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Inaugural strategy released in
2016

Strategy update developed to:
» Reflect developments & priorities

g (including COVID-19)
W@T@RﬂA S 4 + Reflect new information/research

» Reflect changes in policy

3@:YEAR - Respond to emerging challenges
INIFRAS TRUCGTUIRE ARR.| Communiy consutaton

central element and required by

D N
S TZI\QATE @y Infrastructure Victoria Act 2015
|

Final updated version will be
delivered to Parliament in mid-
2021
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IMPORTANCE OF
ENVIRONMENTAL
INFRASTRUCTURE

o Multiple functions for ecological and human populations
* Open space
* Vegetation

o Priority for local communities
* Density and more than the minimum of green space
« Connection to nature and open space

o Benefits
* Public health and wellbeing
* Improving biodiversity
* Helping reduce urban temperatures
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CHALLENGES FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL
INFRASTRUCTURE

o Population growth

o Established urban areas

* Open spaces are not connected

» Publicly owned land is not available to be used as open
space — for example: government schools, golf courses

* Reduced canopy cover on private property

o New growth areas

» Particularly vulnerable to heat and fewer trees to provide
shade and support cooling

* Land available for canopy trees has dramatically reduced
in new suburbs
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Open space connectivity
Source: https://vpa.vic.gov.au/strategy-guidelines/metropolitan-open-space-network/
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ESTABLISHED AREA CHALLENGES
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GROWTH AREA CHALLENGES
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IMPROVING DELIVERY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL
INFRASTRUCTURE

Open space
o Improve existing open space
o Open up publicly-owned land to public access

o Finally, consider adding new spaces

Target open space connectivity

o Interconnection is a long-standing Victorian
Government policy goal

o Pay extra attention to neglected areas or convertible
land, such as surface car parks, or school grounds

o Tree coverage on streets can provide connections
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OPEN SPACE CONNECTIVITY

Green Link/ Public
Yarra River green open

—_ Lorimer
.y

Legend
w e Precinct boundary
Wirraway

Biodiversity priority corridor

———  Green link/spine (indicative) Waterway

- s and green
isting public apen space . .

SRIRIOSPSnEn link/corridor

Potential future open space

Interconnected open

Fisherman’s Bend Urban Ecology Study space network

OFFICIAL INFRASTRUCTURE



IMPROVING DELIVERY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL
INFRASTRUCTURE

Open space contributions
o Review and add connectivity as an objective
Offsetting vegetation removal

o Existing trees retained during land development could be counted
towards achieving canopy cover targets on private land

Government funding

o Open space analysis and strategies
o Tree planting on public land

o Upgrading water supplies

Commercial uses of open space

o Opportunities to add cafés and other facilities to help fund open space
improvements and purchases for connectivity e.g. Royal Botanic
Gardens’ outdoor summer cinema
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DRAFT 30-YEAR STRATEGY
RECOMMENDATIONS

o Target 30% tree canopy coverage in new growth areas

Achieve 30% tree canopy coverage in new growth
areas by mandating coverage during precinct

development. Fund relevant Victorian Government
agencies and local government to plant, replace and
maintain canopy trees

o Develop an interconnected open space network

Immediately provide direct funding, and reform the
developer open space contribution scheme, to create
an interconnected open space network and extend
Melbourne’s urban tree canopy
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~ FIND OUT MORE

[ To view the draft strategy, visit

www.infravic.com/30yearstrateqy
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