignment of policy for a consistent approach
Conclusion

References
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Acting Chief Health Officer Advice to Minister for Health

Advice relating to the making of Pandemic Orders as required by section 165AL
of the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008

Date of advice: 10 January 2022
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Recent advice from Acting CHO

THIS ADVICE |15 BASED ON THE INFORMATION THAT 15 AVAILABLE ......ccccevsissssssssansassnsnnnas B

MY RECORMERNDATIONS ARE BASLD ON WHAT 15 ACHIEVABLE PRACTICALLY oo e e eeee e e e e e e s e e e s e e e e e e e
CAVERVIEW OF THE CURRENT EPIDERIOLOGICAL SITUATION N WICTORIA oo m e ee e m e e meemeemremnen
S Lo [ T ) o Y e T USRS
EMERGIMNG EVIDENCE ABOUT WAL CINE EF P LTI EMESS oo ee e e e e e mee s e meemeee s e e e eem e e semmee s e e memmeamsemsemmnemeemmsamramsemeeee LD
T T o et T o ot S 1 P |
MCDELLING THE IMPACT OF OMAITRIIN o ettt m et et ot mmtm s e m se e et mem et mmam s et 2 e et met s mmammsamesamesmrammene DL
L | ol o L T SO 1.

=] @ L

REFIGIAL



Dieparnment
14 ot Health
St

References

* Awstralian Government. AHPPC statement on testi
levels of COVID-19 community ransmission. Ca
[ritasrd 2027 _kan N&] Awsilshla from: AHPPT state
guarantining in high levels of COWVID-19 commur
Department of Health

# Victorian Department of Health. Coronavines updat
Melbourna. VIC: Victarian Depariment of Health:
htips:ifwww.health vic.gov.suimedia-releases/co

* Wiorld Health Organisation [Intermet]. Geneva Switz
Classification of Omicron (B.1.1 429] SARS-Col
Dec 2021) Avallﬂble at I1L W
[b.1.1.52

* Metwork for Genomic Surveillance in South Africa
Decamber 2021. South Africac Network for Geno
33p. Report: 2021 Dec 17.

2 Karim S8A, Karim QA. Omicron SARS-CoV-2 varie
Lancet [Intermet]. 2021 Dec [cited 2021 Dec 22];
hittpe:!weanw. thedan cet comJaction/showPdf?pii= 501

o Mational Instiute for Communicable Disease South
for Communicable Disease; 2021. National COV
[cited 2021 Dec Z2]. Available at: hitps s i
18/surveillance-reporsnational-covid-19-dally-rep

T United Kingdom Heslth Security Agency. UK Sumn
Health Security Agency; 2021 [updated 2021 De

hittpe: i coromanirus: uk

® Danish Health Authority [Intermet]. Copenhagen De
surveillance; 2021 Dec 21 [cited 2021 Dac 22]. 2

ey Sta i o2 0the e 20 ermiciCONID-10%

9 Mew South Wales Government [Internet]. Sydney b
COVID-19 data and statistics; 2021 Dec 22 [cite
vt ey Evw  Qov, B0 Convkd- 1590 stay-safieid ata-an

' \World Health Organisation, WHO COVID-19 We
2021. Ed 72_ Availabie from: https:/h who.int
update-on-covid-19—28-decembae

21

Mational Institute for Communicable Diseases. L
Africa (2 January 2022). Available at: LATEST C
AFRICA (2 January 2022) - NICD

2 UK Haalth Sacurity Agency. SARS-CoV-2 variante
England. Technical briefing 32. [Interned). 2021 [

B yice, kK/ogove

1042046/ Technical Briefing 32 pdf

Ospanment
o lA of Heolth
=

'3 Danish Health Authority. COVID-19 surveillance. Current data on the
coronavvruszCOVlD-m [Internet]. 2021 Dec 21 (cnad 2021 Dec 2‘
d ‘english/corona-eng/status e-epiden

** Amy Greenbank. Modelling predicting 25.000 COVID cases a day by
preliminary’, repon author says. [Imemet] 2021 Dec 16. Australian
Available at: htt 2
day-january-

'% National Institute for Communicable Diseases. Latest confirmed cas
(5 January 2022). (Internet]. 2021 [cited 6 Jan 2022]. Available at:
OF COVID-19 IN SOUTH AFRICA (5 January 2022) - NICD

' Department of Health Victoria. DIME COVID-19 Integrated Intelligen
Melbourne, VIC: Department of Health.

7 UK Health Security Agency. SARS-CoV-2 variants of concem and v
Eng!and Technical briefing 33. [Inlemeq 2021 Dec 23 [cited 2022

cal Briefing 33, 2 cembe:

'8 Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI), Aus
of Health, 2021. ATAGI recommendauons onthe use of a booster
Accessed 29 December 2021
COVID-18 vaccine | Australian

" Levin EG, Lustig Y, Cohen C, Fluss R, Indenbaum V, Amit S, Doolm
2Ziv A, Rubin C, Freedman L, Kreiss Y, Regev-Yochay G. Waning |
BNT162b2 Cowvid-19 Vaccine over 6 Months New England Journal
DOI: 10.1056/NEJMoa2114583

0 World Health Organization, Enhancing Readiness for Omicron (B.1
Priority Actions for Member States World Health Organization HQ |

41 Willett BJ, Grove J, Maclean O, Wikie C, Logan N, De Lorenzo G et
SARS-CoV-2 Omicron variant exhibits significant antigenic change
in cell entry mechamsm medRxiv [Internet] 2022 Jan 3 [cited 202

2 Andrews N, Stowe J, Kirsebom F, Toffa S, Rickeard T, Gallagher E |
19 vaccines against the Omicron (Bl 1.529) variant of concem. me
[cned 2022 Jan 6. A

43 Australian Government. AHPPC statement on the Omicron public he
opuons Canberra AU Department of Heanh' 2021 Dec 22 [cned

-the-omicron

¢ Australian Government. AHPPC statement on the Omicron public he
options Canberra, AU: Department of Health; 2021 Dec 22. [interr

Dipartimnt
i 1A ot Heatih
Crmprremrt

FAvailable from: AHPPC statement on the Omicron public
| Australian Govermment Depariment of Health

 Liu Y, et al, The impact of non-pharmaceutical intervention
130 countries and temitones. BMC Med, 2021, 19(1kp. 4

26 Bo Y, et al., Effectiveness of non- pharmaceutical intervent
countries from 23 January to 13 April 2020. Int J Infect O

T Talic 5, et al., Effectiveness of public health measures in n
SARS-CoV-2 transmission, and COVID-19 mortality: sys'
2021, 375: p. e06TS08.

8 Chu DK, et al., Physical distancing, face masks, and eye p
transmission of SARS-Cov-2 and COVID-19: a systemat
2020. 305(10242): p. 19732- 1087,

4 Haug N, Geyrhofer L, Londei A, Dervic E. Desvars-Larrive
effectiveness of worldwide COVID-19 government intarve
4: po 1303- 1312,

3 Department of Health Victoria. Chief Health Officer Advice
the making of Pandemic Orders as required by secfion 11
Act 2008 10 December 2021. Melbourne, VIC: Departma
2022 Jan 07] Available from: httpssifweew_health vic.gov.s
minister-from-cho.pdf

1 Department of Health Victoria. Chief Health Officer Advice

the making of Pandemic Orders as required by secfion 11
Act 2008 23 December 2021. Melbourne, VIC: Deparima

2|:|22 Jan D?] Avallablefmm.
nis he-CHO-23-Diec

12 pystralian Institute of Health and Welfare, The first year of
health effects. 2021, Canberra: AIHW.

* Australian Governmeant. ATAGI recommendations on the u
vaccine in individuals who are severaly immunocomgrom
Jan 06) Available from: ATAG| recommendations on the
vaccine in individuals who are severaly iImmunocomgrom
Department of Heslth

* Ministry of Justice (UK) HM Prison and Probation Servica {
https:flassets publishing service. gov.ukigovemmentiuplo
11ME258HMPPS_COVIDA9_Aug21_Pub.pdf

34 Elias C, et al.. The incubation period of COVID-18: A meta
infectious diseases, 2021. 104:708-10.

IEFIGIAL

Department
1A ot Helth
Fearrears

vice

HHSDV22/8238

18 Kang M, et al. Transmission dynamics and epidemiclogical characteristics of Delta vanant infections
in Ching. medRxiv. 2021:2021.08.12.212619081.

37 Jansen L, et al. Investigations of a SARS-CoV-2 B.1.1.5289 (Omicron) Vanant Cluster — Nebraska,
Nowembser — Dacambﬂr 2021. MMWR Morb Monal'u"u'kly Rep 2021. Tl 1782-1784. DO

8 Aystralian Gowvernment. AHPPC statement on the national principles for end-to-end best managed
quaranting arrangements for international travellers. [Intemet] [cited 2022 Jan 04) Available from:
AHPPC statement on national pr |nu|:|es rc and-to-end hest practice mananed guaranting

M Australian Government. Mew approach to Test, Trace, |solate and Quarantine Amrangements (TTIG)
in the context of high levels of COVID-19 community transmission. [Internet]. 2021 [cited 4 Jan
2022]. Available at: Mational Cabinet Statement | Prime Minister of Australia (pm.gov.au)

38



