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Dear Chair

| refer to your email dated 19 June 2023 regarding the Inquiry into increasing the
number of registered organ and tissue donors and request for information regarding
the approach in South Australia to organ and tissue donation registration through the
drivers licence system.

As requested, | provide this additional information for consideration by the
Committee.

South Australia is currently the only jurisdiction in which a person’s interest in organ
and/or tissue donation after death (intention) is captured through drivers licence
arrangements. South Australian residents are prompted to answer an optional
question about their interest in registering to become an organ donor as part of both
online and manual drivers licence application and renewal processes.

The South Australian Department for Health and Wellbeing recently identified that
the organ donation question required standardisation across the manual and online
drivers licence application and renewal platforms. Drivers licence registrations are
managed by the SA Department for Infrastructure and Transport (DIT), and we have
been working collaboratively with DIT to ensure the current agreed organ donation
registration question is consistently updated across all platforms. We expect this
process to be completed shortly.

If a person answers YES to the optional organ donation registration question they
are informed that an organ donor indicator will be shown on any photo permit or
licence issued and recorded on the drivers licence database managed by DIT.
Licensees are informed that their details will be provided to the ‘Australian Organ
Donor Register (AODR) who may contact them for further details. Information held
on the drivers licence database is transferred via encrypted file by officers in DIT to
the AODR, monthly. Details provided to the AODR are Client/Licence Number,

Full Name, Address, DOB, Gender, and Y’ Organ Donor Indicator (all licence
holders who have indicated YES since the last file was generated).

It is our understanding that drivers licence registrants are identified on the AODR as

having registered their ‘intent’ to become an organ/tissue donor after
death. Answering YES to the drivers licence organ donation question records a
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person’s intention to become an organ donor but does not complete the AODR
registration process. A person is still required to complete their full registration on the
AODR by:
e using the Medicare online account through myGov; or
e by completing an online application through the Organ and Tissue Authority;
or
e by completing a form and sending it to Services Australia.

As highlighted by the latest figures in the Australian Donation and _
Transplantation Activity Report 2022 and by the 2018 Ernst and Young Review of
the Australian Organ Donation, Retrieval and Transplantation System (the Review),
South Australia continues to be the jurisdiction with the highest proportion of the
population registered on the AODR. The Review found evidence that

South Australia’s organ donor registration rates have been greatly assisted by the
continued use of the drivers licensing legacy system. Some stakeholders consulted
in the Review highlighted the effectiveness of the licensing system in registering
organ donation intent compared to other jurisdictions which rely on the AODR only.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide additional information regarding

South Australia’s drivers license organ donation registration system for the
Committee’s consideration. If you require any further information, please contact
Amelia Southam on (08) 8436 7062, or at amelia.southam @ sa.gov.au.

Yours sincerely
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DR FAY JENKINS
Acting Chief Public Health Officer
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https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Furl%3Fsa%3Dt%26rct%3Dj%26q%3D%26esrc%3Ds%26source%3Dweb%26cd%3D%26cad%3Drja%26uact%3D8%26ved%3D2ahUKEwiOvM357fv-AhW86jgGHV2qCzMQFnoECBYQAQ%26url%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.donatelife.gov.au%252Fsites%252Fdefault%252Ffiles%252F2023-02%252FOTA%2525202022%252520Donation%252520and%252520Transplantation%252520Activity%252520Report.pdf%26usg%3DAOvVaw3HkZBfFD8_f7FNu0RWv3Bh&data=05%7C01%7CAmelia.Southam%40sa.gov.au%7C946aa037b505438fcd3408db576cdffe%7Cbda528f7fca9432fbc98bd7e90d40906%7C1%7C0%7C638199897344938234%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O5n9rqzLc%2BTCEF2dolnYgyqG%2BixkLdkcyxBrAn5pEvY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2F2020%2F02%2Freview-of-the-organ-donation-retrieval-and-transplantation-system-final-report-final-report.docx&data=05%7C01%7CAmelia.Southam%40sa.gov.au%7C946aa037b505438fcd3408db576cdffe%7Cbda528f7fca9432fbc98bd7e90d40906%7C1%7C0%7C638199897345094438%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OXNiSPIjy1mI4j3w1OKyKnEk4O%2Fb9lDdD5EfidbVS1o%3D&reserved=0
https://www.donatelife.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-02/OTA%202022%20Donation%20and%20Transplantation%20Activity%20Report.pdf



