
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the lands across which we 

meet today, the Wurundjeri and Bunurong people, as well as the 

Traditional Owners of the various lands from which you join us,

acknowledging that sovereignty has never been ceded.

We pay our respects to Elders past and present, and to any First 

Nations people who may be joining us today. 
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The Journey so far…
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Low expectations of people with 
cognitive disability based on 

initial assessments and 
assumptions.

Substantially fewer opportunities 
for everyday political 

conversations. Political learning 
viewed as much lower priority 

than other support needs.

No requirement for meaningful 
political education for people 

with cognitive disability in special 
schools and mainstream schools.

No meaningful practice guidance 
for teachers, supporters, NDIS 
providers regarding addressing 
the substantial lack of inclusion 
in political communication and 

learning.

Substantial hesitation on the part 
of support workers and carers due 
to concerns about partiality, lack 
of own political knowledge, fear 

of undue influence.

Appearance of:

•Lack of ability to understand political 
ideas.

•Lack of engagement with real world 
politics.

•View that supporting people with 
cognitive disability to vote to will 
damage our democracy.



a smaller impact than 

initially assumed:
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Responsibility and rights

Government and Parliament need 
to make sure rights become 

reality. The right to get support 
to learn about politics is a very 
important part of the right to 

vote. At the moment, no one in 
government is looking after this.   

Clever ways to learn about 
politics

Make sure people with cognitive 
disability have opportunities and 
support to learn about politics. 

Learning about voting is only one 
part of this.

Supported Decision Making and 
learning in groups are important.   

Support for political inclusion 
needs to be better.

Supporters, carers, families, the 
NDIS, and the community should 

do more to support people to 
learn about politics.

This support should not be 
avoided. Support needs to be 

more reliable. 

People with cognitive disability 
have a voice.

People with disability have lots to 
say about disability issues, but 

also lots to say about many other 
things. Politicians and government 

need to have more inclusive 
conversations with people with 

cognitive disability.

Political information that is easy 
to understand and access.

There needs to be a large effort 
to make sure political information 
is easy to understand and access. 

This needs to be funded by 
government, run by the 

community, and put in one place.



1. Parliamentary Motion to 
enable political inclusion of 

Victorians with cognitive 
disability

* Affirm the existence of gaps

* Affirm the usefulness of 
accessible language, supported 

decision making

* Affirm that the right to vote 
includes the  right to support to 

learn about politics

* Mandated production of easy 
language materials for election 
candidates and other partisan 

political matters

* Appropriate education 
interventions   

2. Scoping Project

Victorian Government 
sponsored scoping project, with 

oversight from the Electoral 
Matters Committee, to assess 
needs for addressing the gaps 

and refining solutions to ensure 
enfranchisement of Victorians 

with cognitive disability. 
Includes research:

* Development of 
comprehensive framework

* Evidence-based responses to 
perceived and actual risks, with 

mitigations

* Review of education and 
support gaps, with proposed 

interventions

3. Enablement of required 
materials and systems.

* Establishment of formal 
responsibility for 

enfranchisement of people with 
cognitive disability 

* Resourcing accessible 
language material development 

and dissemination systems

* Adequate resourcing of 
intellectual and cognitive 

disability peer networks for the 
purpose of political learning 

and to enable grassroots 
organising

* Resourcing of 
recommendations from (2) 

Scoping Project 

Next steps
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