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Response to Parliamentary Inquiry into Environmental Infrastructure for Growing 
Populations. 
 
This submission has been prepared by staff at the Corangamite Catchment Management Authority. 
 
Part of securing environmental infrastructure for regional Victoria now and into the future should focus 
on conservation and enhancement of our natural resources including waterways, biodiversity and 
sustainable agricultural systems, so that they can continue to provide environmental, social, cultural and 
economic benefits. This includes surface and groundwater resources, riverine and estuarine floodplains, 
water quality and the quality of the riparian zone. 
 
The key element is the use of appropriate planning tools. It is more costly to rectify the impacts of 
population growth and development on environmental assets than to protect these assets in the first 
instance through planning mechanisms. 
 
The Corangamite Catchment Management Authority (CMA) region is experiencing rapid development 
and urban sprawl in key growth areas. The Geelong Region is experiencing ongoing and significant 
development pressures, with projected growth of 98% between 2016 and 2056 to approximately 
569,400 people and calculated based on population growth of 283,000 by 2056 compared to actual 
population of 286,400 in 2016. Similarly, the Ballarat Region is experiencing ongoing and significant 
development pressures, with projected growth of 62% between 2016 and 2056 to approximately 
259,500 people  and calculated based on population growth of 99,500 by 2056 compared to actual 
population of 160,000 in 2016 (source: Victoria in Future 2019: Population projections 2016 to 2056 
(DELWP, 2019). 
 
During this period of growth, planning applications have risen from 396 in 2006/07 to 1147 in 2019/20 (a 
189% increase, or an annual average increase of 13.5%). The average annual development protected 
from the impacts of riverine, stormwater and coastal flooding over the last four years was $409 million 
($1.64 billion in total) for planning referrals alone. 
 
The Floodplain Management Team at the Corangamite CMA is a referral body with the aim of ensuring 
developments do not impede on the need for floodwaters to be able to safely move across the flood 
plain and mitigate impacts to human assets and life. Therefore, also putting measures in place under the 
Regional Floodplain Management Strategy to ensure orderly developments. This increase has meant that 
meeting minimum statutory planning timeframes is under increasing pressure. This surge for specialised 
floodplain advice has been driven by the increase in development in our region, spanning across nine 
municipalities (particularly Geelong and Ballarat and other key areas identified in the Corangamite 
Regional floodplain Management Strategy, RFMS 2018-2028). Compounding the statutory timeframe 
pressures is the increasing complexity of applications that have arisen on account of urban sprawl 
encroaching into the floodplain, often into areas that are immediately adjacent to high value natural 
assets such as the Internationally listed Ramsar site just outside of Geelong.  
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A natural impact of population growth is the need to secure drinking water supply. Population growth 
pressures result in increasing need to take the water from our waterways for rural and urban water 
supply. As highlighted in the Long-Term Water Resource Assessment for Southern Victoria, that share of 
water left in waterways has declined over time against that taken for rural and urban use. While this is 
being addressed as part of the Sustainable Water Strategy, more work is required to make sure the 
water remaining in our waterways is sufficient to sustain the environmental Infrastructure valued by the 
growing community.  
 
In addition, urban development adjacent to the site is an emerging threat for waterways such as the 
Ramsar Listed lower Barwon Wetlands, referred to above. Increased runoff of reduced quality has the 
potential to impact on values and significantly change these sites. The ongoing development of 
Integrated Water Management Plans for new developments are critical as they take a holistic and 
modern approach to supply, use and discharge (point and diffuse) of water within new developments. 
Evidence shows that it is costlier to rectify these issues after they are implemented and have impact on 
environmental infrastructure. 
 
While Geelong has had access to trails and Parklands along the Barwon River, the current experience of 
the pandemic has demonstrated a significant use of these areas which in turn identifies that people 
place a significant social value on being able to access well maintained open and natural spaces for 
recreation and well-being. The Barwon Rivers Parkland is a partnership of public land managers1 as well 
as Wadawurrung Traditional Owner Aboriginal Corporation, G21, Dept Health and Human Services, 
Recreation Victoria and Greater Geelong and Bellarine Tourism. In acknowledgement of the urban 
growth corridors and the need to be integrated into the planning for the new developments, the 
partnership has extended the geographic scope to include Sparrovale near Armstrong Creek and up the 
Moorabool River towards Meredith. The desired outcome to provide equitable access to open and 
natural spaces, balanced with environmental outcomes would be achieved through the delivery of a 
Masterplan that covers the whole area. 
 
Aside from the CMA leading or participating in some of the above activities to manage for the impact of 
population growth, there are several other planning processes that have just commenced within the 
region: 

 Distinctive Areas and Landscapes legislation provides protection to environmental, agricultural, 
social, recreational and scenic landscapes by using planning instruments that limit urban 
encroachment and place planning constraints on the future use of rural landscapes.  

 Green wedges ensure that strategic breaks are included through planning processes where 
urban developments are occurring, these “wedges” provide a buffer between residential estates 
and also provide for natural and recreational values. 

 Strategic Agricultural Land places protection on highly productive land within proximity to 
markets that ensures continual supply with a smaller carbon footprint. 

 The Regional Catchment Strategy (RCS) provides the planning and management framework to 
ensure the sustainable management of the natural resources within the Corangamite Region. 
The RCS is developed in conjunction with the regional community and articulates the 
community’s aspirations for the environmental condition of the region. It is a place-based 
strategy that enables the various asset themes to be managed in an integrated way at a local and 
whole of catchment level. 

 
1 Corangamite CMA, Parks Victoria, City of Greater Geelong, Golden Plains Shire, Barwon Water, Barwon Coast Committee and 
Dept. Environment, Land, Water and Planning 



 

 

 The potential to extend existing Ramsar wetlands within the region supports the management 
and protection of these internationally recognised assets. Ramsar declaration provides the basis 
for the sustainable management of these wetlands to ensure their values are sustained. Any 
extension of existing boundaries will increase the extent of these areas under active 
management. The management programs implemented also enable the community to utilise 
and experience these values in a sustainable manner. 




