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The Aireys Inlet & District Association (AIDA) is pleased to make this submission to the 
Victorian Legislative Assembly Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for Growing 
Populations. We note that this is “an inquiry into the current and future arrangements to 
secure environmental infrastructure, particularly parks and open space, for a growing 
population in Melbourne and across regional centres”. 

AIDA is a voluntary association of about 500 members, residents and non-residents, 
which since 1965 has worked with the Surf Coast Shire to ensure that land-use change in 
the area is sympathetic to the environment and preserves the special character of the 
coastal communities of Aireys Inlet, Fairhaven, Moggs Creek and Eastern View. This has 
been done within the context of rapidly increasing numbers of visitors from Melbourne 
and Geelong (as well as overseas, of course). 

AIDA is particularly interested in responding to the following issues in the Terms of 
Reference of the Inquiry:  

• the benefits of accessing and using different types of environmental infrastructure 
• the impact of population growth in Melbourne and regional centres on the 

provision and preservation of environmental infrastructure  

Of particular interest to AIDA is its district’s unique “environmental infrastructure”: 
forest and bushland, wildlife corridors and waterways. Aireys Inlet and its district is 
highly valued by both residents and large numbers of visitors from Melbourne and 
Geelong. A central element in the affection of residents and visitors is the Painkalac 
Valley, an open river valley and estuary abutting the Great Otway National Park. The 
Mellors Swamp Nature Reserve and Painkalac Creek Nature Reserve protect the lower 
Painkalac valley, but the entire valley acts as a complex ecological link between the forest 
and the river estuary. It also has significant cultural and historical value as the frontier 
between major domains of Indigenous peoples and as a resource for those peoples.  

AIDA's vision for Aireys Inlet is that future generations and visitors will continue to be 
able to enjoy what today is distinctive, both its bio-diverse natural environment and its 
village character. To that end we submit to the Inquiry that the sustainability and, where 
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necessary, restoration of this rich environment should be based on the principles of 
“regenerative place”. 

 

The Painkalac Valley looking north towards the Great Otway National Park 

A regenerative place model recognises the need to live within the planet’s ecological 
limits, the importance of placing communities at the centre of decision-making and the 
understanding that the social, economic, environmental and cultural threads of a 
community’s well-being are interconnected. It goes beyond “sustainability”. When 
implemented well, regenerative thinking can lead to revitalisation of the local economy, a 
renewed vibrancy within the community and a restoration of the environment.  

This means mitigation of the negative impacts of tourism on the community and instead 
the enhancement of tourism’s transformative potential for the benefit of the community as 
well as its visitors.  

There is a major emerging literature and practice around this concept: see, for example, 
the report for the Pure Advantage organisation (https://pureadvantage.org/) by Dr. 
Susanne Becken, Professor of Sustainable Tourism at Griffith University in Australia and 
the Principal Science Investment Advisor to the Department of Conservation, New 
Zealand. Her report, Regenerative Tourism: Opportunity for Tourism Recovery?, written 
during the COVID-19 crisis, argues that: 

https://pureadvantage.org/
https://pureadvantage.org/
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“The very basic underpinning of regenerative tourism is that it is understood to occur within an 
ecosystem of natural, social and cultural elements and interactions. … Everything is connected, 
and tourism that does not respect or understand feedback loops in the system in which it operates 
will ultimately erode capital – and with that the wellbeing and health of the system. Regenerative 
tourism, in contrast, is designed in a way that builds capital and ‘gives back’ to the land and 
people.” 

What does this mean for Aireys Inlet and its district? We argue that the regenerative 
place model and its implications for environmental infrastructure might require the 
carefully planned development of local trails (including nature, heritage, food, and other 
types of special interest activities) which will slow down travel, especially as they might 
be offered as walking or biking activities. We submit that modest investment in 
improving and extending walking and biking trails in particular is necessary. Existing 
trails are not always well-maintained and new ones are subject to the tight constraints on 
the Surf coast Council budget. Investment into such local, small-scale but unique 
experiences might have multi-dimensional benefits for the increasing number of visitors 
from Melbourne, Geelong and overseas as well as for local residents.  
 

Yours sincerely, 
Charlotte Allen 

(President) 
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