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YOUR SUBMISSION
Submission: 
"Anyone who believes exponential growth can go on forever in a finite world Is either a madman or an 
economist." Kenneth Boulding, economist, educator, peace activist, and interdisciplinary philosopher. (1910-
1993)

This submission may not fall within the terms of reference of the Inquiry but the terms of the Inquiry are 
predicated on the delusion that the future will be the same as today only with more - more people, more 
consumption, more growth. That future is impossible. The only things there will be more of is less of 
everything.

As of writing the global population of wild terrestrial and aquatic vertebrates has declined by 70% in the last 
50 years according to the World Wildlife Fund's Living Planet Report 2020.
(https://www.worldwildlife.org/press-releases/68-average-decline-in-species-population-sizes-since-1970-
says-new-wwf-report)

Insect populations globally have declined by 40% in the last 4 decades.
(https://www.pnas.org/content/118/2/e2023989118/)

96% of the mass of all living vertebrates are humans and domesticated/farmed animals - cattle, sheep, pigs, 
chickens etc - and wild animals account for just 4%.
(https://www.ecowatch.com/biomass-humans-animals-2571413930.html)

Global biodiversity has fallen on average to 84.6 percent of what it was before humans began changing 
landscapes.
(https://www.science.org/doi/full/10.1126/science.aag1712)

"Earth Overshoot Day marks the date when humanity’s demand for ecological resources and services in a 
given year exceeds what Earth can regenerate in that year. In 2021, it fell on July 29."
(https://www.overshootday.org/)

I submit the above as a prelude to asking, what future are you planning for?
The answer is clearly an impossible future: More people, more building, more C02, less food, less water, 
more fires, floods, storms, famines, resource wars, environmental refugees, infrastructure destruction, 
species loss and human decline.

Food production and water security are what we should be panning for. Our common wealth is being 
squandered on those things that have pushed the future the human endeavour to the brink of extinction: Land 
clearing, roads, urban desserts, limitless calls on a limited world in service of suicidal economic growth.

I submit that our common wealth should be expended exclusively on measures to secure the basics for the 
continuation of life.
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