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28 September 2020 

 

The Committee Manager 
Legislative Assembly 
Environment and Planning Committee 
Parliament House 
Spring Street 
EAST Melbourne VIC 3002 
 
By email: eii@parliament.vic.gov.au 

 
 

Dear Committee Manager 

Inquiry into environmental infrastructure for growing populations 

Thank you for the invitation to respond to this inquiry. 

Trust for Nature (the Trust) is Victoria’s dedicated private land conservation agency, established under 
statute, and responsible for ensuring the long-term protection of biodiversity on private land in 
Victoria. We currently steward more than 1400 in-perpetuity covenants across 60,000ha of the state, 
including some in urban areas. Our statutory objectives require us to manage land of ecological 
interest, historical interest, or of natural interest or beauty, for public scientific and educational 
purposes. 

The Trust supports enhanced environmental infrastructure in urban areas. Green open spaces provide 
well-documented public health benefits and deliver a range of conservation benefits including 
improved connectivity and habitat for animals and plants. However in light of our statutory objectives 
outlined above,  Trust for Nature has protected and managed land outside urbanised areas with some 
exceptions.The Trust for Nature covenant is an appropriate tool for permanently protecting areas of 
high ecological value.  

Nevertheless we note: 

• the importance of planning for environmental infrastructure needs and open space as a part of 
Victoria’s large-scale planning processes, for example the effectiveness of the Green Wedge policy 
and the recent planning protection provided through the Distinctive Landscapes process; and 

• the potential for green infrastructure to play an enhanced role as an alternative or supplement to 
‘grey’ infrastructure, such as via natural stormwater filtration systems. Should the Committee be 
investigating this issue as part of its Inquiry, including in relation to unprotected catchments of 
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the Yarra River, Trust for Nature would be very keen to further discuss opportunities to protect 
private land within the catchment as an alternative to grey infrastructure, following the model of 
New York City’s Catskills catchment (see, for example, https://www.nytimes.com 
/2018/01/18/nyregion/new-york-city-water-filtration.html). These could be supported by 
innovative models of environmental infrastructure in urban areas including stormwater credit 
trading in Washington DC: https://doee.dc.gov/src and the Chesapeake Bay program: 
https://www.chesapeakebay.net/. 

We would be happy to discuss this with you further at any time. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Cecilia Riebl 
Policy Advisor 




