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Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Aboriginal Victoria appreciates the invitation to respond to the Legislative Assembly’s Inquiry 
into Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations. 
 
Aboriginal Victoria (AV) is part of the Department of Premier and Cabinet and delivers 
programs to strengthen Aboriginal communities in Victoria and support their self-
determination. AV also administers the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 (the AH Act), which 
regulates the protection and management of Aboriginal cultural heritage, including intangible 
cultural heritage, in Victoria. The protection and management of Aboriginal cultural heritage 
is relevant to the Inquiry’s consideration of how environmental infrastructure is secured.   
 
The AH Act recognises Aboriginal people as the primary guardians, keepers and knowledge 
holders of their cultural heritage. AV works with the Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Council (the 
Council), and with Registered Aboriginal Parties –  Traditional Owner corporations appointed 
by the Council to make decisions about the protection and management of cultural heritage 
in their appointed areas. The objectives of the AH Act include promoting the management of 
Aboriginal cultural heritage as an integral part of land and natural resource management. 
Promoting public awareness and understanding of Aboriginal cultural heritage in Victoria is 
another objective.  
 
Urban development has the potential to impact on Aboriginal cultural heritage values, 
especially where it proceeds on previously undisturbed land. In broad terms, construction 
activities that involve significant ground disturbance, including for infrastructure and for 
various types of public and commercial buildings, and the subdivision of land for multiple 
dwellings, are defined in the Aboriginal Heritage Regulations 2018 as ‘high impact activities’. 
If such activities are proposed in ‘areas of cultural heritage sensitivity’, then a cultural 
heritage management plan must be approved before planning authorisation may be granted. 
Areas of cultural heritage sensitivity include places on the Victorian Aboriginal Heritage 
Register, and also specified landforms and areas where Aboriginal cultural heritage is more 
likely to be located. This includes land within 200 metres of waterways, coastal land and 
National Parks. 
 
AV draws to the attention of the Inquiry that the setting aside of environmental assets and 
infrastructure in areas being opened up to development is an avenue and an opportunity for 
protecting and promoting Aboriginal cultural heritage. Many of the types of environmental 
infrastructure described in the Committee’s brochure – parks, open space, forest and 
bushland, wildlife corridors and waterways – may fit the definition of ‘areas of cultural 
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heritage sensitivity.’ Setting aside such places from intensive development, where they 
contain Aboriginal cultural heritage, can facilitate compliance with the Act. It can also add 
substantially to the other environmental and recreational values being protected in open 
spaces, parks and reserves.  
 
Where Aboriginal cultural heritage places are protected within local environmental 
infrastructure, this can contribute to community awareness about Aboriginal cultural heritage 
in local neighbourhoods, making the enduring presence and unique culture of Aboriginal 
people more tangible and relevant. Importantly, it also contributes to the well-being and 
cultural connection of community members who are Traditional Owners, who have unique 
relationships to particular places and objects and are keepers of associated intangible 
heritage, such as cultural knowledge, skills and stories. Dialogue with Traditional Owners is a 
necessary part of the statutory processes of developing cultural heritage management plans 
and obtaining permits. This also becomes an avenue for fostering constructive community 
relationships and contributing to reconciliation and Aboriginal self-determination.  
 
The protection of Aboriginal cultural heritage is a necessary part of planning decisions in 
relation to urban development. An important strength of Victoria’s approach is that the 
AH Act requires consideration of Aboriginal cultural heritage values, and engagement with 
Aboriginal Traditional Owners, ahead of planning decisions and activity authorisations, 
ensuring proper consideration, care and protection of Aboriginal cultural heritage from the 
start. This is not the case in some other Australian jurisdictions.  
 
Additional information about the management and protection of Aboriginal cultural heritage is 
available at www.aboriginalvictoria.vic.gov.au/aboriginal-culture-and-heritage. If you require 
any additional information, please contact Ms Jana Boulet, Manager Heritage Policy 
Coordination . 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 

Travis Lovett 

Acting Executive Director 
Aboriginal Victoria 
 
11 / 09 / 2020 
 




