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Submission: Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations 
 
ABOUT SPA 

Sustainable Population Australian (SPA) is a non-partisan group, that encourages informed public debate 
about how Australia and the world can achieve an ecologically, socially, and economically sustainable 
population. 

 
THE IMPORTANCE OF GREEN SPACES 

The need for parks and open space is self-evident; it is essential for the habitat for flora and fauna, but 
equally for recreation and mental health of Victorian residents.  The coronavirus pandemic has highlighted 
the importance of green spaces during lockdown as gyms, tennis courts, and sporting clubs closed.  The 
existing green spaces are insufficient to deal Melbourne’s bourgeoning population, and this needs to be 
addressed as we need resilience for future pandemics.     

Although the submission references “Environmental Infrastructure”.  This term implies that the environment 
is somehow an economic input, or a man-made project (infrastructure).  We prefer the term ‘green spaces’, 
to encompass both the natural environment, and urban parkland. 

 

THE POPULATION ISSUE 

“Rapid population growth in Melbourne and key regional centres has transformed our state, with benefits as 
well as challenges” - Committee Chair Darren Cheeseman (media release). 
 
Conservation efforts are discordant with the rampant development within Melbourne and Regional cities.   
It is simple mathematics.  More people, on the same landmass, will result in less green space.   
Increased population density drives further land clearing, with less land available for green space, wildlife 
habitat, and public amenity.     

For any council or state government to add even 1 hectare of parkland or sporting grounds in a developed 
urban area would be a significant undertaking - community consultation, significant land acquisition costs, 
and likely  demolition & earthworks.  Despite the efforts of metropolitan councils on this front, the trend is 
less and less open space per capita in every urban area.  E.g. the City of Yarra is forecasting a 33% reduction 
in open space per capita (from 2016 – 2031)i.  Down to 20m2 resident.   The City of Melbourne has even less 
space per capita.  Both are insufficient to meet resident demand under a ‘Stage 4’ lockdown event. 

Therefore, to ensure adequate green space for the future, is fundamentally a question of restraining 
development, and population growth.    

 

VICTORIAN NATIONAL PARKS & LOGGING 

In the past decade (2010-20), Victoria has added 5 national parks - a total of 80,000 hectares.    
These additional parks represent a paltry increase of 2.9% on the pre-existing national park base  
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(2.75 million hectares).  During the same period, Victoria’s population has grown by over 20%. 
Consequently, there has been a significant decrease in national parks per capita. 

In addition, these recent National Parks do not represent an increase in conservation value.   
Logging of State Parks and Reserves has continued, including old growth forests.  It is alarming that the 
majority of logging has been conducted by the State-owned ‘Vicforests’.  Aside from the significant habitat 
destructionii, Vicforests runs at a significant loss, and requires taxpayer funding to operateiii, despite the 
significant public opposition to loggingiv (90% on REACHTEL survey data). 

 

POTENTIAL SOLUTIONS 

1. Stabilisation of Victoria’s Population  

The title of this enquiry assumes that a growing population is inevitable, a foregone conclusion. 
SPA strongly refutes this assertion.  Australia’s growth is heavily influenced by migration policies, 
which have contributed over 60% of population growth since 2005.   
 
The standard response from the State Government is that population is “a Federal Issue”.  This claim 
does not stand up to scrutiny.  The Victorian government openly pursues overseas and international 
migration to this state, in its ‘Live in Melbourne’ website1v, and  also has direct contact with the 
Federal government, and advocates on a range of ostensibly ‘Federal issues’ (e.g. Infrastructure 
Spending, COAG, GST allocations etc).  Therefore, the state should play a role in establishing a 
Population Policy for Australia.  It is farcical to consider an enquiry into protecting open spaces and 
‘environmental infrastructure’ without addressing the state’s rampant population growth.   
 
Stabilising Victoria’s population is not a popular proposal with vested business interests that demand an 
ever-expanding population.  However, it is in the best interests of the wider community, and would help 
mitigate an array of Victoria’s problems (congestion, CO2 emissions, housing affordability, public debt etc).   

2. Creation of more National Parks 

The proposed ‘Great Forest National Park’ combines a number of existing national parks to create a 
substantial wilderness area of 355,000 hectares.   Aside from the protection of wildlife and landscapes, the 
Great Forest National Park provides other substantial benefits.  It will safeguard Melbourne’s water 
catchments, support tourism in the local region, creating an estimated 740 jobs.    Refer to the attached 
summary of Great Forest NP for further details. 

3. Town Planning 

The Town Planning question is always “Do we want further densification (high rises), or do we want Urban 
sprawl?”  Surely the biggest question is “Do we want to grow Victoria’s Population at all?” 

As noted above, population growth could be reduced (and eventually stabilised) by reducing Australia’s 
migration intake.  However, If Melbourne must grow, a quota of land should be set aside on new 
development for parks and recreation (minimum 20%).   

At present, peri-urban farmland or nature reserves are converted into 300m2 blocks on the suburban fringe 
(e.g. Mernda, Pakenham, Werribee).  There is limited regard given for preservation of vegetation,  
existing habitat or the creation of parks.  The broader facilities of education, healthcare, public transport etc 
are also typically lacking in new developments. 

                                                            
 



 
 

SPA’s RECOMMENTATIONS:  

1) Victoria has reached the limits to growth, and must curtail the expansion of human impact in what is 
already Australia’s most densely population state.  Australia must move towards a stable population, one 
option is reducing our immigration intake towards its long term average (70,000 pa). 

2) Ban logging of Victorian Native Forests by 2022 (Currently planned for 2030). 
The state sanctioned logging of Victoria is complete madness, and contrary to any conservation effort.  
Ending the logging of native forest should be a priority to preserve “green infrastructure”. 

3) Establish the Great Forest National Park, as described at www.greatforestnationalpark.com.au, and  the 
attached summary 

4) Introduce legislation that ensures new property subdivisions have dedicated land for both parks and 
conservation zones. 

 

                                                            
i City of Yarra 2019 Draft Open Space Strategy 
ii https://independentaustralia.net/environment/environment-display/how-forest-logging-is-destroying-
australias-environmental-future-,12768 

 
iii https://www.smh.com.au/business/the-economy/how-to-lose-water-waste-money-and-wreck-the-
environment-20190305-p511ti.html 

 
iv https://www.melbournefoe.org.au/logging_a_dead_loss_for_victoria#_ftn1 
v https://liveinmelbourne.vic.gov.au 
 

https://www.greatforestnationalpark.com.au/
https://www.greatforestnationalpark.com.au/
https://independentaustralia.net/environment/environment-display/how-forest-logging-is-destroying-australias-environmental-future-,12768
https://independentaustralia.net/environment/environment-display/how-forest-logging-is-destroying-australias-environmental-future-,12768
https://independentaustralia.net/environment/environment-display/how-forest-logging-is-destroying-australias-environmental-future-,12768
https://independentaustralia.net/environment/environment-display/how-forest-logging-is-destroying-australias-environmental-future-,12768
https://www.smh.com.au/business/the-economy/how-to-lose-water-waste-money-and-wreck-the-environment-20190305-p511ti.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/the-economy/how-to-lose-water-waste-money-and-wreck-the-environment-20190305-p511ti.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/the-economy/how-to-lose-water-waste-money-and-wreck-the-environment-20190305-p511ti.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/the-economy/how-to-lose-water-waste-money-and-wreck-the-environment-20190305-p511ti.html
https://www.melbournefoe.org.au/logging_a_dead_loss_for_victoria#_ftn1
https://www.melbournefoe.org.au/logging_a_dead_loss_for_victoria#_ftn1
https://liveinmelbourne.vic.gov.au/
https://liveinmelbourne.vic.gov.au/

	Submission: Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations



