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Submission to the Legislative Assembly Environment and Planning Committee 

Re: Inquiry into environmental infrastructure for growing populations. 

The Ocean Grove Community Association Inc recognises the critical need for additional environmental 

infrastructure on the southern coast of the Bellarine Peninsula.  Ocean Grove is situated between the 

Barwon River Estuary, Lake Connewarre, and the Ramsar Treaty wetlands of Lake Victoria/Swan Bay, all 

providing habitat for native and migratory birdlife but extremely limited access for recreation.  

The beach, dunes and hinterland between Point Lonsdale and Ocean Grove townships is threatened by 

overuse by adventurous members of the public as population growth on the Bellarine Peninsula 

continues unabated.  Congestion of the established surfing beaches and parklands is leading to dog 

walkers, surfers and fishers moving to more remote and sensitive beach areas, e.g. where the 

endangered hooded plover breeds seasonally. 

The acquisition and rezoning of some uncleared private land abutting Shell Road linking to the Buckley 

Park coastal dunes reserve represents an opportunity to establish extra public space for outdoor 

recreation and educational infrastructure. By creating a refuge for native wildlife with defined walking 

tracks and educational enhancements we could also provide better protection of the birdlife of the Lake 

Victoria wetlands.  A Bellarine Environment and Cultural Heritage Centre has long been proposed but 

never actioned.  A copy of one such proposal is attached. 

In June 2019, The Ocean Grove Community Association facilitated a one-day community forum to 

consider the future of coastal dunes and farmland between the urban area of Point Lonsdale and Ocean 

Grove.  The forum attracted 130 participants with a range of expertise and environmental attitudes.  The 

group was charged with developing a vision of the future of the area and arrived at the following Vision 

Statement, 

“The Southern Bellarine Coastal Project will deliver a sustainable conservation and heritage driven 

protected environmental area that provides community education and is supported by sensitively placed 

and well managed walking paths and bike trails that connect Ocean Grove and Point Lonsdale." 

The Association wishes to submit the final report from that forum for consideration by the inquiry. 

For any further inquiries please contact; 

Noel L Emselle Treasurer OGCA 

 

  

11 September 2020 

Ocean Grove Community Association Inc. 
Reg. No. A0044603T ABN: 55 375 287 652 

Chairperson 

Phil Edwards 
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1 Executive Summary 

1.1 Background 

Ocean Grove Community Association (OGCA) organised a public forum for 21 June 2019, to hear 

from experts, stakeholders, members of the community, and decision-makers on the future 

developments in the “green wedge” between the townships of Point Lonsdale and Ocean Grove.  

1.2 Objective 

The primary objective of the Southern Bellarine Coastal Forum was to produce a draft Vision 

Statement for the future of this area and an understanding of the concerns, opportunities and risks 

of a Southern Bellarine Coastal Trail. A secondary objective was to consider the potential for 

bringing all environmental and cultural heritage assets in the area under the jurisdiction of one 

state and/or local government authority tasked to control future use, public access in order to 

provide education and recreation opportunities. 

1.3 The Process 

Approximately 130 people attended the full day Forum, with 10 speakers covering a wide topic 

range. 1  Through facilitated sessions participants identified, discussed and documented the issues, 

challenges and opportunities. During a final 30 minute session participants were asked to think of 

a future news article announcing the award received for the area being considered in the forum.2  

Analysis of the outputs was conducted post the Forum.3 

1.4 Key Outcomes 

Overall the key outcomes from the forum and the analysis are: 

 Outcome 1: Whatever plan or plans do eventuate there is a genuine desire and need to protect 
and conserve the heritage, culture and environment, particularly in the dunes, Buckley Park 
and the existing designated conservation zones. 

 

 Outcome 2: The need to not only have the Wadawurrung people directly involved in the 
planning but to also take the opportunity to invite the Wadwurrung people to be part of the 
management of the area, to incorporate Wadawurrung people place names and provide a 
learning experience for visitors. 

 

 Outcome 3: The purchase of selected parcels of currently private land by Trust for Nature to 
ensure the protection and provide space for a future Cultural, Heritage and Environment 

                                                      

1 See Section 2.2 of this Report for the list of speakers and their subject areas. 

2 Details of the participants raw data on opportunities and risks and future news articles can be found on the OGCA website document tab 
wwwogca.com.au  

3 Detail of the analysis methods and the outputs can be found in Section 4 of this Report. 
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Education Centre. Purchase of these parcels of land will also increase the flexibility in planning 
of possible bike and pedestrian trail routes. 

 

 Outcome 4: Bikes and Pedestrians should be separated where possible. 

 

 Outcome 5: The route of any bike trail should be outside the sensitive areas with a strong 
preference for a bike trail to be along the southern side of Shell Road with connections to Point 
Lonsdale and The Bellarine Rail Trail. 

 

 Outcome 6: Any pedestrian walking trail(s) within the area should be designed and built to 
have minimum impact and should be clearly marked, signed and appropriately fenced to 
ensure protection of the environmental, cultural and heritage aspects of the area while still 
achieving a good user experience.  Dogs should not be allowed in the sensitive areas. 

 

 Outcome 7: Tourism needs to be carefully managed and controlled to prevent overuse but still 
contribute to the positive education experience of the environment and the cultural and 
heritage aspects of the area. 

 

 Outcome 8:  A Vision Statement 

 

1.5 Vision Statement 

 

“The Southern Bellarine Coastal Project will deliver a sustainable conservation 

and heritage driven protected environmental area that provides community 

education and is supported by sensitively placed and well managed walking 

paths and bike trails that connect Ocean Grove and Point Lonsdale." 

 

1.6 Next Steps 

Ocean Grove Community Association believes the next major steps are: 

 Determine what each of the government departments and statutory bodies with oversight 

of the PCRZ and RCZ designated conservation and aboriginal cultural heritage sensitivity 

areas has already achieved in terms of audits of assets on both public and private land and 

what they envisage as necessary in the future. 

 Determine which organization or organisations are prepared to seek funding for the 

conduct of a Feasibility Study for acquisition of private land for incorporation into an 

integrated coastal wildlife reserve.   
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 Determine possible funding sources for cultural heritage and environmental impact 

statements and options-based cost estimates. 

 Subject to a positive Feasibility Study, development of a Business Case. 
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2 Introduction 

2.1 Purpose of the Forum  

Ocean Grove Community Association (OGCA) organised a public forum for 21 June 2019, to hear 

from experts, stakeholders, members of the community, and decision-makers on the future 

developments in the “green wedge” between the townships of Point Lonsdale and Ocean Grove. 

2.2 Forum Objective 

The primary objective of the Southern Bellarine Coastal Forum was to produce a draft Vision 

Statement for the future of this area and an understanding of the concerns, opportunities and risks 

of a Southern Bellarine Coastal Trail. 

A further objective was to consider the potential for bringing all environmental and cultural 

heritage assets in the area under the jurisdiction of one state and/or local government authority 

tasked to control future use, public access in order to provide education and recreation 

opportunities.  This has become even more relevant as the Victorian Government considers 

legislation in respect to “distinctive areas and landscapes”. 

2.3 Background 

The south-east coast of the Bellarine Peninsula in the City of Greater Geelong between the 

townships of Point Lonsdale and Ocean Grove and much of the privately-owned hinterland back 

to Shell Road is zoned as Rural Conservation (RCZ). There are also four Public Conservation and 

Recreation (PCRZ) zones within the area including Lake Victoria and two smaller lakes plus the 

long narrow sand dune area known as Buckley Park Coastal Reserve. 

Lake Victoria, the surrounding marshland and abandoned shell grit mining wetlands are adjacent 

to and important for Australia’s commitment to the international RAMSAR Wetlands Treaty. 

Parks Victoria has responsibility for the lakes themselves. 

Adjacent to the Lake Victoria reserve is the long narrow sand dune barrier known as Buckley Park 

Coastal Reserve. Most of this reserve is managed by City of Greater Geelong. Borough of 

Queenscliffe manages the dune section from Fellowes Road to the Lighthouse Reserve. 

The coastal reserve has a volunteer friends group supports its conservation and helps to manage 

weeds and feral animals.  Bellarine Catchment Network, Ocean Grove Coastcare volunteers and 

the “Green Army” have done some restoration work at the western end of the reserve. An 

"adventure trail" linking the coastal towns of Queenscliff, Point Lonsdale, Ocean Grove, and 

Barwon Heads has been on the agenda of G21 and previous departments of State Development 
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for a considerable time but there is a missing link between the townships of Point Lonsdale and 

Ocean Grove/Collendina.   

Several informal walking/cycle tracks have been forged across some of the private land by walkers 

and mountain bikers, but public access from the land side has been discouraged since the military 

withdrew at the end of WWII. 
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3 Forum Conduct 

3.1 General 

At the forum, the issues, challenges and opportunities ahead were identified and discussed by 

approximately 130 members of the local and broader community. Attendees included 

representatives of the Wadawurrung people, community groups, landowners, environmental 

groups, local and state governments and interested citizens. 

 

 

Peter Haffenden from Friends of Buckley Parks speaking to forum participants 

 

Ten sessions were held where speakers presented facts and opinions on the opportunities and risks 

that are relevant to further developments along the coastal strip and adjacent private land.  

Questions were taken from the audience via smartphones and ranked by the facilitation software 

for priority of answers.  Subsequently speakers had the opportunity to address all of the questions 

logged and these are published on the OGCA website. 

3.2 Program of Presenters 

The program of presenters is shown in in the following table. 
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Southern Bellarine Coastal Forum  - Friday 21 June 2019 
Shell Road Pavilion   -   Shell Road Ocean Grove. 

Time Topic Speaker Duration 

9:30 AM Registration and Morning Tea -  30 
10:00 AM Welcome to Country and Introductions OGCA Chair and Facilitator 10 

 
 

  
10:10 AM A Reflection on the Coast of the Southern 

Bellarine 
Noel Emselle and John Wynn 30 

    
10:40 AM The Significance of the Southern Bellarine to First 

Nation Culture 
Corrina Eccles, Cultural Education 
Coordinator, Wadawurrung Aboriginal 
Corporation 

15 

10:55 AM Audience Q & A & facilitated session Martin De Los Rios, Facilitator 15 
    

11:10 AM Settlement Strategy October 2018 – Significance 
to Bellarine Coastal Properties 

Jessica Hurse, Acting Manager, Planning 
Strategy and Urban Growth, City of Greater 
Geelong 

15 

11:25 AM Audience Q & A & facilitated session Martin De Los Rios, Facilitator 15 
    

11:40 AM Environmental Assets in the Buckley Park and 
Lake Victoria Reserves 

Peter Haffenden, Friends of Buckley Park 15 

11:55 AM Audience Q & A & facilitated session Martin De Los Rios, Facilitator 15 
12:10 AM LUNCH 30 
12:40 PM Beach and Sand Dune Geology and Vulnerability Assoc. Prof. David Kennedy, Melbourne 

University 
15 

12:55 PM Audience Q & A & facilitated session Martin De Los Rios, Facilitator 15 
    

1:10 PM Volunteer Environmental Projects of the South 
East Bellarine 

Matt Crawley, Program Manager, Bellarine 
Catchment Network 

15 

1:25 PM Audience Q & A & facilitated session Martin De Los Rios, Facilitator 15 
    

1:40 PM Trust for Nature and Environment Protection of 
Private Property 

Chris Lindorff, Regional Manager, Trust for 
Nature 

15 

1:55 PM Audience Q & A & facilitated session Martin De Los Rios, Facilitator 15 
    

2:10 PM Recreation and Ecotourism Benefits of Nature 
Reserves and Shared Trails 

Brett Ince, CEO Geelong and Bellarine 
Tourism Board (formally Director Tourism 
and Visitor Experience, Parks Vic.) 

15 

2:25 PM Audience Q & A & facilitated session Martin De Los Rios, Facilitator 15 
2:40 PM AFTERNOON TEA 15 
2:55 PM Cycling Safety on the Bellarine Bob Jordan, President, Bike Safe Geelong / 

Surfcoast 
15 

3:10 PM Audience Q & A & facilitated session Martin De Los Rios, Facilitator 15 
    

3:25 PM Return Tourists - Birds that Visit the Bellarine 
Peninsula Each Year 

Barry Lingham, Geelong Field Naturalists 15 

3:40 PM Audience Q & A & facilitated session Martin De Los Rios, Facilitator 15 
    

3:55 PM Group Participation Workshop Martin De Los Rios, Facilitator 30 
4:25 PM Closing Summary and "Where to from here?" Phil Edwards, Ocean Grove Community 

Association 
5 

4:30 PM CLOSE  
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3.3 Presenters Key Points 

 The following is a summary of the key points from across all the forum speakers. 

 The traditional owners of the land should be consulted about future developments and there 

is a need for a comprehensive assessment of the cultural assets and special places on both public 

and private land. 

 The City of Greater Geelong Planning and Environment departments are well aware of the 

environmental values and issues pertaining to the private land adjacent to the reserves and 

have conservation overlays in place.  

 Natural vegetation and sand dune stability in the Buckley Park Coastal Reserve has been 

preserved by its isolation so making it more accessible to the public carries serious risk of losing 

its rural character and impacting on native flora and fauna. 

 Trust for Nature have already identified some parts of the private land for potential purchase. 

 Lake Victoria forms an important habitat for many of these species. Along with Swan Bay and 

Mud Islands, the lake provides a critical feeding zone that is used to boost the birds’ weight 

prior to their annual migration north. 

 Safety of cyclists is greatly improved by using off-roads trails or tracks. 

 The sand dune system is dynamic and sand tends to move in and out from the shoreline as 

well as along the coast to the east with prevailing weather and ocean swells. 

 There are a wide range and large number of active community and “friends of” groups across 

the Bellarine many of which work cooperatively with the Bellarine Catchment Network on a 

range of projects. 

3.4 Facilitated Sessions 

Participants were invited to make short written comments on Post-it Note slips noting any 

immediate thoughts about perceived opportunities and risks and post them on the notice boards 

provided.  Almost 200 comments were recorded. 

Following each speaker’s presentation the speaker was asked to answer the top three questions 

recorded by forum participants using their smartphones/portable devices and the 

“polleverywhere” software. Any other questions captured in the polleverywhere software were 

sent to the respective speakers after the forum by the Ocean Grove Community Association with 

questions responses progressively posted under the Documents tab on the Ocean Grove 

Community Association website. 
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http://www.ogca.com.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=160&Itemid=540&

jsmallfib=1&dir=JSROOT/Southern+Bellarine+Coastal+Forum+-+Presenters+Answers 

After each speaker’s presentation and the top three questions the Forum Facilitators encouraged 

the forum participants in their table groups to discuss for about 15 minutes the subject of the 

presentation, in the context of paths and trails, and to collectively identify what they believed were 

the opportunities and risks. Forum participants were asked to record their opportunities and risks 

on post it notes and place them on the A1 map boards provided on each side of the room.  

The process was repeated following each of the ten speakers. 

 

 

The post it notes begin to grow as the day progressed 

 

http://www.ogca.com.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=160&Itemid=540&jsmallfib=1&dir=JSROOT/Southern+Bellarine+Coastal+Forum+-+Presenters+Answers
http://www.ogca.com.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=160&Itemid=540&jsmallfib=1&dir=JSROOT/Southern+Bellarine+Coastal+Forum+-+Presenters+Answers
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Post it notes in full flow 

3.5 Participants View of the Future 

During a final 30 minute session participants were asked to think of a future news article 

announcing the award received for the area being considered in the forum. They were asked to 

name the award and write the key points of the short newspaper article and then post that on the 

back windows of the venue for all participants to peruse. A sample of some are shown in the 

following images. Typed copies of all the articles can be found on the Ocean Grove Community 

Association website using the following link. 

http://www.ogca.com.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=160&Itemid=540&

jsmallfib=1&dir=JSROOT/Southern+Bellarine+Coastal+Forum+-+Participants%27+Articles 

 

http://www.ogca.com.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=160&Itemid=540&jsmallfib=1&dir=JSROOT/Southern+Bellarine+Coastal+Forum+-+Participants%27+Articles
http://www.ogca.com.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=160&Itemid=540&jsmallfib=1&dir=JSROOT/Southern+Bellarine+Coastal+Forum+-+Participants%27+Articles
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A sample of future news articles 
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4 Forum Analysis 

4.1 Identifying Themes 

After the forum each and every one of the 196 post it notes was allocated a number and recorded 

into Microsoft Excel spreadsheets of Opportunities and Risks.   Common themes were identified 

and each post it note was then allocated to a main theme and where appropriate a secondary or 

third theme.  Where the post it note was not related to the forum subject for example, “Protect the 

Bellarine – bomb the bridge” or …. “There are many empty homes used once or twice a year only 

in Portarlington and Indented Heads and St Leonards. What can you do about that?” the post it 

note was allocated to OTHER. 

The themes and the relative distribution of post it notes to the themes is shown below. 

 

 

Distribution of Opportunities by Theme  
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Distribution of Risks by Theme 

4.2 Macro Observation 

Interestingly at the macro level numerically the key opportunity theme and key risk theme were 

both “Conserve & Protect” and the major difference numerically between Opportunities and Risks 

themes was in the theme “Culture and Heritage” with Opportunities being numerically greater 

than Risks. 

4.3 Theme Summaries – Opportunities 

 

 Opportunity – Conserve & Protect (28%).  The comments ranged from no access at all to 

achieve protection and conservation, through to limited, defined and controlled access and no 

dogs. There was a recurring preference for Buckley Park and the dunes segment of the overall 

area to be protected and preserved at all costs. 

 Opportunity – Route Options (25%). Route options comments were generally in favour of 

separating bikes from pedestrians. Utilising the south side of Shell Road for bikes to connect 

Ocean Grove to Point Lonsdale and concurrently to the Bellarine rail trail was a frequent 

comment. Pedestrian trails comments were more about walking through the area not around 

with clearly defined, marked and signposted routes. 

 Opportunity – Culture & Heritage (23%). Common comments strongly reflected the 

opportunity to engage with the Wadawurrung people in developing whatever a solution or 

solutions might be; to rename using Wadawurrung place names, to avoid and protect sensitive 

cultural areas and to incorporate appropriate educational signage. 
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 Opportunity – Educate (15%). Comments were supportive of some form educational aspect to 

be included with a strong education focus in indigenous heritage and environmental 

conservation/protection education. Comments ranged from a Cultural & Heritage (Education) 

Centre to interpretive signage. 

 Opportunity – Management (6%). Comments reflected an opportunity for Trust for Nature to 

procure an appropriate part of the land area (probably broadly defined as the areas already 

designated conservation zones but which are currently vacant private land) and consolidate 

management under a better management model. 

 Opportunity – Other (3%).   One of the comments indicated the opportunity to involve local 

youth in tourism. Overall the other comments were not related to the subject of the day. 

4.4 Theme Summaries – Risks 

  

 Risks – Conserve & Protect (35%). The key focus in the Risk Theme – Conserve and Protect 

was around the risks to the dunes, Buckley Park and the remnant vegetation caused by people 

and increased people access that would be generated by paths. Where alternatives routes were 

mentioned they included using Shell Road and/or any internal path to be outside of Buckley 

Park and the designated conservation areas and fenced to prevent access to Buckley Park and 

the dunes. 

 Risks – Erosion (18%). Overall the comments focused on the risk of increased dune erosion 

that would be caused by people in addition to the impact of natural erosion.  

  Risks – Fauna (15%). People and their dogs were identified at the key risk to the fauna with 

the hooded plover called out by many comments. However some comments were more 

broadly focused on risks to all fauna, permanent and migratory.  Some mentioned feral animals 

that are already a problem for native species (especially indigenous and migratory birds) in 

this area. 

 Risks – Safety (10%). Risks identified under the safety theme were the risk to pedestrians from 

bikes on shared trails and the lack of safe space currently on Shell Road to support some form 

of shared trail. 

 Risks – Other (9%). Comments where broad and in most cases no directly linked to the subject 

of the forum. For example; the number of holiday homes across the Bellarine, marine parks, 

the control of the Pt Lonsdale development and sewerage management at the same. 
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Risks – Management (7%). Comments generally focused on overall management, control and 

enforcement, maintenance and rubbish collection, and the need to engage local landowners. 
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5 Potential Trail and Path Routes 

5.1 Overview 

There was a consensus that pedestrian and cycling links between the coastal townships of Ocean 

Grove, Point Lonsdale and the Bellarine Rail Trail represent an opportunity on the fronts of, 

Recreation, Tourism and Education, provided that Culture and Heritage and the Conservation and 

Protection of the flora and fauna can be managed satisfactorily. 

With these thoughts in mind we have produced an overlay to the Planning Map provided by City 

of Greater Geelong to show potential trail routes so that these can be analysed from the standpoint 

of the perceived opportunities and risks. The map is at Section 10 to this report. 

The assumption is made that cycling should be excluded from any trail that passes through 

marshland, woodland, or near aquatic bird habitat. However, there is a good case for a coastal 

nature trail for pedestrian use only is we can find a route that allows for environmental education 

and appreciation of the culture of the first nation people. 

We also envisage that the property known as 322 Shell Road (or at least the part zoned as Rural 

Conservation - Schedule 11), will become a wildlife reserve or state park, and a Cultural & Heritage 

Interpretive Centre will be established on Shell Road (as marked at Point L). 

5.2 Coastal “Nature Trail” Routes 

Point A at the left of the map is reached by footpaths on Ocean Throughway from the coastal 

shared trail link from the surf beaches and beyond to Barwon Heads.  Parking is available for 

pedestrians at the 7W and 6W dune crossing paths near Point B. 

To reach point M, we offer two options for consideration.  The simplest is to follow the fence line 

from Point B, past the caravan park which would necessitate a security fence and perhaps CCTV 

to assure the caravan owners of their safety and privacy.     

Alternatively, we show a dotted line for a raised walkway behind the ridge of the sand dunes.  

Such a feature could be built by the “top-down” method with little disturbance to habitat or 

erosion risk.  Clearly there are areas within the private land of 322 Shell Road (or some of the 

denuded dune areas) that could be reinstated as off-set for any vegetation removal or damage to 

habitat. 

From Point M to N a trail could follow routes already blazed by trespassing mountain bike riders 

avoiding areas of significant heritage or cultural values and offering access to address weeds and 

feral predators. 
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From Point N to Point O (where we link to Ocean Road, Point Lonsdale) we need to negotiate with 

the landowner about any concerns in using tracks that are already in place.  Alternatively, we 

could follow the boundary of the Rural Conservation zone to the end of Gill Road which then links 

to Fellows Road, Point Lonsdale at Point P. 

5.3 Inland “Nature Trail” Routes 

We show an existing route from Point M, through the scrubland and past the wetlands in 322 Shell 

Road to a hypothetical Interpretive Centre on Shell Road at Point L. 

We also suggest for further investigation with the landowners, a trail around the northern bank of 

Lake Victoria from Point L via Points Q, R, S to T at Emily Street Point Lonsdale where Parks 

Victoria have a gate and signage.  A path from Point S leads around the southern bank of the Lake 

Victoria, which is unsuitable for off-road cycles, but that does not stop them.  It travels quite close 

to migratory bird feeding grounds and has little shady cover so if the less popular (with birds) 

northern bank is available it would be prudent to close the southern Parks Victoria track. 

5.4 Shared Cycle/Pedestrian Routes 

Noting the opportunity for family cycling and school age riders, as well as cycling tourism, there 

was some support for providing recreational cyclists with a safer route than Shell Road.   

A cycle route from Point A, B and C along Bonnyvale Road to D Banks Road/Shell Road corner 

(at the top of a hill) involves a 60 km/h sealed road so a solution might be a wider cycle lane or a 

speed reduction to 40km/h. 

An alternative route is shown from Point C to Point L by using the Public Use Zone easement 

(which we think is controlled by Barwon Water).  From there we follow the boundaries or existing 

farm tracks to the Cultural and Heritage Centre at Point L.  This is a bit more scenic, eliminates the 

big hill and a busy intersection.  

The verge on Shell Road is almost wide enough to make a path along the fence-line of the 

properties on the southern side.  Noting that that would interfere with significant “biodiversity 

Conservation Zone” signage, we suggest acquisition of a 5-metre wide strip from each of the 

landowners in the 80 km/h zone and introduction of appropriate vegetation. 

From Point L, Shell Road will take riders to the outskirts of The Point development area which 

will have trails linking to the Bellarine Rail Trail at Murray Road. 
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A suggested alternative raised at the forum involves the use of little-used Clowes Lane and 

Creswell Road shown as Points E to F and G.  Again, we link to The Point development and Lakers 

Siding on the Bellarine Rail Trail for the ride to Queenscliff and Point Lonsdale. 

5.5 Sensitive Construction of Paths 

Construction of any path in a sensitive area must include analysis of the how to achieve no or at 

least minimum impact to the environment while providing safe, enjoyable and educational 

experience. Path construction impact minimalisation must also be an integral part of any planning. 

There are many occurrences where this has been successfully achieved nationally and 

internationally. 
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6 Feedback and Additional Information 

6.1 Feedback Received 

OGCA circulated a copy of the Forum Report to all Forum attendees who provided an email 

address during the Forum seeking feedback and comment.  Feedback is summarized below, 

however for transparency the full responses are included in Sections 11 – 14. 

Detailed feedback was received from: 

 Ivan St Clair – Point Lonsdale Resident covering Fire & Security Issues, Bike Rider Safety 

Issues and Hooded Plover Issues.  

– Mr St Clair’s position was that a strategy of developing an access pass on the north side 
of the sand dunes, similar to the Bellarine Rail Trail would: 

 enable Emergency Services personnel to assist as and when required 

 enable cyclists to avoid dangerous main roads 

 facilitate the management and control of a sensitive environmental area, and  

 could assist in educating the public about the area. 

– Mr St Clair stated “However, to achieve this will require an enlightened and co-ordinated 
approach including the protection of local flora and fauna, acknowledgment of traditional owners 
and co-operation between the three levels of government and the various departments within 
them as well as the multitude of special interest groups.” 

– A copy of Mr St Clair’s feedback is attached at Section 12. 

 

 Geelong Environment Council (GEC) advised of their significant concerns for the 
preservation and protection of the area between Ocean Grove and Pt Lonsdale. 

– GEC said in part: “It was the view of the majority of attendees at the Forum that environmental 
protection is the highest priority for the area between the two highly developed towns. 

– GEC considers the open space between Buckley Park and the Moremac development, including 
Lake Victoria, the open space with woodland and wetland areas, is the most important area with 
landscape views, natural values and protected vegetation and bird habitat on the Bellarine.” 

– Further GEC believe the Vision Statement as written does not give an honest statement 
of the views of the meeting. 

– GEC proposed an investigation into the creation of a shared trail between the two towns 
which follows the Shell Road corridor. 

– A copy of the Geelong Environment Council feedback is attached at Section 13. 

 

 Community Environment Groups provided a consolidated response. The responses 
represented Geelong Field Naturalists Club, Ocean Grove Coastcare Group, Friends of Ocean 
Grove Nature Reserve, Friends of Buckley Park, Friends of Hooded Plover Bellarine and 
Bellarine Catchment Network. 

– The basis of the comments looked at risks to any environmental values and placed these 
values as the highest priority.   
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– Community Environment Groups at this stage does not look to recommend / support 
any proposed route for the proposed trail as the full details are not known as yet. 

– A copy of the Community Environment Groups feedback is at Section 14. 

 

 Barwon Water have provided two maps of the area showing the Barwon Water easements 
that runs through part of the area.  

 

– A copy of the Barwon Water easement maps is at Section 11. 

– The Barwon Water easements may provide a possible route for a combined walking and 
bike path. 
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7 Conclusions 

7.1 Key Outcomes 

Overall the key outcomes from the forum and the analysis are: 

 Outcome 1: Whatever plan or plans do eventuate there is a genuine desire and need to protect 

and conserve the heritage, culture and environment, particularly in the dunes, Buckley Park 

and the existing designated conservation zones. 

 Outcome 2: The need to not only have the Wadawurrung people directly involved in the 

planning but to also take the opportunity to invite the Wadwurrung people to be part of the 

management of the area, to incorporate Wadawurrung people place names and provide a 

learning experience for visitors. 

 Outcome 3: The purchase of selected parcels of currently private land by Trust for Nature to 

ensure the protection and provide space for a future Cultural, Heritage and Environment 

Education Centre. Purchase of these parcels of land will also increase the flexibility in planning 

of possible bike and pedestrian trail routes. 

 Outcome 4: Bikes and Pedestrians should be separated where possible. 

 Outcome 5: The route of any bike trail should be outside the sensitive areas with a strong 

preference for a bike trail to be along the southern side of Shell Road with connections to Point 

Lonsdale and The Bellarine Rail Trail. 

 Outcome 6: Any pedestrian walking trail(s) within the area should designed and built to have 

minimum impact and should be clearly marked, signed and appropriately fenced to ensure 

protection of the environmental, cultural and heritage aspects of the area while still achieving 

a good user experience.  Dogs should not be allowed in the area. 

 Outcome 7: Tourism needs to be carefully managed and controlled to prevent overuse but still 

contribute to the positive education experience of the environment and the cultural and 

heritage aspects of the area. 

 Outcome 8:  A Vision Statement 
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8 Vision Statement 

 

Part of the Forum objective was to develop a Vision Statement. The following was developed 

from the analysis of the forum. 

 

 

 

“The Southern Bellarine Coastal Project will deliver a 

sustainable conservation and heritage driven protected 

environmental area that provides community education 

and is supported by sensitively placed and well 

managed walking paths and bike trails that connect 

Ocean Grove and Point Lonsdale." 
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9 Next Steps 

9.1 Distribution of the Final Report 

Distribution of this Forum Report will include:  

 All Forum Presenters. 

 All Forum attendees who provided a valid email address through the Forum eventbrite 

registration process. 

 All Forum sponsor groups. 

 Bellarine Ward Councillors. 

 Lisa Neville’s office. 

 CoGG Shared Trails Master Plan development team. 

 DEWLP - The Bellarine Distinctive Area and Landscapes project team. 

 All Ocean Grove Community Association members. 

 Other interested parties. 

9.2 What Next 

Ocean Grove Community Association believes the next major steps are: 

  An organization or organisations to fund the conduct of a Feasibility Study including cultural 

and environmental impact statements and options based cost estimates. 

 Subject to the Feasibility Study the development of a Business Case. 
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10 Potential Trail & Path Options 

Map of Potential Trail and Path Options 
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11 Feedback - Barwon Water Easement Maps 

Map - Barwon Water Easement 
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Map - Barwon Water Easement - East 
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12 Feedback – Response from Mr St Clair 

Mr Noel Emselle 

Forum Convenor for OGCA 

Via Email: noel.emselle@gmail.com 

 

14 October 2019 

 

Re: SOUTHERN BELLARINE COASTAL FORUM DRAFT REPORT 

 

Dear Noel, 

 

Firstly congratulations on running the Southern Bellarine Coastal Forum in May and my apologies 
for not responding sooner. I have only just realised that there were quite a few other parties at the 
forum that had similar thoughts to my own.  
 

I have therefore gathered my thoughts into the attachments to this letter, circulated these to a 
number of friends and incorporated their feedback. I think it makes a compelling case for managing 
the local natural resources to accommodate the growth and development in the immediate vicinity 
and, to a lesser extent, the growing demands of the Bellarine generally. 
 

In essence, local population growth is inevitable, and the environment will change. As much as 
people want it to remain as it was 50 years ago, it is naïve to think that is possible. We have the 
choice to either try and preserve and manage the local environment for flora and fauna and educate 
successive generations on why it is important. Or, we can lock it up, prohibit access and wait for the 
inevitable. I know which approach I think has the most chance of success in the long run. 
 

 In the attachments I have raised and addressed issues associated fire and security, bike rider safety 
and the hooded plover. I think the compelling arguments lie in risk management. In January 2018 
and January 2019, the local police have had to intervene in parties of over 300 youths in the Point 
Lonsdale sand dunes. Fires have been lit and fights have broken out. Fortunately, ready access to 
those dunes means the Police and Emergency Services personnel are in a position to provide 
assistance where required. If and when the recalcitrant youths (not all local I would add) realise that 
they can move further west and be beyond the reach of Emergency Services – we have the potential 
for both serious injury and substantial environmental damage. 
 

Shell Road is not a safe road for cyclists. As the population grows, both the vehicle traffic and cycling 
traffic will increase. Without an alternative, it is only a matter of time until riders are injured. 
 

The strategy of developing an access path on the north side of the sand dunes, similar to the Bellarine 
Rail Trail, would: 

• enable Emergency Services personnel to assist as and when required 

• enable cyclists to avoid dangerous main roads 

• facilitate the management and control of a sensitive environmental area, and  
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• could assist in educating the public about the area. 

 

However, to achieve this will require an enlightened and co-ordinated approach including the 
protection of local flora and fauna, acknowledgment of traditional owners and co-operation between 
the three levels of government and the various departments within them as well as the multitude of 
special interest groups. 

 

I think you made a great start in May and will look forward to assisting where I can. 
 

Best regards 

Ivan St Clair 

Resident 

Point Lonsdale 
 

Attachment I – Fire and Security Issues 

Attachment II – Bike Rider Safety Issues 

Attachment III – Hooded Plover Issues 

 

FIRE AND SECURITY ISSUES      Attachment I 

 

Situation 
 

The north side of the sand dunes along the coastal strip between Ocean Grove and Point Lonsdale 
are wooded, impossible to access by vehicle and present a significant fire and security risk. The area 
is designated as a “bushfire prone area” in the City of Greater Geelong Municipal Fire Management 
Plan.   
 

Prior to 2018 there have been many reports of underage teenagers partying in the sand dunes along 
Ocean Road, Point Lonsdale, lighting fires and leaving extensive amounts of rubbish. These activities 
have increased in recent years and been highlighted several times by police, local government and 
reported in the media. 

In January 2018 a group of several hundred mainly underage teenagers gathered for a ‘Dune Party’ 
near the corner of Fellows Road and Ocean Road. The press reported that  

fires were lit on the dunes requiring both the CFA and the Police being called in. Police allegedly had 
bottles thrown at them by the party goers.  

In January 2019, a teenage boy was stabbed, and two others assaulted at an out-of-control party of 
more than 300 on the sand dunes near Point Lonsdale. It was reported that fires were lit. 

The eastern side of Fellows road is part of the Borough of Queenscliff and the western side is part of 
the City of Greater Geelong. 

Problem 

Youths are likely to move their parties further west along the sand dunes to escape prying eyes and 
the reach of the police. Unfortunately, they will also be beyond the reach of the emergency services 
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organisations including fire-fighters, ambulance and SES. Fires, assaults and overdoses will be 
difficult to access. 

In the event of a fire in the sand dunes between Ocean Grove and Point Lonsdale, any wind from a 
westerly direction will place lives and property in Point Lonsdale at risk. The lack of access to the 
area will make it most difficult for fire-fighters to control. 

Solution 

Rather than isolate the area enabling groups to develop their own access while preventing the access 
of authorities and emergency services, the development of an access track along the north side of the 
sand dunes will provide the necessary access for authorities, emergency services, Parks Victoria, the 
wider community and volunteer organisations for oversight and maintenance that will help ensure 
that the area can be accessed and controlled as required. The Bellarine Rail Trail provides an example 
of this as does the access trail to the west of Barwon Water’s Black Rock facility at Breamlea. 

It need only be one lane with passing areas every 500m or so. Access paths though the sand dunes 
every 500m or so will facilitate beach access and keep people out of the environmentally sensitive 
sand dunes. The area will need to be fenced to keep foxes, dogs, cats and other feral animals out.    

CCTV cameras could be placed at dune access points to record traffic and help identify law-breakers 
if this is seen as an area of concern. 

 

BIKE RIDER SAFETY       Attachment II 

 

Situation 
 

The aim of the City of Greater Geelong’s Cycle Strategy is to make the City of Greater Geelong more 
“cycle friendly”. The Strategy includes amongst its objectives: “improve safety for cyclists” and 
“completing the cycle network and associated facilities”. 
 

The Strategy acknowledges that increased participation in cycling brings multiple benefits and 
describes the following: 
 

Environmental Benefits 
 

Environmental benefits of cycling are achieved through reduced motor vehicle use leading to 
reduced congestion and vehicle emissions, improved local air quality and reduced carbon dioxide (a 
significant greenhouse gas associated with global warming) in the atmosphere. 

 

In Melbourne over 50% of car trips are less than 5km. These trips cause significant pollution as 
engines do not properly warm up and fuel is not efficiently burnt. Many of these short trips could be 
made by bicycle and this simple change in routine would provide considerable air quality benefits. 

 

Motor vehicles also create rubbish both during their life cycle and afterwards. Cities that attract 
higher levels of cycling are cleaner, have less pollution, are more liveable and attract more residents 
than cities that are built around the motor vehicle. 

 

Health Benefits 
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Health benefits are achieved by the individual who cycles, improving their personal health, 
wellbeing and reducing their chance of obesity. 
 

In Victoria, obesity is the second highest ranked cause of premature death and disability, 
contributing 8% to the overall burden of disease. Lack of physical activity is second only to tobacco 
as the most important health risk in Australia today. Thirty minutes of moderate activity five times a 
week can help reduce the risk of cardiovascular diseases, some cancers and heart problems including 
strokes. Simply cycling to/from work or school each weekday would enable many people to achieve 
this health goal. 
 

Health benefits are also achieved by the community that promotes cycling as more active residents 
place less burden on the health system.  This burden far outweighs the impact of cycle related 
accidents. 
 

Additional Health Benefits include the opportunity for individuals to join or participate with groups 
broadening their social groupings and developing wider bonds with their community. 
 

With both Ocean Grove and Point Lonsdale’s populations currently expanding there will be an 
increase in vehicular and cycle traffic travelling between these two coastal towns which may lead to 
an increase in incidents. The development of a cycle trail between these two towns will provide a 
safer alternative for cyclists. 
 

Economic Benefits 

 

Economic benefits are achieved through the savings individuals make by cycling instead of driving. 
Cycling costs typically equate to 1 per cent of the cost of driving a motor vehicle when purchase 
price, maintenance, depreciation and fuel costs are considered. 
 

Economic benefits can also be measured through increased land values as a result of connecting 
people and activity centres, less health care costs as a result of healthier citizens and improved 
productivity at workplaces due to less sick days being taken. 
 

Furthermore, economic benefits can be achieved through cycle tourism and extra trade for local 
shops, accommodation and restaurants/cafes/bars. A study by La Trobe University found that 
visitors to the Murray to Mountain Rail Trail in North East Victoria spent on average $258 dollars per 
day.  
 

Social Benefits 

 

Providing quality cycle networks creates more accessible neighbourhoods. In areas with low car 
ownership bicycles provide cheap alternative access to employment, healthcare and services. 
 

Providing quality bicycle lanes and paths also increases social cohesion and benefits the wellbeing of 
the whole community. Cycle paths improve neighbourhood amenity and having more people 
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cycling increases the safety of a neighbourhood by increasing passive surveillance. Safe communities 
are happier and healthier. 

 

Children choosing active transport (cycling or walking to school), not only report an increase in 
physical activity, they also improve their road safety skills and get to know more people in their 
neighbourhood. 
 

Cumulative Benefits 
 

Each of the above factors positively reinforce one another i.e. a socially connected community is 
happier and generally healthier. The true benefit achieved by a community that encourages cycling 
and provides for cyclists is not any of the above in isolation but instead a combination of them all. 
 

Problem 

The road between Point Lonsdale and Ocean Grove (Shell road) is busy and not sufficiently wide 
enough for a bike lane. Hence many bike riders will not risk riding on that road; those that do risk 
death or serious injury every time they take to the road. 

Riders who use the rail trail from Geelong or Drysdale to ride to Queenscliff are typically trail riders 
and will not venture further to Ocean Grove if it requires riding on Shell road. 

Bike riders in Point Lonsdale and Ocean Grove sometimes use an unofficial walking track on the 
north side of the sand dunes rather than riding on Shell road. This has the potential to negatively 
impact the sensitive sand dune environment if not managed appropriately. 

In summary, the lack of a walking/bicycle track between Point Lonsdale and Ocean Grove is: 

· Putting bike riders at risk if they use Shell road 

· Denying Bellarine Rail Trail riders the enjoyment of continuing to Ocean Grove 

· Negatively impacting the sensitive dune environment 
 

Solution 

An access track along the north side of the sand dunes would enable bike riders to ride safely 
between Point Lonsdale and Ocean Grove. 

Over the medium to longer term, it may be possible to establish a walking/bike track on the west 
side of Barwon River and thereby enable a circuit ride Geelong – Drysdale – Queenscliff – Point 
Lonsdale – Ocean Grove – Barwon Heads – Geelong. It is envisaged that this would enhance tourism 
on the Bellarine. 

 

HOODED PLOVER PROTECTION      Attachment III 

 

Situation 

 

The beach between Ocean Grove and Point Lonsdale has no access from behind the sand dunes and 
beach goers can only access the beach by walking from either the Ocean Grove or the Point Lonsdale 
end. The great majority of surfers and other beach-goers access the surf beach west of Point Lonsdale 
by entering from the Fellows Rd access path or the path through Buckley’s Reserve.  
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The majority of the groups of surfers, body-boarder’s and body-surfers walk west down the beach 
with the aim of surfing on the incoming tide. After surfing through until around high tide, the 
groups then walk back along the high tide mark.  
 

The hooded-plover is highly threatened and the most threatened of beach-nesting resident 
shorebirds. The beach and dunes between Ocean Grove and Point Lonsdale is an important area for 
the protection of hooded plovers. In recent years, volunteers have had some success in stabilising 
and even increasing the numbers of resident hooded plovers. However, they still remain threatened 
and need on-going monitoring and protection. Most hooded plovers in the beach area between Point 
Lonsdale and Collendina nest on the beach just above the high tide mark. Occasionally a pair nests 
higher in the dunes.  

At high tide, the beach traffic in this area intersects with the main nesting area of the endangered 
hooded plover.  

Problem 

The population of Point Lonsdale and surrounding areas is set to increase rapidly in the near future. 
In Point Lonsdale there are 592 new blocks of land in The Point and 102 new blocks of land in 
Lonsdale Shores - previously part of the Point Lonsdale Golf Club. In total 694 new families.  
 

In Ocean Grove, the 2 new housing estates of Oakdene (approx. 400 blocks to be developed) and 
Kingston (approx. 2,500 blocks to be developed) will deliver an additional 2,500 new families. The 
immediate vicinity of Point Lonsdale and Ocean Grove combined will deliver approximately 3,194 
new families.  
 

The City of Greater Geelong contains some of the fastest growing suburbs in Australia. On the 
Bellarine, the Urban Growth Area of Drysdale, Curlewis, Clifton Springs, Portarlington, Indented 
Head and St Leonards will deliver many more thousands of new families to the area in the next few 
years. The closest surf beaches to that area are Point Lonsdale and Ocean Grove. As these surf 
beaches become increasingly crowded, the hooded plover’s habitat will be severely compromised 
unless it’s managed carefully. 
 

Solution 

An access track along the north side of the sand dunes with managed paths through the sand dunes 
would provide access for surfers, body boarders, body surfers, other beach-goers and the many 
willing volunteers who monitor and protect the endangered hooded plovers. 

The sand dunes can be appropriately fenced to prevent public access and, during nesting season, 
specific areas of the beach between the access paths could be fenced off to protect the nests. 
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13 Feedback – Response from the Geelong Environment Council Inc 

 

Geelong Environment Council Inc    -   PO Box 771 Belmont 3216 

Email gecinc@bigpond.com       pardeysq@bigpond.com 

 

Submission to the Draft Report on the Southern Bellarine Coastal Forum 

To Ocean Grove Community Association 

Vision Statement 

The Vision Statement as written does not give an honest statement of the views of the meeting.  I find 
it inappropriate in the extreme to state that the meeting “Supported sensitively placed and well 
managed walking paths and bike trails that connect Ocean Grove and Point Lonsdale” being 
translated into support for these to be constructed through the environmentally sensitive Buckley 
Park and the undeveloped wetland and woodland areas between the two towns. 

The Geelong Environment Council (GEC) has supported the protection of Buckley Park, its 
management plan, and subsequent restoration and protection through the Management plan 
prepared by the COGG.  This must not be compromised or disregarded. 

It was the view of the majority of attendees at the Forum that environmental protection is the highest 
priority for the area between the two highly developed towns. 

GEC considers the open space between Buckley Park and the Moremac development, including Lake 
Victoria, the open space with woodland and wetland areas, is the most important area with 
landscape views, natural values and protected vegetation and bird habitat on the Bellarine.  

Buckley Park is recognised as being an extremely important dune area with a range of protected 
vegetation.  Any disturbance by the creation of a walking track within the dunes could result in a 
significant loss of wildlife species and bird habitat and important native vegetation with rare orchids 
and protected plants. Serious erosion of the dunes would reduce protection of the hinterland from 
storm winds and sand blows. 

There are few areas remaining on the Bellarine with environmental attributes and significance on 
such a wide and in this case, international scale, which have remained undeveloped and not subject 
to development. 

 

Overview 

5.1 Comments – There was not a consensus that the need for a trail through this particular last 
remnant of undeveloped coastal dune and hinterland was the appropriate place for a trail.  All 
suggestions at the forum were for a trail which only included areas without environmental risk, eg 
adjacent to Shell Road. 

The subject land is the only undeveloped coastal region remaining on the Bellarine.  It has 
significance for its important vegetation in Buckley Park and the wetland and woodland areas 
inland. Intrusion by the construction and operation of bike paths, walking trails and accompanying 
animals, will destroy the remoteness of an undeveloped region which is vital for the protection of the 
avifauna which migrates to this area each summer. The significant local species which live and breed 
here will be impacted by disturbance of walkers, bikes and dogs. Introduction of recreational 
activities can cause the destruction of vegetation, both during construction and by constant use,   
pollution problems and increased likelihood of pest plant establishment.  
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History in other parkland areas within Geelong and associated towns has shown that it is impossible 
to successfully ban the intrusion of dogs along trails, that trails must be wide enough for bike riders 
to travel concurrently in both directions, and that construction and maintenance requires machinery 
with damage to surrounding areas. Any fencing, necessary signage and other constructions will 
contribute to the effects of people’s intrusion into this rural conservation zone area. The problems 
encountered with the protection of Hooded Plovers on the Ocean Grove beach is adequate proof that 
there are many problems in attempting to control both domestic animals and general access in areas 
of significant environmental values. 

5.2- 5.3 - 5.4 

GEC strongly objects to these proposals for the reasons stated.  Construction and operation, 
maintenance and use of the proposed facilities cannot happen without physical disturbance to the 
environment and the future constant presence of walkers and riders will impact on the values of the 
region as habitat for many protected species. 

6.1   

GEC does not support the proposed routes and urges that alternative routes are investigated which 
do not require construction or access to significant rural landscapes and environmental assets. There 
were no route options presented or discussed at the Forum and the general opinion appeared to be 
that it was NO TRAIL in the areas discussed. 

GEC proposes an investigation into the creation of a shared trail between the two towns which 
follows the Shell Road corridor.  A narrow area inland of the roadside vegetation developed with 
land purchased (if available) could provide a safe and scenic route without disturbance to the very 
valuable environmental asset. 

GEC wishes to be informed of and involved in any further discussion for a safe and viable route.  

 

Joan Lindros 

GEC secretary 
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14 Feedback – Response From a collective of Community Environment 

Groups 

Responses to the Southern Bellarine Coastal Forum from Community Environment Groups 

 
General Comments 
 
These initial comments are provided by representatives of various community environmental groups listed below.  The 
basis of the comments are look at risks to any environmental values and place these values as the highest priority.  Then 
to provide feedback for the Ocean Grove Community Association in relation to this.  It is done so with the best of 
intentions and at this stage does not look to recommend / support any proposed route for the proposed trail as the full 
details are not known as yet. 
 
Groups and Representatives include; 
 
Geelong Field Naturalists Club 
Ocean Grove Coastcare Group 
Friends of Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 
Friends of Buckley Park 
Friends of Hooded Plover Bellarine 
Bellarine Catchment Network  

 
 

Route Path Potential impacts Recommendations Comment/ 
Other 

A-O 
Green/ Hash/ 
continuous 
line 
Walking only 
trail 

 Potential removal of existing indigenous vegetation  
 Degradation of indigenous veg (Approx. 5% indigenous veg 

remain) 
 No guarantee / confidence of restrictions placed on bikes 

/motor bikes will remain within the walking trail route  
 Eg. A path from point S leads southern bank which is 

unsuitable for off road cyclists but this does not stop 
them 

 No guarantee / confidence of restrictions placed on dog 
walkers will remain within the walking trail route  

 Fencing- excludes animal movements 
 Potential ease of access to the most sensitive areas 

 Eg. Costal salt marsh  
 Coastal Moonah Woodland  
 Reference to colonies of endangered orchids and 

Moonah - Dwarf Greenhood etc   
 Remnant vegetation offers highest biodiversity values, rick to 

gene pool, risk to connectivity  
 Threats to this to fragmentation, edge effect  

o Eg Edwards Point where degradation has occurred 
 Increased volume of people has the potential impact of the 

following; disturbance of birds 
 Red capped plovers  
 Flight disturbance leading to energy depletion to 

migratory wader species birds is a known outcome to 
disturbance of migratory waders 

 The routes in this 
section are of 
highest concern to 
environmental 
based groups.  
Recommendation is 
that routes in this 
section are not 
considered for 
further 
investigation. 

 None 
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 "protecting migratory birds when our beaches have 
gone to the dogs" University Of Queensland  

 Disturbance of resident birds and wader birds (Lake 
Victoria is home to 162 bird species) 

 Winter flocking area for the Hooded Plover  - Vulnerable 
(FFG Act) (EPBC Act 1999)  

 People create their own informal and unofficial access points 
and protentional for approved access points in sensitive areas 
in later years.  

 Even though stipulated walking tracks at the present, this has 
the protentional to become a bike track  

 Fire  
 Motor bikes  
 Dune Parties  
 Inability to police these areas   
  

C, I, J, K, L  Risk to remnant vegetation- Grassland species  
 Invasive species  
 Fires  
 Clows Lane 

 Increase traffic has the protentional threats to 
freshwater lake. These include; bikes, increase of dogs 

 Roadside vegetation  
  

 In General the 
environmental 
groups feel that 
even though risks 
exist, they are less 
severe and less 
likely in these 
proposed route 
locations 

  

        

        

 
 

 



 

 

A Proposal for a Bellarine Environment and Cultural Heritage Centre  

The Bellarine has a world class marine environment education asset in the Marine and Freshwater 

Discovery Centre (MFDC) at Queenscliff.  I envisage a complimentary facility covering the terrestrial 

habitat of the birds and native animals indigenous to our coastal environment with a strong 

emphasis on the way this has been influenced by different cultures.  We could call it the Bellarine 

Environment and Cultural Heritage Centre, with the acronym “BE&CH Centre”. 

The primary function of the facility would be to manage conservation of the natural resources and 

aboriginal heritage assets of Buckley Park/Lake Victoria precinct and to house education facilities, 

artefacts and signage etc. to that end.   As an example I was impressed by a recent visit to the 

Caboolture Region Environmental Education Centre.  I am sure there are others similar in Victoria. 

Its secondary mission would be to promote harmony and multi-culturalism by recognising the roles 

of the first Australians and their descendants and the influence of post-1788 immigrant and refugee 

cultures from William Buckley right through to today.  I am sure community groups and service clubs 

would take up opportunities to be involved in the planning, promotion and enhancement projects. 

Thirdly, it would enhance the Bellarine tourism experience with picnic facilities and signposted walks 

in the coastal alkaline scrub (Moonah bushland) and saltmarsh around the lakes.  School groups 

making day excursions or camping in the area could include it with the MFDC and the Maritime 

Museum as outdoor education destinations.   

There is some community support for a shared cycling/walking coastal trail to link the Point Lonsdale 

and Ocean Grove urban areas safely and, depending on the route chosen by the feasibility study 

group, there will be opportunities to access and rehabilitate the sand dunes and the native bushland 

in order to eradicate weeds, foxes, rabbits, and feral animals.  In studying the terrain for the trail, 

and listening to the environmental issues raised in discussion, the following is worth consideration.  

The coast between the two towns and much of the privately owned hinterland back to Shell Road is 

zoned as Rural Conservation (RCZ11).  There are also four Public Rural Conservation (PCRZ) zones 

within the area including Lake Victoria and two smaller lakes plus the long narrow Buckley Park 

Reserve.  This is effectively a “green zone” between the urban areas and should be respected. 

About half of one heavily wooded private property1, between the Collendina Caravan Park and the 

Menhere’s Quarry site, is particularly suited to being merged into an expanded Buckley Park Wildlife 

Reserve.  A rough estimate from Google Earth puts the conservation zoned area abutting the 

Buckley Park Coastal Reserve at about 65 Ha (160 acres).  The remainder (about 50 Ha) is zoned for 

farming (FZ) but does not appear to have been grazed or cropped in many years. 

A few hectares of cleared land between Shell Road and the northern side of the main drainage 

channel as can be seen on the attached maps would be ideal for the BE&CH centre suggested above.   

The first objective should be to get community support for government (i.e. Parks, CoGG, or Barwon 

Coast) to control the conservation-worthy parts of this and other private properties around Lake 

Victoria and merge them into a greater Buckley Park/Lake Victoria Reserve.  That authority, in 

consultation with Wathaurung and stakeholder groups, could then decide on the management 

structure and, if my proposal is accepted, they could seek the funds to design and build an iconic, 

eco-friendly, building that my fellow citizens would be proud to say was a local community initiative.   

Noel Emselle Citizen of the Bellarine   7 Mar 2019 

                                                           
1 Lot 1 LP110944. CoGG Property No. 259847, aka 322-410 Shell Road, Ocean Grove. 

http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/fisheries/education/marine-and-freshwater-discovery-centre
http://www.creec.org.au/
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Potential land for acquisition 
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Entire area where a linking trail is being evaluated  
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Zoning of the land between Ocean Grove and Point Lonsdale 
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