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RESPONSE FROM FRIENDS OF NEWPORT LAKES TO THE INQUIRY INTO 

ENVIRONMENTAL INFRASTRUCTURE FOR GROWING POPULATIONS 

 

The Newport Lakes Reserve benefits the local population by combining: 

 

 a large area of natural vegetation for walking, sitting and relaxing in the 

relative quiet of a beautiful green space in the heart of an area surrounded by busy 

arterial roads, active railway lines and industrial areas as well as residential areas 

where gardens typical of older properties are increasingly disappearing under 

developments which provide new residents with no garden or private outdoor space 

at all. 

 an area with a children’s playground and open space for games and 

BBQs/picnics 

 a large area where dogs can be exercised off leash. 

   

The residential areas adjacent to the Newport Lakes Reserve are fortunate in 

retaining many streets with nature strips supporting both mature and newly-planted 

street trees and, in some places, areas of shrubs and plants tended by residents. As 

gardens are increasingly disappearing as developers cram the maximum 

possible/permitted houses into former garden spaces, these nature strips and street 

trees provide ‘corridors’ for birds and remaining local fauna to larger green spaces 

like Newport Lakes as well as barriers to traffic noise, shade and health benefits, 

both physical and mental, to residents and encourage the appreciation and 

enjoyment of the natural world. 

 

Newport Lakes Reserve was created by the foresight, insight and perseverance of a 

small number of people when the future of the former bluestone quarry and the 

adjacent rubbish tip was in question. The benefits of this reserve both to humans and 

native endangered flora and fauna are indisputable. These benefits should inform 

the planning of all future housing developments. A reasonably sized area for a 

maintained green space should be mandatory in all future developments – the size 

to be determined not by the developer but by the planning authority on the advice of 

experts in environmental and public health. Co-operation across council boundaries 

could also provide wildlife corridors. 

People of all ages can and do use and enjoy Newport Lakes. It appeals to people 

from all cultures now resident in the area. It is also used by local schools as a 

resource. For many it is in walking or biking distance from their homes, an 

increasingly important consideration which should also inform the creation of new 

residential areas. Covid-19 has highlighted this vital function Newport Lakes Reserve 

offers. The increase in use is marked. Unfortunately the increased use has also  
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given rise to problems with areas reserved for planting and wildlife being ignored and 

used as play grounds or for walking in complete disregard of large signs. Economic 

considerations for the local council, otherwise supportive in general, mean funds are 

not available for improved fencing or patrolling by wardens, and the difficulty of 

enforcing or creating local laws to penalise such infringements all have an adverse 

effect on Newport Lakes as a wildlife reserve. 

 

Increasingly local groups are being formed or revitalised as people realise the 

importance of preserving and protecting the unique wildlife and environment of 

Victoria. There is much active involvement in working to enhance and protect what 

remains of natural areas close to residential areas and to educate people of all ages 

on its value. This lies at the heart of the work of The Friends of Newport Lakes. 

However trying to counter the current trend of regarding any open space/land 

adjacent to developed areas as only available or suitable for future development is 

not easy for volunteer groups or concerned individuals. Councils are under pressure 

to provide residential and industrial areas and are not willing or necessarily 

financially able to take into account the equal need for areas like Newport Lakes, 

protecting and providing nature reserves, green spaces for recreation outdoors or 

even street trees. Not to do so, and many seem even unaware of the resulting 

dangers of such neglect in the future, when reversing the resulting losses will be 

impossible, is indefensible when the scientific knowledge of the vital importance of 

immediate action is well known. 

 

Possibly the major necessities for the future well-being of humans and the 

environment as the population grows are: 

 

 economic assistance at all levels for the protection and provision of the 

natural environment in and around urban areas, present and envisaged. 

 the enforceable legal requirement for suitable green spaces in all residential 

developments. 

 

The experiences of members of The Friends of Newport Lakes over many years and 

recently have informed this report and these conclusions. 

 




