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Innovative justice and youth focus at public hearing 
 
Academics and youth advocates are among several key expert witnesses set to appear at the parliamentary 
inquiry into Victoria’s criminal justice system next week. 
 
The Legislative Council Legal and Social Issues Committee will hold a public hearing via Zoom on Monday 
6 September and it will be live broadcast from 9:30 am. 

Smart Justice for Young People, a group of more than 40 organisations comprising specialists in social services, 
health and law will be represented alongside Youthlaw, a state-wide free community legal centre for young 
people. 

Innovative approaches to justice and research into law reform will be explored by the RMIT Centre for 
Innovative Justice and Australian Centre for Justice Innovation established by Monash University. 

“The Committee is very keen to discuss alternative approaches to justice, particularly how they relate to 
improved rehabilitative outcomes for specific cohorts,” Committee Chair Fiona Patten said. 

“Our inquiry has already heard how prisons contribute to recidivism rates and we need to look at other ways to 
reduce reoffending and keep our community safe.” 

Jesuit Social Services and Mental Health Legal Centre are among other witnesses scheduled to appear at 
Monday’s hearing. 

As part of its hearing process, the Committee will also hear from individuals about their personal experiences 
with the justice system. 

“It is important that we give a voice to those who have been directly affected by serious crime so we can create 
a justice system that focuses on the rights of victims,” Ms Patten said. 
 
The inquiry has accepted 58 submissions. Monday's hearing schedule and other information, including terms of 
reference and transcripts from previous public hearings, are available on the Committee’s website. 

A final report is due by 28 February 2022. 
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