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28 September 2020 

 

The Committee Manager 
Legislative Assembly Environmental and Planning Committee 
Parliament House 
Spring Street 
EAST MELBOURNE VIC 3002 
 
via email: eii@parliament.vic.gov.au 
 

Dear Committee Manager 

INQUIRY INTO ENVIRONMENTAL INFRASTRUCTURE FOR GROWING POPULATIONS  
MAB CORPORTATION PTY LTD SUBMISSION - KALKALLO RETARDING BASIN 
 
I am pleased to provide this submission to the Legislative Assembly Environment and Planning 
Committee on behalf of MAB Corporation Pty Ltd (MAB) regarding the need to plan and deliver 
environmental infrastructure, in particular parks and open space to support population growth in 
Melbourne.  

MAB understands that new communities require well-planned and the timely delivery of parks and open 
space to achieve high standards of liveability given the dwellings density targets set by Victorian 
Planning Provisions, especially in growth areas. 
 
MAB is playing significant role redefining growth areas through the delivery of our Merrifield 
development, located within the City of Hume in the North Growth Corridor (NGC) as one of the largest 
master planned mixed-use communities in Australia.  
 
Comprising around 900 hectares and with 4,000 people already calling Merrifield home, it has the 
capacity to accommodate 22,000 people over the next 20 years. Considerable planning and design has 
resulted in a well-planned passive and active open space network and facilities (totalling 110 hectares), 
with the first local park constructed prior to the first residents moving in. 
 
The Victorian Planning Authority’s (VPA) Growth Corridor Plans anticipate that the NGC is expected to 
accommodate between 260,000 and 330,000 people in the next thirty years and identifies the need to 
create significant regional open space facilities at the 384 hectare Kalkallo Retarding Basin (KRB) 
which is owned by Melbourne Water and adjoins Merrifield along its northern boundary.  
 
Section 5.3.4 of the NGC Plan (2012) states that: Opportunities exist to create a significant regional 
open space facility at the Kalkallo Retarding Basin (subject to further investigation and approvals.  This 
could incorporate passive and active open space elements whilst ensuring that stormwater retarding 
function of the facility is maintained.    
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In 2011, MAB and Melbourne Water signed a Heads of Agreement regarding the master planning of the 
KRB and recognised the opportunity to develop the land into a significant public open space asset for 
the future NGC reinforcing the opportunity of the land for uses other than drainage. 
 
In 2016, the Victorian Planning Authority (VPA) undertook an investigative process with several 
agencies to better understand the KRB’s capacity to support open space, in addition to 
drainage/retention uses and urban development. The process confirmed that: 
 

• A major opportunity exists to plan and implement large-scale passive and active open space (in 
line with State Planning policy); 
 

• There are opportunities to capitalise on road connections from the wider NGC via the Aitken 
Boulevard E14 transit corridor (with capacity high-capacity buses) linking KRB with Merrifield 
City Centre (Mickleham Major Town Centre) with other established and town centres.  

 
• There is expected to be sufficient stormwater generated from the immediate surrounding urban 

development, including Merrifield to deliver a 20 hectare ornamental lake to complement the 
large areas of passive and active open space that could deliver a high value amenity asset for 
the NGC.  

 
The KRB is included within the Merrifield North Precinct Structure Plan area however the master 
planning is yet to commence. The opportunity to set aside land for open space within the KRB is at risk 
due to the need to accommodate drainage from expanding urban development within Kalkallo Creek 
Drainage Services Scheme in the next twelve months, potentially jeopardising the open space 
opportunity envisaged by the NGC and Plan Melbourne and the VPA.  
 
There is now a critical need to properly plan the KRB to ensure the opportunity for large scale open 
space is not lost due to delays in the planning process and lack of clarity of agency responsibility for 
parts of the KRB not required for drainage purposes.  We have expressed our desire to work closely 
with Melbourne Water to master plan the land to resolve the drainage requirements of surrounding urban 
development and other opportunities capable of being supported on the land, including sports and 
recreation, passive open space, improved water management and urban development. 
 
Significant weight should be placed on the opportunity by responsible agencies to transform the KRB 
from an under-utilised publicly owned and controlled asset into a once-in-a-generation open space 
precinct to support the expected population in the NGC.  There is sufficient planning policy which clearly 
identifies its potential however robust decision-led collaboration by responsible agencies is required to 
safe-guard this opportunity to ensure it can be delivered as envisaged.  
 
Having regard to the unique attributes of the KRB, the Environment and Planning Committee should 
consider recommending to the Minister for Planning that the master planning and rezoning process be 
fast-tracked so that decisions regarding the ultimate drainage solution are integrated with the need to 
set aside land for open space to support the projected NGC population along with other uses, such as 
civic, health and education, mixed-use and residential development as identified by the VPA in 2016.   
 
The following is attached to this letter: 
 
- VPA master plan (2016) showing the opportunity and land use designation; 
- Extract from the NGC referring to the KRB; 
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- The Merrifield Illustrative Master Plan showing how the open space opportunity on the edge of 
Merrifield City Centre. 

- Merrifield Park Vision document prepared by MAB in 2016 which has been used as part of our 
advocacy for the KRB with several agencies. It summaries the opportunities and benefits for the 
NGC and the need to commence planning for the future of the land as soon a possible.   

 
I would be pleased to elaborate on the above at the earliest opportunity. I can be contacted on  

 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
Chris Engert 
Planning & Development Manager 
 
Enc. 
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resulting from the new urban 
development.  it will be designed 
to temporarily store, then gradu-
ally release, the increased flows to 
protect downstream waterways 
and properties from flooding. the 
retarding basin is likely to be used 
for other beneficial purposes such 
as improving water quality.

5.3.4 Regional Parks 
and Open Space
the city of whittlesea has estab-
lished a vision for Quarry hills as 
a new regional park, containing 
significant biodiversity, geolog-
ical, cultural heritage and 
landscape values.  the Growth 
corridor plan recognises these 

values, and further work needs 
to be done by council to resolve 
detailed development issues and 
further realise this vision.

opportunities exist to create 
significant regional open space 
facilities at the Kalkallo retarding 
basin (subject to further investi-
gation and approvals).  this could 
incorporate passive and active 
open space elements, whilst 
ensuring that the stormwater 
retarding function of the facility is 
maintained.

a series of existing and planned 
open spaces will be connected by 
a Mtn over time.  these include 
the Merri, Kalkallo and darebin 
creeks, the Quarry hills park, the 

proposed grassy eucalypt wood-
land reserve outside the UGB, the 
protected Grassy Eucalypt wood-
land area south of donnybrook 
road and the Kalkallo retarding 
basin.

in addition, an open space 
buffer is identified between the 
northern edge of the Growth 
corridor and wallan.  the ridge 
line to the west of the Growth 
corridor along with the promi-
nent volcanic hills within the 
northern portion of the Growth 
corridor will also be protected 
from urban development.

a potential location for a regional 
active open space facility is identi-
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MERRIFIELD PARK VISION
A NEW GROWTH AREA

At 384 hectares,  Merrifield Park is a significant public asset that will meet the needs of up to 
280,000 people. It is suitable for large-scale health, education, sporting and recreational needs for 
the next generation in the North Growth Corridor.  

Merrifield Park is located on the edge of Merrifield estate, which will create up to 25,000 jobs and 
eventually home a residential community of 30,000+ people.

Currently the Kalkallo Creek Catchment is aided by the $100m+ drainage scheme contributions to 
treat and manage storm water. Merrifield Park is the only opportunity to create a large permanent 
water body in the northern region for the long term benefit of the community and wider locality. 
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OBJECTIVES

IMMEDIATE ACTIONS 
• Ensure the Kalkallo Drainage Scheme design

maximises land for a multitude of uses, other
than drainage and retention

• Commence work on a masterplan with key
stakeholders – as a ‘’blueprint” for Merrifield
Park’s future

• Work towards securing a large, permanent
waterbody, as a key priority

• Evaluate demand for facilities and services
(public and private)

• Develop partnerships and agreements with key
stakeholders - through a ‘whole of government’
approach

• Secure funding sources for early provision of
water, community and sports & recreation
facilities

IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS

LIVEABILITY SUSTAINABILITY EMPLOYMENT
• Create and strengthen green

edge to Merrifield City Centre

• Unlock capacity for a better use
of land

• Promote active and healthy
population

• Access to live, work and be
active locally

• Enhance liveability of Merrifield
and the Hume region

• Place-making

• Drainage - water quality and
retention

• Capture and re-use of water
providing long term water
supply for corridor

• Job creation and enhancement 
• Business investment, driving

local economy

• Opportunities for large scale
public assets

FUTURE ACTIONS 
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The information in this brochure has been prepared by Merrifield Corporation (ACN 111 110 813) solely for informational 
purposes. The information contained herein has been prepared in good faith with due care. Any projections however, represent 
estimates only and may be based on assumptions which, while reasonable, may not be correct. We do not warrant the accuracy 

of information contained in this brochure and do not accept any liability for any error or discrepancy or negligence or otherwise in 
the information. This brochure is representative only. All enclosures in this brochure are owned by Merrifield and its consultants. 

This document remains the property of Merrifield Corporation (ACN 111 110 813) and should not be copied or distributed 
without prior approval. © Copyright Merrifield Corporation.
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