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Groups SAM has collaborated with

• American Medical Association
• American Academy of Pediatrics
• National Business Group on Health
• American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry
• Other leading public health authorities
• Over 30 state affiliates, including:

• Treatment centers
• Recovery groups
• Prevention organizations
• Law enforcement 
• Leading medical authorities
• Volunteer citizens
• Business groups
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Ultra Potent 
Marijuana
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Source: 
3CCannabis

Not This…
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Marijuana is Not “Just a Plant” Anymore –
Derivatives Contain up to 99% THC 
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Source:  Colorado Department of Revenue:  Market Size and 
Demand for Marijuana in Colorado 

# of MJ users Amount 
Consumed
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Disproportionate Arrests Are Still Occurring

In 2017, African American Arrests
remained unchanged since 2012 --
the year Colorado legalized
recreational marijuana. 

Hispanic and Asian Arrests have 
since gone up within the same 
period.
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Legalization reversing downward trend in youth use

6.85

3.38

Past Year Marijuana Use Past Year Alcohol Use

AOR of Past Year Reported Use in 
States with Non-Medical Marijuana 

Legalization

AOR

Non-Medical Marijuana Legalization (NML) is 
associated with an increased likelihood of 
youth marijuana and alcohol use

• Researchers accounted for an overall 
downward trend in youth substance use 
across the nation to more closely 
scrutinize use in NML states, a factor that 
previous studies may have missed.

• The adjusted odds ratios of youth use of 
marijuana and alcohol in states with NML 
were 6.85 and 3.38, respectively.

• “Among teens, NML may be working 
against hard-won, population-level 
decreases in the prevalence of marijuana 
and alcohol use.”

Bailey et al., 2020
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Past-Month and Past-Year Youth Use in “Legal” States 
Outpaces Such Use in Non-Legal States

NSDUH State Estimates, 2020
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Lancet 2019 Population-Level Study Conclusions

Di Forti et al https://doi.org/10.1016/S2215-0366(19)30048-3

5x
• Regular high potency marijuana users are  

5 times more likely to develop 
psychosis.

• Compared to 3 times more likely for 
regular users of lower potency marijuana 
of the past.
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Study of 1,087 twenty-four-year-olds who reported recent 
marijuana use, found that users of high potency marijuana 
were: 

4x 2x
more likely to abuse marijuana as likely to develop anxiety disorders

In addition to increases in anxiety, the study also found that users of high 
potency were twice as likely to have used other substances in the past 
year and more than three times as likely to be tobacco users.

Association of High-Potency Cannabis Use With Mental Health 
and Substance Use in Adolescence (May 2020)
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Early Marijuana Use and Intensity of Use are 
Associated with Lower Educational Attainment
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Marijuana users show much higher high 
school dropout rates than non-users

Marijuana users that complete high school 
still do poorly on university entrance tests

Med/high intensity use
Low intensity use
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Marijuana use is also associated with lower IQ 
among adolescents

Source: Meier MH et al., PNAS Early Edition 2012

1 Diagnosis
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p = .44 p = .09 p = .02

Dunedin prospective study 
of 1037 subjects born in 
1972-73

Subjects were tested for IQ 
at age 13 and 38 years of 
age.  They were also tested 
for THC use ages 18, 21, 
26, 32 and 38 years of age.
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Youth Marijuana Abuse Linked to Suicide Attempts 
& Self Harm

Fontanella CA, Steelesmith DL, Brock G, Bridge JA, Campo JV, Fristad MA. Association of Cannabis Use With Self-harm and Mortality Risk Among 
Youths With Mood Disorders. JAMA Pediatr. Published online January 19, 2021. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2020.5494

Study Conclusion: Cannabis use disorder is a common comorbidity and risk 
marker for self-harm, all-cause mortality, and death by unintentional overdose 
and homicide among youths with mood disorders. 

These findings should be considered as states contemplate legalizing 
medical and recreational marijuana, both of which are associated with 
increased CUD.
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2019 McMaster University Study: Marijuana Did Not Reduce 
Opioid Use

Canadian Medical Association Journal (2019)

Canadian researchers at McMaster University analyzed 
twenty-three studies with more than 3,600 participants:

• Marijuana did not lead to reduced opioid use during 
treatment

• Also did not lead to people staying in treatment programs
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Targeting Our Youth
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Snob Appeal
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Happiness
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Appeal to youth



Joe Camel 
Returns?

Source: Courtesy Lynn Sylver, PHI
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THC Vape Companies Advertise on Social Media 
with Cartoon Characters Targeted at ComicCon
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2019 Colorado Health Department Report

CDPHE, 2019

• 400% increase in marijuana poisonings of children 0-9 
years of age.

• 23,009 homes with children are not storing marijuana 
products safely.

• 32,800 homes where children 1-14 years of age are 
exposed to second-hand marijuana smoke.
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STUDY: Living Near Marijuana Dispensaries Increases 
Likelihood of Youth Use, Favorable Opinions

https://www.rand.org/pubs/external_publications/EP67909.html

A study published in the journal Addiction in 2019 found that living near a 
marijuana dispensary increases the likelihood of marijuana use and 
frequency of use among young people aged 18-22.

• 84% of the nearly 2,000 participants had 10+ pot shops within 4 
miles of their homes

• Led to increased marijuana use and normalization of the drug
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Revenues v Reality 
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Marijuana-Impaired Driving Fatalities are Skyrocketing

AAA, RMHIDTA,  OLCC

• Washington State & Colorado: More than 
doubled since legalization

• Oregon: 50% of all drivers assessed tested 
positive for marijuana-impairment after 
legalization
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Washington Traffic Safety Study (2018)

1 in5 drivers are 
stoned.
That is up from one in ten prior to legalization. 

64.2% of respondents who reported using marijuana and 
driving stated that they didn’t think that it impaired 
their ability to drive at all. 
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Thank You!

www.learnaboutsam.org

Kevin A. Sabet, Ph.D.
info@learnaboutsam.org


