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M E M B E R S  O F T H E  L E G IS L A T IV E  C O U N C IL  D U R IN G  T H E  P E R IO D  F R O M  2 9 t h  
JA N U A R Y , 1895, TO  7 t h  M A R C H , 1896, IN C L U S IV E .

Elected at— Dates
Provinces and Members. Remarks.

Nomination. Polling.
of Retire

ment.

MELBOURNE PRO VINCE:
The Honorables— 

James Service ... 
Cornelius Job Ham 
Robert Reid

George Selth Coppin 
succeeded by 

Sir Arthur Snowden

1 Sept. 1894 
27 Aug. 1892 
7 Feb. 1893

30 Aug. 1889

31 Aug. 1895

1900 
1898 
1896

1895

1901

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Seat vacated by being appointed 

Minister of Defence ; re-elected. 
Elected under A ct No. 995.

Elected in place of Hon. G. S. Coppin, 
who retired by rotation.

NORTH YARRA PROVINCE :
The Honorables—

Frederick Sheppard Grim wade 
Nathaniel Levi ...

W illiam P itt

1 Sept. 1894
8 Sept. 1892 

1 Aug. 1891

1900
1898

1896

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Elected in place of Hon. W . H. Roberts, 

who retired by rotation.
Elected in place of Hon. J, G. Beaney, 

deceased.
SOUTH YARRA PROVINCE : /

The Honorables—
Edward Miller ...
Simon Fraser
Lieut.-Col. Sir Frederick Thomas 

Sargood, K.C.M.G.
John Mark Davies 

succeeded by  
George Godfrey ...

1 Sept. 1894 
27 Aug. 1892 
6 Oct. 1894

18 Nov. 1890

12 Sept. 1895

1900 
1898 
1896

1895

1901

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Seat vacated by being appointed 

Minister of Defence; re-elected. 
Seat vacated by being appointed 

Minister of Ju stice; re-elected. 
Elected in place of Hon. J. M, Davies, 

who retired by rotation.

SOUTHERN PROVINCE :
The Honorables—

Sir William John Clarke, Bart..........
Donald Melville ...
Thomas Brunton

1 Sept. 1894 
27 Aug. 1892

11 Sept. 1890

1900
1898
1896

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Elected in place of Hon. C. H. James, 

who retired by rotation.

SOUTH-WESTERN PROVINCE :
The Honorables— 

Sidney Austin . . . .  
Joseph Henry Grey

Joseph Henry Connor

1 Sept. 1894 
21 Dec. 1894

29 Aug. 1890

1900
1898

1896

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Elected in place of Hon. D. S. Wallace, 

resigned.
Retired by rotation, and re-elected.

NELSON PROVINCE :
The Honorables—

William Henry Seville Osmand 
Thomas Dowling 
Samuel Williamson

1 Sept. 1894 
27 Aug. 1892

25 Sept. 1891

1900
1898
1896

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Elected in place of Hon. J. P. Mac- 

Pherson, deceased.

W ESTERN PROVINCE :
The Honorables—

Samuel W inter Cooke 
Nathan Thomley 
Agar W ynne ...

1 Sept. 1894 
27 Aug. 1892 
7 Feb. 1893

...
1900
1898
1896

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Seat vacated by being appointed Post

master-General ; re-elected.

NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCE :
The Honorables—

Joseph Major Pratt 
James Bell 
David Coutts
Duncan Elphinstone McBryde

31 Aug. 1895 
1 Sept. 1894 
27 Aug. 1892

19 Dec. 1891

1901
1900
1898
1896

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Elected in place of Hon. G. Young, 

deceased.

NORTHERN PROVINCE:
The Honorables—

George Simmie ...
Joseph Sternberg 
Joseph Henry Abbott 
William Irving Winter-Irving

31 Aug. 1895 
1 Sept. 1894 
27 Aug. 1892 
29 Aug. 1890

... 1901
1900
1898
1896

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected.



M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l — continued.

Provinces and Members.
Elected at-^

Dates

Nomination. Polling.
of Retire-

WELLINGTON PROVINCE :
The Honorables—

Edward Morey ...
David Ham
Thomas Drummond Wanliss

31 Aug. 1895 
1 Sept. 1894 
6 May 1893

1901
1900
1898

Henry Cuthbert... 6 Oct. 1894 1896

NORTH CENTRAL PROVINCE :
The Honorables—

Sir William Austin Zeal, K.C.M.G. 1 Sept. 1894 ... 1900

Dr. William Henry Embling 27 Aug. 1892 1898

Nicholas FitzGerald 29 Aug. 1890 1896

NORTH-EASTERN PROVINCE :
The Honorables— 

Arthur Otto Sachse 
Frederick Brown

1 Sept. 1894 
27 Aug. 1892

1900
1898

John Alston Wallace 29 Aug. 1890 1896

GIPPSLAND PROVINCE :
The Honorables— 

Charles Sargeant 
George Davis 
Edward Jolley Crooke

31 Aug. 1895 
1 Sept. 1894 
1 Sept. 1893

1901
1900
1898

William McCulloch 22 Feb. 1895 1896

SOUTH-EASTERN PROVINCE :
The Honorables—

Frank Stanley Dobson, LL.D., Q.C. 1 Sept. 1894 1900
succeeded by

James Callender Campbell 19 June 1895 1900

James Buchanan... 
James Balfour ...

27 Aug. 1892 
29 Aug. 1890

1898
1896

Remarks.

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Elected in place of Hon. E. Steinfeld, 

deceased.
Seat vacated by being appointed 

Solicitor-General; re-elected.

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Re-elected President, 4th October, 
1894.

Elected in place of Hon. W. E. Stan- 
bridge, who retired by rotation. 

Retired by rotation, and re-elected.

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected ; 

appointed Chairman of Committees, 
25th June, 1895.

Retired by rotation, and re-elected.

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Elected in place of Hon. W . Pearson, 

deceased.
Seat vacated by being appointed 

Minister of Defence; re-elected.

Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Re-appointed Chairman of Com
mittees, 30th October, 1894.

Elected in place of Hon. Dr. Dobson,
• deceased.
Retired by rotation, and re-elected. 
Retired by rotation, and re-elected.

Legislative Council, 
M elbourne, 7 th  M arch, 1896.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Parliaments.
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1 8 9 5 - 6 .

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF VICTORIA.

SECOND SESSION

OF T H E

SIXTEENTH PARLIAMENT.

I N D E X .
N otes— (1) For details as to the Proceedings on B ills, subsequent to their initiation, see pages x x x v ii to Hi.

(2) To facilitate reference to any Paper ordered to be printed, the Cypher (as A  1) at the bottom o f  the 
title-page o f  each Paper is shown in this Index.

A B O R IG IN E S — T hirty-first R eport of the Board for the  P ro tection  of the, 
in the Colony of V ictoria : P resen ted  (No. 78)

A ccounts, Public. See “ Public A ccounts.”

A ddresses—
To H er M ajesty  the Queen—

E xpressing  sym pathy w ith  H er M ajesty and other M embers of the 
Royal Fam ily  especially w ith  H .R .H . the Princess Beatrice on 
the death of H .R .H . Prince H enry of B attenberg  ...

M otion for concurring therein w ith  the Legislative 
Assem bly (Hon. H . Cuthbert) ...

Debated and agreed to 
A nd see “ D espatch,” &c., “ M essages from His

E xcellency the  Governor,” and “ M essages from the 
L egislative Assembly.”

To H is E xcellency the A dm inistrator o f the  Governm ent (S ir Jo h n  
M adden, L L .D ., Chief Ju s tic e )— In  reply to Speech on 
O pening of Parliam ent 

To H is Excellency the Governor (L ord  B rassey)—
On his assum ing th e  office of Governor of the colony ...

H is E xcellency’s reply  reported 
On the question of Official Precedence as regards the L egislative 

Council, praying th a t H is E xcellency would not sanction any 
order or regulation w hich would prejudicially affect the 
privileges of the Council and their President 

R equesting H is E xcellency to communicate by telegraph, for 
presentation to H er M ajesty  the Queen, the Jo in t Address of 
Condolence of the Council and the A ssem bly on the death of
H .R .H . P rince H enry of B attenberg

M otion for concurring therein w ith  the Legislative 
Assem bly (Hon. H . Cuthbert) ...

A greed to
A nd see “ D espatch ,” &c., “ Messages 

Excellency the G overnor,” and 
the Legislative A ssem bly.”

A dvances to M unicipalities (W ire N e tting ) B ill— B rought from the Legislative 
Assem bly (Hon. H . Cuthbert) : In itia ted  

Subsequent proceedings 
A gricu ltural Colleges A ct 1890 Am endm ent B ill (Hon. J. II . Connor) :  

In itia ted
Subsequent proceedings

“ M essages
from H is 

from

Minutes of -d Printed 
Proceedings § Papers.

Papers presented 
to Parliament.

Vol. 1 Vol. 2 VoL 3

Page. - Page. Page. Page. Page.

99 57

148

148
148

14, 15

83-4
85

101-2

00
00 

00

176
197

41
149



A gricultural Education—Accounts of the Trustees of A gricultural Colleges 
and the Council of : P resen ted—

From 1st Ju ly , 1893, to 31st December, 1893 (No. 5)
From  1st January , 1894, to 30th Ju n e , 1894 (No. 76)
From  1st Ju ly , 1894, to 31st December, 1894 (No. 77)
From  1st January , 1895, to 30th June , 1895 (No. 90) 

A gricu ltu ral In terests. See “ F iscal System  of V ictoria.”
A gricultural Society of V ictoria. See “ Council— Adjournm ent M otions.” 
A ppropriation B ill— B rought from the Legislative Assembly (Hon. I I . Cuthbert'): 

In itia ted
Subsequent proceedings 

A ra ra t Mechanics* In stitu te  Site Sale Bill— B rought from the Legislative 
Assembly (Hon. S. Williamson)'. In itiated  

Subsequent proceedings 
Argus— W reck of the s.s. See “ Council— A djournm ent M otions.”
A ssaults on Officers and Prisoners— Motion for a R eturn  giving—

1. Particu lars of each of the seven assaults on officers and nine assaults
on prisoners mentioned in the R eport of 1894 of the Inspector- 
General.

2. T he punishm ents accorded in each case. (Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir  F. T.
Sargood)

A greed to ...
R e tu rn ...

A ssent to B ills— H er M ajesty’s A ssent proclaimed to—
Governor’s Salary Reduction Bill ...
Ministers* Salaries Reduction B ill ...

By H is Excellency the G overnor in the presence of Parliam ent
And see “M essages from H is E xcellency the A dm inistrator of 

the Government** and “ M essages from H is E xcellency 
the Governor.”

Astronom er, Government. See “ O bservatory.”
A ustralasian  S tatistics for the  year 1893, w ith  a R eport by the Governm ent 

S ta tis t of V ic to ria : P resented  (N o. 1)

Minutes of 'g Printed 
Proceedings « Papers.

Page. Page.

Vol. 1. 

Page.

36 613
93 . . . . . .

137 . . .

126 . . .

B A N K  H olidays. See “ Public  and B ank H olidays B ill.’*
B ank L iabilities and A ssets— Summary of Sworn R eturns : P resen ted— 

For the Q uarter ended 31st December, 1894 (No. 4)
For the Q uarter ended 31st March, 1895 (No. 41)
For the Q uarter ended 30th Ju n e , 1895 (No. 65)
F or the Q uarter ended 30th Septem ber, 1895 (No. 89)

B anking— State. See “ S tate  B ank ing .”
B attenberg , H .R .H . Prince H enry of. See “ Addresses to the Queen ” and 

“ M essages from the Legislative A ssem bly.”
Benalla Court of Mines. See “ M ines A ct 1890.”
Bendigo— Supreme Court S ittings at. See “ Council— A djournm ent M otions.” 
Board of H ealth— V eterinary Surgeon to the. See “ Council— A diournm ent 

M otions.”
Book D ebts B ill (Hon. Lieut.-Col; S ir  F. T. Sargood) : Initiated

Subsequent proceedings

B oprt Land B ill—B rought from the Legislative Assembly (Hon. D. Coutts) : 
In itia ted

Subsequent proceedings 
B u tter, V ictorian. See “ Perishable P roducts.”

C A P E  P atterson  and K ilcunda Junction  Railw ay A ct Am endm ent and Con
tinuation B ill— B rought from the Legislative Assem bly (Hon. 
A. Wynne) : In itia ted

Subsequent proceedings

200
209-10 ,211

105-6 
122, 147

31
31
36

39 
39 

211, 237

13

13
20
49

121

73
76, 85-6, 90, 

94, 155, 
159, 166, 
168, 195

191
197-8 ,210

107 
108-9, 119, 

147

Papers presented 
to Parliament.

609
1127

Vol. 2. 

Page.

701

Vol. 3.

41
49

671

667



Chairm an of Committees. See under “ Council.”
C haritable Institu tions : P resen ted—

Supplem entary R eport of the R oyal Commission on (No. 48) 
R eport of Inspector for the year ended 30th Ju n e , 1895 (No. 73) 

C harities Medical Officers Bill {Hon. F. S. Grimivade) : In itia ted  ... 
Subsequent proceedings 

A nd see “ P etitions.”
Clerk of the Parliam ents. See under “ Council.”
Collection of Income T a x — Cost of. See “ Income T a x / ’
Companies A ct A m endm ent B ill {Hon. J . M. Davies) : In itia ted  ...

Subsequent proceedings i
Companies A ct 1890 further A m endm ent Bill {Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir  F. T. 

Sargoodi)'. In itia ted
Subsequent proceedings 

Companies A c t 1890 further A m endm ent B ill (No. 2)— B rought from the 
Legislative Assem bly {Hon. H . Cuthbert) : In itia ted

Subsequent proceedings ... ... ... j

A nd see “ Council— A djournm ent M otions.”
Companies A c t 1890— Sum m ary of S tatem ents for the year 1894 made by 

Companies transacting  Life A ssurance business in V ictoria : 
Presented 

Conference—
M essage from the L egislative Assem bly acquainting the Council th a t 

they desire a F ree Conference on the  subject-m atter of the am end
m ents made and insisted on by the Council in the R ailw ays Bill, and 
th a t they have appointed nine M embers to be M anagers of the 
said Conference

M otion for compliance w ith  the desire of the Assem bly for a 
F ree Conference, and for the appointm ent of nine Members 
of the Council as M anagers of the Conference {Hon. H. 
Cuthbert) ... ... ... ...

A greed to
Ordered th a t the Conference m eet in the South L ibrary  

a t half-past seven o’clock th is day 
Ordered tha t a M essage be transm itted to the 

Assem bly acquainting them w ith  the action of the 
Council ...

M anagers proceed to the Conference 
T he Hon. Lieut.-C ol. Sir F . T . Sargood reports results of the 

Conference
G overnm ent Shorthand W riter’s N otes on : Presented  (A  1) ... 

Conference. See “ P osta l and T elegraphic Conference, 1895.”
Consolidated Revenue B ill (No. 1)— B rought from the Legislative Assembly 

{Hon. H . Cuthbert) : In itia ted  
Subsequent proceedings 

Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 2)— B rought from the L egislative Assembly 
{Hon. H . Cuthbert) : In itia ted  

Subsequent proceedings 
Consolidated Revenue B ill (No. 3)— B rought from the L egislative Assembly 

{Hon. H . C uthbert): In itia ted  
Subsequent proceedings 

Consolidated R evenue B ill (No. 4 )—B rought from the Legislative Assem bly 
{Hon. H . Cicthbert) : In itia ted  

Subsequent proceedings 
C onstitution A ct A m endm ent A ct 1890, T h e— P a rt IX .— Tem porary A ppo in t

m ents under. See “ P arliam ent.”
C onstitution A m endm ent. See “ P ln ra l V oting Abolition and W omen’s Suf

frage B ill.”
C onstitution S tatu te —  Statem ent of E xpenditure  under Schedule D to 

A ct 18 & 19 V iet., cap. 55, during the year 1 8 9 4 -5 : Presented 
(No. 72)

Coppin, Hon. G. S .— L ette r from, on retiring  from Parliam entary life
Cost of Collection of Income T ax . See “ Incom e T a x .”
Council— . . .

A c t— G overnor assents to A ppropriation and other B ills m the presence
of Parliam ent

A ssent to other Bills announced. See “ M essages from H is 
E xcellency the A dm inistrator of the  Governm ent ’ and 
“ M essages from H is Excellency the Governor.”

Minutes of "g Printed 
Proceedings a Papers.
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Coun cil— continued.

A djournm ent

On account of the death of the Hon. Dr. Dobson ...
A nd see “ Council—A djournm ent M otions.”

A djournm ent M otions— U nder Standing Order No. 53, requiring 
Member to state the subject he proposes to speak to :—

{Hon. T. Brunton)— namely, “ T he subject of the Royal A gri
cultural Society of V ictoria ”

Debated
Q uestion— T h a t the  House do now adjourn—  

pu t and negatived 
{Hon. G. D avis)— namely, “ T he subject of the W reck of the 

s.s. A r g u s ’’''
D ebated

Q uestion— T h at the  House do now adjourn—  
put and negatived 

{Hon. D r. W. H . Embling')— namely, “ T he subject o f the 
present state of the V ictorian Defence F o rc e ”

D ebated
Question— T h at the  H ouse do now adjourn— 

put and negatived 
{Hon. D . E . M cBryde)— namely, “ T he subject of the super

vision of all stock killed for hum an consumption ” 
D ebated

Question— T h a t the House do now adjourn— 
put and negatived 

{Hon. J . H . Abbott) — namely, “ T he subject of certain para
graphs in the Bendigo Advertiser of 21st and 23rd 
October w ith  reference to the  abrupt adjournm ent of the 
Supreme Court on the 19th O ctober ”

Debated
Question— T h a t the House do now adjourn— 

put and negatived 
{Hon. F. S. Grimivade)—namely, “  T he subject of the w ith 

drawal of the Companies A c t 1890 fu rther Am endm ent 
B i l l” ...

Debated
Question— T h a t the House do now adjourn— 

put and negatived 
{Hon. J . G. Campbell) —namely, “ The subject of the appoint

ment of a qualified veterinary surgeon who has had 
practical experience, and is a suitable person for the 
appointm ent of veterinary surgeon to the Board of 
H ealth  ”

D ebated
Question— T hat the House do now adjourn— 

put and negatived 
{Hon. JV. Thornley)— namely, “ T he subject of the late arrival 

of trains ”
D ebated

Question— T h at the House do now adjourn— 
put and negatived 

{Hon. J. Service)— namely, “ The subject of the necessity of 
proceeding this Session w ith  the Companies A ct A m end
ment Bill ”

Debated
Question— T hat the House do now adjourn— 

put and negatived

Minutes of % Printed 
Proceedings <a Papers.

14, 16, 18, 
21, 26, 30, 
33, 37, 42, 
44, 47, 50, 
53, 58, 61,  
65, 68, 70, 
72, 74, 84, 
86, 88, 92, 
106, 127, 
133, 163, 
176, 211, 

235

Papers presented 
to Parliament.

Vol. 1. Vol. 2. Vol. 3. 

Page. Page. Page.



Council— continued.
A djournm ent M otions— U nder Standing Order No. 5 8 — continued.

(Hon. T . D owling)— namely, “ T he subject of the amendment 
of the Incom e T ax  A c t” ...

D ebated
Q uestion— T h a t the House do now adjourn— 

pu t and negatived 
(Hon. J . Service)— nam ely, “ T he subject of the adjournm ent 

of the  Council for the holidays ”
D ebated

Question— T h at the House do now adjourn—  
put and negatived 

(Hon. O. D avis)— namely, “ T he subject of the  dam and 
reservoir it is proposed to construct across a gorge in the 
ranges near W a lh a lla ” . ...

D ebated
Q uestion— T h a t the  House do now adjourn—  

put and negatived 
(H on. N . Thornley)— namely, “ T he subject of the rabbit pest 

in th is colony ” ...
Debated

Question— T h a t the House do now adjourn— 
put and negatived 

(Hon. J . B ell)—nam ely, “ T he subject of sending in the 
Incom e T ax  Schedules” ...

D ebated
Q uestion— T h a t the House do now adjourn—  

put and negatived 
(Hon. A . W ynne)— namely, “  T he subject of the la te  arrival 

of the  W arm am bool tra in s ”
D ebated

Question— T h a t the  House do now adjourn— 
pu t and negatived 

(Hon. J. Service)— namely, “ T he subject of the forms of R eturn 
for the Incom e T ax  ”

D ebated
Q uestion— T h at the H ouse do now adjourn—  

put and negatived 
(Hon. G. D avis)— namely, “ The subject of the  O uttrim  railw ay 

s ta tio n ”
Debated

Question— T h a t the House do now adjourn—  
put and negatived

A nd  see “ O uttrim ,” &c.
(Hon G. Godfrey)—namely, “ T h e  subject o f the  reply given 

yesterday by the H on. the  Solicitor-G eneral to a question 
as to Incom e T a x  on G ifts ” ... ...

D ebated
Question— T h a t the  House do now adjourn— 

pu t and negatived 
A dm inistrator of the  G overnm ent ^Sir Jo h n  M adden, L L .D ., Chief 

Ju s tic e )— A pproach of H is E xcellency the, announced
Commands U sher to desire attendance of the Legislative 

Assem bly 
Speech of, on Opening of Parliam ent 

Reported
M otion for A ddress in Reply (Hon. C. Sargeant) 
Committee appointed to prepare Address 
A ddress brought up

M otion: “ T h a t the  Council agree w ith  the Com
m ittee in the said A ddress”  (Hon. C. Sargeant) 

D ebated 
A greed to ...
Ordered to be presented to H is E xcellency 
A ddress presented, and H is Excellency’s 

reply reported  ...
A ssents to Bills. See “ M essages from  His Excellency the 

A dm inistrator of the  G overnm ent.”
B usiness— D ays and H ours of M eeting appointed ...

Governm ent 
P riv a te  M em bers’
A dditional day of, appointed 
H our of m eeting altered ...
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Minutes of -a Printed 
Proceedings |  Papers.

C oun cil—continued.
Chairm an of Committees— The late (the H on. F. S. Dobson, LL.D ., 

Q .C .)— T he President announces the death of
M o tion : “ T h a t this House desires to place on record 

its deep sense of the loss which it has sustained 
through the death of its late Chairman of Com
mittees, the Hon. F rank  Stanley Dobson, L L .D ., 
Q .C.” {Hon. H . Cuthbert)

D ebated and agreed to 
M otion: “ T h a t the P resident be requested to forward a 

copy of the foregoing resolution to the widow of the 
late D r. Dobson ” {Hon. Id. Cuthbert)

Agreed to 
T he  Hon. Frederick Brow n—Elected

Congratulated on election
R eturns thanks for his election to the office of ...
A bsence of ... •••

A cting, appointed ... ... ...
Clerk of the Parliam ents and C lerk of the Legislative Council (George

H enry Jenkins, C .M .G .)—
Reads Proclam ation fixing the tim e for holding the Second Session 

of the S ixteenth  Parliam ent

Lays Papers on the Table, pursuant to the directions of several 
A cts of Parliam ent ...

Reads A ddresses

Reads P etitions ...

Page. Page.

Receives A ppropriation B ill from the Speaker of the L egislative 
Assem bly ...

Reads Royal A ssent to Bills
L e tte r from the, respecting position allo tted  to him on the occasion 

of the reception of H is E xcellency Lord Brassey ...
Committees, Select, appointed—

A ddress in Reply to the  Opening Speech of H is E xcellency the 
A dm inistrator of the Governm ent 

Standing Orders 
Parliam ent B uildings (Jo in t)
L ibrary  (Jo in t)  ...
Refreshm ent Rooms (Jo in t)
P rin ting
Elections and Qualifications 
E lectric  L ig h t and Pow er B ill 
Usurious M oney-lenders ...
Factories and Shops A ct 1890 A m endm ent B ill

A nd see u E lectric L igh t and Pow er B ill,”  “ Factories and 
Shops A ct 1890 Am endm ent B ill,” “ Parliam entary  Standing 
Committee on R ailw ays,” “ S tanding Orders Committee,” 
“ Select Committee,” and “ U surious M oney-lenders ”

D ays of Business. See “ Council—B usiness.”

Divisions—
On the Hon. J .  B alfour’s motion for the adjournm ent of the 

debate on the secoi. d read ing  of the T reasury Deposits In terest 
Bill

On the- Hon. J .  M . P ra t t ’s amendment to the question th a t 
the  P lu ra l V oting Abolition and W omen’s Suffrage B ill be 
now read a second time, v iz .:— “ T h a t all the words after the

17

18
18

18 
18 
24 
24 
24 

36, 40 
36, 40
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J13, 20 ,24 , 
27, 32, 36, 
40, 43, 49, 
51, 57, 60, 
64, 6 9 ,71 , 
73, 75, 82, 
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129, 137, 
147, 159, 
163, 166, 
171, 189, 
219, 233, 

237 
148 

71, 107, 
111, 113, 
119, 135, 

219
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16
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51
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Council— continued.
Divisions— continued.

word “ T h a t ”  be omitted, w ith  a view  to insert in place 
thereof the following words :— “ this House will not proceed 
w ith  the P lu ra l V oting Abolition and W omen’s Suffrage Bill 
until a  measure has been subm itted to Parliam ent, having for 
its object the  reduction of the num ber of Members in both 
Houses of Parliam ent, in accordance w ith  the view s expressed 
by the M embers of the Legislative Assembly on the occasion 
o f the last G eneral E lection and demanded by the m ajority of 
the electors ”

On the H on. W . M cCulloch’s motion for the second reading of 
the P lu ra l V oting A bolition and W omen’s Suffrage B ill 

On the Hon. H . C uthbert’s motion for the second reading of 
the  Lapsed B ills R estoration Bill 

On the H on. J .  S ternberg’s motion for the adjournm ent of the 
debate on the second reading of the V egetation Diseases Bill 

On the H on. I I . C u thbert’s motion for not insisting on the 
am endm ent to omit “ may if he thinks f i t” and insert “ s h a ll”

On
in line 39 of clause 25 of the M allee Lands Bill

On

On

On

On

the H on. H . C uthbert’s motion for not insisting on the 
amendment to add “ and the words £ w ithin tw elve m onths ’ 
substitu ted  therefor ” at end of clause 10 of the Instrum ents 
A c t 1890 fu rther Am endm ent Bill
the Hon. H . C uthbert’s motion for not insisting on the 
am endm ent to omit “ and from the time of the commencement 
of the said A ct be deemed to have m eant,” in lines 37-8 of 
clause 12 of the  Instrum ents A ct 1890 further Am endment 
B ill

the Hon. J .  B ell’s motion for the adjournm ent of the de
bate on the  second reading of the Federation of A ustralasia 
E nabling  B ill

On th e  Hon. H . C uthbert’s motion for not insisting on disagree
ing w ith  the amendment to omit “ or b lock” in an amendment 
of the Council in clause 2 of the  M allee Lands B ill 

the H on. H . C u thbert’s motion for not insisting on certain 
amendments in the  Federation  of A ustralasia E nabling B i l l ... 
the  Hon. L ieut.-C ol. Sir F . T . Sargood’s motion for the 
second reading of the  Land A cts A m endm ent B ill 

On the Hon. II . C u thbert’s motion for not insisting on the amend
m ents of the Council disagreed w ith  by the Assem bly in 
the Federation of A ustralasia  E nabling B ill (No. 2)

On the Hon. H . C uthbert’s motion for not insisting on amendment 
to omit “ laundry o r ” in clause 3 of the Factories and Shops 
A ct 1890 Am endm ent B ill 

On the Hon. IL. Cuthbert’s motion for not insisting on amendments 
to omit clauses 32 and 33 of the Factories and Shops A ct 
1890 A m endm ent B ill 

On the Hon. H . C uthbert’s motion for not insisting  on am endm ent 
in lines 7 to 9 of clause 3 of the Factories and Shops A ct 
1890 A m endm ent Bill 

On the Hon. H . C uthbert’s motion for not insisting on am end
m ent to omit clause 16, and agreeing to consequential am end
ment of A ssem bly in Factories and Shops A ct 1890 A m end
m ent Bill

D ivision L is t— E rrors in, ordered to be corrected ...
G overnor—A pproach of H is E xcellency the, announced

Commands U sher to desire attendance of the Legislative Assembly 
Motion for A ddress to, on assum ption of office in the colony 

agreed to {Hon. I i .  Cuthbert)
A ddress agreed to

Ordered to be presented to His Excellency 
A ddress presented, and H is E xcellency’s reply 

reported
Speech of, on Prorogation of Parliam ent 
A ssents to Bills in the presence of Parliam ent

O ther Bills. See “ M essages from His Excellency the 
G overnor.”

M ember discharged from attendance on Select Committee ...
M ember appointed to Select Committee in place of Member discharged
M em ber retiring— L ette r read from Hon. G. S. Coppin
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Minutes of 'g Printed 
Proceedings os Papers.

Coun cil— continued.
Members, Declarations of— D elivered to the Clerk by —

T he Hon. W. M cCulloch
The Hons, the President, J .  H. A bbott, S.. A ustin , J .  Balfour, 

J .  Bell. F . Brown, T. Brunton, J .  B uchanan, Sir W . J .  Clarke, 
Bart.., J .  H . Connor, S. W . Cooke, D. Coutts, E . J .  Crooke, 
H . Cuthbert, J .  M. Davies, T . Dowling, Dr. W . H. Enabling, 
N . F itzG erald , J .  H . Grey, F . S. Grim wade, C. J .  Ham, 
N. Levi, D. M elville, E . M iller, E . Morey, W . P itt , J .  M. P ra tt, 
R. Reid, A. O. Sachse, C. Sargeanfc, Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T .
Sargood, J .  Service, G. Simmie, J .  Sternberg, N. Thorn ley,
J .  A . W allace, S. W illiamson, W . I. W inter-Irv ing, and A. 
W ynne 

T he Hon. S. F raser 
T he Hon. D. E . M cBryde 
T he Hons. G. Davis and W . H . S. Osmand 
T he H ons. T . D. W anliss and J .  C. Campbell 
T he Hon. D. Ham  
T he Hon. G. S. Coppin ...
T he  Hon. E . M orey ' •••
T he Hon. J .  M. P ra tt  
T he Hon. Sir A . Snowden 
T he H on. G. Simmie 
T he Hon. C. Sargeant 
T he Hon. G. Godfrey 

Members, N ew , sworn—
T he Hon. W . M cCulloch ...
T h e  H on. J .  C. Campbell ...
T he  Hon. E . Morey 
T he H on. J .  M. P ra t t  
T he Hon. S ir A . Snowden 
T he H on. G. Simmie 
T he H on. C. Sargeant 
T he Hon. G. G odfrey

A nd see “ Qualification of M em bers.”

Page.

Orders of the D ay discharged

P resid en t (T h e  Hon. Sir W illiam  A ustin  Zeal, K .C .M .G .)—
Announces issue of W rits

R eturns to W rits

R eports H is Excellency the A dm inistrator of the G overnm ent’s 
Speech on O pening of Parliam ent ...

A nsw er to A ddress in reply to Speech on Opening of P a rlia 
m ent .. ... ...

L ays upon the  T able his W arran t appointing the Committee of 
E lections and Qualifications

Inform s the Council of the death of the  Hon. Dr. Dobson, late 
Chairm an of Committees

A nnounces receipt of a letter from the Chairm an of Com
m ittees (H on. F . Brow n) apologising for his unavoidable 
absence

Announces receipt of telegram  intim ating illness of Chairm an of 
Committees

Announces receipt of a le tter from the Hon. G. S. Coppin, on his 
retiring from Parliam entary life

Reads le tte r from the Clerk of the Parliam ents respecting the 
position allotted to him on the occasion of the reception of 
H is Excellency Lord B rassey ...

Reports A nsw er of H is Excellency the Governor (Lord Brassey, 
K .C .B .), to Address on assum ption of the office o f Governor 
of the colony

Inform s the Council of an error in D ivision L ist and directs the 
Clerk to correct same 

Sessional Orders

4-13 
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59 
59 
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63 
63
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59 
59 
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63 
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Council of Defence. 
Council of Judges.

Council— continued.

Sessional Orders altered ...  ... .. .  |

V isitor, D istinguished— Chair provided on the floor of the Council 
Cham ber—

For the Hon. Sir G-eorge Shenton
F or the Hon. S ir Jam es Lee S teere
F or the Hon. Sir Jo sep h  P . A bbott, K .C .M .G .
F o r the  Hon. Sir Edw ard Braddon, K .C .M .G .

W rits of E lection—
R eturn  of W rit for M ember for G ippsland Province announced ... 
R etu rn  of W rit for M ember for South-E astern  Province announced 
Issue of W rits for M embers to serve for the  undermentioned 

Provinces in  the  place of M embers who retire  by rotation : 
Announced, v iz.:—

M elbourne, in the place of the Hon. G . S. Coppin 
South V arra, in the  place of the Hon. J .  M. Davies 
N orth-W estern , in the place of the Hon. J .  M. P ra t t  
N orthern , in the  place of the H on. G. Simmie 
W ellington, in  the place of the Hon. E . Morey 
G ippsland, in the place of the Hon. C. Sargeant 

R eturns thereto  announced for the  underm entioned Provinces, 
v iz .:—

M elbourne 
South Y arra  
N orth-W estern  ...
N orthern  
W ellington 
G ippsland
Sspp
See “ Supreme Court A ct 1890.”

C ountry F ire  Brigades. See “ F ire  B rigades A c ts .”
Courts of M ines. See “ Mines A c t 1890.’'
Crem ation B ill {Hon. F . S . Grimwade) : In itiated  

Subsequent proceedings 
Customs A c t 1890 : P resen ted—

A dditional D raw back Regulation— American Shelving (No. 22) 
D raw back Regulations A m ended— Tw ine, Reaper and B inder (N o. 23) 
D raw back R egulations (No. 94) ... •••

Customs and E xcise  D uties A c t 1890 : P resented—
M inor A rticles used in M a n u fa c tu re -  

Black R ivets (No. 15)
Coat H angers of M etal (No. 16) 

i  A pparel and Slops (No. 17)
W elts and Facings (No. 18)
Glass S toppers, Canvas Padding, &c. (No. 79)

D uty  on P ersian  L eather (No. 19) .. .  ♦
Surgical Instrum ents and A ppliances (No. 20) ... ...
D uty  on Carriages known as “ V ictorias ” (No. 21)
D uty  on Indiarubber Tires (No. 80) ... _ ••• y

Customs and E xcise  D uties B ill—B rought from the  Legislative Assembly 
{Hon. H . Cuthbert) : Initiated  •

Subsequent proceedings 
Customs Tariffs. See “ Uniform  Customs Tariffs.”

D A IR IE S  Supervision Bill {Hon. J . Sternberg) : In itia ted
Subsequent proceedings . . .  _ • ••• _

Dam and Reservoir near W alhalla. See “ Council—A djournm ent Motions. 
Defence Force. See “ Council— A djournm ent M otions.”
Defence— Report of the Council of : Presented  (No. 63) ...
Defences and D iscipline A ct 1890 ; P resented—

A lteration of Regulations for Rifle Clubs
Regulations ••• ••• ••• *•*
A nd see “ V ictorian M ilitary F o rc e s” and “ V ictorian N aval Forces. 

D eposits in Savings Banks. See “ In te rest on Savings B anks Deposits ” and 
“ P o st Office A ct 1890.”
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D espatch (Telegraphic) from Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies in 
reply to the Jo in t A ddress of Condolence of the Council and the 
A ssem bly on the death of H .R .H . P rince H enry of B attenburg ... 

Dimboola Shire and the W estern W immera Irrigation and W ater Supply 
T ru s t— Application of Municipal Funds : Presented 

D istinguished V isitor. See “ Council—Visitor.-”
Division L is t—E rror in, ordered to be corrected . . .  ... ...

E C H U C A  A gricultural Show Grounds Sale Bill (Hon. G. Sim m ie) : In itiated 
Subsequent proceedings 

Education— R eport of the M inister of Public Instruction for the year 1894-5 : 
P resented (No. 50)

E lections and Qualifications Committee— President’s W arrant appointing, laid 
on the Table

E lectric L igh t and Pow er Bill {Hon. H. Cuthbert) : In itiated

Subsequent proceedings

Committed to a Select Committee ...
Select Committee appointed

Member discharged from attendance
Member appointed to, in place of Member discharged
Quorum of, altered
Pow er given for certain petitioners to be heard by counsel, &c. 
Portions of resolutions rescinded respecting leave to be heard 

by counsel before Select Committee 
Resolution for Select Committee to hear counsel (to such 

ex ten t as they shall th ink  fit) on behalf of certain 
petitioners, agreed to 

R eport brought up (D  1)
Adopted

A nd see “ E lectric L igh t and Pow er T ru st,” 
“ P etitions,” and “ P o sta l and Telegraphic 
Conference, 1895.”

E lectric  L igh t and Pow er T ru st—M otion : “ (1) T hat, in the opinion of this House, 
an E lectric L igh t and Pow er T rust should be constituted, preferably 
upon the lines of the M elbourne Tram w ays T rust, for the following 
objects :— (a) To acquire by purchase all plant, stock, and good
will of all electric light and power companies or bodies and other 
lighting companies in the city of Melbourne, its contiguous cities 
and suburbs ; (b) To establish and regulate the electric lighting of 
the said cities and suburbs, and to have power to lease or licence 
such lighting to one or more companies to be formed for the 
purpose ; (c) To borrow and pay moneys for the above purposes, 
and to establish a sinking fund to provide for depreciation in value 
of plant, goodwill, &c. (2) T h a t it be an instruction to the Select
Committee upon the E lectric  L igh t and Pow er Bill to collect 
information and evidence upon the feasibility of the above scheme 
and to report thereon to this H ouse” {Hon. A. 0 . Sachse)

Debated and withdrawn 
Em ploym ent of the People. See “ Fiscal System  of V ictoria.”
E rro r in Division L ist ordered to be corrected ...
Evidence B ill {Hon. H . Cuthbert) : In itiated  

Subsequent proceedings 
E xem ptions from Income T ax . See “ Income T ax ,” &c.
E xhibition  T rustees—R eport of Proceedings, and S tatem ent of Income and 

Expenditure, for the year ended 30th Ju n e , 1895 : P resen ted  
(No. 69)

Explosives A ct 1890— Presented—
Addition to list of Explosives authorized for Im portation into and 

M anufacture in V ictoria (No. 27)
R eport of the Chief Inspector of Explosives to the Hon. the 

Commissioner for Trade and Customs, on the working of the 
Explosives A ct during the year 1894 (No. 55)

E xports. See “ Fiscal System of V ictoria.”
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F A C T O R IE S  A ct Inquiry  B oard—P resented—
M inutes of Evidence and Appendices
M inutes of Evidence and A ppendices (in substitution o f  paper  

previously presented) (No. 44)
Factories and Shops A c t 1890 Am endm ent B ill—B rought from the Legislative 

Assem bly (H on.-II. Cuthbert) : In itia ted  ... ... .;.

Subsequent proceedings

Committed to a Select Com m ittee on motion of H on. Lieut.-Co 
Sir F . T . Sargood

Select Committee appointed 
R eport brought up (D 4)

Adopted
A nd see “ P etitions.”

Factories, W ork-rooms, and Shops— R eport of the Chief Inspector of, for the  
year ended 31st December, 1894 : Presented (No. 49) ... 

Federation of A ustralasia E nabling  B ill— B rought from the Legislative Assem
bly (Hon. H . Cuthbert) : In itia ted  ...

Subsequent proceedings

Federation of A ustralasia  E nabling  B ill (No. 2 )— B rought from the Legislative 
Assem bly (Hon. H . Cuthbert) : In itia ted

Subsequent proceedings

Minutes of -a Printed 
Proceedings a  Papers.

  1
Federation of A ustralasia Representatives B ill— B rought from the Legislative 

Assem bly (Hon. H . Cuthbert) : In itia ted  
Subsequent proceedings 

F ire  B rigades A cts : P resen ted—
Country F ire  Brigades Board —

R eport of the, for the year ended 31st December, 1894 ; together 
w ith S tatem ents of receipts and expenditure and A ssets and 
L iabilities for th a t period 

M etropolitan F ire  B rigades B oard—
R eport for the  year ended 31st December, 1894 
A lteration  of R egulations ...

R egulations made by G overnor in Council ... ••• •••
F iscal System  of V ictoria— Second R eport of the Board appointed by H is 

Excellency the Governor in Council to  inquire into the effect of 
the F iscal System  of V ictoria upon In dustry  and Production ; 
upon the Em ploym ent of the People ; upon the condition and ex ten
sion of A gricultural, M ining, and other Producing In terests ; and 
upon E xports and Im ports : P resen ted  (No. 3)

Fisheries A c t 1890 : P resented—
Fishing in Lady B ay (N o. 24) ...
F ish ing  in L ake Tyers (N o. 25)
F ish ing  prohibited in  portion of the Goulburn R iver (No. 26)
Certain V arieties of F ish  added to the Second Schedule to the 

F isheries A ct 1890 (No. 81)
O yster D redging in W estern P o rt B ay (No. 82) ... ^.*.
N ettin g  in the vicinity of the M outh of the Y arra R iver (IS o. 83)

F linders-stree t R ailw ay Station. See “ P etitions.1”
Free Conference. See  “ Conference.”

F riendly  Societies : P resented—
R eport of the R egistrar of, for the year 1894 (No. 64)
S ix teen th  A nnual Report of the Proceedings of the Government S ta tist 

in connexion w ith— Report for the year 1893, to which are
appended V aluations of Friendly Societies, S tatistics of Friendly 
Societies, &c. (No. 6) ■
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Minutes of Printed 
Proceedings a Papers.

Friendly  Societies— continued.
Seventeenth A nnual R eport of the Proceedings of the G overnm ent 

S tatist in connexion w ith— R eport for the year 1894, to which are 
appended Valuations of Friendly Societies, S tatistics of Friendly 
Societies, & c .: Presented (No. 99)

Friendly Societies A ctuary’s Bill {Hon. S . Williamson for the Hon, D. Goutts) : 
Initiated

Subsequent proceedings ... ... ••• ••• •(

G A O L S. See “ A ssaults on Officers and P riso n e rs” and “ P enal E stab lish 
m ents and Gaols.”

Gaols B ill {Hon. H . Cuthbert): In itia ted

Subsequent proceedings ... ••• •••

G ippsland Province, R epresentation of—
R eturn  to W rit issued for the election of a Member in the place of the

Hon. W. McCulloch, who had accepted an office of profit under
the Crown, announced ... ... .. .  ••• *»•

T he Hon. W . M cCulloch sworn 
Issue  of a W rit for the election of a Member in the place of the 

Hon. C. Sargeant, who retired by rotation, announced ...
R eturn  to W rit, announced

The Hon. C. Sargeant introduced and sworn ...
G ippsland W est and M ornington (Rectification of Boundaries) B ill—B rought 

from the Legislative Assem bly {Hon. W. McCullocK) : In itia ted  ...
Subsequent proceedings

G oldsbrough M ort and Company Lim ited A rrangem ent B ill— B rought from 
the Legislative Assem bly {Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir  F. T. Sargood) : 
In itia ted

Subsequent proceedings ... ••• ••• j
Goods R ates— Special. See “ R ailw ays.”
G overnm ent Astronom er. See “ O bservatory.”
G overnor’s Salary Reduction B ill— H er M ajesty’s assent proclaimed to

H E N R Y , David. See “ Petitions ” and “ U surious M oney-lenders.”
H ospitals for the Insane— R eport of the Inspector o f Lunatic Asylum s for 

the  year ended 31st December, 1894 : Presented  (N o. 39)

IM P O R T S . See “ F iscal System of V ictoria.”
Incom e T a x —

Cost of Collection of— Motion for a R eturn  showing the actual cost 
to the 30th Ju n e  last of collecting the Income T ax  to  th a t date, 
under the following heads— (a) P reparing  and prin ting forms ; 
(5) D istribution of forms ; (c) Salaries of officers and clerical 
assistance ; (d) A ny other expenses {Hon. S . A ustin  for Hon. J . 
H . Grey) ... ... ... ... 1

A greed to ...
R eturn

E xem ptions from— M otion: “ T h a t in the opinion of th is House income 
tax  should not be charged on legacies nor on m atured policies of 
life assu rance” {Hon. T. D . Wanliss')

D ebated and agreed to
A nd see “ Council— A djournm ent M otions.”

Incom e T a x  A ct 1895: P resented
R egulations (N o. 40)
R egulations— Schedule amended (No. 95)
R egulations— Schedules amended (N o. 98)
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Incom e T ax  R ate  B ill—B rought from the L egislative Assem bly {Hon. W. 
McCulloch) : In itia ted

Subsequent proceedings 
Industry  and Production. See “ F iscal System  of V ictoria.”
In te rest on D eposits. See “ P o st Office A ct 1890.”
In te rest on Savings B anks’ D eposits : “ Motion, T h a t there be laid before this 

H ouse—"
1. T he report of the Commissioners of A ud it relating to  the

paym ent by the H onorable the T reasurer of interest upon 
funds and bank deposits paid or indorsed to the T reasurer 
by the Commissioners of Savings Banks.

2. A ny le tters  received by the H onorable the Treasurer from
the Commissioners in relation to the “ B ill to authorize 
the  paym ent of in terest on certain deposits in the Treasury .”

3. Copy of the  'agreem ents entered into between the late or
the present T reasurer in relation to the deposit by the 
Commissioners of Savings Banks of funds or bank 
deposits.

4. Copy of any recommendations or suggestions made to the
T reasurer by the Commissioners of Savings B anks in 
relation to the deposit by them  w ith  the T reasurer of 
funds and bank deposits ” {Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir  F. T. 
Sargood)

A greed to ...
In te s ta te s ' E sta tes B ill {Hon. A . Wynne) : In ita ted

Subsequent proceedings ... ... j
Instrum ents A ct 1890 fu rther Am endm ent B ill— B rought from the Legislative 

Assem bly {Hon. H . Cuthbert) :  In itia ted

Subsequent proceedings

JU D G E S , Council of. See “ Supreme Court A c t 1890.'’
Jum bunna and O uttrim  R ailw ay Construction A ct 1895 A m endm ent B ill— 

B rought from th e  L egislative Assem bly {Hon. W. McCulloch): 
In itia ted

Subsequent proceedings ... ... . . .  j
Ju ries A c t 1890 A m endm ent B ill— B rought from the Legislative Assembly 

{Hon. H . Cuthbert): In itia ted  
Subsequent proceedings

L A N D  A ct 1890 : P resen ted—
P a r t  I .— A lterations of Regulations-^-

C hapters V II . and IX ., &c. (No. 12)
C hapter X I . (N o. 14)
C hapters X I . and X I I I . ,  &c. (N o. 11)
Condition prohibiting stripping of bark  from  any standing live 

tree  (No. 13)
C hapter X .— Swamp Lands (No. 51) • ••

Schedule of Swamp Leases containing Special Conditions 
P a r t  I .— A ddition to R egulations (C hapters X I., X I I I . ,  and Schedule 

71) (No. 74) ... — ••• '
Land A cts Am endm ent B ill— B rought from the Legislative Assem bly {Hon. 

H . Cuthbert) : In itia ted  ... ... ... .

Subsequent proceedings ... ... ••• j
Land A cts and the W attles A c t 1890—R eport of Proceedings taken  under 

the provisions of the, during the year ending 3 le t December, 
1894; Presented (No* 45) **» **•
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Lapsed Bills R estoration B ill—B rought from the Legislative Assembly {Hon. 
H . Cuthbert) : Initiated

Subsequent proceedings 
L ate  T rains— Motion for a R eturn showing—

1. T he number of times the trains from W arrnambool to Melbourne
have been late during the last six months.

2. T he time each train  was late.
3. The reason thereof.
4. The like from Melbourne to W arnambool {Hon. A . Wynne)

A greed to 
R eturn

A nd see “ Council—A djournm ent M otions.”
Legislative Council— Members’ Qualification. See “ Qualification of M em bers.” 
L ibrary  Committee (Jo in t) appointed 
L ibrary, Public. See “ Public L ibrary, &c.”
Licensing A ct 1890 Am endm ent B ill {Hon. N . Levi) : Initiated

Subsequent proceedings ... ... ... j

Licensing A ct 1890 Amendm ent Bill (No. 2.)— B rought from the Legislative 
A ssem bly {Hon. I I . Cuthbert) : In itiated  

Subsequent proceedings 
Licensing of Surveyors B ill— B rought from the Legislative Assembly {Hon. 

N . Thornley) : In itia ted  ... .. .  ...

Subsequent proceedings

L ife Assurance Business. See “ Companies A ct 1890.”
Local Governm ent (M unicipal E lections) B ill—B rought from the Legislative 

Assembly {Hon. H . Cuthbert) : In itia ted  
Subsequent proceedings 

L unatic Asylums. See “ H ospitals for the Insane.”

M A L L E E  Lands B ill— B rought from the Legislative Assem bly {Hon. H . C uth
bert) : In itia ted  ...

Subsequent proceedings

I
M arine A ct 1890 further Am endment B ill—B rought from the Legislative 

Assem bly (1Ion. II. Cuthbert) : In itia ted  
Subsequent proceedings 

M arine A ct 1890 : Presented-—
A dditional G eneral R ule for the P orts in V ictoria.—P o rt of G ippsland 

Lakes (No. 28) ...
A dditions to and A lterations of General Rules for the P o rts  in 

V ictoria—
Oiling of J e t ty  Cranes, &c. (No. 29)
W ork on Sundays, &c. (No. 30)

Additional Regulation for the M anagem ent and G overnm ent of P ilo ts 
(No. 31)

Amended Lim its and Scales of P ilotage R ates.— R ates of P ilotage
(No. 32) .............................................................................

Amended Lim its and Scales of P ilo tage R ates for the P o rt of G ippsland 
Lakes (No. 33) ...

Regulations relating  to the M arking of Load-lines on Ships (No. 3 4 )... 
R egulations for the Exam ination ot M asters and M ates for Certificates 

of Competency (No. 85)
A nd see “ P o rt P h illip  P ilo t,” &c.

M arine A ct 1892— Fees for Certificates in connexion w ith the M arking of 
Load-lines on Ships : Presented (No. 35)

M arine Board of V ictoria— Statem ent of P ilo tage Receipts and D isbursem ents 
for the year ended 31st December, 1894 ; together w ith the A udit 
Commissioners' Certificate thereon : Presented (No. 36)

M arong Reserve M ining B ill— B rought from the Legislative Assembly {Hon.
II. Cuthbert) : Initiated  ...

Subsequent proceedings 
M arried Women’s P roperty  Bill {Hon. J . M . Davies) : In itiated

Subsequent proceedings
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Minutes of "g Printed 
Proceedings «s Papers.

M edical Officers B ill— See “ C harities M edical Officers B ill ”
M elbourne and M etropolitan Board of W orks— B alance-sheet and Statem ents 

of Accounts and C ontracts of the Board for the  year ending 
30th Ju n e , 1895 : Presented  

M elbourne H arbor T r u s t : P resen ted—
T h e A ccounts of the M elbourne H arbor T ru st for the year ended 31st 

December, 1894 (No. 37) ...
The A ccounts of the Melbourne H arbor T ru st for the six months ended 

30th June, 1895 (No. 86) ...
M elbourne Province, R epresentation of—

Issue of a W rit for the election of a M ember in the place of the 
Hon. G. S. Coppin, who retired by rotation, announced 

R eturn  to W rit announced
T he Hon. S ir A rth u r Snowden introduced and sworn ... 

M em bers— Qualification of. See “  Qualification of M em bers.”

M essages :—
From  H is Excellency the A dm inistrator of the Governm ent (S ir Joh n  

M adden, L L .D .)—
Inform ing the  Council th a t he had caused the Governor’s Salary 

Reduction B ill and the M inisters’ Salaries R eduction B ill, which 
were reserved for the  signification of H er M ajesty’s pleasure 
thereon, and w hich received H er M ajesty’s assent on the 11th 
M ay, 1895, to be proclaimed in the Victoria Government Gazette ... 

Inform ing the Council th a t he had given the Royal A ssent to th e— 
Ju rie s  A ct 1890 A m endm ent B ill ...
Supreme Court A ct 1890 fu rther Am endm ent Bill 
Consolidated Revenue B ill (No. 1) ...
M ildura W ater Supply B ill
Goldsbrough M ort and Company Lim ited A rrangem ent B ill 
M unicipalities* A dvances B ill 
Consolidated Revenue B ill (N o. 2) ...

F rom  H is Excellency the Governor (Lord Brassey) —
Inform ing the Council th a t he had given the R oyal A ssent to the—  

M arong Reserve M ining B ill 
L icensing of Surveyors B ill 
Customs and E xcise  D uties B ill 
Consolidated Revenue B ill (No. 3) ...
M unicipal O verdrafts (Indem nity) B ill
Cape P atterson  and K ilcunda Junction  R ailw ay A ct Am endm ent 

and Continuation Bill 
P rin te rs  and N ew spapers B ill ... •••
A ra ra t M echanics’ In s titu te  Site Sale B ill 
Consolidated Revenue B ill (No. 4) ...
M ildura Irrigation  T rusts B ill ...
Incom e T a x  R ate  B ill
M oolap Land Leasing B ill ...
Police R egulation A c t 1890 Am endm ent B ill
E lectric  L ig h t and Pow er Bill
L icensing A ct 1890 A m endm ent B ill (No. 2)
G aols Bill
M arried W omen’s P roperty  B ill 
V oluntary  Conveyances B ill 
F riend ly  Societies A ctuary ’s Bill ...
In te sta te s’ E sta tes B ill ... ••• ••• ***
Jum bunna and O uttrim  Railw ay Construction A ct 1895 Am end

m ent B ill 
T ru sts  B ill
Sale of Goods B ill ••• •••
Instrum ents A c t 1890 further Am endm ent B ill •••■
Book D ebts B ill
W ater A c t 1890 (P a r t 2) Am endm ent B ill ...
M arine A c t 1890 fu rther A m endm ent B ill ... ... . •••
G ippsland W est and M ornington (Rectification of Boundaries) 

B ill
M allee Lands B ill ...
T heatres A ct 1890 Am endm ent Bill
W idth  of T ires B ill ... ••• ••• ••• *•*
V egetation Diseases B ill ...
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M e ssa g e s— continued.
From  H is Excellency the Governor— continued.

Inform ing the Council th a t he had communicated, by telegraph, 
to the Principal Secretary of S tate for the Colonies, the 
A ddress of Condolence, expressing the sym pathy of the Legislative 
Council of Victoria w ith H er M ajesty and II . P . H . Princess 
Beatrice, on the death of H . R. H . Prince Henry of Battenberg, 
and transm itting  a copy of a telegraphic despatch Avhich he had 
received in reply thereto ...

Recommending amendments in the Book Debts B ill ... ...

From  the Legislative A ssem bly—
Transm itting  Ju ries  A ct 1890 Am endm ent Bill 
T ransm itting  Supreme Court A ct 1890 further Am endm ent B ill 
R eturning Ju ries  A ct 1890 Am endm ent Bill, notifying agreem ent to 

amendment of the C ouncil...
Returning Supreme Court A ct 1890 further Am endment Bill, notifying 

agreem ent to amendment of the Council 
T ransm itting  Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 1) ...
T ransm itting  Local Governm ent (M unicipal Elections) B i l l ... 
T ransm itting M ildura W ater Supply Bill
T ransm itting  M unicipalities’ A dvances Bill ... ... ...
T ransm itting  Goldsbrough M ort and Company Lim ited A rrangem ent 

Bill ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
R eturning Goldsbrough M ort and Company Lim ited A rrangem ent Bill, 

notifying agreem ent to amendments of the Council 
T ransm itting Licensing of Surveyors Bill ... ... ...
T ransm itting  Customs and Excise Duties Bill ... ...
T ransm itting M unicipal Overdrafts (Indem nity) B ill ... ...
T ransm itting  M arong Reserve M ining B ill 
T ransm itting  Treasury Deposits In te rest Bill 
T ransm itting  Consolidated Revenue B ill (No. 2) ...
R eturning Licensing of Surveyors Bill, notifying th a t they have agreed 

to some of the amendments of the Council, have disagreed w ith 
one of the said amendments, and have made a further amendment 

T ransm itting  Mallee Lands Bill ...
T ransm itting  Consolidated Revenue B ill (No. 3) ...
T ransm itting  Instrum ents A c t 1890 further Amendm ent Bill 
T ransm itting  Factories and Shops A ct 1890 Am endm ent B ill ... 
T ransm itting  P lu ra l V oting Abolition and W om en’s Suffrage Bill 
T ransm itting  Moolap Land Leasing B ill—
Transm itting  V egetation Diseases B ill .. .  ...
T ransm itting  A rara t M echanics’ In stitu te  Site Sale B ill ... ...
T ransm itting  M ildura Irrigation  T rusts Bill
Transm itting Cape Patterson and K ilcunda Junction  R ailw ay A ct 

Am endm ent and Continuation B ill ...
T ransm itting  Sugar B eet B ill ...
T ransm itting  Lapsed Bills Restoration Bill
T ransm itting  M essage from H is Excellency the Governor recommending 

an amendment in the Cape P atterson  and K ilcunda Junction  R ail
way A c t Am endment and Continuation Bill ...

R eturning P rin ters and N ew spapers B ill, notifying agreem ent to same 
Transm itting Police Regulation A ct 1890 A m endm ent Bill 
T ransm itting  Income T ax  R ate  Bill 
T ransm itting  Consolidated Revenue Bill (No. 4) ...
R eturning M ildura Irrigation  T rusts B ill, notifying th a t they have 

agreed to some of the amendments of the Council, have disagreed 
w ith others, and have agreed to one amendment w ith an amendment 

T ransm itting  Federation of A ustralasia Enabling Bill 
R eturning E lectric  L igh t and Pow er B ill w ith amendments 
T ransm itting Jum bunna and O uttrim  Railw ay Construction A ct 1895 

Amendment Bill 
T ransm itting Licensing A ct 1890 Amendment B ill (No. 2)
R eturning Moolap Land Leasing Bill, notifying agreem ent to amendment 

of the Council
R eturning Police Regulation A ct 1890 Amendment Bill, notifying 

agreem ent to the amendment of the Council ...
R eturning M allee Lands Bill, notifying th a t they  have agreed to some 

of the amendments of the Council, have disagreed w ith others of the 
said amendments, and have agreed to some of the said amendments 
w ith amendments, and have made two consequential amendments

Minutes of 'g Printed 
Proceedings «s Papers.

Page.

158
166

20
20

27

32
43
49
52
64

65

68
69
75
77
77
78
78

82
89
89
93
94
99

100
100
105
106

107
108
111

119
120
120
122
125

126
129
131

132
182

133

133

187

Papers presented 
to Parliament.

Vol. 1. 
Page.

Vol. 2. Vol. 3. 
Page.



M essages—continued.
From  the Legislative A ssem bly—continued.

R eturning Instrum ents A ct 1890 further Amendment Bill, notifying 
th a t they have agreed to some of the amendments of the Council, 
have disagreed w ith others of the said amendments, and have 
agreed to some of the said amendments w ith amendments 

T ransm itting  Address to H er M ajesty the Queen expressive of sympathy 
w ith H er M ajesty and other Members of the  Royal Fam ily, espe
cially w ith  H .R .H . the Princess Beatrice, on the death of H .R .H . 
Prince H enry of B attenberg ; also an Address to H is Excellency 
the Governor requesting him to forward such Address by telegraph, 
and requesting the concurrence of the Council 

And see “ Addresses,” &c.
T ransm itting  R ailw ays Bill 
R eturning Gaols B ill w ith  an amendment
R eturning M arried W omen’s Property  B ill w ith  an amendment 
R eturning Voluntary Conveyances Bill w ith an amendment 
R eturning Friendly Societies A ctuary’s Bill w ith  amendments 
Returning In testa tes’ E states B ill w ith amendments 
Returning Book Debts Bill w ith amendments 
R eturning T rusts B ill with amendments 
Returning Sale of Goods Bill w ith amendments
R eturning Mallee Lands Bill, insisting on disagreeing w ith  certain 

amendments of the Council, and also insisting on their amendment 
to omit “ or block ” in an amendment of the Council 

R eturning Instrum ents A ct 1890 further Amendment Bill, notifying 
th a t they do not insist on disagreeing w ith two of the amendments 
of the Council, and th a t they do insist on disagreeing w ith one of 
such amendments 

T ransm itting  W ater A ct 1890 (P a rt 2) Amendment Bill ... 
T ransm itting  M arine A ct 1890 further Amendment B ill 
R eturning M allee Lands Bill, not now insisting on disagreeing w ith 

the amendment insisted on by the Council 
R eturning Sale of Goods Bill, not insisting on their amendments dis

agreed w ith  by the Council 
T ransm itting  M essage from H is Excellency the  Governor recommend

ing an amendment in the Instrum ents A ct 1890 further Amend
m ent Bill

R eturning T heatres A ct 1890 Amendm ent B ill w ith amendments 
R eturning S treet B etting  Suppression Bill w ith amendments ...
T ransm itting G ippsland W est and M ornington (Rectification of 

Boundaries) Bill
T ransm itting  P o st Office A ct 1890 Am endm ent Bill ••• ...
R eturning Message from H is Excellency the Governor, recommending 

amendments in the Book Debts Bill, and notifying th a t they have 
agreed to the said amendments ... ••• _ •••

Returning Federation of A ustralasia Enabling Bill, notifying that they 
have agreed to some of the amendments of the Council, and have 
disagreed w ith  other of the said amendments ...

R eturning Vegetation Diseases Bill, notifying th a t they have agreed 
to some of the amendments of the Council, and have disagreed w ith 
other of the said amendments 

T ransm itting  Land A cts Amendment Bill 
R eturning Railways Bill, disagreeing wi

Council •*• <
T ransm itting Advances to M unicipalities (W ire N etting) B ill ...
T ransm itting M essage from H is Excellency the Governor recommending 

amendments in the Mallee Lands Bill 
T ransm itting R ailw ay Loan A pplication Bill •••
T ransm itting  Federation of A ustralasia Representatives Bill
Transm itting Seed B ill ... • ••• *"
R eturning Sugar B eet B ill, notifying tha t they have agreed to some of 

the amendments of the Council, have disagreed w ith otheis, and 
have agreed to two of the said amendments w ith amendments 

Returning V egetation Diseases Bill, insisting on disagreeing w ith the 
amendments of the Council ••• _  ̂ •••

R eturning Street B etting Suppression Bill, insisting on their amend
ment disagreed w ith by the Council 

Returning W idth of Tires Bill w ith amendments ...
Desiring a Free Conference on the subject-m atter of the amendments 

insisted on by the Council in the Railways Bill

w ith the amendments of the
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Minutes of ■§ Printed 
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M e s s i g e s —continued.
From  the Legislative A ssem bly—continued.

Transm itting  Federation of A ustralasia Enabling Bill (No. 2) 
T ransm itting  N unaw ading Lands E xchange Bill ...
T ransm itting  Boort Land Bill ... ... ... ‘ ^
R eturning W idth  of T ires B ill, not insisting on their amendment 

disagreed w ith  by the Council 
T ransm itting  M essage from H is E xcellency the Governor recommend- 

an amendment in the V egetation Diseases Bill 
R eturning Railw ays Bill, notifying that they insist on disagreeing w ith  

some of the amendments insisted on by the Council, tha t they do 
not insist on disagreeing w ith the omission of clause 13, that they 
insist on disagreeing w ith proposed new clauses A  to CC inclusive, 
but have inserted a new clause (A A A ) in place thereof, and have 
made certain consequential amendments 

R eturning S treet B etting  Suppression Bill, notifying their agreem ent to 
the amendment of the Council on an amendment of the Assembly 
in clause 5

R eturn ing  Sugar Beet B ill, notifying th a t they do not insist on disa
greeing w ith an amendment insisted on by the Council 

R eturn ing  Factories and Shops A ct 1890 Am endm ent Bill, notifying 
th a t they have agreed to some of the amendments of the Council, 
have disagreed w ith  others of the said amendments, have agreed 
to some of the said amendments w ith amendments, and have 
made certain consequential amendments 

T ransm itting  A ppropriation  B ill ... ... ...
R eturning Companies A ct Am endm ent Bill w ith amendments ...x
Iran sm ittin g  M essage from H is E xcellency the G overnor recommending 

an am endm ent in the B oort Land Bill 
R eturning R ailw ays Bill, notifying th a t they have agreed to the amend

m ents of the  Council in clause 11 
T ransm itting  Companies A ct 1890 fu rther Am endm ent B ill (No. 2) ... 
R eturn ing  Federation of A ustralasia E nabling Bill (No. 2), disagreeing 

w ith  the amendments of the Council 
Returning Factories and Shops A ct 1890 Am endm ent Bill, notifying 

th a t they insist on disagreeing w ith  some am endm ents of the 
Council, th a t they do not insist on disagreeing w ith  one of 
such amendments, and have made certain consequential am end
m ents ...

T ransm itting  M essage from H is Excellency the Governor recommending 
an amendment in the Railw ays B ill 

T ransm itting  M essage from H is Excellency the G overnor recommending 
an amendment in the Federation of A ustralasia E nab ling  B ill 
(No. 2)   ... ... ... 8

T ransm ittingM essage from H is Excellency the Governor recommending 
am endm ents in the Sugar B eet B il l . . .  ... ...

R eturn ing  Factories and Shops A ct 1890 Am endm ent Bill, notifying 
th a t they do not now insist on disagreeing w ith  some of the 
amendments still insisted on by the Council, have agreed to 
the consequential amendment made by the Council in clause 3, 
do not now insist on disagreeing w ith another of such am end
m ents, but have made a consequential amendment, and do 
still insist on disagreeing w ith other amendments still insisted on 
by the Council, but have made consequential am endm ents in one of 
such amendments, and further notifying th a t they insist on their 
amendm ent in clause 27, disagreed with by the Council, and w ith  
which disagreem ent the Assem bly om itted to deal in considering 
the M essage of the Council of the 28th February  ...

R eturning Factories and Shops_ A c t 1890 Am endm ent Bill," notifying 
th a t they still insist on disagreeing w ith the omission of clause 
16 and on their consequential amendments in the said clause, 
and still insist on disagreeing w ith  the amendments insisted 
on by the Council in clause 24 

R eturn ing  Companies A ct 1890 further Am endm ent B ill (No. 2) 
notifying th a t they have agreed to some of the amendments 
of the Council, have disagreed w ith  other of the said amendments, 
and have disagreed w ith other of the said amendments w ith  certain 
consequential amendments

M etropolitan F ire Brigades. See “ F ire  Brigades A cts.”
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M iJdura Irrigation  T rusts B ill— B rought from the Legislative Assembly 
{Hon. I I .  Cuthbert) : In itiated

Subsequent proceedings

A nd see “ P e titions.”
M ildura W ater Supply B ill— B rought from the Legislative A ssem bly {Hon. H .

Cuthbert) : In itia ted  ... .. .  ... ... ...
Subsequent proceedings 

M ilitary Forces. See “ V ictorian M ilitary Forces.”
Mines A ct 1890— C ourt of M ines a t B enalla— O rder in Council appointing the 

Court to be held a t Benalla : Presented 
Mines B ill {Hon. J . H . Abbott) : Initiated

Subsequent proceedings ... ...
M ining A ccident Relief F und. See “ V ictorian M ining A ccident Relief 

F u n d .”
M ining In terests. See “ F iscal System  of V ictoria.”
M inisters’ Salaries Reduction B ill— H er M ajesty’s assent proclaimed to 
M oney-Lenders. See “  U surious M oney-Lenders.”
Moolap Land Leasing B ill— B rough t from the Legislative Assem bly {Hon. 

H , Cuthbert) : In itia ted

Subsequent proceedings ...  ... ... j
M ornington Rectification of Boundaries B ill. See “ G-ippsland W est,” &c. 
M unicipal E lections Bill. See “ Local G overnm ent,” &c.
M unicipal O verdrafts (Indem nity) B ill— B rought from the Legislative Assembly 

{Hon. S . W illiam son): In itia ted

Subsequent proceedings ... ... ... |

M unicipalities’ A dvances B ill— B rought from the Legislative Assembly {Hon. 
H . Cuthbert) :  In itia ted  ... ... ... ...

Subsequent proceedings 
M useums. See a Public L ibrary ,”  &c.

N A T IO N A L  G allery of V ictoria. See “ Public  L ib rary ,” &c.
N aval Forces. See “ V ictorian N aval Forces.”
N eglected C hildren’s A ct 1890 : P resen ted—

A lteration  of Regulations 
A lteration  of R egulations 

N eglected C hildren and Reform atory Schools— R eport of the Secretary for 
the D epartm ent for, for the  year 1894 : P resented (No. 53) 

N ew spapers. See “ P rin te rs  and N ew spapers B ill.”
N orthern  Province, R epresentation of—

Issue of a W rit for the election of a M ember in the place of the 
H on. G. Simmie, who retired by rotation, announced 

R eturn  to W rit announced
T he  H onorable G. Simmie introduced and sworn 

N orth-W estern  P rov ince—R epresentation of—■
Issue of a  W rit for the election of a M ember in the place of the 

H on. J .  M. P ra tt, who retired  by rotation, announced ...
R e tu rn  to W rit announced

T he Hon. J .  M . P ra t t  introduced and sworn ... 
N unaw ading L ands E xchange B ill—B rought from the Legislative Assem bly 

{Hon. I I . Cuthbert) : In itia ted
Subsequent proceedings —

O B S E R V A T O R Y — T w enty-n in th  R eport of the Board of V isitors to the, 
together w ith the R eport of the G overnm ent A stronom er for the 
period from 1st Ju ly , 1893, to 30th M ay, 1895 ; to w hich is 
appended the T w enty-eigh th  R eport of the  Board of V isitors to 
the Observatory, w hich was not previously printed : P resen ted  
(No. 58)

Officers and Prisoners. See “ A ssaults on,” &c.
Official Precedence. See “ Precedence.”
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Outtrim , Proposed Railway Station at— M otion: “ T h a t the prayer of the 
petition presented from the business people of Outtrim  on the 21st 
instant, referring to the  site of the proposed railway station, be 
now taken into consideration ”  (Hon. G. Davis)

D ebated and withdrawn
A nd see “ Council— Adjournm ent M otions.”

O uttrim  Railw ay. See “ Jum bunna and O uttrim  R ailw ay,” &c.

P A R L IA M E N T —
Buildings Committee (Jo in t)  appointed ...
Proclam ation convening, read by the Clerk
Proceedings on Opening— By His Excellency the A dm inistrator of the

Government
Prorogation of— By H is E xcellency tho Governor 

S tatem ent showing the Name, Rem uneration, D uties, &c., of Person 
tem porarily employed in the  D epartm ent of the Legislative Council 
under the authority of P a r t  IX . of The Constitution Act Amendment 
Act 1890 : P resented 

S tatem ent showing the Name, Rem uneration, D uties, &c., of all Persons 
tem porarily employed in the D epartm ent of the Legislative 
Assem bly, under the authority  of P a r t  IX . of The Constitution Act 
Amendment Act 1890 : P resented 

P arliam entary  Franchise to Women. See a Petitions ” and “ P lu ra l V oting 
Abolition and W om en’s Suffrage B ill.”

Parliam entary  Standing Committee on R ailw ays— T hird  G eneral R eport : 
P resented  (No. 38)

T he Hon. E . M orey appointed a M ember 
P enal E stablishm ents and G aols—R eport o f the  Inspector-G eneral for the year 

1894 : P resen ted  (N o. 46)
A nd see “ A ssaults on Officers and Prisoners.”

Perishable Produce— Progress R eport of the Board appointed by H is E x ce l
lency the G overnor in Council to inquire into the alleged deteriorated 
condition of Victorian bu tter in E ngland, and to report as to the 
best means of m aintaining a h igh standard for perishable produce 
exported from Victoria ; w ith  M inutes of Evidence and A ppendix  :
Presented (No. 92) ... ...

Petitions : P resen ted—
Charities M edical Officers B ill—

From  certain M edical P ractitioners, M embers of Committee, Life- 
Governors, and Subscribers to the H ospitals, and Members of the 
E xecutive Committee of the Charity O rganization Society, praying 
th a t the Council would assist in  passing into law  the Charities 
M edical Officers B ill, or some other sufficient enactm ent to reform 
the present system of electing honorary medical officers to the 
hospitals 

E lectric  L igh t and Pow er B ill—
P ray ing  for leave to be heard by counsel, agents, and witnesses, &c.,

before the Select Committee on the B ill—
From  the Corporation of the C ity of M elbourne against certain pro

visions of the B ill 
From  the M etropolitan Gas Company against the said Bill or 

parts thereof, and in support of provisions for the protection 
of the petitioner

Severally ordered to be referred to the Select Committee 
on the Bill, and the petitioners given leave to be 
heard by counsel, agents, and w itnesses, &c., before 
the said Committee

Portions of resolutions, relating to the foregoing 
petitions directing petitioners to be beard 
by counsel, read and rescinded ...

From  the Corporation of the City of P rahran  against certain pro
visions of the Bill 

From  the Corporation of the City of Footscray 
From  the  A . U . Alcock E lectric L igh t and M otive Pow er Com

pany, Lim ited, against the said B ill or parts thereof, and in 
support of provisions for the protection of the petitioner 

From  T he N ew  A ustralian E lectric Company, L im ited .,,
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Minutes of 'g Printed 
Proceedings o» Papers.

P etitions— continued.
E lectric  L ig h t and Pow er B ill— continued.

From  J .  H . H addock, styling him self Chairm an of the M unicipal 
Conference, against certain provisions of the B ill ...

Severally ordered to be referred to the Select Committee 
on the B ill ...

From  the mayor, councillors, and citizens of the C ity  of F itzroy against 
certain provisions of the Bill, and praying th a t they may have leave 
to appear and be heard by them selves, the council's agents, and 
w itnesses before the Select Committee on the said B i l l .. .  ...

M otion for the petition to be referred to the  Select Committee 
on the  B ill, and for the petitioners to have leave to 
appear and be heard by them selves, the counciPs agents, 
and w itnesses before the said Committee (Hon. F . S. 
Grim/wade)

Debated
A m endm ent to omit all the words after the word 

“ B il l” (Hon. J . Service)
D ebated and agreed to 

P etition  referred to the Select Committee on the B ill 
Motion : “ T h a t all petitions presented to this House relating to the 

E lectric  L ig h t and Pow er B ill be referred to the  Select 
Committee on the Bill, and th a t the Committee have power to 
hear counsel (to such ex ten t as they  shall th ink  fit) on behalf 
of such petitioners” (Hon. H . Cuthbert) ...

A greed to
Factories and Shops A ct 1890 Am endm ent B ill—■

From  the Corporation and councillors of the Shire of Strathfieldsaye, 
praying th a t the Council would see fit to reject any proposal 
to ex tend  to shires the operation of the  ...

From  the Committee of M anagem ent of the W om en's Hospital, 
praying th a t the Council would reject clauses 45 and 48 

From  certain  laundry proprietors of M elbourne, praying th a t all 
charitable institutions which compete w ith them in the  open 
m arket m ight be placed on the same footing under the Factories 
A cts as the petitioners

Severally referred to the Committee on the B ill 
F rom  F . W. Foolm an, praying th a t the Council would insist on 

th e ir am endm ents in clauses 16, 19, and 24
M ildura Irriga tion  T ru s ts  Bill—

P ray ing  th a t the Council would make amendments in the B ill so as to 
remove certain  grievances set forth  in the  petition—

From  J .  D. Law, Gr. T . B aker, and F . G-. Sm ith, on behalf 
respectively of the B ank of V ictoria, Lim ited, the U nion B ank 
of A ustralia , L im ited, and the N ational B ank of A ustralasia, 
L im ited (E  1)

From  the T rustees E xecu to rs and A gency Company, L im ited 
From  R . E . Jacom b, Official L iquidator for the City of M elbourne 

Bank, Lim ited, in liquidation, and for the Federal B ank of 
A ustralia, Lim ited, in liquidation 

From  Jam es M cE w an and Company, L im ited, and others 
From  S. F ischer and Jo h n  F . M cCarron

Severally  referred to the Com m ittee on the  B ill ... |

O uttrim  R ailw ay S tation— From  certain business people of the tow nship 
of O uttrim , praying th a t the  Council, before assenting to a proposed 
expenditure of £900 in contingencies on a railw ay station, would take 
steps to  give relief to the petitioners from the hardship of being 
deprived of goods accommodation ... ... ... ....

A nd see “  O uttrim .”
P lu ra l V oting A bolition and W om en’s Suffrage B ill—

In  favour of the extension of the Parliam entary  franchise to wom en— 
From  women resident in F itzroy  
From  women resident in R ichm ond ...
From  women resident in South Y arra  
From  women resident in Footscray and elsewhere 
F rom  women resident in K ew  
From  women resident in P rahran  
From  women resident in Collingwood 
From  persons resident in Cresw ick and d istrict 
From  persons resident in B allarat and district
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P etitio n s—continued.
R ailw ay Loan A pplication B ill—

A gainst the proposed expenditure of £110,000 on the reconstruction of 
the F linders-street railw ay station—

From  the mayor and councillors of the Town of Northcole 
From the president, councillors, and ratepayers of the Shire of 

Preston
From  the president, councillors, and ratepayers of the Shire of 

H eidelberg ...
Severally referred to the Committee on the Bill 

S treet B etting  Suppression B ill—
From  J .  Jo h n  H ailey, styling himself Secretary of the Executive 

Committee of the Congregational Union of Victoria, praying 
th a t the Council would pass the Bill w ith as little delay as 
possible

Referred to the Committee on the Bill 
T heatres A ct 1890 Am endm ent Bill—

Pray ing  th a t the Council would pass the Bill w ith amendments pro
hibiting theatrical performances and charges of admission to places 
of entertainm ent on Sundays—

From  Jo h n  S. Chambers, styling himself M oderator of the 
Presbytery  of Melbourne N orth  

From  the Committee of the Lord’s Day Observance Society 
P ray ing  th a t the Council would pass the Bill, and would not allow 

any charge to be made for admission to theatres on Sunday, nor any 
stage performances to be given on th a t day—

From  Sami. T. .W ithington, H enry J .  Cock, and R. L. Balding, 
styling themselves respectively Chairm an and Secretaries 
of the W esleyan Temperance and Public M orality Com
m ittee ...

From  Thos. Lockwood and W illiam  Jones, styling themselves 
S tew ards of the P rah ran  Circuit, representing W esleyan 
Churches in P rahran , Malvern, and Toorak ...

From  Circuit Stew ards and Officers of the Brunswick W es
leyan Circuit, representing W esleyan Churches in B runs
wick, Moreland, and Coburg 

From David Gordon and H enry Jones, styling themselves Jo in t 
Conveners of the Committee on the S tate of Religion and 
Morals of the  Presbyterian Church of Victoria, praying th a t the 
Council would pass the Theatres A ct 1890 Am endm ent B ill w ith 
an amendment prohibiting any fixed charge for entrance to, or 
any fixed sum being taken up by collection at, any Sunday 
entertainm ent ...

Severally referred to the Committee on the  Bill 
U surious M oney-Lenders— From D avid H enry, financier, praying th a t 

he may have leave to appear and be heard by himself, his counsel, 
agents, and witnesses before the Select Committee on

Motion for the petition to be referred to the Select Committee 
on Usurious M oney-Lenders, and th a t the Committee have 
power to hear counsel (to such ex ten t as they shall think fit) 
on behalf of such petitioner (Hon. H . Cuthbert)

D ebated and agreed to ...
Pilotage Receipts. See “ M arine Board of V ictoria.”
P ilo t Sick and Superannuation Fund. See “ P o rt P h illip  P i lo t ,& q .
Plural V oting Abolition and W omen’s Suffrage Bill.— B rought from the 

Legislative Assembly (Hon. D . Coutts for the Hon. IV. McCulloch)-. 
In itiated

Minutes of % Printed 
Proceedings 53 Papers.

Subsequent proceedings

A nd see “ Petitions.”
Police M agistrate, Removal of— Motion: “ T h a t there be laid before th is House 

a copy of all the correspondence, including the reports from Clerks 
of Courts and the Police M agistrate, in the D epartm ent of the 
Solicitor-G eneral, relating to the removal of a Police M agistrate 
from the W estern D is tr ic t” (Hon. N . Thornley')

A greed to ...
R eturn

Police Regulation A ct 1890 Am endm ent B ill—B rought from the Legislative 
Assem bly (Hon. H . Cuthberi) : In itia ted

Subsequent proceedings ... ... ... |

P o rt P h illip  Pilot Sick and Superannuation F u n d —Regulations : P resented 
(No. 84)
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P o st Office A c t 1890: P resen ted—
Charges for Transm ission of Telegram s w ith in  V ictoria (N o. 7) 
Reduction in R ate of In te rest on Deposits in P ost Office Savings Bank 

(No. 42)
Telephone R a te s—Bendigo and W arrnambool (No. 43)

P ost Office A ct 1890 A m endm ent B ill— B rought from the LegislativeA ssem bly 
(Hon. H . Cuthbert) : In itia ted  

Subsequent proceedings 
P ost Office Savings Bank, V ictoria— Statem ent of A ccounts of the, for the  year 

1894: Presented (No. 1 0 )...
P o s t and Telegraph D epartm en t—R eport upon the affairs of the, for the year 

1894: Presented  (No. 8) ...
P o sta l and Telegraphic Conference, 1895.— Report of Proceedings of the Con

ference held in H obart, February, 1895.— M inutes of Proceedings, 
Second R eport of Com m ittee on E lectric  L ig h t and Pow er W ires, 
Papers laid before the Conference, R eport of D ebates, and R eport 

.of H eads of D epartm ents : P resen ted  (No. 57)
Precedence, Official— M otion: “ T h a t the question of Official Precedence in this 

colony be referred to the  Standing Orders Committee for considera
tion and report ”  (Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir  F. T . Sargood) ...

Debated
A greed to

R eport b rought up (D  2)
A dopted

A ddress to H is Excellency the G overnor 
agreed to

L ette r from the C lerk of the Parliam ents read 
P resident. See under “ C ouncil/’
P rin te rs  and N ew spapers B ill (Hon. H . Cuthbert) : In itia ted  

Subsequent proceedings 
P rin tin g  Committee appointed

T he Hons. C. Sargeant and T . D. W anliss appointed M embers 
Prisoners— A ssaults on Officers and. See “ A ssaults on O ff ic e rs & c .
P riv a te  B ill S tanding O rders— Motion : “ T h a t the question of preparing P riva te  

B ill S tanding Orders, so as to enable petitioners for P riv a te  Bills, 
if they  so desire, to introduce such B ills in the L egislative Council, 
be referred to the Standing Orders Committee for consideration and 
report ” (Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir  F . T . Sargood)

A greed to ... ... .. .  ... ...
Produce. See “ Perishable Produce.”
Production. See “ F iscal System  of V ictoria.-”
P ub lic  A ccounts— General R egulations respecting— Transfers under section 

32 of A ct No. 1066 : P resented (No. 67)
P ro te s t by Council in relation to a Bill
P ub lic  and B ank H olidays B ill (Hon. W. McCulloch) : In itia ted  ...

Subsequent proceedings 
P ub lic  Instruction . See  “ E ducation.”
P ub lic  L ibrary , M useums, and N ational G allery of V ic to ria—R eport of the 

T rustees of the— for 1894, w ith  a S tatem ent of Incom e and 
E xpend itu re  for the financial year 1893-4  : P resented  (No. 5 4 ) ... 

Public  Service A cts : P resented—
A lterations of Regulations
A ltera tion  of R egulations ... ... ... ...
A lteration  of R egulations 
A lteration  of R egulations ...
A lteration  of R egulations 
A lteration  of R egulations 
Regulation regarding T ravelling  A llow ances 
R egulation regarding Travelling  Allowances 
A lteration  of R egulations
R egulations (No. 96) ...  ... ...

Public Service Board— R e p o rt: P resen ted  (No. 66)

Q U A L IF IC A T IO N  of M embers— M otion: “  T ha t, in the opinion of this 
House, and w ith the view  of securing a w ider selection of experi
enced representatives for this Cham ber—

(1) T he present property qualification of M embers should be 
reduced to £500 real estate, and the assessm ent to £50  
per annum, and any M ember having been twice elected 
should not be required to declare as to property.
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Minutes of Printed 
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Qualification of M em bers: Motion— continued.
(2) T h a t the deposit money on nomination should be fixed 

at £50.
(3) T h a t a re-arrangem ent of some of the Provinces should 

be effected to secure a more equal representation of the 
vo ters” {Hon. D . Melville)

Debated
N egatived

Quorum of Select Committee altered ...

Page.

70 
70, 72 

72 
52

R A B B IT  Pest. See  “ Council— A djournm ent M otions.”
Railw ay Inquiry  Board. See “ R ailw ays.”
R ailw ay  Loan A pplication B ill— B rought from the Legislative Assembly 

{Hon. W. McCulloch): In itia ted
Subsequent proceedings

A nd see “ Petitions.”
Railw ay R ates—M otion: “ T h a t the  carriage by the R ailw ay D epartm ent of 

m anufactured articles from M elbourne to the interior a t consider
ably less rates than those charged for the carriage of the raw 
m aterials of industry  is—=

1. U nfair to the inland m anufacturers of such articles;
2. Tends to discourage industrial enterprise in the interior

of the colony; and
3. Should, as soon as possible, be discontinued by the R ail

w ay D epartm ent” {Hon. T . D . Wanliss)
D ebated and negatived 

R ailw ay Station at F linders-street. See “ Petitions.”
R ailw ay Station at Outtrim . See “ Council— A djournm ent M otions ” and 

“ O uttrim .”
R ailw ays: Presented—

R eport of the V ictorian Railw ays Commissioners for the year ending 
30th June , 1895 (No. 68) ...

R eturn of Special G-oods R ates for year ending 30th June , 1895 
R eport of the Board appointed by H is Excellency the Governor in 

Council to inquire into the w orking and management of the V ic
torian Railw ays (No. 71) ...

A nd see “ Petitions,” “ Railw ay R ates,” and “ L ate T rains.” 
R ailw ays B ill— B rought from the Legislative A ssem bly {Hon. H . Cuthbert)'. 

In itia ted

Subsequent proceedings

A nd see “ Conference.”
Reasons adopted by Council for amendments made in certain Bills ... 
Rectification of Boundaries B ill. See “ G ippsland W est,” &c.
Reform atory Schools. See “ N eglected Children,” &c.
R efreshm ent Rooms Committee (Jo in t) appointed 

T he Hon. E . Morey appointed a Member 
Rem oval of Police M agistrate. See “ Police M agistrate.”
Reservoir and Dam near W alhalla. See “ Council—A djournm ent M otions.” 
Rifle Clubs. See “  Defences and Discipline A ct 1890.”
R oyal A gricultural Society of Victoria. See “ Council— Adjournm ent 

M otions.”
R oyal C om m issio n -

On C haritable Institu tions. See “ Charitable Institu tions.”
On S tate  B anking. See “ S tate B anking.”
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S A L E  of Goods B ill {Hon. H . Cuthbert) : In itia ted  
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Savings Banks : P resen ted—
Statem ent and R eturns for the  year ended 30th Ju n e , 1895 (No. 70) 
General Order No. 21 
General O rder No. 22

A nd see “ In te res t on Savings B anks’ D ep o sits” and P o st Office 
Savings B anks,” &c.

Seed B ill— B rought from the Legislative A ssem bly (H o n .D . Coutts)'. In itia ted  
Subsequent proceedings 

Select Committee— M ember discharged from attendance 
M ember appointed m  place of Member discharged 

Settlem ent on Lands A c t 1893 : P resen ted—
A lteration of R egulations— Schedule B (No. 52; ...
R eport of Proceedings taken under the provisions of the, during th e  

financial year ended 30th June , 1895 (No. 56)
A lteration of R egulations—Schedule B (No. 75) ...

South-Eastern Province, R epresentation of—
R eturn  to W rit issued for the election of a M ember in the place of the 

Hon. F . S. Dobson, deceased, announced
T he Hon. J .  C. Campbell introduced and sworn ...

South Y arra  Province, R epresentation of—
Issue of a W rit for the election of a M ember in the place of the 

H on. J .  M. Davies, who retired by rotation, announced 
R eturn  to W rit announced

T he Hon. G. G odfrey introduced and sworn 
S tanding Orders Committee appointed

The H on. W . I . W in ter-Irv ing appointed a Member 
R eport of, on Official Precedence, brought up (D  2)

And see “ Precedence, Official” and “ P riva te  B ill Standing 
O rders.”

Standing Orders for P riva te  Bills. See “ P riva te  B ill S tanding O rders.”
S tate  B anking— R eport of the Royal Commission on : P resen ted  (No. 87) ••• 
S tatistical R egister of the Colony of V ictoria : P resen ted—

For the year 1894—
P a rt I .:  B lue Book (No. 2)

I I . :  In terchange (N o. 9)
I I I . :  Population  (No. 59)
IV .:  Accum ulation (No. 60)
V .: Finance, &c. (No. 61)

V I .:  V ital S tatistics, &c. (No. 62)
V II .:  L aw , Crime, &c. (N o. 9 1 ) . . .

V I I I . :  Production (No. 97)
Stock killed for H um an Consumption. See “ Council— A djournm ent M otions 
S treet B etting  Suppression B ill (Hon. H . Cuthbert) : In itia ted

Subsequent proceedings

L
A nd see “ P etitions.”

Sugar B eet Bill— B rought from the Legislative A ssem bly (Hon. H . Cuthbert) : 
In itia ted

r

Subsequent proceedings

I
Supply B ills. See “ Consolidated R evenue Bill.”
Supreme Court A c t 1890— R eport of the Council of Judges under section 33 

of the  : Presented (No. 93)
Supreme Court A ct 1890 fu rther A m endm ent B ill— B rought from the Legis

lative Assem bly (Hon. H . Cuthbert) : Initiated  
Subsequent proceedings 

Supreme Court at Bendigo—A b rup t adjournm ent of. See “ Council— A djourn
ment M otions.”

Sweating. See “ Factories A ct Inqu iry  Board.”

T A R IF F S . See “ Uniform  Customs Tariffs.”
Telegram s, Charges for. See “ P ost Office A c t 1890.”
T elegraphic Conference. See “ Postal and Telegraphic Conference.”  
Telephone R ates. See “ P o st Office A ct 1890.”
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T heatres A ct 1890 Amendment Bill (Hon. H . Cuthbert)-. In itia te d ...

Subsequent proceedings ... ... ...

T rade U nions—N inth  A nnual R eport of the Proceedings of the Assistant 
Government S ta tist in connexion w ith— R eport for the year 1894, 
w ith  an A ppendix : Presented (No. 88)

Trains, Late. See “ L ate T rains.”
Treasury Deposits In te rest Bill —B rought from the Legislative Assembly 

(Hon. W. McCulloch) : In itia ted  
Subsequent proceedings

A nd see “ In te rest on Savings B anks’ D eposits.”
T rusts Bill (Hon. H . Cuthbert) : In itiated

Subsequent proceedings ... .. .  ... <

U N IF O R M  Customs Tariffs— Motion : “ T ha t, in the opinion of this House, 
proposals should be made by the V ictorian Governm ent to the 
Prem iers of the other A ustralian  Colonies inviting them to appoint 
delegates to a Convention, w ith full powers to arrange and assimilate 
the various Customs Tariffs of the colonies” (Hon. C. Sargeant) ...

Debated
Debate adjourned for six months 

Usurious M oney-Lenders—Motion : “ T h a t a Select Committee be appointed to 
inquire into and report upon the m onetary transactions of Mr. 
D avid H enry and other usurious money-lenders, and generally to 
inquire into and report upon similar transactions ; such Committee 
to consist of the Honorables J .  Bell, Dr. W . IT. Enabling, S. Fraser, 
D. E . M cBryde, E . M iller, A. O. Sachse, N. Tbornley, S. W illiam 
son, and the M over, w ith power to send for persons, papers, and 
records, and to move from place to place ; three to be the quorum ” 
(Hon. D. Melville)

Debated
A greed to

Report brought up (D 3) ... ...
Motion for adoption of R eport (Hon. D. E . M cBryde) ... 

Amendment m oved: “ T h a t after the words ‘ recom
mend th a t ’ in the last paragraph of the R eport 
the words ‘ the Governm ent should take into 
consideration w hether ’ be inserted ; and after 
the word ‘ shou ld ’ the word ‘ n o t ’ be in se rted ” 
(Hon. J . Service) ...

D ebated and agreed to
R eport, as amended, adopted 

A nd see “ P etitions.”

Minutes of 'g Printed 
Proceedings d Papers.

V E G E T A T IO N  Diseases B ill— B rought from the Legislative Assem bly 
(Hon. II . Cuthbert)-. In itiated

Subsequent proceedings

Verm in D estruction A ct 1890, Amendm ent of—M otion: “ T hat, in the 
opinion of this House, an amendment of the Vermin D estruction 
A ct 1890 is urgently required in section 15 by om itting the word 
‘ necessary ’ and inserting ‘ reasonable ’ ” (Hon. T. Brunton) 

Debated and w ithdraw n 
V eterinary Surgeon to the Board of H ealth . See “ Council—A djournm ent 

M otions.”
V ictorian B utter in England. See “ Perishable P roducts.”
Victorian Defence Force. See “ Council— Adjournm ent M otions.”
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Victorian M ilitary  Forces : P resen ted—
A lteration of R egulations
A lterations of D ress Regulations
A lteration of R egulations (P a r t V I. Reserves)
A lteration  of D ress Regulations (X . A rm y Servico Corps, &c.)

And see “ Defences and Discipline A ct 1890.”
Victorian M ilitary and N aval Forces : P resen ted—

A lterations of and A dditions to F inancial and Store Regulations 
A lteration of F inancial and Store R egulations (P a rts  I I .  and V II .)  

Victorian M ining A ccident Relief F u n d —Balance-sheet 31st December, 1895 : 
P resented

Victorian N aval Forces— A lterations of and A dditional R egulations : Presented  
Victorian Railways. See “ R ailw ays.”
V illage Settlem ents. See “  Settlem ent on L ands A ct 1893.”
Visitor, D istinguished. See “ Council— V isitor.”
V oluntary Conveyances B ill (Hon. J . M . Davies') : In itia ted

Subsequent proceedings ...  ... ... <

W A L H A L L A —D am  and R eservoir near. See “ Council —  A djournm ent 
M otions.”

W arrnambool T rains. See “ Council—A djournm ent M otions.”
W ater A ct 1890 : P resen ted—

Dimboola Shire and the W estern W im m era Irrigation and W ater Supply 
T ru s t— A pplication of M unicipal Funds 

A nd see “ W im m era Shire,”  &c.
Irrigation  and W ater Supply T ru s ts—

B acchus M arsh—
G raduated R ate— Regulation No. 2 (D raft Form ) ...

; Regulation No. 2
Election 

B airnsdale— Regulation No. 9 
: Benjeroop and M urrab it—

R ating R egulation 
R ating  R egulation 

Campaspe—
R ating  Regulation 
R ating  Regulation 

Carrum — R ating R egulation 
Cohuna—

R egulation No. 10 
R egulation. No. 12 

E a s t B oort— R ating  R egulation
H arcourt— Quorum of Commissioners ... ... ...
Leaghur and M eering— R ating  Regulation 
Macorna N orth—

D istric t— R ating Divisions 
D is tric t—R ating  D ivisions
G raduated R a te— R egulation N o. 2 (D raft Form )

R egulation No. 2 
M arquis H ill—R ating  R egulation ...
M y a l l -

R ating  R egulation 
R ating  R egulation 

N o rth  B oort —R ating  R egulation ...
Rodney—

G raduated R a te— R egulation No. 12 (D raft Form ) 
Regulation N o. 12 

M aking an am ount from A uthorized Loan available
Loan ...  ......................

Sw an I l i l l—
D istrict altered 
R ating  Regulation 

Tragow el P la in s—
G raduated R ate— Regulation No. 12 (D raft Form ) 

Regulation No. 12
c 2
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W ater A ct 1890— continued.
Irrigation  and W ater Supply T ru s ts—continued.

Twelve-m ile— R ating R egulation ... - 
W  andella—

R ating R egulation 
Loan A vailable 

W estern W immera—
Regulations Nos. 16, 17, and 18 
R egulation ...

Y at chaw—
R ating Regulation
A uthority  to execute certain w orks a t B uckley’s Swamp 
A uthority  to obtain w ater from the Spring Creek ...
Loan

Wimmera Shire and the W estern W immera Irrigation  and W ater Supply 
T ru st—

A pplication of M unicipal Funds ... ,
A pplication of M unicipal Funds

A nd see “ Dimboola,” &c.
W ater A ct 1890 (P a rt 2) Amendment B ill— B rought from the Legislative 

Assembly (Hon. H . Cuthbert): In itia ted  
Subsequent proceedings 

W attles A ct 1890— Issue of Lease under section 3 : P resented 
A nd see “ Land A cts,”  &c.

W ellington Province, R epresentation of—
Issue of a W rit announced for the election of a M em ber in the 

place of the Hon. E . Morey, who retired by rotation 
R eturn  to W rit announced

The Hon. E . M orey introduced and sworn 
W estern D istrict. Removal of Police M agistrate  from. See “ Police M agis

tra te ,” &c.
W estern W immera Irrigation  and W ater Supply T rust. See “ W ater A ct 

1890— Dimboola,”  &c., and “ W ater A ct 1890— W im m era Shire,” 
&c.

W idth of T ires B ill (Hon. H . Cuthbert): In itiated
j

Subsequent proceedings ... .. .  ••• -j

W immera Shire. See under “ W ater A ct 1890.”
W ire N etting  Bill. See “ A dvances to M unicipalities,” &c.
W omen’s Suffrage. See “ Petitions ” and “ P lu ra l V oting Abolition and 

W omen’s Suffrage B ill.”
W rits. See “ Council— W rits of E lection .”
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P R O C E E D I N G S  ON B I L L S .





BILLS INTRODUCED IN THE LEGISLATIVE  
COUNCIL

A  2ND P R O C E E D I N G S  T H E R E O N  

DURING SESSION 1895-6.

ADVANCES TO M UNICIPALITIES (W IR E NETTING) BILL.
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES ACT 1890 AMENDMENT BILL.
APPROPRIATION BILL [Not printed by the Legislative Council].
ARARAT MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE SITE SALE BILL.
A USTRALASIAN FEDERATION. See “ F e d e r a t i o n ” .

BAN K  HOLIDAYS. See “  P u b l i c  a n d  B a n k  H o l i d a y s . ”

BOOK DEBTS BILL.
BOORT LAND BILL.
CAPE PATTERSON A ND  KILCUNDA JUNCTION RAILW AY ACT AMENDMENT A ND  CONTINUATION  

BILL.
CHARITIES MEDICAL OFFICERS BILL.
COMPANIES ACT AM ENDM ENT BILL.
COMPANIES ACT 1890 FUR TH ER  AMENDMENT BILL.
COMPANIES ACT 1890 FURTH ER AM ENDM ENT BILL (No. 2):
CONSOLIDATED R EV ENU E BILL (No. 1) '[N otprin ted  by the Legislative Council].
CONSOLIDATED R EV ENU E BILL (No. 2).
CONSOLIDATED R EV E N U E  BILL (No. 3).
CONSOLIDATED R EV ENU E BILL (No. 4) [Not printed by the Legislative Council].
CONSTITUTION AM ENDM ENT. See “ P l u r a l  V o t i n g  A b o l i t i o n  a n d  W o m e n ’s  S u f f r a g e . ” 

CREMATION BILL.
CUSTOMS AND EXCISE DUTIES BILL.
DAIRIES SUPERVISION BILL.
ECHUCA AGRICULTURAL SHOW GROUNDS SALE BILL.
ELECTORAL DISTRICTS BOUNDARIES AMENDMENT. See “ G ip p s la j s d  W e s t  a n d  M o r n i n g t o n . ”  

ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER BILL.
EVIDENCE BILL.
FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT 1890 AM ENDM ENT BILL.
FEDERATION OF AUSTRALASIA ENABLING BILL.
FEDERATION OF AUSTRALASIA ENABLING BILL (No. 2).
FEDERATION OF AUSTRALASIA REPRESENTATIVES BILL.
FRIEN DLY  SOCIETIES ACTUARY’S BILL.
GAOLS BILL.
GIPPSLAND W EST AND MORNINGTON (RECTIFICATION OF BOUNDARIES) BILL.
GOLDSBROUGH MORT AND COMPANY LIM ITED ARRANGEM ENT BILL.
GOODS. S e e  “ S a l e  o f  G o o d s .”

INCOME TAX RATE BILL.
INSTRUM ENTS ACT 1890 FURTHER AMENDM ENT BILL.
INTESTATES’ ESTATES BILL.
JU M BU NN A  AND OUTTRIM R AILW AY CONSTRUCTION ACT 1895 AMENDMENT BILL.
JU R IE S ACT 1890 AM ENDM ENT BILL.
LAND ACTS AMENDM ENT BILL.
LAPSED BILLS RESTORATION BILL.
LICENSING ACT 1890 AM ENDM ENT BILL.
LICENSING ACT 1890 AM ENDM ENT BILL (No. 2).
LICENSING OF SURVEYORS BILL.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT (M UNICIPAL ELECTIONS) BILL.
MALLEE LANDS BILL.
M A RIN E ACT 1890 FUR TH ER  AM ENDM ENT BILL.
MARONG RESERVE M INING BILL.
M ARRIED WOMEN’S PROPERTY BILL.
MEDICAL OFFICERS. See “  C h a r i t i e s  M e d i c a l  O f f i c e r s . ”



x l

MILDURA IRRIGATION TRUSTS BILL.
MILDURA W ATER SUPPLY BILL.
MINES BILL.
MOOLAP LAND LEASING BILL.
MORNINGTON (RECTIFICATION OF BOUNDARIES) See “ G ip p s la n d  W e s t  a n d  M o b n in g t o n .  ■ 

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. See “ L o c a l  G o v e k n m e n t  ( M u n ic i p a l  E l e c t i o n s . ) ”

MUNICIPAL OVERDRAFTS (INDEMNITY) BILL.
M UNICIPALITIES’ ADVANCES BILL.
NEW SPAPERS. See “ P b i n t e k s  a n d  N e w s p a p e r s . ”

N UNAW ADING  LANDS EXCHANGE BILL.
OUTTRIM RAILW AY. See “ J u m b u n n a  a n d  O u t t b im .”

PLURAL VOTING ABOLITION AND WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE BILL.
POLICE REGULATION ACT 1890 AMENDMENT BILL.
POST OFFICE ACT 1890 AMENDMENT BILL.
PRINTERS AND NEW SPAPERS BILL.
PUBLIC AND BANK HOLIDAYS BILL.
RAILW AY LOAN APPLICATION BILL.
RAILW AYS BILL.
RECTIFICATION OF BOUNDARIES. See “ G ip p s la n d  W e s t  a n d  M o b n in g t o n .

SALE OF GOODS BILL.
SEED BILL.
STREET BETTING SUPPRESSION BILL.
SUGAR BEET BILL.
SUPPLY. See “ C o n s o l i d a t e d  R e v e n u e . ”

SUPREME COURT ACT 1890 FURTHER AMENDMENT BILL.
THEATRES ACT 1890 AMENDMENT BILL.
TREASURY DEPOSITS INTEREST BILL.
TRUSTS BILL.
VEGETATION DISEASES BILL.
VOLUNTARY CONVEYANCES BILL.
W ATER ACT 1890 (PART 2) AMENDMENT BILL. .
W IDTH OF TIRES BILL.
W IRE NETTING. S e e  “ A d v a n c e s  t o  M u n i c i p a l i t i e s . ”

W OMEN’S SUFFRAGE. See “ P l u r a l  V o t i n g  A b o l i t i o n  a n d  W o m e n ’s  S u f f b a g e .

S U M M A R Y  O F P R O C E E D IN G S  O N  R IL L S .

Bills introduced during the Session ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 70

Initiated in the Legislative Council ... ... ... ... ... 24

Passed and assented to ... ... ... ... ... ... )4
„ the Legislative Council but not the Legislative Assembly ... 4

Discharged ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 4
Withdrawn ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 1
Second reading negatived ... ... ... ... ... ... 1

 24

Brought from the Legislative Assembly ... ... ... ... ... 46

Passed and assented to ... ... ... ... ... ... 87
„ the Legislative Council with amendments but not agreed to by the

Legislative Assembly ... ... ... ... ... 4
Discharged... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 3
Second reading negatived ... ... ... ... ... ... 2



PROCEEDINGS ON B IL L S .

S E S S I O N  1 8 9 5 - 6 .

A dvances to M unicipalities (W ire  N etting) 
B il l .— B ill in titu led  “ A n  A c t to authorize 
Advances to Municipalities fo r  the purchase o f  
W ire N etting .”— {Hon. H . Cuthbert.)— B rought 
from the L egislative Assem bly and read a 
first time, 13th February , 1896, p. 176.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Com m ittee and reported w ithout am end
m ent ; report considered and adopted ; B ill 
read the th ird  time and passed, 25tli February, 
p. 197. {Assented to 6th March. A ct No.
1434.)

A gricultural Colleges A ct 1890 A mendment 
B ill .— B ill to  amend the  Agricidtural Colleges 
A ct 1890.— {Hon. J . H. Connor.)— Initia ted  
and read a first time, 23rd Ju ly , 1895, p. 41.

Order for second reading discharged, and B ill 
w ithdraw n, 29th  January , 1896, p. 149.

A ppropriation B ill .— B ill in titu led  “ A n  A ct to 
apply a sum out o f  the Consolidated Revenue to 
the service o f  the year ending on the thirtieth day 
o f June One thousand eight hundred and ninety- 
six and to appropriate the Supplies granted in  
this Session o f  Parliament.— {Hon. H . Cuthbert.) 
— B rought from the Legislative Assem bly and 
read a first tim e, 26th  February , 1896, p. 200.

Read a second tim e and com m itted ; considered 
in Committee and reported w ithout am end
m ent ; report considered and a d o p te d ; B ill 
read the th ird  tim e and passed, 27th February , 
pp. 209—10. {Assented to 27th February. Act 
No. 1429.)

A rarat Mechanics’ Institute  S ite Sale B ill .—  
B ill intituled “ A n  A c t to provide fo r  the Sale 
o f  certain L and  set apart as a Site fo r  a 
Mechanics’ Institute at A rarat.”— {Hon. S . 
Williamson.)— B rought from the  Legislative 

A ssem bly and read a first time, 5 th  December, 
1895, pp . 105-6.

Read a second tim e and com m itted; considered 
in  Committee and reported w ithout am end
m ent ; report considered and adop ted ; Bill 
read the th ird  time and passed, 18th December, 
p. 122. {Assented to 24 th December. A ct No. 
1407.)

B ook D ebts B ill .— B ill relating  to the  A ssign
m ent or T ransfer of Book D ebts.— {Hon. Lieut.- 
Col. S ir  F . T. Sargood.)— Initia ted  and read 
a first time, 15th October, 1895, p. 73.

R ead a second tim e and com m itted; considered 
in  Committee and reported w ithout amend
m ent; report considered and adopted, 22nd 
October, p. 76.

O rder for th ird  reading discharged and B ill re 
committed for the reconsideration of clause 2 
and a proposed new  clause; reconsidered in 
Committee, 6 th November, pp. 85-6.

B ook D ebts B ill— continued.
F u rth e r considered in Committee and re-reported 

w ith amendments, 19th November, p. 90.
R eport considered and ad o p ted ; B ill read the 

th ird  time, further amended and passed, 26th  
November, p. 94.

M essage from  the Legislative A ssem bly notify
ing their agreem ent to the B ill w ith  amend
m ents, 4 th  February , 1896, p. 155.

A m endm ents considered and agreed to, 5 th  
February , p. 159.

Message from H is E xcellency the G overnor re
commending certain  amendments in the B ill; 
H is E xcellency’s amendments considered and 
agreed to, 11th February , p. 166.

M essage from the L egislative Assem bly notifying 
the ir agreem ent to H is E xcellency’s amend
m ents, 11th February , p. 168. {Assented to 
20th February. A ct N o. 1424.)

B o o r t  L a n d  B i l l .— B ill in titu led  “ A n  A ct to revoke 
the Permanent Reservation o f  certain Crown 
L a n d  in theparish o f  Boort.”— {Hon. D . Coutts.) 
— B rought from the  Legislative A ssem bly and 
read a first time, 20 th  February , 1896, p. 191.

Read a second tim e and com m itted; considered 
in Com m ittee and reported w ithout am endm ent; 
report considered and adopted; B ill read the th ird  
tim e and passed, 25 th  February , pp. 197-8.

M essage from the L egislative A ssem bly trans
m itting  M essage from H is Excellency the 
Governor recommending an amendment in the 
Bill, to w hich the Legislative Assem bly had 
agreed ; H is E xcellency’s am endm ent con
sidered and agreed to, 27th  February , p. 210. 
{Assented to 6th March. Act No. 1438.)

C a p e  P a t t e r s o n  a n d  K i l c u n d a  J u n c t io n  R a i l 
w a y  A ct  A m e n d m e n t  a n d  C o n t i n u a t io n  
B i l l .—B ill in tituled “ A n  A ct to amend and 
continue an Act intituled 6 A n  A ct to authorize 
the construction o f  the Cape Patterson and K il
cunda Junction Railway andfor other purposes.’ ” 
— {Hon. A . Wynne.)— Brought from the Legis
lative Assem bly. Standing Orders relating  to 
P riva te  Bills, by leave, suspended, and all fees 
rem itted w ith regard to the Bill, and B ill read 
a first time, 10th December, 1895, p. 107.

R ead a second time and committed ; considered 
in  Committee and reported w ithout amend
m ent ; report considered and adopted ; B ill 
read the th ird  time and passed, 10 th  December, 
pp. 108-9.

M essage from the Legislative Assem bly trans
m itting M essage from H is Excellency the 
Governor recommending an amendm ent in the 
B ill, to w hich the Legislative Assem bly had 
agreed ; H is Excellency’s amendment con
sidered and agreed to, 17th December, p. 119. 
{Assented to 24 th December. A ct No. 1405.)



C h a r i t i e s  M e d i c a l  O f f i c e r s  B i l l . — Bill to estab
lish a Council for the Election of Medical 
Officers of Public H ospitals and Charitable 
Institu tions.—  {lion. F . S . Grimwade.)—  
Initiated and read a first time, 20th A ugust, 
1895, p. 50.

Petition  presented, 27th A ugust, p. 51.
Motion for second reading negatived, 27th 

A ugust, p. 52.

C o m p a n i e s  A c t  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — Bill to amend 
the Companies Act Amendment Act 1892.— 
{Hon. J . M. Davies.')— Initia ted  and read a 
first time, 27th A ugust, 1895, p. 52.

Read a second time and committed; considered in 
Committee and reported w ithout am endm ent; 
report considered and adopted ; B ill read the 
th ird  time and passed, 3rd September, p. 57.

M essage from the Legislative Assembly notify
ing their agreement to the Bill w ith am end
ments, 26th February, 1896, p. 208.

Amendments considered and agreed to, 4th 
March, p. 231. {Assented to 7th March. Act 
No. 1442.)

C o m p a n i e s  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .  
— Bill to further amend the Companies Act 
1890.— {Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir  F. T. Sargood.)— 
Initiated  and read a first time, 4th December,
1895, p. 101.

R ead a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported w ithout amend
m ent ; report considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the th ird  time and passed, 11th December, 
p. 112. Bill not returned from the Legislative 
Assembly.

C o m p a n i e s  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l  
(No. 2).— B ill intituled “ A n  A ct to further  
amend the ‘ Companies Act 1890.’ ”— {lion. II . 
Cuthbert.)— B rought from the Legislative A s
sembly and read a first time, 27th February,
1896, p. 210.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported w ith amendments, 
28th February, p. 217.

Order for consideration of report discharged and 
B ill recommitted for the reconsideration of 
clauses 48, 49, 51, 56, and proposed new 
clauses ; reconsidered in Committee and re 
reported w ith  amendments ; report, by leave, 
considered and adopted ; Bill read the third 
time and passed, 3rd M arch, pp. 224—5.

M essage from the Legislative Assembly notify
ing tha t they have agreed to some of the 
amendments made by the Legislative Council 
and have disagreed w ith others of the said 
amendments, and have disagreed w ith  others 
of the said amendments w ith certain con
sequential amendments, 4th M arch, p. 232.

Amendments considered ; Legislative Council 
insist on their amendments disagreed w ith by 
the Legislative Assembly, 5th M arch, pp. 
234-5. Bill not returned from the Legislative 
Assembly.

C o n s o l i d a t e d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  (N o . 1).— Bill in
titu led  “ A n Act to apply out o f  the Consolidated 
Revenue the sum o f One million one hundred and 
twenty-one thousand nine hundred and ninety- 
five pounds to the service o f the year One thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-five and ninety-six! — 
{Hon. H . Cuthbert.)— Brought from the Legis
lative Assembly and read a first time ; read 
a second time and committed ; considered in 
Committee and reported w ithout am endm ent; 
report considered and adopted ; Bill read the 
third time and passed, 30th Ju ly , 1895, pp. 
43-4 . {Assented to 30th July. A c t No. 1395.)

C o n s o l i d a t e d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  (N o . 2).— Bill in
tituled “ A n Act to apply out o f the Consolidated 
Revenue the sum o f One million and forty-two  
thousand six hundred and eighty pounds to the 
service o f the year One thousand eight hundred 
and ninety-five and ninety-six R — {lion. H . 
Cuthbert.)— Brought from the Legislative A s
sembly Band read a first time ; read a second 
time, by leave, and committed ; considered in 
Committee, 23rd October, 1895, p. 78.

Further considered in Committee and reported 
w ithout am endm ent; report considered and 
adopted ; Bill read the third time and passed, 
24th October, p. 79. {Assented to 24 th October. 
Act No. 1399.)

C o n s o l i d a t e d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  (N o . 3).— Bill in
tituled “ A n  Act to apply out o f the Consolidated 
Revenue the sum o f  Severity-four thousand nine 
hundred and nine pounds to the service o f  the 
year One thousand eight hundred and ninety-jour 
and ninety fiv eR — {Hon. II. Cuthbert.)— Brought 
from the Legislative Assembly and read a first 
time, 19th November, 1895, p. 89.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee, 19th November, p. 90.

F u rther considered in Committee and reported 
w ithout am endm ent ; report considered and 
adopted ; Bill read the th ird  time and passed, 
20th November, p. 91. {Assented to 26th  
November. A ct No, 1403.)

C o n s o l i d a t e d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  ( N o .  4 ) . — B ill in
tituled “ A n  Act to apply out o f  the Consolidated 
Revenue the sum of Three hundred and twenty- 
one thousand six hundred an'd seventy-seven 
pounds to the service o f  the year One thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-five and ninety-sixR— 
{Hon. H . Cuthbert.)—B rought from the Legis
lative Assembly and read a first time ; read a 
second time and committed ; considered in 
Committee and reported w ithout am endm ent; 
report considered and adopted ; Bill read the 
th ird  time and passed, 19th December, 1895, 
pp. 125-6. {Assented to 24th December, Act 
No. 1408.)

C r e m a t i o n  B i l l . — B ill to regulate Crem ation.— 
{Hon. F. S . Grimwade.)— Initia ted  and read 
a first time, 6th November, 1895, p. 85.

M o tio n --T h a t this B ill be now read a second 
tim e—debate adjourned, 20th November, p. 92.

Order for resum ption of debate on second reading 
discharged and B ill w ithdraw n, 29th January , 
1896, p. 149.

C u s t o m s  a n d  E x c i s e  D u t i e s  B i l l . — Bill intituled 
“ A n  A ct for Granting Amending and Con
solidating Duties o f Customs and E xciseR — 
{Hon. II. Cuthbert.)— Brought from the L egis
lative Assem bly and read a first time, 22nd 
October, 1895, p. 75.

M otion—T h at this B ill be now read a second 
time ; debate in terrupted and resumed ; Bill 
read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported w ithout amend
ment ; report considered and adopted ; B ill 
read the th ird  time and passed, 29th October, 
pp. 82-3. {Assented to 18th November. Act 
No. 1401.)

D a i r i e s  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l . — B ill for the proper 
Supervision of Dairies and Dairy H erds and
for other purposes.— {Hon. J . Sternberg,)__
Initia ted  and read a first time, 2nd Ju ly , 1895
p. 28.



D airies S upervision B ill— continued.
M otion— T h at this B ill be u o a v  read a second 

tim e— debate adjourned, 6th November, p. 86; 
debate resumed ; m otion— T h a t the debate be 
now adjourned, negatived ; motion for second 
reading of the Bill, by leave, w ithdraw n, and 
Bill w ithdraw n, 12th November, p. 88.

E chuca A gricultural S how  G rounds S ale 
B ill .— B ill to provide for the Sale of the  
E chuca A gricultural Association Show Grounds 
in the Borough of E chuca.— (Hon. G. Simmie.) 
— Initia ted  and read a first time, 4th Decem
ber, 1895, p. 101.

Read a second tim e and com m itted ; considered 
in Committee and reported w ithout am end
m ent ; report considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 18th December, 
p. 121. B ill not returned from the Legislative 
Assembly.

E lectric L ight and P ower B ill .— B ill to facili
ta te  and regulate the supply of E lectric ity  for 
L igh ting  and for other purposes.— (Hon. H .  
Cuthbert.)— Initia ted  and read a first time, 
16th Ju ly , 1895, p. 36.

Read a second time and committed to a Select 
Committee, 20th  A ugust, p. 50.

Select Committee appointed, 27th A ugust, p. 51.
M ember of Select Committee discharged from 

attendance, 27th A ugust, p. 52 ; 3rd Septem 
ber, p. 56.

M ember of Select Committee appointed, 27th 
A ugust, p. 52 ; 3rd September, p. 56.

Quorum of Select Committee altered from 
“ th re e ” to “ five,” 27 th  A ugust, p. 52.

P etitions presented and referred to the Select 
Committee on the Bill, 27th  A ugust, p. 5 1 ; 
3rd Septem ber, p. 56.

Pow er given to Select Committee to hear counsel, 
agents, and witnesses, &c., on behalf of certain 
petitioners, 27th  A ugust, p. 51.

Portions of resolution of 27 th  A ugust rescinded 
and power given to Select Committee to hear 
counsel (to such ex ten t as they  shall th ink  
fit) on behalf of Petitioners, 10th Septem ber,
p. 61.

R eport of Select Committee brought up, 29th 
October, p. 84.

R eport considered and adopted, 12th November,
p. 88.

B ill and B ill as amended by Select Committee, 
committed to a Com m ittee of the w h o le ; con
sidered in Committee, 12th N ovem ber, p. 88.

F u rth e r  considered in Committee, 19th Novem
ber, p. 9 0 ;  20 th  N ovem ber, p. 92 ; 27th 
Novem ber, p. 96.

R eported w ith  am endm ents, 27 th  N ovem ber, 
p. 96.

Order for consideration of report disci)arged and 
B ill recom m itted for the reconsideration of 
clauses 6, 7, 14, 26, 31, 35, 39, and proposed 
new  clauses ; reconsidered in Committee and 
re-reported w ith  am endm ents; report, by leave, 
considered and adopted, 28th  Novem ber, pp. 
97-8 .

B ill read the th ird  time ; fu rther amended and 
passed, 3rd December, p. 100.

M essage from the L egislative Assem bly notifying 
their agreem ent to the Bill w ith  am endm ents; 
am endm ents considered and agreed to, 15th 
January , 1896, pp. 131—2. (Assented to 10th 
February. Act N o. 1413.)

E v i d e n c e  B ill .— Bill to further amend the Law  of 
Evidence.— (Hon. I I .  Cuthbert.')—Initiated  and 
read a first time, 12th November, 1895, p. 88.

E vidence B ill— continued.
Read a second time and committed ; considered 

in Committee and reported w ith  amendments, 
19th November, p. 90.

R eport considered and adopted ; Bill read the 
th ird  time and passed, 20th November, p. 92. 
B ill not returned from the Legislative A s
sembly.

F actories and S hops A ct 1890 A mendment 
B ill.— Bill in tituled “ A n  A ct to amend the 
£ Factories and Shops A ct 1890/ and fo r  other 
purposes.”— (Hon. II. Cicthbert.)— B rought 
from the Legislative Assembly and read a 
first time, 26 th  November, 1895, p. 94.

P etitions presented and referred to the Committee 
on the  Bill, 3rd December, p. 99 ; 19th 
December, p. 125 ; 19th February, 1896, 
p. 187-

P etition  presented, 3rd M arch, p. 219.
M otion— T hat this Bill be now read a second time 

■— debate adjourned, 17th December, 1895, p. 
120; debate resum ed and fu rther adjourned, 
18th December, p. 122 ; 18th December, p. 
122 ; 19th December, p. 126 ; debate resumed; 
B ill read a second time and committed to a 
Select Committee ; S tanding Order, by leave, 
suspended to allow the Committee to consist 
of 12 M embers ; Select Committee appointed, 
19th December, p. 127.

R eport of Select Committee brought up, 11th 
February, 1896, p. 166.

R eport considered and adopted, 12th February, 
p. 173.

B ill committed to a Committee of the whole ; 
considered in Committee, 12th February, p. 
173.

F u rth er considered in Committee 13th February , 
p. 175 ; 13th February, p. 175.

R eported w ith amendments, 13th February , p. 
175.

Order for consideration of report discharged and 
B ill recommitted for reconsideration ; recon
sidered in Committee and re-reported w ith  
amendments ; report, by leave, considered and 
adopted ; B ill read the th ird  time and passed, 
19th February , pp. 187-8.

M essage from the Legislative Assembly notifying 
th a t they have agreed to some of the amend
m ents of th e  Legislative Council ; have disa
greed w ith others ; have agreed to some of the 
said amendments w ith amendments, and have 
made certain consequential amendments, 26th 
February, p. 200.

Am endm ents considered; the Legislative Council 
do not insist on some of their amendments dis
agreed w ith by the Legislative Assem bly, do 
insist on other of the said amendments, and 
insist on two amendments (on division), agree 
to some of the amendments of the Legislative 
A ssem bly on amendments of the Legislative 
Council, disagree w ith one of such amendments, 
and agree to one amendm ent w ith  an am end
ment, 28th  February, pp. 213-17.

M essage from the Legislative Assembly, notify
ing th a t they insist on disagreeing with some 
of the amendments of the Legislative Council, 
th a t they do not insist on disagreeing w ith one of 
such amendments, and have made certain con
sequential amendments, 28th February, p. 218.

Amendments considered; Legislative Council do 
not now insist on some (one on division) of their 
amendments disagreed w ith by the Legislative 
A ssem bly, still insist on other (one on division) 
of the said amendments, agree to the con
sequential amendments of the Legislative A s
sembly w ith an amendment, and call the



F actories and Shops A ct 1890 A mendment 
B ill— continued. 

attention of the Legislative Assembly to the 
fact th a t they had not dealt w ith one amend
ment, 3rd M arch, pp. 219-23.

M essage from the Legislative Assembly notifying 
that they do not now insist on disagreeing 
w ith some of the amendments of the Legislative 
Council, th a t they  have agreed to the con
sequential amendment made by the Legislative 
Council in clause 3, th a t they do not now 
insist on disagreeing w ith  another of such 
amendments, but have made a consequential 
amendment, and do still insist on disagreeing 
with other amendments of the Legislative 
Council, bu t have made consequential amend
m ents in one of such am endm ents; and further 
notifying th a t they insist on their amendment 
in clause 27, disagreed w ith by the Legislative 
Council, and w ith w hich disagreem ent the 
Legislative Assembly omitted to deal in 
considering the M essage of the Legislative 
Council of the 28th F e b ru a ry ; amendments 
considered ; Legislative Council still insist on 
some of their amendments, do not now insist 
on other of such amendments, do not insist on 
disagreeing w ith an amendment of the L egis
lative Assembly on one of the amendments of 
the Legislative Council, and agree to conse
quential amendments made by the Legislative 
Assembly on certain amendments of the L egis
lative Council, 3rd M arch, pp. 225—9.

M essage from the Legislative Assem bly notify
ing th a t they still insist on disagreeing w ith the 
omission of clause 16, and on their consequen
tial amendments in the said clause, and that 
they still insist on disagreeing w ith the amend
m ents insisted on by the Legislative Council 
in clause 24, 4 th M arch, p. 232.

Am endm ents considered; Legislative Council 
still insist on the ir am endm ent to omit clause 
16, but agree to  a new clause in place thereof, 
and do not now insist on certain amendments in 
clause 24 disagreed w ith by the Legislative 
Assem bly, but propose fu rther amendments in 
the said clause, 5th M arch, pp. 233-4 . B ill 
not returned from the Legislative Assembly.

F ederation of A ustralasia E nabling B ill .—  
B ill in titu led  “ A n  Act to enable Victoria to 
take part in the fram ing acceptance and enact
ment o f  a Federal Constitution fo r  AustralasiaV  
(Hon. H . Cuthbert.')— B rought from the Legis
lative Assem bly and read a first time, 14th 
January , 1896, p. 129.

M otion— T h at this B ill be now read a second 
tim e— debate adjourned ; debate resumed, and 
on division, fu rther adjourned, 28th January , 
pp. 147-8 ; debate resumed ; B ill read a second 
tim e and com m itted; considered in Committee, 
29th January , p. 149.

F u rth e r considered in Committee, and reported 
w ith amendments ; recommitted for the re
consideration of clauses 8, 9, 12, and 13 ; 
reconsidered in Committee and re-reported 
w ith  amendments, 30th January , p. 151.

Order for consideration of report discharged and 
B ill recom m itted for reconsideration ; recon
sidered in Committee and re-reported w ith 
amendments ; report, by leave, considered and 
adopted ; B ill read the th ird  time and passed, 
4th February, p. 153.

M essage from the Legislative Assembly notifying 
th a t they have agreed to some of the amend
ments of the Legislative Council and have 
disagreed w ith others of the said amendments, 
12th February, p. 17L

F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l a s i a  E n a b l i n g  B i l l

continued.
Amendments considered ; Legislative Council do 

not insist on some of their amendments, and 
insist on others (some on division) w ith  the 
following reasons :— Am endm ent 1 (relating 
to the clause providing for the deposit of F ifty  
pounds by candidates)— T h at the Legislative 
Council claim to have the rig h t to m ake this 
amendment as in no way does it  come w ithin 
the operation of section 56 of The Constitution 
A ct;  amendments 2 to 6 (relating to the 
clauses providing for voting by post)— 
T h a t the Legislative Council are desirous 
th a t every possible facility should be afforded 
to voters, especially in the country districts, to 
record their votes, and the Council feel certain 
th a t if  this amendm ent be agreed to by the 
Legislative Assem bly a far larger number of 
the electors w ill be enabled to vote than  would 
be possible under the existing electoral law, 
18th February, pp. 178-80. B ill not returned 
from the Legislative Assembly.

F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l a s i a  E n a b l i n g  B i l l  ( N o .
2.)— B ill in titu led  “ A n  A c t to enable Victoria 
to take part in the fram ing acceptance and enact
ment o f a Federal Constitution fo r  Australasia.” 
— (Hon. H . Cuthbert'.)— B rought from the 
Legislative Assem bly and read a first time, 
20th February, 1896, p. 189.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported w ith  amendments ; 
report, by leave, considered and adopted ; B ill 
read the  third tim e and passed, 26th February, 
pp. 207-8.

M essage from the L egislative Assembly notifying 
their disagreem ent w ith the amendments of the 
Legislative C ou n cil; amendments considered; 
motion, T h a t the Council do not insist on their 
amendments ; debate interrupted and resumed ; 
question, T h a t the Council do not insist on their 
amendments, on division, agreed to, 27th 
February , pp. 210-11.

M essage from the Legislative Assem bly, trans
m itting  M essage from H is Excellency the 
Governor, recommending an amendment in the 
B ill to w hich the Legislative Assem bly had 
agreed ; H is E xcellency 's am endm ent con
sidered and, after debate, agreed to, 3rd M arch, 
p. 224. (Assented to 7th March. Act No. 1443.)

F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l a s i a  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
B i l l . — B ill intituled “ A n  Act relating to the 
nomination o f  Representatives o f  Victoria at the 
Convention fo r  fram ing a Federal Constitution 

fo r  Australasia.” —  ( Hon. H . Cuthbert. ) —  
B rought from the Legislative Assem bly and 
read a first time, 18th February , 1896, p. 178.

Order for second reading discharged, and B ill 
w ithdraw n, 25th February , p. 198.

F r i e n d l y  S o c i e t i e s  A c t u a r y ' s  B i l l . — B ill to pro
vide for the T ransfer of certain Pow ers and 
D uties from the G overnm ent S ta tist to the 
A ctuary  for Friendly Societies.— (Hon. S. 
Williamson for the Hon. D. Coutts.')— Initia ted  
and read a first time, 25th  Ju n e , 1895, p. 24.

Road a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee, 3rd Ju ly , p. 30.

F u rth e r considered in Committee, 9th Ju ly , p. 
32 ; 16th Ju ly , p. 36 ; 23rd Ju ly , p. 41 ; 6 th 
A ugust, p. 46.

Reported w ith amendments, 6tli A ugust, p. 46.
R eport considered and adopted ; B ill read the 

th ird  time and passed, 20th A ugust, p. 50.



F riendly  S ocieties A ctuary’s B ill— continued.
M essage from the L egislative Assem bly notifying 

the ir agreem ent to tho B ill w ith amendments ; 
amendments considered and agreed to, 4 th 
February, 1896, p. 154. (.Assented to 10th
February. Act No. 1418.)

Gaols B ill .—B ill to amend the Gaols Act 1890 and for 
other purposes.— ( H on.H . Cuthbert.)— Initia ted  
and read a first time, 25th Ju n e , 1895, p. 24.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee, 2nd Ju ly , p. 28.

F u rth e r considered in Committee, 16th Ju ly , 
p. 37 ; 23rd Ju ly , p. 41.

R eported without am endm ent; report considered 
and adopted ; B ill read the th ird  time and 
passed, 23rd Ju ly , p. 41.

M essage from the Legislative A ssem bly notifying 
the ir agreem ent to the Bill w ith  an  am end
m ent ; am endm ent considered and agreed to, 
4th February, 1896, p. 154. (Assented to 10th 
February. Act No. 1415.)

G ippsland  W est and M ornington (R ectifica
tion of B oundaries) B ill .— B ill intitu led  
“ A n  Act to rectify the Boundaries o f  the Gipps
land West and Mornington Electoral Districts 
and certain Divisions thereof.”— {Hon. W. 
McCulloch.)— B rought from the Legislative 
A ssem bly and read a first time, 11th February, 
1896, p. 167.

R ead a second tim e and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported w ithout am endm ent; 
report considered and a d o p te d ; B ill read the 
th ird  time and passed, 13th February , p. 176. 
{Assented to 20th February. Act No. 1427.)

G oldsbrough M ort and Company L imited 
A rrangement B ill.—B ill in tituled “ A n  Act 
to confirm a Scheme o f Arrangement between 
Goldsbrough M ort and Company L im ited  its 
Debenture-holders and Contributories.’’1— {Hon. 
Lieut.-Col. S ir  F. T . Sargood.)— B rought from 
the Legislative A ssem bly; Standing Orders 
relating to P riv a te  Bills, by leave, suspended so 
as to perm it the  B ill to be read a first time 
this day ; B ill read a first time, 17th Septem 
ber, 1895, p. 65.

R eceipt produced showing th a t the sum of £20  
had been paid into the hands of the  T reasurer 
of the colony, and B ill read a second tim e and 
com m itted ; considered in Com m ittee and re
ported w i.h  am endm en ts; Standing Orders 
relating  to  P riv a te  B ills, by leave, suspended 
so as to allow  the B ill to pass th rough its re 
m aining stages th is day ; report considered and 
ad o p ted ; B ill read the third time and passed, 
24 th  Septem ber, p. 67.

M essage from the  Legislative A ssem bly notifying 
the ir agreem ent to the  am endm ents of the 
L egislative Council, 24th Septem ber, p. 68. 
{Assented to 26th September. Act N o. 1397.)

I ncome T ax  R ate  B ill .— B ill in titu led  “A n  Act to 
decla/re the Nates o f  Duties o f  Income T ax fo r  
the Yean' ending on the th irty-fw st day o f  Decem
ber One thousand eight hundred and ninety-six.”
■— {Hon. W. McCulloch,)— B rought from the 
L egislative A ssem bly and read a first time, 
18th Decem ber, 1895, p. 122.

M otion— T h a t th is B ill be now read a second 
tim e ; fu rth er motion for the adjournm ent of 
the debate negatived ; question— T h a t this 
B ill be now read a second tim e— resolved in 
the  affirmative ; B ill read a second tim e and 
committed ; considered in Committee and re 
ported w ithout am endm ent; report considered 
and adopted ; B ill read the th ird  time and 
passed, 19th December, pp. 126-7. {Assented 
to 24 th  December. Act No. 1410.)

I nstrum ents A ct 1890 fu r th e r  A mendment B il l . 
— B ill intituled “ A n  Act to fu rther amend the 
‘ Instruments Act 1890.’ ”— {H on.H . Cuthbert.) 
B rought from the Legislative Assem bly and 
read a first time, 26 th  November, 1895, pp. 
9 3 -4 .

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee, 10th December, p. 108.

F u rth e r considered in Committee, 13th December, 
p. 117; 17th December, p. 120.

R eported w ith amendments, 17th December, p. 
120 .

Recom m itted for the reconsideration of clauses 4, 
7, and 8 ; reconsidered in Committee and re 
reported w ith amendments ; report, by leave, 
considered and adopted ; B ill read the third 
tim e and passed, 17th December, p. 120.

M essage from the L egislative Assem bly notifying 
th a t they have agreed to some of the amend
m ents of the Legislative Council, have dis
agreed w ith  others, and have agreed to some 
of the  said amendments w ith amendments, 
22nd Ja n  nary, 1896, p. 137.

Am endm ents considered; Legislative Council do 
not insist (on division) on one of their am end
m ents, insist on others (one on division), and 
agree to the amendments of the Legislative As 
sembly on am endm ents of the Legislative 
Council, 23rd January , pp. 143-4.

M essage from the L egislative Assem bly notifying 
th a t they  do not insist on disagreeing with tw o 
of the amendments insisted on by the L egisla
tive Council, and do insist on disagreeing w ith  
one of the said amendments, 4 th  February, 
p. 157.

Am endm ent considered ; Legislative Council do 
not now insist on their am endm ent to omit 
clause 14, 5t,h February , p. 160.

M essage from the L egislative Assem bly tran s
m itting  M essage from H is Excellency the 
Governor recommending an amendm ent in the 
Bill, to which the L egislative A ssem bly had 
agreed ; H is E xcellency’s am endm ent con
sidered and agreed to, 11th February , p. 166. 
{Assented to 20th February. Act No. 1423.)

I n t e s t a t e s ’ E s t a t e s  B ill .— B ill to amend the L aw  
by m aking be tte r provision for the  W idows of 
certain In testa tes  in the distribution of such 
In testa te s’ property.— {Hon. A. W ynne.)—  
In itia ted  and read a first time, 9th Ju ly , 1895, 
p. 31.

Read a second time and com m itted; considered in 
Committee and reported w ithout amendment, 
22nd October, p. 76.

Order for consideration of report discharged and 
B ill recom m itted for the consideration of a 
proposed new clause ; reconsidered in Com
m ittee and re-reported w ithout am endm ent; 
report considered and adop ted ; B ill read the 
th ird  tim e and passed, 4th December, pp. 102-3.

M essage from the Legislative A ssem bly notifying 
their agreem ent to the B ill w ith amendments ; 
amendments considered and agreed to, 4 th 
February , 1896, p. 155. {Assented to 10th 
February. Act No. 1419.)

JuMBUNNA A N D  OUTTRIM RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION 
A c t  1895 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— Bill intitu led  
“ A n  Act to amend the ‘Jumbunna and Outtrim  
N ailw ay Construction Act 1895.’ ”— {Hon. W. 
McCulloch.)— B rought from the Legislative 
Assem bly and read a first time, 15th January , 
1896, p. 132.

M otion— T hat this Bill be now read a second 
tim e; fu rther motion for the adjournm ent of 
the  debate negatived ; question— T h at this



JCMBUNXA AND OUTTRIM RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION
A c t  1895 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l —continued.

Bill bo now read a second lime— resolved in 
the affirmative ; Bill read a second time and 
committed ; considered in Committee, 30th 
January , p. 152.

F urther considered in Committee and reported 
w ithout amendment ; report considered and 
adopted ; B ill read the third time and passed, 
4th Febi uary, p. 157. (Assented to 10th Feb
ruary. Act No. 1420.)

J u r i e s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . —B ill intituled 
u A n Act to amend the £ Juries Act 1 b90.’ ”— 
(Hon. H . Cuthbert!)— Brought from the L egis
lative Assembly and read a first time, 19th 
June , 1895, p. 20.

Read a second time and committed ; considered in 
Committee and reported w ithout amendment ; 
report considered and adopted ; Bill read the 
third time and p assed ; title  amended and 
agreed to, 25tli Ju n e , p. 25.

M essage from the L egislative Assembly notifying 
the ir agreem ent to the amendment of the 
Legislative Council, 2nd Ju ly , p. 27. (Assented 
to 10th July. Act No. 1391.)

L a n d  A c t s  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — Bill intituled “ A n  
Act to extend the provisions of the L and  Acts 
w ith regard to the granting o f Leases and 
Licences.” — (Hon. LI. Cuthbert.) —  B rought 
from the Legislative Assem bly and read a 
first time, 12th February , 1896, p. 172.

M otion— T h a t this Bill be now read a second 
tim e— on division, agreed to ; Bill read a 
second time and committed ; considered in 
Committee, 26th February, p. 199.

F u rther considered in C om m ittee; reported w ith 
out amendment ; report considered and 
adopted ; Bill read the third time and passed, 
4 th  M arch, p. 231. (Assented to 1th March. 
Act No. 1441.)

L a p s e d  B i l l s  R e s t o r a t i o n  B i l l . — B ill intituled 
“ A n  Act to prevent in  certain cases the Lapsing  
o f B ills by the Termination o f  a Session o f  
P arliam en ts — (Hon. H . Cuthbert.)— B rought 
from the Legislative Assembly, and read a first 
time, 11th December, 1895, p. 111.

M otion— T h at this B ill be now read a second 
tim e— on division, negatived, 22nd January , 
1896, p. 138.

L i c e n s i n g  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — B ill to 
amend the Licensing Act 1890.— (Hon. N . 
Levi.)— Initiated  and read a first time, 3rd Ju ly , 
1895, p. 29.

M otion—T h at th is B ill be now read a second 
time ; further motion for the adjournm ent of 
the debate n eg a tiv ed ; question— T h at this Bill 
be now read a second tim e—resolved in the 
affirmative ; B ill read a second time and 
com m itted; considered in Committee, 6th 
A ugust, p. 47.

Further considered in Committee, 10th Septem
ber p. 61 ; 17th September, p. 64 ; 8th 
October, p. 72 ; 15th October, p. 74.

Reported w ith amendments, 15th October, p. 74.
Recommitted for the reconsideration of clauses 

1, B, and F  ; reconsidered in Committee, and 
re-reported w ith amendments, 15th October, p. 
74.

Order for consideration of report discharged and 
Bill recommitted for the reconsideration of 
clause F  and the S chedu le ; reconsidered in 
Committee and re-reported w ith amendments ; 
report, by leave, considered and adopted ; B ill 
read the third time and passed, 22nd October, 
p. 76. B ill not returned from the Legislative 
Assembly.

L i c e n s i n g  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l  ( N o .  2).— 
Bill intituled “  A n Act to provide fo r  the 
carrying on o f the Business o f Licensed Persons 
in  certain circumstances and to provide for the 
transfer and renewal o f certain Licences. '’’— 
(Hon. II . Cuthbert.)— B rought from the Legis
lative Assembly and read a first time, lo th  
January , 1896, pp. 132—3.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported w ithout amend
ment ; report considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 23rd January , 
p. 144. (Assented to 10th February. Act No. 
1414.)

L i c e n s i n g  o f  S u r v e y o r s  B i l l . — Bill intituled . 
“ A n Act to regxdate the Licensing o f Surveyors 
and fo r  other p u rposes.— (Hon. N . Thornley.)— 
Brought from the Legislative Assembly and 
read a-first time, 1st October, 1895, pp. 69-70.

B ill read a second time and committed ; con
sidered in Committee and reported w ith amend
ments, 8th October, p. 71.

Order for consideration of report discharged and 
B ill recommitted for the reconsideration of clause 
10 ; reconsidered in Committee and re-reported 
w ith  an am endm ent; report, by leave, con
sidered and adopted ; B ill read the th ird  time 
and passed, 15th October, p. 73.

Message from the Legislative Assembly notifying 
th a t they have agreed to some of the amend
ments of the Legislative Council, th a t they 
have disagreed w ith one amendment, but that 
they have made a further am endm ent; am end
ments considered; Legislative Council do not 
insist on their amendment, and agree to the 
further amendment of the Legislative A s
sembly, 29th October, p. 82. (Assented to 
18th November. Act No. 1400.)

L ocal G overnment (M unicipal E lections) B ill. 
— B ill intituled “A n  Act to fu rth er  amend the 
‘ Local Government Act 1890/ ”— (Hon. H . 
Cuthbert.)— Brought from the Legislative A s
sembly and read a first time ; S tanding Orders 
suspended to allow second reading to be con
sidered this day ; Bill read a second time and 
committed ; considered in Committee, 20th 
A ugust, 1895, p. 49.

O rder for further consideration in Committee dis
charged and B ill w ithdraw n, 25th February, 
1896, p. 198.

Mallee L ands B ill .— Bill in titu led  “ A n  Act relat
ing to Mallee LandsP — (Hon. II . Cuthbert.) — 
B rought from the Legislative Assem bly and 
read a first time, 19th Novem ber, 1895, p. 89.

M otion—T h a t this B ill be now read a .second 
tim e— debate adjourned, 26th  November, p. 94; 
debate resumed ; motion— T h a t the debate be 
adjourned until Tuesday, 4th February n ex t— 
negatived ; question—T h a t th is Bill be 
now read a second time— resolved in the 
affirm ative; B ill read a second time and 
committed ; considered in Committee, 27th 
November, p. 95.

F u rth e r considered in Committee, 28th  Novem 
ber, p. 98 ; 3rd December, p. 100; 4th Decem 
ber, p. 103 ; 5th December, p. 105.

R eported w ith  amendments, o th December, p. 
105.

Order for consideration of report discharged and 
B ill recom m itted for the reconsideration of 
clauses 2, 16, 17, 19, 24, 25, 39, 48, and 56 ; 
reconsidered in Committee and re-reported 
with amendments ; report, by leave, considered 
and adopted ; B ill read the th ird  time and 
passed, 10th December, p. 108.



M a lle e  Lands B i l l — continued.
M essage from the Legislative Assembly notifying 

th a t they have agreed to some of the am end
ments of the Legislative Council, have disa
greed with others, and have agreed to some 
of the said amendments w ith amendments, and 
have made two consequential amendments, 22nd 
January , 1896, p. 137.

Amendments considered ; Legislative Council 
do not insist on some of their amendments 
(w ith a protest as to one), do insist on others 
(one on division), agree to some amendments of 
the Legislative Assembly on the amendments 
of the Legislative Council, and disagree with 
one of such amendments, and agree to two 
consequential amendments, 23rd January , pp. 
141-3.

Message from the Legislative Assembly notifying 
tha t they insist on disagreeing w ith the arnend- 
m entsinsisted on by the Legislative Council, and 
insist on their amendment to omit “ or b lock” 
in the am endm ent of the Legislative Council 
in clause 2 ; amendments considered ; L egis
lative Council do not now insist on disagreeing 
w ith the amendment to omit “ or bloc.k,; in 
clause 2, do still insist (on division) on their 
amendment in clause 19, and do not now insist 
on certain other amendments disagreed w ith 
by the Legislative Assembly, 4th February, 
pp. 155-7.

M essage from the Legislative Assem bly notifying 
th a t they do not now insist on disagreeing with 
the amendment insisted on by the Legislative 
Council, 11th Februaty , p. 166.

Message from the Legislative Assem bly tran s
m itting M essage from H is Excellency the 
Governor recommending certain amendments 
in the Bill, to which the Legislative Assembly 
had ag reed ; H is Excellency’s amendments 
considered and agreed to, 18th February, p. 
177. (Assented to 20th February. Act Ffo. 
1428.)

M arine A ct 1890 further. A mendment B ill.—  
B ill in tituled “A n  Act to fu rther amend the 
iM arine Act 1890.’ ”— (Hon. H . Ctithbert.)— 
Brought from the Legislative Assem bly and 
read a first time, 4th February, 1896, p. 157.

Read a second time and com m itted; considered 
in Committee and reported w ithout amend
m ent; report considered and adopted; Bill read 
the th ird  time and passed, 11th February, p. I 
169. (Assented to 20 th February. Act Ffo. ! 
1426.)

Marong R eserve Mining B ill .— Bill intituled 
“A n Act to provide fo r  m ining on the Mwrong 
Public Recreation Reserve by holders o f miners' 
rights.”— (Hon. H . Cuthbert.)— B rought from 
the Legislative Assembly and read a first time, 
23rd October, 1895, p. 77.

Read a second time and committed; considered 
in Committee and reported w ithout am end
ment ; report considered and adopted; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 29th October, 
p. 83. (Assented to 18th November. Act Ffo. 
1402.)

Married W omen’s P roperty B ill .— Bill to amend 
the Married Women's Property A c t 1890,—  
(Hon. J. M . Davies.)— Initia ted  and read a first 
time, 25tli June , 1895, p. 25.

M otion— T h a t this B ill be now read a second 
tim e— debate adjourned, 2nd Ju ly , p. 28; 
debate resumed; Bill read a second time and 
committed; considered in Committee and re
ported with an amendment, 23rd Ju ly , p. 42.

R eport considered and adopted; Bill read the 
third time and passed, 6 th A ugust, p. 46.

M a r r i e d  W o m e n ’s  P r o p e r t y  B i l l — continued.
M essage from the Legislative Assembly notify

ing their agreement to the Bill with an amend
ment; amendment considered and agreed to, 
4th February, 1896, p. 154. (Assented to 10th 
February. Act Ffo. 1416.)

M i l d u r a  I r r i g a t i o n  T r u s t s  B i l l . — Bill intituled 
“ A n Act to constitute Irrigation Trusts w ithin  
the Irrigation Colony o f M ildura and to invest 
such Trusts with certain powers and fo r  other 
purposes P — (lion. I I . Cuthbert.) — Brought 
from the Legislative Assembly and read a first 
time, 5th December, 1895, p. 106.

Petitions presented and referred to the Com
mittee on the Bill, 11th December, p. I l l  ; 
12th December, p. 113; 17th December, p. 119.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee, 11th December, p. 112.

F urther considered in Committee, 12th December, 
p. 114; 13th December, p. 117; 17th Decern 
ber, p. 119; 18th December, p. 122.

Reported w ith amendments, 18th December, p. 
122.

Recommitted for the reconsideration of clauses 
1 ,3 ,5 ,6 ,9 ,1 5 ,1 0 1 , 114,and 149 ; reconsidered 
in Committee and re-reported w ith amend
m ents ; report, by leave, considered and 
adopted ; Bill read the th ird  time and passed, 
18th December, p. 122.

M essage from the Legislative A ssembly notifying 
th a t they have agreed to some of the amend
ments of the Legislative Council, have dis
agreed with others of the said amendments, and 
have agreed to one of the said amendments 
w ith  an am endm ent; amendments considered; 
Legislative Council agree to the amendment of 
the Legislative Assembly on an amendment of 
the Legislative Council, and do not insist on 
their amendments disagreed w ith by the L egis
lative Assembly, 19th December, p. 126. (As
sented to 24th December. Act No. 1409.)

M i l d u r a  W a t e r  S u p p l y  B i l l . — Bill intituled “ A n  
Act to pjrovicle facilities fo r  carrying out certain 
o f the p>rovisions o f the 1 Water Act 1890 ’ at 
M ildura and fo r  other purposes.”— (Hon. H . 
Cuthbert.)— B rought from the Legislative 
Assembly and read a first time ; read a second 
time and committed ; considered in Committee 
and reported w ithout am endm ent; report con
sidered and adopted ; B ill read the third time 
and passed, 27th August, 1895, p. 52. (Assented 
to 28th August. Act No. 1396.)

M i n e s  B i l l . — Bill to amend the Mines Act 1890.— 
(Hon. J . H . Abbott.)— Initia ted  and read a 
first time, 30th May, 1895, p. 15.

Order for second reading discharged and Bill 
w ithdraw n, 3rd Ju ly , p. 29.

M o o l a p  L a n d  L e a s i n g  B i l l . — Bill intituled “A n  
Act to authorize the granting o f  a Lease o f certain 
Crown L and in  the Parish o f  Moolap as a Site 

fo r  the Manufacture o f S a lt."— (Hon. H . Cuth
bert.)—Brought from the Legislative Assembly 
and read a first time, 3rd December, 1895,
p. 100.

Read a second time and committed; considered in 
Committee and reported with an am endm ent; 
report, by leave, considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the third time and passed, 14th January , 
1896, p. 130.

Message from the Legislative Assembly noti
fying their agreement to the amendment of 
the Legislative Council, 15th January , p. 133. 
(Assented to 29th January. Act No. 1411.)



M u n i c i p a l  O v e r d r a f t s  ( I n d e m n i t y )  B i l l . — Bill 
intituled “ A n Act to indem nify the Councillors 
o f various M unicipalities fo r  Borrowing Moneys 
by Overdrafts on Bankers fo r  the purposes o f their 
M unicipalities contrary to the provisions o f the 
‘ Local Government Act 189(0 and fo r  other 
pxurposes.”— {Hon. S. Williamson.)— Brought 
from the Legislative Assembly and read a first 
time, 23rd October, 1895, p. 77.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee, 29th October, p. 83.

F u rth e r considered in Committee, 12th Novem 
ber, p. 87; 20th November, p. 92.

Reported w ithout am endm ent; report considered 
and adopted ; B ill read the th ird  time and 
passed, 20th November, p. 92. {Assented to 
26th November. Act No. 1404.)

M u n i c i p a l i t i e s ’ A d v a n c e s  B i l l . — B ill intituled 
“A n  Act to authorize Advances to be made to 
certain M unicipalities.”— {Hon. H .C uthbert.)— 
B rought from the Legislative Assembly and 
read a first time, 17th September, 1895, p. 64.

Motion— T h at this Bill be now read a second 
time ; further motion for the adjournm ent of 
the debate negatived ; question— T h a t this 
Bill be now read a second time— resolved in 
the affirmative ; B ill read a second time and 
com m itted ; considered in Committee 24th 
September, p. 68.

F u rth e r  considered in Committee and reported 
w ithout am endm ent ; report considered and 
adopted ; Bill read the th ird  time and passed, 
1st October, p. 70. {Assented to \A th October. 
Act No. 1398.)

N u n a w a d i n g  L a n d s  E x c h a n g e  B i l l . — B ill in ti
tuled ■ “ A n  Act to authorize the Exchange o f  
certain L and  in  the parish  o f Nunawading  
between the Board o f L and  and Works the 
Nunawading Shire Council and the Education  
Department and fo r  other purposes.'’— {Hon. H . 
Cuthbert.) — B rought from the Legislative 
Assem bly and read a first time, 20th February, 
1896, pp. 190-1.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported w ithout amend
m ent ; report considered and adopted ; B ill 
read the th ird  time and passed, 25th February, 
p. 197. {Assented to 6th March. Act No.
1435.)

P l u r a l  V o t i n g  A b o l i t i o n  a n d  W o m e n ’s  S u f 
f r a g e  B i l l . — B ill intituled “ A n  Act to abolish 
P lural Voting and remove the Disqualification o f 
Women in  the Elections o f Members o f the Legis
lative Assembly.— {Hon. D. Coutts for the lion . 
W. McCulloch.)— B rought from the Legislative 
Assembly and read a first time, 3rd December, 
1895, p. 99.

Petitions presented, 10th December, p. 107.
M otion— T h a t this B ill be now read a second 

tim e— debate adjourned, 10th December, p. 
108 ; debate resumed and further adjourned, 
11th December, p. 1 1 2 ; debate resumed ; 
amendm ent proposed to omit all the words 
after “ T h a t” w ith  a view to insert in place 
thereof the following words :— “ this House 
will not proceed w ith the P lu ra l V oting 
A bolition and W omen’s Suffrage B ill until a 
measure has been subm itted to Parliam ent, 
having for its object the reduction of the  num 
ber of Members in both Houses of Parliam ent, 
in accordance w ith the views expressed by the 
M embers of the Legislative Assembly on the 
occasion of the last G eneral Election, and 
demanded by the majority of the electors’” ; 
amendment, on division, negatived; question—

P l u r a l  V o t i n g  A b o l i t i o n  a n d  W o m e n ’s  S u f 
f r a g e  B i l l — continued.

T h at th is Bill be now read a second tim e— 
on division, negatived, 12th December, p. 
113-13.

P o l i c e  R e g u l a t i o n  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . —  
Bill intituled “ A n  Act to amend the ‘ Police 
Regxdation Act 1890 / ”— {Hon. LI. Cuthbert.') 
— Brought from the Legislative Assembly and 
read a first time, 17th December, 1895, p. 120.

Read a second time and com m itted; considered in 
Committee and reported w ith an amendment ; 
report, by leave, considered and adopted ; B ill 
read the third time and passed, 14th January , 
1896, p. 130.

M essage from the Legislative Assembly notifying 
their agreement to the amendment of the L egis
lative Council, 15th January , p. 133. {Assented 
to 29 th January. Act No. 1412.)

P o s t  O f f i c e  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — B ill 
intituled “ A n  Act to amend the ‘ Post Office Act 
1890 ’ and fo r  other purposes.’”— {Hon. H . 
Cuthbert.)— B rought from the Legislative A s
sembly and read a first time, 11th February, 
1896, p. 167.

Read a second time and committed ; considered in 
Committee, 25th February, p. 198.

F u rther considered in Committee and reported 
w ith am endm ents; report, by leave, considered ; 
motion for recom m ittal on clause 8 proposed, 
and, by leave, w ithdraw n ; report adop ted ; B ill 
read the th ird  time and passed, 3rd March, 
p. 225. B ill not returned from the Legislative 
Assembly.

P r i n t e r s  a n d  N e w s p a p e r s  B i l l . —B ill to amend 
the Printers and Newspapers Act 1890.— {Hon.
H . Cuthbert.)— Initiated  and read a first time, 
27th A ugust, 1895, p. 51.

Read a second time and committed ; considered in 
Committee and reported w ith  amendments ; 
report, by leave, considered and adopted ; Bill 
read the th ird  time and passed, 3rd September, 
p. 57.

. M essage from the Legislative Assem bly notifying 
their agreem ent to the Bill, 17th December, 
p. 120. {Assented to 24dh December. Act No. 
1406.)

P u b l i c  a n d  B a n k  H o l i d a y s  B i l l . — B ill relating 
to certain Public and B ank H olidays.— {Hon. 
W. McCulloch.)—In itia ted  and read a first 
time, 25 th  Ju n e , 1895, p. 24.

Read a second tim e and committed ; considered 
in Committee, 3rd Ju ly , p. 30.

Order for further consideration in Committee 
discharged and B ill w ithdraw n, 3rd Septem ber, 
p. 57.

R a i l w a y  L o a n  A p p l i c a t i o n  B i l l . — B ill intituled 
“ A n  Act to sanction the Expenditure o f Moneys 
available under Loan Acts fo r  Railways and  
other purposes and, to prevent the fu rther issue 
o f Moneys under the authority o f  certain R a il
way Loan Application Acts.”— {Hon. W. 
McCulloch.) —  B rought from the Legislative 
Assembly and read a first time, 18th February, 
1896, pp. 177-8.

Petitions presented and referred to the Committee 
on the Bill, 25th February, p. 195.

M otion— T h a t this B ill be now read a second 
time ; debate adjourned, 25th  February, p. 198; 
debate resumed ; B ill read a second time and 
committed ; considered in Committee and re
ported w ithout amendm ent ; report considered 
and adopted ; B ill read the third time and 
passed, 27th February, p. 209. {Assented to 
6th March. Act No. 1437.)



R a i l w a y s  B i l l .— B ill in titu led  “A n  Act to fu rth er  
amend the Law  relating to the Victorian I t  ail- 
way s.^—  (Hon. I I . Cuthbert.)— B rought from 
the Legislative Assem bly and read a first tim e, 
30th Jan u ary , 1896, p. 151.

M otion— T h a t th is B ill be now read a second 
tim e ; fu rther motion for the  adjournm ent of 
the  debate proposed, and, by leave, w ithdraw n ; 
question— T h a t th is B ill be now read a second 
tim e—resolved in the affirmative ; B ill read a 

. second time and co m m itted ; considered in 
Committee, 5 th  February , pp. 160-1.

F u rth e r  considered in Committee and reported 
w ith  am endm ents, and w ith  an amended title, 
viz., “ A n  Act to create a Victorian R ailw ays  
T rust and to fu r th er  amend the Law  relating to 
the Victorian R ailw ays ,” 6 th  February , p. 163.

Order for consideration of report discharged, and 
B ill recom m itted for the reconsideration of 
clause 17 and the Schedules ; reconsidered in 
Com m ittee and re-reported w ith am endm ents; 
report, by leave, considered and ad o p ted ; B ill 
read the th ird  tim e and passed, 11th F ebruary ,
pp. 167-8 .

M essage from the L egisla tive A ssem bly notifying 
th a t they  have disagreed w ith  the am endm ents 
of the  L egislative Council, 13th February , 
p. 175.

A m endm ents considered ; L egisla tive  C ouncil 
insist on their amendments for the  following 
reasons :—

1. T h a t the am endm ents are in accordance
w ith  th e  unanim ous report of the  R ail
w ay In q u iry  Board.

2. T h a t such report was in  accordance w ith
th e  evidence of a large num ber of 
expert and commercial w itnesses.

3. T h a t the M inistry  afte r due consideration
adopted th e  said report, and fram ed 
their B ill in accordance th erew ith  pro 
viding for—

(а) A  Railw ay T ru s t consisting of
th e  M inister and four others 
appointed by  th e  G overnor in 
Council.

(б) A  G eneral M anager responsible
to the  T rust.

4. That, the  Council are of opinion th a t the
B ill so draw n w ill insure th e  m anage
m ent of the railw ays upon a sound com
mercial basis.

5. On the o ther hand the Legislative Coun
cil are strongly of opinion th a t the  B ill 
as sent to the Council w ill re su lt—

(a) I n  the  country  being unable to
secure the services of a com
peten t m an;

(b) In  placing the G eneral M anager
under th e  fu ll control of the  
M inister for the  tim e being; and

(c) In  re-establishing the  system  of
political influence w hich in the  
p as t has been so fa ta l to the  
successful w orking of the  ra il
ways.

— 18th F ebruary , pp. 180-6.
M essage from the L egisla tive A ssem bly desiring 

a  F ree  Conference on the subject-m atter of 
th e  am endm ents made and insisted on by the 
L egislative Council, aud notifying th a t they  
have appointed nine M embers of the L eg is
la tive  Assem bly to be M anagers of the said 
Conference, 19th F ebruary , p. 188.

R a il w a y s  B i l l — coniimied.
M essage considered ; desire of the Legislative 

Assem bly complied w ith, and nine Members 
of the L egislative Council appointed M anagers 
of the Conference to confer w ith  a like num ber 
of M embers o f the L egislative Assembly, the  
Conference to meet in the South L ibrary, at 
half-past seven o'clock this day, 20th F ebru
ary, p, 189.

T he Hon. L ieut.-Col. S ir F . T . Sargood re
ported, on behalf of the Managers for th e  
Legislative Council, th a t they had m et the 
M anagers for the  Legislative Assem bly on the 
subject-m atter of the amendments made and 
insisted on by the Legislative Council in the  
B ill and w ith  which the Legislative Assem bly 
had  disagreed, and tha t, after discussion, the  
following resolutions had been agreed t o :—

1. T h a t there shall be a G eneral M anager,
to  be called a Commissioner, and th a t 
the Governm ent are to have unlim ited 
powers as to his selection.

2. Clause 13 of the B ill to be struck  out.
3. A n A dvisory Board to be formed, th a t

is, a t least once in each m onth the  
Commissioner shall call together th e  
following officers :— T he Engineer-in- 
Chief, the  Secretary for R ailw ays, the 
Chief M echanical Engineer, the E n 
gineer for E x is tin g  Lines, and th e  
Traffic M anager for the  purpose of 
consultation, three to form a quorum, 
to discuss all m atters b rought forward 
by the Commissioner or by any of the 
officers present, records to be kep t o f 
a ll th e ir m eetings, 21st February , p. 
193.

M essage from the L egislative Assembly notify ing 
th a t they  insist on disagreeing w ith  some of 
the am endm ents insisted on by the L egislative 
Council, th a t they  do not insist on disagreeing 
w ith  the omission of clause 13, and th a t they  
insist on disagreeing w ith  proposed new clauses 
A  to CC inclusive, bu t have inserted a new  
clause (A A A ) in place thereof, and have m ade 
certain  consequential amendments, 25 th  F eb 
ruary , p. 198.

A m endm ents considered; L egislative Council do 
not now insist on some of their amendments 
disagreed w ith  by the  Legislative A ssem bly, 
agree to the insertion of new clause A A A  and 
certain  consequential am endm ents of th e  
Legislative Assem bly, and amend clause 11, 
26 th  February , pp. 200-7 .

M essage from the Legislative Assembly notifying 
the ir agreem ent to the  am endm ent of the 
L egislative Council in clause 11, 27th F eb
ruary, p. 210.

M essage from the Legislative Assem bly tran s
m itting  M essage from H is E xcellency the  
G overnor recommending an am endm ent in the 
Bill, to w hich the L egislative Assem bly had 
agreed ; H is E xcellency’s amendm ent con
sidered and agreed to, 28 th  February , p. 218.

Governm ent Shorthand W riters’ notes of the 
Conference held between the M anagers for 
th e  L egislative Council and for the L egislative 
Assem bly presented, 5th M arch, p. 233. 
(Assented to 6th March. Act No. 1439.)

S a l e  o f  G o o d s  B i l l .— B ill for codifying the L aw  
relating  to the  Sale of Goods.— (Hon.^ H . 
Cuthbert.)—In itia ted  and read a first time, 
25th Ju n e , 1895, p. 24.

Read a second tim e and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported w ith  amendments, 
3rd Ju ly , p. 30.
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S a l e  o f  G - o o d s  B i l l — continued.
Order for consideration of report discharged 

and B ill recommitted for the reconsideration 
of clauses 3, 38, 51, and 62 ; reconsidered in 
Committee and re-reported w ith farther amend
ments, 9 th  Ju ly , p. 32.

Order for consideration of report discharged and 
B ill recommitted for the reconsideration of 
clauses 35 and 62 ; reconsidered in Committee 
and re-reported w ithout am endm ent; report 
considered and adopted ; B ill read the th ird  
time and passed, 16th Ju ly , p. 36. i

M essage from the L egislative Assembly notifying j 
their agreem ent to the B ill w ith amendments, 
4 th  February, 1896, p. 155.

A m endm ents considered ; Legislative Council 
agree to some of the amendments of the Legis- | 
lative Assem bly and disagree w ith  others of 1 
the said amendments, 5 th February , p. 160.

M essage from the Legislative A ssem bly notifying j  
th a t they do not insist on their amendments ' 
disagreed w ith by the Legislative Council, ; 
11th February , p. 166. (Assented to 20th Feb
ruary. Act No. 1422.)

S e e d  B i l l . — B ill intituled “ A n  Act to enable Seed to 
be advanced on certain terms to Cultivators o f 
L and.”— (Hon. D . Coutts.)— B rought from the 
L egislative A ssem bly and read a first time, 
18th February , 1896, p. 178.

' B ead a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported w ithou t am end
m ent ; report considered and adopted ; B ill 
read the third time and passed, 25th February , 
p. 197. (Assented to 6th March. Act No. 1433.)

S t r e e t  B e t t i n g  S u p p r e s s i o n  B i l l .  —  B ill to 
Suppress B etting  in S treets.— (Hon. H . C uth
bert.)— Initia ted  and read a first time, 10th 
Septem ber, 1895, p. 60.

P etition  presen ted  and referred to ithe Committee 
on the Bill, 17th Septem ber, p. 64.

Bead a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee, 17th Septem ber, p. 64.

F u rth e r considered in 'C om m ittee, 24th Septem 
ber, p. 68 ; 1st October, p. 69 ; 8 th  October, 
p. 71.

B eported w ith  amendments, and w ith  an amended 
title , viz. :— A B ill to Suppress Betting in  
Streets and, fo r  other purposes, 8 th  October,
p. 71.

B ecom m itted for the reconsideration of clauses 2 
and 4 ; reconsidered in Committee, 8 th  October, 
p. 71.

F u rth e r considered in Committee, and re-reported 
w ith amendments, 15th October, p. 74.

Becom m itted for the reconsideration of clauses 3 
and C ; reconsidered in Committee and re 
reported w ith amendments, 15th October, p. 74.

Order for consideration of report discharged and 
B ill recommitted for the reconsideration of 
clause 4 ; reconsidered in Committee and re 
reported w ith an am endm ent; report, by leave, 
considered and adopted ; B ill read the third 
time and passed, 22nd October, p.:75.

M essage from the Legislative Assem bly notifying 
their agreem ent to the B ill w ith  amendments, 
11th February, 1896, p. 167.

Amendments considered; Legislative Council 
agree to some of the amendments of the L egis
lative Assembly and disagree w ith  one of the 
said amendments, 12th February , p. 172.

M essage from the Legislative Assem bly notifying 
th a t they insist on their amendment disagreed 
with by the Legislative Council, 18th February ,
p. 186.

S t r e e t  B e t t i n g  S u p p r e s s i o n  B i l l — continued.
A m endm ent considered ; L egislative Council do 

not insist on disagreeing w ith the amendment 
of the Legislative Assem bly, bu t agree to the 
s a m e  w ith  amendments, 20th February, p. 190.

M essage from the Legislative Assem bly notifying 
their agreem ent to the am endm ents of the 
Legislative Council on an amendment of the 
L egislative Assembly in clause 5, 26th  F eb 
ruary, p. 200. (Assented to 0th March. Act 
No. 1436.)

S u g a r  B e e t  B i l l . — B ill in titu led  “ A n  Act to 
encourage the Establishment o f the Sugar Beet 
Industry  in  Victoria.”— (Hon. H . Cuthbert.)—  
B rought from the  Legislative Assem bly and 
read a first tim e, 10th December, 1895, p. 108.

M otion—T h a t th is Bill be now read a second 
tim e— debate adjourned, 15th Jan u ary , 1896, 
p. 133 ; debate resumed and further adjourned, 
21st January , p. 135 ; debate resumed ; Bill 
read a second time and com m itted; considered 
in Committee, 22nd January , p. 138.

F u rth e r considered in Committee, 29th January , 
p. 149 ; 4 th  February , p. 158 ; 11th February,
p. 168.

B eported  w ith  am endm ents; report, :by leave, 
considered and adopted ; B ill read the th ird  
tim e and passed, 11th February , p. 168.

M essage from the Legislative Assem bly .notifying 
th a t they  have agreed to some of the am end
m ents of the Legislative Council, disagreed 
w ith  others of the  said amendments, and have 
agreed to tw o of the said amendments w ith 
amendments, 18th February , p. 178.

A m endm ents considered ; L egislative Council 
do not insist on one of their amendments ; 
do insist on another, and agree to the amend
ments of the Legislative Assem bly on certain 
amendments of the  L egisla tive  -Council, 25th 
February, p. 196.

M essage from the L egislative Assem bly notifying 
th a t they  do not insist on disagreeing with the 
am endm ent insisted on by the Legislative 
Council, 26 th  February , p. 200.

M essage from the  Legislative A ssem bly tran s
m itting  M essage from H is Excellency the 
G overnor, recommending certain  amendments 
in the  B ill to w hich the Legislative A ssem bly 
had a g re e d ; H is E xcellency’s amendments 
considered and agreed to, 3rd M arch, p. 224. 
(Assented to 6th March. Act No. 1440.)

S u p r e m e  C o u r t  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  
B i l l . — Bill in titu led  “ A n  Act to fu rth er  amend 
the ‘ Supreme Court Act 1890’ and fo r  other 
purposes.”— (Hon. H . Cuthbert.)—B rought from 
the  Legislative A ssem bly and read a first time, 
19th Ju n e , 1895, p. 20.

B ead a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee and reported  w ith an am end
m ent ; report, by leave, considered and adopted; 
B ill read the th ird  tim e and passed, 25th 
Ju n e , p. 25.

M essage from the  Legislative Assem bly notify
ing their agreem ent to the am endm ent of the 
Leo-islative Council, 9 th  Ju ly , p. 32. (Assented 
to 10th July. Act No. 1392.)

T h e a t r e s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l . — B ill to 
am end the Theatres Act 1890.— (Hon. II . C uth
bert.)—Initia ted  and read a first time, 29th 
M ay, 1895, p. 13.

Petitions presented and referred to the Com
m ittee on the Bill, 3rd Ju ly , p. 29 ; 9 th Ju ly , 
p. 31.
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T h ea tr es  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l —continued.
Read a second tim e and com m itted ; considered 

in Committee, 25th Ju n e , p. 25.
F u rth e r considered in Com m ittee and reported 

w ith  an am endm ent, 9 th  Ju ly , p. 38.
R eport considered and adopted ; B ill read the 

th ird  tim e and passed, 23rd Ju ly , p. 41.
M essage from the Legislative Assem bly notifying 

their agreem ent to the  B ill w ith  am endm ents ; 
am endm ents considered and agreed to, 11th 
■February, 1896, p. 167. (Assented to 2nd  
Ma/rch. A ct No. 1430.)

T r e a su r y  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B il l .— B ill in titu led  
“A n  Act to authorize the paym ent o f  Interest on 
certain deposits in  the Treasury .”— (Hon. W. 
J/aCWZocA)^--Brought from the  L egislative 

s A ssem bly and -read a first tin je , 23rd October, 
. . 1895, p. 78,

M otion— T h a t th is B ill be now read a second 
tim e ; fu rther motion for the  adjournm ent of 
the debate, on division, resolved in the  affir
m ative ; debate adjourned, 12th Novem ber, 
p. 87 ; debate resum ed ; motion, by leave— 
T h a t th e  debate on the question, T h a t this 
B ill be now read a second tim e, be re-opened 
— resolved in the affirmative ; motion — T h at 
th is B ill be now read a second tim e— debate 
adjourned, 14th January , 1896, p. 129.

M otion— T h a t there  be laid before this H ouse—  
* * * * *

2. A ny le tters received by the  H onorable 
the T reasurer from the Commissioners in 
relation to the Bill. * * * A greed
to, 20 th  November, 1895, p. 91.

O rder for the  resum ption of debate on th e  second 
reading discharged and B ill w ithdraw n, 25 th  
February , 1896, p. 198.

T rusts B ill  — Bill to amend the Law  rela ting  to 
T ru sts  and T rustees.— (Hon. I I . Cuthbert.)— 
In itia ted  and read a first time, 25th Ju n e , 1895, 
p. 24.

R ead a second time and com m itted ; considered 
in Committee, 9 th  Ju ly , p. 32.

F u rth e r considered in Committee, 23rd Ju ly , 
p . 41.

R eported  w ith  amendments, 23rd Ju ly . p. 41.
R eport considered and adopted ; B ill read the
, th ird  tim e and passed, 6 th A ugust, p. 46.
M essage from the Legislative A ssem bly notifying 

their agreem ent to the Bill w ith  am endm ents; 
4 th February, 1896, p. 155.

A m endm ents considered and agreed to, 5 th F eb 
ruary , p. 160. (Assented to 20th February. 
Act No. 1421.)

V eg etatio n  D isea se s  B il l .— B ill intitu led  “ A n  
Act relating to Disease affecting Vegetation.” — 
(Hon. H . Cuthbert.')— B rought from the L eg is
lative A ssem bly and read a first tim e, 3rd 
D ecem ber, 1895, p. 100.

M otion— T h a t th is B ill be now read a second 
time ; fu rther m otion for the  adjournm ent of 
the  debate— on division, negatived ; question 
— T h a t this B ill be now read a second tim e—  
resolved in the affirmative ; B ill read a second 
tim e and committed, 22nd Jan u ary , 1896, 
pp. 138-9.

F u rth e r considered in Committee and reported 
w ith  am endm ents ; report, by leave, considered 
and adopted, 4th February , p. 158.

M otion— T h a t this B ill be now read a th ird  tim e ; 
am endm ent— T h a t the  O rder of the  D ay for 
th e  th ird  reading be discharged, w ith a view 
to  the B ill being recom m itted—proposed, and

V e g e t a t i o n  D i s e a s e s  'BiUL^-continued.
by leave w ithd raw n ; question th a t this B ill be 
now read a th ird  tim e— resolved in the affirm
ative ; B ill read the th ird  time and passed, 5 th 
February , p. 160.

M essage from the Legislative A ssem bly notifying 
th a t they have agreed to some of the Eimend-

. m ents of the  Legislative Counci^ and have 
disagreed w ith others of the  said amendments, 
12tH F ebruary , p. I p .

A m endm ents considered ; Legislative Council 
insist on the ir am endments, 12th February , 
p. 172.

M essage from the  Legislative Assembly notify ing 
th a t they insist on disagreeing w ith the  am end
m ents In sis ted 'p n  by the Legislative Council, 
18th February , p. 186,

A m endm ents considered ; Legislative Council .do 
not now  insist on theip amendments disagreed 
w ith  by the Legislative Assem bly, 20th  F eb 
ruary , p. 190.

M essage from the L egislative Assem bly tran s
m itting  M essage from H is Excellency the 
G overnor, recommending an amendm ent in the 
B ill to w hich the Legislative Assem bly had 
a g re e d ; H is E xcellency’s am endm ent con
sidered and agreed to, 25th February , pp. 
195-6. (Assented to 2nd March. Act No. 
1432.)

V o l u n t a r y  C o n v e y a n c e s  B i l l .— B ill to amend the 
L aw  relating  to the Avoidance of V oluntary  
Conveyances.— (Hon. J. M. Davies.)—In itia ted  
and read a first time, 25 th  Ju n e , 1895, p. 26.

M otion— T h a t th is B ill be now read a second 
tim e—debate adjourned, 3rd Ju ly , p. 29 ; 
debate resumed ; Bill read a second tim e and 
committed ; considered in Committee and 
reported w ithout am endm ent; report considered 
and adopted ; B ill read the th ird  tim e and 
passed, 23rd Ju ly , p. 41.

M essage from the L egislative Assembly notifying 
the ir agreem ent to the B ill w ith  an am end
m ent ; am endm ent considered and agreed to, 
4 th February , 1896, p. 154. (Assm ted to 10th  
February. A ct No. 1417.)

W a t e r  A c t  1890 ( P a r t  2) A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .—  
Bill intitu led  “ A n  Act relating to the M aking  
and Levying o f Rates w ith in  an Urban D istrict 
under the 1 Water A ct 1890 ’ and fo r  the Aboli
tion o f  Fees fo r  Summonses to recover Rates 
and Charges under the said Act I — (Hon. H . 
Cuthbert.)— B rought from the Legislative 
A ssem bly and read a first time, 4 th  February, 
1896, p. 157.

Read a second time and committed ; considered 
in C om m ittee and reported w ithou t am end
m ent ; report considered and adopted ; B ill 
read the th ird  tim e and passed, 11th February , 
p. 168. (Assented to 20 th February. Act No. 
1425.)

W i d t h  o f  T i r e s  B i l l .—B ill to regulate the  
W eights to be carried on certain Vehicles and 
for other purposes.— (Hon. I I . Cuthbert.)—  
In itia ted  and read a first time, 25th June , 1895, 
p. 24.

R ead a second time and committed ; considered 
in Committee, 2nd Ju ly , p. 28.

Reported w ith  amendments, 2nd J u ly , p. 28.
O rder for consideration of report discharged and 

B ill recom m itted for reconsideration ; recon
sidered in Committee, 9 th Ju ly , p. 32.
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W i d t h  o f  T i r e s  B i l l — contimced.
F u rth e r considered in Committee and re-reported 

w ith  further amendm ents, 16th Ju ly , p. 36.

Recom m itted for the re-consideration of clause 4 ; 
reconsidered in Com m ittee and re-reported w ith 
amendments, 16th Ju ly , p. 36.

Order for consideration of report discharged and 
B ill recom m itted for the  reconsideration of 
clause 4 ; reconsidered in Committee and re- 
reported w ithout fu rther am endm ent; report 
considered and adopted ; B ill read the th ird  
tim e and passed, 6 th  A ugust, p. 46.

W i d t h  o f  T ir e s  B il l — continued.
M essage from the Legislative Assembly notifying 

their agreem ent to the B ill w ith amendments, 
19th February, 1896, p. 187.

Amendments considered ; Legislative Council 
agree to some of the amendments of the L eg is
lative Assem bly and disagree w ith  one of the  
said amendments, 20th February , p. 190.

M essage from the Legislative Assem bly notify ing  
th a t they do not insist on the ir amendment 
disagreed w ith by the L egislative Council, 21st 
February , p. 193. (Assented to 2nd M<wch. 
Act Wo. 1431.)

N o t e .— T he G-overnor’s Salary R eduction B ill and the M inisters’ Salaries R eduction B ill passed in  
the  Session 1894—5, and reserved on the 29 th  January , 1895 for the signification of H er M ajesty’s pleasure 
thereon, were assented to on the  11th M ay, 1895, and the  assent proclaimed 15th Ju ly , 1895. A cts Nos. 
1393 and 1394. See pp. 39-40.
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V I C T O R I A .

No. 1.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

WEDNESDAY, 29t h  MAY, 1895.
1. The Council m et pursuant to the Proclamation of H is Excellency the Administrator of the Government, 

beating date the  second day of May, 1895, which Proclamation was read by the Clerk, and is as 
follows :•=

F U R T H E R  P R O R O G U IN G  P A R L IA M E N T  A N D  F IX IN G  T H E  T IM E  FO R  H O L D IN G  
T H E  SECOND S E S S IO N  O F T H E  S IX T E E N T H  P A R L IA M E N T .

P r o c l a m a t io n

By His Excellency the Honorable Sir John  Madden, K night, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of 
the Colony of Victoria, and Administrator of the Government of the said Colony, &c., &c.-$ &e.

W h e re a s  by The Constitution A c t  i t  was amongst other things enacted that if should be lawful 
for the Governor to  fix such places w ithin Victoria and, subject to the limitation therein contained, 
such, times for holding the first and every other Session of the Council and Assembly, and to vary 
and alter the same respectively in such manner as he might think fit; and also from time to time to 
prorogue the said Council and Assembly, and to dissolve the said Assembly, by Proclamation or 
otherwise, Whenever he should deem i t  expedient: And whereas the said Council and Assembly
called “ T he Parliament of V ictoria,” stand prorogued until Tuesday, tlie seventh day of May, 1895, 
and it is expedient further to prorogue the same, and to fix the time for holding the next Session 
thereof : Now therefore I ,  the Administrator of the Government of Victoria, in ex-ercise of the 
power conferred by the said Act, do by this my Proclamation further prorogue the said Parliament 
Of Victoria Until W ednesday, the 29th day of May, 1895 ; and also I  do hereby fix Wednesday, the 
twenty-ninth day of May aforesaid, as the time for the commencement and holding of the next 
Session of the said Council and Assembly,' called “ The Parliament of Victoria,” for the despatch 
of business* a t  the hour of Tw o o’clock in the afternoon, in the Parliament Houses, situate in 
Parliament-place, Spring-street, in the City of Melbourne : And the Honorable the Members of the 
Legislative Council and the Members of the Legislative Assembly are hereby required to give their 
attendance a t  the1 said time and place accordingly.

Given under my Hand- afid the  Seal of the Colony, at Melbourne, this second day of 
May, in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and ninety-five, and in the 
fifty-eighth year of H er M ajesty’s reign.

( e . s . )  JO H N  M ADDEN.

By His Excellency’s Command,
G EO R G E TU R N ER .

G o d  s a v e  t h e  Q u e e n  !
(500 copies.)



2 .  A p p r o a c h  o f  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t . : —T he approach of 
H is Excellency the A dm inistrator of the Government was announced by the U sher.

H is Excellency came into the Council Chamber, and commanded the U sher to desire the 
immediate attendance of the Legislative Assembly, who, being come w ith  their Speaker, H is 
Excellency was pleased to speak as follows :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t  a n d  H o n o r a b l e  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  :

M r. S p e a k e r  a n d  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  :

A fter the prolonged period of depression, it is gratifying to be able to realize th a t there are 
unmistakable signs of returning prosperity, and th a t it appears as if  the  people of V ictoria were 
destined, at no distant date, to reap the rew ard of the courage and patience w ith w hich they have 
borne adversity. I  tru st th a t your labours will tend to the continuance and increase of tha t 
prosperity.

D uring the recess a m eeting of the Prem iers of all the A ustralian  Colonies took place at 
H obart, w ith the satisfactory result tha t an agreem ent was arrived at by the Prem iers of Queensland, 
N ew  South W ales, South A ustralia, Tasmania, and V ictoria th a t Bills should be introduced into 
the Legislatures of those Colonies for the election by the people of a Convention to frame a Consti
tution for a Federated A ustralia. M y A dvisers tru st th a t the course of events in the mother 
colony will afford them  the opportunity of laying before you shortly for your consideration a B ill to 
provide for the election of V ictorian R epresentatives to the proposed Convention, and thus enable 
V ictoria once again to show the zeal and earnestness w ith  w hich Federation is desired.

A  Session of the Federal Council has also been held during the recess, a t which, for the 
first time, the colonies enjoyed the larger representation recently granted to them . A lthough no 
im portant measure was passed into law, the m eeting was not unproductive of good in cementing 
the federal spirit amongst the colonies represented.

T he Government, believing th a t the absolute stoppage of public works would accentuate the 
then prevailing distress, have proceeded w ith such reproductive undertakings as they could safely 
carry out, especially in regrading railway lines, and they have made provision for other extensive 
works during the coming winter.

M r . S p e a k e r  a n d  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  :

F or the first tim e you will have an opportunity of appointing the Committee of Public 
A ccounts under the provisions of the Standing Order passed last Session. I t  is to be hoped tha t 
the establishm ent of this Committee w ill add another salutary check to undue and extravagant 
expenditure of the public money ; and you w ill be asked to pass such legislation as will securely 
safeguard the T ru st Funds.

T he E stim ates of E xpend itu re  w hich w ill be subm itted to you w ill show th a t my Advisers 
have redeemed their promises to effect large savings in the cost of governm ent. . Since the close of 
las t Session they have kept steadily in view the necessity of reducing the expenditure of Victoria 
to a sum justified by the population and w ealth  of the country. B y am algam ating Departm ents, 
and by otherwise exercising the strictest economy and the keenest supervision as to expenditure, 
they  have been enabled to m ake system atic and perm anent reductions to a very large ex ten t in the 
cost of the Public  Service, and this w ith  the least hardship to individuals and w ithout wholesale 
dismissals. M y A dvisers confidently anticipate th a t the  expenditure of the  n ex t financial year will 
be kept well w ithin the income, and they realize th a t it is only by continued economies on a settled 
plan th a t any permanent relief can be afforded to the  taxpayer.

The first measure to be laid before you w ill be a B ill to provide for the  Revision of the 
Tariff. T he Board appointed to inquire into the effects of the fiscal system of V ictoria upon 
industry and production have brought their valuable labours to a close ; and the ir Report, in which 
a mass of most im portant evidence regarding the industries and productions of the country has been 
arranged and analyzed, w ill be of the  greatest assistance to you in dealing w ith  this intricate 
question.

I t  is now fully recognised th a t the colony m ust use every effort to encourage the production 
of such articles as can be profitably exported. One g reat factor in successful production is the 
obtaining of money at a low rate of in terest. As soon as the Royal Commission appointed to 
inquire into this subject, and as to the establishm ent of a S tate B ank, have furnished their Report, 
my M inisters will be prepared to lay before you a measure dealing w ith  the  whole question in a 
liberal and comprehensive manner.

A lthough, from various causes, much difficulty has occurred in the  establishm ent of V illage 
Settlem ents and the sums originally allotted to the settlers have proved inadequate, my Advisers 
have endeavoured to improve the condition of the settlers and make the settlem ents successful ; 
and your sanction will be asked to a further grant to enable advances to be made to settlers to the 
amounts that experience has shown to be necessary.

M r . P r e s i d e n t  a n d  H o n o r a b l e  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  :

M r . S p e a k e r  a n d  G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y  :

A n im portant factor in  the success of production is the cheapness and convenience of 
transport. I  am glad to be able to announce th a t arrangem ents have been made for the carriage 
of frozen produce to Europe a t lower rates than any hitherto prevailing, and it  is believed th a t even 
better terms will be obtained nex t year in response to tenders which have already been invited.

T he B ill to facilitate settlem ent in the M allee country failed to become law  last session. 
A s it  is absolutely necessary, if  the farm ing population are to be kept from leaving Victoria 
and settling in the neighbouring colonies, th a t sufficient inducement should be held out to them 
to remain here, my Advisers w ill take an early opportunity of again dealing w ith this subject.



1 many years differences have, unfortunately, existed in the M ildura district which have 
retarded progress there, and the Government have prepared the necessary Bill to carry out the 
wishes of the settlors, and trust that it may he passed into law as early as possible.

A  Bill foi the amendment or the law relating to Companies will be again submitted for your 
consideration.

My Advisers have appointed a Board to inquire into the management of the Railways, in 
older tha t a further effort may be made to conduct the business in such a manner as to greatly 
lessen if  not altogether prevent the annual deficit, and their Report will bo presented to you to be 
dealt w ith. r  J

Pioposals for the amendment of the Constitution Act, for establishing the principle of one 
adult one vote, and for facilitating the settlem ent of differences between the two Houses of 
the Legislature will be placed before you.

A s soon as the Standing Committee on Railways has reported on the two important subjects 
which have been rem itted to them, my Advisers hope to be enabled to lay before you satisfactory 
proposals for the construction of railways.

Experience has shown that the Factories A ct requires amendment to carry out the intentions 
of the framers, and you will be asked to pass a remedial measure so as to check the practice of 
“ sweating ” and insure work being carried on under proper sanitary conditions.

M y Advisers, believing tha t the best interests of the colony will be promoted by the 
judicious development of its natural resources, are taking practical steps to encourage the pro
duction of valuable oil and fibre plants of various kinds ; and having ascertained by actual tests 
th a t several portions of the colony are admirably suited for the growth of sugar-beet of a very 
superior quality, will submit to you a B ill to encourage the establishment of sugar-beet factories.

N ot the least satisfactory sign of returning prosperity is the advance th a t the mining 
industry has made as regards the two great products of gold and coal. During the past year a 
great increase has taken place both in production and in the number of men who have been 
employed in mining. W ith the object of maintaining this increase, a Bill w ill be submitted to you 
to consolidate the law relating to mining and mining operations.

The Report of the W ater Commission will be ready shortly, and you will be asked to pass 
the necessary A ct to place the W ater T rusts in a better financial position and to remove the 
existing difficulties.

I t  is a quarter o f a century since the present Insolvency Law was passed, and in tha t time 
numerous defects in principles and in details have become apparent. M y Advisers, having carefully 
considered the question and taken expert evidence, have framed a Bill to remedy these defects, 
which will be laid before you at the earliest opportunity.

The Royal Commission on Charities have concluded their valuable investigations, and my 
Advisers will place before you a Bill to provide for the better regulation and maintenance of 
Charitable Institutions.

Bills have also been prepared dealing w ith many other im portant m atters, including the 
amendment of the Purification of Rolls Act, so as to facilitate the enfranchisement of electors j the 
regulation of Electric L ighting ; the consolidation of the law relating to the Sales of G oods; the 
settlement of Trade Disputes j the amendment of the law relating to Trustees ; the authorization of 
Advances to certain Municipalities ; the regulation of the W idth of T ires ; the amendment of the 
Explosives A c t ; to provide a Site for Powder Magazines a t a safe distance from Melbourne ; to 
effectually deal w ith Insect Pests ; to amend the law relating to D istillation ; to amend the Marine 
A c t ; to deal w ith questions affecting the Game Act.

I  now leave you to your deliberations, which I  trust, by the blessing of Divine Providence, 
will result in the restored prosperity and continued advancement of the people of Victoria. .

W hich being concluded, a copy of the  Speech was delivered to the President, and a copy to M r. 
Speaker, and H is Excellency the Adm inistrator of the Government left the Chamber.

The Legislative Assembly then w ithdrew.

3. The President took the Chair, and read the Prayer.

4. R e t u r n  t o  W r i t .— The President announced tha t there had been received a return  to a W rit issued
by H is Excellency the Governor for the election of a Member to serve for the Gippsland Province 
in the place of the Honorable W illiam McCulloch, who had accepted an office of profit under the 
Crown, and by the endorsement on such W rit it appeared that the Honorable William McCulloch 
had been elected in pursuance thereof.

5. S w e a r i n g -i n  o f  M e m b e r .— The Honorable W. McCulloch, being introduced, took and subscribed
the oath required by law, and delivered to the Clerk the Declaration required by the thirty-seventh 
section of the A ct No. 1075, as hereunder set fo r th :—

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I , W il l ia m  
M c C u l l o c h , do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an 
estate of freehold for my own use and benefit m lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the 
yearly value of Three hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, 
other than any public or parliamentary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, 
th a t such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Colac, and are known as 
‘ M ertoun P ark .’

“ A nd I  further declare tha t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Colac are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
One thousand three hundred and thirteen pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“  W. M cC U L L O C H .”



6 ,  D e c l a r a t i o n s '  o f  M e m b e r s . — The Ilonorables the President, J .  H . A bbott, S. A ustin, J .  Balfour, 
J .  Bell, F. Brown, T. Brunton, J .  Buchanan, Sir W . J .  Clarke, Bart., J .  II . Connor, S. W. Cooke, 
D. Coutts, E. J .  Crooke, H. Cuthbert, J .  M. Davies, T . Dowling, Dr. W . H. Embling, N. 
F itzG erald, J .  II. Grey, F . S. Grimwade, C. J .  Ham, N. Levi, D. Melville, E . M iller, E. Morey, 
W. P itt , J .  M. P ra tt, R. Eeid, A. O. Sachse, C. Sargeant, Lieut.-CoL Sir F . T. JSargood, J .  
Service, G. Simmie, J .  Sternberg, N. Thornley, J .  A. W allace, S. Williamson, W. I. W inter- 
Irv ing, and A. Wynne severally delivered to the Clerk the Declaration required by the th irty- 
seventh section of the A ct No. 1075, as hereunder set forth :—

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, W i l l i a m  A u s t i n  
Z eaL , do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of V ictoria of the yearly 
value of Six hundred and fifty-one pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the 
same, other than any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and
further, th a t such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal districts of P rah ran  and
South Melbourne, and are known as—

“ P arts  of Crown portions 14, 17, 18, and 20, parish of Prahrail, at Toorak ; and
parts of Crown allotm ent 3, section I, and Crown allotment 4, section I , city of
South Melbourne, all in the county of Bourke.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of P rahran  are rated in the rate-boolc of such district upon a yearly value of 
Four hundred and fifty-six pounds ; and that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate 
in the municipal district of South Melbourne are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a 
yearly value of One hundred and ninety-five pounds.

“ And 1 further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ W . A. Z E A L .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria,. No. 1075, I , J o s e p h  H e n r t  
A b b o t t ,  do declare and testify  th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenem ents in the colony of V ictoria of the  yearly 
value of Three hundred and tw enty pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the 
same, other than  any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and 
further, th a t such lands or tenements are situated in the m unicipal districts of Sandhurst, Echuca, 
and Strathfieldsaye, and are known as—

“ F irstly , part of Crown allotm ent five, section thirty-one C, Barkly-place, city  and parish 
of Sandhurst, county of Bendigo.

“ Secondly, Crown allotment six and six a  of section sixty-eight C, Olinda and G lad
stone streets, city and parish of Sandhurst, county of Bendigo.

“ Thirdly, Crown allotm ents one, two, and three, section nineteen, parish of M andurang, 
county of Bendigo.

“ Fourth ly , part of allotm ent thirteen, section one, and part of Crown allotm ent six of 
section three, parish of M andurang, county of Bendigo, particularly described in 
certificate of title  entered in the R egister Book, vol. 1353, fol. 270462.

“ F ifth ly , part of Crown allotment seventeen, section one, parish of M andurang, county 
of Bendigo, particularly described in certificate of title  entered in the Register 
Book, vol. 1140, fol. 227959.

“ S ixthly , part of Crown allotm ent three, section six, town of Echuca, parish of Echuca 
N orth, county of Rodney, particularly described in certificate of title  entered in the 
R egister Book, vol. 1786, fol. 357001.

“ And I  further declare th a t such of the  said lands or tenem ents as are situate in the 
municipal district of Bendigo are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
One hundred and tw enty-three pounds ; and th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in 
the municipal district of Strathfieldsaye are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly 
value of One hundred and tw enty-three pounds ; and th a t such of the said lands or tenem ents as 
are situate in the municipal district of Echuca are rated in the rate book of such district upon a 
yearly value of seventy-four pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenem ents, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a M ember of the Legislative Council.

“ J O S E P H  H E N R Y  A B B O T T .”

“ In compliance with the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, 1, S i d n e y  A u s t i n ,  
of Geelong, do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of V ictoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred and sixty-eight pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the 
same, other than any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or a ssessm en t; and 
further, th a t such lauds or tenements are situated in the municipal district of W inchelsea, and are 
known as ‘ K arngun Paddocks.’

“ A nd I  further declare tha t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of W inchelsea are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
One hundred and sixty-eight pounds.

“ And I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a, title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a M ember of the Legislative Council.

“ S ID N E Y  A U S T IN .”
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“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, J a m e s  B a l f o u r ,  
do declare and testily  (hat I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of One 
hundred and four pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any 
public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, tha t such lands or 
tenements are situated in the municipal district of R rahran, and are known as part of Crown portion 
18, parish of Prahran.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of P rahran  are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One 
hundred and four pounds.

“ And I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ JA M E S  B A L F O U R .’

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I , J a m e s  B e l l ,  do 
declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for my 
own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of One 
hundred and sixty-five pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any 
public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, th a t such lands or 
tenements are situated in the municipal district of Dunolly, and are known as my property, being 
allotm ents 4, 5, 6, 7, and 9 of section 26, and allotments 8b and 9 of section 12, town of Dunolly.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Dunolly are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One 
hundred and sixty-five pounds.

“ And I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lauds or tenem ents, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ JA M E S  B E L L .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075,1, F r e d e r i c k  B r o w n ,  
of Beechworth, do declare and testify th a t I am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate 
of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of V ictoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred and nine pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other 
than any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, that 
such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Beechworth, and are known as 
‘ Shrublands ;— Allotments 2, 3, and 4 of section F, w ith  dwelling-house and out-offices, occupied 
by me; also allotm ent 8 of section P 1, 17 of section 4, and part of allotm ent 3 of section D, all in 
the town and parish of Beechworth.

“ A nd I  further declare tha t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of U nited Shire of Beechw orth are rated in the rate-book of such district upon 
a yearly value of One hundred and nine pounds.

“ And I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ F R E D K . B R O W N .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 10 7 5 ,1, T h o m a s  B r u n t o n ,  
do declare and testify tha t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit fin lands or tenem ents in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of Five 
hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any public or 
parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, th a t such lands or tenements 
are situated in the municipal district of Essendon, and are known as—

“ ‘ R oxburgh’, A scot Vale, bounded by Bloomfield-road, St. Leonard’s-road, Union-road, and 
Roxburgh-street.

“ And I further declare th a t such of the said lauds or tenem ents as are situate in the 
municipal district of Essendon are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of F ive 
hundred pounds, and th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal district 
of Essendon are rated in the  rate-book of such distinct upon a yearly value of F ive hundred pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to oi* become 
possessed o f the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ T H O M A S  B R U N T O N .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 107o, I, J a m e s  B u c h a n a n ,  
do declare and testify tha t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of V ictoria of the yearly value of One 
hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any public or 
parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, tha t such lands or tenements 
are situated in the municipal district of Berwick, and are known as ‘ Burr H ill,’ Berwick, in
my own occupation. . .

“ And I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate m the 
municipal district of Berwick arc rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
One hundred pounds.

“ And I  further declare tha t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be
returned a Member of the Legislative Council. ,,

°  <<TAMTT!fi "RTTCHANAN.”



“ In  compliance wit,b the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, S ir  W i l l i a m  
J o h n  C la k k e ,  B art., do declare and testify th a t I am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to 
an estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in land's or tenements in the colony of V ictoria 
of the yearly value of One thousand and fifty-five pounds above all charges and incumbrances 
affecting the same, other than any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or 
assessment ; and further, th a t such lands or tenem ents are situated in the municipal d istrict of 
M erriang, and are known as Three thousand four hundred and sixty-one acres, in the parishes of 
K alkallo and Mickleham, No. 46 in the rate-book.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t such of the  said lands or tenements as are situate in the m uni
cipal district of M erriang are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
One thousand and fifty-five pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a M ember of the Legislative Council.

“ W . J .  C L A R K E .”

“ In  compliance w ith  the provisions of the A ct 54 V ictoria, No. 1075, I , J o s e p h  I I e n r t  
C o n n o r , do declare and testify  th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenem ents in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of over One hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other 
than  any public or parliam entary tax  or m unicipal or other ra te  or a ssessm en t; and fu rther, th a t 
such lands mr tenem ents are situated in the municipal district of Colac, shire of Colac, parish of 
Cundare, county of Grenville, and are known as allotments 5 7 a  and 57b , parish of Cundare, 
containing three hundred and eighteen acres one rood tw enty-four perches.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenem ents as are situate in the 
municipal d istrict of Colac, shire of Colac, parish of Cundare, county of Grenville, are ra ted  in 
the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One hundred and tw enty-seven pounds eight 
shillings, and th a t such of the  said lands or tenem ents as are situate in the m unicipal d istrict of 
Colac are rated in the  rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One hundred and tw enty- 
seven pounds eight shillings.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenem ents, or any part thereof, for the  purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a M ember of the L egislative Council.

“ JO S . H . C O N N O R .”

“ In  compliance w ith  the provisions of the A ct 54 V ictoria, No. 1075, I , S a m u e l W i n t e r  
C o o k e , do declare and testify  th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the  colony of V ictoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any 
public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other ra te  or assessm en t; and further, th a t such lands 
or tenem ents are situated  in the m unicipal d istrict of D undas, and are know n as ‘ M urndal.’

“  A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenem ents as are situate in the 
m unicipal district of Dundas are ra ted  in the rate-book of such d istric t upon a yearly  value 
of One thousand three hundred and six ty-tw o pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenem ents, or any p a rt thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a M ember of the  L egislative Council.

“ SA M L. W IN T E R  C O O K E .”

“ In  compliance w ith  the provisions of the A ct 54 V ictoria, No. 1075, I , D a v id  C o u t t s ,  do 
declare and testify  th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for my 
own use and benefit in lands or tenem ents in the  colony of V ictoria of the yearly value of over One 
hundred pounds above all charges and incum brances affecting the same, other than any public or 
parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, th a t such lands or tenem ents 
are situated in the m unicipal districts of K orong and E a s t Loddon, and are known as ‘ Salisbury 
E s ta te /  m unicipal d istrict of Korong, and the ‘ Elm swood E s ta te /  also land known as N aughton’s, 
municipal district of E as t Loddon.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t such of the  said lands or tenem ents as are situate in the 
municipal district of Korong are rated in the  rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Five 
hundred pounds ; and tha t such of the said lands or tenem ents as are situate in the municipal district 
of E ast Loddon are rated in the rate-book of such d istric t upon a yearly value of S ix  hundred and 
th irty  pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the  said lands or tenem ents, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a M ember of the L egislative Council.

“ D A V ID  C O U T T S .”

“ In  compliance w ith  the provisions of the  A ct 54 Victoria, N o . 1075, I , E d w a r d  J o l l e y  
C r o o k e ,  do declare and testify  th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenem ents in the colony of V ictoria of the yearly 
value of Three hundred and six ty  pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same 
other than any public or parliam entary ta x  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further 
th a t such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Roscdale, and are known as 
portion of ‘ The Holey P la in  E s ta te /
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“ A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the muni
cipal district of Rosedale are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Three 
hundred and sixty pounds.

“ And I further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ E . J .  C R O O K E.”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, H enry Cuthbert, 
of B allarat, do declare and testify tha t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of Two hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than 
any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, tha t such 
lands or tenements are situated in the municipal districts of B allarat and shire of B allarat, and 
are known as—

“ P a rt of allotm ent 4 of section 9, city of B allarat, county of Grenville ; and 
“ A llotm ent 2 of section 14, parish of Ballarat, county of Grenville.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of B allarat are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value 
of E ighty  pounds ; and th a t such of the sq,id lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of the shire of B allarat are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
One hundred and tw enty pounds.

“ A nd I  fu rther declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ H E N R Y  C U T H B E R T .”

“ In  compliance w ith  the provisions of the  A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I ,  J ohn M ark 
D a v ie s , do declare and testify  tha t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of  
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenem ents in the colony of V ictoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other 
than any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, 
tha t such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Lilydale, and are known as 
Crown allotments fifty-six, fifty-seven, and fifty-eight, parish of W an din Yallock, county of Evelyn, 
containing six hundred and twenty-five acres and tw enty perches or thereabouts; and in the municipal 
district of Caulfield, and are known as part of Crown portion seventy-four, east of E lsternw ick, parish 
of P rahran, county of Bourke, containing four acres or thereabouts.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Lilydale are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Two 
hundred and ten pounds, and th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of Caulfield are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of T h irty  pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member, of the Legislative Council.

“ JN O . M. D A V IE S .”

“ In  compliance w ith  the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, T hom as D o w lin g ,  
do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of V ictoria of the yearly value of Two 
hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any public or 
parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, that such lands or tenements 
are situated in the municipal districts of H am pden and M ortlake, and are known as ‘ Je lla labad / 
situated on M ount Emu Creek, and bounded on the south by township of Darlington, on the east by 
lands belonging to Messrs. Cole and Dodds, on the north by station known as ‘ Terrinallum,’ and on 
the w est by station known as ‘ M ount R y an s/

“ And I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of M ortlake are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One thousand 
seven hundred pounds, and tha t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of Hampden are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of F ive hundred 
and forty-six pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ TH O M A S D O W L IN G .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I , W ill ia m  H e n r y  
E m b lin g , do declare and testify  th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of Two hundred and twenty-five pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the 
same, other than any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and 
further, th a t such lands or tenem ents are situated in the municipal district of St. Kilda, and are 
known as ‘Elm wood,’ Chapel-street, E as t St. Kilda.

“ And I further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the muni
cipal d istrict of St. K ilda are rated  in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Two 
hundred and twenty-five pounds.

“ And I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the  Legislative Council.

“ W . H . E M B L IN G .”



“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I , N icholas F itz
G e r a l d ,  do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for mv own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of V ictoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any 
public or parliamentary ta x o r  municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, tha t such lands 
or tenements are situated in the municipal districts of Castlemaine and St. Kilda, and are known as 
‘ "furlough H ouse/ Camp Hill, Castlemaine, and ‘ M oira,’ Alma-road, St. Kilda, county of Bourke.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Castlemaine are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
Seventy-five pounds, and th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of St. K ilda are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Three 
hundred pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ N. F IT Z G E R A L D .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I , J oseph  H enry 
G r e y , of Geelong, solicitor, do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled 
to an estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenem ents in the colony of Victoria 
of the yearly value of Three hundred and forty-three pounds above all charges and incumbrances 
affecting the same, other than any public or parliam entary tax  or m unicipal or other rate or assess
m ent; and further, th a t such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal d istrict of Newtown 
and Chilwell, and are known as parts of Crown allotm ents six and seven, section ten, and Crown 
portions A, B, C, D, E , F , G, LI, I, J ,  K , N, 0 ,  P , Q, R , S, T , and V  of Crown allotm ent eight of 
section ten, parish of M oorpanyal, county of G rant.

“ A nd I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenem ents as are situate in the 
municipal district of Newtown and Chilwell are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly 
value of Three hundred and forty-three pounds.

“ And I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenem ents, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ J .  H . G R E Y .”

‘‘ In compliance with the provisions of the A ct 54 V ictoria, No. 1075, I , F r e d e r i c k  
S i - i e p p a r d  G r i m w a d e ,  do declare and testify  th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled 
to an estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenem ents in the colony of Victoria 
of the yearly value of Four hundred and fifty pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting 
the same, other than any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessment ; 
and further, that such lands or tenem ents are situated in the municipal d istrict of Caulfield, and 
are known as ‘ H arleston / situate and being at the corner of Balaclava and Orrong roads, Caulfield.

“ And I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenem ents as are situate in the 
municipal district of Caulfield are rated in the rate-book of such d istrict upon a yearly value of 
Four hundred and fifty pounds, and th a t such of the said lands or tenem ents as are situate in the 
municipal district of Caulfield are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
Four hundred and fifty pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said, lands or tenem ents, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ F . S. G R IM W A D E .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 V ictoria, No. 1075, I , Cornelius 
J ob H am , do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenem ents in the colony of V ictoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred and fifteen pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, 
other than any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm en t; and further, 
th a t such lands or tenem ents are situated in the municipal d istrict of M elbourne, and are known 
as No. 114 and No. 124 G rey-street, E as t M elbourne, and being No. 71 and 70 in the rate-book of 
the city of M elbourne for A lbert ward.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenem ents as are situate in the municipal 
district of M elbourne are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One 
hundred and fifteen pounds, and th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Melbourne are rated in the rate-boolc of such district upon a yearlv value of 
One hundred and fifteen pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenem ents, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ C. J .  H A M .”

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No, 1075, I, N a th a n iel  
L e v i, do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate 
of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenem ents in the colony of Victoria of the 
yearly value of One hundred and fifty pounds above all charges and incumbrances affectino- the same 
other than any public or parliamentary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further 
that such lands or tenem ents are situated in the municipal districts of city of Melbourne, city of 
St. K ilda, shire of Cranbourne, and shire of Moorabbin, and are known as P rin ting  establishm ent 
situated in Hosier-lane, off F linders-street east, city of M elbourne; allotment 1 of section 9 x  tw enty- 
eight perches and nine-tenths, allotm ent 2 of section 9 x  nineteen perches and eight-tenths



9

allotm ent 3 of section 9 x  nineteen perches and six-tenths, city of St. K ilda, parish  of South 
M elbourne, county of B ourke ; allotment 10, village of Lang Lang, two roods ; allotment 11, 
village of Lang Lang, two roods tw enty-six perches, parish of Lang Lang, Yallock riding, shire 
of Cranbourne, county of M ornington; allotm ent 5, part of Crown portion 28, parish of Moorabbin, 
South riding, shire of Moorabbin, county of Bourke.

“  And I  further declare tha t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of city of Melbourne are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
E igh ty  pounds, and tha t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal district of 
city of St. K ilda are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Tw enty-eight pounds, 
and th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal district or shire of 
Cranbourne are rated in the rate-book of such district or shire upon a yearly value of Four pounds, 
and th a t such of the said lands or tenem ents as are situate in the m unicipal district or shire of 
Moorabbin are rated  in the rate-book of such district or shire upon a yearly value of Two pounds 
ten shillings.

“ A nd I  further declare tha t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the  said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ N A T H L . L E V I.”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 V ictoria, No. 1075, I, D onald 
M e l v il l e , do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred and thirteen pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the 
same, other than  any public or parliam entary ta x  or municipal or other rate or assessment ; and 
further, th a t such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal districts of Brunsw ick, Pyalong, 
M clvor, and are known as—

“ M y residence, situated in A lbion-street, W . Brunswick, with tw enty-eight and one-half 
acres of land ; two hundred and six acres of land w ithin the shire of Pyalong ; one hundred and 
forty acres of land within the shire of M clvor.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal d istric t of Brunswick are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
Seventy pounds, and th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal district 
of Pyalong are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Tw enty-eight pounds, 
and th a t w ithin the municipal district of M clvor a t F ifteen  pounds.

“ And I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenem ents, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a M ember of the Legislative Council.

“ D. M E L V IL L E V

“ In  compliance with the provisions of the A ct 54 V ictoria, No. 1075, I , E dw ard  M il le r , 
do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold 
for my own use and benefit in lands or tenem ents in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of 
One hundred and forty-five pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other 
than  any public or parliam entary ta x  or m unicipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, th a t 
such land or tenements are situated in the municipal d istrict of Kew, and are known as part of 
■ Fin don’ E state , being land measuring four acres, situate corner of Barker^s-road and Findon-street.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t such said land situate in the municipal district of K ew  is rated 
in the grate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One hundred and forty-five pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said land, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be returned a 
Member of the Legislative Council.

“ E D W A R D  M IL L E R .”

“ In  compliance w ith  the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, E dw ard  M orey, 
of B allarat, do declare and testify  th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenem ents in the colony of V ictoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred and forty-three pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, 
other than any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other ra te  or assessm ent; and further, 
th a t such lands or tenem ents are situated in the municipal district of the city of Ballarat, and are 
known as assessment 89, Lydiard-street, E igh ty  pounds ; assessment 1493, A rm strong-street, S ix ty- 
three pounds; and are allotm ents six and nineteen, section nine, city and parish of Ballarat, county 
of Grenville.

“ A nd I  fu rther declare th a t the said lands or tenements are situate in the municipal 
district of the city of B allarat, and are rated  in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value 
of One hundred and forty-three pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a M ember of the Legislative Council.

“ E . M O R E Y .”

“ In  compliance w ith the  provisions of the A c t 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I , W ill ia m  P i t t ,  
do declare and testify  tha t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of One 
hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any public or 
parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, that such lands or tenements 
are situated in the municipal district of Collingwood, and are known as land, Trenery-crescent, 
Collingwood,



“ And I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of Collingwood are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One 
hundred and six ty  pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ W IL L IA M  P I T T ”

“ In  compliance w ith  the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I , J o seph  M ajo r  
P ratt , do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of free
hold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of V ictoria of the yearly value 
of One hundred and seventy-five pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, 
other than any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessment ; and 
further, th a t such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Melbourne, and are 
known as all th a t piece of land containing th irty -six  perches and three-tenths of a perch or there
abouts, being part of Crown allotment four, section fourteen, city of M elbourne, parish of N orth  
Melbourne, a t E ast Melbourne, county of Bourke.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenem ents as are situate in the m uni
cipal district of Melbourne are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One 
hundred and seventy-five pounds sterling, and th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate 
in the municipal district of Melbourne are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value 
of One hundred and seventy-five pounds sterling.

“ And I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ J O S E P H  M A JO R  P R A T T .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 V ictoria, No. 1075, I ,  R obert  R e id , 
m erchant, M elbourne, do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an 
estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of V ictoria of the 
yearly value of One hundred and twelve pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting 
the same, other than any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessment ; and 
further, th a t such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal d istrict of Beaconsfield, shire of 
Berwick, and are known as ‘M ount P leasan t,’ Pakenham , being lots 1, .12, 13, 20, and 47, 
Pakenham , 448 acres.

“ A nd I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenem ents as are situate in the m uni
cipal district of Berw ick are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One 
hundred and twelve pounds.

“ A nd I  fu rther declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenem ents, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a M ember of the Legislative Council.

“ R O B E R T  R E ID .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 V ictoria, No. 1075, I ,  A r th u r  O tto 
S ach se , do declare and testify  th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenem ents in the colony of V ictoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred and ten  pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other 
than  any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other ra te  or assessm ent^ and further, 
th a t such lands or tenem ents are situated in the municipal d istrict of the  city of P fahran , and are 
known as land and house property, No. 25 K ensington-road, South Yarra.

_ “ A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands' or tenem ents as are situate in the 
municipal d istric t of P rah ran  are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
One hundred and ten pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any p a rt thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ A. O. S A C H S E .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 V ictoria, No. 1 0 7 5 ,1, Ch arles S arg eant , 
do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenem ents in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of One 
hundred and seven pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than  any 
public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, th a t such lands 
oi tenements are situated in the municipal districts of W arragul and W oorayl, and are known as 
to the said municipal district of W arragul as part of allotm ent one hundred and two, parish of 
D iouin E ast, county of Buln Buln, containing seventy-five acres thirty-one perches ; and as to the 
said municipal district of W oorayl, allotm ents thirty-four, thirty-five, and th irty -six , on plan of sub
division No. 1374, and being part of Crown allotm ent th irty -eigh t, parish of M irboo, county of 
Buln Buln. J

^ fu rther declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the m unicipal 
d istrict of V an ag u l are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One hundred 
and one pounds; and that such of the said lands or tenem ents as are situate in the m unicipal district 
of W ooiay 1 aie la ted  in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Six pounds.

A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenem ents, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a M ember of the Legislative Council.

“ C H A R L E S  S A R G E A N T .”



“ compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria* No. 1075, I, F rederick  
T homas Sargood, do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an 
estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of V ictoria of the 
yearly value of One thousand two hundred and fifty pounds above all charges and incumbrances 
affecting the same, other than any public or parliamentary tax  or municipal or other rate or assess
ment ; and further, th a t such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Caulfield, 
and are known as 6 Rippon Lea ’—

“ Forty-six  acres of land, w ith dwelling-house thereon.
“ And I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the muni

cipal district of Caulfield are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One 
thousand two hundred and fifty pounds.

“ And I further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to 'o r become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ F . T . SA R G O O D .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, J ames Service, 
do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of V ictoria of the yearly value of One 
hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any public or 
parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessment ; and further, th a t such lands or tene
ments are situated in the municipal district of Caulfield, and are known as ‘ K ilw inning,’ being the 
house and lands occupied as a residence for myself in Balaclava-road, corner of Hotham -street.

 ̂ “  And I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Caulfield are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of F ive 
hundred pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ JA M E S  S E R V IC E .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I , G eorge S imm ie , 
of Cornelia Creek, do declare and testify tha t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an 
estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of 
the yearly value of One hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, 
other than any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, 
tha t such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Echuca Shire, and are known 
as 6 Cornelia Creek.’

.  ̂ “ A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Echuca Shire are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
One thousand pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ G. S IM M IE .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I , J oseph  
S ternberg , do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to 
an estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of 
Victoria of the yearly value of over One hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances 
affecting the same, other than any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assess
ment ; and further, th a t such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal districts of the shires 
of Deakin and Echuca and of the  city of Melbourne, and are known as— firstly, Crown allotments 
91, 92, 93, and 133, parish of Kyabram, county of Rodney, in the municipal district of the shire of 
Deakin ; secondly, Crown allotments 4 and 5, section I a , township and parish of Rochester, county 
of Bendigo, in the municipal district of the shire of Echuca ; thirdly, allotment 64, parish of 
Rochester W est, county of Bendigo, in the municipal district of the shire of E chuca; fourthly, part 
of Crown allotm ent 12, section 14, Melbourne E ast, parish of N orth Melbourne, county of Bourke, 
particularly described in the certificate of title  entered in the Register Book, vol. 1820, fol. 363905, 
and which land is situated in the municipal district of the city of Melbourne.

“ A nd I  further declare tha t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of the shire of Deakin, and are firstly above described, are rated in the rate-book 
of such district upon a yearly value of Fifty-five pounds; and that such of the said lands or 
tenements as are situate in the municipal district of the shire of Echuca, and are secondly above 
described, are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Forty  pounds ; and that 
such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal district of the shire of Echuca, 
and are thirdly above described, are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
Ten pounds ; and th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal district of 
the city of Melbourne, and are fourthly above described, are rated in the rate-book of such district 
upon a yearly value of E ighty-tw o pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ JO S E P H  S T E R N B E R G .”



“ In  compliance w ith  the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075 ,1, N a t h a n  T h o r n l e y ,  
do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of 
One thousand four hundred and forty-eight pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the 
same, other than any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and 
further, th a t such lands or tenem ents are situated in the municipal district of M inhamite, and are 
known as ‘ K angatong,’ about 8,000 acres.

“  And I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
d istrict of M inhamite are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One thousand 
four hundred and forty .eight pounds.

66 A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ N . T H O R N L E Y .”

“ In  compliance w ith  the provisions of the A ct 54 V ictoria, No. 1075, I , J ohn A lston 
W allace , do declare and testify  th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate 
of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of V ictoria of the yearly 
value of Tw o hundred and eighty pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, 
other than  any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, 
tha t such lands or tenem ents are situated in the m unicipal districts of Towong and P o rt Melbourne, 
and are known as—

“ No. 1. Lands and tenements situate near B ethanga, parish of Berringa, electoral 
district of Benambra, shire of Towong, area six hundred and thirty-nine acres.

“ No. 2. Lands and tenem ents— the B ay View H otel, situate B each-street, P o rt M el
bourne.

“ A nd I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenem ents as are situate in the 
municipal district of Towong are rated in the rate-boolc of such district upon a yearly value of 
One hundred pounds, and th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of P o rt Melbourne are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One 
hundred and eighty pounds.

“  A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenem ents, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a M ember of the Legislative Council.

“ JO H N  A. W A L L A C E .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 V ictoria No. 1075, I, S am uel 
W illiam son , of A llan Vale, G reat W estern, county of Borung, do declare and testify th a t I  am 
legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands 
or tenements in the colony of V ictoria of the yearly value of One hundred pounds above all charges 
and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any public or parliam entary tax  or m unicipal or 
other rate or assessment ; and further, th a t such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal 
district of Stawell, and are known as A llanvale E state , and consisting of 6,009 acres or there
abouts, in the parishes of Concongella and B ulgana, counties of Borung and Ripon, in the colony 
of Victoria.

“  And I  fu rther declare th a t such of the said lands or tenem ents as are situate in the 
municipal district of Staw ell are ra ted  in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly  value of 
Seven hundred pounds.

“ And I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenem ents, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“  SA M L. W IL L IA M S O N .”

“ In  compliance w ith  the provisions of the  A ct 54 V ictoria, No. 1075, I, W illiam  I rving  
W in t e r -I rving , do declare and testify  th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an 
estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenem ents in the colony of V ictoria of the 
yearly value of Five thousand pounds and upw ards above all charges and incumbrances affecting 
the same, other than  any public or parliam entary tax  or m unicipal or other ra te  or assessm ent ; and 
further, th a t such lands or tenem ents are situated in the municipal districts as hereunder named, and 
are known as—

“ Noorilim, in the shire of W aranga.
“ Carpendeit, ,, Ham pden.
“ Tirrengow er, „ Colac.
“ Allotm ents, „ Tambo.
“ Stanhope, „  Echuca and W aranga.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lauds or tenem ents as are situate in the 
municipal district of W aranga are rated in the rate-boolc of such district upon a yearly value of Six 
thousand three hundred and eighty-one pounds ; and th a t such of the said lands or tenem ents as 
are situate in the municipal d istrict of H am pden are rated in the rate-boolc of such district upon a 
yearly value of Four hundred and ninety-three pounds ; and th a t such of the  said lands or tenements 
as are situate in the municipal d istrict of Colac are rated in the rate-boolc of such district upon a 
yearly value of Three hundred and six ty-three pounds nine shillings ; and th a t such of the said 
lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal district of Tambo are ra ted  in the rate-boolc of 
such district upon a yearly value of Six pounds ; and that such of the said lands or tenem ents as are 
situate in the  municipal district of Echuca and W aranga are rated in the rate-boolc of such district 
upon a yearly value of Three thousand one hundred and fifty-seven pounds.

“ And I  further declare tha t I have not collusively or colorably obtained a lillc to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenem ents, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a M ember of the  Legislative Council.

“ W M . I . W IN T E R -IR V IN G .”
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“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I , A gar W ynne, 
do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold’ 
for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of 
Two hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any public 
or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, that such lands or 
tenements are situated in the municipal districts of the shires of M ortlake and Hampden, and 
are known as 6 Terinallum .’

A nd X further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of M ortlake are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
Three thousand one hundied and forty-seven pounds, and tha t such of the said lands or tenements 
as are situate in the municipal district of Hampden are rated in the rate-book of such district upon 
a yearly value of Three thousand two hundred and tw enty-seven pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ A G A R  W Y N N E .”

7. T h e a t r e s  A c t  1890 A m endm ent B ill.— T he XIonorable H. Cuthbert moved, T hat he have leave 
to bring in a Bill to amend the Theatres A ct 1890.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat the XIonorable XI. C uthbert do prepare and bring in the Bill.
The Honorable XI. C uthbert then brought up a Bill intituled 11A  B ill to amend the ‘ Theatres A ct 1890,” 

and moved, T h a t it be now read a first time.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 

second time on Tuesday, 11th Ju n e  next.

8- P a pe r s .— The Honorable H . C uthbert presented, by command of H is Excellency the Adm inistrator o f  
the Government—
Australasian Statistics for the year 1893, w ith a R eport by the Government S ta tis t of Victoria.
P ost Office Savings B ank .— Statem ent of Accounts of the P ost Office Savings Bank in V ictoria 

for the year 1894.
Second Report of the Board appointed by H is Excellency the Governor in Council to inquire into 

the effect of the F iscal System of Victoria upon Industry  and Production; upon the Employment 
of the P eo p le ; upon the condition and extension of A gricultural, Mining, and other 
Producing In terests ; and upon E xports and Im ports.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table.

The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several A cts of Parliam ent, were laid upon the Table 
by the Clerk :—■

Bank Liabilities and A ssets.— Summary of Sworn Returns for the quarter ended 31st December,
1894.

F ire Brigades A ct 1890—
Report of the Country F ire  Brigades Board for the year ended 31st December, 1894, 

together w ith Statem ents of Receipts and Expenditure and A ssets and Liabilities for 
th a t period.

R eport of the M etropolitan F ire Brigades Board for the year ended 31st December, 1894.
Report upon the Affairs of the Post Office and Telegraph Departm ent for the year 1894.
P ost Office A ct 1890.— Charges for transmission of Telegrams w ithin Victoria.
Public Service A cts.— Alterations of Regulations.
W ater A ct 1890—

Bacchus M arsh Irrigation  and W ater Supply T ru s t—
Graduated R ate.— Regulation No. 2 (D raft Form).
G raduated Rate.'—Regulation No 2.

Benjeroop and M urrabit Irrigation  and W ater Supply T rust.— R ating Regulation. 
Campaspe Irrigation  and W ater Supply T rust.— R ating Regulation.
M arquis H ill Irrigation  and W ater Supply T rust.— R ating Regulation.
M yall Irrigation and W ater Supply T ru st.—R ating Regulation.
North Boort Irrigation and W ater Supply T rust.— R ating Regulation.
Rodney Irrigation  and W ater Supply T rust—

G raduated R ate.— Regulation No. 12 (D raft Form ).
Graduated R ate.— Regulation No. 12.
M aking an amount from Authorized Loan available.

Swan H ill Irrigation and W ater Supply T rust.— D istrict altered.
Tragowel P lains Irrigation and W ater Supply T ru st—

G raduated R ate .1—Regulation No. 12 (D raft Form).
Graduated R ate.— Regulation No. 12.

Twelve-M ile Irrigation and W ater Supply T rust.— R ating Regulation.
W andella Irrigation  and W ater Supply T rust.—R ating Regulation.
W estern W immera Irrigation  and W ater Supply T ru s t.—Regulations Nos. 16, 17, and 18. 
Y atchaw  Irrigation  and W ater Supply T rust—

R ating  Regulation.
A uthority  to execute certain works a t Buckley’s Swamp.
A uthority  to obtain w ater from the Spring Creek.

The Shire of Dimboola and the W estern Wimmera Irrigation and W ater Supply T rust.—  
Application of M unicipal Funds.



9. S peech of H is E xcellency the A dministrator of the G overnment.— T he P resident reported 
the Speech of H is Excellency the A dm inistrator of the Government.

T he Honorable C. Sargeant moved, T h a t a Committee he appointed to prepare an A ddress to H is
Excellency the Adm inistrator-of the Governm ent in reply to H is Excellency’s Opening Speech. 

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
T he Honorable C. Sargeant moved, T h a t the Committee consist of the H onorables J .  Balfour,

T . Brunton, S. W . Cooke, E . J .  Crooke, F . S. Grimwade, and the Mover.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
T he Committee retired to prepare the A ddress.
T he Honorable C. Sargeant presented the Address which had been adopted by the Committee, and

the same was read by the Clerk, and is as follows :—

To H is Excellency The Honorable S ir  J ohn M adden , Knight, the C hief Justice o f  the
Supreme Court o f  the Colony o f Victoria, and Administrator o f the Government o f the
said Colony, Sfc., fyc., §c.

M ay i t  please Y our E xcellency—
W e, the Legislative Council of V ictoria, in Parliam ent assembled, beg to express our loyalty  

to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to thank  Y our Excellency for the  gracious Speech w hich you 
have been pleased to address to Parliam ent.

T he H onorable C. Sargeant moved, T h a t the Council agree w ith the Committee in the said Address. 
D ebate ensued.
The Honorable J .  S ternberg moved, T h a t the debate be now adjourned. '
D ebate continued.
Question— T h a t the debate be now adjourned— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
Ordered— T hat the  debate be adjourned until to-morrow.

10. A djournment.— The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T hat the Council, at its rising, adjourn until 
to-morrow, a t half-past four o’clock.
Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.

A nd then  the Council, a t nine minutes past six o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 1.

THURSDAY, 30t h  MAY, 1895.
Question.

1. T he  Hon. N . T hornley  : To ask th e  Honorable the M inister of Justice  if, in view of the approaching 
w inter and the great damage resulting  to roads from the tires now used in carrying enormous loads, 
the Governm ent w ill a t once introduce into th is House the W idth  of T ires Bill.

N otices of M o tio n:—
1. T he  Hon. H . Cu t h be r t  : To move, T h a t Tuesday, W ednesday, and T hursday in each week be the

days on which the Council shall m eet for despatch of business during the present Session, and th a t 
H alf-past Four o’clock be the  hour of meeting on each day ; th a t on T uesday and Thursday in 
each week the transaction of Governm ent business shall take precedence of all other business ; and 
th a t on W ednesday in  each week P riva te  Members* business shall take precedence of Governm ent 
business.

2. T he Hon. H . Cu th ber t  : To move, T h a t the  H onorables the President, S. A ustin , J .  Balfour,
S. W. Cooke, J .  M. Davies, N . F itzG erald , Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood, J .  Service, N . Thornley, 
and A . W ynne be M embers of the Select Committee on the Standing Orders of the  House ; th ree 
to be the quorum.

3. T he Hon. H . Cu th bert  : T o move, T h a t the  H onorables the President, J .  B ell, G. Davis, D . E .
M cBryde, and W . P i t t  be M embers of the Jo in t Committee to manage and superintend the  
P arliam ent Buildings.

4. T he  Hon. H . Cu th ber t  : To move, T h a t the  H onorables the President, F . Brown, F . S. Grimwade,
C. J .  Ham, and D. M elville be M embers of the  Jo in t Committee to manage the L ibrary.

5. T he Hon. H . C u t h be r t  : T o move, T h a t the  H onorables D r. W . H . Em bling, E . M orey, A . 0 .
Sachse, J .  A . W allace, and W . I .  W in ter-Irv ing  be Members of the Jo in t Committee to manage the 
Refreshm ent Rooms.

6. T he H on. H . Cu th bert  : To move, T h a t the  Honorables the Presiden t, J .  H . A bbott, T . B runton,
J .  Buchanan, J .  H . Connor, G. S. Coppin, S. F raser, D. H am , C. Sargeant, and J. Sternberg be 
M embers of the  P rin ting  Committee ; three to be the  quorum.

Or d e r  of t h e  D ay :—
1. A ddress in  R eply  to S peech  of H is E xcellency  th e  A dm inistrato r  of th e  G overnm ent—  

Consideration of R eport of Committee— Resumption o f  debate.

TUESDAY, 1 1 t h  JUNE.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 . T h e a t r e s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 6 t h  MAY, 1895.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the  D ay. No. 1.

Notices of Motion and Orders of th e  Day. No. 1.
W ages A ttachm ent B ill— [43]. . . .
Second R eport of the  Board appointed by H is Excellency the Governor in Council to inquire into the  

Effect o f the F iscal System  of V ictoria upon Industry  and Production, &c. N o. 3.
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V I C T O R I A .

No. 2.

OF THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 30t h  MAY, 1895.

1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. D e c la r a t io n  of M em ber.— The Honorable S. Fraser delivered to the Clerk the Declaration required
by the thirty-seventh section of the A ct No. 1075, as hereunder set forth :—

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, S imon F raser , do 
declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for my 
own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value of Three 
hundred and fifty pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any 
public or parliamentary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, tha t such lands or 
tenements are situated in the municipal district of P rahran, and are known as ‘ .Norla,’ Irvinsr-road, 
Toorak. °

_ “ And I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Prahran are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Three 
hundred and fifty pounds, and th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the muni
cipal district of P rahran are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Three 
hundred and fifty pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ SIM O N  F R A S E R .”

5. M ines B il l .— T he Honorable J . H. A bbott moved, by leave, T hat he have leave to bring in a Bill to
amend the Mines Act 1890.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat the Honorable J .  H . A bbott do prepare and bring in the Bill.
The Honorable J .  H . A bbott then brought up a Bill intituled “A  B ill to amend the ‘Mines Act 1890,’ ”

and moved, T ha t it be now read a first time.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 

a second time on W ednesday, 12th June  next.

6. A ddress in  R eply  to Speec h  of H is E xcellency  the A dministrator of the G overnment.
— The Order of the Day for the resumption of the debate on the question, T hat the Council agree 
w ith the Committee in the Address in reply to the Speech of H is Excellency the Administrator
of the Government, having been read—

Debate resumed.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable C. Sargeant moved, T hat the Address be presented to H is Excellency the 

A dm inistrator of the Government by the President and such Members of the Council as may wish 
to accompany him.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.



7. D ays of B u sin e ss .— T he H onorable H . Cuthberfc moved, T h a t Tuesday, W ednesday, and Thursday in
each week be the days on w hich the Council shall m eet for despatch of business during the present 
Session, aud th a t H alf-past Four o’clock be the  hour of m eeting on each day ; th a t on Tuesday 
and T hursday  in each w eek the transaction of G overnm ent business shall take  precedence of all 
other business ; and th a t on W ednesday in  each week P riv a te  M em bers’ business shall take 
precedence of Governm ent business.

Question— put and.resolved in the affirmative.

8. S tanding- Orders  C om m ittee.— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th e  Honorables the
President, S. A ustin , J .  Balfour, S. W . Cooke, J .  M. D avies, N . F itzG erald , Lieut.-Col. S ir F . 
T . Sargood, J .  Service, N . Thornley, and A . W ynne be M embers of the  Select Com m ittee on
the S tanding Orders of the  House ; th ree  to be the quorum.

Question— put and resolved in  th e  affirmative.

9. P arliam ent  B uil d in g s  Co m m ittee .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  H onorables the
President, J .  Bell, G. D avis, D . E . M cBryde, and W . P i t t  be M em bers of the Jo in t Committee 
to m anage and superintend th e  Parliam ent Buildings.

Question— put and resolved in th e  affirmative.

10. L ib r a r y  Co m m ittee .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  H onorables the  P resident,
F . Brown, F . S. Grimwade, C. J .  H am , and D. M elville be M em bers of the  J o in t Committee 
to m anage the  L ibrary.

Q uestion— put and resolved in the  affirmative.

11. R efresh m ent  R ooms C om m ittee .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Honorables
D r. W . H . Em bling, E . M orey, A . 0 .  Sachse, J .  A . W allace, and W . I . W in te r-Irv in g  be M embers
of the Jo in t Com m ittee to m anage th e  R efreshm ent Rooms.

Q uestion— put and resolved in  the  affirmative.

12. P r in t in g  Co m m ittee .— T h e H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t the  H onorables the  P residen t, J .  H .
A bbott, T . B runton, J .  B uchanan, J .  H . Connor, G. S. Coppin, S. F raser, D . H am , C. Sargeant, 
and J .  S ternberg  be M embers of the  P rin tin g  Committee ; three to be the  quorum.

Q uestion— p u t and resolved in  the  affirmative.

IS. A d jo u r n m e n t .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t th e  Council, a t its  rising, adjourn 
un til Tuesday, 18th Ju n e  next.

Q uestion— put and resolved in  the  affirmative.

A nd then  the Council, a t tw enty-four m inutes past nine o’clock, adjourned until T uesday, 18th J u n e  nex t.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day,

No.  2.

TUESDAY, 18t h  JUNE, 1895.
Questions.

1. T he H on. D r . W . H . E m b l in g  : T o call the  a tten tion  of the  H onorable the  M inister of Defence to
the  case of M r. G. W . M ay, late a non-commissioned officer of the  V ictorian  F ie ld  A rtille ry  ; and to 
ask him  if he w ill lay before th is House copies of all papers and correspondence in connexion w ith 
th is gentlem an’s rem oval from the Force.

2. T he  Hon. J .  H . C onnor  : To ask the H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral if his atten tion  has been
called to the  correspondence betw een his H onor Ju d g e  M olesw orth and the  L aw  D epartm ent.

Government Business.
N otices of M o tio n :—

1. T h e  Hon. H . Cu t h b e r t  : T o  move, T h a t he have leave to bring in a B ill to regu late  the  W eights to
be carried on certain  V ehicles and for o ther purposes.

2. T he H on. H . C u t h b e r t  : To move, T h a t he have leave to bring in a B ill to amend the  Gaols A c t
1890 and for other purposes.

3. T h e  H on. H . C u t h be r t  : T o move, T h a t he have leave to bring in a B ill to constitute Irrigation
T ru s ts  w ith in  the  Irriga tion  Colony of M ildura and to invest such T rusts  w ith  certain powers and 
for o ther purposes.

4. T he Hon. W . M cC ulloch  : To move, T h a t he have leave to bring  in a B ill relating to certain
P ub lic  and B ank H olidays.

5. T h e  H on. D . Co utts : T o move, T h a t he have leave to  bring  in  a B ill to  provide for the  T ransfer of
certain  Pow ers and D uties from  the  G overnm ent S ta tist to the  A ctuary  for F riendly  Societies.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. T h e a t r e s  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l — Second reading.

General Business.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. M in e s  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l— Second reading.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 30t h  MAY, 1895.
N otices of M otion and Orders of th e  Day. No. 2.
M ines B ill— [4 ] .

N otices of M otion and Orders of th e  D ay. No. 2.
A ustralasian  S ta tistics for th e  year 1893, &c. No. 1.
B an k  L iabilities and A ssets.— Sum m ary of Sw orn R eturns. No. 4.
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V I C T O R I A .

No. 3.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 18t h  JUNE, 1895.

1. The Council met in accordance w ith  adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. T he President read the Prayer.

4. D eclaration  of M em ber .— T he Honorable D . E . M cBryde delivered to the Clerk the Declaration
required by the th irty-seventh section of the  A ct No. 1075, as hereunder set forth :—

“ In  compliance w ith  the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, D uncan 
E lph insto ne  M cB rtde , do declare and testify  th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled 
to an estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of 
Victoria of the yearly value of Four hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances 
affecting the same, other than  any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or 
assessm ent; and further, th a t such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of 
Brighton, and are known as 6 Kam esburgh,’ containing ten acres or thereabouts, being part of 
Dendy’s special survey a t B righton, and situate at the angle of N orth-road and Cochrane-street, 
and purchased by me for the sum of Twelve thousand tw o hundred pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of B righton are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
Four hundred pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenem ents, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ D. E . M cB R Y D E .”

5. T h e  late  Chairm an  of Committees.— T he President addressed the Council as follows :—
Since our las t meeting an influential Member of this Council has, after a short but severe 

il lness, passed aw ay to  his rest, and a seat in th is House is now vacant. The great reaper, death, 
ever seeking for victim s, has struck down our late Chairman of Committees, and his familiar voice 
w ill be no more heard in this assembly.

The Honorable F ran k  Stanley Dobson, Executive Councillor, Doctor of Laws, and Queen’s 
Counsel, was in December, 1870, elected a Member for the Southern Province, and retained his  ̂seat 
until the general election following the Reform A ct of 1881, when, the boundaries of all Provinces 
having been re-cast and new Provinces formed, he offered himself for the newly-created South- 
E astern  Province— part of his old electorate—was duly returned, and held th a t position until his 
death, a period (for the  two Provinces) of nearly 25 years. Dr. Dobson was, therefore, one of the 
oldest and most respected M embers of this Council.

The journals of Parliam ent show w hat an active and intelligent part Dr. Dobson took in 
debate and in the ordinary work of Committees. In  1881 he accepted the office of Solicitor-General 
in the O’Loghlen Adm inistration, and, w ith the late Sir Jam es MacBain, represented th a t Govern
ment in this House w ith credit to him self and advantage to his colleagues. In  1883, on the 
retirem ent of the Honorable C. J .  Jenner, the learned doctor was elected Chairman of Committees, 
a position he filled until his d e a th ; in short it  may be said he died in harness.

(500 copies.)



I  shall make but passing reference to our late friend’s varied attainm ents and industry— the 
records of this House testify  so favorably on his behalf— he needs no eulogy from me.

Dr. Dobson was a native of Tasm ania, but many years since he made his home in V ictoria. 
Tw o of his brothers have held distinguished positions in various Governments of the sister colony, 
and his elder brother is now Chief Ju stice  of Tasm ania.

F or some time past Dr. Dobson felt acutely the inroads w hich the worry of an active life had 
made upon a never very robust constitution, hence as the year waned he welcomed the relaxation 
afforded by the midsummer recess, when, throw ing off the responsibilities of office, he sought the 
repose to be found in the seclusion of his native land, and there recuperated his strength for the ton 
and struggle of the coming year.

I  feel sure th a t honorable M embers will join w ith me in tendering to his bereaved widow and 
his only son the condolences which, in some small degree, w ill m itigate the sorrow now em bittering 
the ir lives. T he vacant chair in the widow’s home, the absence of a once familiar presence, the loss 
of her help-m eet, guide, and counsellor plaintively attest her sorrow. W e hope and believe she will 
be sustained by the strong arm of the  A lm ighty  in this time of her adversity, th a t friends may be 
raised up to her, and in the prostration of her great grief she may realize th a t Providence orders all 
th ings w e ll ; for, although her husband has been taken away, his good name and reputation will 
endure w ith a lustre th a t time w ill not efface nor future years becloud.

T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is House desires to place on record its deep sense of the 
loss w hich it has sustained through the death of its late Chairm an of Committees, the H onorable 
F ran k  Stanley Dobson, L L .D ., Q.C.

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  P residen t be requested to forward a copy of the fore

going resolution to the widow of the late Dr. Dobson.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

6. A d j o u r n m e n t .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the House do now adjourn.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

A nd then the Council, a t fifty-six m inutes past four o’clock, adjourned u n til to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 3.

WEDNESDAY, 19t h  JUNE, 1895.
•Questions.

1. T he H on. D r .  W . H . E m blin g - : T o call the  atten tion  of the  H onorable the  M inister of Defence to
the case o f M r. G. W . M ay, la te  a  non-commissioned officer of the V ictorian  F ie ld  A rtille ry  ; and to  
ask him if he w ill lay before th is  House copies of all papers and correspondence in connexion w ith  
th is gentlem an’s rem oval from the  Force.

2. T he  H on. J .  H . C onnor  : To ask the H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral if his a ttention  has been
called to th e  correspondence betw een his H onor Ju d g e  M olesw orth and the L aw  D epartm ent.

General Business.
O r d e r  of t h e  D a y  :—

1. M in e s  A c t  1890 A m en d m en t B il l — Second reading.

Government Business.
N otices of  M o tio n :—

1. T he Hon. H . Cu t h b e r t  : T o move, T h a t he have leave to bring in  a B ill to regulate  the  W eights to
be carried on certain  V ehicles and for o ther purposes.

2. T he Hon. H . Cu t h b e r t  : T o move, T h a t he have leave to bring  in a B ill to  amend the  Gaols A c t
1890 and for other purposes.

3. T he H on. H . C u t h be r t  : T o move, T h a t he have leave to bring  in a B ill to constitute Irriga tion
T ru s ts  w ith in  the  Irriga tion  Colony of M ildura and to invest such T rusts  w ith  certain powers and 
for o ther purposes.

4. The Hon. W . M cC u l l o c h  : To move, T h a t he have leave to bring  in a B ill relating  to certain
Public  and B ank H olidays.

5. T he  H on. D. Coutts : T o move, T h a t he have leave to  bring in a B ill to provide for the  T ransfer of
certain Pow ers and D uties from  the G overnm ent S ta tist to the  A ctuary  for F riendly  Societies.

O r d e r  of t h e  D a y  :—
1. T h e a t r e s  A c t  1890 A m en d m en t B il l — Second reading.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 13t h  JUNE, 1895.
Notices of M otion and O rders of the  D ay. No. 3.

V otes and Proceedings of th e  L egislative A ssem bly. Nos. 6, 7, and 8.
N otices of M otion and Orders of th e  Day. No. 9.
D ivisions in Com m ittee of th e  W hole. No. 2.
Y arra  R iver W ater-pow er E lec tric  B ill— [31].
Customs and E xcise  D uties.— A m endm ents to be proposed in Committee. (To M embers only.)





V I C T O R I A .

No. 4.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 19t h  JUNE, 1895.

1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. T he President took the Chair.

3. T he President read the P rayer.

4. D ec la r a tio n s o f M e m b e r s .—-T h e  Honorables G. Davis and W. H . S. Osmand severally delivered to
the Clerk the Declaration required by the th irty-seventh section of the A ct No. 1075, as hereunder 
set forth

“ Tn compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, G eo rg e  D a v is , 
do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of V ictoria of the yearly value of One 
hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any public or 
parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, th a t such lands or tene
ments are situated in the municipal district of Maffra, and are known as 1 R iversdale/ in the parish 
of Tinamba, in the municipality of Maffra.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of Maffra are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Three hundred 
and eighty pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ GEO. D A V IS .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I , W ill ia m  H en ry  
S e v il l e  O sm a n d , do declare and testify  tha t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an 
estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the 
yearly value of Four hundred and fifty pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the 
same, other than any public or parliamentary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessment ; and 
further, th a t such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of the shire of Stawell, and 
are known as the Concongella E sta te  in the parishes of Stawell and Concongella, and The
Sycamores,’ in the parishes of Stawell and W atta Wella.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal
district of Stawell Shire are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Four
hundred and fifty pounds.

“ And I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

8 “ W H. S. O SM A N D .”



5. P r e s e n t a t io n  of  A d d r e s s  to  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  A d m in is t r a t o r  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t .—
T he President reported th a t he had, on W ednesday, 5 th Ju n e  instan t, w aited upon H is Excellency 
the A dm inistrator of the Governm ent and had presented to him  the A ddress of the Legislative 
Council, agreed to on the 30th M ay ultimo, and th a t H is E xcellency had been pleased to make the 
following reply :—

M r . P r e s id e n t  a n d  H o n o r a b l e  G e n t l e m e n  of t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  C o u n c il —

In  the name and on behalf of O ur M ost Gracious Sovereign I  beg to thank  you for the 
expression of loyalty  contained in the A ddress w hich you have ju s t presented to me, and I  earnestly 
hope th a t your deliberations upon the  measures w hich m ay be brought under your consideration 
will tend to promote the perm anent interests and w elfare of the community.

J O H N  M A D D E N .
G overnm ent Offices,

M elbourne, 5 th  Ju n e , 1895.

6. T h e  C o m m itt ee  o f E l e c t io n s  a n d  Q u a l if ic a t io n s .-—T h e P residen t laid upon the T able  the
following W arran t appointing the Committee of Elections and Qualifications :—

V ic t o r ia .

P ursuan t to the provisions of The Constitution A ct Amendment A c t 1890, I  do hereby appoint—
T h e  Honorable Jo sep h  H enry  A bbott,
T he Honorable E dw ard Jo lley  Crooke,
T he  H onorable H enry  Cutlibert,
T he H onorable Simon Fraser,
T he H onorable E dw ard M iller,
T he H onorable Donald M elville, and 
T he H onorable Lieut.-Col. S ir F rederick  Thom as Sargood 

to be M embers of a Com m ittee to be called “ T he Com m ittee of E lections and Qualifications.”
G iven under my hand th is nineteenth day of Ju n e , One thousand eight hundred and 

ninety-five.
W . A . Z E A L ,

P residen t of the  Legislative Council.
7. M e s sa g e  fr o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A sse m b l y .— T he P residen t announced the  receipt of the following

M essage from the Legislative A ssem b ly :—
M r . P r e s id e n t —

T he Legislative A ssem bly transm it to th e  L egislative Council a B ill intitu led  “ A n  Act to 
amend the ‘ Juries Act 1890,’ ”  w ith w hich they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assem bly, Speaker. • ;

Melbourne, 18th Ju n e , 1895.

8. J u r ie s  A ct 1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill transm itted
by the foregoing M essage, in titu led  “ A n  A ct to amend the ‘ Juries A ct 1890,’ ” be now read a first 
time.

Question— put and resolved in the  affirm ative.— B ill read a first tim e, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday n ex t.

9. M e s sa g e  fr o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T he P residen t announced th e  receipt of the following
M essage from th e  Legislative A ssem bly:—

M r . P r e s id e n t —
T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the L egislative Council a B ill in tituled “ A n  A ct to 

further amend the ‘ Supreme Court Act 1890 ’ and fo r  other purposes,53 w ith  w hich they  desire the 
concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 18th Ju n e , 1895.
10. S u p r e m e  C o urt  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved,

T h a t the Bill transm itted by the foregoing M essage, in titu led  “ A n  A ct to further amend the 1 Supreme 
Court A ct 1890 ’ and fo r  other purposes f  be now read a first time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday next.

11. P a p e r s .— T he following Papers, pursuant to the  directions of several A cts of P arliam ent, were laid
upon the T able by the Clerk

B ank Liabilities and A ssets.— Summary of Sworn R eturns for the quarter ended 31st M arch,
1895.

Customs A ct 1890—
A dditional D raw back R egulation (A m erican Shelving).
D raw back Regulations Amended (T w ine— Reaper and B inder).

Customs and E xcise  Duties A c t 1890—
M inor A rticles used in M anufacture—

B lack  R ivets.
Coat H angers of Metal.
A pparel and Slops.
W elts and Facings.

D uty  on P ersian  Leather.
Surgical Instrum ents and A ppliances.
D uty  on Carriages known as “ V ictorias.”
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Defences and Discipline A ct 1890—
A lteration of Regulations for Rifle Clubs.

Victorian M ilitary Forces—
A lteration of Regulations.
A lterations of Dress Regulations.

V ictorian M ilitary and N aval Forces.— A lterations of and Additions to Financial and 
Store Regulations.

Victorian N aval Forces.—A lterations of and A dditional Regulations.
Explosives A ct 1890. A ddition to list of Explosives authorized for Im portation into and 

M anufacture in Victoria.
F ire  Brigades A cts.— Regulations made by Governor in Council.
Fisheries A ct 1890—

Fishing in Lady Bay.
Fishing in Lake Tyers.
F ishing prohibited in portion of the Goulburn River.

Sixteenth A nnual Report of the Proceedings of the Governm ent S tatist in connexion w ith  
Friendly Societies.— Report for the year 1893, to which are appended V aluations of 
Friendly Societies, S tatistics of Friendly Societies, &c.

H ospitals for the Insane.— Report of the Inspector of Lunatic Asylums for the year ended 31st 
December, 1894.

Income T ax  A ct 1895.— Regulations.
Land A ct 1890, P a r t I .— A lterations of Regulations—

Chapters V II . and IX ., &c.
Chapter X I.
Chapters X I . and X I I I . ,  &c.
Condition prohibiting Stripping of B ark  from any standing live tree.

Marine A ct 1890—
Additional General Rule for the P orts  in Victoria.— P o rt of Gippsland Lakes.
Additions to and A lterations of General Rules for the P orts in V ictoria—

Oiling of J e t ty  Cranes, &c.
W ork on Sundays, &c.

Additional Regulation for the M anagement and Government of P ilots.
Amended Lim its and Scales of Pilotage Rates.— Rates of Pilotage.
Amended Lim its and Scales of P ilotage R ates for the P o rt of Gippsland Lakes. 
Regulations relating to the M arking of Load-lines on Ships.
Fees for Certificates in connexion w ith  the M arking of Load-lines on Ships.

M arine Board of Victoria.— Statem ent of P ilotage Receipts and Disbursements for the year 
ended 31st December, 1894 ; together w ith the A udit Commissioners’ Certificate thereon. 

Melbourne H arbor T rust.— T he Accounts of the Melbourne Harbor T rust for the year ended 
31st December, 1894.

N eglected Children’s A ct 1890.— A lteration of Regulations.
T he Parliam entary Standing Committee on R ailw ays.— T hird  General Report.
P o st Office A ct 1890—

Telephone R ates—Bendigo and W arrnambool.
Reduction in R ate of In terest on Deposits in P ost Office Savings Bank.

Public Service A cts.—A lteration of Regulations.
W ater A ct 1890—

Bacchus M arsh Irrigation  and W ater Supply T rust.—Election.
T he Shire of W immera and the W estern Wimmera Irrigation and W ater Supply T rust.—< 

A pplication of M unicipal Funds.
W attles A ct 1890.— Issue of Lease under section 3.

12. P ostponement of Or d e r  of th e  D ay .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Order
of the D ay be postponed until W ednesday, 3rd Ju ly  n e x t :—

Mines B ill— Second reading.

13. A djournm ent .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T hat the Council, at its rising, adjourn
until Tuesday next.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at fifty-two minutes past five o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 4.

TUESDAY, 25t h  JUNE, 1895.
Questions.

1. T he H on. D r . W . H . E mbling  : To call the atten tion  of the H onorable the  M inister of Defence to
the case of M r. G. W . M ay, late a ‘non-commissioned officer of the V ictorian  F ield  A rtillery  ; and to 
ask him if he w ill lay before th is House copies of all papers and correspondence in connexion w ith 
th is gentlem an’s rem oval from the Force.

2. T he H on. J .  S t er n b er g  : T o ask  the H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral w hat action the Governm ent
propose tak ing  in  reference to the  proper supervision of dairies and dairy herds.

Government Business.
N otices o f M o tio n:—

1. T h e  Hon. H . Cu t h be r t  : T o move, T h a t he have leave to bring in a B ill to regulate the W eights to
be carried on certain  V ehicles and for other purposes.

2. T he H on. H . Cu t h b e r t  : To move, T h a t he have leave to  bring  in a B ill to amend the  Gaols A c t
1890 and for other purposes.

3. The Hon. W . M cC ulloch : To move, T h a t he have leave to bring  in a B ill relating to certain
Public  and B ank H olidays.

4. T he H on. D. Coutts : T o move, T h a t he have leave to bring  in  a B ill to  provide for the  Transfer of
certain  Pow ers and D uties from the G overnm ent S ta tis t to the A ctuary  for F riendly Societies.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—  '
1. T h e a t r e s  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l — Second reading.
2. J u r ie s  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l— Second reading.
3. S u pr em e  C ourt  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B ill— Second reading.

General Business.
N o t i c e s  o f  M o tio n  :—

1. T h e  H on. J .  M. D a v ie s  : T o move, T h a t he have leave to bring in  a B ill to amend the Married
Women’s Property A c t 1890.

2. T h e  H on. C. S a r g e a n t  : T o move, T h a t, in  th e  opinion of th is H ouse, proposals should be made by
th e  V ictorian  G overnm ent to the P rem iers of th e  other A ustra lian  Colonies inviting  them to appoint 
delegates to  a Convention, w ith  full pow ers to arrange and assim ilate th e  various Customs Tariffs of 
th e  colonies.

3. T h e  Hon. J .  M. D a v ie s  : T o  move, T h a t he have leave to bring  in  a B ill to  amend the  law  relating
to  th e  avoidance of vo luntary  conveyances.

WEDNESDAY, 3r d  JULY.
General Business.

Or d e r  of t h e  D ay  :—
1. M in e s  B i l l — S eco n d  read ing.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerh o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Tuesday, 25 th June.

R e f r e s h m e n t  R ooms ( J o in t ) — at three o’c lock .
P a r l ia m e n t  B u il d in g s  ( J o in t ) — a t h a lf-p a st three o ’c lock .

(160 copies.)



PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 19t h  JUNE, 1895.
N otices of M otion and Orders of the Day. No. 4.
Suprem e Court B ill— [8 ]. (To M embers of Council only.)
Ju rie s  B ill— [2 9 ]. (To Members of Council only.)

N otices of M otion and Orders of the  Day. No. 10.

/
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V I C T O R I A

No. 5.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 25t h  JUNE, 1895.
1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2., The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. D e c la r a t io n  o f  M em ber.—T h e Honorable T. D. Wanliss delivered to the Clerk the Declaration
required by the thirty-seventh section of the A ct No. 1075, as hereunder set forth :—

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I , T homas D rummond 
W anliss, do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than 
any public or parliamentary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, that such lands 
or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Ballaarat, and are known as Crown allotment 
four of section nineteen, city and parish of Ballarat, county of G-renville, particularly described in 
the certificate of title entered in the Register Book vol. 1048, fob 209600.

“ A nd I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements are situate in1 the municipal 
district of B allaarat are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One hundred 
and ninety-nine pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to 
be returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ T. D. W A N L IS S .”
5. R eturn  to W r it .— The President announced that there had been returned to him the W rit he had

issued for the election of a Member to serve for the South-Eastern Province, in the place of the 
Honorable Frank Stanley Dobson, deceased; and by the endorsement on such W rit it appeared th a t 
Jam es Callender Campbell had been elected in pursuance thereof.

6. S w earing-in  of M ember .— The Honorable James Callender Campbell, being introduced, took and
subscribed the oath required by law, and delivered to the Clerk the Declaration required by the 
thirty-seventh section of the A ct No. 1075, as hereunder set fo rth :—

“ In compliance w ith the provisions of the Act 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, J ames Callender  
Cam pbell , do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of Two hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other 
than any public or parliamentary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessment; and further, that 
such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Brighton, and are known as M yrtle 
Grove, situate in New-street and North-road, town of Brighton, containing seven and one-half acres 
or thereabouts, on which is erected a two-storied brick house, containing sixteen rooms ; also an 
allotment of land situate at Elwood-street, Brighton.

“ And I  further declare that such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Brighton are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One 
hundred and ninety-five pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ JA M E S  C A LLEN D ER  C A M PB ELL.”



7. P a p e r s .— The Honorable H . C uthbert presented, by command of H is Excellency the A dm inistrator of
the Governm ent—

Penal E stablishm ents and G aols.— R eport of the Inspector-G eneral for the year 1894.
S tatistical R egister of the Colony of V ictoria for the  year 1894.— P a r t I .— B lue Book.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table.

T he following Papers, pursuant to the  directions of several A cts of Parliam ent, were laid upon the 
Table by the C lerk :—

L and A ct 1890.— P a r t I .— A lteration  of Regulations. C hapter X .— Sw am p Lands.
Settlem ent on Lands A ct 1893.— A lteration of Regulations. Schedule “ B.

8. W id t h  of T ir e s  B il l .— The H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t he have leave to bring in a B ill to
regulate the W eights to be carried on certain Vehicles and for other purposes.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
O rdered— T h at the Honorable IT. C uthbert do prepare and bring in the B ill. a
T he H onorable IT. C uthbert then brought up a Bill in titu led  “ A  B ill to regulate the W eights to be 

carried on certain Vehicles and fo r  other p u r p o s e s and moved, T h a t it  be now read a first time. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.-—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 

second time on Tuesday next.

9. G aols B il l .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t he have leave to bring in a B ill to amend the
Gaols A ct 1890 and for o ther purposes.

Question— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h a t the Honorable IT. C uthbert do prepare and bring in the  Bill.
The Honorable IT. C uthbert then brought up a B ill in titu led  “ A  B ill to amend the (Gaols Act 1890 and 

fo r  other purposes,” and moved, T h a t i1> be now read a first time.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 

a second time on Tuesday next.

10. P ublic  a n d  B ank  H olidays B il l .— T he Honorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t he have leave to
bring in a B ill re la ting  to certain Pub lic  and B ank H olidays.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at the  H onorable W . M cCulloch do prepare and bring in the  B ill.
T he  Honorable W . M cCulloch then  brought up a B ill in titu led  “ A  B ill relating to certain Public and

B ank H olidays,” and moved, T h a t it be now read a first tim e.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first tim e, ordered to be printed, and read

a. second time on T uesday nex t.

11. F rie n d l y  S ocieties  A ctuary’s B il l .— T he Honorable S. W illiam son, for the  H onorable D . C outts,
moved, T h a t he have leave to bring in a B ill to provide for the T ransfer of certain  Pow ers and 
D uties from the Governm ent S ta tis t to the A ctuary  for F riend ly  Societies.

Question— put and resolved in  the affirmative.
Ordered— T h a t the H onorable D. Coutts do prepare and bring in the Bill.
T he Honorable S. W illiamson, for the Honorable D. C outts, then brought up a B ill in titu led  “ A  B ill 

to provide fo r  the Transfer o f certain Powers and Duties from  the Government S ta tist to the Actuary fo r  
Friendly Societies,” and moved, T hat it be now read a first time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first tim e, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday nex t.

12. S ale  of G oods B il l .— T he H onorable IT. C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t he have leave to bring
in a B ill for codifying the L aw  relating to the Sale of Goods.

Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.
O rdered— T h at the  Honorable II. C uthbert do prepare and bring in the Bill.
T he Honorable IT. Cuthbert then brought up a B ill in titu led  “ A  B ill fo r  codifying the Law  relating 

to the Sale o f Goods,” and moved, T h a t it be now read a first time.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first tim e, ordered to be printed, and read a

second time on T uesday next.

13. T rusts B il l .— T he Honorable IT. C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t he have leave to bring in a B ill to
amend the Law relating to T rusts  and Trustees.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at the H onorable IT. C uthbert do prepare and bring in the B ill.
T he Honorable H. C uthbert then brought up a B ill intitu led  “ A  B ill to amend the L aw  relating to

Trusts and Trustees,” and moved, T h a t it  be now read a first time.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first- time, ordered to be printed, and read 

a second time on Tuesday next.

14. Ch airm an  of Co m m ittees.— T he Honorable IT. C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the H onorable
Frederick Brown be Chairman of Committees of the Council.

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
W hereupon the Honorable Frederick Brown was congratulated by the H onorable the P resident on his 

securing the confidence of honorable M embers, and then the Honorable Frederick Brow n returned 
his thanks for his election to the office of Chairman of Committees.



15. T h ea tr es  A ct 1890 A mendment B il l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill
having been read—the Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat this B ill be now read a second time. 

Debate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
T he Honorable H. C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the Council 

resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair; and the Honorable F . Brown reported tha t the Committee had made 

progress in the Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Committee may have leave to sit 
again.

Resolved— T hat the Council will, on Tuesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

16. J uries A ct 1890 A mendment B il l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this B ill
having been read—the H onorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now read a second time. 

Debate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative,
And, on the further motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the C hair; and the Honorable F . Brown having reported th a t the Committee 

had gone through the B ill and agreed to the same w ithout amendment, the Council ordered the 
R eport to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

A rid, on the further motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, the B ill was read a th ird  time and 
passed.

T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat the words “  and for other purposes ”  be added to the title. 
Question— T h at the words proposed to be added be so added— put and resolved in the affirmative.
T he Honorable H. C uthbert moved, T h a t the following be the amended title  of the B i l l :

“ A n  Act to amend the ‘ Juries Act 1890’ and fo r  other purposes .”
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assem bly w ith  a M essage acquainting them 

th a t the Legislative Council have agreed to the same w ith an amendment, and requesting their 
concurrence therein.

17. S uprem e Court A ct 1890 fu r th e r  A mendment B il l .— The Order of the Day for the second
reading of th is B ill having been read— the H onorable H . Cuthbert moved, That this Bill be now 
read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
T he Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the C hair; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee had 

gone through the Bill and agreed to the same w ith  an amendment.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Report from the Committee of the whole be 

taken into consideration this day.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the R eport from the Committee of 

the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and passed. 
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the following be the title  of the B i l l :

“ A n  Act to further amend the ‘ Supreme Court Act 1890’ and fo r  other purposes.
Question—put and resolved in  the affirmative. . ,
Ordered— T h at the B ill be returned to the Legislative Assembly w ith  a Message acquainting them 

th a t the Legislative Council have agreed to the same w ith an amendment, and requesting their 
concurrence therein.

18. M arr ied  W omen’s P ro perty  B il l .— T he Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, T h a t he have leave to
bring in a Bill to amend the M arried Women’s Property Act 1890.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at the Honorable J .  M. Davies do prepare and bring in the Bill.
T he Honorable J .  M. Davies then brought up a Bill intituled “A  B ill to amend the 6 Married Women s 

Property Act 1890,’ ” and moved, T h at it be now read a first time.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, oidered to be prm te ,an  rea a 

second time on Tuesday next.

19. U niform  Customs T a r if f s .— The Honorable C. Sargeant moved, T hat, in the opinion of this House,
proposals should be made by the V ictorian Government to the  Prem iers of the other A ustralian 
Colonies inviting them to appoint delegates to a Convention, w ith full powers to arrange an 
assimilate the various Customs Tariffs of the colonies.

The Honorable D. Melville moved, T hat the debate be now adjourned.
Question— T h at the debate be now adjourned— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—T h at the debate be adjourned till Tuesday next.



20. V oluntary  C onveyances B il l .— T he Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, T h a t he have leave to bring
in a B ill to amend the L aw  relating to the Avoidance of V oluntary Conveyances.

Question—put and resolved in the  affirmative.
Ordered— T h a t the Honorable J .  M. Davies do prepare and bring in the Bill.
T he Honorable J .  M. Davies then  brought up a B ill in titu led  “ A  B ill to amend the Law relating to the 

Avoidance o f Voluntary Conveyances,” and moved, T h a t it  be now read a first time.
Question— put and resolved in  the  affirm ative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to  be printed, and read a 

second time on Tuesday next.

21. A djo urnm ent .— T he Honorable W . M cCulloch moved, by leave, T h a t the  Council, a t its  rising,.
adjourn un til Tuesday next.

Question-—pu t and resolved in the affirmative.

A nd then the Council, a t forty-three m inutes past nine o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 5.

TUESDAY, 2 n d  JULY, 1895.

Questions.
1. T he Hon. F . 8. G r im w a d e  : To ask the Honorable the  Solicitor-General w hether the Commissioner

of Customs has brought under his notice the fact tha t tw o well-known Melbourne gentlemen, who, 
according to a paragraph in the Argus of 19th M arch, were found shooting quail before the quail 
season opened, have been proceeded against, and, if not, does the Honorable the Solicitor-General 
propose taking any further steps in the  m atter.

2. The Hon. D r . W . H. E m bl in g  : To call the attention of the Honorable the M inister of Defence to
the case of Mr. G. W. May, late a non-commissioned officer of the V ictorian Field A rtillery  ; and to 
ask him if he will lay before th is House copies of all papers and correspondence in connexion with 
this gentlem an’s removal from the Force.

Government Business.
Orders o f  t h e  D ay :—

1. W id t h  of T ir e s  B il l — Second reading.
2. G a o ls  B il l— Second reading.
3. P ublic  and  B ank  H olidays B ill— S econd reading.
4. F riendly  S ocieties A ctuary’s B ill— S econd reading.
5. S a l e  of G oods B il l— Second reading.
6. T rusts B ill— Second reading.
7. T h e a t r e s  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

General Business.
N otice of M otion :—

1. T he Hon. J .  S t er nberg  : To move, T h a t he have leave to bring in a Bill for the proper super
vision of Dairies and D airy H erds and for other purposes.

O r d e r s  of t h e  D a y  :—

1. M a r r ied  W omen’s P roperty  B il l— S econd reading.
2. U niform  Customs T a r if f s .—Resumption o f debate on the question— T hat, in the opinion of this House,

proposals should be made by the V ictorian Governm ent to the Prem iers of the other A ustralian 
Colonies inviting them to appoint delegates to a Convention, w ith full powers to arrange and 
assimilate the various Customs Tariffs of the colonies.

3. V oluntary  Conveyances B il l .— S econd reading.

WEDNESDAY, 3 r d  JULY.
General Business.

N otice  o f M o t io n  :—
1. T he H on. N . L e v i  : To move, T h a t he have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Licensing Act 1890.

O r d e r  of t h e  D ay  :—
1. M in e s  B il l — Second reading.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.



PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 20t h  JUNE, 1895.
N otices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 5.
F riendly  Societies A ctuary 's B ill— [3 ].
Gaols Bill— [16].
Pub lic  and B ank H olidays B ill— [17].
Sale of Goods B ill— [56].
T rusts  Am endm ent B ill— [5 7 ].

V otes and Proceedings of the  L egislative A ssem bly. N os. 9, 10, and 11.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the  Day. No. 12.
Customs and E xcise  D uties.— A m endm ents to be proposed in Committee. (T o  M embers only.)
Customs and E xcise  D uties A c t 1890—

M inor A rtic les used in  M anufacture—
B lack R ivets. N o. 15.
Coat H angers of M etal. No. 16.
A pparel and Slops— B uckles, Clasps, B u ttons, and F asteners. N o. 17.
W elts and Facings. No. 18.

D uty  on P ersian  L eather. No. 19.
Surgical Instrum ents and A ppliances. No. 20.
D u ty  on C arriages know n as “ V icto rias.”  N o. 21.

Customs A ct 1890—
A dditional D raw back Regulation. No. 22.
D raw back R egulations Am ended. N o. 23.

F isheries A ct 1890—
Fishing in Lady Bay. No. 24.
F ish ing  in Lake T yers. No. 25.
F ish ing  prohibited in portion of the  G oulburn R iver. No. 26.

Explosives A ct 1890.— A ddition  to list of Explosives authorized for Im portation  into and M anufacture in 
V ictoria. No. 27. •

M arine A ct 1890 —
A dditional G eneral Rule for the P o rts  in  V ictoria.— P o rt of G ippsland Lakes. No. 28.
A dditions to and A lterations of G eneral R ules for the  P o rts  in V ictoria. Nos. 29 and 30.
A dditional R egulation for the  M anagem ent and G overnm ent of P ilo ts. No. 31.
Amended L im its and Scales of P ilo tage  R ates.— R ates of P ilo tage . No. 32.
Am ended L im its and Scales of P ilo tage  R ates for th e  P o rt o f G ippsland Lakes. N o. 33.
R egulations relating  to the  M ark ing  of Load-lines on Ships. N o. 34.

M arine A ct 1892.— Fees for Certificates in connexion w ith  the  M arking of Load-lines on Ships. No. 35. 
A ccounts of the M elbourne H arbor T ru s t for the year ended 31st Decem ber, 1894. No. 37.
P ost Office A c t 1890—

R eduction in  R ate  of In te re s t on D eposits in  P o s t Office Savings B anks. No. 42.
Telephone R ates. No. 43.



V IC T O R IA ,

No. 6.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 2 n d  JULY, 1895.

1. T he Council met in accordance w ith adjournm ent.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the P rayer.

A. D eclaration  of M em ber .— The Honorable D. H am  delivered to the Clerk the Declaration required 
by the thirty-seventh section of the A ct No. 1075, as hereunder set forth :—

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I , D a v id  H am , do 
declare and testify  that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of V ictoria of the yearly value of Three 
hundred and eighty pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting , the same, other than 
any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, th a t such 
lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of B allarat E ast, and are known as houses 
and land in Victoria-street.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of B allarat E ast are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value 
of Three hundred and eighty pounds, and th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in 
the  municipal district of B allarat E as t are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly 
value of Three hundred and eighty pounds.

“ And I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“  D A V ID  H A M .”

•5. M essage  from th e  Le g isl a t iv e  A ssembly .— The President announced the receipt of the following 
Message from the Legislative A ssem bly:—

M r . P r e s id e n t —

The Legislative Assembly return  to the Legislative Council the B ill intituled “A n  Act to 
amend the ‘ Juries Act 1890 / v and acquaint the Legislative Council th a t the Legislative Assembly 
have agreed to the amendment made in such Bill by the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B ER R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 2nd Ju ly , 1895.

6. P a pe r s .—The Honorable H . Cuthbert presented, by command of H is Excellency the Adm inistrator of 
the Government—

Statistical R egister of the Colony of Victoria for the year 1894.—P a rt I I .— Interchange.
Ordered to lie on the Table.
T he following Papers, pursuant to the directions of an A ct of Parliam ent, were laid upon the 

Table by the C le rk :—
W ater A ct 1890—

M acorna N orth  Irrigation  and W ater Supply T ru st D istrict.—R ating Divisions,
The W estern W immera Irrigation and W ater Supply T rust.—Regulation.



7. W idth  of T ires B ill .— T he Order oh-the Day for the second reading of this Bill having been read—
the Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T hat this B ill be now read a second time.

D ebate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
The Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, T h a t this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
A nd, on the further motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the Council 

resolved itself into Committee.
T he President resumed the Chair; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee had 

gone through the Bill and agreed to the same w ith amendments.
Ordered— T hat the Bill, as amended, be printed, and taken into consideration on Tuesday next.

8. G aols B ill .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of th is B ill having been read—the
Honorable H. C uthbert moved, T h a t this Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
T he Honorable IT. C uthbert moved, T h at this B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the fu rther motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair; and the Honorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Committee had made 

progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, T h a t the  Committee may have leave to sit 
again.

Resolved— T h at the Council will, on Tuesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

9. P ostponement of Orders of t h e  D ay .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders
of the D ay be postponed until to-morrow :—

Public and B ank Holidays B ill— Second reading.
Friendly Societies Actuary's B ill— Second reading.
Sale o f  Goods B ill— Second reading.
Trusts B ill— Second reading.
Theatres Act 1890 Amendment B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

10. D a ir ie s  S upervisio n  B il l .— The H onorable J .  S ternberg moved, T h at he have leave to bring in a
B ill for the proper Supervision of Dairies and D airy H erds and for other purposes.

Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
Ordered— T hat the H onorables J .  S ternberg and A . O. Sachse do prepare and bring in the  Bill.
T he Honorable J .  S ternberg then brought up a B ill intituled “ A  B ill fo r the proper Supervision o f  

Dairies and D airy Herds and fo r  other purposes,” and moved, T hat it be now read a first time. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 

second time on W ednesday, 17th Ju ly  instan t.

11. Ma r r ied  W omen’s P ro perty  B il l .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of this Bill
having been read—the Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, T h a t this Bill be now read a second time. 

T he Honorable IT. C uthbert moved, T h a t the debate be now adjourned.
Question— T h at the debate be now adjourned— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h a t the debate be adjourned until W ednesday, 10th Ju ly  instant.

12. P ostponem ent  of Ord er  of th e  D ay .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the  following Order
of the D ay be postponed until Tuesday n e x t :—

Uniform Customs Tariffs—Resum ption of debate on the question— That, in the opinion o f  this 
House, proposals should be made by the Victorian Government to the Premiers o f  the other 
Australian Colonies inviting them to appoint delegates to a Convention, ivith fu l l  powers to 
arrange and assimilate the various Customs Tariffs o f  the colonies.

13. P ostponem ent  of Ord er  of the  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the  following O rder
of the D ay be postponed until to-morrow :—

Voluntary Conveyances B ill— Second reading.

A nd then the Council, a t thirteen  minutes past ten o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 6.

WEDNESDAY, 3r d  JULY, 1895.
Questions.

1. The Hon. D. M elv ille  : To ask the  H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral—
1. W hy, in view of the declared desire for federation, Separation D ay is still observed as a

holiday.
2. Is  i t  proposed to cancel such holiday, and when.

2. T he H on. N . L evi : T o call the attention of the H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral to a report contained
in the m orning daily papers of the  29th Ju n e  ultimo, of an im portant judgm ent delivered by the 
F u ll Court in the case of the Queen v. T he B ank of Victoria, and to ask if it  is the intention of 
the Crown to appeal to the  P rivy  Council in this m atter.

'General Business.
N otice of M otion :—

1. The Hon. N . L e v i  : To move, T h a t he have leave to bring in a B ill to amend the Licensing Act 1890 .

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. M in e s  B ill— Second reading.
2. V o luntary  Conveyances B il l— Second reading.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. F riendly  S ocieties A ctuary’s B ill— S econd reading.
2. S al e  of G oods B il l — Second reading.
3. T rusts B il l — S econd reading.
A. T h ea tr es  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l— To be further considered in Committee.
5. P ublic  and  B ank  H olidays B ill— S econd reading.

TUESDAY, 9t h  JULY.
Question.

1. The Hon. D r . W . H. E mbling- : To call the attention of the Honorable the M inister of Defence to 
the case of M r. G. W . M ay, late a non-commissioned officer of the V ictorian F ield  A rtillery  ; and to 
ask him if he will lay before th is House copies of all papers and correspondence in connexion w ith 
th is gentlem an’s removal from the Force.

Government Business.
Orders of the D ay :—

1. W idth  of T ires B ill— Consideration of Report.
2. Gaols B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

General Business.
Order of the D ay :—

1. U niform Customs T ar iffs .— Resumption o f  debate on the question— T hat, in the  opinion of th is House, 
proposals should be made by the V ictorian G overnm ent to the Prem iers of the other A ustralian 
Colonies inviting them to appoint delegates to a Convention, w ith full powers to arrange and 
assimilate the various Customs Tariffs of the colonies.

WEDNESDAY, 10t h  JULY.
General Business.

Order of the D ay :—
1. M arried W omen’s P roperty B ill— Second reading—Resumption o f  debate.

(120 copies.) '



WEDNESDAY, 17t h  JULY.
-General Business.

Or d e r  of th e  D ay :—
1. D a ir ie s  S u pe r v isio n  B il l— Second reading.

G E O R G E  II. J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 27t h  JUNE, 1895.
M inutes of the  Proceedings of the Legislative Council. No. 5.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 6.
V oluntary Conveyances B ill— [60].
M arried W omen’s P roperty  B ill— [61].

Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly. Nos. 12, 13, and 14.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 15.
Divisions in Committee of the W hole. No. 3.
Customs and E xcise  D uties—

Am endm ents to be proposed in Committee. (T o  M embers only.)
Am endm ents to be proposed in Committee. (To M embers only.)

Supreme Court A ct 1890 F u rth e r Am endm ent B ill.— A m endm ent of the  Legislative Council. (To 
M embers only.)

Penal Establishm ents and Gaols.— R eport of the Inspector-G eneral for the year 1894. No. 46.



V I C T O R I A .

No. 7.

OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 3r d  JULY, 1895.

1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The P resident took the Chair.

3. T he President read the Prayer.

4 .  P e t i t i o n s .— The Honorable J .  M. Davies presented a petition from John  S .  Chambers, styling himself
M oderator of the Presbytery of Melbourne N orth, praying th a t the Council would pass the Theatres 
A ct 1890 Am endment B ill w ith amendments prohibiting theatrical performances and charges of 
admission to places of entertainm ent on Sundays.

T he Honorable J .  Balfour presented a petition from D avid Gordon and H enry Jones, styling them 
selves Jo in t Conveners of the Committee on the S tate of Religion and Morals of the Presbyterian 
Church of V ictoria, praying th a t the Council would pass the  Theatres A ct 1890 Amendment Bill 
w ith an amendment prohibiting any fixed charge for entrance to, or any fixed sum being taken up 
by collection at, any Sunday entertainm ent.

The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood presented a petition from Sami. T . W ithington, Henry 
J . Cock, and R. L. Balding, styling themselves respectively Chairman and Secretaries of the 
W esleyan Temperance and Public M orality Committee, praying that the Council would pass the 
Theatres A ct 1890 Amendment Bill, and would not allow any charge to be made for admission to 
theatres on Sunday, nor any stage performances to be given on tha t day.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table, and to be referred to the Committee of the whole Council on the 
Theatres A ct 1890 Am endm ent Bill.

5. L i c e n s i n g  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he Honorable N. Levi moved, T h a t he have leave to bring
in a Bill to amend the Licensing Act 1890.

Q uestion— p u t and reso lved  in  th e  affirm ative.
Ordered— T h at the Honorable N. Levi do prepare and bring in the Bill.
T he Honorable N . Levi then brought up a Bill intituled “A  B ill to amend the (Licensing Act 1890,’ ” 

and moved, T h a t it be now read a first time.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 

a second time on W ednesday next.

6 .  D i s c h a r g e  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— On the motion of the Honorable J .  H . A bbott the following
O rder of the D ay was read and discharged:—

Mines B ill— Second reading.
Ordered— T h at the said B ill be w ithdraw n.

7 .  V o l u n t a r y  C o n v e y a n c e s  B il l .— T h e  Order o f  the D a y  for th e  second reading of th is B ill  h aving
been read—the Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, T h at this B ill be now read a second time.

T he Honorable H. C uthbert moved, T h a t the debate be now adjourned.
Q uestion— T h a t th e debate be n ow  adjourned— put and resolved  in  th e  affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t th e  debate be adjourned u n til T u esd ay  n ex t.



8. P u b l i c  a n d  B a n k  H o l i d a y s  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of this B ill having
been read the Honorable W. McCulloch moved, T h a t this B ill be now read a second time.

D ebate ensued.
Q uestion—put and resolved in the  affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
T he H onorable W. M cCulloch moved, T h a t th is B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
A nd, on the further motion of the Honorable W . M cCulloch, the P residen t left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the C h a ir ; and the H onorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Committee had made 

progress in the B ill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Committee may have leave to sit 
again.

R eso lv ed — T h at the Council will, on Tuesday next, again resolve itse lf into the said Committee.

9. F r i e n d l y  S o c i e t i e s  A c t u a r y ’s  B i l l .— T he Order of the Day for the second reading of this B ill
having been read— the Honorable D. Coutts moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a second time. 

Debate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
T he H onorable D. C outts moved, T h a t this B ill be now com m itted to a Committee of the  whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
A nd, on the fu rther motion of the H onorable D. C outts, the  P resident left the Chair, and the Council 

resolved itself into Committee.
T he P residen t resumed the C h a ir; and the Honorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Committee 

had made progress in the Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Committee may have 
leave to sit again.

Resolved— T h a t the Council will, on T uesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

10. S a l e  o f  G o o d s  B i l l . —T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of th is B ill having been read—
the H onorable H. C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Q uestion—put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
T he  H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now committed to a Com m ittee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
A nd, on the fu rther motion of the H onorable H. C uthbert, the P residen t left the C hair, and the  

Council resolved itself into Committee.
T he P residen t resumed the C h a ir ; and the Honorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Committee had gone 

th rough the Bill and agreed to the same w ith  amendm ents.
Ordered— T h a t the Bill, as amended, be prin ted , and taken into consideration on T uesday nex t.

1 1 .  P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders
of the D ay be postponed until T uesday n e x t :—

Trusts B ill— Second reading.
Theatres A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— To be further considered in  Committee.

12. A d j o u r n m e n t .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Council, at its  rising, adjourn
until Tuesday next.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, a t seven o’clock, adjourned un til Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 7.

TUESDAY, 9 t h  JULY, 1895.
Questions.

1. T he H on. D r . W . H . E m b l i n g  : T o  call the a tten tion  of the Honorable the M inister of Defence to
the  case of M r. G. W . M ay, la te  a non-commissioned officer of the  V ictorian  F ield  A rtille ry  ; and to 
ask him  if he w ill lay before th is  House copies of all papers and correspondence in connexion w ith 
th is  gentlem an’s rem oval from the Force.

2. T h e  H on. N . L e v i  : T o  call th e  atten tion  of the H onorable th e  Solicitor-G eneral to a report contained
in  the  m orning daily papers o f th e  29 th  Ju n e  ultim o, of an im portant judgm ent delivered by the 
F u ll C ourt in the case of the Queen v. T he  B ank  of V ictoria, and to ask if it  is the intention of 
the Crown to appeal to th e  P riv y  Council in th is m atter.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. W i d t h  o f  T i r e s  B i l l — Consideration of R eport.
2. G a o l s  B i l l — To be fu rther considered in  Committee.
3. P u b l i c  a n d  B a n k  H o l i d a y s  B i l l — To be fu rther considered in  Committee.
4. F r i e n d l y  S o c i e t i e s  A c t u a r y ’s  B i l l — T o be fu rther considered in Committee.
5. S a l e  o f  G o o d s  B i l l — Consideration of R eport.
6 .  T r u s t s  B i l l — Second reading.
7. T h e a t r e s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. U n i f o r m  C u s t o m s  T a r i f f s .— Resumption o f  debate on the question— T h at, in  the opinion of th is H ouse,
proposals should be made by the  V ictorian G overnm ent to the Prem iers of th e  other A ustralian  
Colonies inviting  them  to appoint delegates to a Convention, w ith  full pow ers to arrange and 
assim ilate the  various Customs Tariffs of the  colonies.

2. V o l u n t a r y  C o n v e y a n c e s  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.

WEDNESDAY, 1 0 t h  JULY.
General Business.

Orders  of t h e  D ay  :—
1. M a r r ie d  W omen’s P r o per ty  B il l — Second read ing— Resumption o f  debate.
2. L ic e n sin g  A ct 1890 A m end m ent  B il l — Second reading.

WEDNESDAY, 17t h  JULY.
General Business.

Or d e r  o f  t h e  D ay  :—
1. D a ir ie s  S u pe r v isio n  B il l— Second reading.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.
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V I C T O R ! A

No. 8.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 9t h  JULY, 1895.

1. T he Council met in accordance w ith  adjournment.

2. T he President took the  Chair.

3. T he President read the P rayer.

4. A ssaults on Officers and  P r iso n er s .— T he Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood moved, by
leave, T h a t there be laid before this House a R eturn  giving—

1. Particulars of each of the seven assaults on officers and nine assaults on prisoners mentioned
in the R eport of 1894 of the Inspector-G eneral.

2. T he punishments accorded in each case.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

5. P etitio ns .— T he Honorable R . Reid presented a petition from the Committee of the Lord’s D ay
Observance Society, Melbourne, praying tha t the Council would pass the Theatres A ct 1890 
Am endm ent B ill w ith amendments prohibiting theatrical performances and charges of admission to 
places of entertainm ent on Sundays.

T he Honorable C. J .  Ham presented a petition from Thos. Lockwood and W illiam Jones, styling 
themselves Stewards of the P rah ran  Circuit, representing W esleyan Churches in Prahran, M alvern, 
and Toorak, praying th a t th e  Council would pass the Theatres A ct 1890 Amendment Bill, and would 
not allow any charge to be made for admission to theatres on Sunday, nor any stage performances 
to be given on th a t day.

T he H onorable D. M elville presented a similar petition from Circuit Stewards and Officers of the 
Brunsw ick W esleyan Circuit, representing W esleyan Churches in Brunsw ick, Moreland, and 
Coburg.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table, and to be referred to the Committee of the whole Council on the 
Theatres A ct 1890 Am endm ent Bill.

6. I n t e st a t e s’ E states  B il l .— T he Honorable A. W ynne moved, by leave, T h a t he have leave to bring
in  a B ill to amend the L aw  by m aking better provision for the Widows of certain In testates in the 
distribution of such In testa tes’ property.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at the Honorable A. W ynne do prepare and bring in the Bill.
T he Honorable A. W ynne then brought up a Bill intituled “A  B ill to amend the Law by making better 

provision fo r the Widows o f  certain Intestates in the distribution o f  such Intestates’ property,” and 
moved, T h a t it be now read a first time.

Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.—B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on W ednesday, 17th Ju ly  instant.



7. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T he P resident announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assem bly :---------

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assembly re tu rn  to the Legislative Council the  B ill in tituled u Aro Act to 
fu rther amend the e Supreme Court A c t 1890 ’ and fo r  other purposesf and acquaint the Legislative 
Council th a t the Legislative Assembly have agreed to the amendment made in such B ill by the 
Legislative Council.

Vf G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 9 th Ju ly , 1895.

8. P a p e r .— T he following Paper, pursuant to the directions of an A ct of Parliam ent, was laid upon the
Table by the Clerk :—

R eport of the Chief Inspector of Factories, W ork-rooms, and Shops for the year ended 31st 
December, 1894.

9. D i s c h a r g e  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— On the motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert the following
O rder of the D ay was read and discharged:—

Width o f  Tires B ill— Consideration o f  Report.

10. W i d t h  o f  T i r e s  B i l l . — T he Honorable H. C uthbert moved, T h a t th is Bill be recommitted to a
Committee of the whole for reconsideration.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
A nd, on the further motion of the Honorable H. C uthbert, the President left the  Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The P resident resumed the C h a ir ; and the H onorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Committee had made 

progress in the Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Committee may have leave to sit 
again.

Resolved— T h at the Council will, on Tuesday nex t, again resolve itse lf into the said Committee.

11. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the  following Order
of the D ay be postponed until Tuesday n e x t :—

Gaols B ill— To he further considered in Committee.

12. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the  consideration of the following Order
of the D ay be postponed until Tuesday, 6 th A ugust n e x t :—

Public and B ank Holidays B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

13. A d j o u r n m e n t .— T he Honorable T . B runton having stated his desire to move, T h a t the House do now
adjourn, six  M embers rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed. '

T he Honorable T . B runton having stated th a t he proposed to speak on the subject of the Royal 
A gricultural Society of V ictoria, then moved, T h a t the H ouse do now adjourn.

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and negatived.

14. F r i e n d l y  S o c i e t i e s  A c t u a r y ’s  B i l l .— T he Order of the Day for the further consideration of this
B ill in Committee of the whole having been read—the P resident left the Chair, and the Council 
resolved itself into Committee.

T he President resumed the C h a ir; and the Honorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Committee 
had made progress in the Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Committee may have 
leave to sit again.

Resolved— T h at the Council will, on T uesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

15. D i s c h a r g e  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y . — On the motion of the  Honorable H . C uthbert the following
Order of the Day was read and discharged :—

Sale o f Goods B ill— Consideration o f  Report.

16. S a l e  o f  G-o o d s  B i l l .— The H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h at th is B ill be recommitted to a
Committee of the whole for the reconsideration of clauses 3, 38, 51, and 62.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert, the President left the Chair, and the Council 

resolved itself into Committee.
T he President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee had gone 

through the Bill and agreed to the same w ith  further amendments.
Ordered— T hat the Bill, as amended, be printed, and taken  into consideration on T uesday next.

17. T r u s t s  B i l l .— The Order o f  the  D ay for the second reading of th is B ill having been read— t h e
Honorable H. C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
T he Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t th is Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
A nd, on the further motion of the Honorable II . Cuthbert, the  P resident left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The P resident resumed the C h a ir ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee had made 

progress in the Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Committee may have leave to sit 
again.

Resolved—T h at the Council will, on Tuesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.



18. T h e a t r e s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he O rder o f the  Day for the  further consideration of this
B ill in Committee of the  whole having been read— the President left the  Chair, and the Council 
resolved itse lf into Committee.

T he P resident resumed the C h a ir ; and the H onorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Committee had gone 
through the B ill and agreed to the same w ith an amendment.

Ordered— T h at the  Bill, as amended, be printed, and taken into consideration on Tuesday next.

19. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the  following Orders
of the Day be postponed until Tuesday n e x t :—

Uniform, Customs Tariffs.■—R esum ption of debate on the question— That, in the opinion o f  this 
House, proposals should be made by the Victorian Government to the Premiers o f  the other 
Australian Colonies inviting them to appoint delegates to a Convention, with fu l l  powers to 
arrange and assimilate the various Customs Tariffs o f  the colonies.

Voluntary Conveyances B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.

20. A d j o u r n m e n t .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Council, at its rising, adjourn
un til Tuesday nex t.

Question— pu t and resolved in  the affirmative.

.And then the Council, a t eleven m inutes past ten  o’clock, adjourned un til Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 8.

TUESDAY, 16t h  JULY, 1895.

•Questions.
1. T he Hon. D r . W . H . E m b l i n g - : To call the  atten tion  of the Honorable the M inister of Defence to

the case of M r. G. W . M ay, late a non-commissioned officer of the V ictorian F ield  A rtille ry  ; and to 
ask him if he w ill lay before th is House copies of all papers and correspondence in connexion w ith 
th is gentlem an’s removal from the Force. ,

2 .  T he H on. N .  L e v i  : T o call the attention of the H onorable th e  Solicitor-General to a  report contained
in the morning daily papers of the  29th Ju n e  ultimo, of an  im portant judgm ent delivered by the 
F u ll Court in the  case of the Queen v. T he B ank  of Victoria, and to ask if i t  is the intention of 
the Crown to appeal to the  P riv y  Council in th is m atter.

Government Business.
N o t i c e  o f  M o t i o n  :—

1. T he Hon. H . C u t h b e r t  : To move, T h a t he have leave to bring in a B ill to facilitate and regulate 
the Supply of E lectric ity  for L igh ting  and for other purposes.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. W i d t h  o f  T i r e s  B i l l — To be fu rther considered in Committee.
2 .  G a o l s  B i l l — To be fu rther considered in  Committee.
3. F r i e n d l y  S o c i e t i e s  A c t u a r y ’s  B i l l — T o be further considered in Committee.
4 .  S a l e  o f  G o o d s  B i l l — Consideration of R eport.
5. T r u s t s  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.
6 .  T h e a t r e s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Consideration of Report.

General Business.
N o t i c e  o f  M o t i o n  :—

1. T he Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T . S a r g o o d  : To move, T h a t there be laid  before th is House a copy 
of all reports received by the Honorable the Prem ier from the  A ud it Commissioners recommending 
simplification of the public accounts.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. U n i f o r m  C u s t o m s  T a r i f f s .— Resumption o f  debate on the question— T hat, in the opinion of this House,
proposals should be made by th e  V ictorian G overnm ent to the Prem iers of the  other A ustralian 
Colonies inv iting  them  to appoint delegates to a Convention, w ith  full powers to arrange and 
assim ilate th e  various Customs Tariffs of the  colonies.

2 .  V o l u n t a r y  C o n v e y a n c e s  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
3. M a r r i e d  W o m e n ’s  P r o p e r t y  B i l l — Second reading—Resumption o f  debate.
4. L i c e n s i n g  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.

WEDNESDAY, 17t h  JULY.
General Business,

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. D a ir ie s  S u p e r v is io n  B il l — Second readings
2 . I n t e s t a t e s ’ E s t a t e s  B il l — Second reading. , - ' [ - y '

(160 copies.)



TUESDAY, 6 t h  AUGUST.
Government Business.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 .  P u b l i c  a n d  B a n k  H o l i d a y s  B i l l — To be fu rther considered in Committee.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 4t h  JULY, 1895.
M inutes of the Proceedings of the Legislative Council. No. 7.
N otices of M otion and Orders of the Day. No. 8.
Sale of Goods B ill— [5 6 ] . (To M embers of Council only.)
L icensing A ct 1890 A m endm ent B ill— [63].
W idth  of T ires Bill. —A m endm ents to be proposed by the Hon. H enry  C uthbert. (To M embers of 

Council only.)
T heatres A ct 1890 A m endm ent B ill.— Am endm ent to be proposed by the H on. J .  B alfour. (T o  M embers 

of Council only.)

V otes and Proceedings of the  Legislative Assem bly. Nos. 15, 16, and 17.
N otices of M otion and Orders of th e  Day. No. 17.
D ivisions in Committee of the  W hole. No. 4.
P o s t Office Savings B ank.— Statem ent o f A ccounts for the  year 1894. N o. 10.
S ta tis tica l R egister of the  Colony of V ictoria for the year 1894.— P a r t  I I .— Interchange. N o. 9.



V I C T O R I A .

No. 9.

MINDIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OP TH E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 16t h  JULY, 1895.

1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. D eclaration of M em ber .— The Honorable G. S. Coppin delivered to the Clerk the Declaration
required by the thirty-seventh section of the A ct No. 1075, as hereunder set forth :—

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I , G-eorge S elth  
Coppin , do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of Three hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than 
any public or parliamentary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, that such 
lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of Flinders and Kangerong shire, and are 
known as ‘ The Anchorage,’ the ‘ Back Beach Palace,’ Sorrento.

u A nd I  further declare th a t such of the  said lands or tenements as are situate in the 
municipal district of Flinders and K angerong are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a 
yearly value of Two hundred and fifty-seven pounds, and tha t such of the said lands or tenements 
as are situate in the municipal district of Flinders and Kangerong are rated in the rate-book of such 
district upon a yearly value of— 6 The A nchorage,’ One hundred and seven pounds ; ‘ Back Beach 
Palace,’ One hundred and fifty pounds.

“ And I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ G E O R G E  S E L T H  C O P P IN .”

5. M essage from H is E xcellency  the A dm inistrator of the  G overnment.— The following Message
from H is Excellency the Adm inistrator of the Government was presented by the Honorable
H . Cuthbert, and the same was read by the Honorable the President :—

JO H N  M A D D EN ,
Administrator o f the Government. Message No. 1.

T he A dm inistrator of the Government informs the Legislative Council that he has, on this 
day, at the New Law  Courts, given the Royal A ssent to the undermentioned A cts of the present 
Session, presented to him by the Clerk of Parliam ents, v iz.:—

“ A n  Act to amend the i Juries Act 1890 ’ and fo r  other purposes.”
“■An Act to further amend the ‘ Supreme Court Act 1890 ’ and fo r  other purposes.”

Law  Courts,
Melbourne, 10th Ju ly , 1895.



6. A bsence  of t h e  Ch airm an  of Co m m ittees.— The P residen t announced th a t he had received the
following le tter from the Chairm an of Committees :—

W ednesday, 10th Ju ly , 1895.
The Honorable the President o f  the Legislative Council.

D e ar  S ir ,
On the 16th and 17th in stan t I  am compelled to  carry through professional business a t the 

County Courts a t W odonga and W angaratta , w hich I  had accepted before I  was elected to the 
position of Chairm an o f Committees. W ill you be good enough to apologize for m y absence. 
I  mentioned the m atter to the Solicitor-G eneral, as leader of the House, last n ight, but failed to  see 
you. I  may say th a t the Hon. Jam es B ell has told me th a t he w ill w illingly act in my absence, if 
agreeable to the H ouse.

I am, D ear Sir,
Y ours sincerely,

F r e d k . B r o w n .

T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the H onorable J .  B ell perform  the  duties o f C hairm an of 
Committees during the H onorable F . B row n 's  absence.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
7. P a p e r s .— T he following Papers, pursuant to the  directions of several A cts of P arliam ent, were laid

upon the T able by the C lerk :—
P ub lic  Service A c ts .—A ltera tion  of R egulations.
W ater A c t 1890—

M acorna N orth  Irrigation  and W ater Supply  T ru s t D istric t.— R ating  D ivisions.
W andella Irrigation  and W ater Supply T ru s t.— Loan available.

A gricu ltu ra l E ducation .— A ccounts of the T rustees of A gricu ltu ra l Colleges and th e  Council 
of A gricultural E ducation  from 1st Ju ly , 1893, to 31st December, 1893.

T he H onorable H . C uthbert p resented—
A ssau lts on Officers and Prisoners.— R eturn  to an O rder of the L egislative Council, dated 9 th  

Ju ly  instan t, for a R eturn  giv ing—
1. P articu la rs  of each of the seven assaults on officers and nine assaults on prisoners

m entioned in the  R eport o f 1894 of the Inspector-G eneral.
2. T he punishm ents accorded in each case.

8.^E l ec tr ic  L ig h t  a n d  P o w er  B il l .— T he H onorable IT. C u thbert moved, T h a t he have leave to bring
in a B ill to facilita te  and regulate  the Supply  of E lec tric ity  for L ig h ting  and for other purposes.

Q uestion— pu t and resolved in the  affirmative.
Ordered— T h a t the  H onorable H . C u thbert do prepare and bring in the  Bill.
T he H onorable IT. C u thbert then brought up a B ill in titu led  “ A  B ill to facilitate and regulate the Supply 

o f  Electricity fo r  Lighting and fo r  other purposes,” and moved, T h a t it be now read a first time. 
Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 

second tim e on T uesday next.
9. W id t h  of T ir e s  B il l .— T he O rder of the  D ay for the  fu rther consideration of th is B ill in  Committee

of the whole having been read— the  P residen t left the  C hair, and the Council resolved itself into 
Committee.

T he  P residen t resumed the  C hair ; and the Honorable J .  B ell reported th a t the Com m ittee had gone 
through the B ill and agreed to the same w ith  fu rther am endm ents.

T he  H onorable E . J .  Crooke moved, T h a t th is B ill be recom m itted to a Com m ittee of the whole for 
th e  reconsideration of clause 4.

Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.
A nd, on the fu rther motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert, the  P resident le ft the  Chair, and the Council 

resolved itse lf into Committee.
T he  P residen t resumed the Chair ; and the H onorable J .  B ell reported th a t the  Com m ittee had recon

sidered clause 4 and agreed to the same w ith  am endm ents.
O rdered— T hat the Bill, as amended, be printed, and taken  into consideration on T uesday next.

10. F r ie n d l y  S ocieties A ctuary’s B il l .— T he O rder of the  D ay for the fu rther consideration of this
B ill in Com m ittee of the  whole having been read— the P residen t left the Chair, and th e  Council 
resolved itself into Committee.

T he P residen t resumed the C h a ir ; and the H onorable J .  B ell reported th a t the Com m ittee had made 
progress in the B ill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Com m ittee may have leave to sit again. 

Resolved— T h a t the Council w ill, on T uesday nex t, again resolve itself into the said Committee.
11. D ischarge  of Or d e r  of the  D a y .— On the motion of the H onorable C. J .  H am  the  following

O rder of the D ay was read and d ischarged:—
Sale o f  Goods B ill— Consideration o f  Report.

12. S al e  of G oods B il l .— T he H onorable C. J .  H am  moved, T h a t th is B ill be recom m itted to a
Com m ittee of the w hole for the reconsideration of clauses 35 and 62.

Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
A nd, on the fu rther motion of the  H onorable H . C uthbert, the P residen t left the  Chair, and th e  

Council resolved itself into Committee.
T he P residen t resumed the C h a ir ; and the H onorable J .  B ell having reported th a t the Com m ittee had 

reconsidered clauses 35 and 62 and agreed to the same w ithout amendment, the Council ordered the 
R eport to be taken into consideration th is day.

On the motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the R eport from the Committee of 
the whole on th is Bill.

A nd, on the further motion of the Honorable IT. C uthbert, the B ill was read a third time and passed. 
T he H onorable II. C uthbert moved, T h a t the following be the title  of the B ill :—

1,6 A n Act fo r  codifying the Law relating to the Sale o f  Goods.”
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at the  B ill be transm itted  to the Legislative Assem bly w ith a M essage desiring the ir 

concurrence therein.



13. P o s tp o n e m e n t o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Order
of the D ay be postponed until Tuesday n e x t :—

Theatres Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Consideration o f  Report.

14. G a o l s  B i l l .— The Order of the D ay for the further consideration of th is B ill in Committee of the
whole having been read— the President left the Chair, and the Council resolved itse lf into 
Committee.

T he President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable J .  Bell reported that the Committee had made 
progress in the Bill, and tha t he was directed to move, T h a t the Committee may have leave to sit 
again.

Resolved— T hat the Council will, on Tuesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

15. P o s tp o n e m e n t o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the  consideration of the following Orders
of the D ay he postponed until Tuesday nex t :—

Trusts B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Uniform Customs Tariffs—Resum ption of debate on the question— That, in the opinion o f  this 

House, proposals should be made by the Victorian Government to the Premiers o f  the other 
Australian Colonies inviting them to appoint delegates to a Convention, with fu l l  powers to 
arrange and assimilate the various Customs Tariffs o f  the colonies.

Voluntary Conveyances B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
Married Women’s Property B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
Licensing Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.

16. A djo urnm ent .— T he Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Council, at its rising, adjourn
until Tuesday next.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

A nd  then the Council, a t fifty-two minutes past nine o’clock, adjourned un til Tuesday, next.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 9.

TUESDAY, 23r d  JULY, 1895.
•Questions.

1. T he  H on. J .  H . C o n n o r  : T o  call the  atten tion  of the  H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral to the
desirability of the  G overnm ent tak ing  steps to obtain for th is colony, from the  Japanese  G overn
m ent, the same trea ty  privileges as are enjoyed by the Hom e Governm ent ; and to ask w hat action, 
i f  any, has been taken  in the m atter.

2. T h e  H on. D. M e l v i l l e  : T o  call the atten tion  of the  H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral to a paragraph
in the Warracknabeal H erald , stating th a t an old man nam ed Jam es C larke has been sentenced to 
two m onths’ im prisonm ent, charged only w ith  the  crime of being old and poor ; and to ask w hether 
i t  is the  intention of th e  G overnm ent to m ake proper provision for these cases during th is Session.

3. The H on. N . L e v i  : T o call the  atten tion  of the  Honorable the Solicitor-G eneral .to the  refusal of the
G overnm ent D epartm ents to accept deposit receipts of any banking institu tions of the  colony as 
deposits for securing the  carrying out of any  contracts w ith  th e  Governm ent, although made payable 
to the  authorized officer o f the  D epartm ent, and to ask by  whose au thority  such instructions have 
been given ; and if the  Solicitor-G eneral is aw are th a t for the  past 30 years and over bank deposit 
receipts have alw ays been received by the  G overnm ent as security on all railw ay and other con
trac ts  w hen tendered, and if the  G overnm ent w ill tak e  steps to revert to the  form er practice.

■Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. E l e c t r i c  L i g h t  a n d  P o w e r  B i l l — Second reading.
2. W i d t h  o f  T i r e s  B i l l — Consideration o f R eport.
3. F r i e n d l y  S o c i e t i e s  A c t u a r y ’s  B i l l — T o be fu rther considered in Committee.
4. T h e a t r e s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Consideration of R eport.
5. G a o l s  B i l l — To be fu rther considered in  Committee.
6 .  T r u s t s  B i l l — To be further considered in  Com m ittee.

■General Business.
N o t i c e s  o f  M o t i o n  :—

1. T h e  H on. L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . S a r g o o d  : T o move, T h a t the question of preparing P rivate
B ill S tanding O rders, so as to  enable petitioners for P riv a te  Bills, if  they  so desire, to introduce 
such B ills in  the  L egisla tive Council, be referred to the  Standing Orders Committee for consideration 
and report.

2. T he  Hon. J .  H . C o n n o r  : To move, T h a t he have leave to  bring in a  B ill to amend the Agricultural
Colleges A c t 1890.

3. T he  Hon. L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . S a r g o o d  : To move, T h a t there be laid before th is H ouse a copy
of all reports received by the  H onorable the Prem ier from th e  A ud it Commissioners recommending 
simplification of th e  public accounts.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. U n i f o r m  C u s t o m s  T a r i f f s .— Resumption o f  debate on the question— T h at, in the opinion of this House,
proposals should be made by the  V ictorian  G overnm ent to the Prem iers of the other A ustralian  
Colonies inv iting  them  to appoint delegates to a Convention, w ith  full powers to arrange and 
assim ilate th e  various Custom s Tariffs of the  colonies.

2. V o l u n t a r y  C o n v e y a n c e s  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
3. M a r r i e d  W o m e n ’s  P r o p e r t y  B i l l — Second read ing— Resumption o f  debate.
4. L i c e n s i n g  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.
5. D a i r i e s  S u p e r v i s i o n  B i l l — Second reading.
6. I n t e s t a t e s ’ E s t a t e s  B i l l — Second reading. .



TUESDAY, 6 t h  AUGUST.
Government Business.

Order  of t h e  D a y :—
1. P ublic and  B ank  H olidays B ill— To be fu rther considered in Committee.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 1 1 t h  JULY, 1895.
M inutes of the Proceedings of the L egislative Council. No. 8.
N otices of M otion and Orders of the Day. No. 9.
W idth  of T ires B ill. —N ew  Clause to be proposed by the  Hon. H enry C uthbert. (T o M embers of 

Council only.)
E lectric  L ig h t and P ow er B ill— [41J.

Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Assem bly. Nos. 18, 19, and 20.
N otices of Motion and Orders of the  Day. No. 21.
Divisions in Committee of the  W hole. No. 5.
Customs and E xcise  D uties.— N ew  Resolutions to be proposed. (T o  Members only.)
R eport of the  Chief Inspector of Factories, W ork-rooms, and Shops for the  year ended 31st December, 

1894. No. 49.
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V I C T O R I A .

No. 10.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF T H E

LEG ISLA TIV E COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 23r d  JULY, 1895.

1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. T he President took the Chair.

3. T he President read the P rayer.

4. M e ssa g e  fro m  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  A d m in is tr a to r  o f  t h e  G o v ern m en t.— T he following
M essage from H is Excellency the Adm inistrator of the Government was presented by the
Honorable H . Cuthbert, and the same was read by the Honorable the President :—

JO H N  M A D D E N ,
Administrator o f  the Government. Message No. 2.

The Adm inistrator of the Government informs the Legislative Council th a t he has caused 
the following Bills, in tituled :—

61 A n  Act to reduce the Sum  appropriated to the payment o f  the Salary o f  every fu ture Governor o f  
Victoria,”

(< An A c t to reduce the Rates o f  Salaries o f  Responsible Ministers oj the C row nf
which were reserved for the signification of H er M ajesty’s pleasure thereon, and which received 
H er M ajesty’s assent on the 11th day of M ay last, to be proclaimed in the Victoria Government 
Gazette, a copy of which proclamation is hereunto annexed.

Government Offices,
Melbourne, 23rd Ju ly , 1895.

T h e  R oyal A ssent to Certain  A cts of P arliam ent .

P roclamation

B y  H is Excellency the Honorable Sir J o h n  M a d d e n , K night, the Chief Justice  of the Supreme 
Court of the  Colony of Victoria, and A dm inistrator of the Government of the said Colony, 
&c., &c., &c.

W h er ea s  by the Constitution S ta tute  it was amongst other things enacted th a t the provisions of the 
A c t of the fourteenth year of H er M ajesty, chapter fifty-nine, and of the A ct of the fifth and sixth 
years of H er M ajesty, chapter seventy-six, F or the Government o f  New South Wales and Van Diemen s  
Land, w hich relate to the giving and withholding of H er M ajesty’s assent to Bills, and the 
reservation of Bills for the signification of H er M ajesty’s pleasure thereon, and the instructions to 
be conveyed to Governors for their guidance in relation to the m atters aforesaid, and the disallow
ance of Bills by H er M ajesty, should apply to Bills to be passed by the Legislative Council 
and Assembly constituted under the Constitution Act o f Victoria and the now reciting b tatu te , and 
by any other legislative body or bodies which may at any time hereafter be su s i u e or e 
present Legislative Council and Assembly : And whereas the Bills hereinafter men lonec w®̂ e 
reserved for the signification of H er M ajesty’s pleasure thereon : And whereas by an Order ot the 
Queen in Council made on the eleventh day of May, One thousand eight hundred and nine y- ve, a

(500 copies.)



copy w hereof is hereto appended, H er M ajesty has been pleased to assent to the  said B ills : N ow 
therefore I , the A dm inistrator of the G-overnment of Victoria, in pursuance of the  provisions of the 
aforesaid A cts, do by this m y Proclam ation signify th a t the B ills, the titles w hereof are herein set 
forth, th a t is to say :—

“ A n  A ct to reduce the Sum appropriated to the payment o f the Salary o f  every fu ture Governor o f  
Victoria,”

“ A n  A ct to reduce the Rates o f  Salaries o f  Responsible Ministers o f  the Groton,” ,
w hich were reserved for the signification of H er M ajesty ’s pleasure thereon, have been laid before 
H er M ajesty in Council, and th a t H er M ajesty has been pleased to assent to the same.

Given under my H and and the Seal of the Colony, a t M elbourne, th is fifteenth day of Ju ly , 
in  the  year o f our Lord One thousand eigh t hundred and ninety-five, and in the  fifty- 
n in th  year of H er M ajesty ’s reign.

(l .s.) J O H N  M A D D E N .
B y H is E xcellency’s Command,

G E O R G E  T U R N E R .
G od save  t h e  Q u e e n  !

A t the Court at Windsor, the eleventh day o f  M ay, 1895. 
P resent  :

T he Queen’s M ost E xcellen t M ajesty.
Lord P residen t 
L ord Cham berlain 
Lord K ensington

Speaker of the H ouse of Commons 
M r. A rnold Morley.

W h er ea s  by an A c t passed in the fifth and six th  years of H er M ajesty’s reign, entitled  “A n  Act 
fo r  the Government o f  New South Wales and Van Diemen's L and ,” i t  is am ongst other th ings enacted 
th a t no B ill w hich shall be reserved for the signification of H er M ajesty’s pleasure thereon shall 
have any force or authority  w ith in  the Colony of N ew  South W ales un til the  Governor of the said 
Colony shall signify either by speech or m essage to the L egislative Council of the said Colony or 
by proclam ation as therein  aforesaid th a t such B ill has been laid before H er M ajesty  in Council, 
and th a t H er M ajesty  has been pleased to assent to the  sa m e :

• A nd w hereas by another A c t passed in th e  th irteen th  and fourteenth  years of H er M ajesty’s 
reign, entitled “ A n  A ct fo r  the better Government o f Her M ajesty’s Australian Colonies,” it  was 
provided among other th ings th a t the provisions of the  said former A c t concerning the  reservation 
o f B ills for the  signification of H er M ajesty’s pleasure thereon should apply to and be in force in 
the  Colony of V ictoria :

A nd w hereas the  said provisions were m aintained in force as regards B ills passed by the 
L egislative Council and Legislative A ssem bly of the  said Colony by a subsequent A c t passed in the 
eigh teen th  and n ineteenth  years of the reign of H er said M ajesty, entitled  “ A n  A ct to enable Her 
M ajesty to assent to a B ill as amended o f  the Legislature o f  Victoria, to establish a Constitution in and  
fo r  the Colony o f  Victoria ” :

A nd w hereas on the tw en ty-n in th  of Jan u ary  last, the  G overnor of the said Colony of 
V ictoria reserved two B ills passed by the L egisla tive Council and L egisla tive A ssem bly of the said 
Colony, entitled  respectively “ A n  A ct to reduce the Sum appropriated to the payment o f  the Salary  
o f  every fu tu re  Governor o f  Victoria ” and “ A n  A ct to reduce the Rates o f  Salaries o f Responsible 
M inisters o f  the Crown,” for the  signification of H er M ajesty ’s pleasure thereon :

A nd w hereas the said B ills so reserved as aforesaid have been laid before H er M ajesty in 
Council, and it  is expedient th a t the  said Bills should be assented to by H er M ajesty  :

Now- therefore H er M ajesty , in pursuance of the  said A cts, and in exercise of the pow ers 
thereby reserved to H er M ajesty  as aforesaid, doth by this present Order, by and w ith  the advice of 
H er M ajesty’s P riv y  Council, declare H er A ssen t to the said B ills.

C. L . P e e l .
5. P a p e r s .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert presented, by command of H is Excellency th e  A dm inistrator of

the  G overnm ent—
Postal and T elegraphic Conference, 1895.— R eport of Proceedings of the  Conference held in 

H obart, F ebruary , 1895.— M inutes of Proceedings, Second R eport of Com m ittee on E lectric 
L ig h t and Pow er W ires, P apers laid before the Conference, R eport of D ebates, and R eport of 
H eads of D epartm ents.

O rdered to lie on the Table.
T he  following P aper, pursuant to the directions of an A c t of Parliam ent, was laid upon the Table by 

th e  C lerk :—
D epartm ent for N eglected Children and Reform atory Schools.— R eport of the  Secretary  for 

the year 1894.
6. A bsence  of t h e  Ch airm an  of C om m ittees.— T he P residen t announced th a t he had received the

following telegram  from the Chairm an of Committees :—
“ P rostra te  w ith influenza ; confined to bed since Saturday. U nder m edical care.

“ F . B R O W N ,
“ per P . B ro w n .”

T he H onorable II . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the  Honorable J .  Balfour perform the duties of C hairm an of 
Committees during th is evening.

Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.



7. A g ricultural  Colleges A ct 1890 A mendment B il l .— T he Honorable J .  H . Connor moved,
T h a t he have leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Agricultural Colleges Act 1890.

Q uestion—put and resolved in the affirmative.
O rdered— T h at the Honorable J .  IT. Connor do prepare and bring in the B ill.
T he Honorable J .  H . Connor then brought up a Bill intituled “A  B ill to amend the i Agricultural

Colleges Act 1890 / ” and moved, T h a t it be now read a first time.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read

a second time on W ednesday, 7th A ugust next.

8. P ostponem ent  oe Orders of the  D ay .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders
of the D ay be postponed until Tuesday n e x t :—

Electric Light and Power B ill— Second reading.
W idth o f  Tires B ill— Consideration o f  Report.

9. F r iendly  S o cieties A ctuary’s B il l .— T he O rder of the D ay for the further consideration of this
B ill in Committee of the whole having been read—the President left the Chair, and the Council 
resolved itself into Committee.

The P resident resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable J .  Balfour reported that the Committee had made 
progress in the B ill, and tha t he was directed to move, T h a t the Committee may have leave to sit 
again.

Resolved— T h a t the  Council will, on Tuesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

10. T h e a t r e s  A ct 1890 A mendment B il l .— T he O rder of the D ay for the  consideration of the Report
on this B ill having been read— on the motion of the  Honorable H . C uthbert the Council, after
debate, adopted the R eport from the Committee of the whole.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, the B ill was read a third time and passed. 
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the following be the title  of the B i l l :—

“ A n  A c t to amend the ‘ Theatres Act 1890.’ ”
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
O rdered—T h at the Bill be transm itted  to the Legislative Assembly w ith  a M essage desiring their 

concurrence therein.
11. Gaols B il l .— The Order of the  D ay for the further consideration of this B ill in Committee of the

whole having been read— the P resident left the Chair, and the Council resolved itself into 
Committee.

The P resident resumed the C h a ir; and the H onorable J .  Balfour having reported th a t the Committee 
had gone through the B ill and agreed to the same w ithout amendment, the Council ordered the
R eport to be taken  into consideration this day.

On the motion of the  H onorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of 
the whole on th is Bill.

A nd, on the further motion of the  H onorable H. Cuthbert, the B ill was read a third time and passed. 
T he Honorable TI. C uthbert moved, T h a t the following be the title  of the B ill :—

“ A n  Act to amend the i Gaols A ct 1890 ’ and fo r  other purposes.”
Question—put and resolyed in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at the  B ill be transm itted  to the Legislative Assembly w ith a Message desiring their 

concurrence therein.
12. T rusts B il l .— T he O rder of the day for the further consideration of this B ill in Committee of the

whole having been read— the President left the Chair, and the Council resolved itself into Committee. 
T he President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable J .  Balfour reported th a t the Committee had 

gone through the B ill and agreed to the same w ith amendments.
Ordered— T h a t the B ill, as amended, be printed, and taken into consideration on Tuesday next.

13. P ostponem ent  of Ord er  of t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Order of
the Day be postponed until Tuesday next

Uniform Customs Tariffs— Resum ption of debate on the question— That, in the opinion o f this 
House, proposals should be made by the Victorian Government to the Premiers o f  the other 
Australian Colonies inviting them to appoint delegates to a Convention, with fu l l  powers to 
arrange and assimilate the various Customs Tariffs o f  the colonies.

14. V oluntary  Conveyances B il l .— T he Order of the Day for the resumption of the  debate on the
question, T h a t this B ill be now read a second time, having been read—

D ebate resumed.
Question— T h at this B ill be now read a second tim e—put and resolved in the affirmative. Bill read a 

second time.
T he  H onorable J .  M. Davies moved, T h a t th is Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, the President left the Chair, and the Council

resolved itse lf into Committee. _
T he Presiden t resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable J .  Balfour having reported th a t the Committee 

had gone through the B ill and agreed to the same w ithout amendment, the Council ordeied the 
R eport to be taken into consideration this day. _

On the motion of the H onorable J .  M. Davies the Council adopted the  Report from the Committee o
the whole on this Bill. .

A nd, on the fu rther motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, the B ill was read a third time and passed. 
T h e  Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, T h a t the following be the title  of the Bill :

“ A n Act to amend the Law relating to the Avoidance o f  Voluntary Conveyances.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative. _ . .
O rdered—T h at the Bill be transm itted to the Legislative Assem bly w ith a Message desiring their 

concurrence therein.



15. Ma r r ie d  W om en’s P ro pe r t y  B il l .— T he O rder of the D ay for the  resum ption of the  debate on the
question, T h a t th is B ill be now read a second tim e, having  been read—

D ebate resumed.
Question—T h at this B ill be now read a second tim e— pu t and resolved in  the  affirmative.— B ill read a 

second time.
T h e  H onorable J .  M . D avies moved, T h a t this B ill be now com m itted to a Committee of th e  whole. 
Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.
A nd, .011 the fu rther motion of the  H onorable J .  M . D avies, the P residen t left the C hair, and the 

Council resolved itse lf into Committee.
T he President resum ed the Chair ; and the H onorable J .  Balfour reported  th a t th e  Com m ittee had 

gone through the B ill and agreed to the  same w ith  an am endm ent.
Ordered— T h a t the B ill, as amended, be prin ted , and taken into consideration on T uesday nex t.

16. P o stpo nem ent  of Or d e r s  of t h e  D a y .— O rdered, T h a t the  consideration of the  following Orders
of the D ay be postponed un til T uesday n ex t :—

Licensing A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Dairies Supervision B i l l— Second reading.
Intestates’ Estates B ill— Second reading.

17. A djo u r n m e n t .— T h e H onorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Council, at its  rising, adjourn
un til T uesday nex t.

Question— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, a t th irty-five m inutes past nine o’clock, adjourned u n til Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council*



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 10.

TUESDAY, 30t h  JULY, 1895.
Questions.

1. T he Hon. Dr. W . H . E mbling  : To call the attention of the Honorable the M inister of Defence to
the present state of the V ictorian Defence Force ; and to ask w hat arrangem ents the Government 
propose to make in the event of war.

2. T he Hon. T . D. W anliss  : To call the  attention  of the H onorable the Solicitor-General to the fact
th a t Mr. T . F ro n t W ebb, the Commissioner of T axes, has decided th a t all legacies, and endowment 
policies of assurance m aturing in 1894, are subject to income tax  ; and to ask—

1. W hether, in fram ing the Incom e T ax  measure, the Governm ent intended th a t legacies and
such policies of assurance should be brought under the operation of the A ct, and th a t 
legacies should be subject to income tax  as well as to probate duty.

2. I f , not, w hether the G overnm ent will, during this Session, take steps to make legacies and
such policies free of incom e tax.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. E l e c t r i c  L ig h t  a n d  P o w e r  B i l l — Second reading.
2. W id t h  of T ir e s  B il l— Consideration of R eport.
3. F r iendly  S o cieties A ctuary’s B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
4. T rusts B il l — Consideration of Report.

General Business.
N otice of M otion  :—

1. T he Hon. L ieut.-C ol. Sir F . T . S argood : To move, T h a t the question of preparing Private 
B ill S tanding Orders, so as to enable petitioners for P rivate  Bills, if they so desire, to introduce 
such B ills in  the Legislative Council, be referred to the Standing Orders Committee for consideration 
and report.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. U niform  Customs T a r if f s .— Resumption o f  debate on the question— T hat, in the opinion of this House,

proposals should be made by the V ictorian G overnm ent to the Prem iers of the other A ustralian 
Colonies inviting them to appoint delegates to a Convention, w ith full powers to arrange and 
assimilate the various Customs Tariffs of the colonies.

2. M a r r ied  W omen’s P roperty  B il l— Consideration of Report.
3. L icensing  A ct 1890 A mendm ent B ill— S econd reading.
4. D a ir ie s  S u pe r v isio n  B il l— S econd reading.
5. I nt e st a t e s’ E sta tes  B ill— Second reading.

TUESDAY, 6 t h  AUGUST.
Government Business.

Order  of t h e  D a y :—
1. P ublic  a nd  B ank  H olidays B ill— T o be further considered in Committee.

WEDNESDAY, 7t h  AUGUST.
General Business.

Or d e r  o f  th e  D ay :—
1. A gricultural  C olleges A ct 1890 A mendment B ill— S econd reading.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.
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No. 11.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 30t h  JULY, 1895.

1. T he Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. T he President took the Chair.

3. T he President read the P rayer.

4. A d j o u r n m e n t . The Honorable G. Davis having stated his desire to move, T ha t the House do now
adjourn, six Members rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed.

Honorable G-. Davis having stated that he proposed to speak on the subject of the wreck of
the s.s. Argus, then moved, T hat the House do now adjourn.

D ebate ensued.
Question—put and negatived.

5. A d j o u r n m e n t . T he Honorable Dr. W . H . Em bling having stated his desire to move, T hat the House
do now adjourn, six Members rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed.

The Honorable D r. W . H . Em bling having stated tha t he proposed to speak on the subject of the
present state of the V ictorian Defence Force, then moved, T h a t the House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and negatived.

6 .  P a p e r s .— The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several A cts of Parliam ent, were laid upon
the Table by the Clerk

Public Service A ct 1890.— A lteration of Regulations.
Report of the Chief Inspector of Explosives to the Honorable the Commissioner for Trade and 

Customs on the w orking of the Explosives A ct during the year 1894.

7. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt o f the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n Act to 
aV P k out o f  the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f One million one hundred and twenty-one thousand nine 
hundred and ninety-five pounds to the service o f the year One thousand eight hundred and ninety-five and 
ninety-six,” w ith  which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 30th Ju ly , 1895.



8. C o n s o l i d a t e d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  ( N o . 1).— The Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill
transm itted by the foregoing M essage, intituled “ A n  Act to apply out o f  the Consolidated Revenue the 
sum o f  One million one hundred and twenty-one thousand nine hundred and ninety-five pounds to the service 
o f  the year One thousand eight hundred and ninety-five and ninety-six,” be now read a first time. 

Question— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time this day.

T he Honorable II. C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a  second time.
D ebate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
T he Honorable IT. C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert, the President left the  Chair, and the Council 

resolved itself into Committee.
T he P resident resumed th e  Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brow n having reported th a t the Committee 

had gone through the B ill and agreed to the same w ithout amendment, the Council ordered the 
R eport to be taken  into consideration this day.

On the motion of the  H onorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the  R eport from the Com m ittee of 
the  whole on th is Bill.

A nd, on the fu rther motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert, the  B ill was read a th ird  tim e and passed. 
T he H onorable IT. C uthbert moved, T h a t the  following be the title  of the  B i l l :—

“ A n  A ct to apply out o f  the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f  One million one hundred and twenty- 
one thousand nine hundred and ninety-five pounds to the service o f  the year One thousand eight 
hundred, and ninety-five and ninety-six .”

Question— p u t and resolved in the  affirmative.
Ordered— T h at a M essage be transm itted  to the Legislative Assem bly acquainting them  th a t the 

L egislative Council have agreed to the B ill w ithou t amendment.

9. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders
of the  D ay be postponed un til T uesday n e x t :—

Electric Light and  Power B ill— Second reading.
W idth o f  Tires B ill— Consideration o f  Report.
Friendly Societies Actuary’s B ill— To he fu rth er  considered in Committee.
Trusts B ill— Consideration o f  Report.
Uniform Customs Tariffs— Resum ption of debate on the  question— That, in the opinion o f  this 

House, proposals should be made by the Victorian Government to the Premiers o f  the other 
Australian Colonies inviting them to appoint delegates to a Convention, loith f u l l  powers to 
arrange and assimilate the various Customs Tariffs of, the colonies.

M arried Women’s Property B i l l— Consideration o f  Report.
Licensing A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
D airies Supervision B il l— Second reading.
Intestates’ Estates B ill— Second reading.

1 0 .  A d j o u r n m e n t .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Council, at its  rising, adjourn
until T uesday nex t.

Question— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.

A nd then the Council, a t tw enty-tw o m inutes p ast six  o’clock, adjourned u n til T uesday nex t.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Ovdevs o f the Day.

No. 11.

TUESDAY, 6 t h  AUGUST, 1895.
Questions.

1. T he  H on. D. M elv ille  : T o call the  a tten tion  of the Honorable the  Solicitor-G eneral to certain
statem ents of accounts betw een the  money lenders and their dupes ; and to ask w hether the M inister 
intends to take notice of those extraordinary  transactions.

2. T he Hon. G. D a v i s  : To ask the Honorable the Solicitor-G eneral if  he will obtain from the  Police
D epartm ent a report show ing the  ex ten t to w hich betting  has increased in the streets and lanes of 
the  city  and suburbs, and explain ing w hat power the  police have for its regulation.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. E l e c t r i c  L ig h t  a n d  P o w e r  B i l l — Second reading.
2. W id t h  of T ir e s  B il l— Consideration of R eport.
3. F rie n d l y  S o cieties  A ctuary’s B ill— T o be fu rther considered in Committee.
4. T rusts B il l — Consideration of Report.
5. P ublic  a n d  B an k  H olidays B ill— To be fu rther considered in Committee.

General Business.
N otices of M otion  :—

1. T he  Hon. L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . S argood : To move, T h a t the question of preparing P rivate
B ill S tanding Orders, so as to enable petitioners for P riv a te  Bills, if  they  so desire, to introduce 
such B ills in the  Legislative Council, be referred to the Standing Orders Committee for consideration 
and report.

2. T he Hon. N . T h o rnley  : T o move, T h a t there be laid before this House a copy of all the  correspond
ence, including the reports from C lerks of Courts and the Police M agistrate, in the D epartm ent of 
the  Solicitor-G eneral, relating to the  rem oval of a Police M agistra te  from the  W estern D istrict.

Or ders  of th e  D ay  :—

1. U niform  Custom s T a r if f s .— Resumption o f  debate on the question— T h at, in  the  opinion of th is House,
proposals should be m ade by the  V ictorian G overnm ent to the Prem iers of the  other A ustralian  
Colonies inviting  them  to appoint delegates to a Convention, w ith  full powers to arrange and 
assim ilate the  various Customs Tariffs of the  colonies.

2. M a r r ie d  W omen’s P ro perty  B il l — Consideration of Report.
3. L ic ensing  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l — S econd reading.
4. D a ir ie s  S u pe r v isio n  B il l — S econd reading.
5. I n t e st a t e s’ E sta tes B il l— S econd reading.

WEDNESDAY, 7t h  AUGUST.
General Business.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.
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No. 12.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF TH E

LEG ISLA TIV E COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 6 t h  AUGUST, 1895.

1. T he Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. T he President took the Chair.

3. T he President read the Prayer.

4. M essage  from H is E xcellency  the  A dm inistrator of the  G-overnment.— T he following
Message from His Excellency the A dm inistrator of the Government was presented by the Honorable
H . Cuthbert, and the same was read by the Honorable the P re s id e n t:—

JO H N  M A D D EN ,
Administrator o f the Government. , Message No. 3.

The Adm inistrator o f the Governm ent informs the Legislative Council that he has, on this 
day, a t the Government House, given the Royal A ssent to the undermentioned A ct of the present 
Session, presented to him by the Clerk of the Parliam ents, v iz .:—

“ A n  Act to apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f One million one hundred and twenty- 
one thousand nine hundred and ninety-five pounds to the service o f the year One thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-five and ninety-six.”

Government House,
Melbourne, 30th Ju ly , 1895.

5. P a pe r s .— The Honorable H . Cuthbert presented, by command of H is Excellency the Administrator of
the G overnm ent—

Tw enty-ninth Report of the Board of Visitors to the Observatory; together with the Report of 
the Government Astronomer for the period from 1st Ju ly , 1893, to 30th May, 1895; to 
which is appended the Tw enty-eighth Report of the Board of Visitors to the Observatory, 
which was not previously printed.

Report of Proceedings taken under the provisions of the Settlement on Lcmds A ct 1893 during 
the financial year ended 30th June, 1895.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table.

6. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Order
of the Day be postponed until Tuesday n e x t :—■

Electric Light and Power B ill— Second reading.
(500 copies.)



7. D ischarge  of Or d e r  of t h e  D ay .— On the motion of the Honorable J .  B alfour, after debate, the
following Order of the D ay was read and discharged :—

W idth o f  Tires B ill— Consideration o f  Report.

8. W id th  o f  T i r e s  B i l l . — T he Honorable J .  B alfour moved, T h a t this B ill be recom m itted to a Com
m ittee of the whole for the  reconsideration of clause 4.

Question— put and resolved in  the affirmative.
A nd, on the fu rther motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert, the P resident left the Chair, and the Council 

resolved itse lf into Committee.
T he P residen t resumed the C hair ; and the Honorable F . Brow n having reported th a t the Committee 

had reconsidered clause 4 and agreed to the same w ithout fu rther am endm ent, the Council ordered 
the R eport to be taken  into consideration this day.

On the motion o f the  H onorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the  R eport from the Committee of 
the whole on this Bill.

A nd, on the fu rther motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert, the  B ill was read a th ird  tim e and passed. 
T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  following be the title  of the B i l l :—

“ A n  A c t to regulate the Weights to he carried on certain Vehicles and fo r  other 2iurposes.” 
Q uestion— put and resolved in th e  affirmative.
O rdered—T h a t the Bill be transm itted  to the L egislative A ssem bly w ith  a M essage desiring their 

concurrence therein.

9. F r ie n d l y  S o cieties  A ctuary’s B il l .— T he O rder of the  D ay for the fu rth e r consideration of this
B ill in Committee of the whole having  been read— the P residen t left the Chair, and the  Council 
resolved itself into Committee.

T he P residen t resum ed the C hair ; and the  H onorable F . B row n reported tha t the  Com m ittee had gone 
through the B ill and agreed to the  same w ith  am endm ents.

O rdered— T h a t the  Bill, as amended, be printed, and taken  into consideration on T uesday nex t.

10. T r u s t s  B i l l .— T he O rder of the  D ay for the consideration of the R eport on this B ill having been
read— on the motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the  R eport from the 
Committee of the  whole.

A nd, on the fu rther m otion of the H onorable H . C uthbert, the  B ill was read a th ird  tim e and passed. 
T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the follow ing be the title  of the  Bill :—

“ A n  A ct to amend the Law  relating to T nists and Trustees.”
Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.
O rdered—T h a t the Bill be transm itted  to th e  L egislative A ssem bly w ith  a M essage desiring their 

concurrence therein.

11. P ostponem knt  of Ordkr  of t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the  consideration of the following Order
of the D ay be postponed u n til T uesday, 3rd Septem ber n e x t :—

Public and B ank H olidays B ill— To he further considered in Committee.

12. P r iv a t e  B il l  S t a nding  Or d e r s .— T he H onorable L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood moved, T h at the
question of preparing P rivate  B ill S tanding  O rders, so as to enable petitioners for P riv a te  B ills, if 
they so desire, to introduce such Bills in the L egislative Council, be referred  to the S tanding Orders 
Committee for consideration and report.

Question— put and resolved in the affirm ative.

13. R em o val  of P olice M a g ist r a t e .— T he Honorable N . T horn ley  moved, T h a t  there be laid before
this House a copy of all the correspondence, including the  reports from C lerks of Courts and the 
Police M agistrate, in  the D epartm ent of the Solicitor-G eneral, re la ting  to the rem oval of a Police 
M agistrate from the W estern  D istrict.

Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.

14. P ostponem ent  of Or d e r  of t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Order
of the D ay be postponed until T uesday  n ex t :—

Uniform Customs Tariffs— R esum ption of debate on the question— T hat, in the opinion o f  this 
House, proposals should he made by the Victorian Government to the Premiers o f  the other 
Australian Colonies inviting them to appoint delegates to a Convention, with fu l l  powers to 
arrange and assimilate the various Customs Tariff's o f  the colonies.

15. M a r r ie d  W om en’s P r o perty  B il l .— T he O rder of the  D ay for the consideration of the R eport on
th is  B ill having been read— on the motion of the H onorable J .  M. D avies the Council adopted the 
R eport from the Com m ittee of the whole.

A nd, on the fu rth er motion of the H onorable J .  M. Davies, the  B ill w as read a th ird  time and passed. 
T he  H onorable J .  M. D avies moved, T h a t the following be the title  of the  B i l l :—

“ A n  Act to amend the ‘ M arried Women’s Property A ct 1890.’ ”
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t the  B ill be transm itted  to the  L egisla tive A ssem bly w ith  a M essage desiring their 

concurrence therein.



16. L ic e n sin g  A ct 1890 A m en d m en t  B il l .— T he Order of the Day for the second reading of this B ill
haying been read the Honorable N. Levi moved, T hat this Bill be now read a second time.

The Honorable D. M elville moved, T h a t the debate be now adjourned.
Debate ensued.
Question— T h at the debate be now adjourned— put and negatived.
Debate continued on the question— T h at this B ill be now read a second time.
Question— T h a t this B ill be now read a second time— put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read 

a second time.
The Honorable N . Levi moved, T h at this B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable N . Levi, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair; and the Honorable P . Brown reported tha t the Committee had made 

progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, T hat the Committee may have leave to sit 
again.

Resolved— T hat the Council w ill, on Tuesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

17. A d jo u r n m e n t .— The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Council, at its rising, adjourn
until Tuesday, 20th A ugust instant.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

18. P o stpo n e m en t  of O r d e r s  of  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until Tuesday, 20th A ugust instant :—

Dairies Supervision B ill— Second reading.
Intestates’ Estates B ill— Second reading.

A nd then the Council, at eighteen minutes past ten  o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday, 20th A ugust instant.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day,

No. 12.

TUESDAY, 2 0 t h  AUGUST, 1895.
Question.

1. T he Hon. J .  S e r v ic e  : To ask  the  H onorable the  M inister of Defence—
1. W hat was the  authorized to tal establishm ent on the 31st Ju ly , 1895, of—

T he V ictorian  A rtillery ,
T he V ictorian H orse A rtillery ,
T he  F ield  A rtillery ,
T he  G arrison A rtillery ,
T he  V ictorian  E ngineers,
T h e  1st V ictorian R egim ent of In fan try ,
T h e  2nd V ictorian  R egim ent of In fan try ,
T he 3rd V ictorian  R egim ent of In fan try ,
T he V ictorian  P erm anent N aval Forces,
T he V ictorian  N aval Brigade.

2. W h a t was the actual streng th  of each of th e  above on the 31st Ju ly , 1895.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. E l e c t r i c  L i g h t  a n d  P o w e r  B i l l — Second reading.
2. F r ie n d l y  S o c ie tie s  A ctuary’s B ill— Consideration o f  Report.

General Business.
N otices of M otion  :—

1. T he  H on. F . S. G r im w a d e  : T o move, T h a t he have leave to bring in a B ill to establish an E lectoral
College for th e  election of M edical Officers of public H ospitals and Charitable Institu tions.

2. T h e  Hon. J .  H . G r e y  : T o move, T h a t there  be laid before th is House a R eturn  showing the actual
cost to  the  30th  Ju n e  las t of collecting the  Incom e T a x  to th a t date, under the following heads—

(a) P reparing  and p rin ting  forms.
(b) D istribution of forms.
(c) Salaries of officers and clerical assistance.
(d) A n y  other expenses.

3. T h e  Hon. T . D. W a n l is s  : To move, T h a t in the  opinion of th is House income ta x  should not be
charged on legacies nor on m atured policies of life assurance.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. U nifo rm  Custom s T a r if f s .— Resumption o f  debate on the question— T h at, in  the  opinion of th is House,

proposals should he m ade by the  V ictorian G overnm ent to the Prem iers of the other A ustralian  
Colonies inv iting  them  to appoint delegates to a Convention, w ith  full powers to arrange and 
assim ilate the  various Customs Tariffs of the  colonies.

2. L ic e n s in g  A ct 1890 A m e n d m e n t  B il l — T o be further considered in Committee.
3. D a ir ie s  S u pe r v isio n  B il l— S econd reading.
4. I n t e st a t e s’ E sta te s  B ill— S econd reading.
5. A g ric u l t u r a l  C olleges A ct 1890 A m endment B ill— S econd reading.

TUESDAY, 3r d  SEPTEMBER.
Government Business.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 , P u b l i c  a n d  B a n k  H o l i d a y s  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.

G EO R G E H. J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.
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No. 13.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 20t h  AUGUST, 1895.
1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the P rayer.

4. P apers.— The Honorable H . C uthbert presented, by command of H is Excellency the A dm inistrator of
the Government—

Charitable Institu tions.— Supplem entary Report of the Royal Commission on Charitable 
; Institutions.

Ordered to lie on the Table.
The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several A cts of Parliam ent, were laid upon the 

Table by the Clerk :—
Bank Liabilities and A ssets.— Summary of Sworn Returns for the quarter ended 30th June, 

1895.
Fire Brigades A ct 1890.—M etropolitan F ire Brigades Board— Alteration of Regulations. 
Report of the Registrar of Friendly Societies for the year 1894.
W ater A ct 1890.— The Carrum Irrigation  and W ater Supply T ru s t— R ating Regulation.

5. Message from the L egislative A ssembly.— The President announced the receipt of the  following
Message from the Legislative Assem bly :—

Mr . P resident—
T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “  A n A c t to 

further amend the ‘ Local Government Act 1890/ v w ith which they desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assem bly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 20th  A ugust, 1895.

6. L ocal Government (Municipal E lections) B ill.— The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the
Bill transm itted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ A n Act to further amend the ‘Local Government 
A ct 1890/ ”  be now read a first time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first time, and ordered to be printed.
The Honorable H , C uthbert moved, by leave, T ha t the Standing Orders be suspended so as to allow 

the second reading of this Bill to be taken into consideration th is day.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable H. C uthbert moved, T hat this Bill be now read a second time.
Debate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—B ill read a second time.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat this B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair; and the Honorable F . Brown reported tha t the Committee had made 

progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, T hat the Committee may have leave to sit 
again.

Resolved— T hat the Council w ill, on Tuesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.



7. E lectric L ight and P ower B ill .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of th is B ill having
been read— the H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a second time.

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
T he Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be committed.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill be committed to a Select Committee.
Question—pu t and resolved in the affirmative.

8. F riendly S ocieties A ctuary’s B ill .— T he O rder of the  D ay for the consideration of the  R eport
on th is Bill having been read— on the motion of the  Honorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted 
the R eport from the Committee of the whole.

And, on the fu rther motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert, the B ill was read a th ird  tim e and passed. 
T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  following be the title  of the B i l l :—

“ A n  A ct to provide fo r  the Transfer o f  Certain Powers and Duties from  the Government S ta tist to 
the Actuary fo r  Friendly SocietiesP

Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t the  Bill be transm itted  to the  Legislative Assem bly w ith  a M essage desiring their 

concurrence therein.

9. Charities M edical Officers B ill .—-The Honorable F . S. G-rimwade moved, pursuant to amended
notice, T h a t he have leave to bring in a Bill to establish a Council for the E lection of M edical 
Officers of Public H ospitals and C haritable Institu tions.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h a t the H onorable F . S. G-rimwade do prepare and bring in  the  B ill.
T he  Honorable F . S. G rim w ade then  brought up a B ill in tituled “A  P ill to establish a Council fo r  

the Election o f  Medical Officers o f  Public Hospitals and Charitable I n s t i t u t i o n s and moved, T h a t it 
be now read a first time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday next.

10. Cost of Collection of I ncome T a x .— T he H onorable S. A ustin , for the  Honorable J .  H . Grey,
moved, T h a t there be laid before th is H ouse a R etu rn  showing the actual cost to the  30th Ju n e  last 
of collecting the Incom e T ax  to th a t date, under the  following heads—

(a) P reparing  and printing forms.
(b) D istribution of forms.
(c) Salaries of officers and clerical assistance.
(d) A ny  other expenses.

Question— put and resolved in  the affirmative.

11. P ostponement of Orders of the D ay .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the  following Orders
of the D ay be postponed until T uesday n ex t :—

Uniform Customs Tariffs— R esum ption of debate on the question— That, in the opinion o f  this 
House, proposals should be made by the Victorian Government to the Premiers o f  the other 
Australian Colonies inviting them to appoint delegates to a Convention, with f u l l  powers to 
arrange and assimilate the various Customs Tariffs o f  the colonies.

Licensing A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Dairies Supervision B ill— Second reading.
Intestates’ Estates B ill— Second reading.
Agricultural Colleges A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.

12. A djournment.— T he H onorable IB. C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Council, at its  rising, adjourn
un til Tuesday next.

Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.

A nd then the Council, a t thirty-five m inutes past nine o’clock, adjourned un til Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 13.

TUESDAY, 27 t h  AUGUST, 1895.
Questions.

1. The Hon. D. E . McB ryde : T o ask  the  H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral w hat action, if any, the
Government propose tak ing  in regard to all stock, killed for hum an consumption, being placed under 
proper supervision.

2. T he Hon. E . J .  Crooke : T o ask the  H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral i f  he will take steps to remove
the magpie from the protection of the Game A ct 1890, it having developed into a pest to the grain 
and fruit grower.

3. The Hon. D. M elville : T o ask the  H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral how the  promotions of w arders
in the various gaols are arranged, w hether by seniority or by the mere w ill of the  heads of the  
department.

Government Business.
N otice of Motion :—

1. The Hon. H. Cuthbert : To move, That he have leave to bring in a B ill to amend the Printers and  
Newspapers Act 1890.

O rd er o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. L ocal G overnment (M unicipal E lections) B ill— T o be further considered in Committee.

General Business.
N otices of Motion :—

1. T h e Hon. J .  M. D avies : To move, T h a t he have leave to bring in a B ill to amend the Companies
Act Amendment A ct 1892.

2. T he Hon. T . D. W anliss : T o move, T h a t in the  opinion of this House income ta x  should not be
charged on legacies nor on m atured policies of life assurance.

O rd ers o f  t h e  D ay  :—
1. Charities M edical Officers B ill— Second reading.
2. U niform Customs T a r iffs .— Resumption o f  debate on the question— T hat, in the opinion of this House

proposals should be m ade by the  V ictorian G overnm ent to the Prem iers of the  other A ustralian  
Colonies inviting^ them  to appoint delegates to a Convention, w ith  full powers to arrange and 
assim ilate the  various Customs Tariffs of the  colonies.

3. L icensing  A ct 1890 A mendment B ill— To be fu rther considered in Committee.
4. D airies Supervision  B ill— Second reading.
5. I ntestates’ E states B ill— Second reading.
6. A gricultural Colleges A ct 1890 A mendment B ill— Second reading.

TUESDAY, 3r d  SEPTEMBER.
Government Business.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 . P u b l i c  a n d  B a n k  H o l i d a y s  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.
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No. 14.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF TH E

LEG ISLA TIV E COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 27t h  AUGUST, 1895.

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. P e t i t i o n s .— The Honorable C. J .  Ham presented a Petition from the Corporation of the Mayor,
Aldermen, Councillors, and Citizens of the City of Melbourne, under the common seal of the said 
Corporation, against certain provisions of the Electric L ight and Power Bill, and praying that they 

, may have leave to appear and be heard by themselves, their counsel, agents, and witnesses before the 
Select Committee on the said Bill, and moved, T ha t the Petition be referred to the Select Committee 
on the Electric L igh t and Pow er Bill, and th a t the petitioners have leave to be heard by themselves, 
their counsel, agents, and witnesses before the said Committee.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable F . S. Grim wade presented a Petition from certain Medical Practitioners, Members of 

Committee, Life-Governors, and Subscribers to the Hospitals, and Members of the Executive 
Committee of the Charity Organization Society, praying th a t the Council would assist in passing 
into law the Charities Medical Officers Bill, or some other sufficient enactment to reform the present 
system of electing honorary medical officers to the hospitals.

Ordered to lie on the Table.
The Honorable J .  Service presented a Petition from the M etropolitan Gas Company, under the common 

seal of the said company, praying that it may have leave to appear before the Select Committee on 
the Electric L igh t and Power Bill, and be heard by its officers, counsel, agents, and witnesses 
against the said Bill or parts thereof, and in support of provisions for the protection of the petitioner 
in case the Bill should pass, and that the petitioner may have such other relief as should seem meet 
to the Council, and moved, T h at the Petition be referred to the Select Committee on the Electric 
L ight and Pow er Bill, and th a t the petitioner have leave to be heard by its officers, counsel, agents, 
and witnesses before the said Committee.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

5. E l e c t r i c  L ig h t  a n d  P o w e r  B i l l . — The Honorable H. C uthbert moved, by leave, T hat the Select
Committee on the Electric L igh t and Power B ill consist of the Honorables J . H . Abbott, J .  
Balfour, J .  Bell, S. Fraser, J .  H. Grey, W. McCulloch, A. 0 . Sachse, Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . 
Sargood, N . Thornley, and the Mover, such Committee to have power to send for persons, papers, 
and records, and to move from place to place/; three to be the quorum. •

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative. \ ; . , ; - • ^  % U ■ ’?

6. P a p e r .— The following Paper, pursuant to the directions of an A ct of Parliament, was laid upon the
' Table by the Clerk :—

Report of the Trustees of the Public Library, Museums, and National Gallery of Victoria, for 
1894, w ith a Statem ent of Income and Expenditure for the financial year 1893—4.

7. P r i n t e r s  a n d  N e w s p a p e r s  B i l l . — The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T hat he have leave to bring
in a Bill to amend the Printers and Newspapers Act 1890.

Question— put and. resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat the Honorable H . Cuthbert do prepare and bring in the Bill.
The Honorable H. Cuthbert then brought up a Bill intituled “ A  B ill to amend the ‘ Printers and

Newspapers Act 1890,’ ” and moved, T hat it be now read a first time.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 

a second time on Tuesday next.



8. P o stpo nem ent  of Or d e r  of t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the  following O rder of
the  D ay be postponed un til T uesday, 10th Septem ber n e x t :—

Local Government (M unicipal E lections) B ill— To be fu rth er  considered in Committee.

9. C om panies A c t  A m en d m en t B il l .— T he Honorable J .  M . Davies moved, T h a t he have leave to
bring in a Bill to amend the  Companies A ct Amendment A c t  1892.

Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h a t the H onorable J .  M. D avies do prepare and bring in the Bill.
T he H onorable J . M. D avies then  brought up a B ill intitu led  “A  B ill to amend the 1Companies Act

Amendment A c t 1 892 / 33 and moved, T h a t it  be now read a first time.
Q uestion—pu t and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be prin ted , and read a 

second tim e on T uesday nex t.

10. E x e m p tio n s  fro m  In com e T a x .— T h e H onorable T . D . W anliss moved, T h a t in the  opinion of this
H ouse income ta x  should not be charged on legacies nor on m atured policies of life assurance. 

D ebate ensued.
T he  H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t the debate be now adjourned.
D ebate continued.
Question^—T h a t the  debate be now adjourned— put and negatived.
Question— T h a t in the  opinion of this H ouse income ta x  should no t be charged on legacies nor on

m atured policies of life assurance— put and resolved in th e  affirmative.

11. C h a r it ie s  M e d ical  O ffic e r s  B il l .— T he O rder of the  D ay for th e  second reading of th is B ill
hav ing  been read— the H onorable F . S. G rim w ade moved, T h a t th is  B ill be now read a second 
time.

D ebate ensued.
Q uestion—pu t and negatived.

12. M essage  from  th e  L e g is l a t iv e  A ssem bly .— T he P resid en t announced the receip t of th e  following
M essage from  the L egisla tive A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e s id e n t —
T he L egisla tive A ssem bly transm it to the  L egisla tive Council a B ill in titu led  “ A n  A ct to 

provide facilities fo r  carrying out certain o f  the provisions o f  the ‘ W ater A c t 1890 ’ at M ildura  
and fo r  other purposes 33 w ith  w hich they  desire the  concurrence of the L egislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egislative A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 2 7 th  A u g ust, 1895.

13. M il d u r a  W a t e r  S u p p l y  B il l .— T h e H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  B ill transm itted  by
the  foregoing M essage, in titu led  “ A n  A ct to provide facilities fo r  carrying out certain o f  the provisions 
o f  the ‘ Water A c t  1890 ’ at M ildura and fo r  other purposes3,1 be now  read a first time.

Question— p u t and resolved in  the  affirm ative.— B ill read a first tim e, and ordered to be printed.
T he  H onorable H . C u thbert moved, by leave, T h a t th is  B ill be now read a second time.
D ebate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirm ative.— B ill read  a second time.
T he  H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now com m itted to a Com m ittee of the  whole. 
Q uestion— pu t and resolved in  the  affirmative.
And, on the  fu rth e r motion of the  H onorable H . C uthbert; the  P residen t left the  C hair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
T he  P residen t resumed the C hair ; and the H onorable F . B row n having reported th a t the  Committee 

had gone th rough  the B ill and agreed to the same w ithout am endm ent, the Council ordered the R eport 
to be taken  into consideration th is day.

On the motion o f the  H onorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the  R eport from  the Com m ittee of 
the  whole on th is B ill.

A nd, on the fu rther motion of the H onorable H . C u thbert, the  B ill w as read a th ird  tim e and passed. 
T he  H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  following be the title  of the B ill :—

“ A n A ct to provide facilities fo r  carrying out certain o f  the provisions o f  the ‘ Water A c t 1890 ’ at 
M ildura and fo r  other purposes.”

Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered — T hat a M essage be transm itted  to the  L egisla tive A ssem bly acquain ting  them  th a t the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the  B ill w ithou t am endm ent.

14. E lectric  L ig h t  and  P o w er  B ill— M em ber  D isc h a r g e d .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved,
by leave, T h a t the H onorable W. M cCulloch be discharged from attendance on the  Select Committee 
on the E lectric  L ig h t and Pow er Bill.

Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.

15. E lectric  L ig ht  a n d  P o w er  B ill— M e m ber  A p p o in t e d .— T h e  H onorable II. C uthbert moved,
by leave, T h a t the  H onorable F . S. G rim w ade be a M em ber of the Select Com m ittee on the 
E lec tric  L igh t and Pow er Bill.

Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.

16. E lectric  L ig h t  and  P o w er  B il l — Q uorum .— T he H onorable I I . C u thbert moved, by leave,
T h a t the quorum  of the Select Committee on the E lec tric  L ig h t and Pow er B ill be five in stead  of 
th ree as previously ordered.

Q uestion— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
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17. P ostponem ent of Orders of t h e  D ay .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders
of the D ay be postponed until Tuesday n e x t :—

Uniform Customs Tariffs— Resum ption of debate on the question— That, in the opinion o f  this 
House, proposals should he made by the Victorian Government to the Premiers o f  the other 
Australian Colonies inviting them to appoint delegates to a Convention, with fu l l  powers to 
arrange and assimilate the various Customs Tariffs o f  the colonies.

Licensing A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— To he further considered in Committee.
Dairies Supervision B ill— Second reading.
Intestates' Estates B ill— Second reading.
Agricultural Colleges A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.

18. A djo urnm ent .— The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Council, at its rising adiourn
until Tuesday nex t. J

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, a t tw enty-nine m inutes past nine o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 14.

TUESDAY, 3r d  SEPTEMBER,; 1895.;
Questions.

1 . ' T h e-H o n . D ; E .  M cB r y d e  : T o  ask  th e  H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral w h a t action, if any, the
G overnm ent propose tak in g  in  regard  to a ll stock, k illed for hum an consum ption, being placed under 
proper supervision.

2. T he H on. T r D :  W a n l iss  : T o  ask  the  H onorable th e  Solicitor-G eneral—
1. W hat is the  cost per ton  of railw ay carriage of bricks from  B runsw ick to  B allarat.
2. W hat is th e  cost per ton  of railw ay carriage of b ricks from  B runsw ick  to Bendigo.
3. T he cost of carriage respectively  of pig-iron and  of coals from  M elbourne to  B alla ra t.
4. T he  cost of same from  G eelong to B allarat.
5. T he cost of railw ay carriage of potatoes from  B allarat to G eelong, and also of same from  B allara t

to M elbourne.
3. T he Hon. D . M e l v il l e  : T o  call th e  a tten tion  of th e  H onorable th e  Solicitor-G eneral to th e  follow ing

paragraph in  the  Age o f th e  27 th  A ugust, v iz .:— “ D r. B evan pointed out the  difficulty of ge tting  the  
authorities to take action. H e  suggested  th a t  they  should approach th e  m agistra tes. H e  thou g h t 
it  was outrageous th a t th e  law  should not be properly adm inistered. T here  was no th ing  w hich led to 
more evil in the com m unity th an  the unfair and u n ju s t w ay in  w hich m agistrates adm inistered the  
law. M agistrates w ere about th e  m ost sham eless set of men he knew  of, b u t he th o ugh t a  deputation 
m ight succeed in sham ing even them  ” ; and to  ask  w h a t action the  G overnm ent in tend tak in g  in 
the m atter,

Government Business.
Orders  o f  t h e  D ay  :—

1. P ublic  a n d  B a n k  H o lid ays  B il l— T o be fu rth e r considered in Committee.
2. P rinters  a n d  N e w sp a p e r s  B il l — Second reading.

General Business.
N o t ic e  o f  M o t io n  :—

1. T h e  H on. D . M e l v il l e  : T o  move, T h a t a  Select Com m ittee be appointed to  inquire into and report 
upon the m onetary transactions of M r. D avid  H en ry  and o ther usurious m oney-lenders, and generally 
to  inquire into and repo rt upon sim ilar transactions ; such Com m ittee to  consist o f th e  H onorables

w ith  pow er to send for persons, papers, and
records ; th ree  to be th e  quorum.

Or d e r s  of t h e  D ay  :—
1. C o m pan ies  A ct A m e n d m e n t  B il l — Second reading.
2 . U n ifo r m  C u sto m s T a r i f f s .— Resum ption o f  d e la te  on the question— T h a t, in  the  opinion of th is H ouse,

proposals should be m ade by the  V ictorian  G overnm ent to the Prem iers of the  other A u stra lian
Colonies in v iting  them  to appo in t delegates to  a Convention, w ith  full pow ers to arrange and 
assim ilate th e  various Custom s Tariffs of th e  colonies.

3. L ic e n sin g  A ct 1890  A m end m ent  B il l — T o be fu rther considered in  Committee.
4. D a ir ie s  S u p e r v is io n  B il l — S econd reading.
5. I n t e st a t e s’ E st a t e s  B ill— Second reading.
6. A g r ic u l t u r a l  C o lleg es  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B ill  Second reading.

TUESDAY, 10t h  SEPTEMBER.
Government Business.

Or d e r  of t h e  D ay :—
1. L ocal G overnm ent  (M u n ic ip a l  E l e c t io n s)  B il l — T o be fu rth e r considered in Committee.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.
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V I C T O R I A .

No. 15.

MINDIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 3k d  SEPTEMBER, 1895.
1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. I ssue of and R eturns to W r its .— The President announced th a t he had issued W rits for the election
of Members to serve for the undermentioned Provinces, in the places of Members who retire by 
rotation, v iz .:—

Melbourne, in the place of the Honorable G. S. Coppin,
South Yarra, in the place of the Honorable J .  M. Davies,
North-W estern, in the place of the Honorable J .  M. P ra tt,
Northern, in the place of the Honorable G. Simmie,
W ellington, in the place of the Honorable E . Morey,
Gippsland, in the place of the Honorable C. S argearit;

and further announced th a t he had received returns to such W rits for the N orth-W estern, N orthern, 
W ellington, and Gippsland Provinces ; and, by the indorsements on the W rits, it appeared that the 
following Members had been returned for the several Electoral Provinces set opposite their 
respective names, viz. :—

The Honorable J .  M. P ra t t  for the N orth-W estern Province,
The Honorable G. Simmie for the Northern Province,
The Honorable E . Morey for the W ellington Province, and 
The Honorable C. Sargeant for the Gippsland Province.

5. Sw earing-in  of M em ber .— The Honorable Edward Morey, being introduced, took and subscribed the
oath required by law, and delivered to the Clerk the Declaration required by the thirty-seventh 
section of the A ct No. 1075, as hereunder set forth :—

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I, E dw ard  M orey, 
of Ballarat, do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred and forty-three pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, 
other than any public or parliamentary tax or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, 
tha t such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of the city of Ballarat, and are 
known as assessment 89, Lydiard-street, E ighty  pounds ; assessment 1493, Armstrong-street, S ixty- 
three pounds; and are allotments six and nineteen, section nine, city and parish of Ballarat, county 
of Grenville.

“ And I  further declare th a t the said lands or tenements are situate in the municipal 
district of the city of Ballarat, and are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value 
of One hundred and forty-three pounds.

“ And I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ E . M O REY .”



6. P e t it io n s .— T he Honorable F . S. Grimwade presented a .P etition  from the M ayor, Councillors, and
Citizens of the City of Fitzroy, under the common seal of the said Corporation, against certain 
provisions of the E lectric  L igh t and Pow er Bill, and praying th a t they may have leave to appear 
and be heard by themselves, the council’s agents, and witnesses before the Select Committee on 
the said Bill.

T he Honorable F . S. G-rimwade moved, T h a t the Petition  be referred to the Select Committee on the 
E lectric L igh t and Pow er Bill, and th a t the petitioners have leave to appear and be heard by them 
selves, the council’s agents, and witnesses before the said Committee.

Debate ensued.
The Honorable J .  Service moved, as an amendment, T h a t all the words after the word “ B il l” be 

omitted.
D ebate continued.
Question— T h at the words proposed to be om itted stand part of the question—put and negatived.
Question— T h at the Petition  be referred to the Select Committee on the E lectric  L igh t and Pow er 

B ill— put and resolved in the affirmative.
T he H onorable L ieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood presented a P etition  from the Corporation of 

the  M unicipality of the Mayor, Councillors, and Citizens of the City of Prahran, under the common 
seal of the said Corporation, against certain provisions of the  E lectric  L ig h t and Pow er Bill, and 
praying th a t they may have leave to appear and be heard by themselves, their counsel, agents, and 
witnesses before the Select Committee on the said Bill.

T he  H onorable F . S. Grim wade presented a P etition  from the Corporation of the M ayor, Councillors, 
and Citizens of the C ity of Footscray, under the common seal of the said Corporation, praying that 
they may be heard through themselves, their counsel or agents before the Select Committee on the 
E lectric L igh t and Pow er Bill.

T he Honorable D. M elville presented a P etition  from the A. IT. Alcock E lectric  L igh t and Motive 
Pow er Company Limited, carrying on business in the city of M elbourne, under the common seal of 
the said company, praying th a t it may have leave to appear before the Select Committee on the 
E lectric  L ig h t and Pow er Bill, and be heard by its officers, counsel, agents, and witnesses against 
the said Bill or parts thereof, and in support of provisions for the protection of the petitioner in case 
the B ill pass, and th a t the  petitioner may have such other relief as should seem m eet to the Council.

T he  Honorable J .  M. D avies presented a Petition  from The N ew  A ustralian  E lectric Company 
Lim ited, carrying on business in the city of Melbourne, under the common seal of the said company, 
praying th a t it may have leave to appear and be heard by its officers, counsel, agents, and witnesses 
before the Select Committee on the E lectric  L igh t and Pow er Bill.

T he  H onorable Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T. Sargood presented a P etition  from J .  H . Maddock, styling 
h im self Chairm an of the M unicipal Conference, consisting of representatives duly appointed and 
authorized by the m unicipalities of the M ayor, Councillors, and Citizens of the cities of Melbourne, 
South M elbourne, Prahran, F itzroy, Richmond, St. Kilda, Collingwood, and Footscray ; the Mayor, 
Councillors, and Burgesses of the towns and boroughs of B righton, Essendon, F lem ing ton, 
K ensington, H aw thorn, K ew , N orth  cote, N orth  Melbourne, and P o rt M elbourne; and the President, 
Councillors, and Ratepayers of the shires of Boroondara, Caulfield, and Coburg against certain 
provisions of the E lectric  L igh t and Pow er Bill, and praying th a t such representatives may have 
leave to appear and be heard by themselves, their counsel, agents, and witnesses before the Select 
Committee on the said Bill.

Severally ordered to be referred to the Select Committee on the E lectric  L igh t and Pow er Bill.

7. E lectric  L ig h t  and  P o w er  B ill— M kmber D isch arg ed .— The Honorable H . C uthbert moved,
by leave, T h a t the Honorable S. F rase r be discharged from attendance on the Select Committee on 
the E lectric L ig h t and Pow er Bill.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

8. E l e c t r i c  L ig h t  a n d  P o w e r  B i l l — M em ber A p p o in te d .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by
leave, T h a t the Honorable D. E . M cBryde be a Member of the Select Committee on the Electric 
L ig h t and P ow er Bill.

Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.

9. M essage from H is E xcellency  th e  A dm inistrator  of th e  G o vernm ent .— T he following M essage
from H is Excellency the A dm inistrator of the Governm ent was presented by the Honorable
H . Cuthbert, and the same was read by the Honorable the President :—

J O H N  M A D D E N ,
Administrator o f  the Government. Message No. 4.

T h e  A dm inistrator of the Governm ent informs the L egislative Council th a t he has, on this 
day, a t the Law  Courts, M elbourne, given the Royal A ssent to the undermentioned A ct of the 
present Session, presented to him  by the C lerk of Parliam ents, v iz .:—

“ A n  Act 'to “provide facilities fo r  carrying out certain o f  the provisions o f  the i W ater Act 1890 ’ 
at M il dura and fo r  other purposes ”

Law  Courts,
M elbourne, 28th  A ugust, 1895.

10. A djo urnm ent .— T he Honorable D. E . M cBryde having stated his desire to move, T h a t the House do
now adjourn, six  M embers rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed.

T he Honorable D. E . M cBryde having stated that he proposed to speak on the subject of the 
supervision of all stock killed for hum an consumption, then moved, T h a t the House do now adjourn.

D ebate ensued.
Question—put and negatived.
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11. P a pe r s .— The Honorable II. C uthbert presented—
Removal of Police M agistrate.— R eturn to an Order oi the Legislative Council, dated 6th A ugust, 

1895, for a copy of all the correspondence, including the reports from Clerks of Courts and the 
Police M agistrate, in the Department of the Solicitor-G-eneral, relating to the removal of a 

' Police M agistrate from the W estern D istrict.
Cost of Collection of Iiicome T ax .—R eturn to an Order of the Legislative Council, dated 20th 

A ugust, 1895, for a Return showing the actual cost to the 30th Ju n e  last of collecting the 
Income T ax  to th a t date, under the following heads :—

(а) Preparing and printing forms.
(б) Distribution of forms.
(c) Salaries of officers and clerical assistance.
(d) A ny other expenses.

The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several A cts of Parliam ent, were laid upon the 
Table by the Clerk :—

W ater A ct 1890.— Macorna N orth  Irrigation and W ater Supply T rust— Graduated R ate.
Regulation. No. 2 (D raft Form ).

Public Service A ct 1890.— A lteration of Regulations.

12. D is c h a r g e  o f  O rder; o f  t h e  D a y .— On the motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert the following
Order of the D ay was read and discharged:—

Public and Bank Holidays B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Ordered— T h at the said Bill be w ithdraw n.

13. P r in t e r s  a n d  N e w sp a p e r s  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having
been read— the Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h at this Bill be now read a second time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported tha t the Committee had gone 

through the Bill and agreed to the same w ith amendments.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T hat the Report from the Committee of the whole be 

taken into consideration this day.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable H. Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of 

the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable H. Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and passed. 
The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the following be the title  of the B i l l :—

“ A n  A ct to amend the ‘‘Printers and Newspapers Act 1890/ ”
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at the Bill be transm itted to the Legislative Assem bly w ith a Message desiring their 

concurrence therein.

14. U surious M oney-len d e r s .— T he Honorable D. Melville moved, pursuant to amended notice, T hat a
Select Committee be appointed to inquire into and report upon the monetary transactions of Mr. 
David H enry and other usurious money-lenders, and generally to inquire into and report upon similar 
transactions ; such Committee to consist of the Honorables J .  Bell, Dr. W. H. Embling, S. Fraser,
D. E . M cBryde, E . Miller, A . 0 . Sachse, N . Thornley, S. Williamson, and the Mover, with 
power to send for persons, papers, and records, and to move from place to p lace ; three to be the 
quorum.

; Debate ensued.
The Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, T hat the debate be now adjourned.
Question— T h at the debate be now adjourned—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, 17th September instant.

■ 15. Companies A ct A mendment B il l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this B ill
having been read— the Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, T hat this Bill be now read a second time. 

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Honorable J .  M, Davies moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

> " And, on the further motion of the Honorable J . M. Davies, the President left the Chair, and the Council
3 resolved itself into Committee.

T h e  President resumed the C h a ir; and the Honorable F . Brown having reported th a t the Committee 
1 had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the

Report to be taken into consideration this day.
On the motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of 

the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable J .  M. Davies, the Bill was read a third time and passed.

6 T he Honorable J .  M. Davies moved, T hat the following be the title of the B ill:—
“ A n Act to amend the ‘ Companies Act Amendment Act 1892.” ’

e Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
!, Ordered—T h at the Bill be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly w ith a Message desiring their

concurrence therein.



16. P o stpo nem ent  o f  Orders  of th e  D ay .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the  following Orders
of the D ay be postponed until Tuesday n e x t :—

Uniform Customs Tariffs— Resum ption of debate on the question— That, in the opinion o f  this 
House, proposals should be made by the Victorian Government to the Premiers o f  the other 
Australian Colonies inviting them to appoint delegates to a Convention, with fu l l  powers to 
arrange and assimilate the various Customs Tariffs o f  the colonies.

Licensing A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Dairies Supervision B il l— Second reading.
Intestates’ Estates B ill— Second reading.
Agricultural Colleges A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.

17. A djo u r n m e n t .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Council, at its rising, adjourn
until Tuesday nex t.

D ebate ensued.
Question— pu t and resolved in  the  affirmative.

A nd then  the Council, a t eight m inutes past nine o’clock, adjourned un til Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 15.

TUESDAY, 10t h  SEPTEMBER, 1895.
Government Business.

N otice of M otion  :—

1. T h e  H on. H . Cu t h b e r t  : To move, T h a t he have leave to bring in a B ill to suppress betting  in 
th e  public streets.

Or d e r  of t h e  D ay :—
1. L ocal G o vernm ent  (M u n ic ip a l  E l ec tio n s) B il l — To be fu rther considered in Committee.

General Business.
N o tices of M otion  :—

1. T h e  H on. J .  B ell  : T o move, T h a t those portions of the resolutions passed by the Council on the
27th A ugust last, re la ting  to th e  E lectric  L ig h t and Pow er B ill, d irecting th a t the Corporation of 
th e  C ity  of M elbourne and the M etropolitan Gas Company have leave to be heard before the Select 
Com m ittee on the said B ill by counsel, be read and rescinded.

2. T he H on. F . S. G rim w a d e  : T o move, T h a t the prayer of the P etitions of the M ayor, Councillors,
and C itizens of the  C ity of F itzroy , and of the  M ayor, Councillors, and Citizens of the C ity of 
Footscrav  be granted , and th a t the petitioners have leave to appear by their officers, counsel, agents, 
and w itnesses before the  Select Com m ittee on the E lectric  L ig h t and P ow er Bill.

Or d e r s  of t h e  D ay :—
1. U nifo rm  Custom s T a r if f s .— Resumption o f  debate on the question— T h a t, in the opinion of th is House,

proposals should be made by the  V ictorian G overnm ent to the Prem iers of the other A ustralian  
Colonies inv iting  them  to appoint delegates to a Convention, w ith  full pow ers to arrange and 
assim ilate the  various Customs Tariffs of the  colonies.

2. L icensing - A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l— T o be fu rther considered in Committee.
3. D a ir ie s  S u p e r v isio n  B il l — S econd reading.
4. I n t e st a t e s’ E st a t e s  B ill— Second reading.
5. A g r ic u l t u r a l  C olleg es  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B ill— S econd reading.

TUESDAY, 17t h  SEPTEMBER.
General Business.

Or d e r  o f  t h e  D ay  :—
1. U surio us  M o n e y -l e n d e r s .— Resumption o f  debate on the question— T h at a Select Committee be 

appointed to inquire into and report upon the m onetary transactions of M r. David H enry and other 
usurious money-lenders, and generally  to inquire into and report upon sim ilar transactions ; such 
Com m ittee to consist of the  H onorables J .  B ell, D r. W . H . Enabling, S. F raser, D. E . M cBryde, 
E . M iller, A . O. Sachse, N . Thornley, S. W illiamson, and the Mover, w ith  power to send for persons, 
papers, and records, and to move from place to place ; three to be the  quorum.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.
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No. 16.

MINOTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 10t h  SEPTEMBER, 1895.
1. T he Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. T h e  P resident took the Chair.

3. T he  President read the P rayer.

4. R etu r n  to W r it .— T he P resident announced th a t there had been returned to him  the W rit he had
issued for the election of a Member to serve for the Melbourne Province, in the place of the 
H onorable George Selth Coppin, whose seat became vacant by effluxion of time ; and by the 
indorsement on such W rit it appeared th a t Sir A rthu r Snowden, K .B ., had been elected in pursuance 
thereof.

5. S w e a r in g -in  OF M em bers.— T he Honorables Joseph  M ajor P ra t t  and Sir A rthu r Snowden, K .B .,
being severally introduced, took and subscribed the oath required by law, and severally delivered to  
the  C lerk the Declaration required by the th irty-seventh section of the A ct No. 1075, as hereunder 
set fo r th :—

“ In  compliance w ith  the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I , J oseph  M ajo r  
P ratt , do declare and testify that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of free
hold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenem ents in the colony of Victoria of the yearly value 
of One hundred and seventy-five pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, 
other than  any public or parliam entary ta x  or municipal or other rate or assessment ; and 
further, th a t such lands or tenements are situated in the m unicipal d istrict of Melbourne, and are 
known as all th a t piece of land containing th irty -six  perches and three-tenths of a perch or there
abouts, being part of Crown allotm ent four, section fourteen, city of Melbourne, parish of N orth  
M elbourne, a t  E ast M elbourne, county of Bourke.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenem ents as are situate in the m uni
cipal district of M elbourne are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One 
hundred and seventy-five pounds sterling, and th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate 
in  the  m unicipal district of Melbourne are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value 
of One hundred and seventy-five pounds sterling.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenem ents, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ J .  M . P R A T T .”

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A ct 54 V ictoria, No. 1075, I , A r t h u r  
S n o w d e n , of 433 L ittle  Collins-street, in the city of Melbourne, barrister and solicitor, and 
of Saint H ellier’s-street, Abbotsford, do declare and testify th a t I  am legally or equitably 
seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in 
the  colony of V ictoria of the yearly value of One hundred and six pounds above all charges and 
incumbrances affecting the same, other than any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or o ther 
ra te  or assessm ent; and fu rther, th a t such lands or tenements are situated in  the municipal district 
of Collingwood, and are known as the villa residence called * St. H elliers,’ situate in St. Hellieffs- 
street, Abbotsford, in the said municipal district, and grounds attached thereto, forming my residence,, 
such lands having a frontage of two hundred and forty feet to St. H ellier’s-street by a depth of 
about three hundred feet.

“ A nd I  fu rther declare th a t the said lands or tenements are situate in  the municipal 
d istrict of Collingwood, are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One 
hundred and six  pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare that I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenem ents, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ A R T H U R  SN O W D E N .”



6. P a p e r s .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert presented, by command of H is Excellency the A dm inistrator
of the Governm ent—

S tatistical R egister o f the  Colony of V ictoria for the  year 1894.— P a rt I H .—Population.
Ordered to lie on the Table. *
T he following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several A cts of Parliam ent, were laid upon the 

Table by the C lerk :—
General Regulations respecting Public A ccounts.— Transfers under section 32 of A ct No. 1066.
R eport of the Council of Defence.
Land A ct 1890.— Schedule of Swam p Leases containing Special Conditions.
E xhibition  T rustees.— R eport of Proceedings and S tatem ent of Incom e and E xpenditure  for the 

year ended 30th June, 1895.
Victorian R ailw ays—

R eport of the V ictorian Railways Commissioners for the year ending 30th June , 1895. 
R etu rn  of Special Goods R ates for year ending 30th June, 1895.

7. S treet  B etting  S uppr essio n  B il l . —T h e H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T ha t he have leave to
bring in a Bill to suppress B etting  in Streets.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t the  H onorable H . C uthbert do prepare and bring in the  Bill.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert then  brought up a B ill intituled “ A  B ill to suppress Betting in S treets” 

and moved, T h a t it  be now read a first time.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 

a second time on Tuesday nex t.

8. R etir em en t  of th e  H o norable  G. S. C o p p in .— T he President announced th a t he had received
the  following le tter from the  Honorable G. S. Coppin, w hich he read, as follows :—

“ P ine G rove,”
Richm ond, 10th Septem ber, 1895.

T he Hon. Sir W illiam  A ustin  Zeal, K .C .M .G ., •
P resident of the Legislative Council.

Sir,
In  saying farew ell to parliam entary  life, I  desire to thank  you, M r. P resident, honorable 

M embers of the L egislative Council, and the officers of the House, for the  courtesy I  have always 
received ; a t the  same tim e I  hope to be excused for m aking a few rem arks upon my political 
career.

W hen I  was first elected to the L egislative Council, 37 years ago, I  had to face a very strong 
prejudice against an actor being returned to Parliam ent, more particularly  a comedian, to the U pper 
House. I t  was argued tha t such innovation ought not to be countenanced. T ak ing  into con
sideration the number of times th a t I  have been elected to represent the city  of M elbourne in the 
Legislative A ssem bly— and the presentation of my late seat in  the Legislative Council w ithout 
opposition— I  may safely assume th a t I  have outlived a very un just prejudice ; w hich may be 
accepted in the same ligh t as the honours lately conferred upon tw o London m anagers by H er Most 
Gracious M ajesty the Queen, as a most gratify ing  recognition of the dram atic profession.

My first election to the  L egislative Council was for ten  years, in 1858. A t the term ination 
of five years I  resigned my seat for the purpose of visiting  Am erica, w ith  the satisfaction of feeling 
th a t I  had not been an idle member of Parliam ent, hav ing  introduced T orrens’ A ct for the T ransfer 
of Real P roperty , the  Post Office Savings B ank Bill, w ith  others of less im portance.

In  retiring from the L egislative Council it is a very melancholy reflection th a t I  am the only 
surviving member of the House as constituted during the five years I  represented the South-W estern 
Province, from 1858 to 1863— all dead. T he  U sher and six  messengers, the officers of the P a rlia 
m entary L ibrary— all dead. T he C lerk of P arliam ents and three clerks retired upon pensions, at 
a time they were as capable of carrying out the duties of their office as ever they  were.

In  my retirem ent it is pleasant to feel th a t by devoting 37 years of my life to public affairs 
I  have done my duty to my adopted country. I  have been true and dependable to the political 
party  w ith w hich I  have been associated, and faithfully  carried out the principles I  have advocated 
a t my elections as a conservative liberal.

I  regret th a t I  shall not share in the honour of assisting  to pass a B ill for the  Federation  of 
th e  A ustralian Colonies.

In  leaving the present House it  is gratify ing to know  th a t it is a g reat im provem ent upon 
th e  one I  first entered—-vastly increased in popularity and influence— because it  is more thoroughly 
representative, held in g reat esteem throughout the colony, and ju stly  looked up to as the safety- 
valve of our parliam entary machinery.

T rusting  th a t you may long continue to hold the high position of P resident, and th a t the 
L egislative Council may shortly enjoy an extension of privileges,

I  have the honour to rem ain, Sir,
T our obedient servant,

G E O . C O P P IN .

9. P ostponem ent  of Or d e r  of t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Order of
the D ay be postponed until Tuesday, 24th  Septem ber instan t :—

Local Government (M unicipal Elections) B ill— To be fu rth er  considered in Committee.

10. P arliam en tar y  S tanding  C omm ittee  on R a il w a y s .— T he H onorable II . C uthbert moved, by
leave, T h a t the  Honorable Edw ard Morey be appointed a M em ber of the Parliam entary  S tanding 
Committee on R ailw ays.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.



11. S w e a r in g -in  o f  M e m b e r .— T he H onorable George Simmie, being introduced, took and subscribed
the oath required by law , and delivered to the  C lerk the D eclaration required by the th irty -seventh  
section of the A ct No. 1075, as hereunder set f o r th :—

“ In  compliance w ith  the provisions of the A c t 54 V ictoria, No. 1075, I , G eo r g e  S im m ie , 
of Cornelia Creek, do declare and testify  th a t I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an 
estate of freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenem ents in the colony of V ictoria of 
the yearly value of One hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, 
other than  any public oi parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, 
th a t such lands or tenem ents are situated in the m unicipal district of Echuca Shire, and are known 
as ‘ Cornelia C reek.’

A nd I  further declare th a t such of the  said lands or tenem ents as are situate in the 
miiiiicipal d istrict of E chuca Shire are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of 
One thousand pounds.

“ I  fu rther declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenem ents, or any part thereof, for the  purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a M ember of the  Legislative Council.

“  G. S IM M IE .”

12. E le c t r ic  L ig h t  a n d  P o w e r  B i l l .— R e s o l u t io n s  R e s c in d e d .— T he Honorable J .  B ell moved,
T h a t those portions of the resolutions passed by the Council on the 27th A ugust last, relating to 
the E lectric L igh t and Pow er B ill, directing th a t the Corporation of the  C ity of M elbourne and 
the M etropolitan Gas Company have leave to be heard before the Select Committee on the said 
B ill by counsel, be read and rescinded.

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

13. E l e c t r ic  L ig h t  a n d  P o w e r  B i l l .— P o w e r  to  h e a r  C o u n s e l .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert
moved, by leave, T h a t all Petitions presented to  th is H ouse relating  to the E lectric  L ig h t and 
Pow er B ill be referred to the  Select Committee on the Bill, and th a t the Committee have power to
hear counsel (to such ex ten t as they  shall th ink  fit) on behalf of such petitioners.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

14. P o st p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r  o f t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the  following Order
of the Day be postponed until Tuesday, 24th  Septem ber instan t :—

Uniform Customs Tariffs— Resum ption of debate on the  question— That, in the opinion o f  this 
House, proposals should be made by the Victorian Government to the Premiers o f  the other
Australian Colonies inviting them to appoint delegates to a Convention, with fu l l  powers to
arrange and assimilate the various Customs Tariffs o f  the colonies.

15. L ic e n s in g  A ct 1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he Order of the  D ay for the further consideration of this
B ill in Committee of the  whole having been read— the  P resident left the Chair, and the  Council 
resolved itself into Committee.

The P resident resumed the Chair; and the H onorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Committee had made 
progress in the  Bill, and that he was directed to move, T h a t the  Committee may have leave to sit 
again.

Resolved— T h a t the  Council will, on Tuesday nex t, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

16. P o st po n e m e n t  of O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the  consideration of the  following Orders
of the D ay be postponed until Tuesday nex t :—

Dairies Supervision B il l— Second reading.
Intestates’ Estates B il l-S e c o n d  reading.
Agricultural Colleges A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.

17. A d jo u r n m e n t .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Council, at its rising, adjourn
until T uesday nex t.

Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.

And then the Council, a t forty-one m inutes past six  o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 16.

TUESDAY, 17t h  SEPTEMBER, 1895.
Questions.

1. T h e  H on. J .  H . C onnor  : To call the  atten tion  of the  H onorable th e  Solicitor-G eneral to  the  desir
ab ility  of prospecting  the  country  betw een Rokew ood and Cressy, and thence to Colac and Apollo 
B ay, for gold and c o a l ; and to ask  w hat action, if any, the  G overnm ent in tend  to take  in the 
m atter.

2. T he-H on. C. J .  H am : T o  ask  th e  H onorable th e  Solicitor-G eneral if his a tten tion  has been called to
an artic le  in  the  Investors’ Review , in  w hich  it  is stated, in th e  m atter o f the application of 
J .  B . D avies for a  certificate in  insolvency, “ T h a t th e  tenor of the  Ju d g e ’s rem arks w as know n in 
M elbourne on F rid ay  afternoon, and the  G overnm ent in stan tly  determined to pun ish  him  by knocking 
£ 2 5 0  off h is salary for daring to be honest and ind ep en d en t” ; and to inquire if th e  Governm ent 
propose to tak e  any action in the  m atter.

Government Business.
Or d e r  of t h e  D ay  :—

1. S t r e e t  B e tting - S u p p r e s s io n  B il l — S econd reading.

General Business.
N otice  of M o tio n  :—

1. T h e  H on. T . D . W a n l iss  : T o  move, T h a t the carriage by the R ailw ay  D epartm en t of m anufactured 
articles from  M elbourne to  th e  in terio r a t considerably less rates than  those charged  for th e  carriage 
of the  raw  m ateria ls of industry  is—

1. U n fa ir to  th e  in land m anufacturers of such articles ;
2. T ends to discourage industria l enterprise in  th e  in terior of the  colony ; and
3. Should, as soon as possible, be discontinued by the R ailw ay D epartm ent.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. U surio us  M o n e y -l e n d e r s .— Resumption o f  debate on the question— T h a t a Select Com m ittee be

appointed  to inquire  in to  and repo rt upon th e  m onetary transactions of M r. D avid  H enry  and other 
usurious m oney-lenders, and generally  to inquire into and report upon sim ilar transactions ; such 
Com m ittee to consist of the  H onorables J .  B ell, D r. W . H . E m bling, S. F raser, D . E . M cBryde,
E . M iller, A . O. Sachse, N . T horn ley , S. W illiam son, and the  M over, w ith  pow er to  send for persons, 
papers, and records, and to move from  place to  place ; th ree  to be th e  quorum.

2. L ic e n sin g  A ct 1890 A m end m ent  B il l — T o be fu rther considered in Committee.
3. D a ir ie s  S u p e r v is io n  B il l — S econd reading.
4. I n t e st a t e s ’ E st a t e s  B il l— S econd reading.
5. A g r ic u l t u r a l  C o lleg es A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B ill— Second reading.

TUESDAY, 2 4 t h  SEPTEMBER.
Government Business.

Or d e r  of t h e  D ay  :—
1. L ocal G o vernm ent  (M u n ic ip a l  E l ec tio n s)  B il l — T o be fu rth e r considered in Committee.

General Business.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D ay  :—-

1. U n ifo r m  Custom s  T a r if f s .— Resumption o f  debate on the question— T h at, in  the  opinion of th is House, 
proposals should be m ad e .b y  the  V ictorian  G overnm ent to the Prem iers of the  other A ustra lian  
Colonies inv iting  them  to appoint delegates to  a Convention, w ith  full pow ers to arrange and 
assim ilate the  various Custom s Tariffs of the  colonies.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.



MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Tuesday, Yltli September.

R e fr e sh m e n t  R ooms ( J o int) — at half-past three o’clock.

Wednesday, 18th September.
E lectric  L ig h t  a n d  P o w er  B ill— at half-past tw o o’clock.
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No. 17.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 17t h  SEPTEMBER, 1895.
1. T he Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. T he P resident took the Chair.

3. The President read the P rayer.

4. R e t u r n  t o  W r i t .— T he P resident announced th a t there had been returned to him the W rit he had
issued for the election of a M ember to serve for the South Y arra  Province in the place of the 
Honorable Jo h n  M ark Davies, whose seat became vacant by effluxion of time ; and by the indorse
m ent on such W rit it appeared th a t George Godfrey had been elected in pursuance thereof.

5. S w earing -in  of M em bers .— The Honorables Charles Sargeant and George Godfrey, being severally
introduced, took and subscribed the oath required by law, and severally delivered to the Clerk the 
Declaration required by the th irty-seventh  section of the A ct No. 1075, as hereunder set forth <—

“ In  compliance w ith the provisions of the A c t 54 Victoria, No. 1075 ,1, Charles S arg eant , 
do declare and testify th a t 1 am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of freehold for 
my own use and benefit in lands or tenem ents in the colony of V ictoria of the yearly value of One 
hundred and seven pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other than any 
public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessm ent; and further, tha t such lands 
or tenem ents are situated in the municipal districts of W arragul and Woorayl, and are known as 
to the said m unicipal district of W arragul, as part of allotm ent one hundred and two, parish of 
Drouin E ast, county of Buln Buln, containing seventy-five acres thirty-one perches, and as to the 
said municipal district of W oorayl, allotm ents thirty-four, thirty-five, and th irty -six , on plan of sub
division No. 1374, and being part of Crown allotm ent th irty -eigh t, parish of Mirboo, county of. 
B uln Buln.

“  A nd I  further declare th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal 
district of W arragul are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of One hundred 
and one pounds ; and th a t such of the said lands or tenements as are situate in the municipal district 
of W oorayl are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Six pounds.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenem ents, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a M em ber of the Legislative Council.

“ C H A R L E S  S A R G E A N T .”

“ In  compliance w ith  the provisions of the A ct 54 Victoria, No. 1075, I , G eorge Godfrey, 
do declare and testify  that I  am legally or equitably seised of or entitled to an estate of 
freehold for my own use and benefit in lands or tenements in the colony of Victoria of the yearly 
value of One hundred pounds above all charges and incumbrances affecting the same, other 
than any public or parliam entary tax  or municipal or other rate or assessment ; and further, 
th a t such lands or tenements are situated in the municipal district of St. Kilda, and are known as 
all th a t piece of land being part of Crown portion 68a , parish of P rahran , at St. Kilda, county of 
Bourke, and situate in H igh-street, St. Kilda.

“ A nd I  further declare th a t the said lands or tenements are situate in the municipal' 
district of St. K ilda, and are rated in the rate-book of such district upon a yearly value of Two 
hundred pounds.

“ And I  further declare th a t I  have not collusively or colorably obtained a title  to or become 
possessed of the said lands or tenements, or any part thereof, for the purpose of enabling me to be 
returned a Member of the Legislative Council.

“ GEO. G O D F R E Y .”



6. P e t it io n .— T he Honorable L ieut.-C ol. Sir F . T . Sargood presented a Petition  from J .  Jo h n  H ailey , styling
him self Secretary of the  E xecu tive Com m ittee of the C ongregational U nion of V ictoria, praying th a t 
the Council would pass the S tree t B ettin g  Suppression B ill w ith  as little  delay as possible.

Ordered to lie on th e  Table, and to be referred to the Com m ittee of the whole on the S tree t B etting  
Suppression Bill. ..... .. .. .

7. P a p e r .— T he following P aper, pursuant to the  directions of an  A c t of P arliam ent, was laid upon the
T able  by the C lerk:—  ,

W ater A c t 1890.— Y atchaw  Irriga tion  and W ater Supply  T ru s t— Loan.

8. M essage from  th e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— T he P resid en t announced the receipt of the  following
M essage from  the L egislative A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e s id e n t —

T he L egislative A ssem bly transm it to the  L egisla tive Council a B ill intitu led  “ A n  A ct to 
authorize Advances to be made to certain M unicipalities” w ith  w hich they desire the  concurrence of 
the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 10th Septem ber, 1895.

9. M u n ic ip a l it ie s ’ A dv a n c e s  B il l .— T h e  H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  B ill transm itted  by
th e  foregoing M essage, in titu led  “ A n  A ct to authorize Advances to be made to certain M unicipalities,” 
be now read a first time.

Question p u t and resolved in the affirm ative.— B ill read a first tim e, ordered to be printed, and read a 
second time on T uesday  nex t.

10. P r in t in g  C o m m ittee .— T he H onorable H . C u thbert moved, by leave, T h a t the  Honorables C.
Sargeant and T . D. W anliss be M em bers of the  P rin tin g  Committee.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

11. R e f r e sh m e n t  R ooms C o m m it t e e .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the
H onorable E . M orey be a M em ber o f the Jo in t Com m ittee to m anage the R efreshm ent Rooms. 

Q uestion—p u t and resolved in the affirmative.

12. S t a n d in g  O r d e r s  Co m m ittee .— T he H onorable H . C u thbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Honorable
W . I. W in ter-Irv ing  be a M em ber of the S tanding  Orders Committee.

Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.

13. S tr e e t  B etting  S u p p r e ssio n  B il l . — T he O rder of the D ay for the  second read ing  of th is B ill
hav ing  been read — the H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a second time. 

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the  affirm ative.— B ill read a second tim e.
T h e  H onorable H. C u thbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now com m itted to  a Com m ittee of th e  whole. 
Q uestion— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.
A nd , on the fu rther motion of the H onorable H . C u thbert, the P residen t le ft the  C hair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
T h e  P residen t resum ed the C hair ; and the H onorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Com m ittee had made 

progress in the Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Com m ittee may have leave to sit 
again.

R esolved— T h a t the  Council will, on T uesday next, again resolve itself into th e  said Committee.

14. R a il w a y  R a t e s .— 1 he H onorable T . D. W anliss moved, T h a t the carriage by the R ailw ay D epart
m ent of m anufactured articles from M elbourne to the  in terior a t considerably less rates than those 
charged for the carriage of the  raw  m aterials of industry  is—

1. U nfair to the  inland m anufacturers of such articles ;
2. T ends to discourage industria l enterprise in the  in terior of the colony ; and
3. Should, as soon as possible, be discontinued by the R ailw ay D epartm ent.

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and negatived.

15. U surio us  M o n e y -l e n d e r s .— T he O rder o f the  D ay for the resum ption of the debate on the question,
T h a t a Select Com m ittee be appointed to inquire into and report upon the m onetary transactions of
MY D avid H enry and o ther usurious m oney-lenders, and generally  to inquire into and report upon 
sim ilar transactions ; such Com m ittee to consist of the  H onorables J .  B ell, D r. W . II. Em bling,
S. F raser, D. E . M cBryde, E . M iller, A . O. Sachse, N . T hornley , S. W illiam son, and the Mover, 
w ith  power to send for persons, papers, and records, and to move from place to place ; three to be 
th e  quorum— having been read—

Question— pu t and resolved in the affirmative,

16. L ic e n sin g  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l .-— JThe O rder of the  D ay for the  fu rth er consideration of this
B ill in Com m ittee of the  whole having  been read— the  P resid en t left the  Chair, and the  Council 
resolved itself into Committee.

T he  P residen t resum ed the C hair; and the H onorable F . B row n reported th a t the Com m ittee had made 
progress in  the  B ill, and that he was directed to move, T h a t the Com m ittee m ay have leave to sit 
again.

Resolved— T h a t the  Council will, on T uesday nex t, again resolve itself into the said Committee.



17. M essag e  from  th e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem blt .— T he P residen t announced the receipt o f the following
M essage from the L egislative Assem bly :—  ®

M r . P r e sid en t—

T he Legislative A ssem bly transm it to  the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n  A ct to 
confirm a Scheme o f  Arrangement between Goldsbrough M ort and  Company Lim ited its Debenture- 
holders and Contributories,” w ith  w hich th ey  desire the  concurrence of the  Legislative Council.

t  • i *• a  F .  C. M A S O N ,
Leg.slatav® A ssem bly D eputy Speaker.

M elbourne, 17th Septem ber, 1895.

18. G oldsbro ug h  M ort a n d  Company  L im ited  A rrang em ent  B il l .— T he Honorable L ieut.-Col. Sir
F . T . Sargood moved, by leave, T h a t the  S tanding O rders re la ting  to P riva te  Bills be suspended so 
as to perm it the B ill intitu led  “  A n  A ct to confirm a Scheme o f  Arrangement between Goldsbrough M ort 
and Company Lim ited its Debenture-holders and Contributories ” to be read a first time this day. 

Q uestion—pu t and resolved in the affirmative.

T he  H onorable L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t th e  B ill transm itted  by the foregoing 
M essage, in titu led  “ A n  A ct to confirm a Scheme o f  Arrangement between Goldsbrough M ort and 
Company Lim ited its Debenture-holders and Contributories ” be now read a  first time.

Question— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first tim e, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second tim e on Tuesday next.

19. P o stpo nem ent  of Or d e r s  of t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t th e  consideration of the  following Orders
of the D ay be postponed until T uesday n ex t :—  °

Dairies Supervision B ill— Second reading.
Intestates' Estates B ill— Second reading.
Agricultural Colleges A c t 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.

20. A djo u r n m e n t .— T h e H onorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Council, at its  rising, adiourn
until T uesday n ex t. *

Q uestion— p u t and resolved in the  affirmative.

And then  the Council, a t one m inute past eleven o’clock, adjourned un til Tuesday nex t.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 17.

TUESDAY, 24t h  SEPTEMBER, 1895.
Government Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. S t r e e t  B e t t i n g  S u p p r e s s io n  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.
2. M u n ic ip a l it ie s ’ A d v a n c e s  B iL l— Second reading.
3. L ocal G o vernm ent  (M u n ic ip a l  E l e c t io n s)  B il l — T o be fu rth er considered in Committee.

General Business.
N o tices of  M o t io n :—

1. T h e  H on. A . O. S a c h s e  : To m ove—

(1) T h a t, in  the  opinion of th is H ouse, an E lec tric  L ig h t and  P ow er T ru s t should be constitu ted , 
p referably  upon the  lines of th e  M elbourne T ram w ays T rust, for th e  following objects :—

(a) T o  acquire by purchase all p lan t, stock, and goodw ill of all electric lig h t and pow er 
companies or bodies and o ther lig h tin g  companies in  the c ity  of M elbourne, its 
contiguous cities and suburbs ;

(b) T o  estab lish  and regu la te  the  electric ligh ting  of th e  said cities and. suburbs, and to 
have pow er to lease or license such lig h tin g  to  one or more companies to be form ed 
for th e  purpose ;

(c) T o  borrow  and pay  moneys for th e  above purposes, and to establish a sinking fund to
provide for depreciation in value of plant, goodwill, &c.

(2) T h a t  it  be an  instruction  to  the  Select Com m ittee upon th e  E lec tric  L ig h t and P ow er B ill to
collect inform ation and evidence upon th e  feasib ility  of the  above scheme and to report thereon 
to  th is  H ouse.

2. T he  H on. D . M e l v il l e  : T o  move, T h a t, in th e  opinion of th is  H ouse, and  w ith  the  v iew  of securing
a w ider selection o f experienced  represen tatives for th is  Cham ber—

(1) T h e  presen t p roperty  qualification of M em bers should be reduced to £ 5 0 0  real estate, and 
the  assessm ent to  £ 5 0  per annum, and any M em ber having  been tw ice elected should 
no t be required  to declare as to  property .

(2 ) T h a t the  deposit money on nom ination should be fixed a t £50 .
(3) T h a t  a re-arrangem ent of some of the  Provinces should be effected to secure a more equal

represen tation  of the  voters.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. U nifo rm  Custom s T a r if f s .— jResumption o f  debate on the question— T h at, in  the  opinion of th is House,
proposals should be m ade by th e  V ictorian  G overnm ent to the P rem iers of th e  other A ustra lian  
Colonies inv iting  them  to appo in t delegates to  a Convention, w ith  full pow ers to arrange and 
assim ilate th e  various Custom s Tariffs of the  colonies.

2. L ic e n sin g  A ct 1890 A m en d m en t  B il l — T o be fu rth e r considered in Committee.
3. G oldsbro ug h  M ort a n d  C om pany  L im it e d  A rra ng em en t  B il l — S econd reading.
4. D a ir ie s  S u p e r v is io n  B il l — S econd reading.
5. I n t e st a t e s’ E st a t e s  B il l— S econd reading.
6. A g r ic u l t u r a l  C o lleg es  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B ill— Second reading.

G E O E G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Tuesday, 24 th September.

U s u r io u s  M o n e y -l e n d e r s — a t th ree  o’c lo ck .
R e f r e s h m e n t  R o o m s  ( J o in t ) — a t h a lf-p a st th ree  o’c lock .

Wednesday, 25th September.
E l e c t r ic  L ig h t  a n d  P o w e r  B il l — a t th ree  o 'c lock .
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No. 18.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
O F  T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 24t h  SEPTEMBER, 1895.

1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment-

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the P rayer.

4. P apers .— The Honorable H . C uthbert presented, by command of H is Excellency the A dm inistrator
of the Government—

T he R ailw ay Inquiry  Board.— R eport of the Board appointed by H is Excellency the Governor 
in Council to inquire into the W orking and M anagem ent of the V ictorian Railways. 

S tatistical Register of the Colony of V ictoria for the year 1894.— P a rt IV .—Accumulation. 
Severally ordered to lie on the Table.

5. G oldsbrough M ort and  Company L imited A rrangement B il l .— The Order of the Day for the
second reading of this B ill having been read— the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood 
produced a receipt th a t the  sum of £20  had been paid into the hands of the T reasurer of the colony, 
and moved, T h a t this Bill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in  the affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
T he Honorable Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T . Sargood moved, by leave, T h a t this B ill be now committed to 

a Committee of the whole.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood, the President left the 

Chair, and the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee had gone 

through the B ill and agreed to the same w ith amendments.
The Honorable Lieut-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood moved, by leave, T hat the Standing Orders relating to 

P rivate  Bills be suspended, so as to allow this B ill to pass through its remaining stages this day. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood moved, T hat the Report from the Committee of the 

whole be taken into consideration this day.
Question-—put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood, the Council adopted the Report from 

the Committee of the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T . Sargood, the B ill was read a third 

time and passed.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood moved, T hat the following be the title  of the B i l l :—

uA n  Act to confirm a Scheme o f  Arrangement between Goldsbrough Mort and Company Limited  
its Debenture-holders and Contributories

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at the B ill be returned to the Legislative Assembly w ith a Message acquainting 

them  th a t the Legislative Council have agreed to the same w ith  amendments, and requesting their 
concurrence therein.



6. S t r e e t  B e t t in g - S u p p r e s s i o n  B i l l .— T he Order of thei Day for the further consideration of this B ill
in Committee of the  whole having been read— the President left the Chair, and the Council resolved 
itself into Committee.

The President resumed the C h a ir ; and the H onorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Committee 
had made progress in the B ill,, and., that ..he was directed- to move, T h a t the Committee may have 
leave to sit again.

Resolved— T hat the Council will, on Tuesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

7. M u n i c i p a l i t i e s ’ A d v a n c e s  B i l l .— T he Order of t h e .D ay for the second reading of this Bill having
been read—the Honorable PI. C uthbert moved, T h a t this Bill be now read a second time.

D ebate ensued.
The Honorable A . W ynne moved, T h a t the debate be now adjourned.
D ebate continued.
Question— T h a t the debate be now adjourned— put and negatived,.
D ebate further continued.
Question— T h at th is B ill be now read a second tim e— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read 

a second time.
The H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Q uestion—put and resolved in the affirmative.
A nd, on the further motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert, the President left the  Chair, and the Council 

resolved itse lf into Committee.
T he P resident resumed the C h a ir; and the H onorable F . B row n reported th a t the Committee had 

made progress in the  Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Committee may have leave 
to sit again.

Resolved— T h a t the Council will, on Tuesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

8. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced the receipt of the  following
M essage from the L egislative Assem bly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assem bly return  to the Legislative Council the B ill in tituled “ A n  Act to 
confirm a Scheme o f  Arrangement between Golclsbrough Mort and Company Limited its Debenture- 
holders and Contributories,” and acquaint the  L egislative Council th a t the Legislative Assem bly have 
agreed to the amendments made in  such B ill by the  Legislative Council-

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 24th  September, 1895.

9 . P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders of
the D ay be postponed until T uesday n e x t :—

Local Government (Municipal Elections) B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Uniform Customs Tariffs .■—Resum ption of debate on the question— That, in the opinion o f this 

House, proposals should be made by the Victorian Government to the Premiers o f  the other 
Australian Colonies inviting them to appoint delegates to a Convention, with fu l l  powers to 
arrange and assimilate the various Customs Tariffs o f  the. colonies.

Licensing A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Dairies Supervision B ill— Second reading.
Intestates’ Estates B ill— Second reading.
Agricultural Colleges A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.

10. A d j o u r n m e n t .— T he H onorable PI. C uthbert moved, b y  leave, T h a t the  Council, a t its rising, adjourn
until Tuesday next.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

A nd then the Council, at fifty-one m inutes past nine o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 18.

TUESDAY, 1s t  OCTOBER, 1895.
Government Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. S t r e e t  B e t t i n g  S u p p r e ss io n  B i l l — T o be further considered in Committee.
2. M u n ic ip a l it ie s’ A d v a n c e s  B ill— To be fu rther considered in Committee.
3. L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  (M u n ic ip a l E l e c t i o n s )  B i l l — T o be further considered in Committee.

General Business.

N otices o f  M o tio n :—
1. T he  H on. A . 0 .  Sachse : To move—

(1) T hat, in  th e  opinion of th is H ouse, an E lectric  L ig h t and P ow er T ru s t should be constituted, 
p referably upon the  lines of th e  M elbourne T ram w ays T rust, for th e  following objects :—

(a) T o  acquire by purchase all p lant, stock, and goodwill of all electric lig h t and power 
companies or bodies and other ligh ting  companies in  the city  of Melbourne, its 
contiguous cities and suburbs ;

(b) T o  establish  and regulate the  electric lighting  of the  said cities and suburbs, and to 
have pow er to lease or license such ligh ting  to one or more companies to be formed 
for the  p u rp o se ;

(c) T o  borrow  and pay moneys for the  above purposes, and to establish a sinking fund to
provide for depreciation in value of plant, goodwill, &c.

(2) T h a t it  be an  instruction to  the Select Com m ittee upon the E lectric  L ig h t and Pow er B ill to 
collect inform ation and evidence upon the feasibility of the above scheme and to report thereon 
to th is  House.

2. T he H on. D . M e l v il l e  : T o  move, T hat, in th e  opinion of th is House, and w ith  the  view  of securing
a w ider selection o f experienced representatives for th is Chamber—

(1) T h e  presen t p roperty  qualification of M embers should be reduced to £500  real estate, and 
the  assessm ent to  £ 5 0  per annum, and any Member having been tw ice elected should 
no t be required to declare as to property.

(2) T h a t the  deposit money on nom ination should be fixed a t £50.
(3) T h a t a re-arrangem ent of some of the  Provinces should be effected to secure a more equal 

represen tation  of the voters.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. U n ifo r m  C u sto m s T a r i f f s . — Resumption o f  debate on the question— T h a t, in the opinion of this House,
proposals should be m ade by the  V ictorian G overnm ent to the Prem iers of the  other A ustralian  
Colonies inviting  them  to appoint delegates to a Convention, w ith  full pow ers to arrange and 
assim ilate the  various Customs Tariffs of the  colonies.

2. L ic e n sin g  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l— T o be fu rther considered in Committee.
3. D a ir ie s  S u pe r v isio n  B il l — Second reading.
4. I n t e st a t e s’ E sta tes  B ill— Second reading.
5. A g ric u l t u r a l  C o lleg es A ct 1890 A m endment B ill— Second reading.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,

Glerh o f  the Legislative Council.



MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Tuesday, ls£ October.

U surious M oney-lenders— at three o’clock.

R efreshment R ooms (J oint) — at half-past three o’clock.

Wednesday, 2nd October.
E lectric L ight and  P ower B ill— at three o'clock.
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N otices of M otion and Orders of the  D ay. No. 18.
S tree t B etting  Suppression B il l .—N ew  Clause to be proposed by  th e  H on. F . S. G-rimwade. (To 

M em bers of Council only.)
L icensing A c t 1890 A m endm ent B ill.— N ew  Clause to be proposed by th e  H on. T . D . W anliss. (T o  

M em bers of Council only.)

V otes and Proceedings of the Legislative A ssem bly. N os. 46, 47, and 48.
N otices of M otion and Orders of the  D ay. N o. 49.
Factories and Shops B ill— [1].
P o s t Office A c t 1890 A m endm ent B ill— [3 9 ],
M arong Reserve M ining B ill— [71].
M unicipal O verdrafts (Indem nity) B ill— [8 8 ].
L icensing of Surveyors B ill.— A m endm ents to  be proposed in Com m ittee by M r. Craven. T o  Members 

only.)



No. 19.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 1 s t  OCTOBER, 1895.
1. T he Council met in accordance w ith adjournm ent,

2. T he President took the Chair.

3. The President read the P rayer.

4 . Message from H is  E xcellency the A dministrator of the Government.— T h e fo llow in g  M essage
from H is Excellency the A dm inistrator of the Government was presented by the Honorable
H . Cuthbert, and the same was read by the Honorable the P re s id e n t:—

JO H N  M A D D EN ,
Administrator o f  the Government. Message No. 5.

T h e  Adm inistrator of the Government informs the Legislative Council tha t he has, on this 
day, a t the Law  Courts, given the Royal A ssent to the undermentioned A ct of the present Session, 
presented to him by the Clerk of the Parliam ents, viz.:—

“A n  A ct to confirm a Scheme o f  Arrangement between Goldsbrough Mort and Company Limited 
its Debenture-holders and Contributories.”
Law  Courts,

M elbourne, 26th September, 1895.
5. P apers.— T he Honorable H . C uthbert presented, by command of H is Excellency the Administrator

of the Government—
Education.— Report of the M inister of Public Instruction for the year 1894-5.
Public Service Board—Report.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table.
The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several A cts of Parliam ent, were laid upon the 

Table by the Clerk :—
Public Service A cts.—Alteration of Regulations.
W ater A ct 1890—

Cohuna Irrigation and W ater Supply T rust— Regulation No. 10.
Macorna N orth  Irrigation and W ater Supply T rust— Graduated R ate—Regulation No. 2. 

Mines A ct 1890.— Court of Mines a t Benalla— Order in Council appointing the Court to be 
held once a t least in every six months.

6. Street B etting Suppression B ill.— The Order of the Day for the further consideration of this Bill
in Committee of the whole having been read—the President left the Chair, and the Council resolved 
itself into Committee.

The President resumed the C hair; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee 
had made progress in the Bill, and that he was directed to move, T ha t the Committee may have 
leave to sit again.

Resolved— T hat the Council will, on Tuesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

7. Message from the L egislative A ssembly.— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative A ssem bly:—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n  Act to 

regulate the Licensing o f Surveyors and fo r  other purposes/ ’ with which they desire the concurrence 
of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 1st October, 1895.



8. L icensing  of S urveyors B il l .— The H onorable N . Thornley moved, T h a t the  Bill transm itted  by
the foregoing M essage, intitu led  “ A n  A ct to regulate the Licensing o f  Surveyors and fo r  other 
purposes f  be now read a first time.

Question— put and resolved in the-affirm ative.—Bi-ll-read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on T uesday next.

9 . E lectric  L ight  a nd  P o w er  T r u st .— T he H onorable A. O. Sachse moved, (1) T hat, in the opinion
of this House, an E lectric  L igh t and Pow er T ru s t should be constituted, preferably upon the lines 
of the M elbourne Tram w ays Trust, for the  following objects :—

(a) To acquire by purchase all plant, stock, and goodwill of all electric lig h t and power 
companies or bodies and other ligh ting  companies in the city  of M elbourne, its 
contiguous cities and suburbs ;

(b) To establish and regulate the  electric lighting  of the said cities and suburbs, and to 
have power to lease or license such ligh ting  to one or more companies to be formed 
for the  purpose ;

(c) To borrow and pay moneys for the above purposes, and to establish a sinking fund to
provide for depreciation in value of plant, goodwill, &c.

(2) T h a t it be an instruction to the Select Com m ittee upon the E lectric  L igh t and Pow er Bill to 
collect inform ation and evidence upon the feasibility of the above scheme and to report thereon 
to th is House.

D ebate ensued.
M otion, by leave, w ithdraw n.

10. M u n ic ip a l it ie s ’ A d vances  B i l l .— T h e O rder of the  D ay for the fu rther consideration of this Bill
in  Committee of the  whole having been read— the P residen t le ft the  C hair, and the Council resolved 
itse lf  into Committee.

T he  P residen t resumed the C hair ; and the Honorable F . B row n having reported th a t the Committee 
had gone th rough  the B ill and agreed to the same w ithout am endm ent, the Council ordered the 
R eport to be taken  into consideration th is day.

On the motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the R eport from the  Committee of 
the  whole on th is Bill.

A nd, on the  fu rther motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert, the  B ill was read a th ird  tim e and passed. 
T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the following be the  title  of the B ill :—

“ A n  A ct to authorize Advances to he made to certain M unicipalities.”
Q uestion— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.
O rdered—T h a t a M essage be transm itted  to the L egislative A ssem bly acquainting them  th a t the 

L egisla tive Council have agreed to the B ill w ithout am endm ent.

11. P o stpo nem ent  of Or d e r  of t h e  D ay .— Ordered, T h a t the  consideration of th e  following Order
of the D ay be postponed until T uesday, lo th  O ctober in stan t :—

Local Government (.Municipal Elections) B ill— To he further considered in Committee.

12. Q ua l ific a t io n  of M e m ber s .— T he H onorable D . M elville moved, T h a t, in  th e  opinion of th is House,
and w ith  the view  of securing a w ider selection of experienced representatives for this Cham ber—

(1) T he  present property  qualification of M embers should be reduced to £500  real estate, and 
the  assessm ent to £5 0  per annum, and any M em ber having been tw ice elected should not 
be required  to declare as to property.

(2) T h a t the  deposit money on nomination should be fixed at. £50 .
(3) T h a t a re-arrangem ent of some of the Provinces should be effected to secure a more equal 

representation of the  voters.
T he Honorable J .  Balfour moved, T h a t the  debate be now adjourned.
Question— T h a t the  debate be now adjourned— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h a t the debate be adjourned until T uesday next.

13. P ostponem ent  of Or d e r s  of t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the  consideration of the following Orders of
the D ay be postponed until T uesday  n e x t :—

Uniform Customs Tariffs.■—Resum ption of debate on the question— That, in the opinion o f  this 
House, proposals should he made by the Victorian Government to the Premiers o f  the other 
Australian Colonies inviting them to appoint delegates to a Convention, with fu l l  powers to 
arrange and assimilate the various Customs Tariffs o f  the colonies.

Licensing A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— To he further considered in Committee.
Dairies Supervision B ill— Second reading.
Intestates’ Estates B ill— Second reading.
Agricultural Colleges A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.

14. A d jo u r n m e n t .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the  Council, a t its rising, adjourn
un til Tuesday nex t. -

Question— put and resolved in  the  affirmative.

A nd then the Council, a t fifty-five m inutes past nine o’clock, adjourned until T uesday next.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 19.

TUESDAY, 8t h  OCTOBER, 1895.
Government Business.

Or d e r  of t h e  D ay  :—

1. S t r e e t  B e t t in g  S u p p r e ssio n  B il l— T o be fu rther considered in Com m ittee.

General Business.
Or d e r s  of  t h e  D ay  :—

1. L ic e n sin g  of S u r v ey o r s  B ill— S econd reading.

2. Qu a l if ic a t io n  of M ’EMB'E.us.^Resumption o f  debate on the question—T hat, in the  opinion of th is
House, and w ith  the  v iew  of securing a w ider selection o f experienced representatives for th is 
Cham ber—

* (1) T h e  presen t p roperty  qualification of M em bers should be reduced to £500  real estate, and
the  assessm ent to  £ 5 0  per annum, and any M em ber having been tw ice elected should 
no t be required to declare as to property .

(2) T h a t the  deposit money on nom ination should be fixed a t £50 .
(3) T h a t a re-arrangem ent of some of the  Provinces should be effected to secure a more equal 

rep resen tation  of the  voters.

3. U nifo rm  C ustom s  T a r if f s .— Resumption o f  debate on the question— T h a t, in  the  opinion of th is House,
proposals should be m ade by th e  V ictorian  G overnm ent to the Prem iers of the  other A ustralian  
Colonies inv iting  them  to appoin t delegates to a Convention, w ith  full pow ers to arrange and 
assim ilate the  various Custom s Tariffs of th e  colonies.

4. L ic e n sin g  A ct 1890 A m end m ent  B il l — T o be fu rther considered in  Committee.
5. D a ir ie s  S u p e r v is io n  B il l — S econd reading.
6 . I n t e st a t e s ’ E st a t e s  B ill— S econd reading.
7. A g r ic u l t u r a l  C o lleg es  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B ill— Second reading.

TUESDAY, 15t h  OCTOBER.
Government Business.

Or d e r  o f  t h e  D a y :—
1. L ocal G o vernm ent  (M u n ic ip a l  E lec tio n s) B il l — T o be fu rther considered in Committee.

G E O E G E  H . J E N K IN S ,

Clerk o f  the Legislative CotmciL

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Tuesday, 8th October.

U su r io u s  M o ney-l e n d e r s— at th ree o’clock.

Wednesday, 9th October.
E lectric  L ig h t  and  P o w er  B ill— at three o'clock.

(160 copies.)



PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 2 6 t h  SEPTEMBER, 1895.
M inutes of the Proceedings of the Legislative Council. Nos. 17 and 18.
N otices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 19.
L and Surveyors B ill— [46]. (T o M embers of Council only.)
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Notices of Motion and Orders of the  Day. No. 52.
S tatistical R egister of the  Colony of V ictoria for the year 1894.— P a r t  I I I . — Population. No. 59.



No. 20.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 8t h  OCTOBER, 1895.

1. The Council m et in  accordance w ith  adjournm ent,

2. T he President took the  Chair.

3. T he P residen t read the  P rayer.

4. P e t it io n .— The H onorable G-. Godfrey presented a P etition  from D avid H enry, financier, praying th a t
he m ay have leave to appear and be heard by himself, his counsel, agents, and witnesses before the 
Select Committee on U surious M oney-Lenders.

P etition  read and ordered to lie on the Table.
T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the P etition  be referred to the Select Committee on U surious 

M oney-Lenders, and th a t the Committee have power to hear counsel (to such ex ten t as they shall 
th in k  fit) on behalf of such petitioner.

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in  the affirmative.

5. P a p e r .— T he following P aper, pursuant to the  directions of an A c t of Parliam ent, was laid upon the
T able by the C lerk :—

Savings B anks.— Statem ents and R eturns for the  year ended 30th Ju n e , 1895.

6. S treet  B etting  S u ppr essio n  B il l . —The O rder of the D ay for the further consideration of this
B ill in  Committee of the whole having been read— the President left the Chair, and the Council 
resolved itse lf into Committee.

The P resident resumed the C h a ir ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee had 
gone through the  B ill and agreed to the  same w ith  amendments, and had amended the title  thereof, 
w hich title  is as follows :—

“ A  B ill to Suppress Betting in Streets and fo r  other purposes.”
T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be recommitted to a Committee of the whole for 

the reconsideration of clauses 2 and 4.
Question— put and resolved in  the affirmative.
A nd, on the fu rther motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itse lf into Committee.
T he P resident resumed the Chair ; and the H onorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee had made 

progress in the  Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Committee may have leave to sit 
again.

Resolved— T h at the Council will, on Tuesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

7. L icensing  of S urveyors B il l .— The Order of the D ay for the second reading of th is Bill having
been read— the Honorable N . Thornley moved, T h a t th is Bill be now read a second time.

Question— put and resolved in  the affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
T he H onorable N . Thornley moved, T h a t this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the  affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the  H onorable N. Thornley, the President left the Chair, and the Council 

resolved itself into Committee.
T he President resumed the C h a ir; and the Honorable F . Brown reported tha t the Committee 

had gone through the B ill and agreed to the same w ith  amendments.
Ordered— T h a t the  Bill, as amended, be printed, and taken into consideration on Tuesday next.



8. Qu a l ific a t io n  of M em ber s  ̂ T he O rder of the D ay for the  resum ption of the  debate on the  question—
T hat, in the  opinion of th is H ouse, and  w ith  the  view  of securing a w ider selection of experienced 
representatives for th is Cham ber—

(1) T h e  present property  qualification of M embers should be reduced to £500  real estate, and 
the assessm ent to £ 5 0  per annum, and any M ember hav ing  been tw ice elected should 
no t be required to declare as to  p roperty .

(2) T h a t the deposit money on nom ination should be fixed a t £50 .
(3) T h a t a re-arrangem ent of some of the  Provinces should be effected to secure a more equal 

representation  of the voters— having  been read—
D ebate resumed.
Question— put and negatived.

9. U niform  C ustom s T a r if f s .— T he O rder of the  D ay for the  resum ption of the debate on the question__
T h a t, in  the  opinion of th is House, proposals should be m ade by  th e  V ictorian  G overnm ent to the 
Prem iers of the- other A ustra lian  Colonies inv iting  them  to appoint delegates to a Convention 
w ith  full pow ers to arrange and assim ilate the  various Custom s Tariffs of th e  colonies— havino- been 
read—

D ebate resum ed.
T he H onorable A. W ynne moved, T h a t the  debate be now  adjourned.
Question— T h a t the  debate be now  adjourned— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t the  debate be adjourned un til th is  day six  m onths.

10. L ic e n sin g  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l .— T he O rder o f the  D ay for the fu rther consideration of th is
B ill in Com m ittee of the  whole having  been read— the  P resid en t left the  Chair, and the  Council 
resolved itse lf into Committee.

T he P residen t resum ed the  C hair; and the  H onorable F . B row n reported th a t the Com m ittee had made 
progress in th e  B ill, and that he was directed to move, T h a t the  Com m ittee m ay have leave to sit 
again.

Resolved— T h a t the  Council w ill, on T uesday n ex t, again resolve itse lf into th e  said Committee.

11. P ostpo nem ent  of Or d e r s  of t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t th e  consideration of the  following Orders
of the D ay be postponed un til Tuesday n ex t :—

Dairies Supervision B i l l— Second reading.
Intestates’ Estates B ill— Second reading.
Agricultural Colleges A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.

12. A d jo u r n m e n t .— T he H onorable H . C u thbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Council, a t its  rising, adjourn
u n til T uesday  nex t.

Q uestion— pu t and resolved in the  affirmative.

A nd  then  th e  Council, a t nine m inutes past ten  o’clock, adjourned un til Tuesday n ex t.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 20.

TUESDAY, 15t h  OCTOBER, 1895.
Government Business.

Or d e r s  of t h e  D ay  :—

1. S t r e e t  B e t t in g  S u p p r e ssio n  B il l — T o be further considered in Comm ittee.
2. L ocal G overnm ent , (M u n ic ip a l  E l ec tio n s) B il l — T o be fu rther considered in Committee.

■General Business.
Or d e r s  of  t h e  D ay  :—

1. L ic e n sin g  of S urv ey o r s  B ill— Consideration of R eport.
2. L ic e n sin g  A ct 1890  A m endm ent  B il l — T o be fu rther considered in Committee.
3. D a ir ie s  S u p e r v is io n  B il l — S econd reading.
4. I n t e st a t e s’ E sta te s  B ill— S econd reading.
5. A g r ic u l t u r a l  C o lleg es A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B ill— S econd reading.

G E O R G E  IL. J E N K IN S ,

Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
M onday , 1 A.th October.

E lectric  L ig h t  a n d  P o w er  B ill— at three o’clock.

Tuesday, L 5th October.
U su r io u s  M o n ey -L e n d e r s— at three o’clock.
R e fr e sh m e n t  R ooms ( J o in t ) — at half-past three o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 3r d  OCTOBER, 1895.
N otices of M otion and Orders of the Day. No. 20.

Votes and Proceedings of th e  Legislative A ssem bly. Nos. 52, 53, and 54.
Notices of M otion and Orders of the  D ay. No. 55.
Divisions in Com m ittee of the W hole. No. 14.
C onstitu tion  A m endm ent B ill— [42 j .
M allee L ands B ill— [6 2 ].
P olice R egulation B ill — [90 ].
Com panies B ill.— A m endm ents to be proposed by M r. Isaac A . Isaacs. (T o  M embers only.) 
Public  Service Board R eport. N o. 66.





No. 21.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 15t h  OCTOBER, 1895.

1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. P apers. I  he Honorable H . Cuthbert presented, by command of H is Excellency the .Administrator
of the Government—

Factories A ct Inquiry Board.— M inutes of Evidence and Appendices.
Ordered to lie on the Table.
The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several A cts of Parliam ent, were laid upon the 

Table by the Clerk :—
Public Service A cts.— Regulation regarding Travelling Allowances.
W ater A ct 1890.— The Shire of W immera and the W estern Wimmera Irrigation and W ater 

Supply T rust— Application of M unicipal Funds.
Constitution S ta tu te .— Statem ent of E xpenditure under Schedule D to A ct 18 & 19 Viet., 

cap. 55, during the year 1894-5.

5. B ook D ebts B il l .— The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood moved, by leave, T hat he have
leave to bring in a Bill relating to the Assignm ent or Transfer of Book Debts.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—T h at the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood do prepare and bring in the Bill.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T . Sargood then brought up a Bill intituled “ A  B ill relating to the 

Assignment or Transfer o f  Book Debts,” and moved, T h a t it be now read a first time.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 

a second time on Tuesday next.

6. D ischarge of Or d e r , of the  D ay .— On the motion of the Honorable N. Thornley the following
Order of the Day was read and discharged :—

Licensing o f  Surveyors B ill— Consideration o f  Report.

7. L icensing  of S urveyors Bil l .—T he Honorable N. Thornley moved, T hat this Bill be recommitted
to a Committee of the whole for the reconsideration of clause 10.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable N. Thornley, the President left the Chair, and the Council 

resolved itse lf into Committee.
The President resumed the C h a ir; and the Honorable F . Brown reported that the Committee had

reconsidered clause 10 and agreed to the same w ith an amendment.
The Honorable N. Thornley moved, by leave, T h a t the Report from the Committee of the whole be 

taken into consideration this day.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable N. Thornley the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of 

the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable N. Thornley, the Bill was read a third time and passed.
T he Honorable N . Thornley moved, T hat the following be the title of the B i l l :—

<£ A n  Act to regulate the Licensing o f Surveyors and fo r  other purposes 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly w ith a Message acquainting 

them  th a t the Legislative Council have agreed to the same with amendments, and requesting their 
concurrence therein.



8. L icensing  A ct 1890 A mendment B il l . —The O rder of the Day for the further consideration of this
B ill in Committee of the whole having been read— the President left the Chair, and the Council 
resolved itself into Committee.

The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the  Committee had 
gone through the Bill and agreed to the same w ith amendments.

T he Honorable N . Levi moved, T h a t this B ill be recommitted to a Committee of the whole for the
reconsideration of clauses 1, B, and F .

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
A nd, on the further motion of the Honorable N. Levi, the President left the Chair, and the Council 

resolved itself into Committee.
T he President resumed the Chair ; and the H onorable F . Brown reported that the Committee had 

reconsidered clauses 1, B, and F , and agreed to the  same w ith amendments.
O rdered—T h a t the B ill, as amended, be printed, and taken into consideration on Tuesday next.

9. M essage  from  H is E xcellency  the  A dm inistrator  of the  G overnm ent .— T he following
M essage from H is Excellency the A dm inistrator of the G overnm ent was presented by the 
Honorable H . C uthbert, and the same was read by the Honorable the P resident :—

JO H N  M A D D E N ,
Administrator o f  the Government. Message No. 6.

T he A dm inistrator of the G overnm ent informs the Legislative Council th a t he has, on this
day, a t the G overnm ent Offices, given the Royal A ssent to the undermentioned A ct of the
present Session, presented to him by the C lerk of the  Parliam ents, v iz .:—

“ A n  A ct to authorize Advances to be made to certain Municipalities.”
Governm ent Offices,

M elbourne, 14th October, 1895.

10. S treet  B etting  S u ppr e ssio n  B il l .— T he Order of the Day for the fu rther consideration of this Bill
in Committee of the whole having been read— the President left the Chair, and the Council resolved 
itse lf  into Committee.

T he President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee had
reconsidered clauses 2 and 4 and agreed to the same w ith amendments.

The Hoporable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is Bill be recommitted to a Committee of the whole for 
the reconsideration of clauses 3 and C.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the fu rther motion of the Honorable H. Cuthbert, the P resident left the Chair, and the Council 

resolved itself into Committee.
T he President resumed the Chair ; and the H onorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had

reconsidered clauses 3 and C and agreed to the same w ith amendments.
O rdered— T h at the  Bill, as amended, be printed, and taken into consideration on Tuesday next.

11. P o s tp o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the  consideration of the following Orders
of the D ay be postponed until Tuesday nex t :—

Dairies Supervision B ill— Second reading.
Intestates’ Estates B ill— Second reading.
Agricultural Colleges Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.

12. P o s tp o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Order
of the D ay be postponed until Tuesday, 29th  October in s ta n t :—

Local Government (M unicipal Elections) B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

13. A djo urn m ent .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Council, at its rising, adjourn
until Tuesday next.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at th irty  minutes past eight o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 21.

TUESDAY, 2 2 n d  OCTOBER, 1895.
Question.

1. T he Hon. C. S a rg eant  : To call the  attention of the Honorable the  Solicitor-General to the 
deplorable and unsatisfactory position in  w hich the fifth and s ix th  class shires are placed ow ing 
to  th e  unforeseen and ruinous reduction in  the  m unicipal subsidy, ranging from £ 3  7s. 6d. down to
11s. 7d. and 13s. 5d. in the  pound respectively ; and to ask w hat steps the Governm ent propose
to  take  w ith  a view  of placing those shires on a more satisfactory footing.

Government Business.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. S t r e e t  B e tt in g  S u ppr e ssio n  B il l— Consideration o f Report.

General Business.
Orders  of t h e  D ay  :—

1. B ook D ebts B il l — S econd reading.
2. L ic e n sin g  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l— Consideration of Report.
3. D a ir ie s  S u pe r v isio n  B il l — S econd reading.
4. I n t e st a t e s’ E sta tes  B ill— S econd reading.
5. A g ricultural  C olleges A ct 1890 A mendment B ill— S econd reading.

TUESDAY, 2 9 t h  OCTOBER.
Government Business.

Or d e r  of th e  D ay

1. L ocal G overnm ent  (M un ic ipa l  E lec tio ns) B il l— To be fu rther considered in Committee.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
M onday , 21s£ October.

E lectric  L ig h t  a n d  P o w er  B ill— at three o'clock.

Tuesday, 22nd October.
R e fr esh m en t  R ooms ( J o int) —at half-past three o’clock.

W ednesday, 23rd  October.
U surio us  M oney-L e n d e r s— at three o’clock.

(160 copies.)
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No. 22.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 2 2 n d  OCTOBER, 1895.
1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. M essage from the  L egislative  A ssembly.— The President announced the receipt of the following-
Message from the Legislative A ssem bly:—  5

M r . P resid en t—
Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n Act for 

Granting Amending and Consolidating Duties o f Customs and Excise ” w ith which they desire the 
concurrence of the Legislative Council.

T . . x. A G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Sneaker

Melbourne, 22nd October, 1895.
5. Customs and  E xcise  D uties  B il l .— The Honorable H. C uthbert moved, T hat the Bill transmitted

by the foregoing Message, intituled “ A n  Act fo r  Granting Amending and Consolidating Duties o f  
Customs and Excise,” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 
second time to-morrow.

6. P apers .— The Honorable H . Cuthbert presented, by command of H is Excellency the Administrator
,of the Government—

Report of Proceedings taken under the provisions of the Land A cts and the W attles A ct 
1890, during the year ending 31st December, 1894.

Ordered to lie on the Table.

The following Paper, pursuant to the directions of an A ct of Parliament, was laid upon the Table 
by the Clerk :— r

Land A ct 1890.— Schedule of Swamp Leases containing Special Conditions.

7. D ischarge of Order  of the  D ay .— On the motion of the Honorable A . W ynne the following
Order of the Day was read and discharged :—

Street Betting Suppression B ill— Consideration o f  Report.
S. S treet B etting  S uppr essio n  B il l .— The Honorable H. C uthbert moved, T hat this Bill bo 

recommitted to a Committee of the whole for the re consideration of clause 4.
, , Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

A nd, on the further motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 
Council resolved itself into Committee.

The President resumed the C h a ir ; and the Honorable F. Brown reported th a t the Committee had 
reconsidered clause 4 and agreed to the same with an amendment.

The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, by leave, T hat the Report from the Committee of the whole be 
taken into consideration this day.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of 

the whole on this Bill.
A nd, on the further motion of the Honorable H. Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and passed. 
T he Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, T hat the following be the title of the Bill:——

A n  Act to Suppress Betting in Streets and fo r  other purposes.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered T ha t the Bill be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly w ith a Message desiring their 

concurrence therein. 0 0



9. D ischarge  of Or d e r  of th e  D a y .— On the motion of the Honorable N . Levi, the  following O rder
of the  D ay was read and discharged:—

Licensing A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— Consideration o f  Report. ,

10. L icensing  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l .— T he H onorable 1ST. L evi moved, T h a t th is B ill be
recom m itted to a Committee of the  w hole for the reconsideration of clause F  and the  Schedule. 

Question— put and resolved in  the  affirmative.
A nd , on the further motion of the H onorable INT. Levi, the P resident left the  C hair, and the  Council 

resolved itse lf into Committee.
T he  P residen t resum ed the Chair ; and the H onorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Committee had 

reconsidered clause F  and the  Schedule, and agreed to the  same w ith  amendm ents.
T he  H onorable N . L evi moved, by leave, T h a t the R eport from the  Com m ittee of the whole be taken 

into consideration th is day.
Q uestion— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
On the motion o f the  H onorable N . Levi the Council adopted the  R eport from the  Com m ittee of the 

whole on this B ill.
A nd, on the fu rther motion of the  H onorable N . Levi, the B ill w as read a th ird  tim e and passed.
T he H onorable N . Levi moved, T h a t the following be the  title  of the  B ill :—

“ A n  A ct to amend the 6 Licensing Act 1890.’ ”
Q uestion— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t the  B ill be transm itted  to  the  L egisla tive Assem bly w ith  a M essage desiring their 

concurrence therein.

11. B ook D e bts  B il l .— T he O rder of the D ay for the  second reading of th is B ill having been read— the
H onorable L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t th is  B ill be now read a second time.

Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
T he  H onorable L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t th is  B ill be now com m itted to a Committee 

of the  whole.
Q uestion— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
A nd, on the fu rther m otion of the  H onorable Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T . Sargood, the P residen t le ft the  Chair, 

and the Council resolved itse lf  into Committee.
T he P residen t resum ed the C h a ir ; and the H onorable F . B row n having  reported th a t th e  Committee 

had gone th rough  th e  B ill and agreed to the same w ithout am endm ent, the  Council ordered the 
R eport to be tak en  into consideration th is day.

On the motion of th e  H onorable L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood the  Council adopted the R eport from 
th e  Com m ittee of the whole on th is B ill.

O rdered— T h a t the  B ill be read a th ird  time on T uesday nex t.

12. P o stpo nem ent  of Or d e r  of t h e  D a y .— O rdered, T h a t the  consideration of th e  following Order
of the  D ay be postponed un til Tuesday n ex t :—

Dairies Supervision B ill— Second reading.

13. I n t e st a t e s’ E sta te s  B il l .— T he O rder of the D ay for the  second reading of th is  B ill having
been read— the H onorable A . W ynne moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a second time.

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in th e  affirmative.— B ill read a second tim e.
T he  H onorable A . W ynne moved, T h a t th is B ill be now com m itted to  a Com m ittee of the  whole. 
Question— put and resolved in  the  affirmative.
And, on the fu rth e r motion of the H onorable A . W ynne, the  P residen t le ft the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
T he P residen t resum ed the C h a ir ; and the H onorable F . B row n reported  th a t  the Com m ittee had

gone through  the B ill and agreed to the same w ithout amendment.
Ordered— T h a t the R eport be taken  into consideration on T uesday n ex t.

14. P ostpo nem ent  of Or d e r  of th e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t th e  consideration of the following Order
of the D ay be postponed un til Tuesday, 5 th Novem ber n ex t :—

Agricultural Colleges A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.

A nd then the Council, a t tw en ty-eigh t m inutes past six o’clock, adjourned u n til to-m orrow .

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 22.

WEDNESDAY, 23b d  OCTOBER, 1895.
Questions.

1. T he Hon. D . E . M cB ryde : To ask  the  H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral w hat action the  G overnm ent
have taken w ith in  the last six  m onths to have all stock killed for hum an consumption placed under 
proper supervision.

2. T he H on. D r. W . H . E m bling  : To call the attention of th e  Honorable the  M inister of Defence to
the  arm am ent of the  Cerberus ; and to ask if the Governm ent propose to replace her present guns 
by effective m odern ones.

3. T he Hon. J .  S t er n b er g  : To ask  the H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral w hen it is expected th a t the
Royal Commission on W ater Supply w ill have completed its labours and the report be ready for the 
use of honorable M em bers.

General Business.
N otice of M otion  :—

1. T he Hon. F . S. G rim  w a d e  : To move, T h a t he have leave to bring in a Bill to regulate Cremation*

Government Business.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. C ustoms and  E x c ise  D u t ie s  B il l— Second reading.

TUESDAY, 29t h  OCTOBER.
Questions.

1. T he Hon. T . D ow ling  : T o ask  th e  H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral if, in view  of the anomalies
ex isting  in the  Incom e T a x  A ct, th e  G overnm ent w ill bring in an am ending B ill th is Session to  
rectify  th e  same.

2. T he H on. C. S a rg eant  : T o  call the  attention  of the Honorable th e  Solicitor-G eneral to  the
deplorable and unsatisfactory  position in  w hich the fifth and six th  class shires are placed ow ing 
to the  unforeseen and ruinous reduction in  th e  m unicipal subsidy, ranging from £ 3  7s. 6d. down to
11s. 7d. and 13s. 5d. in the  pound respectively ; and to ask w hat steps the  Governm ent propose
to take w ith  a v iew  of placing those shires on a more satisfactory footing.

Government Business.
Or d e r  of th e  D ay  :—

1. L ocal G overnm ent  (M un ic ipa l  E l ec tio ns) B il l— To be fu rther considered in Committee.

General Business.
Or d e r s  of t h e  D ay :—

1. B ook D ebts  B il l— T hird  reading.
2. D a ir ie s  S u pe r v isio n  B il l— Second reading.
3. I n t e st a t e s’ E sta tes  B ill— Consideration of Report.



TUESDAY, 5t h  NOVEMBER.
General Business.

O r d e r  of th e  D ay :— ^
1. A g ricultural  C olleges A ct ' 1890 A mendment B ill— Second reading. ’

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Wednesday, 23rd  October.

E lectric L ig h t  a nd  P o w er  B ill— at three o'clock.
U surio us M oney-L e n d e r s— at th ree o’clock.

Tuesday, 29th October.
R e fr e sh m e n t  R ooms ( J o int) — at half-past three o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 17t h  OCTOBER, 1895.
M inutes of the  Proceedings of the Legislative Council. No. 21.
N otices of M otion and Orders of the  Day. No. 22.
Customs and E xcise D uties B ill— [5 0 ]. (To M embers of Council only.)
Book D ebts B ill— [9 3 ].
S treet B etting  B ill.— N ew  Clause to be proposed by the H on. A gar W ynne. (To M em bers of Council 

only.)

V otes and Proceedings of the L egislative Assem bly. Nos. 58, 59, and 60.
N otices of M otion and Orders of the  Day. No. 61.
Leasing U nused G overnm ent Roads B ill.— Am endm ents to be proposed in  Com m ittee by M r. O^Neill.

(T o  M embers only.)
H ours for Closing Shops.— R eturn  to an O rder of the House. C.— N o. 3.



No. 23.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 2 3 r d  OCTOBER, 1895.

1. The Council met in accordance w ith  adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the P rayer.

4. M e ssa g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s la t iv e  A ssem b ly .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P re sid en t—
T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n Act to 

indemnify the Councillors o f various Municipalities fo r  Borrowing Moneys by Overdrafts on Bankers 
fo r  the purposes o f  their Municipalities contrary to the provisions o f the 6 Local Government Act 1890 ’ 
and fo r  other purposes ’’ w ith which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 23rd October, 1895.

5. M unicipal  Overdrafts  ( I ndem nity) B il l .— The Honorable S. Williamson moved, T hat the Bill
transm itted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ A n Act to indemnify the Councillors o f various 
Municipalities fo r  Borrowing Moneys by Overdrafts on Bankers fo r  the purposes o f  their Municipalities 
contrary to the provisions o f the ( Local Government Act 1890 ’ and fo r  other purposes f  be now read a 
first time.

Question— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 
second time on Tuesday next.

6. Message  from the  L egislative  A ssembly.— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P resid en t—
T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n Act to 

provide fo r  Mining on the Marong Public Recreation Reserve by holders o f  miners’1 rights,” w ith which 
they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 23rd October, 1895.

7. M aron g  R e s e r v e  M in in g  B i l l . — The Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, T ha t the Bill transmitted by
the foregoing Message, intituled “ A n  Act to provide fo r  Mining on the Marong Public Recreation 
Reserve by holders o f miners’ rights,” be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday next.



8. M essage  from  the  .Le g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— T he P residen t announced the receipt o f the following
M essage from the Legislative A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e sid e n t —

The Legislative A ssem bly transm it to the  Legislative Council a Bill intitu led  “ A n  A ct to 
authorize the payment o f  Interest on certain deposits in the Treasury ,” w ith  w hich they  desire the 
concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egislative A ssem bly, Sneaker

M elbourne, 23rd October, 1895.

9. T r e a su r y  D epo sits  I nterest  B il l .— T he H onorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t the B ill transm itted
by the foregoing M essage, in titu led  11 A n  Act to authorize the payment o f  Literest on certain deposits in 
the Treasury ,” be now read a first time.

Q uestion— put and resolved in the  affirm ative.— B ill read a first tim e, ordered to be prin ted , and read 
a second tim e on Tuesday next.

10. M essage from  the  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— T he P residen t announced the receipt of th e  following
M essage from  the Legislative A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e s id e n t —
T he L egislative A ssem bly transm it to the  Legislative Council a B ill in titu led  “ A n  A ct to

apply out o f  the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f  One million and forty-tw o thousand six hundred and 
eighty pounds to the service o f  the year One thousand eight hundred and ninety-five and ninety-six f  w ith 
w hich they desire the  concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 23rd October, 1895.

11. Co n so lidated  R e v e n u e  B il l  (N o. 2 ).— T he H onorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill trans
m itted  by the foregoing M essage, in titu led  “ A n  A ct to apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum 
o f One million and forty-tw o thousand six hundred and eighty pounds to the service o f  the year One 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-five and ninety-six ,” be now read a first time.

Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first time, and ordered to be printed.
T he  H onorable H . C uthbert moved, by,leave, T h a t th is B ill be now read a second time.
Q uestion— put and resolved in the  affirm ative.— B ill read  a second time.
T he H onorable I I .  C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now committed to a Com m ittee of the  whole. 
Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.
A nd, on the  fu rth e r motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert, the P resident left the  C hair, and the 

Council resolved itse lf  into Committee.
T he P resident resum ed the Chair ; and the H onorable F . Brow n reported  th a t th e  Committee had 

m ade progress in the  B ill, and th a t he was directed to  move, T h a t the  Committee may have leave 
to sit again.

R esolved— T h a t the Council will, to-m orrow, again resolve itself into the  said Committee.

12. P ostpo nem ent  of O r d e r  of t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the  following Order
of the D ay be postponed un til T uesday n ex t :—

Customs and E xcise Duties B ill— Second reading.

A nd then the Council, a t nineteen m inutes past six o’clock, adjourned un til to-m orrow.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 23.

THURSDAY, 24t h  OCTOBER, 1895.
Government Business.

Order  of t h e  D ay  :—
1. C onso lidated  R e v e n u e  ' B il l  ( N o . 2 ) — To be further considered in Committee.

TUESDAY, 29t h  OCTOBER.
Questions..

1. T he Hon. T . D ow ling  : T o ask  th e  H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral if, in view  of the  anomalies
ex isting  .in the  Incom e T a x  A ct, the  G overnm ent w ill bring in an am ending B ill th is Session to 
rectify  the  same.

2. T he H on. C. S arg eant  : To call th e  attention of the Honorable the  Solicitor-G eneral to the
deplorable and unsatisfactory  position in w hich the fifth and six th  class shires are placed owing 
to th e  unforeseen and ruinous reduction in  the  m unicipal subsidy, ranging from £ 3  7s. 6d. down to 
11s. 7d. and 13s. 5d. in th e  pound respectively ; and to ask w hat steps the Governm ent propose 
to take  w ith  a view  of placing those shires on a more satisfactory footing.

3. T he H on. D. E . M c B r y d e  : To ask the  H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral w hat action the Governm ent
have taken w ith in  the last six  m onths to have all stock killed for hum an consumption placed under 
proper supervision.

4. The Hon. D r. W . H . E mbling  : To call the attention of the Honorable the  M inister of Defence to
the arm am ent of the Cerberus ; and to ask if the G overnm ent propose to replace her present guns 
by effective modern ones.

5. T he Hon. J .  S t er n b er g  : To ask the H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral w hen it is expected th a t the
R oyal Commission on W ater Supply w ill have completed its labours and the report be ready for the  
use of honorable M embers.

6. The Hon. J .  H . A bbott  : To call the  a tten tion  of the H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral to paragraphs
in  the Bendigo Advertiser of 21st and 23rd October, w ith  reference to the abrupt adjournm ent of the 
Supreme Court on 19th October, w hereby a suitor who had been w aiting  and attending  the court
a t Bendigo a w eek, w ith  w itnesses, and had counsel engaged a t considerable cost, was prevented
from having h er case heard by the sudden closing of the  c o u r t ; and to ask if the  Honorable the 
M inister w ill m ake inquiry  as to the cause thereof.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. C ustoms and  E x c ise  D u t ie s  B ill— Second reading.
2. M u n ic ipa l  Ov e r d r a ft s  I n d e m n ity  B il l— Second reading.
3 .  M a r o n g  R e s e r v e  M in in g  B i l l — Second reading.
4. T r easury  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B ill— Second reading.
5. L ocal G overnm ent (M un ic ipa l  E lec tio ns) B il l — To be fu rther considered in Committee

General Business.
N otice of M otion  :—

1. T he Hon. F . S. G rim  w a d e  : To move, T h a t he have leave to bring in a B ill to regulate Cremation.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. B ook D ebts  B ill— T hird  reading.
2. D a ir ie s  S u pe r v isio n  B ill— Second reading.
3 .  I n t e s t a t e s ’ E s t a t e s  B i l l —-C onsideration o f  R eport.

(120 copies.)



TUESDAY, 5t h  NOVEMBER.
General Business,

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Tuesday, 29th October.

R e f r e s h m e n t  R o o m s  ( J o i n t ) — at half-past three o’clock.

W ednesday, 30th October.
U s u r i o u s  M o n e y - L e n d e r s — at th ree o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 23b d  OCTOBER, 1895.
M inutes of the Proceedings of the  L egislative Council. No. 22.
N otices of M otion and Orders of the  Day. No. 23.
T reasury  D eposits In te res t B ill— [2 7 ]. (T o  M embers of Council only.)
M arong Reserve M ining B ill— [7 1 ]. (To Members of Council only.)
M unicipal O verdrafts (Indem nity) B ill— [8 8 ]. (T o  M embers of Council only^)

N otices of M otion and Orders of th e  Day. No. 62.
M oolap Salt W orks B ill— [58].
L icensing A c t 1890 A m endm ent B ill— [6 3 ]. (T o M embers only.)
M allee L ands B ill.— A m endm ents to  be proposed in Committee by M r. D uggan. (T o  M embers only.) 
L icensing of Surveyors B ill.— A m endm ents of L egislative Council. (T o  M embers only.)
C onstitution S ta tu te .— Statem ent of E xpend itu re  under Schedule D  to A ct 18 and 19 V iet., cap. 55, during 

the year 1894-5. No. 72.
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No. 24.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
O F T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 24t h  OCTOBER, 1895.

J. The Council m et in accordance w ith  adjournment.

2. T he P resident took the Chair.

3. T he President read the P rayer.

4. C o n s o l i d a t e d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  (N o  2 ) .— T he Order of the  D ay for the further consideration of th is
B ill in Committee of the  whole having been read— the P resident left the  Chair, and the Council 
resolved itse lf into Committee.

T he President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown having reported th a t the Committee 
had gone through the Bill and agreed to the  same w ithout amendment, the Council ordered the 
R eport to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the H onorable H . Cuthbert the Council adopted the R eport from the Committee of 
the whole on th is Bill.

And on the fu rther motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, the B ill was read a th ird  time and passed.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  following be the title of the B i l l :—

“ A n  Act to apply out o f  the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f  One million and forty-two thousand 
six hundred and eighty pounds to the service o f  the year One thousand eight hundred and ninety-five and  
ninety-six.”

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h a t a M essage be transm itted to the Legislative Assem bly acquainting them th a t the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.

And then the Council, a t thirty-five minutes past nine o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. '24

TUESDAY, 29t h  OCTOBER, 1895.
Questions.

1. T he Hon. T . D o w l in g  : T o ask the  H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral if, in view  of the anomalies
ex isting  in the Incom e T a x  A ct, the G overnm ent will bring in an amending Bill this Session to 
rec tify  the same.

2. T he H on. C. S a r g e a n t  : T o call the attention of the Honorable the Solicitor-G eneral to the
deplorable and unsatisfactory position in w hich the fifth and six th  class shires are placed owing 
to th e  unforeseen and ruinous reduction in  the m unicipal subsidy, ranging from £3  7s. 6d. down to 
11s. 7d. and 13s. 5d. in the  pound respectively ; and to ask w hat steps the G overnm ent propose 
to  take  w ith a view  of placing those shires on a more satisfactory footing.

3. T he H on. D. E . M cB r y d e  : To ask  the Honorable the Solicitor-G eneral w hat action the Governm ent
have taken w ith in  the last six  m onths to have all stock killed for hum an consumption placed under 
proper supervision.

4. T he H on. D r. W . H . E m b l in g  : To call the attention  of the  H onorable the  M inister of Defence to
the  arm am ent of the  Cerberus; and to ask if the Governm ent propose to replace her present guns 
by effective modern ones.

5. T he Hon. J .  S t e r n b e r g  : To ask the H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral when it is expected th a t the
R oyal Commission on W ater Supply w ill have completed its labours and the report be ready for the 
use of honorable Members.

6. T he Hon. J .  H . A b b o t t  : To call the  atten tion  of the H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral to paragraphs
in  the Bendigo Advertiser of 21st and' 23rd October, w ith  reference to the abrupt adjournm ent of the 
Supreme Court on 19th October, whereby a suitor who had been w aiting  and attending the court 
a t B endigo a week, w ith  w itnesses, and had counsel engaged a t considerable cost, was prevented 
from having  her case heard by the  sudden closing of the c o u r t ; and to ask if the Honorable the 
M inister w ill m ake inquiry as to the  cause thereof.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. C u st o m s  a n d  E x c is e  D u t ie s  B il l — Second reading.
2. M u n ic ip a l  O v e r d r a f t s  I n d e m n it y  B il l — Second reading.
3. M ar o n g  R e s e r v e  M in in g  B il l — Second reading.
4. T r e a s u r y  D e p o s it s  I n t e r e s t  B il l — Second reading.
5. L ocal  G o v e r n m e n t  (M u n ic ip a l  E l e c t io n s )  B i l l — T o be further considered in Committee,

General Business.
N o t ic e  o f  M o t io n  :—

1. T he Hon. F . S. G r im w a d e  : To move, T h a t he have leave to bring in a B ill to regulate Cremation.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. B o o k  D e b t s  B il l — T hird  reading.
2. D a ir ie s  S u p e r v is io n  B il l — Second reading.
3. I n t e s t a t e s ’ E s t a t e s  B il l — Consideration of Report.

TUESDAY, 5t h  NOVEMBER.
General Business.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.
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No. 25.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

O F T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 29t h  OCTOBER, 1895.
1. The Council m et in accordance w ith  adjournment.

2. The P resident took the Chair.

3. T he President read the Prayer.

4. M essage from  H is E xcellency  the  A dministrator  of th e  G overnm ent.— T he follow ing
M essage from H is Excellency the Adm inistrator of the Government was presented by the 
Honorable H . Cuthbert, and the same was read by the Honorable the P re s id e n t:—

JO H N  M A D D E N ,
Administrator o f  the Government. Message No. 7.

T he A dm inistrator of the Government informs the Legislative Council th a t he has, on this 
day, a t the Governm ent Offices, given the E oyal A ssent to the undermentioned A ct of the 
present Session, presented to him by the Clerk of the Parliam ents, viz.:—

“ A n  A ct to apply out o f  the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f One million and forty-two thousand 
six hundred and eighty pounds to the service o f the year One thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-five and ninety-six.”

Government Offices,
M elbourne, 24th October, 1895.

5. A djo urnm ent .— T he Honorable J .  H . A bbott having stated his desire to move, T hat the House do now
adjourn, six  Members rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed.

The Honorable J .  I-I. A bbott then said th a t he proposed to speak on the subject of certain 
paragraphs in the Bendigo Advertiser of 21st and 23rd October, w ith reference to the abrupt 
adjournm ent of the Supreme Court on the 19th October, and moved, T hat the House do now 
adjourn.

D eb a te  ensued.
Q u estion— put and n egatived .



6. Official P recedence.— T h e H onorable L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood moved, by leave, T h a t the
question of official precedence in th is  colony be referred  to the  S tanding O rders Com m ittee for 
consideration and report.

D.ebate ensued, during w hich the P resid en t announced th a t he had received a le tte r from  th e  C lerk of 
the Parliam ents w hich  he read as follows :—

Parliam ent H ouse, M elbourne, 
g ir? 29 th  October, 1895.

R eferring  to th e  reception of H is E xcellency  Lord B rassey on F rid ay  last, I  w ould feel 
deeply indebted to  you if you would be so good as to read, th is day, to the  L eg isla tive Council the 
following s ta te m e n t:—

1. T h a t I  w as absolutely unaw are th a t I  would be called upon to  tak e  any part in the pro
cession to  accom pany L ord B rassey from S t. K ilda to  M elbourne until I  saw  it publicly notified in 
the  M elbourne P ress  of the  m orning of the  8 th  October instant.

2. T h a t I  never applied for a position in  such procession, and fu rther th a t I  never had the 
least desire to tak e  part in th e  same.

3. T h a t I  neither d irectly  nor indirectly  claimed precedence over M inisters or M embers of 
P arliam ent on the  occasion referred to, and never expressed in any w ay w hatever, e ither d irectly  or 
indirectly , a wish th a t precedence over any one should be allo tted  to me in connexion w ith  the 
function  to celebrate the  arrival of Lord B rassey.

4. T h a t I  rode in the  carriage w ith yourself, the  H onorable the  P rem ier, and the H onorable 
the  A ttorney-G eneral, as I  was specially requested to do so.

o. T h a t during th e  whole of my service in th is  P arliam en t— nearly 30 years—I  have never 
claim ed precedence over any M inister of the  Crow n or M em ber of P a r lia m e n t; and further, i f  such 
precedence had been allo tted  to me I  should have felt i t  to be my du ty  to have declined the  same.

I  have th e  honour to be, Sir,
Y our m ost obedient servant,

G eo . H . J enkins,
C lerk  of the  Parliam ents.

T h e  H onorable the  P resid en t o f the  L eg isla tive  Council.
Q uestion— T h a t th e  question of official precedence in  th is  colony be referred to  the  S tanding  Orders 

Com m ittee for consideration and repo rt— pu t and resolved in the  affirmative.

7. P a per s .— T h e follow ing P apers, p u rsu an t to the  directions of several A cts of Parliam ent, w ere laid upon
the  T ab le  by th e  C lerk :—

L and  A c t 1890.— P a r t  I .— A ddition  to R egulations (C hapters X I ., X I I I . ,  and Schedule 71). 
S ettlem ent on L ands A c t 1893.— A lte ra tio n  of R egulations (Schedule B ).

8. M essage from the L egislative  A ssembly.— T he P resid en t announced th e  receip t o f the following
M essage from the  L egisla tive A ssem bly :—

M r . P resident—
T he L egisla tive A ssem bly re tu rn  to th e  L egisla tive Council th e  B ill in titu led  “A n  Act to 

regulate the Licensing o f  Surveyors and fo r  other p u rp o se s f  and acquain t the  L egisla tive Council th a t 
the L egisla tive A ssem bly have agreed  to some of the am endm ents m ade in  such B ill by the  L egis
la tive  Council, and have disagreed w ith  one of th e  said am endm ents, b u t have m ade a fu rther 
am endm ent, w ith  w hich  they  desire the concurrence of the  L eg isla tive Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L eg isla tive A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 24 th  O ctober, 1895.

A nd  the said am endm ent was read  and is as follows :—
A m endm ent o f  the L eg isla tive  C ouncil:— In  clause 9, line 20, om it “  w ith  p artia l or w ithout 

exam ina tion”— disagreed w ith  by the L eg is la tive  A ssem bly  w ith  the fo llo w in g  am end
m e n t:— A fte r “ ex am ina tion” insert the follow ing words :— “ to applican ts who produce 
satisfactory evidence of having passed an exam ination equivalent in the opinion of the 
Board to th a t prescribed by th e  Board and of having been professionally employed for 
not less th an  tw elve m onths in any A ustra lasian  colony.”

O n the m otion of the H onorable N . T horn ley  th e  Council agreed not to in sist on th e ir am endm ent, and 
agreed to the  am endm ent made by the L eg isla tive A ssem bly.

O rdered— T h a t a M essage be transm itted  to the L egisla tive A ssem bly acquain ting  them  th a t the 
L eg isla tive  Council do not in sist on th e ir  am endm ent disagreed w ith  by the L eg isla tive A ssem bly 
and have agreed to the  am endm ent made by the L egisla tive A ssem bly.

9. Customs and E xcise D uties B ill .— T he O rder of the  D ay for the  second reading of th is B ill
having been read —the H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t th is  B ill be now  read a second time. 

D ebate  ensued.

10. D istinguished  V isitor .— T h e H onorable 11. C u thbert moved, T h a t a chair be provided on the floor
of the Council Cham ber for the H onorable Sir G eorge Shenton, P residen t of the Legislative 
Council of the  Colony of W estern A ustralia .

Q uestion— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.



11. Customs and E xcise D uties B ill .— D ebate resumed on the question— T h at th is Bill be now read
a second time.

Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative— B ill read a second time.
The H onorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now committed to a Committee of the  whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the H onorable II . C uthbert, the President left the Chair, and the Council 

resolved itse lf into Committee.
The President resumed the C h a ir ; and the Honorable F . Brown having reported th a t the Committee 

had gone through the B ill and agreed to the  same w ithout amendment, the Council ordered the 
R eport to be taken  into consideration th is day.

On the motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the R eport from the Committee of 
the whole on th is B ill.

And, on the fu rther motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert, the B ill was read a third time and passed. 
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  following be the title of the  B i l l :—

“ A n  Act fo r  Granting Amending and Consolidating Duties o f  Customs and Excise .”
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h a t a M essage be transm itted to the Legislative A ssem bly acquainting them  th a t the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.

12. Municipal Overdrafts I ndemnity B ill .— T he O rder of the Day for the second reading of this
B ill having been read— the H onorable S. W illiam son moved, T h a t this B ill be now read a second 
time.

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
T he H onorable S. W illiamson moved, T h a t this B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the fu rther motion of the H onorable S. W illiamson, the P resident left the Chair, and 

the Council resolved itself into Committee.
T he P residen t resumed the C h a ir; and the Honorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Committee had 

made progress in the  Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the  Committee may have leave to 
sit again.

Resolved— T h at the Council will, on W ednesday, 6 th  November nex t, again resolve itse lf into the said 
Committee.

13 Marong R eserve  Mining  B ill.— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of this B ill having 
been read—the Honorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t this B ill be now read a second time. 

Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.— B ill read  a second time.
T he Honorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t th is B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
And, on the fu rther motion of the  H onorable W . M cCulloch, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itse lf into Committee.
T he P residen t resumed the Chair ; and the H onorable F . Brown having reported th a t the Committee 

had gone through the  B ill and agreed to the  same w ithout amendment, the  Council ordered the  
R eport to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the  H onorable W . M cCulloch the Council adopted the R eport from the Committee 
of th e  whole on th is Bill.

A nd, on the  fu rther motion of the H onorable W . M cCulloch, the B ill was read a th ird  tim e and 
passed.

T he Honorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t the following be the title  of the  B ill :—
“ A n  A ct to 'provide fo r  M ining on the Marong Public Recreation Reserve by holders o f  miners’ 

■rights.”
Question— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.
O rdered—T h a t a M essage be transm itted  to the  Legislative Assem bly acquainting them  th a t the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the  B ill w ithout amendment.

14. P ostponement of Orders of the D ay.— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the  following Orders
of the D ay be postponed until W ednesday, 6 th  Novem ber n e x t :—

Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading.
Local Government ( Municipal Elections) B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Book Debts B ill— Third reading.
Dairies Supervision B il l— Second reading.
Intestates’ Estates B ill— Consideration o f  Report.

15. A ddress to H is E xcellency L ord B rassey .— The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t
the Council agree to the following A ddress to H is Excellency Lord Brassey, v iz .:—

To H is Excellency the Right Honorable Thomas, Baron Brassey, Knight Commander o f the Most 
Honorable Order o f  the B a th ; Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the Colony 
o f Victoria and its Dependencies, fyc., fyc., fyc.

M ay it please Y our E xcellency—
We, H er Most Gracious M ajesty’s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Members of the 

Legislative Council of V ictoria, in Parliam ent assembled, desire to convey to Your Excellency the 
expression of our loyalty  to H er M ajesty’s Throne, our affection to H er Person, and our regard for 
the  h igh office H er M ajesty has been pleased to confer upon Y our Excellency.



W e beg th a t Y our E xcellency  w ill receive our assurance th a t we shall a t a ll times readily 
co-operate w ith  Your Excellency in advancing the w elfare of this part of H er M ajesty 's  dominions, 
and in preserving the  connexion w hich  happily  ex ists between th e  M other C ountry and the Colony 
o f V ictoria.

D ebate ensued.
Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h a t the said A ddress be presented to H is Excellency the G overnor by the  President and 

such M embers as m ay desire to accompany him.

16. E le c t r ic  L ig h t  a n d  P o w e r  B i l l .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert brought up the R eport from the
Committee to w hich th is B ill was referred.

O rdered to lie on the T able , and, together w ith  the  Proceedings of the  Committee and M inutes of 
Evidence, to  be printed, and taken  into consideration on W ednesday, 6 th  Novem ber next.

17. A d j o u r n m e n t .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t th e  Council, a t its  rising, adjourn
un til W ednesday, 6 th  N ovem ber next.

D ebate ensued.
Q uestion—p u t and resolved in th e  affirmative.

A nd  then  the Council, a t fo rty  m inutes past ten  o’clock, adjourned un til W ednesday, 6 th  November next, j

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 25.

WEDNESDAY, 6 t h  NOVEMBER, 1895.
Questions.

1. The ITon. J .  H . A bbott : To call th e  atten tion  of the  H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral to paragraphs
in the Bendigo Advertiser of 21st and 23rd October, w ith  reference to the abrupt adjournm ent of the 
Supreme Court on 19th October, w hereby a suitor w ho had been w aiting  and attending the court 
a t B endigo a week, w ith  w itnesses, and had counsel engaged a t considerable cost, was prevented 
from having her case heard by th e  sudden closing of the  c o u r t ; and to ask if the Honorable the 
M inister w ill m ake inquiry  as to the  cause thereof.

2. T he H on. T . D . W anliss : T o ask the  H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral—
(1) I f  he can give any explanation  why, at the Governor’s levee, on Monday, the 28th October, the  

only representatives of the  religious bodies of the colony, to whom, according to the report in 
th e  A rgus , seats w ere allotted on the dais w ere A rchbishop Carr and Bishop Goe.

(2 )  I f  these dignitaries represented their respective Churches, w hy was the same courtesy not 
extended to th e  heads or chief representatives of the other Churches in the colony.

(3) If , on th e  other hand, these dignitaries were given th is position of honour as representing 
respectively  Ire land  and E ngland, w hy was the same courtesy not extended to the  M oderator 
of the P resby terian  C hurch of V ictoria, w hich in th is colony is representative of Scotland.

General Business.
N otice of M otion :—

1. T h e  Hon. F . S. G rim w ade : To move, T h a t he have leave to bring in a B ill to regulate Cremation.

Orders of the  D ay :—
1. B ook D ebts B ill— T hird  reading.
2. D airies Supervision  B ill— Second reading.
3. I ntestates’ E states B ill— C onsideration of R eport.
4 . A g ricultural  C o lleg es A ct 1890 A m endment  B ill— S econd reading.

Government Business.
Orders of the D ay :—

1. M unicipal Overdrafts ( I ndemnity) B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
2. T r e asury  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B il l— S econd reading.
3. L ocal G overnm ent  (M u n ic ipa l  E l ec tio ns) B il l — T o be fu rther considered in Committee
4. E lectric L ight and P ower B ill— R eport from Select Committee— To b e ta k e n  into consideration.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Wednesday, 6th November.

U s u r io u s  M o n e y -L e n d e r s — a t th ree  o’c lock .

(160 copies.)
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No. 26.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
O F TH E

LEG ISLA TIV E COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 6t h  NOVEMBER, 1895.

1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The P resident took the Chair.

3. T he President read the P rayer.

4. P resentation of A ddress to H is E xcellency the G overnor.— The President reported that he
had, this day, waited upon His Excellency the Governor and presented the Address of the Legis
lative Council, agreed to on the 29th October ultimo, and tha t H is Excellency had been pleased 
to make the following reply :—

Mr . P r e s id e n t  and H o n o ra b le  G en tlem en  o f  th e  L e g is la t iv e  C ou n cil :
I  thank  you in the name and on behalf of the Queen for the expression of loyalty and 

affection to Her M ajesty’s Throne and Person, and for the regard for H er M ajesty’s Representative, 
which you have been so good as to convey in the Address.

I t  will be my earnest endeavour to discharge the duties in trusted  to me to the best of my 
ability, and I  greatly  value the assurance of your ready co-operation w ith me a t all times in the 
promotion of the welfare and happiness of this community, and in the preservation of those ties 
which so happily unite the  M other-land and this great Colony.

B R A S S E T .
Governm ent Offices,

M elbourne, 6 th  November, 1895.

5. P aper.— T he H onorable H . C uthbert presented, by command of H is Excellency the Governor—
Charitable Institu tions.— Report of Inspector for the year ended 30th June, 1895.

Ordered to lie on the Table.

6. Cremation B ill .— T he Honorable F . S. Grimwade moved, T h a t he have leave to bring in a Bill to
regulate Cremation.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—T h at the Honorable F . S. Grimwade do prepare and bring in the Bill.
T he Honorable F. S. Grimwade then brought up a Bill intituled “A  B ill to regulate Cremation,” and 

moved, T h a t it be now read a first time.
Question—put and resolved in the  affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 

a second time on Tuesday next.

7. D ischarge of Orde“r of the D ay.— On the motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood
the following Order of the Day was read and discharged :—

Booh Debts B ill— Third reading.



8. B ook  D e b t s  B il l .— The H onorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood moved, T h a t this B ill be recommitted
to a Committee of the whole for the  reconsideration of clause 2 and a proposed new clause.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
A nd, on the further motion of the  H onorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T . Sargood, the President left the 

Chair, and the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the H onorable F . Brown reported th a t the  Committee had 

made progress in the  B ill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Committee may have leave 
to sit again.

Resolved T h a t the Council will, on Tuesday nex t, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

9. D a ir ie s  S u p e r v is io n  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of th is B ill having been
rea(i— the Honorable J .  S ternberg moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a second time.

The Honorable J .  H . Connor moved, T h a t the debate be now adjourned.
Question— T h at the debate be now adjourned—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h a t the debate be adjourned un til Tuesday next.

10. P o st p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  of  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders
of the D ay be postponed until Tuesday n e x t :—

Intestates’ Estates B ill— Consideration o f  Report.
Agricultural Colleges Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
M unicipal Overdrafts Indem nity B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading.
Local Government ( Municipal Elections') B ill— To be further considered in Committee^
Electric Light and Power B ill— Report from  Select Committee— To be taken into consideration.

11. A d j o u r n m e n t .——T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Council, a t its rising, adjourn
until Tuesday next.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

A n d then the Council, at thirty minutes past six  o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G EO RG E H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council,



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 26.

TUESDAY, 12t h  NOVEMBER, 1895.
Question.

1. T he Hon. J .  H . A bbott : To call the  attention  of the H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral to paragraphs 
in the Bendigo Advertiser of 21st and 23rd October, w ith  reference to the abrupt adjournm ent of the 
Supreme Court on 19th October, whereby a suitor who had been w aiting and attending the court
a t Bendigo a week, w ith  w itnesses, and had counsel engaged a t considerable cost, was prevented
from having her case heard by the  sudden closing of the  c o u r t ; and to ask if the Honorable the 
M inister w ill m ake inquiry as to the  cause thereof.

Government Business.
Or d e r s  of t h e  D ay  :—

1. M u n ic ip a l  Ov e r d r a ft s  I nd em nity  B ill— T o be further considered in Committee.
2. T r easury  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B il l — S econd reading.
3. L ocal G overnm ent (M un ic ipa l  E lectio ns) B il l — To be fu rther considered in Committee.
4. E lectric  L ig h t  a n d  P o w er  B ill— R eport from Select Committee-—To b e ta k e n  into consideration.

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. Crem ation  B il l— S econd reading.
2. B ook D ebts  B il l— T o be fu rther considered in Committee.
3. D a ir ie s  S u pe r v isio n  B il l — S econd reading— Resumption o f debate.
4. I n t e st a t e s’ E sta te s  B ill— Consideration of Report.
5. A gricultural  C olleges A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B ill— Second reading.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Tuesday, 12th November.

S t a n d in g  O r d e r s— at three o 'clock .
R e f r e s h m e n t  R ooms ( J o in t ) — at h a lf-p ast three o’c lock .

Wednesday, 13th November.
U su r io u s  M o n e y -L e n d e r s — at th ree  o’c lock .
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No. 27.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

L E G I S L A T I V E C O U N C I L .

TUESDAY, 1 2 t h  NOVEMBER, 1895.

1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. T he P residen t took the Chair.

3. The President read the P rayer.

4. M u n ic ip a l  O v e r d r a f t s  I n d e m n it y  B i l l .— The O rder of the D ay for the further consideration of
th is B ill in Committee of the whole having been read— the President left the Chair, and the Council 
resolved itself into Committee.

The P resident resumed the C h a ir ; and the Honorable F . Brow n reported -that the Committee had 
made progress in the Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Committee may have leave to 
sit again.

Resolved— T h at the Council will, on Tuesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

6. T r e a s u r y  D e p o s it s  I n t e r e s t  B i l l .— T he Order of the  D ay for the second reading of this B ill 
having been read— the Honorable W. M cCulloch moved, T h at this B ill be now read a second time. 

D ebate ensued.
T he Honorable J .  Balfour moved, T h a t the debate be now adjourned.
Question— T h a t the debate be now adjourned— put.
T he Council divided.

A yes, 16.
The Hon. J .  H . A bbott 

J .  Bell 
F . Brown 
J .  H . Connor 
T . Dowling 
D r. W . H . Enabling 
F . S. G-rimwade 
D. E . M cBryde 
R . Reid
L ieut.-C ol. Sir F . T . Sargood 
J .  Service 
S ir A . Snowden 
J .  A . W allace 
T . D . W anliss.

Tellers.

J .  Balfour 
N . Thornley.

A nd so it  was resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat the debate be adjourned until

Noes, 14.
T he Hon. E . J .  Crooke 

H . Cuthbert 
S. Fraser 
Gr. Godfrey 
D. Ham 
W. M cCulloch
D. M elville
E . M iller 
J .  M. P ra tt 
A. O. Sachse 
Gr. Simmie 
A . W ynne.

Tellers.

C. J .  H am  
S. W illiamson.

[Tuesday next.



6. P ostponement of Order  of the  D ay .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Order
of the Day be postponed until Tuesday next :—

Local Government ( Municipal Elections) Bill-— To be farther considered in Committee.

7. E lectric  L ight  and  P o w er  B il l .— T he Order of the D ay for the consideration of the R eport from
the Select Committee to w hich this B ill was referred having been read—the Honorable H . Cuthbert 
moved, T h a t the R eport be now adopted.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the E lectric L igh t and Pow er B ill and the Bill as amended 

by the Select Committee be now committed to a Committee of the  whole.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable IL. Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the Council 

resolved itse lf into Committee.
T he President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the  Committee had 

made progress, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Committee may have leave to sit again. 
Resolved—T h a t the Council will, on Tuesday nex t, again resolve itself into the  said Committee.

8. P ostponem ent  of Ord er s  of t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders
of the D ay be postponed until Tuesday nex t :—

Cremation B ill— Second reading.
Booh Debts B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

9. D a ir ie s  S uper v isio n  B il l .— The Order of the D ay for the resum ption of the  debate on the question,
T h a t th is Bill be now read a second time, having been read—

D ebate resumed.
T he Honorable A . 0 . Sachse moved, T h a t the debate be now adjourned.
Question— T hat the  debate be now adjourned— pu t and negatived.
D ebate continued.
M otion— T hat this B ill be now read a second time, by leave, w ithdraw n.
Ordered— T h at the  said B ill be w ithdraw n.

10. E vid e n c e  B ill .— The H onorable IL. Cuthbert moved, by leave, T h a t he have leave to bring in a Bill
to further amend the L aw  of Evidence.

Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
Ordered— T h at the H onorable H . C uthbert do prepare and bring in the Bill.
T he Honorable LI. C uthbert then  brought up a B ill in titu led  “ A  B ill to farther amend the Law o f 

Evidence,” and moved, T h a t it  be now read a first time.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 

a second time on Tuesday next.

11. P o stponem ent  of Or d er s  of th e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the  following Orders of
the D ay be postponed un til Tuesday n e x t ;—

Intestates} Estates B ill— Consideration o f  Report.
Agricultural Colleges A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— Second'reading.

12. A djo u r n m e n t .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Council, a t its rising, adjourn
until Tuesday next.

Question—pu t and resolved in the affirmative.

A nd then the Council, a t forty-five m inutes past nine o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  II . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 27.

TUESDAY, 19t h  NOVEMBER, 1895.
Questions.

T he H on. X ). M j s l v i l l e  ; To cull the  atten tion  of th e  Honorable the  Solicitor-G eneral to the danger 
to  the  community arising from the prolonged drought in A u s tra lia ; and to ask w hether the  
G overnm ent w ill consider th e  expediency of suspending the duties on im ported cereals, w ith  the 
view  of m itigating  hardships to the  people and saving our dairy herds from destruction during th e  
ensuing w inter.

2. T he  H on. E . J .  Crooke : To ask  the H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral w hether th e  Commissioners of
th e  Savings B an k  w ill reduce the  minimum am ount they w ill advance on m ortgage from  £200 to 
£ 100.

3. T he H on. J .  S e r v i c e  : T o ask  the  H onorable the M inister o f D efence—
1. On w h a t expert au thority  were the  recent reductions in the streng th  of the  V ictorian A rtillery

and other branches of th e  Defence Force made.
2. H av e  any reports been received by the  M inister of Defence from the M ilitary  Commandant, S ir

C harles H olled-Sm ith, re la ting  to such reductions; and, if so, w ill th e  M inister lay  these on the 
T able  of the H ouse.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. E v i d e n c e  B i l l — Second reading.
2. M u n ic ip a l  Ov e r d r a ft s  I n d e m n it y  B il l— To be further considered in Committee.
3. T r e a su r y  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B il l— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
4. E l e c t r i c  L i g h t  a n d  P o w e r  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.
5. L ocal G overnm ent  (M u n ic ip a l  E l ec tio ns) B il l — T o be fu rther considered in Committee.

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  -

1. Crem atio n  B il l— S econd reading.
2. B ook D e bts  B il l— T o be fu rther considered in Committee.
3. I n t e st a t e s’ E st a t e s  B ill— Consideration of Report.
4. A g ricultural  C olleges A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B ill— S econd reading.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Tuesday, 19 th November.

S t a n d in g  O r d e r s — at th ree  o’c lock .
R e f r e s h m e n t  R ooms ( J o in t ) — at h a lf-p a st three o ’c lock .

Thursday , 21 st November.
U s u r io u s  M o n e y -L e n d e r s — at th ree  o’c lock .

(160 copies.)
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Votes and Proceedings o f the  Legislative A ssem bly. N os. 67, 68, and 69. '
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Divisions in Committee of the  W hole. No. 18.
M allee Lands B ill— [6 2 ]. (T o  M em bers only.)
Companies A ct 1890 fu rther A m endm ent B ill—

B ill including and showing A m endm ents to be proposed by th e  A ttorney-G eneral. (T o  Members 
only.)

A dditional A m endm ents to  be proposed by M r. Isaac  A . Isaacs. (T o  M embers only.)
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No. 28.

MINDIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 19t h  NOVEMBER, 1895.
1. T he Council met in accordance w ith adjournm ent.

2. T he President took the Chair.

3. T he President read the P rayer.

4. E rror in  D iv isio n  L is t . T he P resident informed the Council that, in a division which took place in
the  Council on Tuesday last, the  Tellers for the “ N o e s h a d  recorded the name of the Honorable
S. W. Cooke instead of tha t o f the Honorable E . J .  Crooke ; whereupon the President directed th n  
Clerk to correct the Division L ist accordingly.

P a pe r . The Honorable H . C uthbert presented, by command of H is Excellency the Governor__
State B anking.— R eport of the Royal Commission on S tate Banking.

Ordered to lie on the Table.

6. M essage  from  th e  L eg islative  A ssembly .— T he President announced the receipt o f the following
M essage from the Legislative Assembly :— °

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n  Act 
relating to Mallee L a n d s , w ith which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assem bly, • Speaker.

M elbourne, 19th November, 1895.
7. M allee  L ands B il l .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill transm itted by the foregoing

•Message, intituled “ A n  Act relating to Mallee L a n d s /’ be now read a first time.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 

a second time on Tuesday next.
8. M essage  from  th e  L e g islative  A ssembly .— The President announced the receipt of the following

M essage from the Legislative Assembly :—
M r . P r e s id e n t —

The Legislative Assem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  Act to 
apply out o f  the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f  Seventy-four thousand nine hundred and nine pounds 
to the service o f  the year One: thousand eight hundred and ninety-four and ninety-fivef w ith which they 
desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 19th November, 1895.
9. Consolidated  R e v e n u e  B il l  (N o. 3).— T he Honorable LI. C uthbert moved, T hat the B ill trans

m itted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ A n A ct to apply out of the Consolidated Revenue the sum 
o f  Seventy-four thousand nine hundred and nine pounds to the service o f the year One thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-four and ninety-five,” be now read a first time.

Question pu t and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a  second time this dav.



10. E vidence  B il l .— T he O rder of the  D ay for the  second reading of this B ill having been read— the
Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is Bill be now read a second time.

D ebate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the  affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
T he Honorable IT. C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
A nd, on the further motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itse lf into Committee.
T he President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Committee had 

gone through the B ill and agreed to the same w ith  amendments.
Ordered— T h at the Bill, as amended, be printed, and taken  into consideration to-morrow.

11. P o stponem ent  of O r der  of th e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Order
of the D ay be postponed until to-morrow :—

Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumpition o f debate.

12. B ook D ebts B il l .— T he Order of the  D ay for the further consideration of th is B ill in Committee of
the whole having been read— the P resident left the Chair, and the Council resolved itse lf into 
Committee.

T he President resumed the Chair ; and the H onorable F . Brow n reported that the Committee had 
gone through the Bill and agreed to the same w ith  amendments.

Ordered— T h at the Bill, as amended, be printed, and taken into consideration to-morrow.

13. P ostponem ent of O rder  of the  D ay .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Order
of the D ay be postponed until to-morrow :—

M unicipal Overdrafts Indem nity B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

14. M e ssa g e  fro m  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T h e  fo llo w in g  M essa g e  from  H is  E x c e lle n c y  the
G overnor was presented by the Honorable H . C uthbert, and the same was read by the Honorable 
the President :—

B R A S S E Y , Ar .
Governor. Message No. 8.

T h e  G overnor informs the B egislative Council th a t he has, on th is day, a t the Government 
Offices, given the Royal A ssent to the underm entioned A cts of the present Session, presented to him 
by the Clerk of Parliam ents, v iz .:—

“ A n  A ct to provide fo r  Mining on the Marong Public Recreation Reserve by holders ofminei s ? ights.
“ A n  Act to regulate the Licensing o f Surveyors and fo r  other purposes.” _
“ A n  A ct fo r  Granting Amending and Consolidating Duties o f Customs and E xcise .;

Government Offices,
M elbourne, 18th N ovem ber, 1895.

15. E lectric  L ight  and  P ow er  B il l .— T he Order of the D ay for the further consideration of this
B ill in Committee of the  whole having been read—the P residen t left the Chair, and the Council
resolved itself into Committee.

T he P residen t resumed the C h a ir ; and the H onorable F . B row n reported th a t the Committee had made 
progress, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Committee may have leave to sit again. 

Resolved— T h a t the Council will, to-morrow, again resolve itse lf into the said Committee.

16. Co nsolidated  R e v e n u e  B ill  (N o. 3).— The Order of the Day for the  second reading of this B ill
having been read— the Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a second time. 

D ebate ensued.
Q uestion—put and resolved in the  affirmative.—B ill read a second time.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now com m itted to a Committee of the  whole. 
Q uestion—put and resolved in the affirmative.
A nd, on the further motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert, the President left the  Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee. .
T he P resident resumed the Chair ; and the H onorable F . Brow n reported that^ the Committee had 

made progress in the Bill, and th a t he was directed to  move, T h a t the Committee may have leave 
to sit again.

Resolved— T h a t the Council will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

17. P ostponement of Orders of th e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following
Orders of the Day be postponed until to-m orrow :—

Local Government (.Municipal Elections) B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Cremation B ill— Second reading.
Intestates’ Estates B ill— Consideration o f  Report.
Agricultural Colleges A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.

A nd then the Council, at forty-nine m inutes past ten  o’clock, adjourned un til to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 28.

!

WEDNESDAY, 2 0 t h  NOVEMBER, 1895.
Question.

1. T he Hon. D r. W . H . E m bling  : To call the  attention  of the Honorable the Solicitor-G eneral to the 
reports upon th e  sanitation of M elbourne ; and to ask if  the G overnm ent w ill cause the  H ealth  A ct 
to be properly enforced.

General Business.
N o t ic e  o f  M o t io n  :—

1. T he H on. L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . S argood : To move, T h a t there be laid before th is House—
1. T he report of the Commissioners of A udit relating  to the  paym ent by the H onorable the T reasurer

of in terest upon funds and bank deposits paid or indorsed to the  T reasurer by the Commissioners 
of Savings Banks.

2. A ny  le tters received by the Honorable the  T reasurer from the Commissioners in relation to the
“ B ill to authorize the paym ent of interest on certain deposits in the  T reasury .”

3. Copy of the  agreem ents entered into betw een the  la te  or the present T reasurer in relation to the
deposit by the Commissioners of Savings B anks of funds or bank deposits.

4. Copy of any recommendations or suggestions made to the T reasurer by the Commissioners of
Savings B anks in  relation to the  deposit by them  w ith the Treasurer ’of funds and bank 
deposits.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. B ook D ebts  B il l— Consideration of Report.
2. Crem ation  B il l— S econd reading.
3. I n t e st a t e s’ E sta te s  B ill— Consideration of Report.
4. A g ricultural  C olleges A ct 1890 A mendment B ill— S econd reading.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. Co nsolidated  R e v e n u e  B il l  (N o. 3)— To be further considered in Committee.
2 . E vid e n c e  B il l — Consideration of Report.
3. T re asury  D e po sit s  I nt e r e st  B il l— S econd reading— Besumption o f  debate.
4. M u n ic ipa l  Ov e r d r a ft s  I nd e m n ity  B il l— To be further considered in Committee.
5. E lectric  L ig h t  a n d  P o w er  B ill— To be fu rther considered in Committee.
6. L ocal G o vernm ent  (M un ic ipa l  E l ec tio ns) B il l — T o be further considered in Committee.

TUESDAY, 26t h  NOVEMBER.
Government Business.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D ay  :—

1. M a l l e e  L a n d s  B il l — Second reading.
G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,

Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.
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No. 29.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF TH E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 20t h  NOVEMBER, 1895.

1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. T he President read the Prayer.

4. I n t e r e s t  o n  S a v i n g s  B a n k s ’ D e p o s i t s .— The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood moved, T hat there
be laid before this House—

1. T he report of the Commissioners of Audit relating to the payment by the Honorable the
Treasurer of interest upon funds and bank deposits paid or indorsed to the Treasurer by the 
Commissioners of Savings Banks.

2. A ny letters received by the Honorable the Treasurer from the Commissioners in relation
to the “ Bill to authorize the payment of interest on certain deposits in the Treasury.”

3. Copy of the agreements entered into between the late or the present Treasurer in relation
to the deposit by the Commissioners of Savings Banks of funds or bank deposits.

4. Copy of any recommendations or suggestions made to the Treasurer by the Commissioners of
Savings Banks in relation to the deposit by them with the Treasurer of funds and bank 
deposits.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

5. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Order
of the Day be postponed until Tuesday n e x t :—

Booh Debts B ill— Consideration o f Report.

6. C o n s o l i d a t e d  R e v e n u e  B i l l  (N o. 3).— The Order of the Day for the further consideration of this
Bill in Committee of the whole having been read— the President left the Chair, and the Council 
resolved itself into Committee.

The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown having reported that the Committee 
had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.

The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T ha t the following be the title  of the B i l l :—
“ A n  Act to apply out o f  the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f Seventy-four thousand nine hundred and 

nine pounds to the service o f the year One thousand eight hundred and ninety-four and ninety-five. ” 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—T h at a M essage be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill w ithout amendment.
(500 copies)



7. E v i d e n c e  B i l l . T he O rder of the  D ay for the consideration of the R eport on this B ill having been
read— on the  m otion of the  H onorable H . C uthbert the  Council adopted th e  R eport from the 
Com m ittee of the  whole.

A nd, on the fu rther m otion of the H onorable H . C uthbert, th e  B ill w as read a th ird  tim e and passed. 
T he  H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t th e  follow ing be the  title  of the  B ill:—

“ A n  A ct to further amend the Law  o f  E vidence”
Q uestion— put and resolved in  the affirm ative.
O rdered— T h a t the  B ill be transm itted  to  th e  L egisla tive  Assem bly w ith  a M essage desiring their 

concurrence therein.

8. Crem a tio n  B il l .— T h e O rder of the D ay  for th e  second reading of th is B ill hav ing  been read— the
H onorable F . S. G-rimwade moved, T h a t th is  B ill be now read  a second tim e.

D ebate ensued.
T he H onorable D . M elville moved, T h a t  the debate be now  adjourned.
Q uestion— T h a t the  debate be now  adjourned— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t the  debate be adjourned un til Tuesday n ex t.

9. P ostpo nem ent  of Orders  of t h e  D a y .— O rdered, T h a t the  consideration of the follow ing Orders
of the D ay be postponed until T uesday  n e x t:—

Intestates’ Estates B ill— Consideration o f  Report.
Agricultural Colleges A c t 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.

10. M u n ic ip a l  O v e r d r a ft s  I n d e m n ity  B il l .— T he O rder of the  D ay for the  fu rther consideration of
this B ill in  Com m ittee of the whole having  been read— the P residen t le ft the Chair, and the  Council 
resolved itse lf  into Com m ittee.

T he P residen t resum ed the  C h a ir ; and the  H onorable F . B row n hav ing  reported th a t the Committee 
had gone th rough  th e  B ill and agreed to the  same w ithou t am endm ent, the  Council ordered the 
R eport to be tak en  into consideration th is day.

On the m otion of the  H onorable H . C u thbert the Council adopted the  R eport from  the  Committee 
of the  w hole on th is  B ill.

A nd, on the fu rther m otion of th e  H onorable H . C u thbert, the  B ill w as read a th ird  tim e and passed. 
T he H onorable H . C u th b ert moved, T h a t th e  follow ing be th e  title  of th e  B i l l :—

“ A n  A ct to indem nify the Councillors o f  various M unicipalities fo r  Borrowing Moneys by Overdrafts 
on Bankers fo r  the purposes o f  their M unicipalities contrary to the provisions o f  the ‘ Local 
Government A ct 1890 ’ and for other purposes.”

Q uestion— put and resolved in th e  affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t a M essage be transm itted  to the L eg isla tive  A ssem bly acquainting them  th a t the 

L egisla tive Council have agreed to th e  B ill w ithou t am endm ent.

11. E lectric  L ig h t  a n d  P o w e r  B il l .— T h e  O rder of the  D ay for th e  fu rther consideration of this B ill
in Com m ittee of the  w hole hav ing  been read —the P resid en t left th e  C hair, and the Council resolved 
itse lf into Com m ittee.

T h e  P resid en t resum ed th e  C hair; and the  H onorable F . B row n reported  th a t the  Com m ittee had 
made progress, and th a t  he was directed  to move, T h a t the  Com m ittee m ay have leave to sit again. 

R esolved— T h a t the Council will, on T uesday  nex t, again resolve itse lf into th e  said Com m ittee.

12. P o stpo nem ent  of O rder  of t h e  D a y .— O rdered, T h a t th e  consideration of the follow ing Order
of th e  D ay be postponed un til T uesday  n e x t:—

Local Government (.M unicipal E lections) B ill— To be fu rther considered in  Committee.

13. A d jo u r n m e n t .— T h e H onorable H . C u thbert moved, by leave, T h a t the  Council, a t its  rising, adjourn
un til T uesday  n ex t.

Q uestion— p u t and resolved in  the  affirmative.

A nd  then the  Council, a t seventeen m inutes p ast ten  o 'clock, adjourned u n til T uesday  next.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day,

No. "29.

TUESDAY, 26 t h  NOVEMBER, 1895.
Question.

1. T he H on. J .  C. Cam pbell  : To ask the Honorable the Solicitor-G eneral if  it  is a fact th a t the 
Governm ent intend to appoint an official from the P ostal D epartm ent as a veterinary surgeon to 
the Board of H ealth , a gentlem an who has had no practice or experience as a veterinary surgeon.

Government Business.
Or d e r s  of th e  D ay  :—

1. M a llee  L ands B il l — Second reading.
2. T reasury  D epo sit s  I n t e r e st  B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
3. E lectric  L ig h t  a n d  P o w er  B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
4. L ocal G overnm ent  (M u nic ipal  E lec tio ns) B il l — To be fu rther considered in Committee.

General Business.
Orders of t h e  D ay :—

1. B ook D ebts  B il l— Consideration of Report.
2. Crem ation  B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
3. I n t e st a t e s’ E sta te s  B il l— Consideration of Report.
4. A g ricultural  C olleges A ct 1890 A mendment B ill— Second reading.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Tuesday, 26th November.

S t a n d i n g  O r d e r s — at three o’clock.
R e f r e s h m e n t  R o o m s  ( J o i n t ) — at half-past three o’clock.

Wednesday, 2 7 th November.

U s u r i o u s  M o n e y - L e n d e r s -— a t th ree o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 20t h  NOVEMBER, 1895.
Notices of M otion and Orders of the Day. No. 29.

Notices of Motion and Orders of the  Day. No. 74.
A rara t M echanics’ In stitu te  Land B ill— [99].
Factories and Shops A ct 1890 Am endm ent B ill.— Am endm ents and N ew  Clauses to be proposed on 

Consideration of R eport or after T hird  Reading. (T o M embers only.)
Companies A ct 1890 further Am endm ent B ill.— N ew  Clause to be proposed in Committee by Mr. Beazley. 

(T o  M embers only.)
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No. 30.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF TH E

LEG ISLA TIV E COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 2 6 t h  NOVEMBER, 1895.

1. T he Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.
2. T he President took the Chair.
3. T he President read the Prayer.
4. S tanding  Orders  Committee.— The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood brought up the Report

from this Committee on Official Precedence.
Ordered to lie on the Table, to be printed, and taken into consideration on Tuesday next.

5. A djournm ent .— The Honorable F . S. Grimwade having stated his desire to move, T hat the House do
now adjourn, six Members rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed.

The Honorable F . S. Grimwade then said th a t he proposed to speak on the subject of the w ithdrawal 
of the Companies A ct 1890 further Am endment Bill, and moved, T hat the House do now adjourn. 

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and negatived.

6. P a pe r s .-—The Honorable H . Cuthbert presented, by command of H is Excellency the Governor—
Factories A ct Inquiry  Board.— M inutes of Evidence and Appendices.— In  substitution o f the

Paper laid on the Table on the 15th October ultimo.
Ordered to lie on the Table.
The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliam ent, were laid upon the 

Table by the Clerk :—
A gricultural Education.— Accounts of the Trustees of A gricultural Colleges and the Council of 

A gricultural Education from 1st January , 1894, to 30th June , 1894.
T he Constitution A ct Amendment A ct 1890, P a r t IX .—

Statem ent showing the name, remuneration, duties, &c., of person temporarily 
employed in  the Departm ent of the Legislative Council.

Statem ent showing the names, remuneration, duties, &c., of all persons temporarily 
employed in the Departm ent of the Legislative Assembly.

Savings B anks.— General Order No. 21.
W ater A ct 1890.—Rodney Irrigation  and W ater Supply T rust— Loan.

7. Message from the  L egislative  A ssembly.— The President announced the receipt of the following
M essage from the  Legislative Assem bly:—

M r . P resid en t—
T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act to 

further amend the ‘Instruments Act 1890,’ ” w ith which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative 
Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 26th November, 1895,



TUESDAY, 3r d  DECEMBER.
Question.

1. T he Hon. J .  C. C am pbell  : To ask the H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral if the Government have in 
their service a qualified veterinary  surgeon who has had practical experience and is a suitable person 
for the appointm ent of veterinary  surgeon to the Board of H ealth .

Government Business.
Orders of t h e  D ay  :—

1. I nstrum ents A ct 1890 fu r th e r  A m endm ent B il l— Second reading.
2. F actories a n d  S hops A ct 1890 A m endment B ill— Second reading.

General Business.
Or d e r  of t h e  D ay :—

1. S tanding- O rders Committee— R eport  on O ffic ia l  P r e c e d e n c e— T o be taken  into consideration.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Wednesday, 27th November.

U surious M oney-L e n d e r s—at th ree o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 21s t  NOVEMBER, 1895.
M inutes of the Proceedings of the L egislative Council. No. 29.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 30.
Factories and Shops B ill— [1 ]. (To M embers of Council only.)
Instrum ents B ill— f5 1 ], (To Members of Council only.)
Mallee Lands B ill.— Am endm ents to be proposed by the H on. L ieut.-C ol. Sir F . T . Sargood. (To 

Members of Council only.)

Votes and Proceedings of the  Legislative Assem bly. Nos. 73, 74, and 75.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 76.
Divisions in Committee of the  Whole. No. 20.
Evidence B ill— [106]. (To Members only.)
P lu ra l V oting Abolition and W omen’s Suffrage B ill.— Am endm ents to be proposed in  Committee by Mr.

K irton. (To M embers only.)
F irs t R eport of the P rin ting  Committee. D .— No. 1.
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No. 31.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEG ISLA TIV E COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 2 7 t h  NOVEMBER, 1 8 9 5 .

1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. P a pe r .— The following Paper, pursuant to the directions of an A ct of Parliam ent, was laid upon
the Table by the Clerk :—

Public Service A cts.— Regulation regarding Travelling Allowances.

5. L ate T r a in s .— The Honorable A. W ynne moved, T hat there be laid before this House a Return
showing—

1. T he number of times the trains from Warrnambool to Melbourne have been late during the
last six months.

2. The time each train was late.
3. The reason thereof.
4. The like from Melbourne to Warrnambool.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

6. Mallee  L ands B il l .— The Order of the Day for the resumption of the debate on the question, That
this Bill be now read a second time, having been read—

Debate resumed.
The Honorable J .  A. W allace moved, T h at the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, 4th February next. 
Debate continued.
Question—T hat the debate be adjourned until Tuesday, 4th February nex t—put and negatived. 
Debate further continued.
Question— T h at this B ill be now read a second time—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read 

a second time.
The Honorable H. C uthbert moved, T ha t this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the Council 

resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported tha t the Committee had 

made progress in the Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T hat the Committee may have leave 
to sit again.

Resolved—T hat the Council will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

7. P o stp o n em en t o f  O r d e rs  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following
Orders of the Day be postponed until W ednesday nex t :—

Cremation B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.'
Intestates' Estates B ill— Consideration o f Report.
Agricultural Colleges Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.

8. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y . — Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following
Order of the Day be postponed until to-m orrow :—

Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
(500 copies.)



9. E lectric  L ight and  P ow er B il l . T he Order of the Day for the further consideration of this
B ill in Committee of the  whole having been read—the President left the Chair, and the Council 
resolved itself into Committee.

T he President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported tha t the Committee had 
gone through the Bill and agreed to the same w ith amendments.

Ordered— T hat the Bill, as amended, be printed, and taken into consideration to-morrow.

10. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T ha t the consideration of the following Order
of the Day be postponed until to-morrow :—

Local Government (Municipal Elections') B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

And then the Council, at seventeen minutes past ten o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

GEO RO E H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 31.

THURSDAY, 28t h  NOVEMBER, 1895.
Government Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. E lectric  L ig ht  a nd  P o w er  B ill— Consideration of Report.
2. M allee  L ands B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
3. T reasury  D epo sits  I nt e r e st  B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
4. L ocal G o vernm ent  (M u nic ipal  E lectio ns) B il l — To be further considered in Committee.

TUESDAY, 3r d  DECEMBER.
Question.

1. The Hon. J .  C. Cam pbell  : To ask the Honorable the Solicitor-General if the Government have in 
their service a qualified veterinary surgeon who has had practical experience and is a suitable person 
for the  appointm ent of veterinary  surgeon to the  Board of H ealth .

Government Business.
Orders of t h e  D ay  :—

1. I nstrum ents A ct 1890 fu r th e r  A mendment  B il l — Second reading.
2. F actories a nd  S ho ps  A ct 1890 A mendment B ill— Second reading.

General Business.
Or d e r  of t h e  D ay :—

1. S tanding  Orders C ommittee— R eport  on Offic ia l  P r e c e d e n c e— To be taken  into consideration.

WEDNESDAY, 4t h  DECEMBER.
General Business.

Orders  of th e  D ay  :—
1. Cremation  B il l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
2. I n t e st a t e s’ E sta tes  B ill— Consideration of Report.
3. A g ricultural  Colleges A ct 1890 A mendment B ill— Second reading.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Tuesday, 3rd December.

R efresh m ent  R ooms ( J oint) — at half-past three o’clock.
P arliam ent  B uilding s ( J o int) — at a quarter to four o’clock.

Wednesday, 4th December.
U surious  M oney-L e n d e r s— at half-past tw o o’clock.

(120 copies.)



PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 27t h  NOVEMBER, 1895.
M inutes of the Proceedings of the Legislative Council. No. 30.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 31.
E lectric L ight and Pow er Bill—

Amendments to be proposed by the Hon. S ir A rthur Snowden, (T o Members of Council only.) 
Amendments to be proposed by the Hon. H . Cuthbert. (To Members of Council only.) 

Standing Orders Committee.— Report on Official Precedence. D 2.

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 77.
Book D ebts Bill— [9 3 ]. (To Members only.)
Jum bunna and O uttrim  R ailw ay Construction A ct 1895 Am endm ent B ill— [109].
Lapsed Bills Restoration B ill— [110].
P lu ra l Voting Abolition and W omen’s Suffrage B ill—

Amendment to be proposed in Committee by M r. B urton. (To Members only.) 
Amendment to be proposed in Committee by Sir Jo h n  M cIntyre. (To Members only.)
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No. 32.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF TH E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 28t h  NOVEMBER, 1895.
1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. T he President read the Prayer.

4. M essage  from H is  E xcellency  the G overnor .— The following Message from His Excellency the
Governor was presented by the Honorable H. Cuthbert, and the same was read by the Honorable 
th e  P re s id e n t:—

V ictoria .
B R A S S E T ,

Governor. ' Message No. 9.
The Governor informs the Legislative Council tha t he has, on this day, a t the Government 

Offices, given the Royal A ssent to the undermentioned Acts of the present Session, presented 
to him by the Clerk of the Parliam ents, v iz .:—

aA n  Act to apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f Seventy-four thousand nine hundred 
and nine pounds to the service o f the year One thousand eight hundred and ninety-four and 
ninety-five.”

“ A n Act to indemnify the Councillors o f various Municipalities fo r  Borrowing Moneys by 
Overdrafts on Bankers fo r  the purposes o f their Municipalities contrary to the provisions of 
the ‘ Local Government Act 1890 * and fo r  other purposes.”

Government Offices,
Melbourne, 26th November, 1895.

5. P apers .— T he following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several A cts of Parliament, were laid
upon the Table by the Clerk :—

Customs and Excise Duties A ct 1890—
M inor Articles used in M anufacture.— Glass Stoppers, Canvas Padding, &c.
D uty on Indiarubber Tires.

Fisheries A ct 1890—
Certain Varieties of F ish  added to the Second Schedule to the Fisheries A ct 1890. 
Oyster D redging in W estern P o rt Bay.
N etting in the vicinity of the M outh of the Y arra River.

Melbourne Harbor T rust.— The Accounts of the Melbourne Harbor T rust for the six months 
ended 30th June, 1895.

P o rt Phillip  P ilo t Sick and Superannuation Fund.—Regulations.
M arine A ct 1890.— Regulations for the Examination of M asters and Mates for Certificates of 

Competency.

6. D ischarge  of Order  of the D ay .— On the motion of the Honorable H. Cuthbert the following Order
of the Day was read and discharged :—

Electric Light and Power B ill^—Consideration o f Report.



7 .  E l e c t r i c  L i g h t  a n d  P o w e r  B i l l .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this Bill be
recommitted to a Committee of the whole for the reconsideration of clauses 6, 7, 14, 26, 31, 35, 39 
and proposed new  clauses.

Q uestion— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
A nd, on the fu rther motion of the  H onorable H . C uthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The P resident resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Committee had 

reconsidered clauses 6, 7, 14, 26, 31, 35, 39 and proposed new clauses, and agreed to the same w ith 
amendments.

T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the  R eport from the  Committee of the whole be 
taken into consideration th is day.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the  Honorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the  R eport from the Committee of 

the whole on this Bill.
Ordered— T h at the B ill be read a th ird  tim e on T uesday nex t.

8. M a l l e e  L a n d s  B i l l .— T he O rder of the D ay for the fu rther consideration of this B ill in Committee
of the whole having been read— the President le ft the Chair, and the Council resolved itself into 
Committee.

T he P residen t resum ed the  C h a ir ; and the  H onorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Committee had 
made progress in the  Bill, and th a t he w as directed to move, T h a t the  Committee may have leave 
to sit again.

Resolved— T h at the Council will, on Tuesday nex t, again resolve itself into the  said Committee.

9 .  P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders
of the D ay be postponed until T uesday n e x t :—

Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
Local Government ( Municipal Elections) B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

A nd then the Council, a t fifty m inutes past nine o'clock, adjourned un til Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 32.

TUESDAY, 3b d  DECEMBER, 1895.
Questions.

1. T he Hon. J .  C. Ca m pbell  : To ask the  Honorable the Solicitor-G eneral if the Government have in
their service a qualified veterinary  surgeon who has had practical experience and is a suitable person  
for the  appointm ent of veterinary  surgeon to the  Board of H ealth .

2. T he  H on. E . J .  Crooke  : T o call the a tten tion  of the  Honorable the Solicitor-G eneral to the manner
in w hich the Rolls for the  Legislative Council are compiled, and to ask—

1. W hether persons are entitled  to be enrolled for th is House who possess leases giving the
rig h t to acquire the  freehold of the ir selections and are rated a t £10  or over for the same.

2. I f  so, w ill he cause instructions to be issued to  th a t effect.

Government Business.
N otice  of M otion :—

1. T he Hon. H . C u t h be r t  : To move, T h a t during the rem ainder of the present Session the Council 
shall m eet for the  despatch o f business on Friday, and th a t half-past Four o’clock be the hour of 
m eeting.

Orders  of t h e  D ay  :—
1. E lectric  L ig h t  a n d  P o w er  B ill— T hird  reading.
2. M a llee  L ands B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
3. T reasury  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B il l— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
4. I nstrum ents A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l — Second reading.
5. F actories a n d  S hops A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B ill— Second reading.
6. L ocal G o vernm ent (M u n ic ipa l  E lec tio ns) B il l — T o be fu rther considered in Committee.

General Business.
Or d e r  of t h e  D ay  :—

1. S tanding  Orders Committee— R epo rt  on O ffic ia l  P re c e d e n c e— T o be taken  into consideration.

WEDNESDAY, 4t h  DECEMBER.
General Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1 . C r e m a t i o n  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
2 .  I n t e s t a t e s ’ E s t a t e s  B i l l — Consideration of Report.
3. A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.

G E O R G E  I-I. JE N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.



MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Tuesday, 3rd December.

R efresh m ent  R ooms ( J o int) — at half-past three o’clock.
P a r l i a m e n t  B u ilding s  ( J o int) — at a quarter to four o’clock.

Wednesday, 4 th December.
U surious M oney-L e n d e r s— at half-past tw o o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 28t h  NOVEMBER, 1895.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the D ay. No. 32.

Notices of Motion and Orders of the  Day. No. 78. 
Beet Sugar W orks B ill— [44].
M ildura Irrigation  T rusts  B ill— [4 9 ].



No. 33.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

L E G ISL A T IV E  COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 3r d  DECEMBER, 1895.

1. T he Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. T he President took the Chair.

3. T he President read the P rayer.

4. P etition .— The Honorable D r. W . H . Em bling presented a Petition  from the Corporation and Councillors
of the Shire of Strathfieldsaye, under the common seal of the said corporation, praying th a t the 
Council would see fit to re jec t any proposal to extend to shires the operation of the Factories and 
Shops A ct 1890 Am endm ent Bill.

Ordered to lie on the Table, and to be referred to the Committee of the whole on the Factories and 
Shops A ct 1890 Am endment Bill.

5. A djournment.— T he Honorable J .  C. Campbell having stated his desire to move, T h a t the House do
now adjourn, six Members rose in  the ir places and required the motion to be proposed.

The Honorable J .  C. Campbell then said th a t he proposed to speak on the subject of the appointment 
of a qualified veterinary surgeon who has had practical experience, and is a suitable person for the 
appointm ent of veterinary surgeon to the Board of H ealth , and moved, T hat the House do now 
adjourn.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and negatived.

6. P aper .— The Honorable H . C uthbert presented, by command of H is Excellency the Governor—
T hirty-first Report of the Board for the Protection  of the Aborigines in the Colony of V ictoria. 

Ordered to lie on the Table.

7 . A d jo u r n m e n t .— T he Honorable N . Thornley having stated  his desire to move, T h a t the House do
now adjourn, six M embers rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed.

T he Honorable N , Thornley then said th a t he proposed to speak on the subject o f the late arrival of 
trains, and moved, T h a t the House do now adjourn.

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and negatived.

8. M essage from the L egislative A ssembly.— T he President announced the receipt of the following
M essage from the Legislative A ssem bly :—

Mr . P resident—
T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n Act 

to abolish P lural Voting and remove the Disqualification o f Women in the Elections o f Members o f  the 
Legislative Assembly,” w ith which they  desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 3rd December, 1895.

9. P lural V oting A bolition and W omen's Suffrage B ill.— T he Honorable D. Coutts, for the
H onorable W . M cCulloch, moved, T h a t the  B ill transm itted by the foregoing Message, intituled 
“A n  Act to abolish P lural Voting and remove the Disqualification o f  Women in the Elections o f Members 
o f the Legislative Assembly ” be now read a first tim e.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday next.



10. M essage f r o m  the L egislative  A ssembly.—-T he P residen t announced the receipt of the  following
M essage from the Legislative A ssem bly

Mr . P resident—
T he L egislative A ssem bly transm it to the L egislative Council a B ill in titu led  “ A n  A ct to 

authorize the granting o f  a Lease o f  certain Crown L and  in the Parish o f  Moolap as a Site fo r  the 
Manufacture o f  S a lt, ’ w ith  w hich they  desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egislative A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 3rd Decem ber, 1895.

11. Moolap L and L easing B ill .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill transm itted  by
the foregoing M essage, in titu led  “ A n  A ct to authorize the granting o f  a Lease o f  certain Crown L and  
in the Parish o f  Moolap as a S ite  fo r  the M anufacture o f  Sa lt,” be now read a first time.

Q uestion— put and resolved in the  affirmative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be prin ted , and read 
a second tim e on T hursday  next.

12. Message f r o m  the L egislative A ssembly.— T he P residen t announced the  receipt of the following
M essage from the  L egislative A ssem bly:—

Mr . P resident—
T h e  Legislative A ssem bly transm it to the  L egislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n A ct 

relating to Disease affecting Vegetation,” w ith  w hich they  desire the concurrence of the Legislative 
Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assem bly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 3rd December, 1895.

13. V egetation D iseases B ill . — T he H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t the  B ill transm itted  by the
foregoing M essage, in titu led  “ A n  Act relating to Disease affecting Vegetation,” be now read a first 
time.

Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be prin ted , and read 
a second time on T hursday  next.

14. E lectric L ight a n d  P ower B ill .— T he O rder of the  Day for the th ird  reading of this B ill having
been read— B ill,,on  the motion of the  H onorable H . C uthbert, read a th ird  time.

On the motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert the follow ing am endm ents w ere made in the B ill—
In  clause A , page 3, line 38, th e  words “ sub-section (1) of th is ” w ere om itted, and the 

words “ the last preceding ”  inserted.
In  clause 27, line 43, the  w ord “ wire ” was om itted, and the word “ wires ” inserted.
In  clause 42, line 38, the word “ cost ”  was om itted, and the  word “ costs ” inserted.

T he H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t th is B ill do pass.
Q uestion—pu t and resolved in the  affirmative.
T he Honorable II . C u thbert moved, T h a t the  follow ing be the title  of th e  B i l l :—

“ A n A ct to facilita te and regulate the supply o f  E lectricity fo r  Lighting and fo r  other purposes.” 
Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t the  B ill be transm itted  to  th e  L egisla tive Assem bly w ith  a M essage desiring their 

concurrence therein.
15. A djournment.— The H onorable J .  Service having sta ted  his desire to move, T h a t the  House do now

adjourn, six  M embers rose in their places and required the  motion to be proposed.
T he H onorable J .  Service then  said th a t he proposed to speak on the subject of the  necessity of 

proceeding th is Session w ith the Companies- A c t Am endm ent B ill, and moved, T h a t the  House do 
now adjourn.

D ebate ensued.
Q uestion—pu t and negatived.

16. Mallee L ands B il l .— T he O rder of the  D ay for the  fu rther consideration of th is B ill in Committee
of the whole having been read— the P resident le ft the Chair, and the Council resolved itself into 
Committee.

T he P residen t resumed the C h a ir ; and the  H onorable F . B row n reported th a t the Committee had 
made progress in the B ill, and th a t he w as directed to move, T h a t the  Com m ittee may have leave 
to sit again.

Resolved— T h at the Council will, to-m orrow , again resolve itself into the  said Committee.
17. P ostponement o f  Orders o f  the D ay.— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders

of the D ay be postponed until to-m orrow :—
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
Instruments A ct 1890 fu rther Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Factories and Shops A c t  1890 Amendment B il l— Second reading.
Local Government (M unicipal Elections') B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Standing Orders Committee— Report on Official Precedence— To be taken into consideration.

A nd then the Council, a t tw enty-three m inutes past ten  o’clock, adjourned u n til to-morrow.

G E O R G E  II . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.
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Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 33.

WEDNESDAY, 4t h  DECEMBER, 1895.
General Business.

Orders of the D ay :—
1. Cremation B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
2. Intestates’ E states B ill— Consideration of Report.
3. A gricultural Colleges A ct 1890 A mendment B ill— Second reading.
4. S tanding  Orders Committee— R eport on Official P recedence— T o be taken  into consideration.

Government Business.
Orders of the  D ay :—

1. Mallee L ands B ill— To be fu rther considered in Committee.
21 T reasury D eposits Interest B ill— Second reading—Resumption o f  debate. •
3. I nstruments A ct 1890 further  A mendment B ill— Second reading.
4. F actories and S hops A ct 1890 A mendment B ill— Second reading.
5. L ocal G overnment (M unicipal E lections) B ill— To be fu rther considered in Committee.

THURSDAY, 5t h  DECEMBER.
Government Business.

N o t ic e  o f  M o t io n  :—

1. T he H on. H . C u t h b e r t  : To move, T h a t during th e  rem ainder of the  present Session the Council 
shall m eet for th e  despatch  o f  business on F riday, and th a t  half-past F our o’clock be the hour of 
m eeting.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. M o o l a p  L a n d  L e a s in g  B il l — Second reading.
2 . V e g e t a t io n  D i s e a s e s  B il l — Second reading.

TUESDAY, 10t h  DECEMBER.
Government Business.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y :—
1. P l u r a l  V o t in g  A b o l it io n  a n d  W o m e n ’s S u f f r a g e  B i l l — Second loading.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f the Legislative Council.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Wednesday, 4 th December.

U s u r io u s  M o n e y -L e n d e r s —at half-past two o’clock.

Tuesday, 10th December.
R e f r e s h m e n t  R ooms ( J o in t )— at half-past three o^cjfock.

(120 copies.)
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No. 34.

MINDIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS „
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 4t h  DECEMBER, 1895.

1. The Council met in-accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. T he President read the Prayer.

4. E c h u c a  A g r ic u l t u r a l  S h o w  G r o u n d s  S a l e  B il l .— The Honorable G. Simmie moved, by leave,
T hat he have leave to bring in a Bill to provide for the Sale of the Echuca Agricultural Associa
tion Show Grounds in the Borough of Echuca.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—That the Honorable G. Simmie do prepare and bring in the Bill.
The Honorable G. Simmie then brought up a Bili, intituled “ A  B ill to provide fo r the Sale o f the

Echuca Agricultural Association Show Grounds in the Borough o f Echuca,” and moved, That it be 
now read a first time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a  
second time on Wednesday next.

5. C o m p a n ie s  A ct  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood
moved, by leave, T hat he have leave to bring in a Bill to further amend the Companies Act 1890. 

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—T hat the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood do prepare and bring in the Bill.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood then brought up a Bill, intituled “ A  B ill to further

amend the ‘ Companies Act 1890/ ” and moved, T hat it be now read a first time.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 

second time on Tuesday next.

6. O f f ic ia l  P r e c e d e n c e .— The Order of the Day for the consideration of the Report from the Standing
Orders Committee on this question having been read—the Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T , Sargood 
moved, T ha t the Report be now adopted.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, T hat the Council adopt the following Address to H is 

Excellency the Governor :—
To His Excellency the Right Honorable Thomas, Baron Brassey, Knight Commander o f the Most 

Honorable Order o f the B a th ; Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over the Colony o f 
Victoria and its Dependencies, &c., fyc., fyc.

M a y  i t  p l e a s e  Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y  :

The Legislative Council of Victoria desire most respectfully to bring under the notice of 
Your Excellency a question of precedence arising out of the proceedings originally proposed to be 
observed on the occasion of the landing of Your Excellency on the 25th October last.

When the first order of procedure was published by the Government, the President of the 
Legislative Council noticed that the position allotted to him was subordinate to the whole of the 
Ministers, and also to the Honorable the Speaker.



The President thereupon wrote to the responsible M inister, and took exception to the position 
assigned him. In  reply he was promised by th e  M inister th a t the P resident’s “ proper place >} would 
be given to him.

On the day preceding the arrival of Your Excellency a new table of precedence was 
published, in w hich the President,observed, that, while his status had been allowed so far as the 
Honorable the Speaker was concerned, it was still intended th a t all the M inisters should rank above 
the President. T he P residen t demurred to this proposal, and declined to concur therewith. 
E ventually  a compromise for the  occasion was arrived at, and the President was accorded a similar 
position to th a t granted to the Honorable the ''P rem ier, and was given precedence of the other 
M inisters.

Since th a t time the leader of the G overnm ent in the Legislative Council has verbally 
intimated to the Council th a t the Governm ent m ight propose to approach Y our Excellency on the 
question of ‘official precedence, and,, it is presumed, tender Your Excellency certain; ad vice as to the 
status of the President. T he Legislative Council therefore feel tha t Y our Excellency should be 
informed of-the views and wishes of the Council.

The Legislative Council claim for their P resident th a t he should rank immediately after the 
following Im perial Officers, v iz . :— H is E xcellency the Adm iral in command on the A ustralasian 
Station, and H is Excellency the L ieutenant-G overnor of the Colony of V ictoria (when there is 
one); and the Legislative Council contend th a t th is position is justified and conceded to their 
President by section 10 of The Constitution A ct Amendment Act 1890, and section 11 of .the Supreme 
Court Act 1890, as f o l l o w .

. Section 10 o f The Constitution Act Amendment A c t  1890:—“ The Legislative Council and 
Legislative Assem bly of V ictoria respectively and the committees and members thereof respectively 
shall hold enjoy and exercise such and the like privileges immunities and powers as, and the 
privileges immunities and powers of the said Council and Assem bly respectively and of the 
committees and members thereof respectively are hereby defined to be the same as, a t the time of 
the passing of ‘ The Constitution Statute,[ were held  enjoyed and. exercised by the Commons House 
of Parliam ent of G reat B ritain  and Ireland and by the committees and members thereof, so far as 
the  same are not inconsistent w ith the said A ct, w hether such privileges immunities or powers were 
so held possessed or enjoyed by custom statu te or otherw ise.”

Section 11 o f the Supreme Court A ct 1890— “ One of the said Judges shall be styled ‘ The 
Chief Ju stice  of the Supreme,Court,, of the Colony of V ictoria,’ and until H er M ajesty’s pleasure be 
known he shall have-rank  and-precedence above and before a ll persons whomsoever in Victoria 
excepting the Governor and L ieutenant-G overnor thereof, and except a ll such persons as by law  or 
usage take place in England before the Lord Chief Ju stice  of England.

Hence it follows tha t, as the V ictorian C onstitution (like th a t of . G reat B ritain) embraces - 
two H ouses of Parliam ent, the respective heads of the two Houses hold corresponding rank in  their 
respective spheres to tha t enjoyed by the Lord Chancellor as Speaker- of th u  House of Peers, and 
by the R igh t Honorable the Speaker as chief officer of the House of Commons, .

/•' T h e .ran k  arid precedence of these tw o great officers of , tin© Im perial/Parliam ent are clearly 
--.uvv* defined by law arid usage. ‘ •

W ith  the exception of the  A rchbishop of C anterbury the Lord Chancellor takes rank- -imme- 
diately after the Royal fam ily; therefore, by analogy (there being no S tate  Church in Victoria, and 

vv • 'no. .ecclesiastical precedence), the P resident o f the  Legislative Council of Victoria ranks next after
, , the Queen’s R epresentatives, viz., H is Excellency the Adm iral and H is Excellency the Lieutenant-

Governor (when there is one).
F. o • ; - The sta tu s  of the President of the Legislative Council and th a t of the Honorable the

Speaker of the Legislative Assembly (so far as the Colony of V ictoria is concerned) is further
defined .by Rule No, 43 of the. S tanding R ules and Orders of the L egislative Assembly, and by,

: Standing O rder No". 238 of the Legislative Council, as follow :—
Rule No. 43 o f the Standing Rules and Orders o f  the Legislative Assembly— “ W hen a joint 

A ddress.shall; be ordered to be presented to the Governor by both Houses, the President and 
• x - t h e  Council, a n j  Mr.; Speaker, w ith  th is House,-proceed to the Governm ent House, 

and being adm itted to the, Qovernoifsrpresence, the  P residen t of the Council (w ith Mr. Speaker on 
iO- - hie left hand.) shall read. the. Add res s. t.o the  G overnor ” ... .

Standing Order No. 238 o f the Legislative Council— “ W hen it is ordered tha t an Address in 
which the Assem bly joins, the. C ounoil,be p resen ted  by the whole Council, such Address shall be, 

1 presented by the Presiderit, and sueh Members as may be named by the Council, together with the 
Speaker,~antl the M ehabers'appointed by the A ssem bly.”

F urther, all official documents and official procedure recognise the President as the senior 
officer. . ■ . i - - - v

vi - B y  Im perial p reeedeh t-the  rank of-M inisters, if they-are commoners, is below" th a t of the
R igh t Honorable the Speaker of the House of Commons. "" "

; - ‘J-. • x T he Legislative Council -therefore hum bly pray th a t Y our Excellency will riot sanction any
x order or. regulation w hich  w ill prejudicially affect the privileges of the Legislative Council and their

President.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

7 . ^Dis c h a r g e  o f  O r d e r  o p  t u b  D a y . - — On the motion of the Honorable G. Godfrey the following 
, : O rder of the  D ay was read rind discharged;—

Intestates’) E s ta te sR ill— Consideration o f  Report,



8 . I n t e s t a t e s ’ E s t a t e s  B i l l . — The Honorable G. Godfrey moved, That this Bill be recommitted to a
Committee of the whole for the consideration of a proposed new clause,

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable G . Godfrey, the President left the Chair, and the Council 

resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown having reported that the Committee 

had agreed to the Bill w ithout amendment, the Council ordered the Report to be taken into 
consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable A. W ynne the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable A . W ynne, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.

The Honorable A . W ynne moved, T ha t the following be the title  of the B il l :—
“ An A ct to amend the Law by making better provision fo r  the Widows o f certain Intestates in the 

distribution o f  such Intestates’ Property.”
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—T hat the Bill be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly with a Message desiring their 

concurrence therein,

9. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following
Order of the Day be postponed until W ednesday n e x t :—

Agricultural Colleges Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.

10. M a l l e e  L a n d s  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the further consideration of this Bill in Committee
of the whole having been read—the President left the Chair, and the Council resolved itself into
Committee.

The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee had 
made progress in the Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T hat the Committee may have leave 
to sit again.

Resolved—T hat the Council will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

11. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T ha t the consideration of the following
Orders of the Day be postponed until to-m orrow:—

Cremation B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
Instruments Act 1890 further Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Factories and Shops Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Local Government {Municipal Elections) B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

And then the Council, at three minutes past eleven o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 34.

THURSDAY, 5t h  DECEMBER, 1895.
Government Business.

N o t ic e  o f  M o t io n  :—

1. T he Hon. H . C u t h b e r t  : To move, T h a t during the rem ainder of the present Session the Council 
shall m eet for the despatch o f business on Friday, and th a t half-past Four o’clock be the hour of 
m eeting.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. M a l l e e  L a n d s  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.
2. T r e a s u r y  D e p o s i t s  I n t e r e s t  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
3. I n s t r u m e n t s  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.
4 . M o o l a p  L a n d  L e a s i n g  B i l l — Second reading.
5. V e g e t a t i o n  D i s e a s e s  B i l l — Second reading.
6. F a c t o r ie s  a n d  S h o p s  A ct  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B il l — Second reading.
7 . L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  (M u n i c ip a l  E l e c t io n s )  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.

General Business.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. C r e m a t io n  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.

TUESDAY, 1 0 t h  DECEMBER.
Government Business.

Or d e r  of t h e  D a y :—
1. P lural  V oting  A bolition  and  W omen’s S u ffr a g e  B il l — Second reading.

General Business.
Ord er  of t h e  D ay :—

1. Com panies A ct 1890 F u rth er  A m endm ent  B ill— Second reading.

WEDNESDAY, 11t h  DECEMBER.
General Business.

Orders of t h e  D ay  :—
1. E chuca A g ricultural  S h o w  G rounds S ale  B ill— Second reading.
2. A gricultural  Colleges A ct 1890 A mendment B ill— Second reading.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Tuesday, 10th December.

R efresh m ent  R ooms ( J o int) —at half-past three o’clock.

Wednesday, 11th December.
U surio us M oney:L e n d e r s— a t half-past tw o o’clock.

(120 copies.)
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M inutes of the Proceedings of the  Legislative Council. No. 33.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 34.

Notices of Motion and Orders of the  D ay. No. 81.
Beet Sugar W orks B ill.— Am endm ents to be proposed in Committee. (To Members only.)
Explosives A ct 1890 A m endm ent Bill.— A dditional N ew  Clause to be proposed by Mr. Best. (To 

Members only.)
Victorian B ailw ays T ru s t B ill.— Am endment to be proposed in Committee by M r. Rogers. (T o Members 

only.)



No. 35.

MINDIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF TH E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL:

THURSDAY, 5t h  DECEMBER, 1895.

1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. P a pe r ,— The Honorable H . C uthbert presented—

Late Trains.— R eturn  to an Order of the Legislative Council, dated 27th November, 1895, for 
a R eturn showing—

1. T he number of times the trains from W arrnambool to Melbourne have been late
during the last six months.

2. T he time each train was late.
3. The reason thereof.
4. T he like from Melbourne to Warrnambool.

5. A dditional  D ay' of B u sin e ss .— The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, pursuant to amended notice,
Thar, during the remainder of the present month, the Council shall meet for the despatch of business 
on Friday, and tha t half-past four o’clock be the hour of meeting.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

6. M allee  L ands B il l .— T he Order of the D ay for the further consideration of this Bill in Committee
of the whole having been read— the President left the Chair, and the Council resolved itself into 
Committee.

The President resumed the C h air; and the Honorable F. Brown reported that the Committee had 
gone through the Bill and agreed to the  same w ith amendments.

Ordered— T hat the Bill, as amended, be printed, and taken into consideration on Tuesday next.

7. M essage from the L egislative  A ssembly.— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

Mr . P r e s id e n t —

T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n Act to 
provide fo r  the Sale o f certain Land set apart as a Site fo r  a Mechanics’ Institute at Ararat,” with which 
they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, .. , Speaker.

Melbourne, 5th December, 1895.



8. A rarat M echanics’ I nstitute  S it e  S ale  B il l .— The Honorable S. W illiamson moved, T h a t the
B ill transm itted by the foregoing M essage, intituled “ An A ct to provide fo r  the Sale o f  certain Land  
set apart as a Site fo r  a Mechanics’ Institute at A rara t,” be now read a first time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday next.

9. P ostponement of Orders of th e  D ay .— Ordered, 4T h at the consideration of the following Orders
of the D ay be postponed until Tuesday n e x t :—

Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
Instruments Act 1890 further Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Moolap L and Leasing B ill— Second reading.
Vegetation Diseases B ill— Second reading.
Factories and Shops A c t  1890 Amendment B ill—Second reading.
Local Government (.Municipal Elections') B ill— To be further considered in  Committee.
Cremation B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.

10. M essage  from th e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssembly .— T he P resident announced the receipt o f the following
M essage from  the Legislative A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e sid en t—
T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n  Act 

to constitute Irrigation Trusts within the Irrigation Colony o f  M ildura and to invest such Trusts with 
certain powers and fo r  other purposes,” w ith  w hich they  desire the concurrence of the Legislative 
Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 5th December, 1895.

11. M il d u r a  I rrigation  T rusts  B il l .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill transm itted
by the foregoing M essage, intituled “ A n  A ct to constitute Irrigation Trusts within the Irrigation 
Colony o f  M ildura and to invest such Trusts with certain powers and fo r  other purposes f  be now read 
a first time.

Question— put and  resolved in the affirmative.—B ill read a  first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a  second time on W ednesday next.

12. A djo urnm ent .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Council, a t its rising, adjourn
until Tuesday next.

Q uestion—p u t and resolved in the affirmative.

A nd then the Council, a t th irty -e igh t m inutes past ten o’clock, adjourned un til Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 35.

TUESDAY, 10t h  DECEMBER, 1895.
Government Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D ay  :—
1. M a l l ee  L a nd s  B il l — Consideration of Report.
2. P lural  V o tin g  A bo litio n  and  W omen’s S uffr a g e  B il l — S econd reading.
3. F actories a n d  S h o ps  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B i l l — Second reading.
4. I nstrum ents A ct 1890 fu r t h e r  A m endm ent  B i l l — Second reading.
5. T r e a su r y  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B il l — S econd reading— Resumption o f  debate.
6. M oolap L a n d  L ea sin g  B il l— S econd reading.
7. V e g e t a t io n  D is e a se s  B il l — S econd reading.
8. A rarat  M e c h anics’ I n st it u t e  S it e  S ale  B il l— S econd reading.
9. L ocal G o vernm ent  (M u n ic ipa l  E lec tio ns) B il l — To be fu rther considered in Committee.

General Business.
Ord er s  o f  t h e  D ay :—

1. Co m panies  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m end m ent  B il l— Second reading.
. 2. Crem ation  B ill— S econd reading— Resumption o f  debate.

WEDNESDAY, 11t h  DECEMBER.
General Business.

Orders  of t h e  D ay  :—
1. E chuca  A g ricultural  S h o w  G ro u n d s  S ale  B il l — Second reading.
2. A g ric u ltu r a l  C o lleg es A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B ill— Second reading.

Government Business. ,
Or d e r  of t h e  D a y  :—

1. M il d u r a  I rrig atio n  T ru st s  B ill— Second reading.

G E O R G E  II . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk of the Legislative Council.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Tuesday, 10 th December.

R e fr e sh m e n t  R ooms ( J o in t)— a t half-past three o’clock.

Wednesday, 11 th December,
U surio us  M o ney-L e n d e r s— a t half-past two o’clock.

(160 copies.)



PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 5t h  DECEMBER, 1895.
N otices of Motion and Orders of the  D ay. No. 35.
M allee Lands Bill.— Am endm ents to be proposed by the Hon. J .  C. Campbell. (To Members of Council 

only.)

Notices of Motion and Orders of the  D ay. No. 82.
Customs and E xcise D uties A c t 1890—

M inor A rticles used in M anufacture. No. 79.
D uty  on Indiarubber Tires. No. 80.

Fisheries A ct 1890—
Certain varieties of F ish  added to the Second Schedule to the Fisheries A ct 1890. No. 81. 
Oyster D redging in W estern P o rt B ay . N o. 82.
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No. 36.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 10t h  DECEMBER, 1895.

1. T he Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. T he President read the. Prayer.

4. P etit io n s .— The Honorable D . M elville presented a Petition  from women resident in  Fitzroy in
favour of the extension of the Parliam entary Franchise to Women.

Petition  read and ordered to lie on the Table.
Similar Petitions were presented as under :—.

By the Honorable C. J .  H am —
From  women resident in Richmond.

By the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood—
From  women resident in South Y arra,

B y the Honorable W . P i t t—
From women resident in Footscray and elsewhere.

B y  the Honorable E . M iller—
From women resident in Kew.

B y the Honorable S. Fraser—
From  women resident in Prahran.

By the Honorable F . S. Grim wade—
From  women resident in Collingwood.

B y the Honorable D. Ham —
From  persons resident in Creswick and district.
From  persons resident in B allarat and district.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table.

o. Message from the  L eg islative  A ssembly.— T he President announced the receipt of the following 
Message from the Legislative Assembly

M r . P r e sid en t—
The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  Act to 

amend and continue an Act intituled ‘ A n Act to authorize the construction o f the Cape Patterson and 
Kilcunda Junction Railway and fo r  other purposes,’ ” with which they desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 10th December, 1895.

6. Cape  P atterson  and  K ilcunda  J unction R ailw ay  A ct A mendment and  Continuation  B ill .—  
The Honorable A. W ynne moved, by leave, T h a t all the Standing Orders relating to P rivate Bills be 
suspended in relation to the Bill to amend and continue an A ct to authorize the construction of the 
Cape Patterson  and K ilcunda Junction Railway and for other purposes, and that all fees be remitted 
w ith regard to such Bill.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable A. W ynne moved, T h at the Bill transm itted by the foregoing Message, intituled “A n  

A ct to amend and continue an A ct intituled ‘ A n  Act to authorize the construction o f  the Cape Patterson 
and Kilcunda Junction Railway and fo r  other purposes’ ” be now read a first time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time this day.



7. M essage from  th e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— The P resident announced the receipt of the  following
M essage from the L egislative A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e sid e n t —

T he Legislative A ssem bly transm it to the  Legislative Council a B ill intitu led  “  A n  Act to 
encourage the Establishment o f  the Sugar Beet Industry  in Victoria,” w ith  which they  desire the con
currence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egislative Assem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 10th December, 1895.

8. S ugar  B eet  B il l .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the B ill transm itted  by the foregoing
M essage, in titu led  u A n  Act to encourage the Establishment o f  the Sugar Beet Industry in Victoria,” 
be now read a first time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on T hursday next.

9. D isch arg e  of Or d e r  of t h e  D a y .— On the motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert the following
Order of the D ay w as read and discharged :—

Mallee Lands B ill— Consideration o f  Report.

10. M allee  L ands B il l .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be recom m itted to a
Com m ittee of the  whole for the reconsideration of clauses 2, 16, 17, 19, 24, 25, 39, 48, and 56. 

Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the fu rther motion of the Honorable IL. C uthbert, the  P residen t left the Chair, and the Council 

resolved itself into Committee.
T he Presiden t resumed the C h a ir ; and the H onorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Committee had 

reconsidered clauses 2, 16, 17, 19, 24, 25, 39, 48, and 56, and agreed to the  same w ith  amendments. 
T he  H onorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t th e  R eport from the Committee of the whole be 

taken into consideration th is day.
Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the R eport from the Committee 

of the whole on th is B ill.
A nd, on the further motion of the  H onorable H . C uthbert, the B ill was read a th ird  time and passed. 
The Honorable IL. C uthbert moved, T h a t the following be the  title  of the  B ill :—

“ A n  Act relating to'M allee L ands.”
Q uestion— pu t and resolved in the  affirmative.
O rdered— T h at the B ill be returned  to the Legislative A ssem bly w ith  a M essage acquainting them 

th a t the Legislative Council have agreed to  the same w ith  am endm ents, and requesting their 
concurrence therein.

11. P lural  V oting  A bolition  and  W omen’s S uffr ag e  B il l .— T he O rder of the  day for the second
reading of th is B ill having been read— the H onorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t this B ill be now 
read a second time.

D ebate ensued.
T he H onorable D. M elville moved, T h a t the debate be now adjourned.
Question— T h a t the  debate be now adjourned— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t the debate be adjourned un til to-m orrow.

12. I nstrum ents A ct 1890 fu r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l .— T h e Order of the D ay for th e  second reading
of this B ill having been read— the H onorable IL. C u thbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a 
second time.

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
T h e  H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is  B ill be now com m itted to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—p u t and resolved in the affirmative.
A nd, on the further motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert, the P residen t left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee. .
T he President resumed the C hair; and the Honorable F . B row n reported that^ the Committee ha 

made progress in the Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the  Com m ittee may have leave 
to sit again.

Resolved— T h a t the Council w ill, to-m orrow, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

13. Cape  P atterson  and  K il c u n d a  J unctio n  R a il w a y  A ct A m endment a n d  C o ntinuatio n  B il l .
— T he Order of the Day for the second reading of th is B ill having been read the Honorab e 
A . W ynne moved, T h a t this B ill be now read a second tim e.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
T he H onorable A . W ynne moved, T h a t th is Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole.
Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative. ,
A nd, on the further motion of the H onorable A . W ynne, the  P residen t left the Chair, an 6 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
T he P residen t resumed the Chair ; and the H onorable F . B row n having reported th a t the Commi ee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the  same w ithout amendment, the Council ordere 6 
R eport to be taken into consideration th is day. .

On the motion of the Honorable A . W ynne the Council adopted the R eport from th e  Commi e
of the  whole on th is B ill.



A nd, on the  fu rther motion of the Honorable A . W ynne, the B ill was read a th ird  time and passed. 
The Honorable A . W ynne moved, T h a t the following be the title  of the B i l l :—

“ A n  A ct to amend and continue an Act intituled ( A n  A ct to authorize the construction o f  the Cape 
Patterson and ICilcunda Junction Railway and fo r  other p u r p o s e s”

Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
O rdered—T h at a M essage be transm itted  to the L egislative Assembly acquainting them  th a t the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the  B ill w ithout amendment.

14. P ostponement of Orders  of th e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following 
O rders of the D ay be postponed until to-m orrow :—

Factories and  Shops A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
Moolap L a n d  Leasing B ill— Second reading.
Vegetation Diseases B ill— Second reading.
Ararat Mechanics’ Institute Site  Sale B i l l— Second reading.
Local Government {M unicipal Elections') B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Companies A ct 1890 fu rther Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Cremation B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.

A nd then the Council, a t tw enty-three m inutes past ten  o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 36.

WEDNESDAY, 11t h  DECEMBER, 1895.
General Business,

O rders  of t h e  D ay  :—
1. E chuca  A g ricultural  S h o w  G r o und s  S a le  B il l — Second reading.
2. A g r ic ultural  Co lleg es A ct 1890 A mendm ent  B ill— Second reading.
3. Co m panies A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m end m ent  B ill— Second reading.
4. Crem ation  B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.

Government Business.
Or ders  of t h e  D ay  :—

1. M il d u r a  I rrig atio n  T rusts  B il l— Second reading.
2. P lural  V o ting  A bolitio n  and  W omen’s S uffr a g e  B il l — Second reading— Resumption o f  delate.
3. I nstrum ents  A ct 1890 fu r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l — To be fu rther considered in Committee.
4. F acto ries  a n d  S h o ps A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B ill— Second reading.
5. T r e a s u r y  D e p o s i t s  I n t e r e s t  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate. ]
6. M oolap L and  L e a sin g  B il l — Second reading.
7. V eg e t a t io n  D is e a se s  B ill— Second reading.
8. A rarat  M ech anics’ I n st it u t e  S it e  S ale  B ill— Second reading.
9. L ocal G overnm ent  (M u n ic ip a l  E lec tio ns)  B il l — To be fu rther considered in Committee.

THURSDAY, 12t h  DECEMBER.
Government Business.

Or d e r  of t h e  D ay  :—
1. S ugar  B e et  B il l— Second reading.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Wednesday, 1 \ th  December.

U surio us  M oney-L e n d e r s—at half-past two o’clock. .

Tuesday, 17th December.
R e fr e sh m e n t  R ooms ( J o int)— at half-past three o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 6t h  DECEMBER, 1895.
M inutes of the Proceedings of the  Legislative Council. Nos. 34 and 35.
Notices of M otion and Orders of the Day. No. 36.
B eet Sugar W orks B ill— [4 4 ]. (To M embers of Council only.)
Companies B ill— [114]. (T o M embers of Council only.)
Instrum ents A ct 1890 fu rther Am endm ent Bill. — Am endm ents to be proposed by the H on. Lieut.-Col. S ir

F . T . Sargood. (T o  M em bers of Council only.)
Factories and Shops B ill.— A m endm ents to be proposed by the H on. H . C uthbert. (T o  M embers of 

Council only.)

Votes and Proceedings of the L egislative Assem bly. Nos. 80, 81, 82, and 83. 
N otices of M otion and Orders of the D ay. No. 84.
Divisions in Com m ittee of the W hole. No. 22.
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No. 37.

MINDIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 1 1 t h  DECEMBER, 1895.

1. The Council met in accordance w ith  adjournment.

2. T he President took the Chair.

3. The President read the P rayer.

4. P e t i t io n .— The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood presented a Petition  from J .  D. Law, G-. T .
Baker, and F. G. Sm ith, on behalf respectively of the Bank of Victoria, Limited, the Union Bank 
of Australia, Limited, and the N ational Bank of Australasia, Limited, praying th a t the Council 
would make amendments in the M ildura Irrigation  T rusts B ill so as to remove certain grievances 
set forth in the petition.

Petition read, ordered to lie on the Table, and to be referred to the Committee of the whole on the 
M ildura Irrigation  Trusts Bill.

5. Message from the  L eg islative  A ssembly.— T he President announced the receipt o f the following
M essage from the Legislative A ssem bly :—

M r . P resid en t—
T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  Act 

to prevent in certain cases the Lapsing o f B ills by the Termination o f a Session o f  Parliament,” w ith 
which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 11th December, 1895.

6. L apsed  B ills R estoration B il l .— The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the Bill transmitted
by the foregoing M essage, intituled “ A n  A ct to prevent in certain cases the Lapsing o f  B ills by the 
Termination o f a Session o f Parliament f  be now read a first time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday next.

7. P ostponement of Ord er  of the  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Order
of the D ay be postponed until to-m orrow:—

Echuca Agricultural Show Grounds Sale B ill— Second reading.

8. P ostponement of Order  of th e  D ay .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Order
of the Day be postponed until W ednesday n e x t :—

Agricultural Colleges Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
(500 copies.)



9. Co m panies A ct 1890 fu r t h e r  A m endment B il l .— T he O rder of the D ay for the second reading
of this Bill having been read— the H onorable L ieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t this B ill 
be noxv read a second time.

Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
T he Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t this B ill be now committed to a Committee

of the whole.
Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the fu rther motion o”f the H onorable Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T . Sargood, the  P residen t left the 

Chair, and the Council resolved itself into Committee.
T he P residen t resum ed the Chair ; and the H onorable F . Brown having reported th a t the Committee 

had gone through the B ill and agreed to the  same w ithout amendment, the  Council ordered the 
R eport to be taken into consideration th is day.

On the motion of the Honorable L ieut.-Col. S ir F . T . Sargood th e  Council adopted the R eport from the 
Committee of the  whole on this B ill.

A nd, on the further m otion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T . Sargood, the  B ill was read a third
tim e and passed.

T he Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t the following be the title  of the  B ill:—
“ A n  A ct to further amend the ‘ Companies A ct 1890 / ”

Q uestion— pu t and resolved in th e  affirmative.
Ordered— T h at the  B ill be transm itted  to the  Legislative A ssem bly w ith a M essage desiring their 

concurrence therein.

10. P ostpo nem ent  of Or d e r  of th e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the  following Order
of the D ay be postponed u n til W ednesday n e x t :—

Cremation B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.

11. M il d u r a  I rr ig atio n  T rusts  B il l .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of this Bill
having been read— the H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a second time. 

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
T he  H onorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now com m itted to a Committee of the  whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
A nd, on the fu rther motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert, the P residen t left the  Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself in to  Com m ittee.
T he P residen t resum ed the Chair ; and the  H onorable F . Brow n reported th a t the  Committee had made 

progress in the  B ill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Committee may have leave to sit 
again.

R esolved— T h a t the  Council will, to-m orrow, again resolve itse lf  into the said Committee.

12. P l u r a l  V oting  A b o litio n  a n d  W omen’s S uffr a g e  B il l .—T h e  O rder of the D ay for the
resumption of the debate on the  question— T h a t th is B ill be now read a second time, having been 
read —

D ebate resumed.
T he H onorable F . S. Grim wade moved, T h a t the debate be now adjourned.
D ebate continued.
Question— T h a t the  debate be now adjourned—put and resolved in the affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t the debate be adjourned un til to-morrow.

13. P ostponem ent  of Orders  of t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the  following Orders
of the  D ay be postponed un til to-morrow :—

Instruments A ct 1890 fu rther Amendment B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Factories and Shops A c t 1890 Amendment B il l— Second reading.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
Moolap L and Leasing B il l— Second reading.
Vegetation Diseases B ill— Second reading,
Ararat Mechanics’ Institute S ite  Sale B ill— Second reading.
Loccd Government (Municipal Elections') B ill— To be further considered in  Committee.

A nd then the Council, at ten m inutes past ten o’clock, adjourned u n til to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.
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Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 37.

THURSDAY, 12t h  DECEMBER, 1895.
Question.

1. T he H on. T . D ow ling  : T o ask  the  H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral i f  it is the intention of the
G overnm ent to  propose, before the close of the Session, any amendments in the Income T a x  A ct.

Government Business.
Orders of t h e  D ay  :—

1. P lural  V oting  A bolitio n  and  W omen’s S u ffr a g e  B il l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
2. M ild u r a  I r r ig a t io n  T r u s t s  B i l l — To be further considered in  Committee.
3. S ugar  B e et  B il l— Second reading.
4. I nstrum ents  A ct 1890 fu r t h e r  A m endm ent B il l— To be further considered in Committee.
5. F actories a n d  S h o ps A ct 1890 A mendm ent  B ill— Second reading.
6. T r e asury  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
7. M oolap L a nd  L e a sin g  B il l — Second reading.
8. V egetatio n  D ise a se s  B ill— Second reading.
9. A rarat M ech anics’ I n st it u t e  S it e  S ale  B ill— Second reading.

10. L ocal G overnm ent  (M un ic ipa l  E lectio ns)  B il l — To be further considered in Committee.

General Business.
Or d e r  of t h e  D ay  :—

1. E chuca A gricultural  S h o w  G ro und s  S ale  B il l — Second reading.

TUESDAY, 1 7 t h  DECEMBER.
Government Business.

Or d e r  of t h e  D ay :—
1. L a pse d  B ills  R esto ratio n  B ill— Second reading.

WEDNESDAY, 1 8 t h  DECEMBER.
General Business.

Orders of t h e  D ay :—
1. A g ricultural  C olleges A ct 1890 A mendment B ill— Second reading.
2. Cremation  B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Tuesday, 17 th December. .............

R efr e sh m e n t  R ooms ( J oint) — a t half-past three o’clock.
(120 copies.)



PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 11t h  DECEMBER, 1895.
N otices of M otion and Orders of the Day. No. 37.
Lapsed Bills Restoration B ill— [110]. (To M embers of Council only.)
Companies B ill— [114]. (Issue completed.)
Factories and Shops A ct 1890 Am endm ent B ill.— Amendment to be proposed by the Hon. D r. W . H.

Em bling. (T o  M embers of Council only.)
M ildura Irrigation T rusts B ill.— P etition . E l .

Notices of M otion and Orders of th e  D ay. No. 85.
M allee Lands B ill.— Am endm ents o f the L egislative Council. (T o  M embers only.)



No. 38.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

O F T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 1 2 t h  DECEMBER, 1895.

1. The Council m et in accordance w ith  adjournm ent. ’

2. T he P resident took the Chair.

3. T he President read the P rayer. '

4. A d jo urn m ent .— T he H onorable T . D owling having stated his desire to move, T h a t the House do now
adjourn, six  M embers rose in  the ir places and required the motion to be proposed.

The Honorable T . D ow ling then said th a t he proposed to speak on the  subject of the amendment of 
the Incom e T ax  A ct, and moved, T h a t the H ouse do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and negatived.

5. P etitio ns .— T he Honorable J .  Service presented  a Petition  from the Trustees, Executors, and Agency
Company, Lim ited, under the seal of the  said company, praying th a t the Council would make
amendments in the M ildura Irrigation  T rusts B ill so as to remove certain grievances set forth  in  the
petition.

P etition  read, ordered to lie on the  Table, and to be referred to the Committee of the  whole on the 
M ildura Irrigation  T rusts Bill.

A  similar P e tition  was presented by th e  Honorable J .  Service from R. E . Jacom b, Official Liquidator, 
for the City of M elbourne Bank, Lim ited, in liquidation, and for the  Federal B ank of A ustralia , 
L im ited, in  liquidation.

Ordered to lie on the Table, and to be referred to the Committee of the whole on the M ildura Irrigation 
T rusts B ill.

6. P l ural  V oting  A bo litio n  a n d  W omen’s S uffr ag e  B il l .— The Order of the D ay for the
resum ption of the  debate on the question— T h at this B ill be now read a second time, having been 
read—

D ebate resumed.
T he Honorable J ,  M. P ra tt  moved, as an amendment, T h a t all the words after the word “ T h a t” be 

omitted, w ith a view  to insert in  place thereof the  following words :— “ this House will not proceed 
w ith  the P lu ra l V oting A bolition and W omen’s Suffrage Bill until a measure has been submitted to 
Parliam ent, having for its object the reduction of the  number of Members in both Houses of P arlia 
m ent, in accordance w ith  the views expressed by the  Members of the Legislative Assembly on the 
occasion of the  last G eneral E lection, and demanded by the majority of the  electors.”

D ebate continued.



Question— T h a t the words proposed to be om itted stand part of the question— put. 
T he  Council divided.

Noes, 5.
T he H on. J .  H . A bbott 

J .  C. Campbell 
J .  A . W allace.

Tellers.

J .  M . P ra t t  
Sir A . Snowden.

Ayes, 31.
The Hon. J .  B alfour 

J .  Bell
F . Brown 
T . B runton
Sir W . J .  Clarke, B art.
J .  H . Connor
S. W . Cooke
D . Coutts
E . J .  CrOoke 
H . C uthbert 
T . D owling 
D r. W. H . E m bling
S. F raser
G. Godfrey
C. J .  H am
D. H am  
N . L evi
D . E . M cBryde 
W. M cCulloch
D. M elville
E. M iller
E . M orey 
W . H . S. Osmand 
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood 
J .  Service
G. Simmie 
N . T hornley 
W . I . W in ter-Irv ing  
A . W ynne.

Tellers.

F . S. Grim wade 
A . O. Sachse.

A nd so i t  was resolved in the  affirmative.

D ebate fu rther continued on the  question T h a t th is B ill be now read a second time. 
Q uestion— put.
T he Council divided.

A yes, 17.
T he Hon. J .  B alfour

J .  H . Connor
S. W . Cooke
E . J .  Crooke
H . C uthbert
G. G odfrey
F . S. Grim wade
C. J .  Ham
D. Ham 
N . Levi
W . M cCulloch
D . M elville
E . M iller
L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood
G. Simmie.

Tellers.

D . Coutts 
A . W ynne.

A nd so it passed in the negative.

Noes, 19.
T h e  H on. J .  H . A bbott 

J .  B ell
F . Brow n 
T . B runton 
J .  C. Campbell 
S ir W . J .  C larke, B art. 
T . Dowling 
D r. W . H . Em bling
S. F raser
E. Morey 
W . H . S. Osmand 
J .  M. P ra tt  
A . O. Sachse 
J .  Service 
S ir A . Snowden 
J .  A . W allace 
W. I . W in ter-Irv ing .

Tellers.

D. E . M cBryde 
N . Thornley.

7. M il d u r a  I rrig atio n  T rusts B il l .— T he O rder of the D ay for the  fu rther consideration of this 
B ill in  Committee of the whole having been read— the P resident le ft the Chair, and the Council 
resolved itse lf into Committee.

T he P residen t resumed the C h a ir ; and the H onorable F . B row n reported  th a t the Committee had 
made progress in the Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Committee may have leave to 
sit again.

Resolved— T h at the Council w ill, to-m orrow, again resolve itse lf into the said Committee.



8. P ostponement of Orders of the D ay.— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders 
^ ^ o f  the D ay be postponed until to-morrow :—

Sugar Beet B ill— Second reading.
Instruments A ct 1890 fu rther Amendment B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Factories and Shops Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
Moolap L and Leasing B ill— Second reading.
Vegetation Diseases B il l— Second reading.
Ararat Mechanics' Institute Site Sale B ill— Second reading.
Local Government (Municipal Elections) B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Echuca Agricultural Show Grounds Sale B ill— Second reading.

And then the Council, a t th irty-tw o minutes past eleven o’clock, adjourned un til to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 38.

FRIDAY, 13t h  DECEMBER, 1895.
Government Business.

Orders of t h e  D a y :—
1. M ildtjra I r r ig atio n  T r usts B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
2. S ugar B eet  B il l — S econd reading.
3. I nstrum ents A ct 1890 fu r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l— T o be fu rther considered in Committee.
4. F actories a n d  S hops A ct 1890 A mendm ent  B ill— S econd reading.
5. T reasury  D epo sits  I n t e r e st  B ill— S econd reading— Resumption o f debate.
6. M oolap L and  L e a sin g  B il l— S econd reading.
7. V egetatio n  D is e a s e s  B ill— S econd reading.
8. A rarat M ech anics’ I n st it u t e  S it e  S ale  B ill— S econd reading.
9. L ocal G overnm ent  (M un ic ipa l  E lec tio ns) B il l — T o be further considered in Committee. 

General Business.
O r d e r  of t h e  D ay  :—

1. E chuca A gricultural  S h o w  G rounds S ale  B il l— S econd reading.

TUESDAY, 17t h  DECEMBER.
Government Business.

Or d e r  o f  t h e  D ay  :—
1. L a p s e d  B il ls  R esto ratio n  B ill— Second reading.

WEDNESDAY, 18t h  DECEMBER.
General Business.

Orders of t h e  D ay :—
1. A g ricultural  Colleges A ct 1890 A mendment B ill— Second reading.
2. Crem ation  B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Tuesday, 17th December.

R e fr e sh m e n t  R ooms ( J o int)— a t half-past three o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 12t h  DECEMBER, 1895.
M inutes of the Proceedings of the Legislative Council. Nos. 36 and 37.
N otices of M otion and Orders of the  Day. No. 38.
Echuca Show Grounds B ill— [1 1 3 ] .
P lu ra l V oting Abolition and W omen’s Suffrage B ill.— N ew  Clauses to be proposed by the H on. Lieut.-Col. 

Sir F . T . Sargood, Hon. A gar W ynne, and  Hon. S. W . Cooke, (To M embers of Council only.)

Notices of M otion and Orders of the  Day. No. 86. 
A ustralasian Federation E nabling  B ill— [111].





No. 39.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

FRIDAY, 13t h  DECEMBER, 1895.
1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. T he President took the Chair.

3. T he President read the P rayer.

4. P a pe r s .—T he Honorable H . C uthbert presented, by command of H is Excellency the G-overnor—
Statistical R egister of the Colony of Victoria for the year 1894—

P a rt V .— Finance, &c.
P a rt V I .—V ital S tatistics, &c.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table.

5. M il d u r a  I rrigation  T rusts B il l .— The Order of the D ay for the further consideration of this B ill
in Committee of the whole having been read— the President left the Chair, and the Council resolved
itself into Committee.

The President resumed the C h a ir ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee had 
made progress in the  B ill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Committee may have leave 
to sit again.

Resolved— T hat the Council will, on Tuesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

6. P ostponement of Order  of th e  D ay .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Order of
the D ay be postponed until Tuesday n e x t :—

Sugar Beet B ill— Second reading.

7. I nstruments A ct 1890 fu r th e r  A m endment B il l .— T he Order of the D ay for the further con
sideration of this B ill in Committee of the whole having been read— the President left the Chair, 
and the Council resolved itself into Committee.

T he President resumed the C hair; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee had 
made progress in the Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T hat the Committee may have leave 
to sit again.

Resolved— T h a t the Council will, on Tuesday nex t, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

8. P ostponement of Orders of th e  D ay .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until Tuesday n e x t :—

Factories and Shops Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
Moolap L and  Leasing B ill— Second reading.
Vegetation Diseases B ill— Second reading.
Ararat Mechanics’ Institute Site Sale B i l l— Second reading.
Local Government (M unicipal Elections') B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Echuca Agricultural Show Grounds Sale B il l— Second reading.

A nd then the Council, at fifteen minutes past seven o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H. JE N K IN S ,
Cleric o f the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 39.

TUESDAY, 17t h  DECEMBER, 1895.
Question.

1. T he H on. G . G o d fr e y  : T o  ask  the  H onorable the M inister of D efence if his a tten tion  has been 
called to the  case of G illespie and the Queen, w here the Chief Ju s tic e  decided th a t the  petitioner, a 
Queenscliff artillerym an, was entitled  to 3s. a day re tirin g  allowance, as agreed by the G overnm ent, 
bu t th a t he had no rig h ts  to  enforce through the  courts because he w as a soldier ; and if the 
G overnm ent w ill pay the  m an the  amount, £ 6  17s. 3d., w hich th e  court decided the G overnm ent 
agreed to pay.

Government Business.
Or d e r s  of t h e  D a y  :—

1. M il d u r a  I r r ig a t io n  T ru st s  B ill— To be fu rther considered in  Committee.
2. S ugar  B e et  B il l — Second reading.
3. I n str u m en ts  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l — To be fu rther considered in Committee.
4. F acto ries  a n d  S h o ps  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B ill— Second reading.
5. T r e a su r y  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B il l— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
6. M oolap L a n d  L e a sin g  B il l— Second reading.
7. V e g e t a t io n  D is e a s e s  B il l— Second reading.
8. A rarat  M ec h a n ic s’ I n st it u t e  S it e  S ale  B ill— Second reading.
9. L a p s e d  B il ls  R esto r a tio n  B il l— Second reading.

10. L ocal G o vernm ent  (M u n ic ip a l  E lec tio n s) B il l— T o be fu rther considered in Committee.

General Business.
Or d e r  of t h e  D ay  :—

1. E chuca  A g r ic ultural  S h o w  G r o u n d s  S ale  B il l — Second reading.

WEDNESDAY, 18t h  DECEMBER.
General Business.

O rd ers  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. A gricultural Colleges A ct 1890 A mendment B ill— Second reading.
2. Cremation B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.

. MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Tuesday, VIth December.

R efreshment  R ooms (J oint)— at half-past three o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 13t h  DECEMBER, 1895.
M inutes o f the  Proceedings of the L egislative Council. No. 38.
Notices of M otion and Orders of th e  D ay. No. 39.

N otices of M otion and Orders of the  D ay. No. 87. 
Companies B ill— [1 1 4 ]. (To M em bers only.)





No. 40.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF TH E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 17t h  DECEMBER, 1895.
1.^The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. P etitions.— T he Honorable C. J . H am  presented a Petition  from Jam es M cEwan and Company,
Limited, under the common seal of the said company, and others, styling themselves Creditors of 
Chaffey Brothers, Limited, in liquidation, praying th a t the Council would make amendments in the 
Mil dura Irrigation  T rusts Bill so as to remove certain grievances set forth in the petition.

Petition read, ordered to lie on the Table, and to be referred to the Committee of the whole on the 
M ildura Irrigation  T rusts Bill.

A  similar Petition  was presented by the Honorable C. J .  Ham from S. Fischer and John  F. McCarron, 
styling themselves the Liquidators and Representatives of the Creditors of Chaffey Brothers, Limited, 
in liquidation.

Ordered to lie on the Table, and to be referred to the Committee of the whole on the M ildura Irrigation 
T rusts Bill.

-5. Mildura  I rrigation  T rusts B ill .— The Order of the Day for the further consideration of this Bill 
in Committee of the whole having been read— the President left the Chair, and the Council resolved 
itself into Committee.

The President resumed the C h a ir; and the 'H onorab le  F . Brown reported that the Committee had 
made progress in the  Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T ha t the Committee may have leave 
to sit again.

Resolved— T hat the Council will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

6. Message from the Legislative A ssembly.— The President announced the receipt of the following 
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

Mr . P r e s id e n t—
The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a M essage from H is 

Excellency the Governor recommending an amendment in the Bill intituled “ A n Act to amend and 
continue an Act intituled i A n  Act to authorize the construction o f the Cape Patterson and Kilcunda 
Junction Railway and fo r  other purposes/ ” and acquaint the Legislative Council tha t the Legislative 
Assembly have agreed to the amendment recommended by H is Excellency the Governor in this 
Bill, w ith w hich they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B ER R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 17th December, 1895.
B R A S S E Y ,

Governor. Message.
Pursuant to the  provisions of section 36 of The Constitution Act, the Governor transm its to 

the Legislative Assembly, for their consideration, the following amendment, which he desires to be 
made in the B ill intituled “ A n  A ct to amend and continue an A c t intituled ‘ A n  Act to authorize the 
construction o f  the Cape Patterson and Kilcunda Junction Railway and fo r  other purposes'* ” :— 

Pream ble, page 2, line 8, after “ Amendment A c t insert “ 1893,’-’
Government Offices,

Melbourne, 16th December, 1895.
On the motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert the Council agreed to the amendment recommended by 

H is Excellency the Governor, and ordered a Message to be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly 
acquainting them therew ith.



7. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y . T he P residen t announced the receip t o f the  following
M essage from the  L eg isla tive  A ssem bly :—

Mr . P r e s i d e n t —

T he L egisla tive A ssem bly re tu rn  to the L egislative Council the  B ill in titu led  “ A n  Act to 
amend the ‘ Printers and Newspapers A c t 1890,’ ” and acquaint the  Legislative Council th a t the 
L egisla tive A ssem bly have agreed to the same w ithou t am endm ent.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 17th D ecem ber, 1895.

8. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T he P residen t announced th e  receip t of the following
M essage from th e  L egisla tive  A ssem bly:—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
T he L egisla tive A ssem bly transm it to  th e  L eg isla tive Council a B ill intitu led  “ A n  Act 

to amend the ‘Police Regulation A ct 1890,’” w ith  w hich  they  desire the  concurrence of the  Legislative 
Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egisla tive A ssem bly, _ Speaker.

M elbourne, 17th Decem ber, 1895.

9. P o l i c e  R e g u l a t i o n  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T h e H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h at the
B ill transm itted  by the  foregoing M essage, in titu led  “ A n  A c t to amend the ‘ Police Regulation Act 
1890,’ ” be now read a first time.

Question— put and resolved in the  affirm ative.— B ill read a first tim e, ordered to  be prin ted , and read 
a second time to-morrow.

10. I n s t r u m e n t s  A c t  1 8 9 0  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T h e  Order o f th e  D a y  for  th e  further con
sideration o f th is B ill in Com m ittee of th e  w hole having  been read— the P resid en t left the Chair, 
and the Council resolved itself into Committee.

T he  P resid en t resum ed the  C hair; and the H onorable F . B row n reported  th a t the  Committee had 
gone through the  B ill and agreed to the same w ith  am endm ents.

T he  H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be recom m itted  to  a  Com m ittee of the whole for 
th e  reconsideration of clauses 4, 7, and 8.

Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
A nd , on the fu rther m otion of the  H onorable H . C u thbert, the  P residen t left th e  C hair, and the 

C ouncil resolved itse lf into Committee.
T h e  P residen t resum ed the  Chair ; and the  H onorable F . B row n reported th a t the  Committee had 

reconsidered clauses 4, 7, and 8, and agreed to the same w ith  am endm ents.
T h e  H onorable II . C u thbert moved, by leave, T h a t the  R eport from  th e  Com m ittee of the whole be 

taken  into consideration th is  day.
Q uestion— p u t and resolved in th e  affirm ative.
On the motion of the  H onorable H . C u thbert the Council adopted th e  R eport from  the  Committee of 

the whole on th is B ill.
A nd, on the  fu rth e r m otion of the H onorable H . C u thbert, th e  B ill w as read a th ird  time and 

passed.
T he  H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t th e  fo llow ing be th e  title  o f the  B ill :—

“ A n  A ct to fu r th e r  amend the ‘ Instrum ents A c t  1890.” ’
Q uestion— put and resolved in th e  affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t the B ill be re turned  to the  L egisla tive  A ssem bly  w ith  a M essage acquainting 

them  th a t the  L egisla tive Council have agreed to the same w ith  am endm ents, and requesting their 
concurrence therein .

11. F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T h e O rder of the  D ay for th e  second reading
of th is B ill hav ing  been read— the H onorable I I .  C u thbert moved, T h a t th is  B ill be now read a 
second time.

T he  H onorable L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t the  debate be now adjourned.
Question— T h a t the debate be now adjourned— pu t and resolved in the affirm ative.
Ordered— T h a t the debate be adjourned u n til to-m orrow .

12. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— O rdered, T h a t the  consideration of the following Orders
of the  D ay be postponed un til to -m orrow :—

Sugar Beet B ill— Second reading.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
Moolap L a n d  Leasing B ill— Second reading.
Vegetation Diseases B ill— Second reading.
Ararat Mechanics’ Institu te S ite  Sale B i l l— Second reading.
Lapsed B ills Restoration B il l— Second reading.
Local Government (M unicipal Elections) B ill— To be fu rther considered in Committee.
Echuca Agricultural Show Grounds Scde B i l l— Second reading.

A nd then  the Council, a t th irteen  m inutes past ten  o’clock, adjourned un til to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day,

No. 40.

WEDNESDAY, 1 8 t h  DECEMBER, 1 8 9 5 .

Question.
1. T he Hon. G-. G o d f r e y  : To ask the H onorable the M inister of Defence if his attention  has been 

called to the  case of G illespie and the Queen, w here the Chief Ju s tice  decided th a t the  petitioner, a 
Queenscliff artillerym an, was entitled to 3s. a day re tiring  allowance, as agreed by the Governm ent, 
bu t th a t he had no righ ts  to enforce through the courts because he was a soldier ; and if the 
G overnm ent w ill pay the man the amount, £ 6  17s. 3d., w hich the court decided the G overnm ent 
agreed to pay.

~General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y

1. A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.
2. C r e m a t i o n  B i l l — Second reading—Resumption o f  debate.
3 .  E c h u c a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S h o w  G r o u n d s  S a l e  B i l l — Second reading.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading—Resumption o f  debate.
2. M i l d u r a  I r r i g a t i o n  T r u s t s  B i l l — To be further considered in  Committee.
3. T r e a s u r y  D e p o s i t s  I n t e r e s t  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
4 .  M o o l a p  L a n d  L e a s i n g  B i l l — Second reading.
5. V e g e t a t i o n  D i s e a s e s  B i l l — Second reading.
6 .  A r a r a t  M e c h a n i c s ’ I n s t i t u t e  S i t e  S a l e  B i l l — Second reading.
7. S u g a r  B e e t  B i l l — Second reading.
8. P o l i c e  R e g u l a t i o n  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.
9. L a p s e d  B i l l s  R e s t o r a t i o n  B i l l — Second reading.

10. L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  ( M u n i c i p a l  E l e c t i o n s )  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 13t h  DECEMBER, 1895.
M inutes of the  Proceedings of the L egislative Council. No. 39. '
Notices of M otion and Orders of the Day. No. 40.
Police Regulation B ill— [90]. (T o  M embers of Council only.)
M ildura Irrigation  T rusts  B ill.— Am endm ents to be proposed by the Hon. A gar W ynne. (T o Members o f  

Council only.)

Votes and Proceedings of the  Legislative Assembly. Nos. 84, 85, 86, and 87.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 88.
Income T ax  1896.— Resolution to be proposed in Committee of W ays and M eans by M r. G. T urner.

(T o M embers only.)
P o rt Phillip P ilo t Sick and Superannuation F und.— R egulations. N o. 84.
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No. 41.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
O P T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 1 8 t h  DECEMBER, 1 8 9 5 .

1. The Council met in accordance w ith’adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4 .  P a p e r s .— The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several A cts of Parliament, were laid
upon the Table by the Clerk :—

N inth Annual Report of the  Proceedings of the Assistant Government S tatist in connexion 
w ith Trade Unions.—R eport for the year 1894, w ith an Appendix.

Bank Liabilities and A ssets.— Summary of Sworn Returns for the quarter ended 30th 
September, 1895.

5. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until W ednesday, 1st January n e x t :—

Agricultural Colleges Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Cremation B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f delate.

6 .  E c h u c a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S h o w  G r o u n d s  S a l e  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading
of this Bill having been read—the Honorable G. Simmie moved, T hat this Bill be now read a 
second time.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Honorable G . Simmie moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable G. Simmie, the • President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee. _
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the B ill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable G. Simmie the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of the 
whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable G. Simmie, the B ill was read a third time and passed. 
The Honorable G. Simmie moved, T hat the following be the title of the B il l :—

“ A n Act to provide fo r  the Sale o f the Echuca Agricultural Association Shoto Grounds in the 
Borough o f Echuca”

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat the Bill be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly with a Message desiring their 

concurrence therein.



7. F a c t o r ie s  a n d  S h o p s  A ct  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B il l .— The Order of the Day for the  resumption of the
debate on the question T h a t this B ill be now read a second time, having been read -^

D ebate resumed.
The Honorable J .  B ell moved, T h a t the debate be now adjourned.
Question— T h at the  debate be now adjourned— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at the  debate be adjourned until th is day.

8. M il d u r a  I r r ig a t io n  T r u s t s  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the further consideration of this
B ill in Committee of the  whole having been read— the P residen t left the  Chair, and the Council 
resolved itself into Committee.

T he P residen t resum ed the C hair ; and the H onorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee had 
gone through the  Bill and agreed to the same w ith  amendments.

T he Honorable I I . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be recommitted to a Committee of the  whole for 
the reconsideration of clauses 1, 3, 5, 6, 9, 15, 101, 114, and 149.

Question— pu t and resolved in the  affirmative.
A nd, on the  fu rther motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert, the P resident le ft the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itse lf  into Committee.
T he P residen t resum ed the  Chair ; and  the  Honorable F . B row n reported th a t the Committee had 

reconsidered clauses 1, 3, 5, 6, 9, 15, 101, 114, and 149, and agreed to the same w ith  amendments. 
T he Honorable H . C u thbert moved, by leave, T h a t the R eport from the  Committee of the whole be 

taken  into consideration th is  day.
Question— put and resolved in  the  affirmative.
On the m otion of the  H onorable H . C uthbert the  Council adopted th e  R eport from the Committee of 

the whole on th is B ill.
A nd, on the further m otion of the Honorable H . C uthbert, the  B ill was read a th ird  tim e and passed. 
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  follow ing be the  title  of the  B ill :—

“ A n  A ct to constitute Irrigation Trusts within the Irrigation Colony o f  M ildura and to invest such 
Trusts with certain powers and fo r  other purposes.”

Q uestion— put and resolved in  the affirmative.
Ordered— T h a t the  B ill be returned  to the  L egisla tive Assem bly w ith  a M essage acquainting them  that 

the Legislative Council have agreed to the  same w ith  am endm ents, and requesting the ir concurrence 
therein.

9 . M e s s a g e  fr o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s se m b l y .— T he P resid en t announced th e  receip t o f  the following
M essage from  the  L egislative A ssem bly :—

M r. P r e s id e n t —

T h e Legislative Assem bly transm it to the  Legislative Council a B ill in titu led  “ A n  Act to 
declare the Bates o f  Duties o f  Income T ax fo r  the Year ending on the thirty-first day o f  December One 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-sixfi w ith  w hich th ey  desire th e  concurrence of the Legislative 
Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egisla tive A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 18th December, 1895.

10. I nc o m e  T a x  R a t e  B i l l .— T he H onorable W . M cCullocli moved, T h a t th e  B ill transm itted  by the
foregoing M essage, in titu led  “ A n  A ct to declare the Rates o f  Duties o f  Income T a x  fo r  the Year ending 
on the thirty-first day o f  December One thousand eight hundred and ninety-six ,” be now read a first 
time.

Question— put and resolved in  the affirm ative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time to-morrow.

11. F a c t o r ie s  a n d  S h o p s  A ct 1890 A m e n d m e n t  B il l .— T he O rder of the D ay for the  resumption of
the  debate on the  question— T h a t th is B ill be now read a second time, having  been read—

D ebate resumed.
T h e  H onorable D. M elville moved, T h a t the debate be now adjourned.
Q uestion— T h a t the debate be now adjourned— pu t and resolved in the  affirmative.
Ordered— T h at the  debate be adjourned un til to-m orrow.

12. A r a r a t  M e c h a n ic s’ I n s t it u t e  S it e  S a l e  B i l l .— T h e O rder of the  D ay for the  second reading
of th is B ill having been read— the H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a 
second time.

Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.—-Bill read  a second time.
T he Honorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t th is  B ill be now  committed to  a Committee of the  whole. 
Q uestion— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
A nd, on the fu rther motion of the  H onorable H . C uthbert, the President left the  Chair, and the Council 

resolved itse lf into Committee.
T he  P residen t resumed the C hair ; and the H onorable F . B row n having  reported th a t the Committee 

had gone through the B ill and agreed to the  same w ithout am endm ent, the Council ordered the 
R eport to be taken  into consideration th is day.

On the motion of the H onorable II . C uthbert the Council adopted the R eport from the Committee of 
the whole on th is  B ill.

A nd, on the fu rther motion of the  H onorable II . C u thbert, the  B ill was read a th ird  time and passed. 
T he H onorable I I . C uthbert moved, T h a t th e  follow ing be th e  title  of the  B ill

“ A n  A ct to provide fo r  the Sale o f  certain L a n d  set apart as a Site fo r  a Mechanics’ Institute at 
A rarat

Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—-That a M essage be transm itted  to th e  L egisla tive A ssem bly acquain ting  them  th a t the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the  B ill w ith o u t amendment.



13. P o stpo n em en t  of  O r d er s  of th e  D ay.— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders 
of the Day be postponed until to-morrow :—

Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
Moolap Land Leasing B ill— Second reading.
Vegetation Diseases B ill— Second reading.
Sugar Beet B ill— Second reading.
Police Regulation Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Lapsed B ills Restoration B ill— Second reading.
Local Government {Municipal Elections) B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

And then the Council, a t thirty-five minutes past ten o'clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G E O R O E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motioit and Orders o f the Day,

No. 41.

THURSDAY, 1 9 t h  DECEMBER, 1 8 9 5 .
Questions.

1. T he H on. J .  H . C o nno r  : T o ask the H onorable the  M inister of D efence—
1. H as he any objection to sta te  how m any tons of beet-root were operated upon by th e  G overnm ent

A gricu ltu ral Chem ist (M r. Pearson) a t Mr. G oldie 's farm , P o rt F a iry , in converting the juice.
2. W h at w as the w eight of the converted juice.
3. W hat w as the  am ount of sugar obtained at th e  refinery from it.
4. W ith  regard to the  phenom enal percentage of sugar (20 to 22 per cen t.) in roots grown a t

R iddell's Creek, was there  anyth ing  in the  variety  of the  seed or mode of cultivation to account 
for such exceptional richness.

5. H ave any steps been taken  to grow  seed from these roots.

2. T h e  H on. J .  S e r v ic e  : T o call the  a tten tion  of the  G overnm ent to the  condition of the  telephone
provided for th is H ouse ; and to ask the  H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral w hether th e  a tten tion  of 
the H onorable the  M inister for P ub lic  W orks has been called to the  m atter.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. F a c t o r ie s  a n d  S h o p s  A ct 1890 A m e n d m e n t  B il l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
2. I n c o m e  T a x  R a t e  B il l — Second reading.
3. T r e a s u r y  D e p o s it s  I n t e r e s t  B il l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
4. M o o l a p  L a n d  L e a s in g  B il l — Second reading.
5. V e g e t a t io n  D is e a s e s  B il l — Second reading.
6. S u g a r  B e e t  B il l — Second reading.
7. P o lic e  R e g u l a t io n  A ct 1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.
8 . L a p s e d  B il l s  R e s t o r a t io n  B il l — Second reading.
9 . L o cal  G o v e r n m e n t  (M u n ic ip a l  E l e c t io n s )  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.

WEDNESDAY, 1s t  JANUARY, 1896.
General Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. A g ricultural  Co lleg es A ct 1890 A m endment  B ill— Second reading.
2. Crem ation  B ill— Second read ing— Resumption o f  debate.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 18t h  DECEMBER, 1895.
M inutes of the Proceedings of the L egislative Council. No. 40.
Notices of M otion and Orders of the  D ay. No. 41.
Incom e T ax  R ate  B ill— [9 4 ].
Moolap Land L easing B ill.—Am endm ents to be proposed by the Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood. 

(T o M embers of Council only.)

Notices of Motion and Orders of th e  D ay. No. 89.
E lectoral D istricts Boundaries A m endm ent B ill— [1 1 7 ].
Instrum ents A ct 1890 fu rther A m endm ent B ill.— A m endm ents of the Legislative Council. (T o  M embers 

only.)
M ildura Irrigation  T rusts  B ill.— Am endm ents of the L egislative Council. (T o M embers only.)
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No. 42.

MINDIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 1 9 t h  DECEMBER, 1895.
1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. P e t it io n .— The Honorable F . S. Grimwade presented a Petition from the Committee of M anagement
of the Women’s Hospital, signed by Agnes Shields and W . H. Gibson, styling themselves 
Honorary Secretary and Superintendent and Secretary respectively, praying tha t the Council would 
reject clauses 45 and 48 of the Factories and Shops A ct 1890 Amendment Bill.

Ordered to lie on the Table, and to be referred to the Committee on the Factories and Shops A ct 
1890 Amendment Bill.

5. A d jo u r n m e n t .— The Honorable J .  Servi.ce having stated his desire to move, T hat the House do now
adjourn, six Members rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed.

The Honorable J .  Service then said th a t he proposed to speak on the subject of the adjournment of
the Council for the holidays, and moved, T hat the House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and negatived.

6. M essag e  from  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A sse m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s id e n t —
T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n  Act to 

apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f Three hundred and twenty-one thousand six hundred 
and seventy-seven pounds to the service o f the year One thousand eight hundred and ninety-five and 
ninety-six w ith  which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  BER R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

M elbourne,'19th December, 1895.

7. C o n so l id a t e d  R e v e n u e  B il l  (N o. 4).— The Honorable H. C uthbert moved, T hat the Bill trans
m itted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ A n Act to apply out of the Consolidated Revenue the sum 
o f Three hundred and twenty-one thousand six hundred and seventy-seven pounds to the service o f the 
year One thousand eight hundred and ninety-five and ninety-six ” be now read a first time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time this day.

The Honorable H. C uthbert moved, T hat this B ill be now read a second time.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
The Honorable H. C uthbert moved, T hat this B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
T he President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown having reported tha t the Committee 

had gone through the B ill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of 
the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.



The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  following be the title  of the B ill :—
“ A n A ct to apply out o f the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f Three hundred and twenty-one 

thousand six  hundred and seventy-seven pounds to the service o f the year One thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-five and ninety-six ”

Question—put and resolved in the  affirmative.
Ordered— T h at a M essage be transm itted to the Legislative A ssem bly acquainting them  that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.

8. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T he President announced the receipt of the following
Message from  the Legislative Assem bly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assem bly re tu rn  to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n Act to 
constitute Irrigation Trusts within the Irrigation Colony o f  M ildura ancl to invest such Trusts with
certain powers and fo r  other purposes,” and acquaint the L egislative Council th a t the Legislative
Assem bly have agreed to some of the  amendments made in such B ill by the Legislative Council, 
and have disagreed w ith  others of the said amendments, and have agreed to one of the said 
amendments w ith an amendment, w ith  w hich they desire the  concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 19th December, 1895.

A nd the said am endm ents were read and are as follow :—

Amendments made by the Legislative Council. How dealt wj ^ gJ ^ ^ e Legislative

Clause 6, line 32, after “ M urray ” insert “ w hich irrig a tio n '
works are specified in the Second Schedule 
hereto.”

,, Omit the following sub-clause :—
“ (2) T he Second Schedule to this A ct 

sets forth  the whole or the  greater part of y D isagreed with, 
the w orks hereinbefore in th is section referred 
to ; but it  is hereby expressly provided th a t 
the  Second Schedule shall not be deemed in 
any m anner to lim it the generality of the 
provisions of this section.”

Clause 9, line 42, after “  directors)” insert “ and money I A greed to with the follow- 
w hich is proved to the satisfaction of the / ing am endm ent: — After 
M inister to have been specially advanced by > “ w ag es” insert “ and to 
M r. H enry W illiams of M ildura for the pay- I have been applied to that 
m ent of w ages.” J purpose.'”

Clause 114, line 34, a t end of line add “ T he am ount or j
amounts which may be so granted pursuant ( ni-sno.rpPf1 wjfh 
to th is A ct shall not exceed in the aggregate | °
the  sum of T w enty  thousand pounds.” )

On the motion of the H onorable I I . C uthbert the Council agreed not to insist on their amendments 
disagreed w ith by the  L egislative A ssem bly, and agreed to the amendment of the Legislative 
Assem bly on the amendment of the L egislative Council in clause 9.

O rdered— T h a t a M essage be transm itted to the Legislative A ssem bly acquainting them  that the 
L egislative Council do not insist on their amendments w ith  w hich the Legislative Assembly have 
disagreed, and have agreed to the am endm ent of the Legislative Assem bly on an amendment of 
the Legislative Council.

9. U s u r i o u s  M o n e y  L e n d e r s — S e l e c t  C o m m i t t e e .— T he H onorable D . M elville, on behalf of the
H onorable D. E . M cBryde, Chairman, brought up the R eport from th is Committee.

Ordered to lie on the Table, and, together w ith  the Proceedings of the Committee, M inutes of Evidence, 
and Appendices, to be printed, and the R eport to be taken  into consideration on Tuesday, 14th 
January  next.

10. P a p e r s .— T he following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several A cts of Parliam ent, were laid upon
the Table by the Clerk —

W ater A ct 1890.— B airnsdale Irriga tion  and W ater Supply T ru s t— Regulation No. 9. 
A gricultural Education.— A ccounts of the  T rustees of A gricu ltural Colleges and the Council 

of A gricu ltural Education*from 1st Jan u ary , 1895, to 30tli Ju n e , 1895.

11. F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the  resumption of
the debate on the question— T h at this B ill be now read a second time, having been read—

D ebate resumed.
The Honorable J .  M. P ra t t  moved, T h a t the debate be now adjourned.
Question— T h at the debate be now adjourned— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h a t the debate be adjourned until th is day.

12. I n c o m e  T a x  R a t e  B i l l .— T he Order of the  D ay for the second reading of this B ill having been
read— the H onorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a second time.

D ebate ensued.
T he Honorable T. Dow ling moved, T h a t the  debate be now adjourned.
Debate continued.
Question— T h a t the debate be now adjourned— pu t and negatived.
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Question—T h at this Bill be now read a second tim e—put and resolved in the affirmative.—B ill read 
a second time.

The Honorable W . McCulloch moved, T h at this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable W . McCulloch, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair; and the Honorable F . Brown having reported that the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same w ithout amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable W . McCulloch the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of 
the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable W. McCulloch, the Bill was read a third time and 
passed.

The Honorable W. McCulloch moved, T h a t the following be the title  o f the B il l :—
“ A n A ct to declare the Rates o f Duties o f Income Tax fo r  the Year ending on the thirty-first day 

o f December One thousand eight hundred and ninety-six P  
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—T h at a Message be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill w ithout amendment.

13. F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the resumption of
the debate on the question— T h at this B ill be now read a second time, having been read—

Debate resumed.
Question—T hat this Bill be now read a second time— put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read 

a second time.
The Honorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t this B ill be committed.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
The H onorable 'L ieut.-C ol. Sir F . T. Sargood moved, T h a t the Bill be committed to a Select 

Committee.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood moved, by leave, T hat Standing Order No. 183 be sus

pended so as to allow the Committee to consist of twelve members.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
T he Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood moved, by leave, T h a t the Select Committee consist of 

the Honorables S. A ustin, J .  Balfour, S. W. Cooke, H . Cuthbert, F . S. Grimwade, J .  M. P ra tt, J . 
Sternberg, N . Thornley, J .  A . Wallace, T . D. W anliss, W . I . W inter-Irving, and the M over; such 
Committee to have power to send for persons, papers, and records, and to move from place to place; 
three to be the quorum.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

14. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o p  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T ha t the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until Tuesday, 14th January  n e x t :—

Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
Moolap L and  Leasing B ill— Second reading.
Vegetation Diseases B ill— Second reading.
Sugar Beet B ill— Second reading.
Police Regulation A c t 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Lapsed Bills Restoration B ill— Second reading.
Local Government (Municipal Elections') B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

15. A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable W. McCulloch moved, by leave, T ha t the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until Tuesday, 14th January  next.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, a t forty minutes past ten  o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday, 14th January  next.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Cleric o f the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 42.

TUESDAY, 14t h  JANUARY, 1896.
Government Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. T r e a su r y  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B il l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
2. M oolap L a n d  L e a sin g  B il l— Second reading.
3. V eg eta tio n  D ise a se s  B ill— Second reading.
4. S ugar  B e et  B il l— Second reading.
5. P olice R e g u la tio n  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l — Second reading.
6. L a p s e d  B il l s  R esto ratio n  B ill— Second reading.
7. L ocal G overnm ent  (M u n ic ip a l  E l ec tio n s) B il l — To be fu rther considered in Committee.

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. U surio us  M o ney-L e n d e r s— R eport from Select Committee— To be taken  into consideration.
2. A g ric u ltu r a l  C olleges A ct 1890 A m endment B ill— Second reading.
3. Crem ation  B il l— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Wednesday, 15th January, 1896.

F actories a n d  S hops A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B ill— at th ree o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 19t h  DECEMBER, 1895.
Notices of M otion and Orders of the  D ay. No. 42.
Moolap Land Leasing B ill.—A m endm ent to be proposed by the H on. L ieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood. 

(To M embers of Council only.)

Notices of M otion and Orders of the  Day. No. 90. 
Echuca Show G rounds B ill— [113J. (To M embers only.) 
Licensing A c t 1890 A m endm ent B ill— [119].





No. 43.

MINDTE8 OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF TH E

LEG ISLA TIV E COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 14t h  JANUARY, 1896.
1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. T he President read the Prayer.

4. M essage  from the  L eg islative  A ssembly.— The President announced the receipt of the following
M essage from the Legislative Assembly :—

Mr . P resid en t—
The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n Act to 

enable Victoria to take part in the framing acceptance and enactment o f a Federal Constitution fo r  
A ustra la sia f w ith  which they  desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, " Speaker.

Melbourne, 14th January , 1896.

5. F ederation  of A ustralasia  E nabling  B ill .— The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat the Bill
transm itted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ A n  Act to enable Victoria to take part in the framing 
acceptance and enactment o f a Federal Constitution fo r  Australasia ,” be now read a first time. 

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Thursday next.

6. P apers .— The Honorable H . C uthbert presented, by command of H is Excellency the Governor—
Report of the Council of Judges under section 33 of the Supreme Court Act 1890.

Ordered to lie on the Table.
The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several A cts of Parliam ent, were laid upon the 

Table by the Clerk :—
Summary of Statem ents for the year 1894 made by Companies transacting Life Assurance 

business in Victoria.
Neglected Children's A ct 1890.— A lteration of Regulations.

7. T reasury  D eposits I nterest  B il l .— The Order of the Day for the resumption of the debate on the
question— T h at this Bill be now read a second time, having been read—

Debate ensued.
T he Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, by leave, T h a t the debate on the question— T hat 

this Bill be now read a second time— be re-opened.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, T hat this B ill be now read a second time.
D ebate ensued.
T he Honorable S. Fraser moved, T h a t the debate be now adjourned.
Question— T hat the debate be now adjourned— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat the debate be adjourned until Tuesday next.



8. M o o l a p  L a n d  L e a s i n g  B i l l .- T he O rder of the Day for the  second reading of th is B ill having
been read— the H onorable W . McCulloch. moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a second time.

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in  the affirm ative.— B ill read a second time.
T he H onorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t th is B ill be now committed to a Committee of the  whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the fu rther m otion of the  H onorable W . M cCulloch, the P resident left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itse lf into Committee.
T he P residen t resumed the C h a ir ; and the H onorable F . B row n reported th a t the Committee had gone 

through the B ill and agreed to th e  same w ith  an am endm ent.
T he H onorable W . M cCulloch moved, by leave, T h a t th e  R eport from the Com m ittee of the whole be 

taken into consideration th is day.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the  H onorable W . M cCulloch the Council adopted the  R eport from  the  Committee 

of the w hole on th is B ill.
A nd, on the fu rther m otion of the H onorable W . M cCulloch, the  B ill was read a th ird  time and passed. 
T he H onorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t the following be the  title  of the  B ill :—

“ A n A ct to authorize the granting o f  a Lease o f  certain Crown L a n d  in the Parish o f  Moolap as 
a Site fo r  the M anufacture o f  S a lt.”

Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at the B ill be re turned  to the  Legislative A ssem bly w ith  a  M essage acquainting them 

that the Legislative Council have agreed to the  same w ith  an am endm ent, and requesting their 
concurrence therein.

9. P o l i c e  R e g u l a t i o n  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he O rder of th e  D ay for the  second reading of
th is B ill having been read— th e  H onorable I I . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is  B ill be now read a second 
time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirm ative.— Bill read a second time.
T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now com m itted to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— pu t and resolved in  the  affirmative.
A nd, on the fu rther motion of the H onorable H . C u thbert, the  P resid en t left th e  Chair, and the 

Council resolved itse lf into Committee.
T he P residen t resumed the  C hair ; and the Honorable F . B row n reported th a t the Committee had gone 

through the B ill and agreed to the same w ith an amendment.
T he  Honorable H . C u thbert moved, by leave, T h a t the R eport from the  Com m ittee of the  whole be 

taken  into consideration th is  day.
Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
On the motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the R eport from the Committee of 

the whole on th is  B ill.
A nd, on the fu rther motion of th e  H onorable H . C u thbert, the B ill was read a th ird  tim e and passed. 
T he H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t the  follow ing be the  title  of th e  B i l l :—

<l A n  A ct to amend the c Police Regulation A ct 1890.’ ”
Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h a t the B ill be re tu rned  to the  L egisla tive A ssem bly w ith  a M essage acquainting them  that 

the L egislative Council have agreed to  the  same w ith  an am endm ent, and requesting  their concurrence 
therein.

10. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the  following Orders
of the D ay be postponed until to-m orrow :—

Vegetation Diseases B ill— Second reading.
Sugar Beet B ill— Second reading.
Lapsed B ills Restoration B ill— Second reading.
Local Government (M unicipal Elections) B ill— To be fu r th er  considered in Committee.
Usurious M oney-Lenders— Report fro m  Select Committee— To be taken into consideration. 
Agricultural Colleges A ct 1890 Amendment B il l— Second reading.
Cremation B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.

A nd then the Council, a t th irty  m inutes past nine o^clock, adjourned u n til to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Counctl.
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WEDNESDAY, 15t h  JANUARY, 1896.

Question.
1. T he Hon. G . D a v i s  : To ask the Honorable the  M inister o f Defence if he w ill obtain a fu ll report 

giving exact and specific particulars of the  dam and reservoir it is proposed to  construct across a gorge 
in the ranges near W all)alia, and lay the same on the T able of th is  House as early as conven ien t; 
and, in the m eantim e, induce his colleagues to suspend negotiations w ith  the promoters o f the 
work.

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. U surio us  M o ney-L e n d e r s— R eport from Select Committee— To be taken  into consideration.
2. A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e s  A c t  1890 A m end m en t B i l l — Second reading.
3. C r e m a tio n  B i l l — Second reading:—Resumption o f  debate.

Government Business.
Orders  of t h e  D ay  :—

1. V egetatio n  D ise a se s  B il l— Second reading.
2. S ugar  B eet  B il l— Second reading.
3. L a pse d  B il ls  R esto ratio n  B ill— Second reading.
4. L ocal G overnm ent  (M un ic ipa l  E lectio ns) B il l — To be further considered in Committee.

THURSDAY, 16t h  JANUARY.
Government Business.

Or d e r  o f  t h e  D ay :—
1. F e d e r a t io n  of A u st r a l a sia  E n a b l in g  B ill— S econd reading.

TUESDAY, 2 1 s t  JANUARY.
Government Business.

Or d e r  of t h e  D ay  :—
1. T reasury  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B il l— S econd reading— Resumption o f debate.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,

Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Wednesday, 15th January, 1896.

F actories a nd  S h ops A ct 1890 A m endment B ill— at three o’clock.

(120 copies.)
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No. 44.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF T H E

LEG-ISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 15t h  JANUARY, 1896.

1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. A djournm ent .— T he Honorable G . Davis having stated his desire to move, T hat the House do
now adjourn, six Members rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed.

The Honorable G-. Davis then said th a t he proposed to spe?A on the subject of the dam and reservoir
it is proposed to construct across a gorge in the ranges near W alhalla, and moved, T hat the House
do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and negatived.

5. M e ssa g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s la t iv e  A ssem b ly .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative A ssem bly:—

Mr . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled An Act to 
facilitate and regulate the Supply o f Electricity fo r  Lighting and fo r  other p u r p o s e s and acquaint 
the Legislative Council th a t the Legislative Assembly have agreed to the same with amendments, 
with which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B ER R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 15th January , 1896.

A nd the said amendments were read, and are as follow :—
(1) Clause 1, line 6, omit “ 1895 and insert “ 1896/"’
(2) Clause 3, page 2, line 48, omit “ subject to this Act.'”
(3) „  page 3, at end of clause add the following words :— “ and for the purposes of

placing constructing and maintaining such lines the Postmaster-General the 
said Board and the said Commissioners respectively shall have and may 
exercise the like powers and authorities as those conferred by the P °st 
Office A c t  1890 on the Postm aster-G eneral with regard to telegraph lines.

(4) Clause 7, omit this clause.



(5 )  In sert th e  fo llo w in g  n ew  c la u ses:—

A . A n y  com pany or person after h a v in g  obta in ed  an order under th e  Power to obtain order 
la st preced in g  sec tio n  m ay , su b ject to  th e  general p rovision s of th is  A c t ,  for extended area- 
a p p ly  for and be gran ted  an order a u th or iz in g  such  com p any or person  to  su p p ly  e lec tr ic ity  
for any p u b lic  or p r iva te  p urp oses w ith in  any area e x ten d in g  beyond  th e  lim its of the  
area sp ecified  in  such  first-m entioned  o r d e r ; and such  further order sh a ll be m ade so as 
to  ex p ire  at th e  sam e tim e as such  first-m entioned  order.

B . E v e r y  cou n cil sh a ll be en titled  to an order for it s  m u n icip a l Council entitled to 
d istr ic t order for its district.

C. I t  sh a ll be la w fu l for th e  G overnor in  C ou n cil (a fter  th e  M in ister  Cancellation of order
h as e ith er  heard a ll parties in terested  or g iv en  th em  an op p ortu n ity
to  be h eard ) to can cel and resc in d  w h o lly  or in  part an y  order gran ted  to  any council 
com pan y or person w h en ev er  it is  proved  to  th e  sa tisfa ctio n  o f  th e  G overnor in  C ouncil 
th a t th e  term s and con d ition s of su ch  order h a v e  n o t b een  com plied  w ith .

(6 )  C lau se 8, lin e  2 0 , after “ p a s s e d ” in sert “ pursuant to la w .”
(7 )  „ lin e  2 1 , om it “ b y  su ch  m ajority .”
(8 )  „ lin es 22 and 2 3 , om it th e  fo llo w in g  w ord s :— “ as is  prescribed  by th e  com pany’s

A c t  o f incorporation  for 'determ ining q u estion s at su ch  m e e t in g s” and insert 
“ o f  th e  com p an y .’-’

(9 )  C lau se  10, lin e  30 , a fter “ h as ”  in sert “ e ith er .”
(1 0 )  „ lin e  31 , a fter  “ in te r e s te d ” in sert “ or g iv e n  th em  an op portu n ity  to  be heard.”
( 1 1 )  C lause 14, lin e  4 5 , o m it “  loca l a u th o r ity -”  and in sert “ co u n c il.”
(1 2 )  C lau se 2 2 , lin e  36 , om it “ s i x ” and in sert “  n in e .”
(1 3 )  C lau se 2 3 , p age  10, lin e  9 , om it “  s ix  ” and in sert “ n in e .”
(1 4 )  C lau se 2 6 , lin e  4 0 , a fter  “ h as ” in sert “ e ith er ,” and after “ in terested  ” in sert “ or g iven

them  an opportunity  to  be h eard .”
(1 5 )  C lau se  2 8 , lin e  17, a fter  “ h a s ” in sert “  e ith er ,” and after “ in te r e s te d ” in sert “ or g iven

th em  an opportun ity  to be h eard .”
(1 6 )  C lau se  33 , p a g e  13, lin e  1, a fter “ l i n e ”  in sert “ of th e  u n d ertak ers.”
(1 7 )  C lause 38, lin es  18 and 19, om it “ to g e th er  w ith  any  e x p e n se s  incurred b y  th e  undertakers

in  cu tt in g  off su ch  su p p ly  o f e lec tr ic ity  as aforesaid  a r e ” and in sert “ is .”
(1 8 )  C lau se 41, p a g e  17, lin e  8, om it “ a f t e r ” and in sert “ b efore .”
(1 9 )  ,, p a g e  17, lin e  11 , om it “ after ” and in ser t “  b efore .”
(2 0 )  ,, p a g e  18, lin e  16, a fter “ p o w e r s ” in sert “ pursuant to  P a rt X I .  o f th e  Local

Government A c t  18 9 0  or to  an y  A c t  re la tin g  to  th e  m u n ic ip a lity  of such  
co u n c il,”  and after  “  borrow  ”  in sert “  m o n ey .”

(2 1 )  ,, p a g e  18, lin e  17, a fter “ aforesa id  ” om it th e  fo llo w in g  w ords “ on the
secu r ity  o f su ch  rates and th e  u n dertak in g  e ith er  to g e th er  or separately  ”  
and in sert “ upon  th e  credit o f su ch  m u n ic ip a lity , and th e  said  undertaking  
sh a ll be deem ed to  be a p erm an en t w o rk  and u n d ertak in g  w ith in  the  
m ean in g  o f th e  said  P a rt, or to be a purpose for w h ich  su ch  coun cil m ay  
borrow  m oney p u rsu an t to an y  such A c t  as th e  case  m ay b e .”

On th e  m otion of th e H on orab le  H . C u th b ert th e  C ou n cil agreed  to th e .sev era l am endm ents m ade by  
th e  L e g is la t iv e  A sse m b ly  in  th is  B il l ,  and ordered th a t a M essa g e  be tran sm itted  to  th e  L eg isla tiv e  
A sse m b ly  a cq u a in tin g  th em  th erew ith .

6 . A d j o u r n m e n t .— T h e H on orab le  N . T h o rn ley  h a v in g  sta ted  h is d esire  to  m ove, T h a t th e  H ou se  do now
adjourn, s ix  M em b ers rose in  th eir  p la ce s  and required  th e  m otion  to  be proposed .

T h e  H onorab le X . T h o rn ley  th en  said  th a t h e  p roposed  to  sp eak  on th e  su b ject o f  th e  rabbit p est in  
th is  co lon y , and m oved , T h a t  th e  H o u se  do n ow  adjourn .

D eb a te  ensued .
Q u estion — put and n eg a tiv ed .

7. M e s s a g e  fr o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T h e  P res id en t ann ou n ced  th e  receip t o f th e  fo llow in g
M essa g e  from  th e  L e g is la t iv e  A sse m b ly  :—

M r . P r e s id e n t —
T h e  L e g is la t iv e  A sse m b ly  tran sm it to th e  L e g is la t iv e  C ou ncil a B i l l  in titu led  “ A n  Act to 

amend the i Jumbunna and Outtrim R ailw ay Construction Act 1 8 9 5 ,’ ”  w ith  w h ich  th ey  desire the con
currence o f the L e g is la t iv e  C ou n cil.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L e g is la t iv e  A sse m b ly , Speaker.

M elbourne, 15th  J a n u a ry , 1896 .

8. J u m b u n n a  a n d  O u t t r im  R a il a v a f  C o n st r u c t io n  A ct 1895 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he Honorable
W . M cC u lloch  m oved , T h a t th e  B il l  tran sm itted  b y  th e  fo reg o in g  M essa g e , in t itu led  “ A n  Act to 
amend the 6 Jumbunna and Outtrim Raihoay Construction A c t  1 8 9 5 ,’ ” be n ow  read a first tim e. 

Q u estion — p u t and reso lved  in  th e  a ffirm ative .— B ill  read a first tim e, ordered to be printed , and read 
a secon d  tim e on T u esd a y  n e x t.

9 . M e s s a g e  fr o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T h e P res id en t an n oun ced  th e  receip t o f  th e  fo llow in g
M essa g e  from  th e  L e g is la t iv e  A sse m b ly  :—

M r . P r e s id e n t —
T h e  L e g is la t iv e  A sse m b ly  tran sm it to  th e  L e g is la t iv e  C ou n cil a B il l  in titu led  “ A n  A ct 

to provide fo r  the carrying on o f  the Business o f  Licensed Persons in certain circumstances and to provide 
fo r  the transfer and renewal o f  certain Licences,” w ith  w h ich  th e y  desire th e  concurrence o f  the  
L e g is la tiv e  C ouncil.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L e g is la t iv e  A sse m b ly , Speaker.

M elbourne, 15 th  J a n u a ry , 1896 .
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10. L icensing  A ct 1890 A mendment B ill  (N o. 2).— The Honorable II . C uthbert moved, T hat the
Bill transm itted by the foregoing M essage, in tituled “  A n  A ct to provide fo r  the carrying on o f  
the Business o f Licensed Persons in certain circumstances and to provide fo r  the transfer and renewal o f  
certain Licences ,”  be now read a first time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 
second time on T.uesday next.

11. U surious M oney-L e n d e r s .— T he Order of the Day for the consideration of the R eport of the Select
Committee on Usurious M oney-Lenders having been read— the Honorable D. E . M cBryde moved, 
T hat the R eport be adopted.

Debate ensued.
The Honorable J .  Service moved, as an amendment, T h a t after the words “ recommend tha t,” in the 

last paragraph of the Report, the words “ the Governm ent should take into consideration w h e th e r” 
be inserted and after the word “ should ” the word “ not ” be inserted.

D ebate ensued.
Question— T h at the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted—put and resolved in the affirmative. 
Question— T h at the Report, as amended, be adopted—put and resolved in th e  affirmative.

12. M essage from the  L egislative  A ssem bly .— T he P resident announced the receipt of the following
M essage from the Legislative Assembly :—

Mr . P r e s id e n t —
The Legislative Assem bly return  to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n  Act to 

authorize the granting o f a Lease o f  certain Crown Land in the Parish o f Moolap as a Site for the 
Manufacture o f  S a lt,” and acquaint the  Legislative Council th a t the  Legislative Assembly have 
agreed to the amendment made in such B ill by the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, lo th  January , 1896.

13. M essage  from the  L eg islative  A ssembly .— T he P resident announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assem bly :—

Mr . P r e s id e n t —
T he Legislative Assem bly return to the Legislative Council the B ill intituled “ A n Act to 

amend the ‘ Police Regulation Act 1890,’ ” and acquaint the  Legislative Council tha t the Legislative 
Assembly have agreed to the amendment made in such Bill by the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

M elbourne, lo th  January , 1896.

"14. P ostponement of Orders  of the  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders 
of the Day be postponed until W ednesday n e x t :—

Agricultural Colleges A c t 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Cremation B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.

15. S ugar  B eet  B il l .— T he O rder of the D ay for the second reading of th is B ill having been read
the Honorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t this B ill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
The Honorable N . Levi moved, T h a t the debate lie now adjourned.
Debate continued.
Question— T h at the debate be now adjourned—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at the debate be adjourned until Tuesday next.

16. P ostponement of O rders of the D ay .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until Tuesday n e x t :—

Vegetation Diseases B ill— Second reading,
Lapsed B ills Restoration B ill— Second reading.
Local Government (.Municipal Elections') B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

17. A djo urn m ent .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until Tuesday next.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

A n d  then the Council, at forty-three m inutes past nine o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Cleric o f the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 44.

TUESDAY, 2 1 s t  JANUARY, 1896.
Questions.

1. T he  Hon. G . D a v is  : To ask the Honorable the M inister of Defence if he will obtain a full report
giving exact and specific particulars of the dam and reservoir it is proposed to construct across a gorge 
in the  ranges near W alhalla, and lay the  same on the T able  of th is  House as early as conven ien t; 
and, in the m eantim e, induce his colleagues to suspend negotiations w ith  the. prom oters of the  
work.

2. T h e  Hon. G. G odfrey  : To ask the  H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral w hether the Governm ent, in
view  of the short tim e allowed for sending in the Incom e T a x  Schedules, w ill g ran t an extension of 
tim e to  send in the same till the  29 th  F ebruary .

3. T h e  Hon. J .  H . Co nno r  : T o ask the Honorable th e  Solicitor-G eneral w hat action, if any, the
G overnm ent intend to take  in  respect to the  Incom e T ax  Schedules, wherein no deduction column is 
provided for farmers to insert the  am ounts paid for the ir labourers* board and maintenance.

4. T he Hon. J .  S ter n ber g  : T o ask the Honorable the  Solicitor-G eneral if the G overnm ent intend to
introduce an am ending W ater Supply B ill this Session in view of the urgency of this m atter, 
w hich affects the  whole of th e  farm ing in terests in th e  northern portion of th is colony, and is a 
m atter of v ita l importance.

Government Business.
Orders of t h e  D ay  :—

1. S ugar  B e et  B il l— Second read ing—Resumption o f  debate.
2. L a pse d  B il ls  R esto ratio n  B ill— Second reading.
3. V e g etatio n  D ise a se s  B ill— Second reading.
4. J U M B U N N A  A N D  O U T T R IM  R A IL W A Y  C O N ST R U C T IO N  A C T  1895 A M E N D M E N T  B lL L — Second reading.
5. L ic ensing  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B ill  (N o. 2 )— Second reading.
6. F e d e r a t io n  of A u st r a l a sia  E n a b l in g  B il l— Second reading.
7. T r e asury  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B il l— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
8. L ocal G overnm ent  (M u n ic ipa l  E lec tio ns) B il l— To be further considered in Committee.

WEDNESDAY, 22n d  JANUARY.
General Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.
2. C r e m a t io n  B i l l — Second reading;— Resumption o f  debate.

G EO R G E H. J E N K IN S ,

Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Tuesday, 21sZ January.

F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B il l — a t half-past tw o o’clock. 
R e f r e s h m e n t  R o o m s  ( J o in t ) — at half-past three o’clock.

(160 copies.)
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No. 45.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 2 1 s t  JANUARY, 1896.

1. The Council m et in accordance w ith  adjournm ent.

2. The P resident took the Chair.

3. T he President read the P rayer.

4. A djo urnm ent .— T he Honorable J .  B ell having stated  his desire to move, T h a t the House do now
adjourn, six M embers rose in  the ir places and required the motion to be proposed.

The Honorable J . Bell then  said th a t he proposed to speak on the subject of sending in the  Income 
T ax  Schedules, and moved, T h a t the House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and negatived.

5. P e tit io n .— T he H onorable G. D avis presented a Petition  from certain  business people of the township
of Outtrim , praying th a t the Council, before assenting to a proposed expenditure of £900 in con
tingencies on a railw ay station, would take steps to give relief to the petitioners from the  hardship of 
being deprived of goods accommodation.

Petition read and ordered to lie on the  Table.

6. S ugar B e et  B il l .— T he Order of the  D ay for the resumption of the  debate on the question— T h at
this B ill be now read a second time, having been read—

Debate resumed.
T he Honorable S. F raser moved, T h a t the debate be now adjourned.
Question— T h a t the  debate be now adjourned— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— That the debate be adjourned until to-morrow.

7. P o s tp o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders
of the  D ay be postponed until to-m orrow :—

Lapsed B ills Restoration B ill— Second reading.
Vegetation Diseases B ill— Second reading.
Jumbunna and Outtrim Railw ay Construction A ct 1895 Amendment B ill— Second reading. 
Licensing A ct 1890 Amendment B ill (No. 2 )— Second reading.
Federation o f  Australasia Enabling B ill— Second reading.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
Local Government (M unicipal Elections') B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

And then the Council, at fifty-three minutes past nine o'clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G E O R O E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 45.

WEDNESDAY, 2 2 n d  JANUARY, 1896.
Questions.

1. T he  H on. J .  H . Connor : T o  ask  the H onorable th e  Solicitor-G eneral w hat action, if any, the
G overnm ent intend to tak e  in  respect to  the  Incom e T a x  Schedules, more particularly  in respect to 
farmers.

2. T he Hon. J .  B ell  : T o  ask  the  H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral if the arrangem ents recently  made
as to  paym ent of th e  premiums in connexion w ith  the fidelity guarantee of th e  officers of th e  Public 
Service w ill also apply  to th e  employes of the  V ictorian  R ailw ays.

General Business.
N otice of M otion :—

1. T he  Hon. G . D avis : T o move, T h a t th e  prayer of th e  petition presented from  the  business people of 
O uttrim  on th e  21st instan t, referring to th e  site of proposed railw ay station, be now taken  into 
consideration.

Orders of the D ay :—
1. A gricultural Colleges A ct 1890 A mendment B ill— Second reading.
2. Cremation B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.

Government Business.
Orders of the  D ay :—

1. S ugar B eet B ill— S econd reading—Resumption o f  debate.
2. Lapsed  B ills R estoration B ill— Second reading.
3. V egetation D iseases B ill— S econd reading.
4. J U M B U N N A  A N D  O U T T R IM  R A IL W A Y  C O N ST R U C T IO N  A C T  1895 A M E N D M E N T  BlLL— Second reading.
5. L icensing A ct 1890 A mendment B ill (N o . 2 )— Second reading.
6. F ederation  of A ustralasia  E nabling  B ill— Second reading.
7. T reasury D eposits I nterest  B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
8. L ocal G overnment (M unicipal  E lections) B ill— To be fu rther considered in Committee.

TUESDAY, 2 8 t h  JANUARY.
Question.

1. T he Hon. J .  S t e r n b e r g  : T o ask  the  H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral is i t  a fact th a t an officer of 
the P o sta l D epartm ent, M r. F . Cother, who holds a veterinary certificate, has been appointed to the 
responsible position of Chief In specto r under the  Board of H ealth  ; w hat practical experience has 
th a t gentlem an obtained for so im portant a  position, and w hat are his qualifications.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,

Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.
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No. 46.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

WEDNESDAY, 22m> JANUARY, 1896.
1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. M essag e  from  th e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative A ssem bly:—

M r . P r e s id e n t —

The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ An Act 
relating to Mallee Lands,” and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly have 
agreed to some of the amendments made in such Bill by the Legislative Council, and have disagreed 
with others of the said amendments, and have agreed to some of the said amendments w ith amend
ments, and have made two consequential amendments, w ith which they desire the concurrence of 
the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B ER R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 21st January, 1896.
Ordered—T hat the foregoing Message be taken into consideration to-morrow.

5. M e ssa g e  from  t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A sse m bly .— The President announced the receipt of the following 
■. Message from the Legislative A ssem bly:—

M r .  P r e sid e n t—

The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n Act to 
further amend the 1Instruments A c t 1890,” ’ and acquaint the Legislative Council tha t the Legislative 
Assembly have agreed to some of the amendments made in such Bill by the Legislative Council, 
and have disagreed with others of the said amendments, and have agreed to some of the said 
amendments w ith amendments, w ith which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B ER R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 21st January , 1896.
Ordered—T hat the foregoing Message be taken into consideration to-morrow.

6. P a p e r .— The following Paper, pursuant to the directions of an A ct of Parliament, was laid upon
the Table by the Clerk :—

Agricultural Education.— Accounts of the Trustees of Agricultural Colleges and the Council 
of A gricultural Education, from 1st Ju ly , 1894, to 31st December, 1894.

7. P roposed R ailway S tation at Outtrim .— The Honorable G. Davis moved, T hat the prayer of the
Petition presented from the business people of Outtrim on the 21st instant, referring to the site 
of proposed railway station, be now taken into consideration.

Debate ensued.
Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

8. P o stpo nem ent  of Or d er s  of th e  D a y .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until Wednesday next :—

Agricultural Colleges Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Cremation B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate. ' ' 1 '

(500 copies.)



9. S ugar  B e et  B il l .— T he Order of the D ay for the resum ption of the debate on the question— T h at
this B ill be now read a second tim e, having been read—

Debate resumed.
Question— T h at this B ill be now read a second tim e— put and resolved in the  affirmative.— B ill read a 

second time.
T he H onorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t th is B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the  affirmative.
A nd, on the further motion of the  Honorable W . M cCulloch, the P resident left the  Chair, and the 

Council resolv-ed itse lf into Committee.
T he President resumed • the Chair ; and the  H onorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Committee had 

made progress in the B ill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Committee may have leave 
to sit again.

Resolved— T h a t the Council will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

10. L a pse d  B il l s  R esto ratio n  B il l .— T he Order of the  D ay for the second reading of this Bill having
been read— the H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a second time.

D ebate ensued.
Question— put.
T he Council divided.

A yes, 8. Noes, 25.

T he Hon. H . C uthbert 
C. J .  H am  
W . M cCulloch 
E . M orey 
W . P i t t  
T . D. W anliss.

Tellers.

J .  H . A bbott 
G. G odfrey.

T he H on. J .  B ell
F . B row n
J .  H . Connor 
S. W. Cooke
G. Davis 
T . Dowling 
N . F itzG erald  
S. F raser
F . S. G rim w ade 
D . H am
N . Levi 
D . E . M cBryde
D. M elville
E . M iller
W . H . S. Osmand 
J .  M . P ra t t  
A . 0 .  Sachse
Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T . Sargood 
J .  Service
G . Simmie
S ir A . Snowden 
N . Thornley  
J .  A . W allace.

Tellers.
Dr. W \ H . Em bling 
J .  Sternberg.

A nd so it passed in the negative.

11. V egetatio n  D ise a se s  B il l .— T h e O rder of the  D ay for the second reading of th is B ill having been 
read— the Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
T he H onorable J .  S ternberg moved, T h a t the  debate be now  adjourned.
Question— T h a t the debate be now adjourned— put.
T he Council divided.

N oes, 15.
T he  Hon. J .  B ell

S. W . Cooke
H . C uthbert 
G . D avis 
T . D owling 
D r. W . H . E m bling 
G. Godfrey
D. Ham  
N . Levi 
W . M cCulloch
E . Morey
Lieut.-C ol. Sir F . T . Sargood 
Sir A . Snowden.

Tellers.

W . H . S. Osm and
G. Simmie.

A nd  so i t  passed in  the negative.
D ebate continued on the  question— T h a t th is  B ill be now read a second time.

A yes, 10.
T he H on. J .  H . A bbott 

F . B row n 
[ J .  H . Connor 
N . F itzG erald  
E . M iller 
W . P i t t  
A . 0 .  Sachse 
J .  A. W allace,

Tellers.

D . M elville 
J .  S ternberg.



Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
The Honorable H. C uthbert moved, T h a t th is Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert, the President left the Chair and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the C h a ir ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee had 

made progress in the Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T hat the Committee may have 
leave to sit again.

Resolved— T h at the Council will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

12. P ostponement of Orders of the D ay .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders 
of the D ay be postponed until to-morrow :—

Jumbunna and Outtrim Railway Construction Act 1895 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Licensing Act 1890 Amendment B ill (No, 2 )—Second reading.
Federation o f Australasia Enabling B ill— Second reading.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
Local Government (Municipal Elections) B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

And then the Council, at seventeen minutes past ten o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Cleric o f the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 46.

THURSDAY, 23r d  JANUARY, 1896.
Government Business.

Ord er s  of t h e  D ay  :—
1. S ugar  B e et  B il l— To be further considered in Committee.
2. M a l l ee  L and s  B ill— M essa g e  from  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly— To be taken  into consideration.
3. I nstrum ents  A ct 1890 fu r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l — M essage  from  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssembly

— To be taken  into consideration.
4. V eg eta tio n  D ise a se s  B ill— To be fu rther considered in Committee.
5. J um bunna  a n d  O uttrim  R a il w a y  Construction  A ct 1895 A mendm ent  B il l— Second reading.
6. L ic en sin g  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l  (N o. 2 )— Second reading.
7. F e d e r a t io n  of A u st r a l a sia  E n a b l in g  B il l— Second reading.
8. T r e a su r y  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B il l— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
9. L ocal G overnm ent  (M u n ic ipa l  E lec tio ns) B il l — To be further considered in Committee.

TUESDAY, 28t h  JANUARY. B
Questions.

1. T he H on. J .  S t e r n b e r g  : To ask  the  H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral is i t  a fact th a t an officer of
the P o sta l D epartm ent, M r. F . Cother, who holds a veterinary  certificate, has been appointed to the 
responsible position of Chief Inspecto r under the  Board of H ealth  ; w hat practical experience has 
th a t gentlem an obtained for so im portant a position, and w hat are his qualifications.

2. T he  Hon. J .  B e l l  : T o  ask th e  H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral if the arrangem ents recently made
as to  paym ent of the  premiums in connexion w ith  the fidelity guarantee of the officers of the Public 
Service will also apply to the  employes of the  V ictorian Railw ays.

WEDNESDAY, 29t h  JANUARY.
General Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.
2. C r e m a t i o n  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,

Cleric o f the Legislative Council.



MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Monday, 27 th January,

F a c t o r ie s  a n d  S h o p s A c t  1890 A m end m en t B ill— at four o’clock.

Tuesday, 28th January,
R efresh m ent  R ooms ( J oint) — at half-past three o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 2 2 n d  JANUARY, 1896.
M inutes of the Proceedings of the Legislative Council. No. 45.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 46.
Instrum ents A ct 1890 further A m endm ent Bill.— A m endm ents made by the Legislative Council How

dealt w ith  by the  Legislative Assem bly. (T o M embers of' Council only.)
M allee Lands B ill.— Am endm ents made by the  L egislative Council— H ow  dealt w ith  by the Legislative 

Assem bly. (To Members of Council only.)

Notices of Motion and Orders of the  Day. No. 96.
T rade U nions.— N in th  A nnual R eport of the Proceedings of the  A ssistan t Government S ta tist in 

connexion w ith— R eport for the year 1894, w ith  an A ppendix. No. 88.
A gricu ltural E ducation—

Accounts of the Trustees of A gricu ltural Colleges and the Council of A gricultural Education,
from 1st Ju ly , 1894, to 31st December, 1894. No. 77.

Accounts of the  T rustees of A gricu ltural Colleges and the Council of A gricultural Education,
from 1st Jan u ary , 1895, to 30th June, 1895. No. 90. ’



No. 47.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF TH E

LEG ISLA TIV E COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 23r d  JANUARY, 1896.
1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. T he President read the Prayer.

4. P ostponement of Order  of th e  D ay .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Order of
the D ay be postponed until Tuesday n e x t :—

Sugar Beet B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

5. M allee L ands B il l .— T he Order of the D ay for the consideration of the amendments of the Legis
lative Council disagreed w ith  by the Legislative Assembly, or agreed to by the Legislative Assembly 
w ith amendments, having been read—the said amendments were read and are as follow:—

Amendments made by the Legislative Council.

1. Clause 2 (page 2), line 4, after “ thereon” add “ For the pu r- ' 
poses of this definition if  any person before the 
said first day of Ju n e  proves to the satisfaction of 
the Board tha t he had before the said twenty- 
fourth day of October gone into possession of any 
portion of a mallee allotment or block and cleared 
or cultivated part thereof or made improvements 
thereon and the consent of the Board to any 
assignment or improvements was omitted to be 
obtained merely by inadvertence then the Board 
may give its consent to such assignment or 
improvements, and such consent shall have the 
like force and effect as if the same had actually 
been given previously to the date of such assign
ment or improvements ”

1.2. Clause 18 (page 8), line 12, before “ perpetual insert “ over a 
period not longer than the first six years of the 
term of the 33

3. Clause 19 (page 10), after sub-clause (8) insert new sub-clause—
(d) W here an agricultural allotment is selected either 

under licence or perpetual lease in any part of the 
Mallee Country or Mallee Border in which all 
future lines of road have not been determined and 
laid out, a righ t to construct a public road across 
such allotment may be reserved in such licence or , n . j

f 1 1  i  • 1* c» i e _o r - L / lS E ts iT G v U . W T u lleperpetual lease, and m lieu of any claim tor °

How dealt with b y  the Legislative 
A ss e m b ly .

Agreed to w ith the following 
amendments :— Line 3, after 
“ J u n e ” insert “ One thou
sand eight hundred and 
n inety -six” ; line 5, after 
“ in to ” insert “ and was in 
the actual line 6, omit “ or 
block.”

Disagreed with, and the fol
lowing consequential amend
ment made :—In  the same 
line of the same clause 
before “ te rm ” insert “ first 
six years of the.”

compensation for removing improvements on such 
allotm ent an allowance shall be made to the 
licensee or perpetual lessee for such reserve of j 
three acres per centum to licensees or perpetual i 
lessees of six hundred and forty acres and so in | 
proportion for any lesser quantity J



4. Clause 25, line 39, omit “ may if he th inks fit ” and insert “ shall ” D isagreed w ith.
5. „ after sub-clause (7) in sert new sub-clause—

A. (c) I f  it  appear th a t the failure to fulfil and comply w ith ' 
or the com m ittal of breaches of the covenants and 
conditions of any such licence on the part of the 
licensee is continuing the holder of the licence D isagreed with, 
lien thereof may after foreclosure transfer such 
licence to any person qualified to hold the same 
and approved by the Governor in Council

6. Clause 27, line 8, omit “ fo u r” and insert “ s ix ”

7. Clause 52, line 25, omit “ or T reasury  bonds or bills ”

{ A greed to w ith  the following 
am endm en t:— Omit “ s ix ”  and 
insert “ five.”

Disagreed w ith.

Clause 56, line 43, after “ com pensation” insert “ on the land 
included in such p e rm it”

( D isagreed w ith, and the follow- 
| ing consequential amendment 

m a d e :—Line 44, after “ w hat
soever”  insert “ on the land 
included in such perm it.”

On the motion of the Honorable H . C u thbert the  Council agreed to the amendments made by the 
Legislative A ssem bly in lines 3 and 5 of am endm ent 1.

T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat the Council agree to the  amendm ent made by the Legislative 
Assem bly in line 6 of am endm ent 1.

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and negatived.
On the motion of the Honorable LI. C u thbert the Council did not insist on their amendment 2, and 

agreed to the  consequential am endm ent made by the Legislative Assem bly.
T he Llonorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Council do not insist on amendm ent 3.
D ebate ensued.
Question— put and negatived. *
T he Llonorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Council do not insist on am endm ent 4.
D ebate ensued.
Question— put.
T he Council divided.

A yes, 8.
T he Hon. T. B runton  

IL. C u thbert 
G . D avis
D r. W . H . E m bling 
G. G odfrey 
W . M cCulloch.

Tellers.
S. F raser
F . S. Grim wade.

Noes, 21.
T he  H on. J .  I I . A bbott 

J .  Bell
F . Brow n 
J .  C. Campbell 
J .  H . Connor 
S. W . Cooke 
T . D ow ling
D. H am
E . Morey 
W. H . S. Osmand 
W . P i t t
C. Sargeant
Lieut.-C ol. Sir F . T . Sargood 
J .  Service 
Sir A . Snowden 
J .  S ternberg 
J .  A . W allace 
T . D. W anliss 
A. W ynne.

Tellers.
S. A ustin  
A . 0 .  Sachse.

And so it  passed in the negative.

T he  Llonorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat the  Council do not insist on am endm ent 5.
D ebate ensued.
Q uestion— put and negatived.
On the motion of the Llonorable H . C uthbert the Council agreed to the am endm ent made by the 

Legislative Assem bly in am endm ent 6.
T he H onorable LI. C uthbert moved, T h a t the Council do not insist on am endm ent 7.
D ebate ensued.
T he H onorable J .  Service moved, as an  amendment, T h a t the following w ords be added to the m otion: 

— “ but under protest, because this H ouse is of opinion th a t th is amendment is not such as the 
Council is, by the 56th section of The Constitution Act, prevented from m aking in th is B ill.”

D ebate continued.
T he Llonorable S. W . Cooke moved, as a fu rther am endm ent, T h a t the  following words be added to 

the proposed am endm en t:— “ and because the Llonorable the Solicitor-G eneral has undertaken on. 
behalf of the  G overnm ent to introduce the am endm ent of the Council by a G overnor’s M essage.” 

D ebate fu rther continued.
T he Honorable S. W . Cooke’s am endm ent, by leave, w ithdraw n.



Question— T hat the words— “ but under protest, because th is House is of opinion th a t this amendment 
is not such as the  Council is, by the 56th section of The Constitution Act, prevented from making 
in this Bill ” — proposed to be added be so added— put and resolved in the affirmative.

Question— T h at the Council do not insist on amendment 7, but under protest, because this House is 
of opinion that this amendment is not such as the Council is, by the 56th section of The Constitution 
Act, prevented from m aking in this B ill— put and resolved in the affirmative.

On the motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert the Council did not insist on their amendment 8, and 
agreed to the consequential amendment made by the Legislative Assembly.

Ordered—T hat the B ill be returned to the Legislative Assem bly with a Message acquainting them 
th a t the Legislative Council do not insist on some of their amendments disagreed with by the 
Legislative Assembly ; th a t they insist on others ; tha t they have agreed to some of the amendments 
of the Legislative Assem bly on amendments of the Legislative Council, and disagreed w ith one of 
such amendments, and have agreed to tw o consequential amendments made by the Legislative 
Assembly.

I n s t r u m e n t s  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he Order of the Day for the consideration of 
the amendments of the Legislative Council disagreed w ith  by the Legislative Assembly, or agreed 
to by the Legislative Assem bly w ith amendments, having been read, the said amendments were read, 
and are as follow :—

Amendments made by the Legislative Council.

1. Clause 4, at end of clause add “ Provided th a t the following" 
words in section ninety-tw o of the Instrum ents 
A c t  1890, 6 the fixed sum hereinafter mentioned 
for costs (exclusive of mileage) th a t is to say—  
in town causes Four guineas and in country or 
agency causes F ive pounds unless the plaintiff 
claim more than  such fixed sum in which case ’ 
shall not apply to actions or bills in the County 
Court ”

How dealt with by the Legislative 
Assembly.

A greed to w ith the following 
am endm ent:— In  line 8, omit 
“ or ” and insert “ o n /’

at end of line 22 add “ Provided th a t after judgm ent 
or order a police m agistrate may, on such terms 
as he th inks fit upon being satisfied by affidavit 
statu tory  declaration or otherwise th a t the defend
an t has a defence or such facts as would make 
it incum bent on the holder to prove consideration 
or such other facts as the police m agistrate may 
deem sufficient to support the application, set*( 
aside the judgm ent or order and reinstate the 
complaint, and if necessary stay or set aside 
execution, and may give leave to defend as though 
the defendant had complied w ith  the provisions of 
this section if it shall appear reasonable to the 
police m agistrate so to do, and on such term s as 
to the  police m agistrate may seem ju st.”

2. Clause 7, line 15, after “ B ill insert “ and th a t the  amount J ^  i , u , f,
r  • j  • • j.1 i j. i j  i • 7 • ™v am endm ent:— A fter “ t h a t 3claimed is m stly  and tru ly  due and owing; to him  ) . „J J J \ m sert “ he believes.

3. „ same line, a fter “ se rv ed ” insert “ personally” ... D isagreed with.
f  A greed to w ith the following

amendments :— Lines 1 and 2, 
omit “ after judgm ent or 
o rd er” ; line 2, after “ m agis
tra te ” insert “ upon reasonable 
notice to the complainant ”  ; 
and after “ m a y ” omit “ on such 
terms a s ” and insert “ i f ” ; line 
3, after “ affidavit” insert “ o r” ; 
line 4, omit “ or o therw ise” ; 
line 14, after “ term s” insert 
“ as to costs or otherw ise” ; and 
at the end of the proviso add 
“ I f  the judgm ent or order be 
set aside as aforesaid and the 
complaint be reinstated the 
police m agistrate shall state in 
his order the time when and the 
place where such complaint is 
to be heard .”

5. Clause 10, a t end of clause add “ and the words 6 w ith in 'j
twelve m onths ’ substituted therefor ” I

6. Clause 12, lines 37-8 , omit “ and from the time of the
commencement of the said A ct be deemed to have (  
m ean t” \

Disagreed w ith.

agreed to the amendment made by the
7. Clause 14, omit this clause 

On the motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert the Council 
Legislative Assembly in amendment 1.

The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the Council agree to the amendment made by the Legislative 
Assem bly in  amendment 2.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Council do not insist on amendment 3.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and negatived.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  Council agree to the amendments made by the Legislative 

Assembly in amendment 4.
Debate ensued.
Q uestion—pu t and resolved in the affirmative.



T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Council do not in sist on am endm ent 5. 
D ebate ensued.
Q uestion put.
T h e  Council divided.

A yes, 14.
T he ITon. J .  H . A bbott 

J .  C. Cam pbell
H . C uthbert
G. Davis
F . S. Grim w ade 
N . L evi 
W . M cC ulloch 
W . H . S. Osmand 
J .  M. P ra t t
C. S argeant
L ieut.-C ol. Sir F . T . Sargood 
J .  A . W allace.

Tellers.
S. A ustin  
J .  H . Connor.

A nd  so it was resolved in  the  affirmative.
T he  H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t th e  Council do not insist on am endm ent 6. 
D ebate ensued.
Q uestion— put.
T he  Council divided.

Noes, 12.
The H on. J .  Bell

F . Brow n
S. W . Cooke 
Dr. W . H . Em bling
G . G odfrey 
D. M elville 
W . P i t t
J .  Service
Sir A . Snowden
W . I . W inter-Irv ing .

Tellers.
A . 0 .  Sachse 
J .  S ternberg.

A yes 12.
T he  Hon. S. A ustin  

J .  B ell 
J .  H . Connor
H . C uthbert
G . D avis
G. Godfrey 
F . S. G rim w ade 
W . M cCulloch 
S ir A . Snowden 
J .  A . W allace.

Tellers.

N . L evi
C. Sargeant.

Noes, 14.
T he H on. J .  H . A bbott

F . Brow n 
J .  C. Campbell 
S. W . Cooke 
D r. W . H . E m bling 
W . H . S. Osmand 
W . P i t t  
A . 0 .  Sachse
L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood 
J .  Service 
J .  S ternberg 
W . I . W in ter-Irv ing .

Tellers.

D . M elville 
J .  M. P ra tt.

A nd  so it passed in the  negative.
T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  Council do not insist on am endm ent 7.
D ebate ensued.
Q uestion— put and negatived.
O rdered— T h a t th e  B ill be re tu rned  to  the  L egisla tive A ssem bly w ith  a  M essage acquainting them 

th a t the Legislative Council do not insist on one of the ir am endm ents disagreed w ith  by the Legis
la tive  A ssem bly, th a t they  insist on others, and th a t they  have agreed to the  am endm ents of the 
Legislative A ssem bly on am endm ents of the  L egislative Council.

7. L i c e n s i n g  A c t  1 8 9 0  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l  ( N o. 2 ) .— T he O rder of the D ay for the second reading of 
th is B ill hav ing  been read— the H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now read a second 
tim e.

Q uestion— p u t and resolved in the  affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
T h e  H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is  B ill be now com m itted to a Com m ittee of the whole.
Q uestion— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.
A nd, on the fu rther motion of th e  H onorable H . C uthbert, th e  P residen t left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Com m ittee.
T h e  P residen t resum ed the C hair ; and the H onorable F . B row n having reported th a t the Committee 

had gone through the  B ill and agreed to the same w ithou t amendment, the Council ordered the 
R eport to be taken  into consideration th is day.

On the m otion of the  H onorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the  R eport from the Committee
of the whole on th is  B ill.

A nd, on the fu rther motion of the  H onorable H . C u thbert, the  B ill tvas read a th ird  time and 
passed.

T h e  H onorable IT. C u thbert moved, T h a t the  following be the  title  of the  B ill :—
“ A n  A ct to provide for the carrying on o f  the Business o f  Licensed Persons in  certain cucum-

stances and to provide fo r  the transfer and renewal o f  certain Licences
Q uestion— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t a M essage be transm itted  to  the  L egisla tive A ssem bly acquain ting  them  th a t the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the  B ill w ithou t am endm ent.



8 .  P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y :5—Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders 
of the D ay be postponed until Tuesday n e x t :

Vegetation Diseases B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Jum bunnaand Outtrim Railway Construction Act 1895 Amendment B ill— Second reading. 
Federation o f Australasia Enabling B ill— Second reading.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
Local Government (.Municipal Elections) B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

And then the Council, at seventeen minutes past ten o'clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.





; LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Moiices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 47.

TUESDAY, 28t h  JANUARY, 1896.
Questions.

1. T h e  H on. J. S t e r n b e r g  : To ask  the  H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral is i t  a fact th a t an officer of
the P o sta l D epartm ent, M r. F . Cother, who holds a  veterinary  certificate, has been appointed to the 
responsible position of Chief In spec to r under the  Board of H ealth  ; w hat practical experience has 
th a t gentlem an obtained for so im portant a  position, and w hat are his qualifications.

2.  T he  Hon. J. B e l l  : T o  ask the  H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral if the arrangem ents recently made
as to  paym ent of the  premiums in connexion w ith  the fidelity guarantee of th e  officers of the  Public  
Service w ill also apply  to th e  employes of the  V ictorian  R ailw ays.

3. T h e  H on. D r. W . H . E m bling  : To ask th e  H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral—
1. I f  he w ill give th e  date w hen th e  new  Incom e T a x  Schedules were handed to the  Governm ent

P rin te r  for the  purpose of prin ting .
2. W hen th e  Schedules w ere ready for d istribution.
3. W hen th e  la s t E xecu tive  Council was held, and who presided.

4. T he H on. G. S im m ie  : To ask  the  H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral—
1. I s  i t  th e  in tention of the G overnm ent to proceed in any w ay w ith  selecting a new  M etropolitan

Cem etery site  during th e  recess.
2. I s  i t  th e  in ten tion  of the  G overnm ent to use the  accum ulated funds of the  m etropolitan

cem eteries for providing a new cem etery.
3. W h a t would be the  length  of railw ay required to connect the  240 acres w ith  the 200 acres a t

F rankston  intended for burial p u rp o ses ; w hat the  probable cost of such railw ay ; and is it 
intended to run  the  tra ins into the  centre of each of these portions if th is  site be adopted.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. F e d e r a t io n  of A u st r a l a sia  E n a b l in g  B il l— Second reading.
2. S ug ar  B e e t  B il l— T o be further considered in Committee.
3. V e g e t a t io n  D is e a s e s  B il l — To be fu rth e r considered in  Committee.
4. J um bu nna  a n d  Out t r im  R a il w a y  C onstruction  A ct 1895 A m endm ent  B il l — Second reading.
5. T r e a su r y  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B il l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
6. L ocal G o vernm ent  (M u n ic ip a l  E l ec tio ns) B il l — To be fu rther considered in Committee.

General Business.
N otice of M o tio n  :—

1. T he H on. J. S t e r n b e r g  : T o  move, T h a t there be laid before this H ouse a copy of all corre
spondence and papers re la ting  to  th e  appointm ent of Mr. F . Cother as Chief V eterinary Inspector 
to the  Board of H ealth .

WEDNESDAY, 29t h  JANUARY.
General Business.

Or d e r s  of t h e  D ay  :—
1. A g r ic u l t u r a l  C o lleg es A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B ill— Second reading.
2. Crem atio n  B il l— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,

/: ; .  ' M le rk  the Legislative Council.



MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
M onday , 27 th January.

F acto ries  a n d  S h o ps  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B ill— at four o’clock .

Tuesday, 2 8 th January.
R e f r e sh m e n t  R ooms ( J o int) — at half-past three o’clock .

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 23r d  JANUARY, 1896.
N otices of M otion and O rders of the  D ay. N o. 47.
S ugar B eet B ill.— A m endm ent to be proposed by  the  H on. Gr. D avis. (T o  M em bers of Council only.) 
V egetation  D iseases B ill .—A m endm ent to be proposed by  th e  H on. J .  H . Connor. (T o  Members of 

Council only.)

N otices of M otion and O rders of th e  D ay. N o. 97.
W ate r B ill— [120].
R ailw ays B ill 1896.— N ew  clause to  be proposed in  Com m ittee by M r. O uttrim . (T o  M em bers only.)
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No. 48.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF TH E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 2 8 th  JANUARY, 1896.
1. The Council met in accordance witiTadjournment. ®

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. M e s s a g e  f r o m  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— The following Message from His Excellency the.
Governor was presented by the Honorable H. Cuthbert, and the same was read by the Honorable 
the President :—

V i c t o r i a .
B R A SSEY ,

Governor. Message No. 10.
The Governor informs the Legislative Council that he has, on this day, at the Government 

Offices, given the Royal Assent to the undermentioned Acts of the present Session, presented to 
him by the Clerk of the Parliaments, viz.:—

“ An Act to amend and continue an A ct intituled ‘ A n Act to authorize the construction o f the
Cape Patterson and Kilcunda Junction Railway and for other purposes' ”

“ An Act Id amend the ‘Printers and Newspapers Act 1890.’”
“ A n  Act to provide for the Sale o f certain Land set apart as a Site for a Mechanics’ Institute at

Ararat;”
“ An Act to apply out of the Consolidated Revenue the sum o f Three hundred and twenty-one 

thousand six himdred and seventy-seven pounds to the service o f the year One thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-five and ninety-six.”

“ An Act to constitute Irrigation Trusts within the Irrigation Colony o f Mildura and to invest such 
Trusts with certain powers and fo r  other purposes.”

“ An Act to declare the Rates o f Duties o f Income Tax for the year ending on the thirty-first day 
o f December One thousand eight hundred and ninety-six.”

Government Offices,
Melbourne, 24th December, 1895.

5. P a p e r s .—The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several Acts of Parliament, were laid
upon the Table by the Clerk :—

Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works.—Balance-sheet and Statements of Accounts and 
Contracts of the Board for the year ending 30th June, 1895.

Defences and Discipline A ct 1890.—Regulations.

6 .  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l a s i a  E n a b l i n g  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the second reading of this
Bill having been read—the Honorable H. Cuthbert moved,. T hat this Bill be now read a second 
time.

Debate ensued.
Ordered— T hat the debate be adjourned until this day.

7. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly:—

M r . P r e s i d e n t ^

The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council an Address to Her Majesty 
the Queen, and also an Address to His Excellency the Governor, adopted this day by the Legis
lative Assembly, with which Addresses they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G RA H A M  BERRY,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 28th January, 1896.



The Address to H er M ajesty the Queen was read by the Clerk, and is as follows :—
To Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen.

M o s t  G r a c i o u s  S o v e r e i g n  :

We, the Legislative Assembly of Victoria, deeply regret the death
of Your son-in-law, H is Royal H ighness Prince H enry of Battenberg.

W e sympathize w ith Your M ajesty and the other Members of the Royal Fam ily in this sad 
event, and especially do we sympathize with H er Royal Highness the Princess Beatrice, the widow 
of the deceased Prince.

The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the blank in the foregoing Address be filled up by the 
insertion of the words “ Legislative Council and the.”

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, T hat this House agree w ith the Legislative Assembly in the said 

Address.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat a Message be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Address, and have filled up the blank therein by the 
insertion of the words “ Legislative Council and the.’'’

The Address to H is Excellency the Governor was read by the Clerk, and is as follows :—
To His Excellency the Governor.

M a t  i t  p l e a s e * Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y —
W'e, the Legislative Assembly of Victoria, in Parliament

assembled, respectfully request tha t Your Excellency will be pleased to communicate, by telegraph, 
to the Principal Secretary of S tate for the Colonies, the accompanying Address of Condolence for 
presentation to H er M ajesty the Queen, on the death of H is Royal Highness Prince Henry of 
Battenberg.

T he Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, T hat the blank in the foregoing Address be filled up by the 
insertion of the words “ Legislative Council and the.”

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T hat this House agree w ith the Legislative Assembly in the said 

Address.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat a Message be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Address, and have filled up the blank therein by the 
insertion of the words u Legislative Council and the.”

8 .  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l a s i a  E n a b l i n g  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the resumption of the
debate on the question, T ha t th is Bill be now read a second time, having been read—

Debate resumed.
The Honorable J .  Bell moved, T hat the debate be now adjourned.
Debate continued.
Question— T hat the debate be now adjourned— put.
The Council divided.

Ayes, 21. _ Noes, 14.
The Hon. J .  Bell

F. Brown 
J .  C. Campbell 
J .  H . Connor
S. W . Cooke 
T . Dowling 
D r. W . II. Embling 
N . F itzG erald
S. Fraser
C. J .  Ham
D. Ham
D. Melville
E . Miller 
W. P itt  
J .  M. P ra tt
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood 
J .  Sternberg 
J .  A. W allace 
W. I . W inter-Irving.

Tellers.
N . Levi 
A. 0 .  Sachse.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat the debate be adjourned until to-morrow.

9. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until to-morrow :—

Sugar Beet B ill— To he further considered in Committee.
Vegetation Diseases B ill— To be f  urther considered in Committee.
Jumhunna and Outtrim Railway Construction Act 1895 Amendment B ill— Second reading. 
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
Local Government (Municipal Elections) B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

And then the Council, at eight minutes past ten o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.
G E O R G E  II. JE N K IN S ,

Cleric o f the Legislative Council.

The Hon. S. A ustin
D. Coutts
E . J .  Crooke 
H . Cuthbert 
G. Godfrey 
J .  H . Grey 
W. McCulloch 
E . Morey
W. H . S. Osmand 
C. Sargeant 
Sir A. Snowden 
S. W illiamson.

Tellers.
J .  II. A bbott 
G. Davis.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 48.

WEDNESDAY, 29t h  JANUARY, 1896.
Questions.

1. T he Hon. J .  B e l l  : To ask the H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral if the arrangem ents recently made
as to paym ent of the premiums in connexion w ith  the fidelity guarantee of th e  officers of the  Public 
Service will also apply to the employes of the V ictorian R ailw ays.

2. T he H on. A . W y n n e  : To ask the Honorable the  Solicitor-G eneral w hy the trains from W arrnambool
to M elbourne are still continually late.

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. A g r i c u l t u r a l  C o l l e g e s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.
2. C r e m a t i o n  B i l l — Second reading—Resumption o f  debate.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l a s i a  E n a b l i n g  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
2. S u g a r  B e e t  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.
3. V e g e t a t i o n  D i s e a s e s  B i l l — To be fu rther considered in Committee.
4. J u m b u n n a  a n d  O u t t r i m  R a i l w a y  C o n s t r u c t i o n  A c t  1895 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.
5. T r e a s u r y  D e p o s i t s  I n t e r e s ’t  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
6 .  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  ( M u n i c i p a l  E l e c t i o n s )  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Wednesday, 29th January.

F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — at half-past tw o o’clock.

Tuesday, 4dh February.
R e f r e s h m e n t  R o o m s  ( J o i n t ) — at half-past three o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 24t h  JANUARY, 1896.
M inutes of the  Proceedings of the  Legislative Council. No. 47.
Notices of M otion and Orders of the Day. No. 48.
Sugar B eet B ill—

Amendments to be proposed by the Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T . Sargood. (T o  M embers of Council 
only.)

Am endm ent to be proposed by the  H on W. M cCulloch. (To M embers of Council only.)

Votes and Proceedings of the Legislative Assem bly. Nos. 95, 96, 97, and 98.
Notices of M otion and Orders of the Day. No. 99.
Divisions in Committee of the W hole. No. 25.
Railw ays B ill— [103]. (To Members only.)
Land B ill— r 122].
Railw ays B ill 1896—>

Am endm ents and new Clause to be moved on consideration of R eport or after T hird Reading. (To 
M embers only.)

Am endm ents to be proposed by M r. G. T urner on consideration of Report. (To Members only.) 
Instrum ents A c t 1890 further Am endm ent Bill.— A m endm ents of the Legislative Council disagreed w ith  

by the L egislative Assem bly and insisted on by the Legislative Council. (To Members only.) 
M allee L ands B ill.— Am endm ents made by the Legislative Council as to w hich the tw o Houses are no t 

yet agreed. (T o  M embers only.)
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No. 49.

MINDIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF TH E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 29t h  JANUARY, 1896.
1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.
2. The President took the Chair.
3. The President read the Prayer.
4. P a p e b .— The Honorable H . Cuthbert presented, by command of His Excellency the Governor—

Perishable Produce.—Progress Report of the Board appointed by His Excellency the Governor 
in Council to inquire into the alleged deteriorated condition of Victorian butter in England, 
and to report as to the best means of maintaining a high standard for perishable produce 
exported from V ictoria; w ith Minutes of Evidence and Appendix.

Ordered to lie on the Table.
5. D i s c h a r g e  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— On the motion of the Honorable J . H . Connor the following

Order of the Day was read and discharged :—
Agricultural Colleges Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.

Ordered—T hat the said Bill be withdrawn.
6 .  D i s c h a r g e  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— On the motion of the Honorable D. Melville the following Order

of the Day was read and discharged :—
Cremation B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f delate:

Ordered— T hat the said Bill be withdrawn.
7. F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l a s i a  E n a b l i n g  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the resumption of

the debate on the question— T hat this Bill be now read a second time, having been read—
D©b<it© resumed.
Question—T hat this Bill be now read a second time—put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read

a second time. _
The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T hat this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative. .
And? on the further motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported tha t the Committee had 

made progress in the Bill, and tha t he was directed to move, T hat the Committee may have leave
to sit again. _ ,

Resolved—T hat the Council will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into the said Committee.
8 .  S u g a r  B e e t  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the further consideration of this Bill in Committee

of the whole having been read—the President left the Chair, and the Council resolved itself into
Committee. „  ... , ,

The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported that the Committee had 
made progress in the Bill, and tha t he was directed to move, T hat the Committee may have leave
to sit again. ~ .

Resolved— T hat the Council will, on Tuesday next, again resolve itself into the said Committee.
9. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Orders

of the Day be postponed until to-morrow :—
Vegetation Diseases B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Jumbunna and Outtrim Railway Construction A ct 1895 Amendment B ill— Second reading. 
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate. ^
Local Government (Municipal Elections) Bill— To be further considered in Committee.

And then the Council, at thirty-nine minutes past ten o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G EO R G E H. JE N K IN S ,
Cleric o f the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 49.

THURSDAY, 30t h  JANUARY, 1896.
Government Business.

Ord er s  of t h e  D ay  :—
1. F e d e r a t io n  of A u st r a l a sia  E n a b l in g  B il l— T o be fu rther considered in Committee.
2. V eg etatio n  D ise a se s  B ill— To be fu rth er considered in  Committee.
3. J um bu nna  a n d  O u ttr im  R a il w a y  Construction  A ct 1895 A m endm ent  B il l— Second reading.
4. T re a su r y  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B il l— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
5. L ocal G o vernm ent  (M u n ic ip a l  E l ec tio ns) B il l — To be fu rther considered in Committee.

TUESDAY, 4t h  FEBRUARY.
Government Business.

O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y  :—
1. S ugar  B e e t  B il l — To be further considered in Committee.

WEDNESDAY, 5t h  FEBRUARY.
Questions.

1, T he  Hon. J .  B e ll  : T o ask the  H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral if the arrangem ents recently made
as to  paym ent of the  premiums in connexion w ith  the fidelity guarantee of the  officers of th e  Public 
Service w ill also apply to the  employes of the  V ictorian R ailw ays.

2. T he  H on. A . W y n n e  : To ask the H onorable th e  Solicitor-G eneral w hy the trains from W arrnambool
to M elbourne are still continually late.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
F riday , 31s# January.

F acto ries  a n d  S h o ps  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B ill— at half-past ten  o’clock.

Tuesday, 4dh February.
R e fr e sh m e n t  R ooms ( J oint) — at half-past th ree o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 29t h  JANUARY, 1896.
M inutes of the  Proceedings of the Legislative Council. No. 48.
Notices of M otion and Orders of the Day. No. 49.

Notices of M otion and Orders of the Day. No. 100.
F irs t R eport from  the Select Com m ittee upon S tanding Orders. D .— No. 5.





151 i 

VICTORIA,

No. 50.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LE G ISL A T IV E  COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 3 0 t h  JANUARY, 1896.
1. The Council met in accordance w ith  adjournm ent.

2. T he President took the Chair.

3. The President read the P rayer.

4. F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l a s i a  E n a b l i n g  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the further consideration
of this B ill in Committee of the whole having been read—the President left the Chair, and the 
Council resolved itself into Committee.

The President resumed the C hair; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee had 
gone through the Bill and agreed to the same w ith amendments.

The Honorable H. C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be recommitted to a Committee of the whole for 
the reconsideration of clauses 8, 9, 12, and 13.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the C h a ir ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the  Committee had 

reconsidered clauses 8, 9, 12, and 13 and agreed to the same w ith amendments.
O rdered—T h a t the B ill, as amended, be printed, and taken into consideration on Tuesday next.

5. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Order
of the D ay be postponed until Tuesday nex t :—

Vegetation Diseases B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

6. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The P resident announced the receipt of the following
Message from th e  Legislative Assem bly:—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  A ct to 
further amend the Law relating to the Victorian Railways,” w ith w hich they desire the concurrence of 
the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 30th January , 1896.

7. R a i l w a y s  B i l l .— The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h at the B ill transm itted by the foregoing
M essage, intituled “ A n  Act to further amend the Law relating to the Victorian Railways,” be now 
read a first time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time on Tuesday next.



8. J U M B U N N A  A N D  O u T T R IM  R A IL W A Y  C O N S T R U C T IO N  A C T  1895 A M E N D M E N T  BlLL.— T h e Order of
the  D ay for the second reading o f this B ill having been read— the H onorable W . M cCulloch 
m oved, T h a t th is B ill be now  read, a second tim e.

D ebate ensued.
T he  H onorable D . M elville moved, T h a t the  debate be now adjourned.
D ebate continued.
Q uestion— T h a t the debate be now adjourned— pu t and negatived.
D ebate  fu rther continued.
Q uestion— T h a t th is B ill be now read a second tim e— pu t and resolved in the  affirmative. B ill read

a second time.
T he  Honorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t th is B ill be now com m itted to  a Com m ittee of the  whole. 
Q uestion— pu t and resolved in the  affirmative.
A nd, on the fu rther motion of the  H onorable W . M cCulloch, the  P residen t left the C hair, and the 

Council resolved itse lf into Com m ittee. ’
T he P resid en t resum ed the  C hair ; and  the H onorable F . B row n reported th a t the Com m ittee had 

made progress in  th e  Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t th e  Com m ittee m ay have leave 
to sit again.

Resolved— T h a t the Council w ill, on T uesday next, again  resolve itself in to  the said Committee.

9. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— O rdered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders
o f the  D ay be postponed until T uesday  n e x t :—

Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
Local Government {M unicipal Elections) B ill— To be fu rth er  considered in  Committee.

A nd then  the Council, a t fifty-seven m inutes past ten  o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 50.

TUESDAY, 4 t h  FEBRUARY, 1 8 9 6 .
Question.

1. T he  H on. D . M e l v i l l e  : T o  ask  the H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral w h a t provision do the 
G overnm ent propose to m ake in order to provide w ork for the unem ployed during  the recess.

Government Business.
Or d e r s  of t h e  D ay  :—

1. F e d e r a t io n  of A u s t r a l a sia  E n a b l in g  B il l— Consideration of R eport.
2. S u g a r  B e e t  B i l l — To be further considered in Com m ittee.
3. V e g e t a t io n  D ise a se s  B il l — To be fu rth e r considered in Committee.
4 . J U M B U N N A  A N D  O U T T R IM  R A IL W A Y  C O N S T R U C T IO N  A C T  1 8 9 5  A M E N D M E N T  B lL L — To be fu rther

considered in Committee.
5. R a il w a y s  B il l — Second reading.
6. T r e a su r y  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B il l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
7. L ocal G o vernm ent  (M u n ic ip a l  E l ec tio n s) B il l — T o be fu rther considered in Committee.

W EDNESDAY, 5 t h  FEBRUARY.
Questions.

1. T he  Hon. J .  B e l l  : T o ask the  H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral if the arrangem ents recently  made
as to  paym ent of the  premiums in connexion w ith  the fidelity guarantee of th e  officers of the  Public 
Service w ill also apply  to the  employes of the  V ictorian  R ailw ays.

2. T h e  H on. A . W y n n e  : To ask th e  H onorable th e  Solicitor-G eneral w hy the trains from W arrnambool
to M elbourne are still continually  late.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Tuesday; 4 th February.

R e f r e s h m e n t  R o o m s  ( J o i n t ) — at half-past th ree o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 3 0 t h  JANUARY, 1 8 9 6 .

M inutes o f the Proceedings of the L egisla tive Council. No. 49.
N otices of M otion and O rders of the  Day. No. 50.
R ailw ays B ill— f l0 3 ] .  (T o  Members of Council only.)

Notices o f M otion and Orders of the  D ay. No. 101. 
H om estead B ill— [123],





No. 51.

MINDIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF T H E

LEG ISLA TIV E COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 4 t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.

1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4 .  D i s c h a r g e  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— On the motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert the following Order
of the Day was read and discharged :—

Federation o f Australasia Enabling B ill— Consideration o f  Report.

5 .  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l a s i a  E n a b l i n g  B i l l .— The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T hat this Bill be
recommitted to a Committee of the whole for reconsideration.

Question—put and resolved in the  affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable H. Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the C h air; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee had 

reconsidered the B ill and agreed to the same w ith amendments.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Report from the Committee of the whole be 

taken into consideration this day.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of 

the whole on this Bill.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable H. Cuthbert, the Bill was read a third time and 

passed.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat the following be the title of the B ill :—

“ A n  Act to enable Victoria to take part in the framing acceptance and enactment o f a Federal 
Constitution fo r  AustralasiaF  

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—T hat the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly w ith a Message acquainting them 

th a t the Legislative Council have agreed to the same w ith amendments, and requesting their 
concurrence therein.



6. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l e .-“ -The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The L egisla tive A ssem bly re tu rn  to  the Legislative Council the  B ill intituled “ A n  Act to 
amend the 1 Gaols Act 1890 ’ and fo r  other purposes” and acquaint the  Legislative Council tha t the 
L egislative A ssem bly have agreed to the  same w ith an  am endm ent, w ith  w hich they desire the 
concurrence of th e  L egislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 4 th  F ebruary , 1896.

A nd the said am endm ent was read, and is as follows :—
Clause 1, line 5, omit “ 1895 ” and insert “  1896.”

On the  motion of the H onorable H . C u thbert the  Council agreed to the am endm ent made by the 
L egislative Assem bly in th is B ill, and ordered th a t a M essage be transm itted  to the.L egisla tive 
A ssem bly acquainting them  therew ith .

7. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T he P residen t announced the  receipt o f the  following
M essage from the L egislative A ssem bly :—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —

T h e  L egislative A ssem bly re tu rn  to the  L egisla tive Council the  B ill intitu led  “ A n  A ct to 
amend the e M arried Women’s Property A ct 1890,’ ” and acquaint the  Legislative Council tha t the 
L egislative A ssem bly have agreed to the  same w ith  an  am endm ent, w ith  w hich they  desire the 
concurrence of the L egislative Council.

Gr a h a m  b e r r y ,
Legislative A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 4 th  February , 1896.

A nd the  said am endm ent was read, and is as follows :—
Clause 1, line 6, omit “ 1895 ” and in sert “  1896.”

On the m otion of the  H onorable H . C u thbert th e  Council agreed to the am endm ent made by the 
Legislative A ssem bly in th is B ill, and ordered th a t a M essage be transm itted  to the  Legislative 
A ssem bly acquainting them  therew ith .

8. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T he P residen t announced th e  receip t of the following
M essage from th e  L egisla tive A ssem bly:—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative A ssem bly re tu rn  to the  L egislative Council the  B ill intituled “ A n  Act to 
amend the L aw  relating to the Avoidance o f  Voluntary C onveyancesf and acquaint the Legislative 
Council th a t the  L egisla tive A ssem bly have agreed to the sam e w ith  an am endm ent, w ith which 
they  desire the  concurrence of th e  L egislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egislative A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 4 th  F ebruary , 1896.

A nd th e  said am endm ent w as read, and is as follows :—
Clause 1, line 5, omit “ 1895 ”  and insert “ 1896.”

On th e  motion of the H onorable H . C u thbert the  Council agreed to  the am endm ent made by the 
Legislative A ssem bly in  th is B ill, and ordered th a t a M essage be transm itted to th e  Legislative 
A ssem bly acquainting them  therew ith .

9. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T h e P res id en t announced the  receip t of the  following
M essage from  the L egisla tive A ssem bly :—

M r . P resident—

T he Legislative A ssem bly re tu rn  to the  L egisla tive Council th e  B ill in titu led  “ A n  Act to
provide fo r  the Transfer o f  certain Powers and D uties from  the Government S ta tist to the Actuary for
F riendly Societies,” and acquain t the  L eg isla tive Council th a t the L egisla tive A ssem bly have agreed 
to the  same w ith  am endm ents, w ith  w hich they  desire th e  concurrence of th e  L egisla tive Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egisla tive  A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 4 th  F ebruary , 1896.

A nd the  said am endm ents w ere read, and are  as follow
Clause 1, line 6, omit “ 1895 ” and insert “ 1896.”

„ line 6, om it “  A ugust ” and insert u M arch.”
„ line 7, omit “ n inety-five ” and insert “ n ine ty -six .”

On the m otion o f th e  H onorable H . C u thbert the  Council agreed to  the several am endm ents made by 
the L egislative A ssem bly in th is  B ill, and ordered th a t  a M essage be transm itted  to th e  Legislative 
Assem bly acquainting  them  therew ith .



10. M e ssa g e  from  t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A sse m b l y .— T he Presided!; annoitticed the fbtieipt o f the following' 
Message From the Legislative Assembly

M r . P r e s id e n t —

The Legislative Assembly return  to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n Act to 
dhieftd the Law by Making better provision fo r  the Widows of ceHain Intestates in the distribution o f
such Intestates’ Property ”  and acquaint the Legislative Council tha t the Legislative Assembly
have agreed to the same w ith ameridments, With which they desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative CoMcil.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 4th February, 1896.

And the said ambndmbrits Were read, arid are as follow
Clause 1, line 6, omit “ Jan u ary  ” and insert “ M arch.”
Clause 5, line 11, omit “ 1895 and insert “ 1886.”

On the motion of the Honorable H ; Cuthbert the Council agreed to the several amendments made by 
the Legislative Assembly in this Bill, and ordered th a t a Message be transm itted to the Legislative 
Assembly acquainting them therew ith;

11. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A § S e M b ly .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assem bly return Tto the Legislative Council the S ill intituled “ A n  Act 
relating to the Assignment or Transfer o f  Booh Debts,” and acquaint the  Legislative Council th a t the 
Legislative Assem bly have agreed to the same w ith amendments, w ith  which they desire the con- 
dtirrence bf the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly,' - Speaker.

Melbourne, 4 th  February, 1896.

Ordered— llh a t the foregoing Message be taken into consideration to-morrow.

12. M e s s a g e  f iIo m  t h e  L E e iS L A tiV ii A s s e m b l y ;— The Presidehf ahnotlrieed th e  receipt o f the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly

M r . PRESiibE^T—

The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the B ill intituled “ A n Act to 
amend the Law relating to Trusts and Trustees,”  arid acqtiairit the Legislative Council tha t the 
Legislative Assembly have agreed to the same w ith amendments, w ith which they desire the 
bohdurrence of the  Legislative' Council.

Legislative Assembly, G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
, . M elbourne, 4th February, 1896. Speaker.

Ordered— T hat the foregoing Message be taken  into consideration to-morrow.

13. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— The President announced the retieipt of the following
Message from the Legislative A ssem bly:—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assembly return  to the Legislative Council the Bill iritituled “ A n  Act fo r  
codifying the Law relating to the Sale o f Goods,’3 and acquaint the Legislative Council tha t the 
Legislative Assem bly have agreed to the same ^with amendments, w ith which they desire the 
concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 4 th  February, 1896.

Ordered:—T hat the  foregoing Message be taken  into consideration to-morrow.

14. M e s s a g e  from  'The L e g is l a t iv e  A sse m b l y .— The President announced the receipt of the following
M essage from the Legislative Assem bly:—

M r . P r e s id e n t —

The Legislative Assembly re tu rn  to the  Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n  Act 
relating to M ’allee Land's,” and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly 
insist on disagreeing’ With the amendments in Such Bill insisted on by the Legislative Council, and 
do also insist on their amendment to omit the Words “ or block ” in the amendment of the Legislative 
Council in clause 2 of the said Bill.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 4 th February, 1896. ; ^  '



A nd the said am endm ents w ere read, and are as follow :—  
Amendments made by the Legislative Council.

1. Clause 2 (page 2), line 4, a fter “ th ereo n ” add “ F o r the pu r
poses of this definition if any person before the said first 
day of Ju n e  proves to the satisfaction of the Board th a t 
he had before the said tw en ty-fourth  day of October gone 
into possession of any portion of a mallee allotm ent or 
block and cleared or cultivated p a rt thereof or made 
im provem ents thereon and the consent of th e  Board to V 
any assignm ent or im provem ents was om itted to be 
obtained m erely by inadvertence th en  the  Board may 
give its consent to such assignm ent or im provem ents, 
and such consent shall have the  like force and effect as 
if the  same had  actually  been given previously to  the 
date of such assignm ent or im provem ents.”

2. C lause 19 (page 10), after sub-clause (8) insert new su b - '
clause :—

(<2) W here an agricultural allotm ent is selected either 
under licence or perpetual lease in  any part of the M allee 
C ountry or M allee B order in w hich  a ll fu ture lines of 
road have not been determ ined and laid out, a rig h t to 
construct a public road across such allotm ent m ay be 
reserved in such licence or perpetual lease, and in lieu 
of any claim for compensation for rem oving im prove
m ents on such allotm ent an  allowance shall be made 
to the licensee or perpetual lessee for such reserve of 
th ree  acres per centum  to licensees or perpetual lessees 
of six  hundred and forty  acres and so in proportion for 
any lesser quantity .

3. Clause 25, line 39, om it “  m ay if he th inks fit ” and in sert
“ shall.”

How dealt with.
A greed to by the 

Assem bly w ith  
certain  am end
m ents ; tw o Assem bly in
agreed to by sist on the ir
Council, bu t a m e n d m e n t

. am endm ent of y to  omit “ or
A ssem bly to b lo c k ” after
om it “ orblock” “ m alleeallot-
a fter “ mallee m ent.” 
a llo tm en t” d is
agreed w ith by 
Council.

D isagreed w ith ' 
by the A ssem 
bly and insisted 
on by the  Coun
cil.

D isagreed w ith  
by th e  A ssem 
bly  and insisted 
on by th e  Coun
cil.

4. C lause 25, after sub-clause (7 ) in sert new  su b -c lau se :—  
A . (c) I f  it appear th a t the  failure to  fulfil and comply 

w ith  or the  com m ittal of breaches of the  covenants and 
conditions o f any such licence on the p a rt o f the licensee 
is continuing the holder of the  licence lien thereof may 
after foreclosure transfer such licence to any person 
qualified to hold the  same and approved by  the  Governor 
in Council.

D isagreed w ith  
by the A ssem 
bly and insisted 
on by the Coun
cil.

D isagreem ent 
insisted  on 
by the  A s
sembly.

T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  Council 
m ent of the  L eg isla tive A ssem bly to om it th e  words 

Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.
T he  H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th e  Council 

w ith  by th e  Legislative A ssem bly.
D ebate ensued.
Q uestion— put.
T he  Council divided.

A yes, 10.
T he  H on. D . C outts

E . J .  Crooke
H . C u thbert 
G . D avis 
G . Godfrey 
J . H . G rey 
W . M cCulloch 
S. W illiam son.

Tellers.

T . B run ton  
T . D. W anliss.

And so it passed in the negative.

do not insist on d isagreeing w ith  the amend- 
“  or block ” in  am endm ent 1.

do not now insist on am endm ent 2 disagreed

N oes, 22.
T he  H on. J .  H . A bbott 

J .  B ell
F . B row n 
J .  B uchanan  
J .  C. Cam pbell 
J .  H . Connor
S. W. Cooke 
T . D ow ling 
D r. W . H . E m bling
S. F raser 
D . M elville 
W . P i t t  
A . 0 .  Sachse
L ieut.-C ol. S ir F .  T. Sargood
J .  Service
S ir A . Snowden
J .  S ternberg
J .  A . W allace
W . I. W inter-Irv ing
A . W ynne.

Tellers.

J .  M . P ra t t  
N . T horn ley .



The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, That the Council do not now insist on amendment 3 disagreed 
" With by the Legislative Assembly.
' " Debate ensued.

Q uestion^-put and resolved in the affirmative.
• The Honorable H. C uthbert moved, T h at the Couneil do not now insist on amendment 4 disagreed 

: w ith by the Legislative Assembly.
Debate ensiled. *
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

., Ordered— T hat the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assem bly w ith  a M essage acquainting them  
that the Legislative Council do not now insist on disagreeing w ith  the amendment of the Legislative 
Assembly to omit the words “ or block ” in  clause 2, th a t they still insist on their amendment 
in clause 19, and do not now insist on certain other amendments disagreed w ith  by the Legislative 
Assembly.

15 . M e s s a g e  f r o m  i-His L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .—-The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r , P r e s i d e n t —

^ v  T he Legislative A ssem bly return  to the Legislative Council the  B ill ih titu led  “ A n  Act to
further amend the (Instruments A ct 1890,’ ” and acquaint the Legislative Council th a t the Legislative 
A ssembly do not insist on disagreeing w ith  two of the amendments in such Bill insisted on by the 
Legislative Council, and do insist on disagreeing w ith  one of the said amendments.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly-, Speaker-.

v„.v . Melbdtirhe, 4 th February , 1896.

Ordered— T h at the foregoing M essage be taken  into consideration to-morrow.

16. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T he P residen t announced the  receipt of the following
M essage from the  Legislative A ssem b ly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t - ^

, _ The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled ^ A n  Act
' - ,, relating to 'tU Making and Levying o f  Hates within an Urban D istrict unde)' the * Water A c t 1890’ and
. ' fo r  the Abolition o f  Fees fo r  Summonses to recover Hates and Charges under the Said Act/*  with which

they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Couneil.
Legislative Assembly, . G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,

\  v M elbourne, 4th February , 1896. Speaker.

17. W a t e r  A c t  1890 ( P a r t  2) A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the B ill
transm itted by the foregoing M essage, intituled “ A n  Act f-elating to the Making and Levying o f
Bates within an Urban District under the 1Water A c t 1890’ and fo r  the Abolition o f  Fees fo r  Summonses 
to recover Bates and Charges under the said A c t be now read a first time.

- Question— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a  
second time to-morrow,

18. Message from  Yh e  L eg isla tiv e  AssEMBLY.-^The P resident announced the receipt of the following
M essage from  the Legislative A ssem bly:—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

- - The Legislative Assem bly transm it to the  Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  A ct to
further amend the ‘ Marine A ct 1890,’ ”  w ith  which they desire the concurrence Of the Legislative 
Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assem bly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 4 th  February , 1896.

19. M a r in e  A ct  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B j l l .^—The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the
Bill transm itted by the foregoing M essage, intituled u A n  Act to further amend the ‘Marine A ct 1890,’ ”  
be now read a first time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time to-morrow.

20. J u m b u n Ra  a n d  O u t Tr im  R a i lw a y  C o n s t r u c t io n  A c t  1895 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he Order of
the D ay for th e  further consideration of th is B ill in Committee of the whole having been read—the 

vV'. .;, P resident left the  Chair, and the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The P resident resumed the C hair; and the Honorable F . Brow n having reported th a t the Committee 

had gone through the B ill and agreed to the same w ithout amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken  into consideration th is day.

On the motion of the  Honorable W . McCulloch the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on th is Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable W . McCulloch, the B ill was read a third time and passed. 
The Honorable W . McCulloch moved, T h a t the  following be the title  of the B ill :—

“ A n  A ct to amend the i Jumbunna and Outtrim Bailway Construction Act 1895.’ ”
Question— put and resolved in  the affirmative.
Ordered— T h a t a M essage be transm itted  to th e  L egislative A ssem bly acquainting them th a t th§ 

Legislative Council have agreed to th e  B ill w ithout amendment.



21. S u g a r  B e e t  B i l l . T he O rder of the  D ay for the further consideration of this B ill in Committee of
the whole having been read— the President left the  Chair, and the Council resolved itself into 
Committee.

T he P residen t resum ed the  C hair ; and the Honorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Committee had 
made progress in the  B ill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the  Committee may have leave 
to sit again.

Resolved— T h a t the Council will, th is day, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

22. M e s s a g e  f r o m  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .-— T he following M essage from  H is Excellency the
Governor was presented by the  H onorable H . C uthbert, and the  same was read by the Honorable 
the P re s id e n t:—

B R A S S E Y ,
Governor. Message No. 11.

T he Governor informs the  Legislative Council th a t he has, on th is day, a t the Government 
Offices, given the R oyal A ssent to the  underm entioned A cts of the  present Session, presented to 
him  by the Clerk of the Parliam ents, v iz .:—

“ A n  A ct to authorise the granting o f  a Lease o f  certain Crown L a n d  in  the Parish o f  Moolap as 
a Site fo r  the M anufacture o f  S a lt.”

“  A n  Act to amend the ‘ Police Regulation Act 1890.’ ”

G overnm ent Offices,
M elbourne, 28th  Jan u ary , 1896.

23. M e s s a g e  f r o m  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— T h e  following M essage from H is Excellency the
G overnor w as presented by th e  H onorable H . C uthbert, and the  same was read by the Honorable 
the  P re s id e n t:—

B R A S S E Y ,
Governor. Message No* 12.

T h e  G overnor begs to inform the  Legislative Council tha t, in accordance w ith  its  request, he 
communicated by telegraph, to the P rincipal Secretary of S ta te  for the Colonies, the Address of 
Condolence, expressing the sym pathy of the Legislative Council of V ictoria w ith H er M ajesty and 
H er Royal H ighness Princess B eatrice, on the death of H is R oyal H ighness Prince Henry of 
B attenberg , and transm its a copy of a telegraphic despatch w hich he has received in reply thereto, 
v iz .:—

u Y our telegram  of 29 th  Jan u ary  communicated to H er M ajesty th e  Queen and Her 
R oyal H ighness P rincess B eatrice, and I  have received H er M ajesty’s commands to convey 
cordial thanks to Legislative Council of V ictoria for the ir k ind message expressing sympathy.”

G overnm ent Offices,
M elbourne, 1st F ebruary , 1896.

24. V e g e t a t i o n  D i s e a s e s  B i l l . — T he O rder of the  D ay for the  further consideration of this Bill in
Committee of the  whole having been read— the P residen t le ft the  Chair, and the Council resolved 
itse lf  into Committee.

T he President resumed the C h a ir ; and the H onorable F . Brown reported th a t the  Committee had 
gone through the B ill and agreed to the same w ith  amendments.

T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the  R eport from  the  Committee of the whole be 
taken  into consideration th is day.

Question— p u t and resolved in the affirmative.
On the motion of the  Honorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the R eport from the Committee of 

the whole on th is Bill.
Ordered— T h a t the B ill be read a th ird  tim e to-morrow.

25. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the  following Orders
of the D ay be postponed un til to-m orrow :—

Sugar Beet B ill— To he further considered in Committee.
Railways B ill— Second reading.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  dehate.
Local Government (.Municipal Elections') B ill— To he fu rth er  considered in Committee.

A nd then the Council, a t forty-five m inutes past ten o 'clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 51.

WEDNESDAY, 5t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
Questions.

1. T he Hon. J .  B e l l  : T o ask the H onorable the  Solicitor-G eneral if the arrangem ents recently made
as to  paym ent of the  premiums in connexion w ith  the fidelity guarantee of the  officers of the  Public 
Service will also apply to the employes of th e  V ictorian Railw ays.

2. T he Hon. A . W y n n e  : To ask the Honorable th e  Solicitor-G eneral w hy the trains from W arrnambool
to M elbourne are still continually late.

3. The Hon. G . D a v is  : T o ask  th e  Honorable the  M inister of Defence if it  is the  intention of the
Governm ent to introduce this Session a B ill dealing w ith  the dam on the Thom son River.

4. T he H on. J .  H . C o n n o r  : To ask th e  H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral if the surveyed railw ay line
from Colac to the B eech F o rest w ill be referred  to the R ailw ays Standing Committee during the 
recess for consideration and report.

General Business.
N o t ic e  o f  M o tio n  :—

1. T he Hon. T . B r u n t o n  : T o move, T ha t, in the  opinion o f  th is  House, an  amendment of the Vermin 
Destruction A ct 1 8 9 0  is urgently  required in section 15, by om itting the word “ necessary v  and 
inserting “ reasonable.”

Government Business.
N o tic e  o f  M o t io n  :—

1. The Hon. H . C u t h b e r t  : To move, T h a t during the remainder of the  present Session the Council 
shall m eet for the  despatch o f business on Friday, and th a t half-past Four o'clock be the  hour of 
meeting.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. B o o k s D e b t s  B il l — M e s s a g e  f r o m  L e g is l a t iv e  A sse m b l y— To be taken into consideration.
2 . T r u st s  B il l — M e s s a g e  fr o m  L e g is l a t iv e  A sse m b l y '— T o be taken  in to  consideration.
3. S a l e  o f  G o ods B il l — M e s s a g e  fr o m  L e g is l a t iv e  A ssem bly— T o be taken in to  consideration.
4. I n st r u m e n t s  A ct 1 8 9 0  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B il l — M e s s a g e  fr o m  L e g is l a t iv e  A sse m bly

— To be taken  into consideration.
5. V e g e t a t io n  D is e a s e s  B il l — T hird  reading.
6. S u g a r  B e e t  B il l — To be further considered in Committee.
7. R a il w a y s  B il l — Second reading.
8. W a t e r  A ct 18 9 0  ( P a r t  2 )  A m e n d m e n t  B il l — S econd reading.
9 . M a r in e  A ct 1 8 9 0  f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B il l — Second reading.

10. T r e a s u r y  D e p o s it s  I n t e r e s t  B il l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
11. L ocal  G o v e r n m e n t  (M u n ic ip a l  E l e c t io n s ) B il l — T o  be further considered in  C om m ittee.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.
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to,

OF T H E

l e g i s l a t i v e ; c o u n c i l .

WEDNESDAY, 5th FEBRUARY, 1896,
1. T he Council m et in accordance w ith adjournm ent.
2. T he P resident took the Chair.
3. T he P resident read the P ray er,

4. A d jo u r n m e n t .— The Honorable A . W ynne having stated  his desire .to, move, f h a t  the House do now
adjourn, six  M em b er rose ih, their places and required the motion to be proposed.

T he Honorable A. W ynne then  said th a t he proposed to speak on the subject of the late arrival of the  
W arrnambool trains, and moved, T h a t the House do now adjourn.

D ebate ensued, ;
Question— put and negatived.

5. D i s t in g u is h e d  V is it o r . T he H onorable H. C uthbert moved, T h a t a chair be provided on th e  floor o f
the  Council Chamber for the Honorable S ir Jam es Dee Steerc, Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
pf the Colony of W estern A ustralia. ' ~

Q uestion—pu t and resolved in  the  affirmative.

6. A m e n d m e n t  o f  V e r m in  D e s t r u c t io n  A ct 1890.— The H onorable T . B runton moved, T hat, in the
ppinipn of th is House, an amendment of the Vevmm Destruction Act 1890 is urgently required in 
section 15 by om itting th e  word 6-6necessary U and inserting “ reasonable.”

D eb a te  ensued."
M otion, by leave, w ithdraw n.

7. P a r e r s .,WThe, following P apers, pursuant to  the  directions of several A cts of Parliam ent, were laid
upon the Table by the Clerk :—■

Customs A c t 1890.—D raw back Regulations.
Public  Service A cts.—A lteration  of Regulations.
W ater A ct 1890— . ^

Cam paspe Irrigation  and W ater Supply T ru st— R ating Regulation.
L eaghur and M eering Irrigation  and W ater Supply T ru st— R ating  Regulation.
Sw an H ill Irrigation  and W ater Supply T ru s t— R ating Regulation.

8. A d d it io n a l  D a y  o f  B u s in e s s .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t during the, remainder of
the present Session the Council shall m eet for the. despatch of business on Friday, and th a t half
past Four o’clock be the hour of meeting.

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.

9. B ook  D e b t s  B i l l .— T he Order of the Day for the  consideration of the amendments made by1 th e
Legislative A ssem bly in th is B ill having been read— the said amendments were read, and are as 
follow :—

Clause 1, line 5, omit “ 1895 ” and insert “  1 8 9 6 /’
Clause 3; a t the end of the clause add “ F o r such registration there shall be paid a fee o f  One 

shilling.”
Clause 4, a t the end of the clause add “ U pon every such lodgment there shall be paid a fee 

of One. shtiling.”'
Clause 5, a t the. end| of the  clause add “ upon paym ent of a  fee of One, shilling.”
Clause 12 (page 4), a t the end of the  clause add “ upon paym ent of a fee of One shilling.” 
Clause 13, lines 9 and 10, omit “ or notice of intention to register the same.”

,, line 11, omit “ notice.”
„ line 14, omit “ notice.”

On the motion of' the H onorable H . Cuthbert the Council agreed to the  several amendments made by
the  L egislative Assembly in this Bill, and ordered th a t a M essage be transm itted to the Legislative
A ssem bly acquainting them  therew ith.



10. T rusts  B il l . T he O rder of the  D ay  fof̂ êEednsl̂ eF̂ tH)i7of the am endm ents made by the  Legislative 
Assem bly in th is B ill hav ing  been read— the said am endm ents were read, and are as follow:—  

Clause 1, line 5, om it “T 895”’- and insert “  1896.”
Clause 8, line 20, after “  share ” insert “ as such trustee executor or adm inistrator.”
Clause 19, lines 36 -8 , omit all the, words j  after “ p roceeds” to the end of the  clause and 

in sert the  following w ords:— “ w here any property  has been so sold or where the 
property consists of money then  a Ju d g e  in cham bers m ay direct the application

.. of the  income derived therefrom  and such p a r t of the  principal as may be neces-
sary for the m aintenance and education Of, such persons.” , ’■

On the motion of the H onorable H . C u thbert the  Council agreed to the  several am endm ents made by 
the Legislative A ssem bly in th is B ill, and ordered th a t a M essage be transm itted  to the  Legislative 
A ssem bly acquain ting  them  therew ith . .. .. - :j

11. S a l e  of G oods B il l .— T he O rder of the  D ay for the  consideration of the  am endm ents made by the
L egislative-A ssem bly- in - th is -B ill  h av in g -b een  read — the said am endm ents were read, and are as
folloy :jf;j  ( j) j /j_  ( j  ' J  L_  V '..........- - ' ....... -  - '

° T T T h a u se l, line 5, omit “ 1895 ” and insert “  1896.”
2. Clause 2, line 6, om it “  O ctober” and insert “ J u ly .”
3. „ line 7, om it “  ninety-five ” and insert “  n inety -six .”
4. C lause 3, om it sub-section (3)v -------------
5. Clause 45 (page 14), line 3, omit “ becomes in so lv e n t” and insert “  has ceased to pay his

debts in the ordinary course of business or cannot pay his debts as they become
due.”

6. Clause 48, line 24, omit “ becomes insolvent ”  and insert “  has ceased to pay his debts in
th e  ordinary course of business or cannot pay his debts as they  become due.” . i

7. Clause 51, line 36, after “ t i t l e ” insert “ to goods.”
8. Clause 52, line 14, omit “  or ” and insert “ and .” _

A m endm ents 1, 2, and 3. agreed to.
, A m endm ent 4 disagreed w ith. •'

T h e  Honorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t the w ords “ has com m itted an act of insolvency o r ” be 
inserted before the words; “ has ceased” in am endm ents 5 and 6.

Q uestion— put and resolved in th e  affirmative.
T h e  H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t the Council agree w ith  am endm ents 5 and 6 as amended. 
D ebate ensued.
Q uestion— pu t and negatived. , ; r -
A m endm ents 7 and 8 agreed to.
O rdered-^-That the B ill be returned  to the Legislative A ssem bly w ith  a M essage acquainting them 

th a t the  L egisla tive Council have agreed to  some of the am endm ents made in th is Bill by the 
Legislative Assem bly, and have disagreed w ith  others of th e  said am endm ents.

12. I nstrum ents A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l .— T h e O rder of the D ay for th e  consideration
of the  am endm ent made by the L egislative Council in th is  B ill, w ith  w hich the Legislative Assembly 
insist on disagreeing, hav ing  been read— the said am endm ent w as read, and is as follows :—

Clause 14, omit th is clause.
T he  H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t the  Council do not now in sist on the said amendment. 
D ebate ensued.
Q uestion— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t a M essage be transm itted  to the L eg isla tive A ssem bly acquain ting  them  th a t the 

Legislative Council do not now insist on the ir am endm ent to omit clause 14, w ith  which the 
L egislative A ssem bly insist on disagreeing. - .

13. V eg e t a t io n  D ise a se s  B il l .— T he O rder of the  D ay for the  th ird  reading of th is B ill having been
read—the H onorable H , C u thbert moved. T h a t th is B ill be now  read  a th ird  time.

D ebate ensued.
T h e  H onorable J .  H . Connor moved, as an am endm ent, T h a t th e  O rder o f the D ay for the  third 

reading of th is B ill be discharged, w ith  a view to its being re-com m itted.
D ebate continued.
A m endm ent, by leave, w ithdraw n.
Q uestion— T h a t this B ill be now read a th ird  tim e— pu t and resolved in the  affirm ative.— B ill read a 

th ird  time.
T he H onorable II . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill do pass.
Q uestion— pu t and resolved in the  affirmative.
T he H onorable I I . C u thbert moved, T h a t the  following be the  title  of the B ill :—

“ A n  Act relating to Disease affecting Vegetation.”
Q uestion— p u t and resolved in th e  affirm ative.
O rdered— T h a t the  B ill be returned to the  L egisla tive A ssem bly w ith  a M essage a c q u a i n t i n g  th e m  tha t 

the L egisla tive Council have agreed to the  same w ith  am endm ents, and requesting  the ir concurrence 
therein.

14. R a il w a y s  B il l .— T he O rder of th e  D ay for the  second reading o f th is B ill having been read
the H onorable W . M cCulloch m oved, T h a t th is B ill be now  read  a second tim e.

D ebate ensued.
T h e  H onorable D . M elville moved, T h a t the  debate be now  adjourned.
D ebate continued.
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M otion for the adjournm ent of the debate, by leave, w ithdraw n.
Debate fu rther continued.
Question— T h at this B ill be now read a second tim e— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read 

a second time.
The Honorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t this B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of th e  H onorable W . M cCulloch, th e  P residen t left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee had 

made progress in the  Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Com m ittee m ay have leave 
to sit again. J

Resolved— T h a t the Council will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

15. P ostponem ent  of Orders of t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration o f 'th e  following Orders 
of the D ay be postponed until to-morrow :—

Sugar Beet B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
W ater A c t  1890 (P art 2 )  Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Hlarine Act 1890 further Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Besumption o f  debate.
Local Government (M unicipal Elections) B ill—-T o  be fu rther considered in  Committee.

And then the Council, a t eighteen m inutes past eleven o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 52.

THURSDAY, 6 t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
Question.

1. T he Hon. J .  B ell  : T o ask the H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral if the arrangem ents recently  made
as to  paym ent of the  premiums in connexion w ith  the fidelity guarantee of the  officers of the  Public
Service will also apply  to the employes of the  V ictorian R ailw ays.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. R a ilw ays  B il l— To be fu rther considered in  C om m ittee.
2. S ugar  B e et  B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
3. W a t e r  A ct 1890 (P a rt  2) A m endm ent  B il l — Second reading.
4. M ar in e  A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A m endm ent  B il l— Second reading.
5. T r e asury  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B il l— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
6. L ocal G overnm ent  (M u n ic ip a l  E lec tio ns) B il l —To be fu rther considered in Committee.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Thursday, 6th February.

F acto ries a n d  S h o ps A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l— at half-past tw o o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 5t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
Notices of M otion and O rders of the  D ay. No. 52.
Railways B ill.— A m endm ent to be proposed by the H on. G. Godfrey. (T o  M embers of Council only.)

Notices of M otion and Orders of the  D ay. N o. 104.
Sale of Goods B ill.— A m endm ents of the  L egislative A ssem bly disagreed w ith  by the Legislative Council. 

(To M embers only.)
Perishable Produce.— P rogress R eport o f the  Board appointed by the G overnor in Council to inquire into 

the alleged deteriorated condition of V ictorian bu tte r in England, &c., & c.; w ith M inutes of Evidence 
and A ppendix . No. 92.
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No. 53.

MINDIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 6 t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.

1. The Council met in accordance w ith  adjournment.

2. The P resident took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. P aper s .— The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of several A cts o f Parliam ent, were laid upon
the Table by the Clerk :—

Victorian M ining Accident Relief F und.—Balance-sheet, 31st December, 1895.
Public Service A cts.— Regulations.

5. R ailw ays B il l .— T he Order of the D ay for the further consideration of this B ill in Committee of
the whole having been read—the President left the  Chair, and the Council resolved itself into 
Committee.

The President resumed the C hair; and the Honorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee had 
gone through the B ill and agreed to the same w ith amendments, and had amended the title  thereof, 
which title  is as follows :—

“A n  Act to create a Victorian Railways Trust and to further amend the Law relating to the Victorian 
Railways.”

Ordered— T h a t the B ill, as amended, be printed, and taken  into consideration on Tuesday next.

6. P ostponement of Orders of th e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following
Orders of the D ay be postponed until Tuesday n e x t :—

Sugar Beet B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Water Act 1890 {Part 2) Amendment B ill  — Second reading.
Marine Act 1890 further Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.
Local Government {Municipal Elections') B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

7. A djournm ent .— The H onorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T hat the Council, a t its rising, adjourn
until Tuesday next.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, a t  three m inutes past eleven o’clock, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council,





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 53.

TUESDAY, 1 1 t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
Questions,

1. T he Hon. J .  C. C a m pbell  : T o ask  the H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral if the  G overnm ent have
appointed a veterinary  inspector to the Board of H ea lth  ; and, i f  not, will they appoint some person 
before the end of the  Session.

2. The H on. L ieut.-Col. Sir F . T . S argood  : To ask  the H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral w hether the
words “ in or from V ictoria ” have been om itted from the declaration in the  new  Incom e T ax
Schedules intentionally  or by inadvertence ; if the  former, w hat is the object of the  omission.

3. T he H on. J .  C. C am pbell  : To call th e  a tten tion  of the H onorable th e  Solicitor-G eneral to the
great loss sustained by the breeders and exporters of horses in consequence of the  very stringent 
regulations of the Customs authorities ; and to inquire if the G overnm ent w ill consider th e  question 
and afford relief to exporters of horse stock, and so restore to this port trade now diverted to other 
colonies.

Government Business.
Orders  of t h e  D ay  :—

1. R ailw ays  B ill— Consideration of Report.
2. S ugar  B e et  B il l— To be further considered in Committee.
3. W a t e r  A ct 1890 (P a rt  2) A m endm ent  B il l — S econd reading.
4. ‘M ar in e  A ct 1890 fu r t h e r  A mendm ent  B il l— S econd reading.
5. T re asury  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B il l — S econd reading— Resumption o f  debate.
6. L ocal G overnm ent  (M u n ic ipa l  E lec tio ns) B il l — To be fu rther considered in Committee.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETINGS OF SELECT COMMITTEES.
Tuesday , 1 \th  February.

F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — at half-past th ree o’clock. 
R e f r e s h m e n t  R o o m s  ( J o i n t ) — at half-past three o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 6 t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
Notices of M otion and Orders of the  Day. No. 53.

N otices of M otion and Orders of th e  D ay. No. 105.
R ailw ay Loan A pplication B ill— [2 5 ] .
V egetation Diseases B ill.— A m endm ents made by the Legislative Council. (To Members only.) 
G ippsland W est and M ornington (R ectification of Boundaries) B ill.— Am endm ents to be proposed in 

Committee by M r. Isaac A . Isaacs. (To M embers only.)





No. 54.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OP T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 1 1 t h  FEBRUARY, 1896,

1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment. «

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. M essa g e  f r o m  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o ver no r .— T he following Message from His Excellency the
Governor was presented by the Honorable H . Cuthbert, and the  same was read by the Honorable 
the P resid en t:—

B R A SSE Y ,
Governor. Message No. 13.

The Governor informs the Legislative Council th a t he has, on this day, at the Government 
Offices, given the  Royal A ssent to the undermentioned Acts of the present Session, presented to him 
by the Clerk of the Parliam ents, v iz .:—

“ An Act to facilitate and regulate the Supply o f  Electricity fo r  Lighting and fo r  other purposes.”
“ A n  Act to provide fo r  the carrying on o f the Business of Licensed Persons in certain circumstances 

and to provide fo r  the transfer and renewal o f certain Licences
“ A n  Act, to amend the ‘ Gaols Act, 189Q ’ and fo r  other purposes P'

A n  A c t to amend the ‘ Married Women’s Property Act 1890.5 n 
“ A n  A ct to amend the Law  relating to the Avoidance o f  Voluntary ConveyancesP 
“  A n Act to provide fo r  the Transfer o f  certain Powers and Duties from  the Government Statist to 

the Actuary fo r  Friendly Societies.”
“ A n Act to amend the Law by making better provision fo r  the Widows o f certain Intestates in the 

distribution o f such Intestates’ Property.”
(i A n  Act to amend the 6 Jy/mbunna and Outtrim Railway Construction Act 1895.; ”

Government Offices,
Melbourne, 10th February , 1896,

5. A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable J .  Service having stated his desire to move, T hat the House do now
adjourn, six Members rose in their places and required the motion to be proposed.

The Honorable J .  Service then said tha t he proposed to speak on the subject of the forms of return
for the Income T ax , and moved, T hat the House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued*
Question— put and negatived.



6. M essage  from  H is  E xcellency  the  G-overnor .— The following Message from H is Excellency the
Governor was presented by the H onorable H . Cuthbert, and the same was read by the Honorable 
the P re s id e n t:—

B R A S S E Y ,
Governor. Message No. 14.

P u rsu an t to the  provisions of section 36 of The Constitution Act, the Governor transmits to 
the Legislative Council, for the ir consideration, the following amendments which he desires to be 
made in the B ill intitu led  “ A n  A c t relating to the Assignment or Transfer o f  Booh D ebts” :—

In  each of the Schedules omit “  1895 ” w herever it occurs, substitute “  1896.”
G overnm ent Offices,

M elbourne, 7 th February, 1896.

On the  motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert the Council agreed to the several amendments recom
mended by H is Excellency the Governor, and ordered the M essage to be transm itted to the 
L egislative A ssem bly w ith  a M essage requesting their concurrence therein.

7. F actories and S hops A ct 1890 A mendment B il l .— T he H onorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood
brought up the R eport from the Select Committee on this Bill.

Ordered to lie on the Table, and, together w ith  the Proceedings of the  Committee and Minutes of 
Evidence, to be printed, and the R eport taken  into consideration to-morrow,

8. P a p e r s .— T he following Papers, pursuant to the directions o f  several A cts of Parliam ent, were laid upon
the Table by the  Clerk :—

Incom e T ax  A ct 1895.— R egulations— Schedule amended.
Savings B anks.— G eneral Order No. 22.

9. M essag e  from  th e  L e g islative  A ssembly .— T he P residen t announced the receipt of the following
M essage from the  Legislative Assembly :—

M r. P r e sid e n t —
T h e L egislative Assem bly return  to  the  L egisla tive Council the B ill in titu led  11 A n Act 

relating to Mallee Lands,” and acquaint the Legislative Council th a t the  Legislative Assembly do 
not now in sist on disagreeing w ith  the amendment in  such B ill insisted on by the Legislative 
Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 11th February , 1896.

10. M essag e  from  the  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— T he P residen t announced the receipt o f the following
M essage from the Legislative A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e sid e n t —
T he L egislative Assembly return  to  the  Legislative Council the B ill in tituled “  A n  Act for  

codifying the L aw  relating to the Sale o f  Goods ,”  and acquaint the  Legislative Council that the 
L egislative Assem bly do not insist on the ir am endm ents in  th is B ill w ith  w hich the Legislative 
Council have disagreed.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 11th February , 1896.

11. M essag e  from th e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— T he P residen t announced the receipt of the following
M essage from the Legislative A ssem bly :—

M r. P r e sid en t—
T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the L egislative Council a M essage from H is Excellency 

the Governor recommending an amendm ent in the Bill intituled “ A n  A ct to further amend the 
‘Instruments A ct 1890 / ” and acquaint the Legislative Council th a t the Legislative Assembly have 
agreed to the said amendm ent recommended by H is Excellency the Governor in this Bill, with 
w hich they  desire the  concurrence of the  Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egislative A ssem bly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 11th February , 1896.

B R A S S E Y ,
Governor. Message.

P ursuan t to the provisions of section 36 of The Constitution Act, the  G overnor transmits to 
the  Legislative Assem bly, for the ir consideration, the following amendment w hich he desires to be 
made in the  B ill in tituled “ A n  A ct to further amend the ‘ Instruments A c t  189 0 ; —

Clause 1, omit “ 1895,” substitu te  u 1896.”
G overnm ent Offices,

M elbourne, 7 th F ebruary , 1896.

On the motion of the H onorable I I . C uthbert the Council agreed to the  am endm ent recommended by 
H is Excellency the Governor, and ordered a M essage to be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly 
acquainting them  therew ith.
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12. M essage from t h e  L egislative  A ssem bly .— T he P resident announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e sid en t—

The Legislative Assem bly return to the Legislative Council the B ill intituled “ A n  Act to 
amend the ‘ Theatres A c t  1890/ ” and acquaint the Legislative Council th a t the Legislative Assembly 
have agreed to the same w ith  amendments, w ith  which they desire the concurrence of the Legisla
tive Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 11th February, 1896.

A nd the said amendments were read, and are as follow :—
Clause 1, line 5, omit “ 1895 ” and insert “ 1896.”
Clause 2 (page 2), line 6, at the end of the clause add the following words :— u nor the holding 

of any sacred concert on a Sunday where there is any charge for admission or 
any collection made.”

On the motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert the  Council agreed to the several amendments made by 
the Legislative Assem bly in th is B ill, and ordered th a t a M essage be transm itted to the Legislative 
Assembly acquainting them  therew ith.

13. M essage from the  L egislative  A ssem bly .— T he P resident announced the receipt of the following
M essage from the Legislative Assem bly :—

M r . P r e sid e n t —

The Legislative Assem bly re tu rn  to the Legislative Council the B ill intituled “ A n Act to 
Suppress Betting in Streets and fo r  other purposes,” and acquaint the Legislative Council th a t the 
Legislative Assembly have agreed to the same w ith  amendments, w ith which they desipe-the 
concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 11th February, 1896.

Ordered— T h at the foregoing M essage be taken  into consideration this day.

14. M essage from t h e  L eg islative  A ssembly.— The P resident announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assem bly :—

M r . P r e sid en t—
T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  A ct to 

rectify the Boundaries o f the Gippsland West and Mornington Electoral Districts and certain Divisions 
thereof ” w ith which they desire the  concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 11th February , 1896.

15. G ippsl a n d  W est  a nd  M ornington  (R ectificatio n  of B oundaries) B il l .— T he Honorable
W. M cCulloch moved, T h a t the  B ill transm itted by the foregoing M essage, intituled “ A n  A c t to 
rectify the Boundaries o f  the Gippsland West and Mornington Electoral Districts and certain Divisions 
thereo ff be now read a first time.

Question—pu t and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time to-morrow.

16. M essage  from t h e  L eg islative  A ssem bly .— T he President announced the receipt of the following
M essage from  the  Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e sid e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n  Act to 

amend the ‘ Post Office A ct 1 8 9 0 ’ and fo r  other purposes/ ’ w ith which they  desire the concurrence 
of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 11th February, 1896.

17. P ost Offic e  A ct 1890 A mendm ent  B il l .— The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat the^ B ill
transm itted by the foregoing M essage, intituled “ A n  Act to amend the ‘ Post Office Act 1890 and 
fo r  other purposes,” be now read a first time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time to-morrow.

18. D ischarge  of Ord er  of the  D ay .— On the motion of the  Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood
the following Order of the  D ay was read and discharged :—

Railways B ill— Consideration o f  Report.



19. R a il w a y s  B il l .— T he H onorable L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t th is B ill be recommitted
to a Com m ittee of the  whole for th e  reconsideration of clause 17 and the Schedules.

Q uestion— pu t and resolved in  th e  affirmative.
A nd, on the fu rther m otion of th e  H onorable L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood, the  P residen t left the 

Chair, and the Council resolved itse lf into Committee.
T he P residen t resum ed the C hair ; and th e  H onorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Committee had 

reconsidered clause 17 and the Schedules, and agreed to the same w ith  am endm ents.
T h e  H onorable W . M cCulloch moved, by leave, T h a t th e  R eport from  the Com m ittee of th e  whole be 

taken  into consideration th is day.
Q uestion—p u t and  resolved in  th e  affirmative.
On the  m otion of th e  H onorable W . M cC ulloch the  Council adopted th e  R eport from  th e  Committee 

of the  whole on th is  B ill.
A nd, on th e  fu rther m otion of the H onorable W . M cCulloch, the  B ill w as read a th ird  tim e and 

passed.
T he  H onorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t the  follow ing be the  title  of the  B i l l :—

“ A n  A ct to create a Victorian R ailw ays Trust and to further amend the Law  relating to the 
Victorian R a ilw ays .”

Q uestion—pu t and resolved in  the  affirmative.
Ordered— T h a t th e  B ill be returned  to the L eg isla tive A ssem bly w ith  a M essage acquainting them 

th a t the  L egisla tive Council have agreed to the  same w ith  am endm ents, and requesting their 
concurrence therein.

20. S ugar  B e e t  B il l .— T he O rder of the  D ay for th e  fu rth e r consideration of th is  B ill in Com m ittee of
the  w hole hav ing  been read—the P resid en t left th e  Chair, and the Council resolved itself into 
Com m ittee.

T he P residen t resum ed the C hair ; and th e  H onorable F , B row n reported  th a t th e  Com m ittee had gone 
th rough  the  B ill and  agreed to the  same w ith  am endm ents.

T h e  H onorable W. M cCulloch moved, by leave, T h a t th e  R eport from  th e  Com m ittee of th e  whole be 
taken  into consideration th is  day.

Q uestion— pu t and resolved in  th e  affirmative.
On the m otion of the  H onorable W . M cC ulloch th e  Council adopted the  R eport from th e  Committee of 

th e  whole on th is  B ill.
A nd, on the  further m otion of the H onorable W. M cCulloch, th e  B ill was read a th ird  tim e and passed.
T h e  H onorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t th e  follow ing be th e  title  of the  B ill :—

a A n  Act to encourage the Establishment o f  the Sugar Beet Industry in  Victoria T
Q uestion— put and  resolved in  the  affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t the  B ill be returned  to  the L egislative A ssem bly w ith  a M essage acquain ting  them  th a t 

the  L eg isla tive Council have agreed to th e  same w ith  am endm ents, and requesting  th e ir  concurrence 
therein.

21. M e ssa g e  from  t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— T he P residen t announced th e  receip t of the  following
M essage from th e  L egisla tive  A ssem b ly :—

M r . P r e s id e n t —

T h e  L eg isla tive A ssem bly re tu rn  to the  L eg isla tive  Council the  M essage from H is 
E xcellency the  G-overnor recom m ending am endm ents in the  B ill in titu led  “  A n  A c t relating to the 
Assignment or Transfer o f  Booh Debts f  and acquaint the L egisla tive  C ouncil th a t the  Legislative 
A ssem bly have agreed to th e  several am endm ents recom m ended by  H is  E xcellency  the Governor 
in  th is Bill.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egislative A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 11th  F eb ruary , 1896.

22. W a t e r  A ct 1890 (P art  2) A m end m ent  B il l .— T h e  O rder of the D ay for th e  second read ing  of
th is B ill hav ing  been read— the H onorable H . C u th b ert moved, T h a t th is  B ill be now reaa a 
second time.

Question— pu t and resolved in th e  affirm ative.— B ill read  a second tim e.
T he  H onorable H . C u thbert m oved, T h a t th is  B ill be now  com m itted to  a Com m ittee of the  whole.
Q uestion— pu t and resolved in th e  affirm ative.
A nd, on the  fu rther m otion of th e  H onorable H . C u thbert, the  P residen t left the C hair, and the 

Council resolved itse lf into Committee.
The. P residen t resum ed th e  Chair ; and th e  H onorable F . B row n having reported  that, th e  Com m ittee 

had  gone th rough the  B ill and agreed to th e  sam e w ithou t am endm ent, the  Council ordered 
th e  R eport to be taken  into consideration th is day.

On th e  motion of the H onorable H , C u thbert the  C ouncil adopted th e  R eport from  the  Com m ittee of 
th e  w hole on th is  B ill.

A nd, on the  fu rther m otion of th e  H onorable H . C u thbert, the B ill w as read  a th ird  tim e and passed.
T h e  H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t th e  follow ing be th e  title  of th e  B ill

“ A n  A ct relating to the M aking and Levying o f  Rates within an Urban District under the * Water Act 
1 8 9 0 ’ and fo r  the Abolition o f  Dees fo r  Summonses to recover Rates and Charges under the said 
A c tV

Q uestion— put and resolved in  th e  affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t a M essage be transm itted  to the  L egisla tive A ssem bly acquain ting  them  th a t the 

L egisla tive Council have agreed to th e  B ill w ithou t am endm ent.



23. M a r in e  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m end m en t B i l l . — The O rder of the day for the second reading of
this Bill having been read— the Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h at this B ill be now read a second 
time.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert, the P resident left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The P resident resumed the Chair ; and the H onorable F . Brow n having reported th a t the Committee 

had gone through the B ill and agreed to the  same w ithout amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration th is day.

On the motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the R eport from the Committee 
of the whole on th is  Bill.

And, on the further motion of the H onorable H . Cuthbert, the  Bill was read a third time and passed. 
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  following be the title  of the B ill :—

“ A n  A ct to further amend the i Marine A c t  1890.’ ”
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at a M essage be transm itted to the Legislative A ssem bly acquainting them  th a t the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.

24. P ostponement of Orders  of t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the  consideration of the following Orders
of the D ay be postponed un til to-morrow :—

Street Betting Suppression B ill— Message from  Legislative Assembly— To be taken into consideration. 
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
Local Government (M unicipal Elections') B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

And then the Council, a t tw enty-four m inutes past eight o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G E O R O E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 54.

WEDNESDAY, 12t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
Questions.

1. T he H on. L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . S a r g o o d  : To call the a tten tion  of the  H onorable the Solicitor-
G eneral to the class of advertisem ent issued by the R ailw ay D epartm ent in the tickets ; and to ask 
if steps w ill be taken  at once to discontinue such advertisem ents.

2. The H on. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . S argood : To ask the H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral w hether th e
words 66 in or from V ictoria ” have been om itted from the declaration in the new  Incom e T a x  
Schedules in tentionally  or by inadvertence ; if th e  former, w hat is the object of the  omission.

Government Business.
O rders of t h e  D ay

1. S t r e et  B etting  S u p p r e ssio n  B ill— M essag e  from  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssembly— To be taken into
consideration.

2. F actories and  S h o ps A ct 1890 A m endm ent B il l — R epo rt  from  S elect  C ommittee— T o be
taken  into consideration.

3. G ip p s l a n d  W est  a n d  M ornington  (R e ctificatio n  of B o u n d a r ies) B ill— S econd reading.
4. P ost O ffic e  A ct 1890 A m endment B il l— Second reading.
5. T re asury  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
6. L ocal G overnm ent  (M un ic ipa l  E lec tio ns) B il l — T o be further considered in Committee.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Tuesday , 18th February.

P a r l i a m e n t  B u i l d i n g s  ( J o i n t ) — a t th ree o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 7t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
Notices of M otion and Orders of the  Day. No. 54.
P o st Office A c t 1890 A m endm ent B ill— [39]. (T o  M embers of Council only.)
Railw ays B ill— [103]. (To Members of Council only.)
E lectoral D istric ts Boundaries A m endm ent B ill— [117]. (T o  Members of Council only.)
Sugar B eet B ill.— Am endm ents to be proposed by the Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T. Sargood in substitution 

for those previously issued. (To M embers of Council only.)
S treet B etting  Suppression B ill.— A m endm ents made by the Legislative Assembly. (T o  Members of

Council only.) . ic o n
R eport of the Select Com m ittee of the L egislative Council on the Factories and Shops A ct 18yi>

A m endm ent B ill.— D 4. (T o  Members of Council only.)

V otes and Proceedings of the  Legislative Assem bly. Nos. 103, 104, 105, a n d  106. 
Notices of M otion and Orders of the  Day. No. 107.
Divisions in Com m ittee of the  W hole. No. 26.
R ailw ays B ill.— A m endm ents of the  Legislative Council (To Members only.)
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No. 55.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
O P  T H E

LEG ISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 1 2 t h  FEBRUARY, 1896,

1. T he Council m et in accordance w ith  adjournm ent.

2. T he P residen t took the Chair.

3. T he President read the  P rayer.

4. P a pe r s .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert presented, by command of H is Excellency the Governor—
S tatistica l R egister of the Colony of V ictoria for the year 1894.— P a rt V II .— Law , Crime, &c. 

Ordered to lie on the  Table.
T he following P apers, pursuant to the directions of several A cts of Parliam ent, were laid upon the 

T able by th e  C lerk :—
Defences and Discipline A c t 1890.— V ictorian M ilitary Forces— A lteration of Regulations 

(P a r t  V I., Reserves).
W ater A c t 1890.— H arcourt Irriga tion  and W ater Supply T ru s t— Quorum of Commissioners.

5. M essag e  from t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— T he President announced the receipt of the  following 
M essage from the Legislative Assem bly :—

Mr . P r e s id e n t —

T he L egislative Assem bly retu rn  to th e  Legislative Council the B ill intitu led  “ A n  Act to 
.enable Victoria to take p a rt in  the fram ing acceptance and enactment o f  a Federal Constitution fo r  
Australasia,” and acquaint th e  L egisla tive Council th a t the  L egislative Assem bly have agreed to 
some of the am endm ents made in such B ill by the Legislative Council, and have disagreed w ith 
others of the  said amendments, w ith  w hich they  desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egislative A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 12th February , 1896.
A fter debate, th e  Council ordered th a t the foregoing M essage be taken  into consideration 

to-morrow.

6. M essag e  from  th e  L eg isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— T he President, announced the receipt, of the  following 
M essage from the L egislative A ssem bly :—

M r. P r e sid e n t —
T he L egislative A ssem bly re turn  to  the Legislative Council the  B ill intituled “ A n  A ct 

relating to Disease affecting V e g e ta t io n and  acquaint th e  Legislative Council th a t the Legislative 
Assem bly have agreed to  some o f the amendments made in such B ill by the Legislative Council, 
and have disagreed w ith  others of the said amendments, w ith w hich they  desire the  concurrence of 
the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egislative Assem bly, Speaker,

M elbourne, 12th February , 1896.
O rdered— T h a t the  foregoing Message be taken  into consideration th is day,



7 1 M e ssa g e  f ro m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A ssem bly .-—T h e  P residen t announced th e  receipt of th e  fo llow ing  
M essage from the L egisla tive A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e sid e n t—
T he L egisla tive A ssem bly  transm it to the  L egisla tive Council a B ill in titu led  “  A n  A ct to 

extend the provisions o f  the L a n d  A c ts  w ith  regard to the granting o f  Leases andLicences ,”  w ith  w h ic h  
they  desire the  concurrence of the  L egisla tive Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egisla tive A ssem bly, , Speaker;.

M elbourne, 12th February , 1896.

8. L and A cts A m endm ent B il l .— T he H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t the  B ill transm itted  by thet
foregoing Message* in titu led  “ Ap-.Acti to extend the provisions o f  the LafidjAptfc with regard to the*, 
granting o f  Leases-and-Licences f  be-now read a first tim e.

Question— pu t and resolved in  the  affirmative.— B ill read a first tim e, ordered to be printed, and read' 
a  second tim e to-m orrow.

9. S tr e e t  B e t t in g  S u ppr e ssio n  B il l .— T he O rder of) the  D ay for th e  consideration of the  amendments
m ade by th e  L egislative A ssem bly in th is B ill having been read— the said am endm ents were read 
and are  as follow :—

1. Clause 1, line 6, omit “ 1895 ”  and insert “ 1896.”
2. C lause 2, lines 8 and, 9, om it “ on behalf; of such person^- anti insprt^ “ promised to such

person or-on; his, behalf.”
3. „ lines 15 and 16, omit “ tu rf com m issioner or.”
4. C lause 3, lines 7 and 8, om it “ tu rf  commissioner.”
5. C lause 5, line 25, after “ houses ”  insert “ and all race-courses reg istered  by the V ictoria

R acing  C lub.”
6. „ line 26, a t th e  end of th e  clause add the follow ing w ords :— “ and the  expression

‘ bookm aker  ̂shall1 include- any^ person- w ho carries on the  business of or ac ts as 
a bookm aker or tu rf  commission agen t or any person w ho gains or endeavours; to  
gain his livelihood w holly or partly  by  b e tting  or m aking w agers.”

7. C lause 8, line 40, after “ m akes ”  insert “ or offers to  m ake.”
8. „ line 42, omit “ or.”
9. „  (page 3), line 1, omit “ o th e r” ; after “ p ro f it”  insert “  benefit or advantage ”

emit. * such ,”1 an d  after- “ ' person; ”! insert. “< w hom  kno,ws to  be an  in fan t.”
10. Clause 10, line 28, a t the  end of th e  clause add the  follow ing words “ and th e  same

shall be.deem ed to have been sol sep t for the  purposp o f earning cppami§§ion:
rew ard profit benefit or advan tage  unless he proves to the  contrary .’”

On the  motion o f th e  H onorable H . C u thbert the Council agreed to  am endrneptp I  and 2.
T he  H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th e  Council agree to am endm ent 3.
D ebate ensued.
Questipsn— put. apd resolved ip  th e  affirmative,.
Qn m otion of th e  H onorable H., C u thbert th e  C ouncil agreed to  am endm ent 4.
T he  H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t th e  C ouncil agree to  am endm ent 5.
D ebate ensued.
T h e  H onorable T . B run ton  m oved, as an  am endm ent, T h a t  the w ords “ now, ex isting  v- be inserted after 

th e  w ord “ race-courses.”
D ebate  continued.
Q uestion— T h a t the  words proposed to be inserted  be so inserted— put, and negatived.
Q uestion— T h a t the  Council agree to am endm ent 5— p u t and  negatived.
Qn th e  m otion of th e  Honorable. H . Q uthbert th e  C ouncil agreed to am endm ent! 6, 7* an<| §.
T h e  H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t th e  C ouncil agrep fo PPleh$P19Pj'> 9*
D ebate ensued.
Q uestion—p u t and resolved in the  affirmative.
On the  m otion of th e  H onorable H . C u th b ert the  Council agreed  to am endm ent 10.
O rdered— T h a t the  B ill be re turned  to th e  L eg is la tiv e  A ssem bly w ith  a  M essage acquainting them 

th a t the  L egisla tive Council have agreed to " some of the  am endm ents made in th is Bill by the 
Legisla tive A ssem bly, and have d isagreed w ith  one of th e  said am endm ents.

10. V eg eta tio n  D ise a ses  B il l .— T he O rder of the  D a y  for th e  consideration of the am endm ents made
by the Legislative Council in this B ill disagreed w ith  by the  L egisla tive A ssem bly having been read 
—ithe said am endm ents were read  and are as follow :—

Clause 8, line 30, om it “  eradicate a ll ” and in se rt “  tak e  reasonable m eans for the  eradication 
o f ”

„ same line, omit “ from .”
j, same line, om it “ all ” after “ destroy,”  and  in sert “ the .”

Clause 9, line 89, om it “ erad icate a ll and insert “ ta k e  reasonable means for the  eradication 
of.”  ‘ " r ' '

,, same line, om it “ destroy a l l ” and  in sert “ th e  destruction  of,”
«> (page 4), }inq I ,  omit, “ erad icate  all ” and iq sert “ tak e  reasonable means for the

eradication p |.”
same page, line 2, pm it “ to destroy all ” and t o ^ f t  “  the  destruction  of.”

J h e  Honorable. H , C u thbert moved, ^ h a t  th e  dqnhcIrM o not' in sis t o n ’'t f i a f f 'a m e n d ^ ^ s  disagreed 
w ith  by the  L egisla tive A ssem bly.

D ebate ensued.
Q uestion— pu t and negatived. •
O rdered— T h a t th e  B ill be returned to the  L eg isla tive  A ssem bly w ith a Ijdessage acquainting them 

th a t the L egislative Council insist on th e ir  am endm ents in th is B ill w ith  w hich the  Legislative 
A ssem bly have disagreed.



11. F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the consideration of
the R eport from the Select Committee to w hich this Bill was referred having been read the
Honorable L ieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, T h a t the R eport be now adopted.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Factories and Shops A ct 1890 A m endm ent B ill be now 

committed to a Committee of the whole.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert, the  President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the C hair ; and the H onorable F . B row n reported th a t the Committee had 

made progress in the Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Committee may have leave 
to sit again.

Resolved— T h at the Council will, to-m orrow, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

12. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o k  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until to-morrow :—

Gippsland West and Mornington (Rectification o f  Boundaries) B ill— Second reading.
Post Office Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
Local Government (M unicipal Elections) B ill— To be fu rther considered in Committee.

And then the Council, at one m inute past eleven o’clock, adjourned un til to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 55.

THURSDAY, 13t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
Government Business.

Orders  of t h e  D ay  :—

1. F a c t o r i e s  an d  S h o p s A c t  1890 A m end m en t B i l l — T o be further considered in Committee.
2. F e d e r a t io n  of A u st r a l a sia  E n a b l in g  B ill— M essage  from L eg isl a t iv e  A ssembly  To be

taken into consideration.
3. G ip p s l a n d  W est  a n d  M ornington (R ectificatio n  of B o unda ries) B ill— S econd reading
4. P ost Of fic e  A ct 1890 A m endment B ill— S econd reading. ”
5. T reasury  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B il l — S econd reading— Resumption o f  debate.
6. L ocal G overnm ent  (M un ic ipa l  E lectio ns) B il l — To be further considered in Committee.

General Business.
Or d e r  of t h e  D ay :—

1. L and  A cts A m endm ent  B il l — S econd reading.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Tuesday, 18th February.

P a r l i a m e n t  B u i l d i n g s  ( J o i n t ) — at three o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 1 2 t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
N otices of Motion and Orders of the  D ay. No. 55.
Land B ill— [122]. (To M embers of Council only.)
Factories and Shops A c t 1890 A m endm ent B ill—

Am endm ent to be proposed by the  Hon. S ir A. Snowden. (To Members of Council only.) 
Amendments to be proposed by the H on. . (To Members of Council only.)

Federation of A ustralasia E nabling Bill.— Am endm ents made by the Legislative Council— H ow dealt w ith 
by the Legislative Assem bly. (T o  M embers of Council only.)

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 108.
Federal R epresentatives B ill— [124],
Seed A dvances B ill— [125].
Sugar B eet B ill.— A m endm ents of the Legislative Council. (T o Members only.) 
Customs A c t 1890.— D raw back R egulations.— Order in  Council. No. 94.
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No. 56.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF T H E

LEG ISLA TIV E COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 13t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.

1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the P rayer.

4. F actories and  S hops A ct 1890 A mendment B il l .— The Order of the Day for the fu rther con
sideration of this Bill in Committee of the whole having been read—the P resident left the Chair, 
and the Council resolved itself into Committee.

T he President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported tha t the Committee had 
made progress in the Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, T h a t the Committee may have leave 
to sit again.

Resolved— T h at the Council will, th is day, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

5. D isting uish ed  V isito r .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t a chair be provided on the floor
of the Council Chamber for the  Honorable Sir Joseph P. A bbott, Speaker of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Colony of N ew  South W ales.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

6. F actories and  S ho ps A ct 1890 A mendment B il l .— The Order of the Day for the further con
sideration of th is Bill in Committee of the whole having been read— the President left the Chair, 
and the Council resolved itself into Committee.

The President resumed the Chair; and the Honorable F . Brown reported tha t the Committee had 
gone through the B ill and agreed to the same w ith amendments.

Ordered— T h at the Bill, as amended, be printed, and taken into consideration on Tuesday next.

7. Message from th e  L egislative  A ssembly.— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P resident—
The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled  ̂ An Act to

further amend the Law relating to the Victorian Railways,” and acquaint the L egisla tive Counci
th a t the Legislative Assembly have disagreed w ith  the amendments made in such Bil y e
Legislative Council. ,  .

G R A H A M  BER R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 13th February, 1896.
Ordered— T h at the foregoing -Message be taken into consideration on Tuesday next.

(200 copies.)



8. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T he P residen t announced the receipt of the following
M essage from the L egisla tive A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he L egislative A ssem bly transm it to the  Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n  Act to 
authorize Advances to Municipalities fo r  the purchase o f  Wire N etting ,” w ith  w hich they  desire the 
concurrence of the  L egisla tive Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 13 th  F ebruary , 1896.

9. A d v a n c e s  t o  M u n i c i p a l i t i e s  ( W i r e  N e t t i n g ) B i l l .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat the
B ill transm itted  by the  foregoing M essage, in titu led  u A n  A c t to authorize Advances to Municipalities 
fo r  the purchase o f  W ire N e t t i n g be now read a first tim e.

Q uestion— p u t and resolved in the affirm ative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a  second tim e on Tuesday next.

10. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration o f  the following Order
o f the  D ay be postponed un til T uesday  nex t

Federation o f  Australasia Enabling B ill— Message fro m  Legislative Assembly— To be taken into 
consideration.

11. G i p p s l a n d  W e s t  a n d  M o r n in g t o n  ( R e c t if ic a t io n  o f  B o u n d a r i e s )  B i l l .— T he Order of the
D ay for the second reading of th is B ill having been read— the H onorable W . M cCulloch moved, 
T h a t th is B ill be now read a second time.

D ebate ensued.
Q uestion— put and resolved in the  affirm ative.— B ill read a second time.
T h e  Honorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t th is B ill be now committed to a Com m ittee of the whole. 
Q uestion— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
A nd, on the fu rther motion of the H onorable W . M cCulloch, the P residen t left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
T he P residen t resum ed the C hair ; and the H onorable F . B row n having reported th a t the Committee 

had gone through the' B ill and agreed to the same w ithout amendment, the  Council ordered the 
R eport to be taken  into consideration th is day.

O n the m otion of the  H onorable W . M cCulloch the  Council adopted the  R eport from the  Committee 
of th e  w hole on th is B ill.

A nd, on the  fu rther motion of the Honorable W . M cCulloch, the B ill was read a th ird  time and 
passed.

T h e  Honorable W . M cC ulloch moved, T h a t the following be the title  of th e  B ill :—
il A n  A ct to rectify the Boundaries o f  the Gippsland West and Mornington Electoral Districts and 

certain Divisions thereof.”
Q uestion— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t a M essage be transm itted  to the L egislative A ssem bly acquain ting  them  th a t the 

L egislative Council have agreed to the B ill w ithout am endm ent.

12. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— O rdered, T h a t the  consideration of the following Orders
of th e  D ay be postponed u n til T uesday  n ex t :—

Post Office A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— Second "reading.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
Local Government (.Municipal Elections) B ill— To be fu r th e r  considered in Committee.
L and  Acts Amendment B ill-—Second reading.

13. A d j o u r n m e n t .— T he H onorable H . C u thbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Council, at its rising,
adjourn until Tuesday nex t.

D ebate ensued.
Question-—;pu t and resolved in the  affirmative.

A n d  then the Council, a t th ir ty  m inutes past eleven o’clock, adjourned un til T uesday next.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 56.

TUESDAY, 1 8 t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
Government Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. F actories and S hops A ct 1890 A mendment B ill— Consideration of Report.
2. F ederation of A ustralasia  E nabling- B ill— M essage from L egislative A ssembly— T o be

taken into consideration.
3. R ailways B ill— Message from Legislative A ssembly— T o be taken into consideration.
4. A dvances to M unicipalities (W ire  N etting) B ill— Second reading.
5. P ost Office A ct 1890 A mendment B ill— S econd reading.
6 . T r e a s u r y  D e p o s i t s  I n t e r e s t  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
7. L ocal G overnment (M unicipal E lections) B ill—To be further considered in Committee.

General Business.
Order o f  the D a y  :—

1. L a n d  A c t s  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Cleric o f  the Legislative Council.

MEETING OF SELECT COMMITTEE.
Tuesday , 18th February.

P a r l i a m e n t  B u i l d i n g s  ( J o i n t ) — at three o’clock.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 1 3 t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
Notices of M otion and Orders of th e  D ay. No. 56.

N otices of M otion and Orders of th e  D ay. No. 109.
R eport from the  Select Committee upon S tate  M onopoly in M anufacture of Tobacco ; together w ith the 

Proceedings of the  Com m ittee, M inutes of Evidence, and an A ppendix . D. No. 4.
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MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF TH E

LEG ISLA TIV E COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 1 8 t h  FEBRUARY, 1 8 9 6 .

1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. P a p e r .—-The Honorable H . Cuthbert presented, by command of H is Excellency the Governor—
Statistical Register of the Colony of Victoria for the year 1894.— P a rt V III .— Production. 

Ordered to lie on the Table.

5. Message from the Legislative A ssembly.— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assem bly:—

Mr., P resident—
The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Message from His E xcel

lency the Governor recommending amendments in the Bill intituled “ A n  Act relating to Mallee 
L a n d s” and acquaint the Legislative Council that the Legislative Assembly have agreed to the 
several amendments recommended by H is Excellency the Governor in this Bill, w ith which they 
desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 18th February, 1896.

B R A S S E T ,
Governor. Message.

Pursuant to the provisions of section 36 of The Constitution Act, the Governor transmits to the 
Legislative Assembly, for their consideration, the following amendments which he desires to be 
made in the Bill intituled “A n Act relating to Mallee Lands ”:—

Clause 1, omit “ 1895,” substitute “ 1896.”
Clause 8, after “ shall,” in the last line of page 4, insert “  upon such entry.”
Clause 52, omit “ or Treasury bonds or bills.”

Government Offices,
Melbourne, 17th February, 1896.

On the motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert the Council agreed to the several amendments recom
mended by H is Excellency the Governor, and ordered a Message to be transmitted to the Legislative 
Assembly acquainting them  therewith.

6 .  Message f r o m  the Legislative A ssembly.— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

Mr. P resident—
The Legislative Assembly transmit to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ An Act to

sanction the expenditure o f Moneys available under Loan Acts fo r  Railways and other purposes and  ̂to
prevent the further issue o f Moneys under the authority o f certain Raihvay Ljoan Application Acts,” w ith 
which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B ER R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 18th February, 1896.



7. R a i l w a y  L o a n  A p p l i c a t i o n  B i l l .— T he Honorable Wi M cCulloch moved, T h a t the B ill transm itted
by the foregoing M essage, intitu led  “ A n  A ct to sanction the expenditure o f  Moneys available under 
Loan A cts fo r  Railways and other purposes and to prevent the further issue o f  Moneys under the 
authority o f  certain Railway Loan Application Acts,” be now read a first time.

Q uestion—put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time to-morrow.

8. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T he P resident announced the receipt of the following
M essage from the Legislative A ssem bly

M r. P r e s i d e n t —
T he Legislative A ssem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill in tituled “ A n Act 

relating to the nomination o f  Representatives o f  Victoria at the Convention fo r  fram ing a Federal 
Constitution fo r  Australasia,” w ith  w hich they desire the concurrence of the  Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egislative Assem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 18th February , 1896.

9. F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l a s i a  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  B i l l .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the
B ill transm itted  by the  foregoing M essage, in tituled “ A h  Act relating to the nomination o f  Represen
tatives o f  Victoria at the Convention fo r  fram ing a Federal Constitution fo r  A iistrd lasia” be now read 
a first time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time to-morrow.

10. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T he P resident announced the receipt of the follow
ing M essage from the Legislative A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative A ssem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n Act to 
enable Seed to be advanced on certain terms to Cultivators o f  Land ,” w ith  w hich they  desire the con
currence of the Legislative Council.

g r a h a m  b e r r y ,
Speaker.

Legislative Assem bly,
Melbourne* 18th February , 1896.

11. S e e d  B i l l .— T he Honorable D. C outts moved, T h a t the  B ill transm itted  by th e  foregoing Message,
in titu led  “ A n  Act to enable Seed to be advanced on certain terms to Cultivators o f  L and ,” be now read 
a first tim e.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first tim e, ordered to be printed, and read a 
second tim e th is day.

12* M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T he P residen t announced the receip t of the following 
M essage from the L egislative A ssem bly 

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assem bly re tu rn  to the Legislative Council the  B ill in tituled ie A n  Act to 
encourage the Establishment o f  the Sugar Beet Industry in Victoria,” and acquaint the Legislative 
Council th a t the Legislative A ssem bly have agreed to some of the amendments made in such Bill 
by the Legislative Council and have disagreed w ith  others of the said amendm ents, and have agreed 
to tw o of the said amendments w ith  amendments, w ith w hich they  desire the concurrence of the 
Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egislative Assem bly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 18th February , 1896.
O rdered—T h a t the foregoing M essage be taken  into consideration th is day.

13. F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l a s i a  E n a b l i n g  B i l l .— T he O rder of the D ay for the consideration of the
amendments made by the L egislative Council in th is B ill and disagreed w ith  by the Legislative
Assem bly having been read— the said am endm ents w ere read, and are as follow :—

a a , . . .  T .. How dealt with by the
Amendments made by the Legislative Council. Legislative Assembly.

1. Clause 8, page 3, a t end of clause add— “ and every person so x
nom inated or some person for him  or on his behalf shall
a t the  tim e of the delivery of such nomination paper pay 
to the re turn ing  officer the  sum of F ifty  pounds to be 
dealt w ith as hereinafter provided.”

2. Clause 12, fine 23, after “ T h e ” insert “ voting for the .”
3. „  line 24, omit “ on ” and insert “ before.” D isagreed with.
4. Clause 13, line 27, after “  tak en  ” insert “  by means of voting-papers

transm itted  by post to every elector by registered le tte r 
and shall be taken .”

o. Clause 33, line 37, after “ taken  ” insert “ by means o f voting-papers 
in accordance w ith  the Schedule hereto transm itted  by 
post to every elector and shall be' taken .”



Amendments made by the Legislative Council. How dealt with by the 
Legislative Assembly.

Disagreed with.

6. Clause 34-, omit this clause, and insert new clause
“ A . Each voter shall vote ‘ Y e s ’ or ‘ N o ’ on the question in 

accordance w ith the direction on the voting-paper trans
m itted by post and every such voting-paper shall be 
posted before such day as may be prescribed.”

7. Clause 36, line 5, omit “ fifty and insert “ seventy-five.”
8. Clause 37, omit this clause, and insert new clause :—

“ B. I f  two colonies in addition to V ictoria accept the Con
stitution, the  Legislative Council and the Legislative 
Assem bly of V ictoria may adopt a Jo in t Address to the 
■Queen, praying tha t the C onstitution may bo passed into )■ Agreed to. 
law by the Im perial Parliam ent upon receipt from the 
Parliam ents of such two colonies either of similar jo in t 
or separate A ddresses from each House of such P a rlia 
ments.

Such Jo in t A ddress to the Queen shall not be adopted)
by the  P arliam ent of V ictoria after the expiration of ( yy , . ,
tw elve months from the said colonies accepting the said ( ^ag ree  wi .
C onstitution.” J

9. Clause 39, omit sub-clauses (1) and (2). I tv i ui
IQ. In  the Schedule, omit “  Ballot-paper^’ and insert “  Voting-paper.-” j  isagiee wi

T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  Council do not insist on amendment 1.
D ebate ensued.
Question— put and negatived.
T he Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t the Council insist on th is amendment for 

the following reason :—T h a t the  L egislative Council claim to have the righ t to make th is am end
ment, as in no way does it come w ithin  the operation of section 56 of The Constitution A ct.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Council do not insist on amendments 2 to. 6 inclusive.
D ebate ensued.
Question— put.
The Council divided.

Ayes, 7.
T he Hon. D. Coutts

H . C uthbert 
C. J .  H am  
N . Levi 
W. M cCulloch.

Tellers.
T . Brunton 
S. F raser.

Noes, 29.
T he H on. J .  H . A bbott 

J .  Balfour 
J .  Bell
F . Brown 
J . C. Campbell 

. Sir W . J .  Clarke, B art.
S. W . Cooke 
E . J .  Crooke 
T . Dowling 
Dr. W. H . Em bling 
N . F itzG erald  
D, Ham 
D . E . M cBryde
D. M elville
E. M iller
E . M orey 
J .  M . P ra t t
A . O. Sachse
C. Sargeant
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood 
J ,  Service 
G-. Simmie 
Sir A . Snowden 
N . Thornley 
J ,  A- W allace 
T , D. W anliss 
W . I . W inter-Irv ing.

Tellers.
G-. Godfrey 
W . P itt .

And so it passed in the negative.

The H onorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood moved, T h at the Council insist on these amendments 
for the  following reasons :— T h at the  Legislative Council are desirous th a t every possible facility 
should be afforded to voters, especially in the country districts, to record their votes, and the Council 
feel certain th a t if this amendment be agreed to by the Legislative Assembly a far larger number of 
the electors will be enabled to vote than  would be possible under the existing electoral law.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.



T he Honorable H. C uthbert moved, T h a t the Council do not insist on amendment 7.
Debate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in th e  affirmative.
T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Council do not insist on the portion of amendment 8 

disagreed w ith by the Legislative A ssem bly.
D ebate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
The H onorable H. C uthbert moved, T h a t the Council do not insist on amendments 9 and 10.
Question— put and negatived.

. Ordered— T h a t the B ill be returned to the L egislative Assem bly w ith  a M essage acquainting them 
th a t the L egislative Council do not insist on some of their amendments disagreed w ith by the Legis
lative A ssem bly, and that they do insist on others of the  said amendments for the reasons above set 
forth.

14. R a i l w a y s  B i l l . — T he Order of the D ay for the consideration of the amendments made by the 
Legislative Council in this B ill and disagreed w ith by the Legislative Assem bly having been read— 
the said amendments were read, and are as follow :—

1. T itle , omit the T itle  and insert new T itle  :—
“ A  B ill in titu led  A n A ct to create a V ictorian R ailw ays T ru s t and to further amend the 

Law  rela ting  to the V ictorian R a ilw ay s /’
2. Clause 2, lines 13 and 14, omit “ P rovided however th a t section four shall come into

operation on the passing of th is A ct ” and insert “ for the holding of the first 
m eeting of the V ictorian R ailw ays T ru st as hereinafter provided.”

3. Clause 5, omit th is clause.
4. Clause 6, omit this clause.
5. Clause 7, omit th is clause.
6. Clause 8, omit this clause.
7. Clause 9, omit this clause.
8. Clause 10, omit this clause.
9. Clause 11, omit this clause.

10. Clause 12, omit th is clause.
11. Clause 13, omit this clause and insert the following head lines and new clauses :—

Abolition o f  Victorian Railways Commissioners.

A. On and after the day appointed for the first m eeting of the  V ictorian Railways T rust
as hereinafter provided the body corporate styled “ T he Victorian Railways 
Commissioners ” as constituted under the Railw ays A cts shall be abolished.

Constitution o f  Victorian Railways Trust.

B. (1) F or the purposes of carrying out and enforcing the provisions of th is A ct and such
provisions of the Railw ays A cts, the R ailw ays Standing Committee A cts, and 
any other A cts as have im m ediately before the commencement of this A ct been 
carried out or enforced by the Commissioners, a V ictorian Railw ays T rust 
(hereinafter called the T ru st)  shall be constituted.

(2) Such T ru st shall consist of the M inister, who shall by virtue of his office be the
Chairm an of the T rust, and also of four other members who shall be appointed 
by the  G overnor in Council, and are hereinafter specially referred to as 
“ appointed T rustees.”

(3) E very  appointed Trustee before entering upon the duties or exercising the powers
vested in him by this A ct shall make and subscribe before the Executive Council 
a declaration in the form  contained in the Second Schedule to th is A c t ; and 
every such declaration shall be kept among the records of the said Council.

C. (1) T he T ru s t shall be a body corporate by the name “ T he V ictorian Railways
T ru st,” and by th a t name shall have perpetual succession and a common seal and 
be capable in law of suing and being sued, and shall have power to take purchase 
sell lease and hold lands tenem ents and hereditam ents goods chattels and other 
property for any of the purposes of the R ailw ays A cts subject to the restrictions 
therein contained.

(2) A ll courts judges and persons acting judicially shall take judicial notice of the 
common seal of the V ictorian R ailw ays T ru s t affixed to any deed and shall 
presume th a t such seal was properly affixed thereto.

D. (1) Of the four persons who are first appointed T rustees tw o shall hold office for a
period of three years and two for four years as shall be specified in the  Order in 
Council appointing  such T rustees ; but such persons shall a t the  expiration of 
the period for w hich they  are respectively appointed be eligible for re
appointm ent.



(2) W here a vacancy occurs in the  office of T rustee before the expiration of the full
period for which such T rustee was appointed, his successor shall be appointed 
only for the unexpired portion of such period, but shall be eligible for re 
appointment.

(3) W here a vacancy occurs in the office of T rustee at the expiration of the full period
for which such T rustee was appointed his successor shall be appointed for 
a period of two years.

(4) T he office of an appointed T rustee shall by virtue of this A ct be an office or place
of profit under the Crown w ithin the meaning of P a rt I I .  of The Constitution Act 
Amendment Act 1890.

E . (1) Subject to th is A ct every appointed T rustee shall hold his office during good
behaviour for the term for w hich he may be appointed pursuant to this Act.

(2) I t  shall be law ful for the Governor in Council to remove any such Trustee from his
office on an address praying for such removal being presented to the Governor 
by the Legislative Council and the L egislative Assembly respectively in the 
same session of Parliam ent or by the Legislative Assembly alone in two consecu
tive sessions thereof, provided th a t not less than  six weeks shall intervene 
between such addresses w hen made by the Legislative Assembly alone as afore
said.

(3) A t any time w hen Parliam ent is not sitting  it shall be lawful for the Governor in
Council to suspend any appointed T rustee from [executing the powers and duties 
of] his office [b u t not from receiving the salary attached thereto] for inability 
inefficiency m ismanagement or misbehaviour or refusal or neglect or failure to 
carry out any of the provisions of the  R ailw ays A cts [or any of his duties as 
a T ru stee], and when and so often as the  same happens a full statem ent of the 
cause of such suspension shall be laid before both Houses of Parliam ent w ithin 
seven days after the commencement of the nex t session thereof ; and if an 
address shall a t any time [w ith in  two months from the laying of such statem ent 
before Parliam ent] be presented to the Governor by the Legislative Council or 
the Legislative A ssem bly praying for the restoration of such Trustee to his office 
such T rustee shall be restored accordingly ; but if no such address be so pre
sented it shall be law ful for the Governor in Council to confirm such suspension 
and to declare the office of such T rustee  to be and the same shall thereupon 
become and be vacant as if such T rustee  were naturally  dead.

F . (1) In  the  event at any time of the office of any appointed T rustee becoming vacant
the Governor in Council may appoint some person to be an A cting T rustee.

(2) No such vacancy shall be so filled for any period exceeding six months in the w hole ;
and in m aking any appointm ent pursuant to this section the period for which any 
A cting  T rustee is appointed shall be specified by the Governor in Council.

(3) E very  A cting  T rustee shall during the time for w hich he is appointed hold office
during good behaviour and shall have all the powers and perform all the duties 
of a Trustee, and shall be liable to be suspended or removed from or restored to 
office by the G overnor in Council in such manner and upon such grounds as the 
appointed Trustees are liable to be suspended or removed from or restored to 
office.

G. In  the case of the illness suspension or absence of any appointed T rustee it shall be
law ful for the Governor in  Council to appoint some other person to act as the 
deputy of such T rustee during such illness suspension or absence, and every 
such person shall during the time for which he acts as such deputy have all the 
righ ts powers duties and liabilities and perform all the duties of such Trustee 
and shall be liable to be suspended or removed from or restored to office by the 
Governor in Council in such manner and upon such grounds as appointed Trustees 
are liable to be suspended or removed from or restored to office.

H . (1) Every appointed Trustee shall during his continuance in such office be entitled to receive
by way o f  remuneration fo r  his services a salary at the rate o f  Seven hundred and  

f i f t y  pounds per annum payable monthly.
(2) In  addition to the salary by this A ct payable every appointed Trustee shall be entitled to

a further sum not exceeding One pound per diem fo r  the personal expenses incurred by 
him in the performance o f  his duties as a Trustee in travelling whether by land or 
water, and also any charges o f  railway steam-boat coach or other conveyance paid by 
him when so travelling.

(3) The amount to which any Trustee is entitled pursuan t to this Act fo r  salary or travelling
expenses and charges shall when approved by the Minister be payable out o f  the 
consolidated revenue o f  Victoria which is hereby appropriated fo r  that purpose 
accordingly.

I. (1) I f  any appointed T rustee be in anywise concerned or interested in any bargain or
contract made by or on behalf of the T ru st or in anywise participate or claim to 
be entitled to participate in the profit thereof or in any benefit or emolument 
arising from the same, he shall thereby vacate his office as Trustee, and shall 
also be guilty of a misdemeanour, and on conviction thereof shall be liable in the 
discretion of the court to a penalty not exceeding F ive hundred pounds or to 
imprisonment for any term  not exceeding three years or to both of these 
punishm ents.



m
(2) N oth ing  in this section shall be construed to prevent any person who is a Trustee

from entering into any contracts for the  carriage of passengers or of goods 
belonging to him self or any firm of persons of w hich he is a member in the same 
m anner and upon the same term s as those upon w hich such contracts are 
ordinarily  made by the T ru st w ith  the general public.

(3) N o person shall cease to be a T rustee by reason of being beneficially interested in any
new spaper in  w hich the T ru s t inserts advertisem ents, and no person being a 
shareholder or member of any incorporated company consisting of more than 
tw enty  persons shall cease to be a T rustee or be liable to any penalty by reason of 
any contract entered into betw een such company and the T ru st or of any work 
done by such company.

(4) No T rustee shall take part in the  consideration of any question relating to any
contract or to the  execution of any contract by any company of which he is a 
shareholder or member or of any question in w hich he has a direct pecuniary 
in terest.

J .  No person being an uncertificated insolvent or whose affairs are under liquidation by 
arrangem ent under P a r t  IX . o f the Insolvency A ct 1890 and who has not received 
a certificate of discharge under such P a r t  shall be capable of being appointed a 
T rustee  ; and any appointed T rustee  who becomes insolvent, or whose affairs are 
placed in liquidation as aforesaid, or who m akes a composition w ith his creditors 
under P a r t  X . of the said A ct, or who applies to take the benefit of any A ct now 
or hereafter to be in force for the relief of insolvent debtors, or who by any deed 
or other w riting  compounds w ith  his creditors or makes an assignm ent for their 
benefit, or who is convicted of felony or any infamous offence, shall be deemed to 
have forfeited his office as T rustee.

K , I f  any appointed T ru stee  be absent from his duty for four consecutive m eetings of the 
T ru st except on leave g ran ted  by the  T ru st w ith  the approval of the  G-overnor 
in Council or become incapable of performing his duties as T rustee or resign he 
shall thereby  vacate his office as T rustee.

Tw. N o proceeding of the T ru s t shall be invalidated or illegal in consequence only of there 
being any vacancy in the  num ber of the T rustees a t the  time of such proceeding.

M, (1) T he  T rustees shall hold a m eeting for the despatch of business once a t least in 
every week.

(2) A t any m eeting three T rustees shall form a quorum and shall have and may exercise 
all th e  rights powers and authorities w hich by th is A c t or by any A ct for the 
tim e being in force are or shall be vested in the  T rustees.

N , (1 ) T he  T rustee presiding a t a m eeting of the  T ru st shall in the  event of an equal 
division of votes a t such m eeting have a second or casting vote.

(2) I f  th e  M inister is not present a t any m eeting of th e  T rust, the T rustees who are 
present shall appoint one of them selves to take the  chair and preside a t such 
m eeting.

O, I f  th e  M inister differs from th e  opinion of the  m ajority  of the  T rustees w ith respect 
to any m atter before the  T rustees for the ir decision and determ ination, such 
m atter shall be deferred by the M inister if he th in k s fit for not more than  seven 
days, w hen it  shall be again brought forw ard a t a m eeting of the T r u s t ; and in 
such event w hether the M inister does or does not differ in  opinion from the 
m ajority of the  T rustees such m atter of difference shall be determ ined according 
to the decision of the  m ajority  of the T rustees.

F irst Meeting o f  Trustees.

P , T he T rustees shall hold the ir first m eeting on such day and a t such tim e and place as 
the  Governor in Council by notice in the  Government Gazette shall appoint in that 
b e h a lf ; and on and after the  day so appointed w hether the whole number of 
m embers shall, or shall not have been appointed the T ru s t shall be deemed to be 
duly and legally  constituted.

Transfer o f  Rights Powers Duties Liabilities and Property to Trust.

Q. Subject to the  provisions of th is A ct, the  several rig h ts  powers duties and liabilities at 
th e  commencement of th is A c t vested in  and imposed upon the Commissioners 
by any A c t shall on and after such date be vested in imposed upon and executed 
by the T rust, and the several powers duties and liabilities so vested in or imposed 
upon a single Commissioner shall on and after such date be vested in imposed 
upon and executed by a single T rustee.

R. A ll railw ays vested in the Commissioners a t the commencement of th is A c t and the 
piers w harfs je tties stations yards and buildings connected or used therewith 
respectively, or form ing or reputed  to be p a rt or parcel thereof respectively, 
together w ith  the  land over or upon w hich the said railw ays piers w harfs jetties 
stations yards and buildings have been or may hereafter be constructed or eiectec 
and the land included w ith in  the  boundary fences of any of the  said railways, an 
all land outside of such fences vested in the Commissioners a t the commencemen 
of th is A ct, and the inheritance thereof in fee simple and all personal pioperty 
w hatsoever belonging to the  said Commissioners a t th e  time of such commence
m ent, shall be and the  same are hereby vested in the  T ru s t for the purposes 
of th is  A ct.



S. A ny lands which a t the commencement o f this A ct are vested in the Commissioners 
and any lands (including Crown lands) which after such commencement are 
taken by the T ru st under the authority  of any A ct and the inheritance thereof 
in fee simple shall be and the same are hereby vested in the T rust for the 
purposes of this A ct.

T . A ll telegraph posts erected on any lands vested in the T rust and all wires instrum ents 
and other telegraphic or telephonic apparatus used in connexion w ith any of the 
railw ays shall be and the same are hereby vested in  the T ru st for the purposes 
of this Act.

U . (1) A ll purchases sales conveyances grants assurances deeds securities contracts bonds 
and agreements entered into made or given before the commencement of th is A ct 
by or to the Commissioners in connexion w ith the railways vested in the Com
missioners or w ith the piers wharfs jetties stations yards buildings lands or 
personal property by th is A ct vested in the T rust shall be as binding Und of as 
full force and effect in every respect against or in favour of the T ru st and may 
be enforced as fully and effectually as if  instead of the Commissioners the T rust 
had been a party  thereto.

(2) A ll powers conferred upon the Commissioners and all m atters or things had or done
or to be done and all righ ts  and privileges accrued or accruing shall be exercised, 
enforced enjoyed and used by the T rust in the same way th a t the Commissioners 
m ight have exercised enforced enjoyed or used the same but for the passing of 
th is A ct, and w ith  respect thereto the T ru st shall be substituted for the said 
Commissioners.

(3) A ny penalty forfeiture or other punishm ent incurred or to be incurred in respect of
any offence committed against the  Commissioners in respect of the railw ays or 
in respect of any such piers w harfs je tties stations yards buildings lands or 
personal property before the commencement of this A ct may be enforced and 
recovered by or on behalf of the  T ru st in the same w ay as the  Commissioners 
m ight have enforced and recovered the same but for the passing of th is A ct.

V. (1) If  a t the date of the commencement of th is A ct any action or proceeding w hether 
for a penalty or otherwise or any cause of action or proceeding is pending or 
existing by or against the Commissioners, the  same shall not be in anywise 
prejudicially affected by th is A c t bu t may be continued prosecuted and enforced 
by or against the T ru s t as successor to the Commissioners.

(2) A ll contracts deeds bonds agreem ents and other instrum ents entered into or made 
and subsisting a t such date and to w hich the Commissioners are a party  may be 
enforced by or against the T ru st as fully and effectually as if  instead of the 
Commissioners the  T ru st had been a party  thereto.

Interpretation o f  Acts Orders and Documents.
W i T h e  following words and expressions having reference to the V ictorian Railways 

Commissioners and words and expressions of a like meaning or referring thereto 
respectively w herever they occur in any A c t Order in Council by-law regulation 
deed contract or document shall i f  not inconsistent w ith the context have the 
respective meanings hereby attached to them (that is to say) :—

“ Victorian R ailw ays Cdinmissioners ” or “ Com m issioners” shall refer to 
the T rust.

“ Commissioner ” shall refer to a Trustee.
“ Officer ” or “ employe ” or “ servant ” of the V ictorian Railw ays Commis

sioners or the  Commissioners shall mean officer or employe or servant 
of the  Trust.

Transfer o f Officers and Employes o f  Commissioners to the Trust.'
X . A ll officers arid employes employed oil the day of the commencement of this A ct by 

the Commissioners shall w ithout further or other authority  than this A ct be and 
are hereby trarisferred to the employment of the T rust, and shall become on tha t 
day officers and employes of the T r u s t a n d  w ith regard to the officers-" and 
employes so transferred and all officers or employes hereafter employed by the 
T ru st and all candidates for appointment as officefs or employes under the T rust, 
the T rust shall subject to th is A ct thenceforward have and exercise all or any of 
the powers duties arid liabilities conferred or iinposed oii the  Commissioners by 
the  R ailw ays A cts.

Y. (1) T he righ ts  and privileges of officer's arid employes of the Commissioners shall not 
be prejudicially affected by the transfer to  the T ru s t of such officers and
employes.   # '

(2) E very  officer or employe who is by the operation of this A ct transferred from the
service Of the  Cornitiissioners to the  Service of the  T rust shall nevertheless con- 

* tinue to  be ati “ officer 6r employe ’’ w ithin the meaning of the Railways Acts 
arid to be subject to such A cts accordingly ; bu t instead of being under the 
control of the  Commissioners every officer or employe so transferred shall be 
under the control of the Trtisfc. ,

(3) So far only as relates to officers or employes so transferred arid officers or emp oyes
hereafter appointed or employed by the T rust for the purposes of the Railways 
A cts, all provisions of the Railways A c t 1890 relating to officers ,and employes 
shall subject to th is A ct be rbad and construed as if instead of the Commissioners 
the T ru s t w ere specified or referred to in such provisions.



(4) W here in the  Railw ays A cts powers and duties w ith regard to officers or employes
are imposed or conferred on the Commissioners or 011 the Board or Commissioners 
or on any one or two Commissioners, such powers and duties shall w ith regard to 
officers and employes under the T ru st be exercised only by the T ru st or any one 
or two Trustees, as the case may be.

(5) N otw ithstanding anyth ing  in this A ct contained it shall not be law ful for the Trust
to alter or in any w ay diminish the rights and privileges of any officers and employes 
so transferred w ith  regard to compensation for loss of office or superannuation or 
retiring  allowances or, unless so authorized by regulations made pursuant to this 
A ct, to lower the  sta tus or reduce the rank position grade or pay of any officers 
or employes so transferred. T his sub-section shall not prevent any officer or 
employe being dealt with by the T ru st for any charge made against him pursuant 
to the R ailw ays A cts.

R ailw ay Officers and Employes.

Z. W ith  the approval of the G overnor in Council and subject to such arrangem ent as he 
may th in k  fit for paying the salary or wages of any officer or employe, the 
services of any officer or employe under the control of the Board may be in part 
made use of by the T rust, and the services of any officer or employe under the 
control o f the T ru s t may be in part made use of by the Board.

A A . N otw ithstanding  anyth ing  contained in section seventy-seven of the Railways Act 
1890 the pow ers'conferred 011 the  Governor in Council therein shall be exercised 
by the T rustees so far only as regards candidates for employment under the 
T rust.

B B . In  section ninety-tw o of the Railways A c t  1890 the following words, namely, “ And 
such regulations w hen confirmed by the G overnor in Council shall have the 
same force and effect as if they  had been contained in this A ct,” shall not apply 
to any regulations made by the  T ru s t.

General Manager.

CC. (1) T he Governor in Council on the recom m endation of the T ru s t may from time to 
time appoint some fit and proper person as G eneral M anager of Railways for any 
period not exceeding seven years provided however th a t the Governor in Council 
on the recommendation of the T ru s t may a t any time suspend or remove such 
G eneral M anager for inability  inefficiency m ism anagem ent or misbehaviour or 
refusal or neglect or failure to carry out any of the provisions of the Railways 
A cts or any of his duties as G eneral M anager.

(2) The G eneral M anager shall be responsible to the T ru st for—
(a) the  efficiency and proper m aintenance of the railw ay lines, rolling-stock,

equipm ent, workshops, stations, buildings, and w o rk s ;
(b) the  regulation and proper w orking of the tra in  service ;
(c) the  control and efficiency of all officers and employes of the ra ilw ays; and
(d) generally for carrying out all other functions and duties in connexion with

the  m anagem ent of the railw ays which may be intrusted to him from 
tim e to time by the T rustees.

(3) D uring the pleasure of the T ru st the G eneral M anager shall, subject to such direc
tions as he may from tim e to time receive from the T rust, exercise all or any of 
the powers authorities privileges and duties by law conferred on the T rust, and 
w hich may be by the T ru s t delegated to him, except the power of appointing 
and rem oving officers and employes and th a t of m aking altering or repealing 
rules regulations or by-laws.

12. Clause 14, line 31, omit “ Commissioner ” and insert “ T ru s t.”
13. ,, line 34, omit “ Commissioner ”  and insert “ T ru s t.”
14. ,, line 36, omit “  Commissioner ” and insert 66 T ru st.”
15. „ line 39, omit “ Commissioner ” and insert “ T rustees.”
16. „  page 5, line 1, omit “ Commissioner ” and insert “  T ru s t.”
17. „ page 5, line 3, omit “ Commissioner ”  and insert “ T ru s t.”
18. Clause 15, line 4, omit “ Commissioner ” and insert “  T ru s t.”
19. Before clause 16 insert head line (c Railways Auditor .”
20. Clause 16, line 14, omit “ Commissioner ” and insert 66 T ru s t.”
21. „ lines 16-17, omit “ Commissioner ” and insert “ T ru st.”
22. „ lines 21-2 , omit “ Commissioner ” and insert “ T ru s t.”
23. Clause 17, line 9, omit “ Second ” and insert “ T h ird .”
24. Clause 18, line 31, omit “  Commissioner ”  and insert “ T ru st.”
25. ,, line 36, om it “ Commissioner ” and insert “  T ru s t.”
26. ,, line 37, omit “ C om m issioner” and insert “  T ru s t.”
27. „ line 41, omit “ Com m issioner” and insert “ T ru s t.”
28. „  page 6, line 2, omit “ Com m issioner” and insert “ T rust.”
29. „ page 6, line 3, omit “ Commissioner ” and insert “ T ru st.”
30. „ page 6, line 7, omit “ C om m issioner” and insert “ T ru s t.”
31. Before clause 20 insert head line “ Railways Stores Suspense Account.”
32. Clause 20, lines 12—13, omit “ Com m issioner” and insert “ T ru st.”
33. ,, sub-clauses 2 and 3, transpose these sub-clauses.
34. „  line 22, omit “ Commissioner ” and insert “ T ru s t.”
35. „ line 34, omit “ C om m issioner” and insert “ T ru s t.”
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36. A fter clause 20 insert the following head line and new clauses :—

Rules Regulations and By-laws.

DD. (1) A ll rules regulations or by-law s made by the T ru st shall be published in the 
Government Gazette and shall be laid before both Houses of Parliam ent w ithin 
fourteen days after the m aking thereof if Parliam ent be then sitting, and if 
Parliam ent be not sitting  then  w ithin fourteen days after the commencement of 
the next session of Parliam ent.

(2) I f  an address be presented to the Governor by either House w ithin th e  next 
subsequent th irty  days praying th a t the whole or any part of any such rule regu
lation or by-law may be annulled the Governor in Council may thereupon by 
order published in the Government Gazette annul such rule regulation by-law or 
part.

(3) If  at any time w hen P arliam ent is not sitting any rule regulation or by-kiw is made 
by the T rust, then  a t any time within th irty  days after the publication thereof 
in the Government Gazette, the Governor in Council may by order published in 
the Government Gazette tem porarily suspend the operation of the whole or any 
part of any rule regulation or by-law  for any time not extending beyond six 
m onths from the date of such publication, but w ithout prejudice to the validity 
of any proceedings which have previously to such suspension been taken under 
the same or part thereof.

(4) A ny rule regulation or by-law  or part so annulled shall thereupon become void 
and of no effect, bu t w ithout prejudice to the validity of any proceedings which 
may in the meantime have been taken under the same ; and any rule regulation or 
by-law  so tem porarily suspended shall during the time of such suspension have 
no force or effect.

(5) I t  shall be the duty of the Secretary for R ailw ays to personally submit to the 
M inister a copy of the Government Gazette containing any rule regulation or by
law published pursuant to this section and to direct the M inister’s attention to 
such rule regulation or by-law w ithin one week after the same is so published.

E E . The rules regulations and by-laws w ith  regard to railw ays in force at the time of the 
commencement of this A ct w ith  regard to railw ays vested in the  Commissioners 
or to any officers or employes of the Commissioners, w hether w ithin the powers 
conferred upon the  authority  which made the same or in excess of them, shall be 
deemed to have been made under and pursuant to the provisions of this A ct, and 
shall be and continue to be in fu ll force and effect un til altered or repealed by 
rules regulations or by-laws made in pursuance of the Railways Acts.

37. Before clause 21 insert head line “ Miscellaneous.”
38. Clause 21, line 41, omit “  Com m issioner” and insert “ T ru st.”
39. „ lines 41-2, omit “ w hatever may be the am ount value or damages sought to be

recovered.”
40. „ lines 43-4 , omit “  a county court, unless otherwise ordered by the Supreme

Court or a Ju d g e  thereof ”  and insert “ any court of com petent jurisdiction.”
41. „ line 45, omit “ arb itration ”  and insert “ the decision of a police magistrate,

and on such reference he shall be guided by the real justice of the case
w ithout regard  to legal forms or decisions.”

42. Clause 22, line 2, omit “ Commissioner ”  and insert “  T rust.”
43. „  line 12, omit “ Com m issioner” and insert “ T rust.”
44. Clause 23, line 25, before “ A l l ” insert “ No rates taxes or assessments shall be made

calculated or charged upon any income of or upon any railw ay pier w harf 
je tty  station yard  building works or property vested in the T rust. Provided 
th a t.”

45. „ line 27, omit “ Commissioner ” and insert “ T ru s t.”
46. „ line 29, omit “  Commissioner ” and insert “ T ru st.”
47. A fter the F irs t Schedule insert new Schedule :—

SE C O N D  S C H E D U L E .
I  of do solemnly and sincerely promise and declare that

according to the  best of my skill and ability I  will faithfully im partially and truly 
execute the  office and perform the duties of R ailw ays Trustee.

48. In  the head line of the Second Schedule omit “  Second ” and insert “ T hird .”

The Honorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t the  Council do not insist on their amendments.
Debate ensued.
Question— put and negatived.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t the Council insist on their amendments for 

the following reasons :—

1. T h a t the amendments are in accordance w ith the unanimous report of the Railway Inquiry
Board.

2. T h a t such report was in accordance w ith  the evidence of a large number of expert and
commercial witnesses.



3. T h a t the  M inistry  after due consideration adopted the said report, and fram ed their Bill in
accordance therew ith , providing for—

(а)  A  Railw ay T ru st consisting of the  M inister and four others appointed by the 
G-overnor in  Council.

(б) A  G eneral M anager responsible to the  T ru st.
4. T h a t the  Council are of opinion th a t the  B ill so draw n w ill insure the m anagem ent of the

R ailw ays upon a sound commercial basis.
5. On the o ther hand  the  Legislative Council are strongly  of opinion th a t the  B ill as sent to the

Council w ill re su lt—
(a) I n  th e  country being unable to secure th e  services of a com petent man ;
(b) In  placing the  G eneral M anager under th e  full control of the  M inister for the 

tim e being, and
(c) In  re-establish ing the  system  of j political influence w hich in the  past has been so

fa ta l to the  successful w orking of th e  Railw ays.
D ebate ensued.
Q uestion— put and resolved in th e  affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t the  B ill be re turned  to th e  L egisla tive A ssem bly w ith  a M essage acquainting them 

th a t the  L eg isla tive Council insist on the ir am endm ents disagreed w ith  by the  L egislative Assembly 
for the  reasons above set forth .

15. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T h e P residen t announced th e  receipt of the following
M essage from  the  L eg isla tive A ssem bly:—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he L egislative A ssem bly re tu rn  to the  L egisla tive Council the B ill in titu led  “ An Act 
relating to Disease affecting Vegetation,” and acquaint the  L egislative Council th a t the  Legislative 
A ssem bly insist on disagreeing w ith  th e  am endm ents in such B ill insisted on by the Legislative 
Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egisla tive Assem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 18th F ebruary , 1896.
Ordered— T h a t th e  foregoing M essage be tak en  into consideration to-m orrow.

16. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T he P resid en t announced the receipt of the following
M essage from  the  L egisla tive A ssem bly:—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he L egisla tive A ssem bly re tu rn  to the  L egisla tive Council the  B ill in titu led  “  A n  A ct to 
suppress Betting in Streets and fo r  other purposes,” and acquaint the  L egisla tive Council th a t the 
Legislative A ssem bly insist on their am endm ent in th is B ill w ith  w hich the Legislative Council 
have disagreed.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egisla tive A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 18th February , 1896.
O rdered— T h a t th e  foregoing M essage be tak en  into consideration to-m orrow.

17. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the  following Orders
of the D ay be postponed un til to-morrow :—

Factories and Shops A c t  1890 Amendment B ill— Consideration o f  Report.
Seed B ill— Second reading.
Sugar Beet B il l— Message from  Legislative Assembly— To be taken into consideration.
Advances to Municipalities ( Wire N etting ) B ill— Second reading.
Post Office A ct 1890 Amendment B i l l— Second reading.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
Local Government (.Municipal Elections') B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
L a n d  Acts Amendment B il l— Second reading.

A nd then  the  Council, a t fifty-tw o m inutes past ten  o’clock, adjourned un til to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 57.

WEDNESDAY, 19t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
General Business.

Or d e r  of t h e  D ay :—
1. L and A cts A m endm ent  B il l— Second reading.

Government Business.
O rders  of t h e  D ay  :—

1. V eg eta tio n  D ise a se s  B il l — M essag e  from  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly— T o be taken into con
sideration.

2. S treet  B ett in g  S u ppr e ssio n  B il l— M essag e  from  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssembly— T o be taken
into consideration.

3. S ugar  B eet  B il l— M essage  from L eg isl a t iv e  A ssem bly— T o be taken into consideration.
4. S e e d  B il l— S econd reading.
5. F actories a n d  S h o ps A ct 1890 A mendment B il l— Consideration of Report.
6. R a ilw ay  L oan A ppl ic a t io n  B ill— S econd reading.
7. A dva nces  to M u n ic ip a l it ie s  (W ir e  N e tt in g ) B il l — S econd reading.
8. P ost O ffic e  A ct 1890 A mendm ent  B il l— S econd reading.
9. F e d er a tio n  of A u st r a l a sia  R e pr e se n t a t iv e s  B ill— S econd reading.

10. T reasury  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B il l— S econd reading— Resumption o f  debate.
11. L ocal G overnm ent (M u n ic ipa l  E lec tio ns) B il l — To be fu rther considered in Committee.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 14t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
Notices of Motion and Orders of the  D ay. No. 57.
Factories and Shops B ill— [1]. (T o M embers of Council only.)
R ailw ay Loan A pplication B ill— [2 5 ] . (T o  M embers of Council only.)
Federal R epresentatives B ill— [124]. (T o  M embers of Council only.)
Seed A dvances B ill— [125]. (T o  Members of Council only.)
Federation of A ustralasia E nabling  Bill.— Copy o f Standing Order No. 273 of Legislative Assem bly, &c.

(T o M embers of Council only.)
Factories and Shops A ct 1890 Am endm ent B ill—

A m endm ents to be proposed by the H on. H . C uthbert. (To Members of Council only.)
N ew  sub-clause. (To M embers of Council only.)

V otes and Proceedings of the  Legislative Assem bly. = Nos. 107, 108, 109, and 110. 
N otices of M otion and Orders of th e  D ay. No. 111.
Divisions in Committee of the W'hole. No. 27.
W idth  of T ires B ill— [9 ] . (To M embers only.)
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No. 58.

MINDIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

LEG ISLA TIV E COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 19t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.

1. T he Council m et in accordance w ith  adjournm ent.

2. T he P resident took the C hair. -

3. T he P residen t read the P rayer.

4. P e t it io n .-—The Honorable Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T. Sargood presented a Petition  from certain laundry
proprietors of M elbourne, praying th a t  all charitable institutions which compete w ith them  in the 
open m arket m ight be placed on th e  same footing under the Factories A cts as the petitioners. 

Ordered to lie on the T able, and to be referred to the Committee o f the whole on the Factories and 
Shops A ct 1890 Am endm ent B ill.

5. M essage  from  th e  L eg islative  A ssem bly .— T he President announced the receipt of the following
M essage from the  Legislative Assem bly :—

M r. P r e sid e n t —
T he L egislative A ssem bly return  to th e  Legislative Council the Bill in titu led  “ A n A ct to 

regulate the Weights to be carried on certain Vehicles and fo r  other purposes,” and acquaint the L egis
lative Council th a t the  Legislative A ssem bly have agreed to the same w ith  amendments, w ith which
they  desire the  concurrence of the Legislative Council. G R A H A M  B E R R Y

L egislative A ssem bly, Speaker.
M elbourne, 19th February , 1896.

Ordered— T h a t the foregoing M essage be taken  into consideration this day.

6. D ischarge  of Or d e r  of t h e  D a y .— On the motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert the following
Order of the D ay w as read and discharged :—

Factories and. Shops A ct 1890 Amendment jBill-^Consideration o f  Report.
(200 cop ies .)



7. F acto ries  and  S h ops A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l .-—T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat
th is B ill be recom m itted to a Committee of the whole for reconsideration.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
A nd, on the further motion of the H onorable H. Cuthbert, the P resident left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
T he President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Committee had gone 

through the Bill, and agreed to the same w ith  amendments.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the R eport from the Committee of the whole be 

taken  into consideration th is day.
Question— put and resolved in  the affirmative.
On the motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the R eport from the Committee of 

the  whole on th is Bill.
A nd, on the fu rther motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert, the  B ill was read a third time and passed. 
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  following be the title  of the B i l l : — 

u A n  Act to amend the ‘ Factories and Shops A ct 1890 ’ and fo r  other purposes”
Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
Ordered— T h a t the B ill be returned to the  L egislative A ssem bly w ith  a M essage acquainting them 

th a t the Legislative Council have agreed to the same w ith  amendments, and requesting their 
concurrence therein.

8. M essag-e from th e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— T he P residen t announced the receipt of the following
M essage from the Legislative A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e s id e n t —
T he Legislative A ssem bly acquaint the L egislative Council th a t they  desire a F ree Confer

ence on the  subject-m atter of the am endm ents made and insisted on by the Legislative Council in 
the Bill intitu led  “ A n  Act to further amend the Law  relating to the Victorian Railways f  and th a t they 
have appointed nine M em bers of the Legislative Assem bly to be M anagers of the  said Conference.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 19th February , 1896.

O rdered— T h at the foregoing M essage be taken  into consideration to-morrow.

9. P ostpo nem ent  of O rders  of t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the  following Orders
of the D ay be postponed u n til  to-m orrow :—

L and  Acts Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Vegetation Diseases B il l— Message from  Legislative Assembly— To be taken into consideration. 
Street Betting Suppression B ill— Message fro m  Legislative Assembly— To be taken into con

sideration.
Sugar Beet B ill— Message fro m  Legislative Assembly— To be taken into consideration.
Seed B ill— Second reading.
Railway Loan Application B il l— Second reading.
Advances to M unicipalities (W ire Netting) B ill— Second reading.
Post Ofice A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Federation o f  Australasia Representatives B ill— Second reading.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
Local Government (M unicipal Elections) B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Width o f  Tires B ill— Message from Legislative Assembly— To be taken into consideration.

A nd then  the Council, at eleven o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 58.

THURSDAY, 2 0 t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
Questions.

1. T he Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T . S argood : To ask  the H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral—
1. W hat is the total am ount of the  advances made from time to time to m unicipalities • for the

purchase of w ire netting .
2. W hat is the to ta l am ount repaid of such advances.
3. W hat is the  to ta l am ount, including in te rest thereon, now ow ing on such advances.

2. T he Hon. L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . S argood : To ask the H onorable the  M inister of Defence—
1. I f  the w orks m entioned in the  Schedule to the R ailw ay Loan A pplication  B ill now before th is

House, w hich w ill cost more th an  £20,000, have been referred to the  Parliam entary  S tanding  
Committee on R ailw ays as provided for in sections 12 and 13 of the Railways Standing Com
mittee A ct 1890.

2. I f  not, w ill the M inister o f D efence inform th is H ouse w hy the  provisions of the  R ailw ays
Standing Com m ittee A ct have not been carried out by the  Governm ent.

Government Business.
Orders  of t h e  D ay  :—

1. R ailw ays  B il l— M essag e  from  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly  d e sir in g  F re e  C onference— T o
be taken  into consideration.

2. W id t h  of T ir e s  B ill— M essage  from  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly— T o be taken into consideration.
3. V egetatio n  D ise a se s  B il l— M essag e  from  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly— To be taken into con

sideration.
4. S treet  B e tting  S u ppr e ssio n  B il l— M essag e  from  L eg isl a t iv e  A ssembly— T o be taken

into consideration.
5. S u g a r  B e e t  B i l l — M e ssa g e  fro m  L e g i s la t iv e  A sse m b ly — To be taken into consideration.
6. S eed  B il l— Second reading.
7. R ailw ay  L oan A ppl ic a t io n  B ill— S econd reading.
8. A dv a nces  to M u n ic ip a l it ie s  (W ir e  N e tt in g ) B il l — Second reading.
9. P ost O ffic e  A ct 1890 A m endm ent B ill— S econd reading.

10. F e d e r a t io n  o f  A u s t r a l a s i a  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  B i l l — Second reading.
11. T reasury  D e po sit s  I n t e r e st  B ill— S econd reading— Resumption o f debate.
12. L ocal G overnm ent  (M u n ic ip a l  E lec tio ns) B il l —To be further considered in Committee.

'General Business.
Or d e r  of t h e  D ay :—

1. L and  A cts A m end m ent  B il l— S econd reading.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.
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No. 59.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 2 0 t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.

1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the P rayer.

4. P apers.— The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of an A ct of Parliam ent, were laid upon the
Table by the C lerk ;—

Defences and Discipline A ct 1890—
Victorian M ilitary Forces.—A lteration of Dress Regulations (X . Arm y Service Corps, &c.). 
Victorian N aval and M ilitary Forces.—A lteration of Financial and Store Regulations 

(P arts  I I .  and V II.) .

5. Message from th e  L eg islative  A ssembly.— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative^ Assembly :—

M r . P r e s id e n t —
The Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Bill intituled “ A n  Act to 

enable Victoria to take part in the framing acceptance and enactment o f a Federal Constitution fo r  
Australasia ,” w ith  which they desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B ER R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 20th February, 1896.

6. F e d e r a t io n  o f  A u s t r a la s ia  E n a b lin g  B i l l  ( N o . 2).— The Honorable H. C uthbert moved, T hat
the Bill transm itted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ A n  Act to enable Victoria to take part in the 
framing acceptance and enactment o f  a Federal Constitution for Australasia,” be now read a first 
time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time this day.

7. Railways B il l .— T he Order of the  D ay for the consideration of the Message from the Legislative
Assembly desiring a F ree Conference on the subject-m atter of the amendments made and insisted 
on by the Council in this Bill having been read—

The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the desire of the Legislative Assembly for a Free 
Conference on the Bill intituled “ A n  A c t to further amend the Law  relating to the Victorian 
Railways ” be complied w ith, and th a t the following Members be appointed Managers of the 
Conference:— The Honorables J .  H . A bbott, J .  Bell, E . J .  Crooke, N . FitzG erald, D. Ham, 
Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T . Sargood, J .  Service, N . Thornley, and J .  A. Wallace.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat the Conference meet in the South Library this day at half

past seven o’clock.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at a Message be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have appointed nine Members to confer with a like number of Members of the 
Legislative Assembly on the B ill intituled “ A n A ct to further amend the Law relating to the Vic
torian Railways,” and have appointed the South Library as the place of meeting and half-past Seven 
o’clock th is day as the time of meeting of such Conference.



D isagreed w ith ' 
by Assem bly 
and insisted on 
by Council.

Disagreement 
insisted on by 
Assembly.

8. W i d t h  o f  T i r e s  B i l l .— T he Order of the Day for th e  consideration of the amendments made by the
Legislative A ssem bly in th is B ill having been read— the said amendments were read, and are as 
follow :—

1. Clause 1, line 5, om it “ 1895 ” and insert “ 1896.”
2. C lause 4, line 8, omit “ four ”  and insert “ five.”
3. C lause 9, omit th is clause.

On the motion of the H onorable W . M cCulloch the Council agreed to amendments 1 and 2.
T he  H onorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t the  Council agree to amendment 3.
D ebate ensued.
Question— put and negatived.
Ordered— T hat the  Bill be returned to the Legislative Assem bly w ith  a M essage acquainting them 

th a t the L egisla tive Council have agreed to some of the amendments made by the Legislative 
A ssem bly in this B ill, and have disagreed w ith one of the  said amendments.

9. V e g e t a t i o n  D i s e a s e s  B i l l .— T he O rder of the  D ay for the consideration of the amendments made
by the L egislative Council in th is B ill w ith  w hich the L egisla tive Assem bly have insisted on 
disagreeing haying been read— the said am endm ents were read, and are as follow :—

Amendments made by the Legislative Council. How dealt with.

1. Clause 8, line 30, omit “ eradicate all ” and insert “ tak e )
reasonable means for the eradication of.”

2. „ same line, omit “ from .”
3. „ same line, omit “ a l l ” after “ d estro y ” and

insert “ the .”
4. Clause 9, line 39, omit “ eradicate a ll ” and insert “ take

reasonable means for the eradication of.”
5. „  same line, omit “ destroy a l l” and insert “ the

destruction of.”
6. „ page 4, line 1, om it “ eradicate all ” and

insert “ take  reasonable means for the 
eradication of.”

7. „  same page, line 2, omit “ to destroy a l l” and
insert “ the destruction of.”

T he H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t the Council do not now insist on their amendments.
D ebate ensued:
Question— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t a M essage be transm itted  to the Legislative A ssem bly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council do not now insist on their am endm ents in this B ill w ith  which the Legislative 
A ssem bly have insisted on disagreeing.

10. S t r e e t  B e t t i n g  S u p p r e s s i o n  B i l l .— T he O rder of the D ay for the consideration of the amend
m ent made and-insisted  on by the  Legislative A ssem bly in this B ill and disagreed with by the 
Legislative Council having been read— the said am endm ent w as read, and is as follows:—

Amendment made by the Legislative Assembly. How dealt with.
f Disagreed w ith by

Clause 5, line 25, after “  houses ” insert “ and all race-courses registered | Council and insisted 
by the V ictoria R acing  C lub.” ^  on by Assembly.

T he  H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  Council do not now disagree w ith the said amendment. 
D ebate ensued.
T h e  H onorable L ieut.-C ol. Sir F . T . Sargood moved, as an amendment, T h a t the words “ a l l ” and 

“ registered by the V ictoria Racing Club ” be om itted from  the said amendment.
D ebate ensued.
Q uestion— T h a t the words proposed to be om itted be so om itted— put and resolved in the affirmative. 
Question— T h at the Council do not now disagree w ith the said amendment, bu t agree to the same 

w ith  the omission of the  words “ all ” and “ registered by the V ictoria R acing Club ” put and 
resolved in the affirmative.

Ordered— T h a t the B ill be returned to the L eg isla tive A ssem bly w ith  a M essage acquainting them 
th a t the Legislative Council do not in sist on disagreeing w ith the am endm ent made by the Legisla
tive A ssem bly in th is B ill, bu t have agreed to the same w ith  amendm ents, w ith which they 
desire the  concurrence of the  L egisla tive A ssem bly.

11. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T he Presiden t announced the receipt of the following
M essage from the L egisla tive A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he L egislative A ssem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ An Act to
authorize the Exchange o f  certain L and  in the parish o f  Nunawading between the B o a r d  o f Land an 
Works the Nunawading Shire Council and the Education Department and fo r  other purposes, wi 
w hich they  desire the concurrence of the L eg isla tive Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 20th February , 1896.



12. N u n a w a d i n g  L a n d s  E x c h a n g e  B i l l .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Bill
transm itted by the foregoing Message, intituled “ A n  Act to authorize the Exchange o f  certain Land  
in the parish o f  Nunawading between the Board o f  L and  and Works the Nunawading Shire Council and  
the Education Department and fo r  other purposes,” be now read a first time.

Question pu t and resolved in the affirmative. B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read a 
second time to-morrow.

13. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .—  The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a B ill intituled “ A n Act to 
revoke the Permanent Reservation o f certain Crown Land in the parish o f B o o r t with which they 
desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 20th February, 1896.

14. B o o r t  L a n d  B i l l .— The Honorable D. Coutts moved, T h a t the B ill transm itted by the foregoing
Message, intituled “ A n  Act to revoke the Permanent Reservation o f  certain Crown L and in the parish  
o f Boort / ’ be now read a first time.

Question put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time to-morrow.

15. R a i l w a y s  B i l l — C o n f e r e n c e .— The M anagers then w ent to the Conference, and being returned__

16. S e s s i o n a l  O r d e r  S u s p e n d e d .— T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Sessional Order
appointing half-past Four o’clock as the hour o f m eeting on Fridays be suspended, and th a t the 
Council do meet to-morrow a t half-past T en  o’clock.

Q uestion—put and resolved in the affirmative.

17. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Orders
of the D ay be postponed until to-morrow: —

Sugar Beet B ill— Message from  Legislative Assembly— To be taken into consideration.
Seed B ill— Second reading.
Railway Loan Application B ill— Second reading.
Advances to Municipalities ( Wire Netting) B ill— Second reading.
Post Office Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Federation o f  Australasia Representatives B ill— Second reading.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
Local Government ( Municipal Elections) B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Land Acts Amendment B ill— Second reading.
Federation o f  Australasia Enabling B ill (No. 2)— Second reading.

And then the Council, at eighteen minutes past eleven o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

->o. 59.

FRIDAY, 2 1 s t  FEBRUARY, 1896.
Government Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. S ugar  B e et  B ill— M essag e  from  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly— T o be taken into consideration.
2 .  S e e d  B i l l — Second reading.
3. A dv a n c es  to M u n ic ip a l it ie s  (W ir e  N e tt in g )  B il l — Second reading.
4. P ost Of fic e  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l— S econd reading.
5. F e d e r a t io n  of A u st r a l a sia  E n a b l in g  B ill  ( N o . 2 )— Second reading.
6. N un  a  w a d in g  L ands E xc h a n g e  B il l — S econd reading.
7. B o o r t  L a n d  B i l l — Second reading.
8. R a ilw a y  L oan  A ppl ic a t io n  B il l— S econd reading.
9. F ed e r a t io n  of A u st r a l a sia  R e p r e se n t a t iv e s  B ill— S econd reading.

10. T r e a s u r y  D e p o s i t s  I n t e r e s t  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
11. L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  (M u n ic ip a l E l e c t i o n s )  B i l l — To be fu rther considered in Committee.

General Business.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y i :—

1. L and  A cts A m end m ent  B il l— S econd reading.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.
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No. 60.

MINDIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
G F T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

FRIDAY, 2 1 s t  FEBRUARY, 1896.

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. R ailw ays B ill— Conference .— T he M anagers again proceeded to tthe Conference, and being returned,
the Honorable Lieut.~Col. Sir F . T . Sargood reported, on behalf of the M anagers for the Legislative 
Council, tha t they had met the M anagers for the Legislative Assembly on the subject-m atter of the 
amendments made and insisted on by the Legislative Council in the B ill intituled “ A n  A ct to further  
amend the Law relating to the Victorian Railways,”  and w ith which the Legislative Assembly had 
disagreed, and tha t, after discussion, the following resolutions had been agreed to :—

1 . T h a t there shall be a G eneral Manager, to be called a Commissioner, and th a t the 
Government are to have unlimited powers as to his selection.

2. Clause 13 of the Bill to be struck out.
3. A n Advisory Board to be formed, th a t is, a t least once in each month the Commissioner 

shall call together the following officers :— The Engineer-in-Chief, the Secretary for Railways, 
the Chief M echanical Engineer, the Engineer for E xisting  Lines, and the Traffic M anager for the 
purpose of consultation, three to form a quorum, to discuss all m atters brought forward by the 
Commissioner or by any of the officers present, records to be kept of all their meetings.

5. M essage from the  L eg islative  A ssembly.— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assem bly :—

Mr . P resid en t—
The Legislative Assembly return to the Legislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n  Act to 

regulate the Weights to be carried on certain Vehicles and fo r  other purposes” and acquaint the Legis
lative Council th a t the Legislative Assembly do not insist on their amendment in th is Bill w ith 
which the Legislative Council have disagreed.

G R A H A M  B ER R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 21st February, 1896.

6 . P ostponement of Orders of th e  D ay .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Orders of
the Day be postponed un til Tuesday n e x t :—

Sugar Beet B ill— Message fro m  Legislative Assembly— To be taken into consideration.
Seed B ill— Second reading.
Advances to Municipalities (W ire Netting) B ill— Second reading.
Post Office Act 1890 Amendment B ill—Second reading.
Federation o f Australasia Enabling B ill (N o. 2 )—Second reading.
Nunawading Lands Exchange B ill— Second reading.
Boort L and B ill— Second reading.
Railway Loan Application B ill— Second reading.
Federation o f  Australasia Representatives B ill— Second reading.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill•—Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
Local Government (.Municipal Elections) B ill— To be further considered in Committee.
Land Acts Amendment B ill— Second reading.

And then the Council, at five minutes past twelve o’clock in the afternoon, adjourned until Tuesday next.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No." 60.

TUESDAY, 25t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
Government Business.

O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. S ugar  B e et  B il l— M essag e  from L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly— T o be taken into consideration.
2 .  S e e d  B i l l — Second reading.
3. A dv a nces  to M u n ic ip a l it ie s  (W ir e  N e tt in g ) B il l — S econd reading.
4. P ost Offic e  A ct 1890 A mendm ent  B il l — S econd reading.
5. F ed e r a t io n  of A u st r a l a sia  E n a b l in g  B il l  ( N o . 2 )— Second reading.
6. N u n a w a d in g  L ands E xc h a n g e  B il l — S econd reading.
7. B oort L a n d  B il l — S econd reading.
8. B ailw ay  L oan A p pl ic a t io n  B ill— S econd reading.
9. F e d e r a t io n  of A u st r a l a sia  R e pr e se n t a t iv e s  B ill— S econd reading.

10. T r e a s u r y  D e p o s i t s  I n t e r e s t  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
11. L ocal G o vernm ent  (M u n ic ipa l  E lec tio ns) B il l — To be further considered in Committee.

General Business.
O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y i :—

1. L a n d  A c t s  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Second reading.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.
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No. 61.

MINDIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 25t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
1 . The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2 . The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. M essage from H is E xcellency  the  G overnor.— The following Message from His Excellency
the Governor was presented by the Honorable H . Cuthbert, and the same was read by the Honorable 
the P re s id e n t:—

B R A S S E Y ,
Governor.

Message No. 15.
The Governor informs the Legislative Council th a t he has, on this day, at the Government 

House, given the Royal A ssent to the undermentioned Acts of the present Session, presented to 
him by the Clerk of the Parliam ents, viz. :—

A n  Act to amend the Law relating to Trusts and Trustees.”
“ A n  A ct fo r  codifying the Law relating to the Sale o f Goods.”
“ A n  A ct to further amend the 6 Instruments Act 1890. ’ ”
“ A n  A ct relating to the assignment or transfer o f Booh Debts.”
“ A n  A  ct relating to the Making and Levying o f Bates within an Urban District under the ‘ Water

Act 1890 ’ and fo r  the abolition o f Fees fo r  Summonses to recover Rates and Charges under the
said A c t.”

“ A n  A c t to further amend the * Marine Act 1890. ’ ”
“ A n  Act to rectify the Boundaries o f  the Gippsland West and Mornington Electoral Districts and 

certain Divisions thereof.”
“ A n  Act relating to Mallee Lands.”

Governm ent House,
Melbourne, 2 0 th February, 1896.

5. P e t i t io n s .—The Honorable D. M elville presented a Petition  from the Mayor and Councillors of the
Town of N orthcote, praying th a t the  Council would oppose the proposed expenditure by the 
Government of £110,000 on the reconstruction of the Flinders-street Railway Station.

Petitions were presented by the Honorable D. Melville, praying th a t the Council would oppose the 
proposed expenditure by the Government of £110,000 on the reconstruction of the Flinders-street 
Railw ay Station, and would lay aside the Railway Loan Application Bill—

From  the  President, Councillors, and Ratepayers of the Shire of Preston.
From  the President, Councillors, and Ratepayers of the Shire of Heidelberg.

Severally ordered to lie on the Table, and to be referred to the Committee of the whole on the Railway 
Loan Application Bill.

6 . M e ssa g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A sse m b ly .— The President announced the receipt of the following
Message from the Legislative Assembly :—

Mr. P r e s id e n t —
T he Legislative Assembly transm it to the Legislative Council a Message from His Excellency 

the Governor recommending an amendment in the Bill intituled “ A n  A ct relating to Disease affecting 
Vegetation,” and acquaint the Legislative Council th a t the Legislative Assembly have agreed to 
the said amendment recommended by H is Excellency the Governor in this Bill, w ith which they 
desire the concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assembly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 25th February, 1896.



B R A S S E Y ,
Governor, Message.

P u rsu an t to the  provisions of section 36 o f The Constitution Act, the  G-overnor transm its to 
the Legislative A ssem bly, for th e ir consideration, th e  following am endm ent w hich he desires to be 
made in the  B ill in titu led  “ A n  A ct relating to Disease affecting Vegetation” :—

In  clause 13, page 5, fifth line of parag raph  (e), om it first w ord “ and,” substitu te  “ of 
m eetings of and the .”

G overnm ent Offices,
M elbourne, 24 th  F eb ruary , 1896.

O n the motion of the  H onorable I I . C u thbert th e  Council agreed to the  am endm ent recommended by 
H is Excellency the G overnor, and ordered a M essage to be transm itted  to the Legislative Assem bly 
acquain ting  them  therew ith .

7 . S u g a r  B e e t  B il l .— T he O rder of th e  D ay for the  consideration of the  am endm ents made by the 
Legislative Council in th is B ill, disagreed w ith  by the  Legislative A ssem bly or agreed to w ith 
am endm ents, having been read— the said am endm ents w ere read, and are as fo llow :—

Amendments made by the Legislative Council.
How dealt with by the 

Legislative Assembly.

1 . C lause@4, line 44, omit “ such period as he may determ ine*’ and insert
“ a period of five years from  the date of the factory 
commencing to m anufacture beet sugar.*’

2. Clause 17, omit th is  clause and insert new  clause :—
A. T h e  am ount advanced to "any com pany together w ith  in terest 

thereon  a t th e  rate of F our pounds per centum  per annum  
shall be repaid by such company to the  T reasurer by means 
of fo rty -six  half-yearly  repaym ents. Provided

(a) T h a t the first of such repaym ents shall be made two
years from the  date of th e  paym ent by the  T reasurer 
of the first instalm ent of such advance ; and

(b) T h a t such fo rty-six  half-yearly  repaym ents shall a ll be
of equal am ount except th e  last.

(c) A nd fu rth er provided th a t the ac tual in terest accruing
from tim e to tim e upon the  advances m ade prior to  the 
date of the  commencement of such half-yearly  repay
m ents shall be determ ined by th e  T reasurer and shall 
be paid by the com pany half-yearly .

3 . Clause 24, lines 38 and 39, om it “ such fund ’* and insert “ a separate
reserve fund account provided nevertheless th a t.”

4. Clause 38, lines 2 1 -2 , omit “ as are necessary to give effect thereto*’ '
and in sert “  for a ll or any  of the following purposes

(а ) G enerally  for carry ing  into effect the  provisions of this 
A ct.

( б ) F o r defining the conditions under w hich the  owners or

A greed to w ith the 
follow ing amend
m ent :— Omit 
“ five *’ and insert 
“ three.*’

Disagreed w ith.

A greed  to w ith  the 
following amend-jc ur uenjumg luo uuuuinuua uuuci v» i -------—o

occupiers of land who shall have entered  into bonds for m e n t O m i t  sub-
the  grow th of sugar beet under section three of th is 
A ct shall be entitled  to claim  and shall be paid such 
bonuses for the  g row th  of the  sugar beet Parliam ent 
m ay from tim e to tim e authorize.”

clause (b).

T he H onorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t the Council agree to the  am endm ent m ade by the  L eg is
lative A ssem bly in am endm ent 1.

D ebate ensued.
Q uestion— put and resolved in  the affirmative.
T he H onorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t the  Council do not in sis t on am endm ent 2.
D ebate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
T h e  H onorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t th e  Council do not insist on am endm ent 3.
D ebate  ensued.
Q uestion— put and negatived. _
T he  H onorable W . M cC ulloch moved, T h a t the  Council agree to the  am endm ent made by the L egis

la tive  A ssem bly in am endm ent 4.
D ebate  ensued.
Q uestion— put and resolved in the  affirm ative. . .
O rdered— T h a t th e  B ill be re tu rned  to  th e  L eg isla tive  A ssem bly w ith  a M essage acquainting 

them  th a t the  L egislative Council have agreed to the  am endm ents made by the  L egisla tive  ̂ ssem y 
on certain  am endm ents of the L eg isla tive  Council, th a t they  do not insist on one of t  eir amen 
m ents, and th a t they  do insist on another of th e  said am endm ents disagreed w ith  by t e egis a  iv 
A ssem bly.
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8. S e e d  B i l l .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of th is B ill having been read— the Honorable
D. Coutts moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
The Honorable D . C outts moved, T h a t th is B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the fu rther motion of the H onorable D. Coutts, the P resident left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
T he President resumed the Chair 5 and the H onorable F . B row n having reported th a t the Committee 

had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same w ithout amendment, the Council ordered the 
R eport to be taken  into consideration this day.

On the motion of the H onorable D. C outts 'the  Council, after debate, adopted the Report from the 
Committee of the whole on this Bill.

The Honorable D. Coutts moved, T h a t this B ill be now read a third time,
D ebate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read  a third time.
The Honorable D. Coutts moved, T h a t this B ill do pass.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable D. Coutts moved, T h a t the following be the title  of the  Bill

“ A n  Act to enable Seed to be advanced on certain terms to Cultivators o f  L and .”
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at a M essage be transm itted  to the Legislative Assem bly acquainting them  th a t the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.

9 . A d v a n c e s  t o  M u n ic ip a l it ie s  (W ir e  N e t t in g ) B il l .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading
of this B ill having been read— the H onorable H. C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now read a 
second time.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
T he Honorable H. C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question-^-put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the  Honorable H . Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itse lf into Committee.
T he P resident resumed the C h a ir ; and the  Honorable F . Brown having reported th a t the Committee 

had gone through the B ill and agreed to the same w ithout amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert the  Council adopted the R eport from the Committee of 
. the whole on th is  Bill.

The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now read a th ird  time.
Debate ensued.

. Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a third time.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this Bill do pass.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  following be the title  of the Bill

“ A n  A c t to authorize Advances to Municipalities fo r  the purchase o f  Wire Netting.”
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative,
Ordered— T h at a M essage be transm itted  to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them  th a t the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.

10. N u n  a  w a d in g  L a n d s E x c h a n g e  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the  second reading of th is B ill
having been read— the H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now read a second time. 

Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now committed to a Committee of the  whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
And, on the further motion of th e  H onorable H . C uthbert, the P resident left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
T he President resumed the Chair ; and th e  Honorable F . Brown having reported tha t the Committee 

had gone through the B ill and agreed to the same w ithout amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken  into consideration th is day.

On the motion of th e  Honorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the R eport from the Committee of 
the whole on th is B ill.

And, on the fu rth er m otion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, the  B ill was read a th ird  time and passed. 
The Honorable I I .  C uthbert moved, T h a t the following be the title  of the Bill :—

“ A n  Act to authorize the Exchange o f  certain L and in the Parish o f  Nunawading between the 
Board o f  L and  and Worlcs the Nunawading Shire Council and the Education Department and 
fo r  other purposes.”

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—-That a M essage be transm itted to the Legislative Assem bly acquainting them th a t the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.

11. B o o r t  L a n d  B i l l .— T he Order of the Day for the second reading of this B ill having been read
the H onorable D. Coutts moved, T h a t this Bill be now read a second time.

D ebate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
T he Honorable D. Coutts moved, T h a t th is Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
A nd, on the further motion of the Honorable D. Coutts, the P resident left the Chair, and th e  

Council resolved itse lf into C om m ittee........



T he P residen t resumed the C hair ; and the H onorable F . Brow n having reported th a t the  Committee 
had gone th rough the B ill and agreed to the same w ithout am endm ent, the  Council ordered the 
R eport to be taken  into consideration th is day.

On the motion of the H onorable D. C outts the  Council adopted the  R eport from the Committee of the 
whole on th is  Bill.

And, on the fu rther m otion of the H onorable D. C outts, the B ill w as read a th ird  time and passed.
T h e  H onorable D. C outts moved, T h a t the  following be the  title  of the B ill :—

“ A n  A ct to revoke the Permanent Reservation o f  certain Crown L and  in the parish o f  B&ortP
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
O rdered—T h a t a M essage be transm itted  to the Legislative Assem bly acquainting them  th a t the 

L egislative Council have agreed to the B ill w ithou t am endm ent.

12. P ost O ffic e  A ct 1890 A m end m ent  B il l .— T he Order of the  D ay for the  second reading of this Bill
having been read— the H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now read  a second time. 

D ebate ensued.
Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
T h e  H onorable PI. C uthbert moved, T h a t th is B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Q uestion— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
A nd, on th e  further m otion o f the H onorable H . C uthbert, the  P resid en t le ft the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itse lf into Committee.
T he P residen t resum ed the C hair; and th e  Honorable F . B row n reported th a t the  Committee had 

m ade progress in the  B ill, and th a t he w as directed to move, T h a t the  Com m ittee may have leave 
to sit again.

Resolved— T h a t the  Council w ill, to-morrow, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

13. M essag e  from  t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— T he P residen t announced th e  receipt o f the following
M essage from the Legislative A ssem bly :—

M e . P r e sid e n t —
T he Legislative A ssem bly re tu rn  to the  Legislative Council the  B ill in titu led  “ A n  Act to 

fu rth er  amend the Law  relating to the Victorian Railways ”  and acquain t the Legislative Council that 
the  L egislative A ssem bly insist on disagreeing w ith  some of the  am endm ents in this B ill insisted 
on by the Legislative Council, th a t they  do not insist on disagreeing w ith  the omission of clause 13, 
th a t they  insist on disagreeing w ith  proposed new clauses A  to CC inclusive, bu t have inserted a 
new  clause (A A A ) in  place thereof, and have made certain  consequential amendments, w ith which 
th ey  desire th e  concurrence of the  L egisla tive Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egisla tive  A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 2o th  F ebruary , 1896.
O rdered— T h a t the foregoing M essage be taken  into consideration to-morrow.

14. P ostponem ent  of Or d e r  of t h e  D ay .— Ordered, T h a t the consideration of the following Order
of th e  D ay be postponed u n til to-m orrow  :—

Federation o f  Australasia Enabling B ill  {No. 2 )— Second reading.

15. R a il w a y  L oan  A ppl ic a t io n  B il l .— T he O rder of th e  D ay for the second reading of this Bill
having  been read— the  Plonorable W . M cC ulloch moved, T h a t th is .Bill be now read a second 
time.

T h e  H onorable L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t the debate be now adjourned.
Q uestion— T h a t the debate be now adjourned— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t the  debate be adjourned un til to-m orrow.

16. D isch arg e  of O rd er s  of t h e  D a y .— On the m otion of the H onorable H . C uthbert the following
O rders of the D ay were read and discharged :—

Federation o f  Australasia Representatives B ill-—Second reading.
Treasury Deposits Interest B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
Local Government {M unicipal E lections) B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

O rdered— T h a t the  said B ills be w ithdraw n.

17. P o stpo nem ent  of Or d e r  of th e  D a y .— O rdered, T h a t the consideration of the following Order of the
D ay be postponed u n til to-m orrow  :—

L and  Acts Amendment B ill— Second reading.

A nd  then  the Council, a t fo rty-three m inutes past ten o’clock, adjourned un til to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 61.

WEDNESDAY, 2 6 t h  FEBRUARY, 1 8 9 6 .

Questions.
1 . T he H on. J .  S ervice  : To ask  the Honorable the M inister of Defence w hether, in accordance w ith

promise, convenience for discharging goods a t O uttrim  N orth  has been furnished ; if not, is it the 
intention to proceed w ith  the w ork and, if so, when.

2. T he Hon. G. G o dfrey  : To ask the H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral w hether his attention has been
called to a statem ent in the Argus and Age th a t the Commissioner of T axes, in view  of the decision 
of the Supreme Court exem pting legacies and share of corpus of an estate from Incom e T ax ,
intends to require “ G ifts ” to be included in the returns of taxpayers ; and, if so, w ill he explain
the difference between a legacy from a deceased person and a g ift from a living person.

3 The H on. Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T . S arg-ood : To ask the H onorable the M inister of Defence—
1 . W hat is the  entire length  of the  M affra to Briagolong R ailw ay.
2. W hat is the  length  of the railw ay betw een the A von R iver and the term inus of the line.
3. W hat has been the  loss upon the line in each year since its opening.
4. W hat w ill be the  to ta l cost of the proposed bridge.
5. W hat is the tonnage expected to be accommodated by such bridge.
6 . H ow  m any trains per day w ill pass over the said bridge.

General Business,
Or d e r  of t h e  D ayi:—

1. L and  A cts A m endm ent  B il l — S econd reading.

Government Business.
O rders of t h e  D ay  :—

1. R ailw a y s  B il l — M essag e  from  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— T o be taken into consideration.
2. F ed e r a t io n  of A u st r a l a sia  E na blin g  B ill  (N o. 2)— Second reading.
3. P ost Offic e  A ct 1890 A mendment B il l— To be further considered in Committee.
4. R ailw ay  L oan A ppl ic a t io n  B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f debate.

G E O R G E  H. J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.
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OF TH E

LE G ISL A T IV E  COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 2 6 t h  FEBRUARY, 1 8 9 6 .

1 . The Council m et in accordance w ith adjournment.
2. The Presiden t took the Chair.
3. The President read the Prayer.
4. A d jo u r n m e n t .— T he Honorable G-. Davis having stated his desire to move, T h a t the House do now

adjourn, six M embers rose in the ir places and required the motion to be proposed.
The Honorable G-. D avis then said th a t he proposed to speak on the subject of the. Outtrim  Railway 

Station, and moved, T ha t the House do now adjourn.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and negatived.

5. L a n d  A cts A m e n d m e n t  B il l .— T he Order of the Day for the second reading of this Bill having
been read— the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t this Bill be now read a 
second time.

Debate ensued.
Question— put.
The Council divided.

A yes, 25.
T he Hon. S. A ustin  

J .  Bell 
T . Brunton 
J .  H . Connor
S. W . Cooke
D. Coutts
H . C uthbert 
T . Dowling 
Dr. W . H . Em bling 
Gr. G-odfrey 
N . Levi 
W . M cCulloch
E . M iller 
E . Morey 
J .  M. P ra t t
L ieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood 
J .  Service 
Gr. Simmie 
Sir A . Snowden 
N . Thornley 
J .  A . W allace 
T . D. W anliss 
W . I. W inter-Irving.

Tellers.
J .  B alfour
D. E . M cBryde.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a second time.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood moved, T hat this B ill be now committed to a 

Committee of the  whole.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the fu rther motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood, the President left the 

Chair, and the Council resolved itself into Committee.
T he President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown reported tha t the Committee had 

made progress in the Bill, and th a t he was directed to move, That the Committee may have leave 
to sit again.

Resolvedj—T h at the Council will, to-morrow, again resolve itself into the said Committee.

Noes, 14.
T he Hon. J .  H . A bbott 

F . Brown
Sir W. J .  Clarke, B art.
E. J .  Crooke 
N . FitzG-erald 
S. F raser
F . S. Grrimwade 
C. J .  Ham
W . P itt
C. Sargeant 
J .  Sternberg 
S. Williamson.

Tellers.
Gr. Davis
D. Melville.



-The President announced the receipt of the following6. M essage  from  t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .-
M essage from the L egisla tive A ssem bly 

Mr . P r e s id e n t —
T he Legislative A ssem bly re tu rn  to the L egislative Council the  B ill in titu led  “ A n Act to 

Suppress Betting in Streets and fo r  other purposes,” and acquaint the  L egisla tive Council th a t the 
Legislative A ssem bly have agreed to the am endm ents made by the Legislative Council on an 
am endm ent of the L egisla tive A ssem bly in  clause 5 of such Bill.

L eg isla tive  Assem bly, G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
M elbourne, 26 th  F ebruary , 1896. Speaker.

7. M essag e  from  t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— T he P residen t announced the  receipt o f the following
M essage from  the  Legislative A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —
T he L egislative A ssem bly re tu rn  to the L egislative Council the B ill in titu led  “ A n  Act to 

encourage the Establishment o f  the Sugar Beet Industry  in  Victoria,” and acquaint the Legislative 
Council th a t the  L eg isla tive A ssem bly do not insist on disagreeing w ith  the  am endm ent in such 
B ill insisted on by th e  Legislative Council.

L egislative A ssem bly, G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
M elbourne, 26 th  February , 1896. Speaker.

8 . M essa g e  from  t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— T he P resid en t announced the receipt of the following
M essage from  the Legislative A ssem bly ; <

M r . P r e sid e n t —
T he L egisla tive Assem bly re tu rn  to the  L egislative Council the  B ill in titu led  “ A n  Act to 

amend the 1 Factories and Shops A c t  1890 ’ and fo r  other purposes,” and acquaint the  Legislative 
Council th a t the  Legislative A ssem bly have agreed to some of the  am endm ents made in such Bill 
by the  L egisla tive Council, and have disagreed w ith  o thers of the said am endm ents, and have agreed 

, to some of the said am endm ents w ith  am endm ents, and have m ade certa in  consequential amend
ments, with, w hich they  desire the concurrence of the  L egisla tive Council.

Legisla tive A ssem bly, G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
M elbourne, 26 th  F ebruary , 1896. Speaker.

O rdered— T h a t the  foregoing M essage be taken  into consideration to-m orrow.
9. M e ssa g e  from  t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— T he P residen t announced the receipt of th e  following

M essage from the  L egislative A ssem bly :—
M r. P r e s id e n t —

T h e  L egisla tive A ssem bly transm it to the L egisla tive Council a B ill in titu led  (i A n  Act to
apply a sum out o f  the Consolidated Revenue to the service o f  the year ending on the thirtieth day o f 
June One thousand eight hundred and ninety-six and to appropriate the Supplies granted in  this Session 
o f  Parliam ent,” w ith  w hich they  desire the  concurrence of th e  Legislative Council.

L egisla tive  A ssem bly, G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
M elbourne, 26 th  F ebruary , 1896. Speaker.

10. A ppr o pr ia t io n  B il l .— T he Plonorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t the B ill transm itted  by the fore
going M essage, in titu led  “ A n  A ct to apply a snm out o f  the Consolidated Revenue to the service o f the 
year ending on the thirtieth day o f  June One thousand eight hundred and ninety-six and to appropriate 
the Supplies granted in  this Session o f Parliam ent,” be now read a first time.

Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirm ative.— B ill read a  first tim e, ordered to be prin ted , and read 
a second tim e to-m orrow.

1 1 . R a ilw ays  B il l .— T h e O rder of the  D ay for the  consideration of th e  am endm ents made and insisted
on by the  L eg isla tive Council in  th is B ill and disagreed w ith  by the  L egislative Assembly, or 
agreed to w ith  am endm ents, hav ing  been read— the said am endm ents were read, and are as follow:— 

Amendments made by the Legislative Council. How dealt with.
1. T itle , omit the T itle  and insert new T itle :—

“ A  B ill in titu led  A n  A c t to create a V ictorian  R a il
w ays T ru s t and to fu rther am end th e  L aw  
relating  to th e  V ictorian  R ailw ays.”

2. Clause 2 , lines 13 and 14, om it u P rovided  however th a t y
section four shall come into operation on the 
passing of th is A c t ”  and insert “ for the 
holding of the  first m eeting of th e  V ictorian 
R ailw ays T ru s t as hereinafter provided .”

Disagreed w ith ) 
by Assem bly f 
and insisted on f  
by Council. J

Disagreement 
insisted on by 
Assembly.

3. Clause 5, omit this clause.

( Disagreed with  
J by A ssem bly_
j and insisted on 
( by Council.

Disagreement 
insisted on by 
A s s e m b l y  
with the fol
lowing con- 
s e q u e n t i a l  
amendment: 
— Omit “who 
shall be a 
resident of 
any one of 
the Austral
asian colonies 
at the date of 
the passing 
of this Act.”
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Amendments made by the Legislative Council.

4. Clause 6 , omit this clause.
Disagreed w ith ) T.. 

by Assembly disagreem ent
and insisted on (  ‘" s>»‘ed onby 
by Council. Assembly.

5. Clause 7, omit this clause.
Disagreed with 

by Assembly < 
and insisted on 
by Council.

Disagreement 
insisted on by 
A sse m b  l y , 
with the fol
lowing con- 
s e q u e n t i a l  
amendment : 
Omit “ Two 
t h  o u s a n d ” 
a n d  i n s e r t  
“ Three thou
sand five hun
dred.”

6 . Clause 8 , omit this clause.
7. Clause 9, omit this clause.
8 . Clause 10, omit this clause.
9. Clause 11, omit this clause.

1 0 . Clause 12, omit this clause.

Disagreed with 
by Assembly 
and insisted on 
by Council.

Disagreement 
insisted on by 
Assembly.

11. Insert the following head lines and new clauses :—

Abolition o f Victorian Railways Commissioners.
A. On and after the day appointed for the first meet

ing of the V ictorian Railways T rust as here
inafter provided the body corporate styled 
“ The Victorian Railways Commissioners ” as 
constituted under the Railways A cts shall be 
abolished.

Constitution o f  Victorian Railways Trust.
B. (1) For the purposes of carrying out and enforcing

the provisions of this A ct and such provisions 
of the Railways Acts, the Railways Standing 
Committee Acts, and any other A cts as have 
immediately before the commencement of this 
A ct been carried out or enforced by the Com
missioners, a Victorian Railways T rust (here
inafter called the T rust) shall be constituted.

(2) Such T rust shall consist of the Minister, who
shall by virtue of his office be the Chairman of 
the T rust, and also of four .other members who 
shall be appointed by the Governor in Council, 
and are hereinafter specially referred to as 
“ appointed Trustees.”

(3) Every appointed Trustee before entering upon
the duties or exercising the powers vested in 
him by this A ct shall make and subscribe before 
the Executive Council a  declaration in the 
form contained in the Second Schedule to this 
A ct ; and every such declaration shall be kept 
among the records of the said Council.

C. (1) The T rust shall be a body corporate by the
name “ The Victorian Railways Trust,” 
and by tha t name shall have perpetual suc
cession and a common seal and be capable in 
law of suing and being sued, and shall have 
power to take purchase sell lease and hold 
lands tenements and hereditaments goods 
chattels and other property for any of the 
purposes of the Railways Acts subject to the 
restrictions therein contained.

(2) A ll courts judges and persons acting judicially 
shall take judicial notice of the common seal 
of the Victorian Railways T rust affixed to 
any deed and shall presume that such seal 
was properly affixed thereto.

S3
S3O

o
,n
ao

T3a
c3

s<D

nd

Disagreement to insert new 
clauses A  to CC inclusive 
insisted on, and the fol
lowing new clause (A A A ) 
inserted in place there
of

A A A . (1) The Railways 
Secretary for Rail- R°ard of 
ways, the Account- Tlce" 
ant, the Chief Mechanical 
Engineer, the Engineer for 
Existing Lines, and the 
Traffic Manager shall be and 
are hereby constituted a 
Board to be called the R ail
ways Board of Advice.

(2) Any three of such 
officers shall form a quorum 
of such Board. Such Board 
shall be convened by the 
Commissioner to meet him at 
least once a month.

(3) I t  shall be the duty of 
each member of such Board 
to attend every such meeting 
so convened, and if  unable to 
be present to furnish the Com
missioner w ith the reason for 
his absence.

(4) The Commissioner 
and every member may at 
any such meeting submit for 
the consideration any matter 
whatever connected with the 
railways. The Commissioner 
and Board shall thereupon 
consider and consult as to 
such matter.

(5) The Secretary for 
Railways or some person act
ing for him shall keep a 
record in such form as the 
Governor in Council may pre
scribe of all matters so sub
mitted for consideration, and 
shall submit to the Minister 
on the day after each meeting 
a copy of the record kept as

. to such meeting.



D. (1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

E. (1) 

(2)

(3)

F . (1) 

(2)

(3)

G. In

Of the four persons who are first appointed T rustees tw o shall hold office') 
for a period of th ree years and two for four years as shall be specified j 
in  the  O rder in Council appointing such Trustees ; but such persons | 
shall a t th e  expiration  of the period for w hich they are respectively 
appointed be eligible for re-appointm ent.

W here a vacancy occurs in the office of T rustee before the expiration of the 
full period for w hich such T rustee  was appointed, his successor shall be 
appointed only for the  unexpired portion of such period, bu t shall be 
eligible for re-appointm ent.

W here a vacancy occurs in the  office of T rustee  a t the expiration of the 
fu ll period for w hich such T rustee  was appointed his successor shall be 
appointed for a period of tw o years.

T he office of an appointed T rustee shall by v irtue of this A c t be an office 
or place of profit under the Crown w ith in  the m eaning of P a r t  I I .  of 
The Constitution Act Amendment A ct 1890.

Subject to this A c t every appointed T rustee  shall hold his office during 
good behaviour for the term  for w hich he may be appointed pursuant to 
th is A ct.

I t  shall be law ful for the G overnor in Council to remove any such T rustee  
from  his office on an address praying for such rem oval being presented 
to the  G overnor by the Legislative Council and the  Legislative 
A ssem bly respectively in  the  same session of P arliam ent or by the 
Legislative A ssem bly alone in two consecutive sessions thereof, provided 
th a t no t less than  six  w eeks shall intervene betw een such addresses 
w hen made by the L egisla tive A ssem bly alone as aforesaid.

A t  any tim e w hen P arliam en t is no t sitting  it shall be law ful for the 
G overnor in Council to suspend any appointed T rustee  from [executing 
the  powers and duties of] his office [bu t not from receiving the salary 
attached  there to ] for inability  inefficiency m ism anagem ent or m is
behaviour or refusal or neglect or failure to carry out any of the 
provisions of the R ailw ays A cts [o r any of his duties as a  T rustee], 
and w hen and so often as the same happens a fu ll statem ent of the 
cause of such suspension shall be laid before both Houses of Parliam ent 
w ith in  seven days after the  commencement of the  n ex t session thereof ; 
and if an address shall a t any tim e [w ith in  two m onths from the laying 
o f such sta tem ent before P arliam ent] be presented to the Governor by 
th e  Legislative Council or the  L egislative A ssem bly praying for the 
restoration of such T rustee  to his office such T rustee shall be restored 
accordingly bu t i f  no such address be so presented it shall be law ful 
for th e  G overnor in Council to confirm such suspension and to declare 
the  office of such T rustee  to be and the same shall thereupon become 
and be vacant as if  such T rustee  were naturally  dead.

In  the event a t any tim e of the  office of any appointed Trustee becoming 
vacant th e  G overnor in Council m ay appoint some person to be an 
acting Trustee.

N o such vacancy shall be so filled for any period exceeding six  m onths in 
the  whole ; and in  m aking any appointm ent pursuant to th is section the 
period for w hich any A cting  T rustee  is appointed, shall be specified by 
the  G overnor in Council.

E v ery  A cting  T rustee  shall during the tim e for which he is appointed hold 
office during good behaviour and shall have all the  powers and perform 
all the duties o f a T rustee , and shall be liable to be suspended or 
removed from or restored to office by the Governor in Council in such 
manner and upon such grounds as the  appointed T rustees are liable to 
be suspended or rem oved from or restored to office.

the case of the  illness suspension or absence of any appointed T rustee it 
shall be law ful for th e  G overnor in Council to appoint some other 
person to  ac t as th e  deputy  of such T rustee  during such illness sus
pension or absence, and every such person shall during the  time for which 
he acts as such deputy  have all the  righ ts powers duties and liabilities 
and perform all th e  duties of such T rustee  and shall be liable to be sus
pended or removed from or restored  to office by the Governor in 
Council in such m anner and upon such grounds as appointed T rustees 
are liable to be suspended or removed from or restored to office.
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H . ( 1 ) Every appointed Trustee shall during his continuance in such office be entitled to receive 
by way o f  remuneration fo r  his services a salary at the rate o f  Seven hundred and 
fifty  pounds per annum payable monthly.

(2) In  addition to the salary by this A c t payable every appointed Trustee shall be entitled to
a further sum not exceeding One pound per diem fo r  the personal expenses incurred 
by him in the performance o f  his duties as a Trustee in travelling whether by land or 
water, and also any charges o f  railway steam-boat coach or other conveyance paid  by 
him when so travelling.

(3) The amount to which any Trustee is entitled pursuant to this Act fo r  salary or travelling
expenses and charges shall when approved by the M inister be payable out o f the 
consolidated revenue o f  Victoria which is hereby appropriated fo r  that purpose 
accordingly.



rI. (1) If  any appointed Trustee be in anywise concerned or interested in an y " 
bargain or contract made by or on behalf of the T rust or in anywise 
participate or claim to be entitled to participate in the profit thereof or 
in any benefit or emolument arising from the same, he shall thereby 
vacate his office as Trustee, and shall also be guilty of a misdemeanour, 
and on conviction thereof shall be liable in the discretion of the court 
to a penalty not exceeding Five hundred pounds or to imprisonment for 
any term not exceeding three years or to both of these punishments.

(2) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent any person who is a
Trustee from entering into any contracts for the carriage of passengers 
or of goods belonging to himself or any firm of persons of which he is a 
member in the same manner and upon the same terms as those upon 
which such contracts are ordinarily made by the T rust with the general 
public.

(3) No person shall cease to be a Trustee by reason of being beneficially
interested in any newspaper in which the T rust inserts advertisements, 
and no person being a shareholder or member of any incorporated 
company consisting of more than tw enty persons shall cease to be a 
Trustee or be liable to any penalty by reason of any contract entered 
into between such company and the T rust or of any work done by such 
company.

(4 ) No Trustee shall take part in the consideration of any question relating to
any contract or to the execution of any contract by any company of 
which he is a shareholder or member or of any question in which he 
has a direct pecuniary interest.

J .  No person being an uncertificated insolvent or whose affairs are under liquida
tion by arrangement under F a rt IX . of the Insolvency Act 1890 and 
who has not received a certificate of discharge under such P a rt shall be 
capable of being appointed a Trustee ; and any appointed Trustee who 
becomes insolvent, or whose affairs are placed in liquidation as aforesaid, 
or who makes a composition with his creditors under P art X . of the said 
Act, or who applies to take the benefit of any Act now or hereafter to 
be in force for the relief of insolvent debtors, or who by any deed or 
other writing compounds w ith his creditors or makes an assignment for 
their benefit, or who is convicted of felony or any infamous offence, 
shall be deemed to have forfeited his office as Trustee.

K. If  any appointed Trustee be absent from his duty for four consecutive meet
ings of the Trust except on leave granted by the Trust with the approval 
of the Governor in Council or become incapable of performing his duties y 'y  j  
as Trustee or resign he shall thereby vacate his office as Trustee. ■ 05 ■

L. No proceeding of the T rust shall be invalidated or illegal in consequence 
only of there being any vacancy in the number of the Trustees a t the 
time of such proceeding.

M. (1) The Trustees shall hold a meeting for the despatch of business once at 
least in every week.

(2) A t any meeting three Trustees shall form a quorum and shall have and 
may exercise all the rights powers and authorities which by this Act 
or by any A ct for the time being in force are or shall be vested in the 
Trustees.

N. (1) The Trustee presiding at a meeting of the Trust shall in the event of an 
equal division of votes a t such meeting have a second or casting vote.

(2) I f  the Minister is not present a t any meeting of the Trust, the Trustees 
who are present shall appoint one of themselves to take the chair and 
preside at such, meeting.

0 .  I f  the M inister differs from the opinion of the majority of the Trustees with 
respect to any matter before the Trustees for their decision and 
determination, such matter shall be deferred by the M inister if  he thinks 
fit for not more than seven days, when it shall be again brought 
forward at a meeting of the T ru s t ; and in such event whether the 
Minister does or does not differ in opinion from the majority of the 
Trustees such matter of difference shall be determined according to the 
decision of the majority of the Trustees.
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First Meeting o f Trustees.
P . The Trustees shall hold their first meeting on such day and at such time and 

place as the Governor in Council by notice in the Government Gazette 
shall appoint in that behalf ; and on and after the day so appointed 
whether the whole number of members shall or shall not have been 
appointed the T rust shall be deemed to be duly and legally constituted.

Transfer o f Rights Powers Duties Liabilities and Property to Trust.
Q. Subject to the provisions of this Act, the several rights powers duties and 

liabilities at the commencement of this A ct vested in and imposed upon 
the Commissioners by any A ct shall on and after such date be vested 
in imposed upon and executed by the Trust, and the several powers „



T. A ll

U. (1)

(2)

duties and liabilities so vested in or imposed upon a single Commissioner 
shall on and after such date be vested in imposed upon and executed 
by a single T rustee.

R . A ll railw ays vested in the  Commissioners a t the commencement of this A ct 
and the  piers w harfs je tties stations yards and buildings connected or 
used therew ith respectively, or forming or reputed to be part or parcel 
thereof respectively, together w ith the land over or upon which the said 
railw ays piers wharfs jetties stations yards and buildings have been or 
may hereafter be constructed or erected and the land included within 
the  boundary fences of any of the  said railways, and all land outside of 
such fences vested in  the Commissioners at th e  commencement of this 
A ct, and the  inheritance thereof in fee simple and all personal property 
w hatsoever belonging to the  said Commissioners a t the time of such 
commencement, shall be and the same are hereby vested in the T rust 
for th e  purposes of this A ct.

S. A ny lands w hich a t the commencement of th is A c t are vested in the Com
missioners and any lands (including Crown lands) which after such 
commencement are taken  by the T ru s t under the authority of any A ct 
and the inheritance thereof in fee simple shall be and the same are 
hereby vested in the  T ru st for the  purposes of th is A ct. 

telegraph posts erected on any lands vested in the  T ru st and all wires 
instrum ents and other telegraphic or telephonic apparatus used in con
nexion w ith any of the railw ays shall be and the same are hereby vested 
in the T ru s t for the  purposes of th is A ct.

A ll purchases sales conveyances g ran ts assurances deeds securities con
tracts bonds and agreem ents entered into made or given before the 
commencement of th is A ct by or to the Commissioners in connexion 
w ith the  railw ays vested in the Commissioners or w ith  the piers wharfs 
je tties stations yards buildings lands or personal property by this A ct 
vested in the T ru s t shall be as binding and of as full force and effect in 
every respect against or in favour of the T ru st and may be enforced as 
fully and effectually as if instead of the  Commissioners the T ru st had 
been a p a rty  thereto.

All powers conferred upon the Commissioners and all m atters or things 
had or done or to be done and all righ ts and privileges accrued or 
accruing shall be exercised enforced enjoyed and used by the T rust in 
the same way th a t the  Commissioners m ight have exercised enforced 
enjoyed or used the same but for the  passing of th is A ct, and w ith respect 
thereto the T ru s t shall be substituted for the said Commissioners.

(3) A ny penalty  forfeiture or Other punishm ent incurred or to be incurred in 
respect of any offence committed against the  Commissioners in respect 
of the railw ays or in  respect of any such piers w harfs je tties stations 
yards buildings lands or personal property before the commencement 
of this A c t may be enforced and recovered by or on behalf of the T rust 
in the  same w ay as the Commissioners m ight have enforced and 
recovered the same but for the passing of th is A ct.

V . (1) I f  a t the date of the commencement of th is A c t any action or proceeding
w hether for a penalty  or otherwise or any cause of action or proceeding
is pending or existing  by or against the  Commissioners, the  same shall 
not be in anywise prejudicially affected by th is A ct bu t may be con
tinued prosecuted and enforced by or against the T ru st as successor to 
the  Commissioners.

(2) A ll contracts deeds bonds agreem ents and other instrum ents entered into or 
made and subsisting a t such date and to w hich the Commissioners are 
a party  may be enforced by or against the T ru st as fully  and effectually 
as if instead of the Commissioners the T rust had been a party  thereto.

Interpretation o f  Acts Orders and Documents.

W . T he follow ing words and expressions having reference to the V ictorian
Railways Commissioners and words and expressions of a like meaning 
or referring thereto  respectively w herever they  occur in any A ct Order 
in Council by-law  regulation deed contract or document shall if not 
inconsistent w ith the context have the respective meanings hereby 
attached to them  (th a t is to say) :—

“ V ictorian R ailw ays Commissioners ” or “ Commissioners ” shall 
refer to the  T rust.

“ Commissioner ” shall refer to a T rustee.
“ Officer ” or “ employe ” or “ servant ” of the V ictorian Railw ays 

Commissioners or the Commissioners shall mean officer or 
employe or servant of the T rust.

Transfer o f  Officers and Employes o f Commissioners to the Trust.

X . All officers and employes employed on th e  day of the commencement of this 
A ct by the Commissioners shall w ithout fu rther or other authority  than 
this A c t be and are hereby transferred to the employment of the T ru st, j
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Amendments made by the Legislative Council. ^°^li
and shall become on th a t day officers and employes of the T r u s t ; and' 
w ith regard to the officers and employes so transferred and all officers 
or employes hereafter employed by the T rust and all candidates for 
appointm ent as officers or employes under the T rust, the T rust shall 
subject to this A ct thenceforw ard have and exercise all or any of the 
powers duties and liabilities conferred or imposed on the Commissioners 
by the Railw ays Acts.

Y. ( 1 ) The rights and privileges of officers and employes of the Commissioners 
shall not be prejudicially affected by the transfer to the T ru st of such 
officers and employes.

(2) E very officer or employ^ who is by the operation of this A ct transferred
from the service of the Commissioners to the service of the T rust shall 
nevertheless continue to be an “ officer or employe ” w ithin the meaning 
of the  Railw ays A cts and to be subject to such A cts accordingly ; but 
instead of being under the control of the Commissioners every officer or 
employe so transferred shall be under the control of the  Trust.

(3) So far only as relates to officers or employes go transferred and officers or
employes hereafter appointed or employed by the T rust for the purposes 
of the Railw ays Acts, all provisions of the Railways Act 1890 relating to 
officers and employes shall subject to this A ct be read and construed as 
if instead of the Commissioners the T ru st were specified or referred to 
in such provisions.

(4) W here in the Railways A cts powers and duties w ith regard to officers or
employes are imposed or conferred on the Commissioners or on the 
Board or Commissioners or on any one or tw o Commissioners, such 
powers and duties shall w ith regard to officers and employes under the 
T ru s t be exercised only by the T ru s t or any one or two Trustees, as 
the case may be,

(5) N otw ithstanding anything in this A ct contained it shall not be law ful for
the T ru st to alter or in any way diminish the righ ts and privileges of 
any officers and employes so transferred w ith regard to compensation for 
loss of office or superannuation or retiring allowances or, unless so 
authorized by regulations made pursuant to th is A ct, to lower the status 
or reduce the rank position grade or pay of any officers or employes so 
transferred. T his sub-section shall not prevent any officer or employe 
being dealt w ith by the T ru st for any charge made against him pur
suant to the Railw ays A cts,

Railway Officers and Employes,

Z. W ith  the approval of the Governor in Council and subject to such arrange
ment as he may th ink fit for paying the salary or wages of any officer 
or employe, the services of any officer or em ploye under the control of 
the B oard may be in part made use of by the T rust, and the services of 
any officer or employe under the control of the T rust may be in part 
made use of by the Board.

A A, N otw ithstanding anything contained in section seventy-seven of the 
Railways A c t 1890 the powers conferred on the  G overnor in Council 
therein shall be exercised by the T rustees go far only as regards candi
dates for employment under the T rust.

BB. In  section ninety-tw o of the Railways Act 1890 the following words, 
nam ely, “ A nd such regulations w hen confirmed by the Governor in 
Council shall have the same force and effect as if they had been con
tained in this A ct ” shall not apply to any regulations made by the 
T rust,

General Manager,

CO, (1) T he Governor in Council on the recommendation of the T rust may from 
tim e to time appoint some fit and proper person as General M anager of 
Railw ays for any period not exceeding seven years provided however 
th a t the Governor in Council on the recommendation of the T ru st may 
at any time suspend or remove such G eneral M anager for inability 
inefficiency mism anagem ent or misbehaviour or refusal or neglect or 
failure to carry out any of the provisions of the Railw ays A cts or any 
of his duties as General M anager.

(2) T he G eneral M anager shall be responsible to the T rust for—
(a) the efficiency and proper m aintenance of the railway lines, rolling-

stock, equipm ent, workshops, stations, buildings, and works;
(b) the regulation and proper working of the train  service;^
(c) the control and efficiency of all officers and employes of the

railw ays; and
(4) generally for carrying out all other functions and duties in con

nexion w ith  th e  managem ent of the railw ays w hich may 
be intrusted to him from time to time by the Trustees.
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1 2 . Clause
13.
14. 9 9

15. 9 9

16. 9 9

17.
18. Clause
19. Before
2 0 . Clause
2 1 . 9 9

2 2 . 9 9

23. Clause
24. Clause
25. 9 9

26. 9 9

27. 9 9

28. 9 9

29. 9 9

30. 9 9

31. Before
32. Clause
33. „
34. 9 9

35. 9 9

36. A fte r c

D uring the pleasure of the T ru s t the  General M anager shall, subject t o ' 
such directions as he may from time to tim e receive from the T rust, 
exercise all or any of the powers authorities privileges and duties by law 
conferred on the  T rust, and w hich may be by the T ru st delegated to 
him , except the power of appointing and rem oving officers and employes 
and th a t of m aking altering or repealing rules regulations or by-laws.

1, line 31, omit 66 Commissioner ” and insert “ T ru st.”
line 34, omit “ Commissioner ” and insert “ T ru st.”
line 36, omit “ Commissioner ” and insert “ T r u s t / ’
line 39, omit “ Commissioner ” and insert “ T rustees.”
page 5, line 1, omit “ Commissioner ” and insert “ T rust.” 
page 5, line 3, omit “ Commissioner ” and insert “ T ru s t.”

), line 4, omit “ Commissioner ” and insert “ T rust.” 
ause 16 insert head line “ Railways A ud itor .”
3, line 14, omit “ Com m issioner” and insert “ T ru s t.” 

lines 16-17, omit “ Com m issioner” and insert “ T ru s t.” 
lines 21 -2 , omit “ Commissioner ” and insert “ T ru s t.”

J, line 9, omit “  Second” and insert “ T h ird .”
3, line 31, omit “  Com m issioner”  and insert “ T ru s t.”  

line 36, om it “ Com m issioner” and insert “ T ru st.” 
line 37, omit “ Commissioner ” and insert “  T ru s t.”
line 41, omit “  Com m issioner”  and insert “ T ru st.”
page 6 , line 2, omit “  Com m issioner” and insert “  T ru st.” 
page 6 , line 3, omit “ Com m issioner” and insert “ T ru st.” 
page 6 , line 7, omit “  Commissioner ” and insert “ T rust.” 

ruse 20 insert head line “ Raihoays Stores Suspense A ccount”
), lines 12-13, omit “ C om m issioner” and insert “ T ru s t.” 

sub-clauses 2 and 3, transpose these sub-clauses, 
line 22, om it “ Com m issioner” and insert “  T ru s t.”
line 34, omit “ Commissioner ” and insert “ T rust.”
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37.
38.
39.

40.
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Rides Regulations and By-laws.
D D . (1) A ll rules regulations or by-law s made by the T ru s t shall be published 

. in th e  Government Gazette and shall be laid before both Houses of 
Parliam ent w ithin fourteen days after the m aking thereof if Parliam ent 
be then sitting , and if P arliam ent be not sitting  then w ithin fourteen 
days after the commencement of the  n ex t session of Parliam ent.

(2) I f  an address be presented to the Governor by either House w ithin the r rg
n ex t subsequent th irty  days praying th a t the whole or any part of any 
such rule regulation or by-law  may be annulled the G overnor in Council 
may thereupon by order published in the Government Gazette annul such 
rule regulation by-law  or part.

(3) I f  a t any tim e w hen P arliam ent is not sitting  any rule regulation or by 
law  is made by the T ru st, then  at any time w ith in  th irty  days after the 
publication thereof in the Government Gazette, the  G overnor in Council 
may by order published in the Government Gazette tem porarily suspend 
the operation of the  whole or any pa rt of any rule regulation or by-law 
for any time not extending beyond six  m onths from the date of such 
publication, bu t w ithout prejudice to the  validity of any proceedings 
w hich have previously to such suspension been taken  under the same 
or part thereof.

(4) A ny rule regulation or by-law  or part so annulled shall thereupon become
void and of no effect, bu t w ithout prejudice to the validity of any 
proceedings w hich may in the m eantim e have been taken under the 
same ; and any rule regulation or by-law  so tem porarily suspended 
shall during the tim e of such suspension have no force or effect.

(5) I t  shall be the duty  of the Secretary for Railw ays to personally submit
to the M inister a copy of the  Government Gazette containing any rule 
regulation or by-law  published pursuant to this section and to direct 
the M inister’s a tten tion  to such rule regulation or by-law  w ith in  one 
week after the  same is so published.

E E . T he rules regulations and by-law s w ith regard  to railw ays in force a t the 
time of the  commencement of th is A ct w ith  regard  to railw ays vested 
in the Commissioners or to any officers or employes of the Commis
sioners, w hether w ith in  the powers conferred upon the authority  which 
made the same or in excess of them , shall be deemed to have been made 
under and pursuant to the provisions of this A ct, and shall be and 
continue to be in full force and effect un til altered or repealed by rules 
regulations or by-law s made in pursuance of the R ailw ays A cts.

Before clause 21 insert head line “ Miscellaneous.”
Clause 21, line 41, om it “ Com m issioner” and insert “ T ru s t.”

„ lines 41—2, omit “ w hatever may be the am ount value or damages
sought to be recovered.”

,, lines 4 3 —4 , omit “ a county court, unless otherw ise ordered by the 
Supreme Court or a Ju d g e  thereof ” and insert “ any court of com
peten t ju risd iction .”
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41.

42.
43.
44.

45.
46.
47.

48.

The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Council do not insist on amendments 1 and 2.
D ebate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
T he Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the Council do not now insist on amendment 3, and agree 

to the consequential amendment made by the Legislative Assembly.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Am endm ent 4 not now insisted on.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  Council do not now insist on amendment 5, and agree 

to the consequential amendment made by the Legislative Assembly.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Amendments 6 , 7, and 8  not now insisted on.
On the motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col, S ir F . T . Sargood, the Council, after debate, agreed not 

to insist on amendment 9, but to amend clause 1 1  by omitting, in line 2 2 , the words “  E ngineer- 
in-Chief,” and inserting the words “ the A ccountant ”  after the word “ Railways.”

Amendment 10 not now insisted on.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Council do not now insist on amendment 11, and agree 

to new clause A A A  of the Legislative Assembly.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T . Sargood moved, as an amendment, T h a t the words “ Chief 

M echanical E ngineer,” in the proposed new clause, be omitted w ith  a view to insert in place 
thereof the words “ Goods Superintendent.”

Debate ensued.
Amendment, by leave, w ithdraw n.
Question— T h at the Council do not now insist on amendment 11, and agree to new clause A A A  of 

the Legislative Assem bly— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Amendments 12 to 48 inclusive not now insisted on.
Ordered— T hat the  B ill be returned to the  Legislative Assembly w ith a Message acquainting them 

th a t the Legislative Council do not now insist on some of their amendments disagreed w ith by the 
Legislative Assembly, th a t they have agreed to the insertion of new clause A A A  and certain con
sequential amendments made by the Legislative Assembly, and have made an amendment in clause 
1 1 , and desiring the ir concurrence therein.

12. F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l a s i a  E n a b l i n g - B i l l  (N o . 2 ) . — The Order of the D ay for the second read
ing of this B ill having been read—the Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat this Bill be now read 
a second time.

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.—Bill read a second time.
T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole.
Q uestion—put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the Honorable H. Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
T he President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brow n reported that the Committee had 

gone through the  Bill and agreed to the same w ith amendments.
T he Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Report from the Committee of the whole be 

taken into consideration this day.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

Clause 2 1 , line 45, omit “  arb itra tio n ”  and insert “ the decision of a police 
m agistrate and on such reference he shall be guided by the real 
justice of the case w ithout regard to legal forms or decisions.” 

Clause 22, line 2, omit “ Commissioner ” and insert “ T ru s t.”
„ line 12, omit “ Commissioner ” and insert “ T rust.”

Clause 23, line 25, before “ A l l ” insert “ No rates taxes or assessments shall be
made calculated or charged upon any income of or upon any railway 
pier w harf je tty  station yard building works or property vested in
the T rust. Provided th a t.”

„ line 27, omit “ Commissioner ”  and insert “ T rust.”
„ line 29, omit “  Commissioner ”  and insert “  T rust.”

A fter the F irs t Schedule insert new Schedule :—

o
O
K42
o

nd

rtia
c3

3a

3

42

rto
nd

SE C O N D  S C H E D U L E .

I  of do solemnly and sincerely promise and
declare th a t according to the best of my skill and ability I  will faithfully 
im partially and truly execute the  office and perform the duties of 
Railw ays Trustee.

In  the head line of the Second Schedule omit “ Second ” and insert “ T hird .”
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On the motion of the  Honorable H . C u thbert the  Council adopted the R eport from the Committee of 
the whole on th is Bill.

A nd, on the fu rther motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert, the B ill was read a th ird  time and passed. 
T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  following be the title  o f the B i l l :—

“ A n  Act to enable Victoria to take p art in the fram ing acceptance and enactment o f  a Federal 
Constitution fo r  Australasia.”

Question— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h a t the Bill be re tu rned  to the L egislative Assem bly w ith a M essage acquainting them 

th a t the L egislative Council have agreed to the same w ith  amendments, and requesting their 
concurrence therein.

13. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T he P residen t announced the receipt of the following
M essage from th e  Legislative A ssem bly :—

Mr . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative A ssem bly re tu rn  to the L egislative Council the  B ill in tituled a A n  A ct to 
amend the ‘ Companies A ct Amendment A c t  1892,’ ” and acquaint the Legislative Council th a t the 
L egislative A ssem bly have agreed to the same w ith  am endments, w ith  w hich they desire the 
concurrence o f the L egislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative Assem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 26th  February , 1896.
Ordered— T h a t the  foregoing M essage be taken  in to  consideration to-morrow.

14. S e s s i o n a l  O r d e r  S u s p e n d e d .— T h e H onorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Sessional
O rder appointing half-past Four o’clock as the  hour of m eeting for T hursday  n ex t be suspended, and 
th a t the Council do m eet to-morrow a t T hree  o’clock.

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

15. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y . — O rdered, T h a t the  consideration of the  following Orders of
the D ay be postponed un til to-morrow :—

Post Office A c t  1890 Amendment B il l— To be further considered in  Committee.
Railway Loan Application B ill— Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.

A nd then the Council, a t tw enty-five m inutes past eleven o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No.  62.

THURSDAY, 27t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
Questions.

1 . T he Hon. C. S a r g e a n t  : To call the attention of the H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral to the heading
“ D etails and deductions from gross income ” in the Incom e T a x  Schedules, where a taxpayer is 
required to state how m uch ren t or in terest he has paid to certain persons, and how much he has not 
paid to certain persons ; and to ask if he approves of one taxpayer being constituted a detective 
over another taxpayer ; and w hether, in his opinion, the declaration made by the taxpayer, that the 
statem ents are true and correct in every particular, is no t sufficient.

2. T he Hon. T . D. W a n l i s s  : To ask the Honorable the Solicitor-G eneral if he is aw are—
1 . T h a t the declaration required of Incom e T ax  p a y e rs . by the  Commissioner of T axes is to the

following effect :— “ I  do hereby declare th a t the several m atters and th ings above stated, and 
also those in the balance-sheet, document, and lists herew ith, and the appendices hereto, are
true and correct in every particular, and disclose, w ithout any reservation or exception, a
true  and accurate account of all income earned, derived, or received by me during the year 
ending the 31st December, 1895.”

2. T h a t the Commissioner of T axes claims to have the power to prosecute for perjury  any one
furnishing a wrong return.

3. T h a t as some portions of a tax p ay er's  returns have often necessarily to be furnished to him by
an agent or agents, for the correctness of w hich he cannot personally vouch, why should the 
taxpayer be compelled to sign such a declaration as the foregoing.

4. T h a t if he signs such form w ith the necessary reservation, in the case of a return  furnished by
an agent, th a t he believes such to be true, w hat step w ill the Commissioner take in such cases.

3. T he H on. Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T . S a r g o o d  : To ask the H onorable the M inister of Defence—
1. W hat is the  entire leng th  of the Maffra to Briagolong R ailw ay.
2. W hat is the length  of the railw ay betw een the  A von R iver and the term inus of the line.
3. W h at has been the loss upon the line in each year since its opening.
4. W hat w ill be the  to tal cost of the proposed bridge.
5. W hat is the tonnage expected to be accommodated by such bridge.
6 . H ow  m any trains per day w ill pass over the said bridge.

Government Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — M e s s a g e  fr o m  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y —
T o be taken  into consideration.

2. R a i l w a y  L o a n  A p p l i c a t i o n  B i l l — Second reading— Resumption o f  debate.
3. P o s t  O f f i c e  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.
4. A p p r o p r i a t i o n  B i l l — Second reading.

General Business.
O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y  :—

1. L a n d  A c t s  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — To be further considered in Committee.
2. C o m p a n i e s  A c t  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — M e s s a g e  f r o m  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y — To be taken into

consideration.
G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,

Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 26t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
Notices of M otion and Orders of the  D ay. No. 62.
Factories and Shops A ct 1890 Am endm ent B ill.— Am endm ents made by the Legislative Council H ow  

dealt w ith by Legislative Assem bly. (To M embers of Council only.)
Companies A ct A m endm ent B ill.— A m endm ents made by the Legislative Assembly. (T o Members o f 

Council only.)
Railw ay Loan A pplication B ill.— Am endm ent to be proposed by the Hon. C. Sargeant and the Hon. Dr. 

W . H . Em bling. (T o  M embers of Council only.)

Notices of Motion and Orders of the Day. No. 116.
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No. 63.

MINUTES OF THE
O F T H E

LEGISLATIVE

THURSDAY, 27t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. The P resident took the Chair.

3. The President read the P rayer.

4. A djournm ent.— The H onorable G-. Godfrey having stated his desire to move, T h a t the House do now
adjourn, six M embers rose in the ir places and required the motion to be proposed.

The Honorable G. Godfrey then said tha t he proposed to speak 011 the subject of the reply given 
yesterday by the H onorable the Solicitor-G eneral to a question as to Income T ax  on Gifts, and 
moved, T h a t the House do now adjourn.

Debate ensued.
Question— put and negatived.

5. R ailw ay  L oan, A pplicatio n  B il l .— T he Order of the Day for the resumption of the debate on the
question, T h a t th is B ill be now read a second tim e having been read—

Debate resumed.
Question— T h at this B ill be now read a second tim e—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a 

second time.
The Honorable W. M cCulloch moved, T h a t this B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the further motion of the  Honorable W . McCulloch, the President left the Chair, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown having reported th a t the Committee 

had gone through the B ill and agreed to the same w ithout amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable W . M cCulloch the Council adopted the Report from the Committee 
of the whole on this Bill.

T he Honorable 'W. McCulloch moved, T h a t th is Bill be now read a third time.
Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a th ird  time.
T he Honorable W . M cCulloch moved, T hat this Bill do pass.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable W . M cCulloch moved, T h a t the following be the title  of the Bill :—

“ A n Act to sanction the expenditure o f Moneys available under Loan Acts fo r  Railways and other 
purposes and to prevent the further issue o f Moneys under the authority of certain Railway 
Loan Application A c ts"

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at a Message be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the B ill w ithout amendment.

6 . A ppropriation  B il l .— T he Order of the D ay for the second reading of this Bill having been read—
the Honorable IT. C uthbert moved, T h a t this Bill be now read a second time.

D ebate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Honorable IT. C uthbert moved, T h a t this Bill be now committed to a Committee of the whole. 
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the fu rther motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, the President left the Chair, and 

the Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the Honorable F . Brown having reported th a t the Committee 

had gone through the B ill and agreed to the same w ithout amendment, the Council ordered the 
Report to be taken into consideration this day.

On the motion of the Honorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the Report from the Committee of 
the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert, the  B ill was read a third tim e and passed.

PROCEEDINGS

COUNCIL.



T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t th e  follow ing be the title  of the B i l l :—
“ A n  Act to apply a sum out o f  the Consolidated Revenue to the service o f  the year ending on the 

thirtieth day o f  June One thousand eight hundred and  ninety-six and to appropriate the Supplies 
granted in this Session o f  Parliament.”

Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T h at a M essage be transm itted  to the  Legislative Assem bly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the B ill w ithout am endm ent.

7. M essag e  from  th e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— T he P residen t announced the receipt of the following
M essage from the Legislative Assem bly :—=

M r. P r e sid e n t —
T he Legislative Assem bly transm it to the L egislative Council a M essage from H is Excellency 

the Governor recommending an am endm ent in the Bill intitu led  “ A n  A ct to revoke the Permanent 
Reservation o f  certain Crown L and  in the parish o f  B o o r tf  and acquaint the Legislative Council that 
the L egislative Assem bly have agreed to the said am endm ent recommended by H is Excellency 
the G overnor in this B ill, w ith  w hich they  desire the  concurrence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egislative A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 27 th  February , 1896.
B R A S  S E T ,

Governor. Message.
P ursuan t to the provisions of section 36 of The Constitution Act, the G overnor transm its to 

the  L egislative Assem bly, for their consideration, the following am endm ent w hich he desires to be 
made in the B ill in titu led  “ A n  A ct to revoke the Permanent Reservation o f  certain Crown Land in the. 
parish o f Boort ” :—

Clause 2, fourth  line of clause, after “ farms ”  in sert “ s h a ll / ’
G overnm ent Offices,

M elbourne, 27 th  F ebruary , 1896.
On the motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert the Council agreed to the am endm ent recommended by 

H is Excellency the G overnor, and ordered a M essage to be transm itted  to the Legislative Assembly 
acquainting them  therew ith.

8. M e ssa g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A sse m b ly .— T he P residen t announced the receipt of the following
M essage from the  L egisla tive A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e sid e n t —
The L egisla tive A ssem bly retu rn  to the Legislative Council the B ill intituled “ A n Act to 

further amend the Laio relating to the Victorian Railw ays , ” and acquaint the  Legislative Council that 
the  L egislative A ssem bly have agreed to the am endm ents made by the Legislative Council in clause 
11 of such Bill.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative A ssem bly, . Speaker.

Melbourne, 27th  February , 1896.

9. M essag e  from  th e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— T he P residen t announced the receipt of the following
M essage from the  Legislative Assem bly :—

M r . P r e s id e n t —
T h e L egislative A ssem bly transm it to the L egisla tive Council a B ill intitu led  “ A n  A ct 

to further amend the e Companies A c t 1890/ ” w ith  w hich they  desire the concurrence of the Legis
lative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Legislative A ssem bly, Speaker.

Melbourne, 27th  F ebruary , 1896.

10. C ompanies A ct 1890 fu r t h e r  A m end m ent  B ill  (N o . 2 ).— The Honorable IT. C uthbert moved,
T h a t the  B ill transm itted by the foregoing M essage, intitu led  “ A n  Act to further amend the 
‘ Companies A ct 1890 / ” be now read a first time.

Q uestion— put and resolved in the affirmative.— B ill read a first time, ordered to be printed, and read 
a second time to-morrow.

11. M e ssa g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A sse m b ly .— T h e P residen t announced the receipt of the following
M essage from the Legislative Assem bly :—

Mr . P r e sid e n t —
The Legislative A ssem bly re tu rn  to the Legislative Council the B ill in titu led  “ A n  Act to 

enable Victoria to take part in the fram ing acceptance and enactment o f  a Federal Constitution fo r  
A u stra la s ia f  and acquaint the  L egisla tive Council th a t the Legislative A ssem bly have disagreed 
w ith  the amendments made in such B ill by the  L egisla tive Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y , .
L egislative A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 27th  February , 1896.
A nd the said am endm ents w ere read, and are as follow :—

Clause 12, line 13, a fter “ T he  ” insert “ voting for th e .”
„ line 14, omit 66 o n ” and insert “ before.” _ , .

Clause 13, line 17, after “ t a k e n ” insert “ by m eans of voting-papers transm itted  by post o 
every elector and shall be tak en .” 1 ' 1 -



’ Clause 33> Iine 32» after “ taken ” in8ert “ by means of voting-papers in accordance with the 
Schedule hereto transm itted by post to every elector and shall be ta k e n /’

Clause 34, omit this clause, and insert new clause:—
A. Each voter shall vote “ Yes ’ or “ No ” on the question in accordance with the direc

tion on the voting-paper transm itted by post and every such voting-paper shall be 
posted before such day as may be prescribed.

Clause 39, omit sub-clauses ( 1 ) and (2 ).
In  the Schedule, omit “ Ballot-paper ” and insert “ Voting-paper.”

The Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, T hat the Council do not insist on their amendments 
Debate ensued.

1 2 . A p p r o a c h  o f  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v e r n o r .— The approach of His Excellency the Governor
was announced by the Usher.

13. R o y a l  A s s e n t  t o  B i l l . His Excellency the Governor came into the Council Chamber, and com
manded the Usher to desire the attendance of the Legislative Assembly, who, being come with 
*beir Speaker, he, after a short speech to His Excellency, delivered the Appropriation Bill to the 
Clerk of the Parliam ents, who brought it  to the Table.

His Excellency was then pleased to assent to the following B i l l :—
A n Act to apply a sum out o f  the Consolidated Revenue to the service o f the year ending on the 

thirtieth day o f June One thousand eight hundred and ninety-six and to appropriate the 
Supplies granted in this Session o f  Parliament.”

To this B ill the Royal A ssent was pronounced by the Clerk of the Parliam ents in these words :__
“ In  the name and on behalf of H er M ajesty I  assent to this A ct.”

The Legislative Assembly withdrew.
His Excellency the Governor left the Council Chamber.

14. F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l a s i a  E n a b l i n g  B i l l  (N o . 2 ).—Debate resumed on the question, That the
Council do not insist on their amendments.

Question— put.
The Council divided.

Ayes, 2 1 . Noes, 17.
The Hon. J .  H . A bbott 

T. Brunton
Sir W. J .  Clarke, Bart. 
J .  H . Connor
S. W. Cooke
II. Cuthbert 
G. Davis 
T. Dowling 
N. FitzG erald
S. Fraser 
G. Godfrey 
N. Levi 
W. McCulloch
E . M iller 
W. P itt
Sir A. Snowden 
J .  Sternberg
S. Williamson 
W. I. W inter-Irving.

The Hon. J .  Bell
F . Brown
J .  C. Campbell
E . J .  Crooke 
D. H am
D. Melville
E. Morey 
J .  M. P ra tt
C. Sargeant
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood 
J .  Service
G. Simmie 
N. Thornley 
J . A. Wallace 
T . D. Wanliss.

Tellers.
D. E . McBryde 
A. 0 . Sachse.

Tellers.
J .  Balfour
C. J .  Ham.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered—T hat a Message be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council do not insist on their amendments in this Bill w ith which the Legislative 
Assembly have disagreed.

15. P o s t p o n e m e n t  o f  O r d e r s  o f  t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T hat the consideration of the following Orders
of the Day be postponed until to-morrow :—

Factories and Shops Act 1890 Amendment B ill— Message fro m  Legislative Assembly— To be 
taken into consideration.

Rost Office Act 1890 Amendment B ill— To be fu r th er  considered in  Committee.
Land Acts Amendment B ill— To be fu rth er  considered in  Committee.
Companies Act Amendment B ill— Message fro m  Legislative Assembly.— To be taken into  

consideration.

16. A d j o u r n m e n t .— The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T hat the Council do now adjourn.
Debate ensued.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, at fifteen minutes past eleven o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H. JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 63.

FRIDAY, 28t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
Government Business.

Orders of t h e  D ay  :—
1. F actories and  S h o ps A ct 1890 A mendment B il l — Messag e  from L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly—  

To be taken  into consideration.
' 2. Co m panies A ct 1890 fu r t h e r  A mendm ent  B ill  (N o. 2 ) — Second reading.

3. P ost Offic e  A ct 1890 A m endment B ill— To be further considered in Committee.

General Business.
Orders  of th e  D ayi:—

1. L and  A cts A m endm ent  B il l — To be further considered in Committee.
2. Com panies A ct A m endm ent  B il l— M essage  from  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly— To be taken  into

consideration.
G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,

Cleric o f the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 27t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
Notices of M otion and Orders of the  Day. No. 63.
Companies B ill— [1 1 5 ]. (T o M embers of Council only.) .
Companies A c t 1890 further A m endm ent B ill.— A m endm ents to be proposed by the Hon. Lieut.-Ool. Sir

F . T . Sargood. (To Members of Council only.)

Notices of Motion and Orders of the  Day. No. 117.





No. 64.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

FRIDAY, 2 8 t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.

1 . The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2 . The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l .— The Order of the Day for the consideration of
the amendments made in  this Bill by the Legislative Council, disagreed with by the Legislative 
Assembly or agreed to w ith amendments, having been read—the said amendments were read, and 
are as follow

How dealt with by the Legislative 
Amendments made by the Legislative Council. Assembly.

1. Clause 3, lines 7-9, omit “ other than a Chinese or in which 1 j) isaeTee(i -with 
any one or more Chinese persons is or.” )

2 . {Agreed to w ith the following
amendment: A fter “gas”

insert “ oil.”
3. „ line 13, after “ u sed ” insert “ solely in preparing 1 A  , t 0  with the foUow.

A r  r r m r m T o n r n r n i ^  o p r i o  n o  t a t  r r o H  a at* CO In n r  i n  • © _

or manufacturing articles for trade or sale or in 
which furniture is prepared or manufactured or 
in which any bread is made or baked for sale.” v

ing amendment :— Omit 
solely.”

i ' „ . ” Mne 30, omit “ laundry o r / ’ I  Disagreed with.
5. Clause 4, omit this clause. j °

( Agreed to with the follow-
6 ,. Clause 14, line 28, after “ prescribed ” insert “ as to the \ ing a m e n d m e n tsL in e  2 ,

work and wages of the  persons employed J kefore “ work ” insert
therein and .the age of every such person who J « names ” . p ne 3  ̂ before
is under sixteen years of age,” ( « ag e« in9ert “ name and.”

7. Clause 16, omit th is clause. Disagreed with,

8. Clause 17, line 18, before “ Every ” insert “ So far as regards
any article or articles in respect to which any 
special Board is appointed.”

^Agreed to with the follow
ing am endm ent-O m it 
“ article or.”



9 Clause 19, omit this clause.
1 0 . Clause 24, line 3, before “ N o ” insert “ E x cep t as in this

section provided.”
1 1 . „ line 6 , omit “ te n ” and insert “ eleven.”
1 2  ,, line 6 , a fte r sub-clause ( 1 ) insert new sub-clause:—

( la )  In  order to meet an unforeseen press of work any
occupier of a factory may employ any boy under 
sixteen years of age or any girl over sixteen 
years of age or any woman for not more than 
fifty-four hours in one week subject to the 
following conditions :—

(a) T he ordinary daily hours of work shall
not be exceeded on more than  two
days in any one week.

(b) T he ordinary daily hours of work shall
not be exceeded on more than  th irty  
days in any tw elve m onths.

(c) N otice of having availed him self of the
provisions of th is sub-section shall be 
given to the Chief Inspector w ithin 
tw enty-four hours and a copy thereof 
be affixed in the  factory or work-room.

(d ) T he occupier of the  factory or w ork
room shall keep a record of every day 
and week in w hich he avails him self 
of the provisions of th is sub-section 
and a copy of such record for tw elve 
m onths back shall be kept constantly 
affixed in legible characters in some 
conspicuous place w here it  may be 
easily read by the  persons employed 
in the factory.

(e) P aym ent for overtime and tea  money
shall be made for each day on w hich 
the  occupier of a factory avails him 
self of the  provisions of this sub
section a t the rate prescribed in the 
Schedule to this A ct.

13. Clause 24, line 12, omit “ M in is te r” and insert “ Chief
Inspecto r.”

14. ,, line 19, after “ s h a ll” insert “ apply to any girl
under sixteen years of age or.”

15. „ line 21, omit “ M in is te r” and insert “ Chief
Inspector.

How dealt with by the Legislative 
Assembly.

16.

17.

18. line 34, after “ employed ” 
oror m anufacturing

insert
partly

>- D isagreed w ith.

Clause 26, line 27, omit “ M inister ” and insert “ C hief 
Inspecto r.”

Clause 27, line 33, omit “  Chinese . 1

m preparing 
preparing or-<

m anufacturing any article of fu rn itu re .’

19.
20.

21.
22 .
23.
24.
25.

„  line 39, omit “ fiv e”  and insert “ s ix .”
„  after sub-clause (3 ) insert new sub-clause :—

(3a) In  order to m eet the exigencies of trade 
the Chief Inspector m ay subject to 
the conditions and restrictions im
posed in section th irty  of the P r in 
cipal A c t as am ended by the A ct 
suspend the operation of th is section 
in any one or more factories or work
rooms for any period not exceeding 
two m onths.

Clause 32, omit this clause.
Clause 33, omit this clause.
Clause 44, omit th is clause.
Clause 45, omit th is clause.
Clause 46, line .15, before “ or ” insert “  bread.”

A greed to w ith  the follow
ing am endm ent: —  Before 
“ in ”  insert “ and in any 
factory or work-room 
w here any person whoso
ever is employed ” ; and 
w ith  the following con
sequential am endm ent:— 
Lines 34 and 35, omit 
“ (w hether in w orking on 
his own account or behalf 
or in w orking for hire or 
rew ard either directly or 
ind irectly ).”

Disagreed w ith.

A greed to w ith  the follow
ing amendments :— Line 2 , 
omit “ Chief Inspector ” 
and insert “ M inister ”  ; 
line 5, omit “ the A ct ” 
and insert “ this A c t / ’

D isagreed w ith.
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26. Clause 49, line 38, omit “ eleven ” and insert “ one.”

line 39, omit “ forenoon ”  and insert “ afternoon
”

How dealt with by the Legislative 
Assembly.

Agreed to with the follow
ing amendment :—Insert 
“ twelve” instead of “ one,” 
and with the following 
consequential amendment 
— Line 39, after “ o’clock” 
omit “ in th e” and insert 
“ noon.”

( Omission of “ forenoon ” 
agreed to, and insertion of 
“ afternoon ” disagreed 
with.

28.
29.
30.

31.

32.

„ line 39, omit “ cries or.”
„ line 42, omit “ cried.”

Clause 51, line 14, omit “ from ” and insert “ after.”
|  Disagreed with.

f Agreed to with the following 
„ line 22, after “ accordingly ” add “ Nothing in J amendment:—After “ t o ”

this section shall apply to carters or porters.” )

A fter clause 51 insert new clauses :—
A. If  any person be employed in the ordinary course of 

his business in any shop later than half-an-hour 
after the time of closing for a half-holiday, the ^ 
employer shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
Two pounds for each offence in respect of each 
person so employed.

insert “ persons employed 
exclusively as.”

Agreed to with the follow
ing amendment :—Insert 
[“  A ”] after clause “ 38 ” 
instead of after clause 
“ 51.”

D. The M inister may suspend the provisions of section 
forty-eight of the Principal A ct in any shop to 
such extent and subject to such conditions as may 
appear requisite, and such suspension may be-^ 
revoked by the Minister by a notification under 
his hand posted to the occupier of the shop affected 
thereby.

33.
34.
35.
36.

37.

38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.

Clause 52, line 37, after “ work-room ” insert “ bread or.”
„  line 39, after “ work-room ” insert “ bread or.” 

Clause 55, line 29, before “ bakehouses ” insert “ bread or.”
„ line 34, omit “ determining the ” and insert “ re

quiring occupiers of factories to furnish all 
information necessary for preparing lists and 
rolls of electors for special Boards, and for 
determining the mode of preparing such lists 
and rolls, and t he mode of electing members 
thereof, the appointment and duties of 
returning officers and the.”

Clause 55, line 35, after “ procedure ” add “ and for p ro -' 
viding for the election of one member of 
such special Boards by persons working 
outside a factory or work-room.”

Clause 58, line 27, omit “ an ” and insert “ such.”
„ line 27, omit “ of such furniture.”
„ line 30, omit “ a n ” and insert “ such.”
„ line 30, omit “ of such furniture.”
„ line 34, omit “ an ” and insert “ such.”
„ line 34, omit “ of such furniture.”
„ line 41, omit “ includes” and insert “ means.” 

A fter clause 59 insert new- clause :—
E. The occupier of every building or place where on 

the coming into operation of this A ct any laundry 
work is carried on for gain shall forward annually 
to the Chief Inspector at such time and in such 
form as may be prescribed a notice giving his full 
name and address, and the occupier of any build
ing or place where for the first time after the 
coming into operation of this A ct any laundry 
work is carried on for gain shall within fourteen 
days after such work has first been carried on 
give such notice as aforesaid and shall forward 
such notice annually at the prescribed time.

Any person convicted of a contravention of this 
section- shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
Two pounds.

The Chief Inspector shall keep a register of all 
laundries of which he has received notice as pro-* 
vided in this section.

"Agreed to with the follow
ing amendment :—A t end 
of clause add the following 
proviso— “ Provided that 
no such suspension shall 
authorize the sale or offer
ing for sale or exposure for 
sale of any goods the deal
ing in which would under 
the provisions of such sec
tion necessitate the closing 
of such shop.”

Disagreed with.

Agreed to with the following 
amendment : — Line 7, 
omit “ thereof ” and insert 
“ of such Boards.”

Disagreed with.



Amendments made by the Legislative Council. How dealt with by the Legislative
Assembly.

46. Schedule, omit Schedule and insert new Schedule:—

S C H E D U L E .

Factories and Shops Acts.

In  compliance w ith  an application in w riting  under the 
provisions of the Factories and Shops A cts, and after due 
inquiry, I, the  Chief Inspector, do hereby suspend the 
operation of the first clause of section th irty  of the Principal 
A ct and of section tw enty-four of the  Factories and  Shops \
A c t  1896 in the

W o r k - r o o m s  o f

for a period of weeks from the ,
upon the following express conditions, th a t is to say :—

1. T h a t no person or persons shall employ in the said
factory or work-room s more than  females
and boys under the age of six teen years
for more than  forty-eight hours in any one week, and 
th a t the said females and
boys under the  age of sixteen years shall not be 
em ployed for more than  fifty-four hours in any one 
week, nor for more than  three hours beyond the ordi
nary w orking hours in any one day, in  preparing or 
m anufacturing articles for trade or sale.

2. T h a t every boy under the age of six teen years and
every female (if any) so employed shall receive not 
less than  per week for each week during
w hich she or he w orks overtime and, in addition, each 
w age-w orker shall be paid for such overtim e a t the 
rate of tim e and a half, and each piece-worker shall 
be paid Threepence per hour for overtime in addition 
to ordinary earnings by piece-work.

3. T h a t every boy under the age of sixteen years and
every female shall receive Sixpence tea  money each 
evening he or she works overtime.

4. T h a t none of such females or boys shall be so em
ployed for more than  fo rty-eigh t hours in any one 
w eek w ithout the ir consent.

5. T h a t a copy of th is O rder be kep t conspicuously and
continually posted in such factory or work-room  for 
the  inform ation of all concerned.

G iven under my hand, a t M elbourne, the day of
, 189 .

Chief Inspector.

Am endm ent 1 , after debate, insisted on.
A m endm ents made by Legislative A ssem bly in am endm ents 2  and 3 agreed to.
T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the words “ w here two or more persons are working ” be 

inserted after the word “ laundry ” in am endm ent 4,
D ebate ensued.
Question—p u t and negatived.
T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Council do not insist on am endm ent 4.
Question— put.
T h e  Council divided.

Noes, 15.
T he Hon. J .  Balfour 

J .  Bell 
F . Brown 
J .  C. Campbell 
S. W . Cooke 
N . F itzG erald
F . S. G rim w ade 
D . E . M cBryde
D . M elville 
W . P i t t  
J .  Service 
S ir A . Snowden 
N . Thornley.

Tellers.
T he Hon. J .  I I . A bbott 

J .  II . Connor.

A nd so it passed in the negative.

T he  Hon. Sir W .’j .  Clarke, B art.
H . C uthbert 
G. Davis 
S. F raser 
G . G odfrey 
C. J .  H am  
W . M cCulloch 
J .  M. P ra t t
L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood 
J .  A . W allace 
W. I .  W in ter-Irv ing .

Tellers.

E. J .  Croolce 
T . D . W anliss.

A greed to w ith  the following 
a m e n d m e n ts .«— Line 5 , 
omit “ Chief Inspector ”  
and insert “ C hief Secre
tary  of Victoria, being the 
responsible M inister for 
the time being administer
ing the A c t” ; line 9, 

>■ before “ W ork-rooms ” in
sert “ F actory  o r ” ; line
18, om it “ fifty-four” ; line
19, omit “ th re e ” ; line 23, 
omit “ (if a n y )” ; line 25, 
omit “ she or,” and after 
“ he ”  insert “ or sh e ” ; in 
the last line omit “ Chief 
Inspector ” and insert 
“ Chief Secretary .”
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Amendment 5, after debate, insisted on.
Amendments made by Legislative Assem bly in amendm ent 6  agreed to.
Amendment 7, after debate, insisted on.
Amendment made by L egislative Assem bly in amendm ent 8  agreed to.
Amendment 9, after debate, insisted on.
Amendm ent 10 insisted on.
Amendment 11 not insisted on.
Amendment 12, after debate, insisted on.
Amendments 13 to 16 inclusive, after debate, not insisted on.
Amendment 17 insisted on.
Amendment made by Legislative Assem bly to insert “ and in any factory or work-room where any 

person whosoever is em ployed”  before “ in ,”  in amendment 18, disagreed with, but consequential 
amendment agreed to.

Amendment 19 not insisted on.
Amendments made by Legislative Assembly in amendm ent 20  agreed to.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat the Council do not insist on amendments 21 and 2 2 .
Debate ensued.
Question— put.
The Council divided.

And so it passed in the negative.
Am endment 23, after debate, not insisted on.
Amendment 24, after debate, insisted on.
Amendment 25, after debate, not insisted on.
Amendments made by Legislative Assem bly in am endm ents 26 and 27 agreed to.
Amendments 28 to 30 inclusive not insisted on.
The H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the Council agree to the amendment made by the Legislative

Assembly in amendment 31.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood moved, as an amendment, T hat the word “ exclusively ”

be omitted from the amendment made by the Legislative Assembly.
Question— T h a t the word proposed to be om itted stand part of the amendment— put and negatived.
Amendment made by the Legislative Assem bly, as so amended, -agreed to.
Amendments made by Legislative Assem bly in amendment 32 agreed to.
Amendments 33, 34, and 35, after debate, not insisted on.
Am endm ent made by Legislative Assem bly in amendment 36 agreed to.
Am endm ent 37, after debate, insisted on.
Amendments 38 to 44 inclusive not insisted on.
Amendm ent 45 insisted on.
Amendments made by Legislative Assem bly in amendment 46 agreed to.
Ordered— T h a t th e  Bill be returned to the L egislative Assem bly w ith a M essage acquainting them 

th a t the  L egislative Council do not insist on some of their amendments disagreed w ith by the 
Legislative A ssem bly, do insist on other of the said amendments, have agreed to some of the amend
m ents made by the Legislative Assembly on amendments of the Legislative Council, have disagreed 
w ith one of such amendments, and have agreed to one amendment w ith an amendment, and 
requesting their concurrence therein.

5. C o m p a n i e s  A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m e n d m e n t  B i l l  (N o. 2).— The Order of the Day for the 
second reading of this Bill having been read— the Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T hat this Bill be 
now read a second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the  affirmative.— Bill read a second time.
The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t this B ill be now committed to a Committee of the whole.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
And, on the fu rther motion of the H onorable IT. C uthbert, the President left the C haii, and the 

Council resolved itself into Committee.
The President resumed the Chair ; and the H onorable F . Brown reported th a t the Committee had 

gone through the  B ill and agreed to the same w ith amendments.
Ordered— T h at the Bill, as amended, be printed, and taken into consideration on Tuesday next.

Ayes, 11. 
The Hon. H . C uthbert 

S. F raser

Noes, 16. 
T he Hon. J .  B ell

F . B row n 
J .  C. Campbell 
N. F itzG erald  
D. H am  
N . Levi
D. M elville
E . M iller 
J .  M . P ra t t  
J .  Service
Sir A . Snowden 
N. Thornley 
J .  A . W allace 
T . D. W anliss.

G. Godfrey 
F . S. Grimwade
C. J .  H am  
W . M cCulloch
Lieut.-C ol. Sir F . T . Sargood
S. W illiamson 
W , I . W inter-Irv ing.

Tellers.

■J. Balfour
E . J .  Crooke.

Tellers.

D. E . M cBryde 
W . P itt .



6 . M essage  from  t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— T he President announced the receipt of the following 
M essage from the  L egisla tive A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e s id e n t —

T he L eg isla tive A ssem bly re tu rn  to the L egislative Council the B ill intituled “ A n  Act to 
amend the 6 Factories and Shops A ct 1890 ’ and fo r  other purposes,” and acquaint the Legislative 
Council th a t the L egisla tive A ssem bly insist on d isagreeing w ith some of the amendments in such 
B ill insisted on by the L egisla tive Council, th a t they  do not insist on disagreeing w ith one of such 
am endm ents, and have m ade certain  consequential am endm ents, w ith  w hich they desire the con
currence of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
Speaker.

L egislative Assem bly,
M elbourne, 28th  F ebruary , 1896.

O rdered— T h a t the foregoing M essage be taken  into consideration on Tuesday next. .

7. M essa g e  from  t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A sse m b l y .— T he P resid en t announced the receipt of the following
M essage from the L egisla tive A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T h e  L egisla tive A ssem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a M essage from H is Excel
lency the G overnor recom m ending an am endm ent in the Bill in titu led  “ A n Act to further amend 
the L aw  relating to the Victorian R a i l w a y s and acquaint the Legislative Council th a t the Legis
lative Assem bly have agreed to the said am endm ent recommended by H is Excellency the Governor 
in th is B ill, w ith  w hich they desire the concurrence of the L egisla tive Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egislative A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 28 th  F ebruary , 1896.

B R A S S E Y ,
Governor. Message.

P u rsu an t to the  provisions of section 36 of The Constitution Act, the G overnor transm its to 
the L egisla tive Assem bly, for the ir consideration, the  following am endm ent w hich he desires to be . 
made in the  Bill in titu led  “ A n  A ct to further amend the L aw  relating to the Victorian Railways ” :—

In  clause 13, second line of sub-clause (4), after “ fo r” omit “ th e .”
G overnm ent House,

M elbourne, 28 th  February , 1896.

On the m otion of the H onorable I I .  C uthbert the Council agreed to the am endm ent recommended by 
H is E xcellency th e  G overnor, and ordered a M essage to be transm itted  to the  Legislative Assembly 
acquain ting  them  therew ith .

8 . P o stpo nem ent  of O r d e r s  of t h e  D a y .— Ordered, T h a t th e  consideration of the following Orders
of the D ay be postponed until T uesday n e x t :—

Post Office A ct 1890 Amendment B ill— To he further considered in Committee.
L and  Acts Amendment B ill— To he fu rther considered in Committee.
Companies A c t Amendment B i l l— Message fro m  Legislative Assembly— To he taken into con

sideration.

9. S e ssio nal  O r d er  S u s p e n d e d .— T he H onorable I I . C u th b ert moved, by leave, T h a t the  Sessional
O rder appointing half-past F our o’clock as the hour of m eeting for T uesday be suspended, and that 
the  Council do meet oh T uesday n ex t a t T hree o’clock.

Q uestion—put and resolved in the  affirmative.

A nd then  the Council, a t th irty-five m inutes past eleven o’clock, adjourned un til T uesday next.

G E O R G E  II . J E N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 64.

TUESDAY, 3 r d  MARCH, 1 8 9 6 .

Government Business.
Orders of t h e  D a y  :—

1. F actories a n d  S h o ps  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l — M essage  from L eg isl a t iv e  A ssem bly—
To be taken  into consideration.

2. Co m panies A ct 1890 fu r t h e r  A m endm ent  B ill  (N o. 2 )— Consideration of R eport.
3. P ost O ffic e  A ct 1890 A mendm ent  B il l — To be fu rther considered in  Committee.

General Business.
Orders  of t h e  D a y ,:—

1 . L and  A cts A m endm ent  B il l — To be further considered in Committee.
2. Co m panies A ct A m endm ent  B il l — M essag e  from  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly— To be tak en  into

consideration.
G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,

Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.
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No. 65.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

TUESDAY, 3 r d  MARCH, 1896.
1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. P aper .— The following Paper, pursuant to the directions of-an A ct of Parliament, was laid upon
the Table by the Clerk :—

Income T ax  A ct 1895.—Regulations.— Schedules amended.

5. P etition .— The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir P . T. Sargood presented a Petition from F. W. Poolman,
styling himself President of the Victorian Chamber of Manufactures, praying that the Council 
would insist on their amendments in clauses 16, 19, and 24 of the Factories and Shops A ct 1890 
Amendment Bill.

Petition read, and ordered to lie on the Table.

6. D istinguished  V isito r .— The Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, That a chair be provided on the floor of
the Council Chamber for the Honorable Sir Edward Braddon, K.C.M .G., Premier of the Colony of 
Tasmania.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

7. F actories and S hops A ct 1890 A mendment B ill .—The Order of the Day for the consideration of
the amendments made and insisted on by the Legislative Council in this Bill, and disagreed with by 
the Legislative Assembly or agreed to with amendments, having been read—the said amendments 
were read, and are as follow:—
Amendments made by the Legislative Council. How dealt with.

1. Clause 3, lines 7-9, omit “ other 
than a Chinese or in which 
any one or more Chinese per
sons is or.” .

Disagreed with by 
Assembly, insisted 
on by Council.

Disagreement insisted on by 
Assembly.

Disagreement insisted on by As
sembly w ith the following con
sequential amendment:—A t the 
end of the clause add—“ P ro
vided that the word 6 laundry ’ 
shall not be deemed to include 
any institution or place in 
which the only persons em
ployed are—

2 . Clause 3, line 30, omit “ laun
dry or.”

Disagreed with by 
Assembly, insisted 
on by Council.

(a) Inmates of any prison
reformatory or indus
trial school, or other 
institution for the time 
being subjectto inspec
tion under any Act 
other than the Fac
tories A ct; or

(b) Inmates of an institution
conducted in good faith 
for religious or chari
table purposes.”

3. C lause 4, om it this clause.
Disagreed w ith by 

Assembly, insisted 
on by Council.

Disagreement insisted on by As- 
. sembly.



4. C lause 16, omit th is clause.
D isagreed w ith by 

A ssem bly, insisted 
on by Council.

7.

Clause 19, omit this clause.
Clause 24, line 3, before “ N o ” 

insert “  E x cep t as in 
th is section provided.” 

„  line 6 , a fter sub
clause ( 1 ) insert new 
sub-c lause:—

( la )  In  order to m eet an  u n 
foreseen press of w ork any occu
pier o f a factory  m ay employ 
any boy under six teen  years of

/ Disagreem ent insisted on by A s
sembly, w ith  the following con
sequential amendments :— Lines 
1 9 -2 3 , omit “ a w ritten permit to 
work, during such period as is 
specified therein, outside a factory 
or work-room in wholly or partly 
preparing or manufacturing ar
ticles for trade or sale, and unless 
such perm it is in force at the 
time of such preparing or manu
fac tu rin g /’ and insert “ Certificate 
th a t the situation of the premises 
in w hich such material is to be 
wholly or partly  prepared or 
m anufactured has been registered 
by the Chief Inspector omit 
sub-section (2 ) and insert:— “ (2 ) 
No such certificate of registration 
shall be given to any male appli
cant unless and until proof be 
furnished to the satisfaction of 
the Chief Inspector th a t such 
male applicant is prevented by 
domestic duties or bodily affliction 
from working inside a factory or 
work-room. T he C hief Inspector 
shall give such certificate of re
g istration to every female appli
cant who furnishes him such 
applicant’s full name and address 
and such particulars as may be 
prescribed. T he holder of any 
such certificate of registration 
shall for the purposes of section 
eleven of the P rincipal A ct and 
section nineteen of the Principal 
A c t as amended by this A ct be 
deemed to be the occupier of 
a factory or work-room. P ro 
vided th a t any certificate of 
registration shall only continue 
in force during such tim e as the 
person named therein  resides on 
the  premises described in such 
certificate sub-section (3), line 
31, omit “ p e rm it” and insert 
“  certificate ” ; sub-section (4), 
lines 38-9 , omit “ either directly 
or indirectly ” ; line 42, omit 
“ or who receives or has in his 
possession custody or control for 
the purposes of trade or sale or 
who sells or exposes or offers for 
sale any articles prepared in con
travention of such provisions ” ; 
line 46, omit “  T w enty ”  and 
insert “ Five ” ; line 46, after 
“ second ”  insert “ or subse
quent ” ; page 7, lines 1-5, omit 
“ and for a th ird  or any subse
quent offence to imprisonment for 
any period not exceeding three 
months ; and the registration of 
the  factory or work-room of any 
occupier who is convicted under 
th is section of a third offence 
shall be forthw ith  cancelled by 
the Chief In spec to r” ; sub-section
(6 ), line 14, omit “ directly or 
indirectly .”

Disagreed w ith by 
A ssem bly, in
sisted on by 
Council.

f D isagreem ent 
(  A ssem bly.

insisted on by



age or any girl over sixteen 
years of age or any woman 
for not more than fifty-four 
hours in one week subject to 
the following conditions:—

(a)

(*)

0 )

(d )

8 . Clause

The ordinary daily 
hours of work shall 
not be exceeded on 
more than two days 
in any one week.
The ordinary- daily 
hours of work shall 
not be exceeded on 
more than th irty  days 
in any twelve months.

Notice of having 
availed himself of 
the provisions of this 
sub-section shall be 
given to the Chief 
Inspector w ithin 
twenty-four hours 
and a copy thereof 
be a fluxed in the fac
tory or work-room.
The occupier of the 
factory or work-room 
shall keep a record of 
every day and week 
in which he avails 
himself of the pro
visions of this sub
section and a copy of 
such record for twelve 
months back shall 
be kept constantly 
affixed in legible 
characters in some 
conspicuous place 
where it  may be 
easily read by the 
persons employed in 
the factory.

Paym ent for overtime 
and tea money shall 
be made for each day 
on which the occu
pier of a factory avails 
himself of the provi
sions of this sub
section a t the rate 
prescribed in the 
Schedule to this Act.

27, line 33, 
“ Chinese.”

Disagreed w ith by 
\ Assembly, in 

sisted on by 
Council.

omit

Disagreement
Assembly.

insisted on by

9. Clause 27, line 34, after “ em
ployed insert “ in preparing 
or m anufacturing or partly 
preparing or manufacturing 
any article of furniture.”

r A greed to by Assembly with th e ' 
following amendment;—Before 
“ in ” insert “ and in any factory 
or work-room where any person 
whosoever is employed ” ; and 
w ith the following consequen
tial am endm ent:— Lines 34 
and 35, omit “ (whether in 
working on his own account or 
behalf or in working for hire 
or reward either directly or 
indirectly).”

Consequential amendment agreed 
to, but amendment to insert 
“ and in any factory or work
room where any person whoso
ever is employed ” before “ in ” 
disagreed w ith by Council.

[Ao£ dealt with by A s
sembly on the 28th 
February.]



1 0 . Clause 32, omit th is clause.
1 1 . Clause 33, om it th is clause.

1 2 . C lause 51, line 22, after 
“ accordingly” add “ N oth ing   ̂
in th is section shall apply  ̂  
to carters or porters.”

D isagreed w ith  by 
Assem bly, insisted 
on by Council.

A greed to by A ssem -' 
bly w ith the follow
ing am endm en t: —
A fter “  to ” insert 
“ persons employed 
exclusively a s / ’ 
agreed to by Coun
cil w ith the omission 
of “ exclusively.”

D isagreem ent
A ssem bly.

Omission of “ exclusively” agreed 
to by A ssem bly, and “ p rin 
cipally ” inserted.

D isagreed w ith  by 
A ssem bly, insisted 
on by Council.

13. C lause 55, line 35, a f t e r '
“ procedure ” add “ and for 
providing for the election of 
one member of such special 
Boards by persons w orking 
outside a factory  or w ork
room.”

14. A fte r  clause 59 insert new 
clause :—

E . T he occupier of every build
ing or place w here on the  coming 
into operation of th is A ct any laun
dry w ork is carried on for gain 
shall forw ard annually  to the Chief 
Inspector a t such time and in 
such form as m ay be prescribed 
a notice g iv ing  his full nam e and 
address, and the occupier of any >- 
building or place w here for the 
first tim e after the com ing into 
operation of this A ct any laundry 
work is carried on for gain shall 
w ith in  fourteen days after such 
w ork has first been carried on 
give such notice as aforesaid 
and shall forward such notice 
annually  a t the prescribed time.

A ny  person convicted of a con
travention  of th is section shall be 
liable to a penalty  not exceeding 
Tw o pounds.

T he C hief Inspecto r shall keep 
a register o f all laundries of w hich 
he has received notice "as p ro 
vided in th is section.

T he H onorable H . C u thbert moved, T h a t th e  Council do
D ebate ensued.
Question— put.
T h e  Council divided.

A yes, 22.
T he  H on. J .  Balfour 

J .  B ell 
T . B runton 
J .  0 . Campbell 
S ir W . J .  C larke, B art.
J .  H . Connor 
S. W . Cooke 
H . C uthbert 
D r. W . H . E m bling 
N . F itzG erald  
F . S. G rim w ade
C. J .  H am
D. E . M cBryde 
W . M cCulloch 
W . P i t t  
J .  M. P ra t t
L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood 
J .  Service 
S ir A . Snowden 
W . I . W in te r-Irv ing .

Tellers.
S. A ustin  
T . D . W anliss.

A nd so i t  w as resolved in the  affirm ative.

D isagreem ent
A ssem bly.

insisted on by

not now insist on am endm ent 1 .

Noes, 11. 
T he Hon. J .  H . A bbott

F . B row n 
T . D ow ling 
S. F raser
G. Godfrey
D . H am  
N. Levi
E . M orey
J .  A . W allace.

Tellers.
E . J .  Crooke 
D. M elville.



The Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, T hat the word “ A c t” after “ Factories,” in the amendment of 
the Legislative Assembly in amendment 2, be omitted w ith a view to insert in place thereof the 
words “ and Shops A cts.”

Question— T hat the word proposed to be omitted stand part of the amendment—put and negatived.
Question—T hat the words proposed to be inserted in place of the word omitted be so inserted—put 

and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, T hat the Council do not now insist on amendment 2, and agree to 

the consequential amendment made by the Legislative Assembly as so amended.
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Amendment 3, after debate, still insisted on.
The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, T h a t the Council do not now insist on amendment 4, and agree 

to the consequential amendments made by the Legislative Assembly.
Debate ensued.
Question— put.
The Council divided.

Ayes, 8 .
The Hon. E . J .  Crooke 

H . C uthbert 
Dr. W . H . Embling 
S. Fraser 
C. J .  Ham  
W. McCulloch.

Tellers.
T. Brunton 
G. Godfrey.

Noes, 25.
The Hon. J .  H. A bbott

S. A ustin  
J .  Balfour 
J .  Bell 
F . Brown
Sir W. J .  Clarke, Bart.
J .  H . Connor
S. W. Cooke 
T . Dowling 
N . FitzG erald
F . S. Grimwade 
D. Ham  
N. Levi
D. E . M cBryde 
*D. Melville
E. Morey 
J .  M. P ra tt
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood 
J .  Service 
Sir. A . Snowden 
J .  A . Wallace 
T . D. W anliss 
W . I .  W inter-Irving.

Tellers.
J .  C. Campbell 
W . P itt.

And so it passed in the negative.
Amendments 5, 6 , and 7, after debate, still insisted on.
Amendment 8  not now insisted on.
The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h at a M essage be sent to the Legislative Assembly calling their 

attention to the fact th a t amendment 9  had not yet been dealt w ith by them.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Amendments 1 0  and 1 1 , after debate, still insisted on.
On the motion of the  Honorable H. C uthbert the Council agreed to the amendment made by the 

Legislative Assembly in amendment 1 2 .
Amendment 13, after debate, still insisted on.
Amendment 14, after debate, not now insisted on.
Ordered—T hat the Bill be returned to the Legislative Assembly with a Message acquainting them 

that the Legislative Council do not now insist on some of their amendments disagreed with by the 
Legislative Assembly, tha t they still insist on other of the said amendments, have agreed to the 
consequential amendments made by the Legislative Assembly w ith an amendment, and desiring their 
concurrence therein, and calling attention to one amendment not dealt w ith by the Legislative 
A ssembly.

M essa g e  from  H is  E x c e l l e n c y  t h e  G o v er n o r .—The following Message from His Excellency the 
Governor was presented by the Honorable H. Cuthbert, and the same was read by the Honorable 
the President :— «

V ic t o r ia .
B R A S S E Y , __ ^

Governor. Message No. 16.
The Governor informs the Legislative Council that he has, on this day, at the Government 

Offices, given the Royal A ssent to the undermentioned A cts of the present Session, presented to 
him by the Clerk of the Parliam ents, v iz .:—

“ An Act to amend the ‘ Theatres Act 1890.’ ” }J
“ A n  A ct to regidate the Weights to he carried on certain Vehicles and fo r  other purposes.
“ A n  Act relating to Disease affecting Vegetation.”



9. M e s s a g e  fr o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T he P residen t announced th e  receipt o f the  following 
M essage from the L egisla tive A ssem bly :—

M r. P r e s i d e n t —

T he L egisla tive A ssem bly transm it to the Legislative Council a M essage from H is Excellency 
the G overnor recommending an am endm ent in the  B ill in titu led  “ A n  A ct to enable Victoria to 
take part in  the fram ing acceptance and enactment o f a Federal Constitution fo r  Australasia ,” and 
acquaint th e  L eg isla tive  Council th a t the L egisla tive Assem bly have agreed to the said amendment 
recommended by H is E xcellency  the G overnor in th is  B ill, w ith  w hich they desire the  concurrence 
of the Legislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egisla tive A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 3rd M arch, 1896.

B R A S S E Y ,
Governor. Message.

P u rsu an t to the  provisions of section 36 of The Constitution A ct, the  G overnor transm its to 
the L egisla tive Assem bly, for the ir consideration, the  follow ing amendment, w hich he desires to be 
made in  the B ill in titu led  “ A n  A ct to enable Victoria to take part in the fram ing acceptance and enact
ment o f  a Federal Constitution fo r  A ustra la sia ” :*—

Clause 42, in th ird  line o f clause, omit “ and,” substitu te “ of receiving and recording the vote of 
any person who a ttends a t the  place of polling on the day appointed for the election, and 
who through no default on his part has been unable to record his vote during the hours 
fixed for such purpose and of.”

G overnm ent Offices,
28 th  F ebruary , 1896.

On the  motion of the H onorable H . C u thbert the Council, after debate, agreed to the amendment 
recommended by H is E xcellency  the  G overnor, and ordered a M essage to be transm itted to the 
L egislative A ssem bly acquainting  them  therew ith.

10. M e s s a g e  fr o m  t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A s s e m b l y .— T h e P resid en t announced the receipt of the following 
M essage from the  Legislative A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative A ssem bly transm it to the L egislative Council a M essage from H is Excellency 
the Governor recom m ending am endm ents in the B ill in titu led  “ A n  A ct to encourage the Establishment 
o f  the Sugar Beet Industry  in V ictoria” and acquaint the L egisla tive Council th a t the Legislative 
A ssem bly have agreed to the  several am endm ents recommended by H is E xcellency  the Governor in 
th is B ill, w ith  w hich they  desire th e  concurrence of the  L egislative Council.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,
L egisla tive A ssem bly, Speaker.

M elbourne, 3rd M arch, 1896.

B R A S S E Y ,
Governor. Message.

P u rsu an t to the  provisions of section 36 of The Constitution A c t, the  Governor transm its to 
the  L egislative A ssem bly, for their consideration, the  following am endm ents which he desires to be 
made in the  B ill in titu led  “ A n  A ct to encourage the Establishment o f  the Sugar Beet Industry in 
Victoria” :—

In  clause 38, lines 2 -4 , om it “ for all or any of the following purposes :—■(«) G enera lly /’ sub
stitu te  “ as are necessary.”

In  the F irs t Schedule, omit “ 1895,” substitu te  “ 1896.”

G overnm ent Offices,
28 th  February , 1896.

On the motion of the H onorable W . M cCulloch the Council agreed to the several amendments recom
mended by H is E xcellency  the  G overnor, and ordered a M essage to be transm itted to the 
L egislative A ssem bly acquain ting  them  therew ith .

11. D is c h a r g e  o f  O r d e r  o f  t h e  D a y .— On the  m otion of the H onorable H . C uthbert the following Order 
of the D ay was read and discharged :—

Companies A ct 1890 fu rther Amendment B ill  {No. 2 )— Consideration o f  Report.



12. Com panies A ct 1890 fu r t h e r  A m endm ent  B ill  ( N o. 2 ).— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, 
T h a t th is Bill be recommitted to a Com m ittee of the w hole for the reconsideration of clauses 48, 
49, 51, 56, and proposed new clauses.

Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.

And, on the further motion of the  H onorable H . C uthbert, the  P residen t left the Chair, and the 
Council resolved itself into Committee.

T he President resumed the C hair ; and the H onorable F . Brown reported th a t th e  Committee had 
reconsidered clauses 48, 49, 51, 56, and proposed new clauses, and agreed to the same w ith 
amendments.

T he  Honorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the  R eport from the Com m ittee of the whole be 
taken into consideration th is day.

Question— put and resolved in the affirm ative.

On the motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the R eport from the Committee of 
the whole on this Bill.

A nd, on the further motion of the H onorable H. C uthbert, the  B ill was read a th ird  time and 
passed.

The H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the following be the title  o f the B i l l :—

“ A n  A ct to fu r th e r  amend the ( Companies A ct 1890.’ ”

Question— p u t and resolved in  th e  affirmative.

Ordered— T h at the B ill be returned to the Legislative Assem bly w ith  a M essage acquainting them  th a t 
the Legislative Council have agreed to the same w ith  am endm ents, and requesting their concurrence 
therein.

13. P ost Office  A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l .— T he O rder of the D ay for the further consideration of
th is B ill in Committee of the  whole having been read— the P resident le ft the  Chair, and the 
Council resolved itse lf  into Committee.

T he P residen t resumed the  C hair; and the Honorable F . Brow n reported th a t the Committee had 
gone through the B ill and agreed to the same w ith  Amendments.

T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the R eport from the Committee of the whole be 
taken into consideration th is day.

Question— put and resolved in th e  affirmative.

T he Honorable J .  C. Cam pbell moved, T h a t th is B ill be recom m itted to a Committee of the  whole 
for the  reconsideration of clause 8 .

D ebate ensued.

M otion, by leave, w ithdraw n.

On the  motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert the Council adopted the R eport from the Committee of 
the whole on th is  B ill.

And, on the fu rther motion of the H onorable H . C uthbert, the  B ill was read a th ird  time and passed.
T h e  H onorable H . C uthbert moved, T h a t the  follow ing be the title  of the B i l l :—

“ An Act to amend the (Post Office Act 1890 ’ and fo r  other purposes.”
Question— put and resolved in the  affirmative.
Ordered— T h a t the B ill be returned to the L egislative Assembly w ith  a M essage acquainting them 

th a t the  L egislative Council have agreed to the same w ith  am endments, and requesting their con
currence therein.

14. M essag e  from  t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly .— T he P resident announced the receipt o f  the following
M essage from  the  L egisla tive A ssem b ly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he L egisla tive A ssem bly re tu rn  to ,the  Legislative Council the B ill in titu led  “ A n  Act to 
amend the ‘ Factories and Shops Act 1890 ’ and fo r  other purposes,” and acquaint the  Legislative 
Council th a t the Legislative A ssem bly do not now insist on disagreeing w ith  some of the  amend
ments in  such Bill s till insisted on by the Legislative Council, th a t they have agreed to the conse
quential am endm ent made by th e  L egislative Council in clause 3, th a t they  do not now insist on 
disagreeing w ith another of such am endm ents, bu t have made a consequential amendment, and do 
still insist on disagreeing w ith  other am endm ents still insisted on by the Legislative Council, but 
have made consequential am endm ents in one of such amendments, w ith  w hich they desire the  
concurrence of th e  Legislative Council. T he L egislative A ssem bly also acquaint the Legislative 
Council th a t they insist on the ir am endm ent in clause 27, disagreed w ith  by the L egislative Council, 
and w ith  w hich disagreem ent the L egislative A ssem bly omitted to deal in considering the M essage 
of the  Legislative Council of the  28th  ultimo.

G R A H A M  B E R R Y ,

L egislative A ssem bly, Speaker.



Amendments made by the Legislative Council.
\

1. C lause 16, omit th is  clause.

D i s a g r e e d  
w ith  by A s
sembly, in- •{ 
sisted on by 
Council.

D isagreem ent insisted on by A s
sembly, w ith  th e  following con
sequential am endm ents :— Lines 
19-23, om it “  a w ritten  perm it to 
w ork, during such period as is 
specified therein, outside a factory 
or w ork-room  in w holly or partly  
preparing or m anufacturing a r
ticles for trade or sale, and unless 
such perm it is in force a t the 
tim e of such preparing or m anu
fac tu ring ,” and insert “ Certificate 
th a t  the  situation of the premises 
in w hich such m aterial is to be 
w holly or p a rtly  prepared or 
m anufactured has been registered 
by the C hief Inspecto r ” ; omit 
sub-section (2 ) and in s e r t :— “ (2 ) 
N o such certificate of reg istra tion  
shall be given to any  male appli
cant unless and un til proof be 
furnished to the  satisfaction of 
th e  C hief Inspector th a t such 
m ale applicant is prevented by 
dom estic duties or bodily affliction 
from w orking inside a factory  or 
w ork-room . T h e  C hief Inspector 
shall give such certificate of re
g istra tion  to every fem ale appli
can t who furnishes him  such 
app lican t’s full nam e and address 
and such particu lars as may be 
prescribed. T he  holder of any 
such certificate of reg istration  
shall for the  purposes of section 
eleven of the  P rinc ipa l A ct and 
section nineteen of the  P rinc ipa l 
A c t as am ended by th is A c t be 
deemed to  be the  occupier of 
a  factory  or work-room. P ro 
vided th a t any certificate of 
reg istra tion  shall only continue 
in force during  such tim e as the 
person nam ed therein  resides on 
the prem ises described in such 
certificate ” ; sub-section (3), line 
31, omit “ perm it ” and insert 
“ certificate ”  ; sub-section (4), 
lines 3 8 -9 , om it “ either directly 
or indirectly  ” ; line 42, omit 
“ or w ho receives or has in his 
possession custody or control for 
the purposes of trade or sale or 
who sells or exposes or offers for 
sale any articles prepared in con
travention  of such provisions ” ; 
line 46, omit “ T w enty  ” and 
in sert “ F iv e ” ; line 46, after 
“ second ” insert “ or subse
quent ”  ; page 7, lines 1 -5 , omit 
“ and for a th ird  or any subse
quen t offence to im prisonm ent for 
any period not exceeding three 
m onths ; and the registration of 
the  factory  or work-room  of any 
occupier w ho is convicted under 
th is  section of a  th ird  offence 
shall be fo rthw ith  cancelled by 
the  C hief In sp ec to r” ; sub-section 
(6 ) , line 14, omit “ directly  or 
ind irec tly .” J
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Amendments made by the Legislative ICouricil',
:l ' '

2 , Clause 24, line 3, before “ N o ” l 
in sert “ E x c e p t as j in this 
section provided.” j

3. C lause 24, line 6 , after sub
clause ( 1 ) in sert new  sub
clause :—

( la )  In  order to m eet an 
unforeseen press of w ork any 
occupier o f a  factory may 
em ploy any boy under s ix 
teen years of age or any g irl 
over six teen years of age or 
any  woman for not more 
th an  fifty-four hours in  one 
w eek subject to th e  follow
ing  conditions :—

(a) T h e  ordinary daily 
hours of w ork shall 
no t be exceeded on 
m ore than  tw o days 
in any one week.

( b)  T h e  ordinary  daily
hours of w ork shall 
not be exceeded on 
m ore th an  th ir ty  days 
in any tw elve m onths.

(c) N otice of having j
availed him self o f 
the  provisions of th is 
sub-section shall be 
g iven to  the  C hief 
In spec to r w ith in  
tw en ty -four hours 
and  a copy thereof 
be affixed in the fac
to ry  or work-room.

(d) T h e  occupier of the  
facto ry  or work-room 
shall keep a record of 
every  day and week 
in w hich he avails 
him self of the  pro
visions of th is  sub
section and a copy of 
such record for tw elve 
m onths back shall' 
be k ep t constantly  
affixed in legible 
characters in some 
conspicuous place 
w here it m ay be 
easily read by the 
persons em ployed in 
the  factory .

(e)  P ay m en t for overtim e
and tea money shall 
be m ade for each day 
on w hich th e  occu
pier of a factory  avails 
him self of the provi
sions of th is  sub
section a t the rate 
prescribed in> the 
Schedule to this A ct.

D isagreed w ith  
A ssem bly, 
sisted on 
Council.

by
in-
by

'  D isagreem ent in - 1

sisted on by j D isagreem ent 
<( Assem bly. s till insisted on
| S till insisted I by A ssem bly.L on by Council .J



4. C lause 27, line 34, a f te r  “ em 
ployed ”  in sert “  in  p reparing  
or m anufacturing  or partly  J  
p reparing  or m anufacturing  
any  artic le  of furn iture .”

A greed  to
sem bly w ith  the 
follow ing am end
m ent : — ' Before 
“  in  ” insert “ and 
in any  factory or 
w ork-room  w here 
any person w hoso
ever is em ployed ” ; 
and w ith  a conse
quen tia l am end
m ent in  lines 34 
and 35.

C onsequential am end
m ent agreed to, bu t 
am endm ent to in 
se rt “ and in  any 
factory  or w o rk 
room w here any 
person w hosoever is 
em ployed ” before 
“  in”disagreed w ith  
by  Council.

How dealt with, 
by As-"

A m endm ent to  insert “ and in any 
factory or work-room  w here any 
person whosoever is em ployed” 
insisted on by  A ssem bly.

5. C lause 32, om it th is  clause.
{ D isagreed w ith  by \ 

A ssem bly, insisted  < 
on by Council. J

( D isagreem ent in 
sisted on by 
A ssem bly. 
S till insisted 
on by  Council.

D isagreem ent 
still insisted on 
by  Assem bly 
w ith  the fol
low ing con- 
s e q u e n t i a l  
am endm ents : 
— P ag e  14, 
line 43, after 
“ s team ” omit 
“  -engine or ” ; 
line 44, after 
“ steam  ” omit 
“ - engine ”  ; 
page 15, line 
1 , before 
“ b o ile r” omit 
“ or ” ; line 8 , 
after “ s team ” 
om it “  -engine 
or ” ; line 1 2 , 
after “  steam ” 
om it “-engines 
o r ” ; line 13* 
after “ steam ” 
omit “ -engines 
or ” ; line 14, 
a fte r “  steam ” 
omit “  - en
gines )} ; line 
15, omit “ o r” ; 
line 33, after 
“  or ”  insert 
“  s t e a m  ” ; 
after “  boiler ” 
insert “ (as the 
case m aybe)” ; 
line 35, after 
“  vineyards ” 
insert “ gar
d en s” ; line 36, 

cream- 
add 

butter

after
eries
• or

L factories.”

6. Clause 33, omit this clause.

i
 D isagreem ent in- ^

sisted on by  /  D isagreem ent 
A ssem bly. I s till insisted

S till insisted (  on by Assem-
on by Coun- ^ bly.
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7. Clause 55, line 35, after 
“ procedure” add “ and for 
providing for the election of 
one member of such special 
Boards by persons working 
outside a factory or work
room.”

Disagreed w ith by 
Assembly, insisted- 
on by Council.

' D isagreement in
sisted on by 
Assembly. y 
Still insisted 1 

on by Council. |

Disagreement 
not now in
sisted on by 
A s s e m b l y  
w ith the fol
lowing conse- 
q u e n t  i a 1 

amendment:— 
A fter “ w ork
room ” add— 
“ I f  the num
ber of such out
side workers is 
greater than 
one-fifth of all 
the persons 
employed in 
the particular 
trade.”

The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T h at the Council do not now insist on amendment 1 , and agree to 
the consequential amendments made by the Legislative Assembly,

Debate ensued.
Question—put and negatived.
Amendments 2  and 3 still insisted on.
Amendment 4, disagreement w ith amendment made by the Legislative Assem bly not insisted on. 
Amendment o not now insisted on, and the consequential amendments made by the Legislative 

Assembly agreed to. °
Amendment 6  not now insisted on.
Amendment 7 not now insisted on, and the consequential' amendment made by the Legislative 

Assembly agreed to. b
° l er?dr T ^ a t th ® ? iU bex returned to the Legislative Assembly w ith a Message acquainting them 

th a t the Legislative Council still insist on some of their amendments in this Bill w ith which the 
Legislative Assembly still insist on disagreeing, tha t they do not now insist on other of such 
amendments, th a t they do not insist on disagreeing w ith an amendment of the Legislative Assembly 
°n the amendments of the Legislative Council, and have agreed to consequential amendments
made by the Legislative Assembly on certain amendments of the Legislative Council.

And then the Council, a t fifteen minutes past eleven o,c!ock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 65.

W EDNESDAY, 4 t h  MARCH, 1896.
General Business.

Or d e r s  of t h e  D a y .:—
1. L and  A cts A m en d m en t  B il l — T o be further considered in C om m ittee.
2. Co m pan ies  A ct A m end m ent  B il l — M essag e  from  L e g isl a t iv e  A sse m b l y— T o be taken in to

consideration.
G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,

Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED SINCE 2 8 t h  FEBRUARY, 1896.
Notices of M otion and O rders of th e  D ay. No. 65.
Companies B ill— [1 1 5 ]. (T o  M em bers of Council only.)
Factories and Shops A c t 1890 A m endm ent B ill.— A m endm ents m ade by the L eg isla tive  Council— H ow  

dealt w ith. (T o  M em bers of Conncil only.)

Notices of M otion and O rders of the  D ay. N o. 119. 
Second R eport of th e  P rin tin g  C om m ittee. D .— No. 6 .
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No. 66.

OF T H E

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

WEDNESDAY, 4 th  MARCH, 1 8 9 6 .

1. The Council met in accordance with adjournment.

2 . The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. L and A cts A mendment B il l .— The Order of the Day for the further consideration of this Bill in
Committee of the whole having been read— the President left the Chair, and the Council resolved 
itself into Committee.

The, President resumed the C h a ir ; and the Honorable F . Brown having reported that the Committee
had gone through the Bill and agreed to the same without amendment, the Council ordered the
Keport to be taken into consideration this day.

the motion honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood the Council adopted the Report from
the Committee of the whole on this Bill.

And, on the further motion of the Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood, the Bill was read a third
time and passed.

The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood moved, T hat the following be the title of the B i l l :—
An Act to extend the provisions o f the L and Acts with regard to the granting o f Leases and 

Licences.”
Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered T hat a M essage be transm itted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the 

Legislative Council have agreed to the Bill without amendment.

5. Companies A ct A mendment B il l .—'The Order of the Day for the consideration of the amendments
made by the Legislative Assembly in this Bill having been read— the said amendments were read, 
and are as follow :—

Clause 1 , line 6 , omit “ 1895 ” and insert “  1896.”
Insert the following new clause :—

3. For the purposes of section three of the Companies Act Amendment Act 1892, a company 
shall be deemed to be in course of being wound up when a petition for the winding up of the 
company has been presented, and the powers of th a t section shall apply not only as between 
the company and the creditors or any class thereof,- but as between the company and the 
members or any class thereof.

On the motion of the Honorable H . Cuthbert the Council agreed to the several amendments made by 
the Legislative Assembly in (his Bill, and ordered tha t a Message be transmitted to the Legislative 
Assembly acquainting them therewith.



6 . M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T h e P residen t announced the receipt of the following 
M essage from the L egislative A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The L egislative A ssem bly re turn  to the L egislative Council the Bill intituled “ A n Act to 
amend the ‘ Factories and Shops Act 1890 ’ and fo r  other purposes,” and acquaint the Legislative 
Council th a t the Legislative Assem bly still insist on disagreeing w ith  the omission of clause 16 
and on their consequential amendments in the said clause, and tha t they still insist on disagreeing 
w ith  the am endm ents insisted on by the  Legislative Council in clause 24. b

M elbourne, 4 th  M arch, 1896.
Ordered— T h a t the  foregoing M essage be taken  into consideration to-morrow.

7. M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y .— T he P residen t announced the receipt of the  following 
M essage from the L egislative A ssem bly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

T he Legislative A ssem bly re tu rn  to the Legislative Council the B ill intituled “ A n  Act to 
• further amend the ‘ Companies A ct 1 8 9 0 /” and acquaint the Legislative Council th a t the Legislative 

Assem bly have agreed to some of the  am endm ents made in such Bill by the Legislative Council and 
have disagreed w ith  others of the  said amendments, and have disagreed w ith  others of the said 
am endm ents w ith  certain  consequential am endm ents, w ith  w hich they desire the  concurrence of the 
L egislative Council.

Legislative A ssem bly,
F . C. M A SO N ,

D eputy Speaker.

Legislative A ssem bly,
M elbourne, 4 th  M arch, 1896.

Ordered— T h a t the  foregoing M essage be taken  into consideration to-morrow.

F . C. M A SO N , 
D eputy Speaker.

A nd then  the Council, a t eleven m inutes past nine o’clock, adjourned until to-morrow.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K I N S ,
Cleric o f the Legislative Council.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Notices o f Motion and Orders o f the Day.

No. 66.

THURSDAY, 5 t h  MARCH, 1 8 9 6 .
Question.

1. T he Hon. A . 0 .  S ach se  : To ask the  H onorable the  Solicitor-General if he has seen the new spaper
paragraphs and correspondence referring to the alleged unsafe condition of the  railw ays and rolling-
stock on the N orth -E astern  line ; and, if so, w ill the G overnm ent forthw ith  consider the  
advisability of referring the question to  the S tanding Com m ittee on R ailw ays for inquiry and 
report.

Government Business.
Or d e r s  of t h e  D ayi:—

1. F actories a nd  S ho ps A ct 1890 A mendment  B il l — Message  from L eg isl a t iv e  A ssembly—
To be taken  into consideration.

2. Com panies A ct 1890 f u r t h e r  A mendm ent  B ill  (N o. 2 )— M essage  from  L e g islative
A ssembly— T o be taken  into consideration.

G E O R G E  H . JE N K IN S ,
• Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

PARLIAMENTARY PAPERS ISSUED 4 t h  MARCH, 1 8 9 6 .

N otices of Motion and Orders of the D ay. No. 6 6 .
Companies A ct 1890 fu rther A m endm ent B ill.— Am endm ents of the L egislative Council— H ow dealt 

w ith by the L egislative Assem bly. (To M embers of Council only.)

Notices of Motion and Orders of the  Day. No. 120.
Factories and Shops B ill 1896.— N ew  clause and amended clause. (T o  M embers only.)



No. 67.

MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF T H E

LEG ISLA TIV E COUNCIL.

THURSDAY, 5 t h  MARCH, 1 8 9 6 .

1. The Council met in accordance w ith adjournment.

2. T he President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. P apers.— The following Papers, pursuant to the directions of an A ct of Parliam ent, were laid upon the
Table by the Clerk :—

W ater A ct 1890—
Benjeroop and M urrabit Irrigation  and W ater Supply T rust.— R ating Regulation.
Cohuna Irrigation  and W ater Supply T rust.— Regulation No. 12.
E as t Boort Irrigation and W ater Supply T ru st.— Rating Regulation.
M yall Irrigation  and W ater Supply T rust.— Rating Regulation. i

5. R ailw ays B ill— Co nference .— T he Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F .T . Sargood presented the Government
Shorthand W riter’s notes of the Conference held between the M anagers for the Legislative Council 
and for the Legislative Assembly on this Bill.

Ordered to lie on the Table, and to be printed.

6. F actories and S hops A ct 1890 A m endm ent  B il l .— The Order of the Day for the consideration
of the amendments made and insisted on by the L egislative Council in this Bill, and disagreed w ith 
by the Legislative Assembly, having been read—

The Honorable H . C uthbert moved, T ha t the  Council do still insist on their amendment to omit 
clause 16, but agree to the following new clause in place thereof :—

T. (1) E very person who outside a factory or work-room wholly or partly prepares or 
manufactures for trade or sale any articles of clothing or wearing apparel shall register with the 
Chief Inspector his full name and address and also from time to time register w ith the C hief 
Inspector any change in such address.

(2) E very  such person shall answer all questions put to him by an inspector as to the person 
for whom the articles are being prepared or manufactured and the price or rate to be paid to him 
therefor.

(3) In  th is section the expression “ clothing or wearing apparel ” includes boots and shoes.
(4) E very  person guilty of a -contravention of this section shall be liable to a penalty not 

■exceeding Ten shillings.
Dehate ensued.
The Honorable G. Davis moved, as an amendment, T h a t  all the words after the word “ apparel,” in 

line 2 , to  the word “ person,” in the first line of sub-clause (2 ), inclusive, he omitted.
Debate continued.
Question— T h at the  words proposed to be omitted stand part of the proposed new clause—put and 

negatived. 3
Ordered— T h at the proposed new clause be further amended by the omission from sub-clause (2 ) of 

the  words “ all questions ”  and the insertion of the words “ the tw o following questions which 
may be.”

Question— T h at the Council do still insist on their amendment to omit clause 16, but agree to the 
proposed new clause, as so amended, in place thereof— put and resolved in the affirmative.



T h e  Honorable L ieut.-Col. S ir F . T . Sargood moved, T h a t the Council do not now insist on their 
amendments in clause 24, disagreed w ith  by the L egislative A ssem bly, bu t agree to the following 
new  clause in place of clause 24 :—

Y. F or section th irty  of the  P rincipal A c t there shall be substituted the following section* 
namely :—

30. (1) E x cep t as in th is section provided no person shall employ or authorize or permit to 
be employed in any factory  or w ork-room  any person under the age of sixteen years or any woman 
or g irl for more th an  fo rty -e igh t hours in any one week or for more than  ten hours in any one day 
or later than  nine o’clock in the evening.

(2) In  order to m eet an  unforeseen press of w ork any occupier of a factory or work-room 
may employ any boy under six teen years of age or any g irl over sixteen years of age or any woman 
for not more th an  fifty-four hours in one week subject to the following conditions :—

(а) T he  ordinary daily hours of work shall not be exceeded on more than  one day in any
one week.

(б ) T he ordinary daily hours of w ork shall not be exceeded on more than  ten days in
any period of tw elve calendar m onths.

(c) N otice of having availed him self of the provisions of this sub-section shall be given
by the occupier of such factory or work-room to the Chief Inspector w ithin 
tw enty-four hours after the commencement of such ex tra  working and a copy 
thereof shall be affixed in the factory or work-room w ithin such period. The 
notice to the Chief Inspector shall be accompanied by a full statem ent signed by 
such occupier of the facts on w hich the occupier relies th a t such w orking was 
bona fide  for the purpose of m eeting an unforeseen press of w ork.

(d) T he  occupier of the factory or work-room shall keep a record of every day and week
in w hich he avails him self of the provisions of th is sub-section and a copy of such 
record for tw elve m onths back shall be kep t constantly affixed in  legible characters 
in some conspicuous place w here it may be easily read by the persons employed 
in the factory or work-room. »

(<?) P aym ent for overtim e and tea money shall be made for each day on which the 
occupier of a factory or work-room avails him self of the provisions of this 
sub-section at the  ra te  prescribed in the  Schedule to th is A ct.

( / )  No such boy g irl or woman shall be so employed w ithout his or her consent.
(</) I f  the Chief Secretary is not satisfied th a t such w orking was bona fide for the purpose 

of m eeting an unforeseen "press of w ork he shall give notice in w riting of such 
dissatisfaction to such occupier, and unless the occupier of such factory or work
room w ithin one m onth from such notice proves to the satisfaction of the Chief 
Secretary th a t such w orking was bond fide for such purpose the Chief Secretary 
shall direct the  C hief Inspector to make a record th a t such w orking was not 
bond fide for such purpose.

(Ji) I f  the C hief Secretary directs such record to be made in regard to any occupier of a 
factory  or work-room th ree  tim es w ith in  any period of tw elve calendar months 
such occupier shall not thereafter a t any tim e be entitled to avail himself of the 
provisions of th is sub-section.

(3) I f  any person offends against the provisions of th is section he shall for each and every 
contravention of th is section be liable on conviction to a penalty  for the  first offence of not more 
than  F ive pounds and for any subsequent offence of not less than Tw o pounds or more than  Tw enty 
pounds.

(4) In  order to m eet the  exigencies of trade the M inister after due inquiry and on payment 
of the prescribed fee may, if he th inks fit from tim e to tim e by a notification under his hand 
published in the Government Gazette, suspend the operation of th is section in any one or more fac
tories or work-rooms or in all factories or work-rooms of a particular description or for any particular 
trade or for any particular purpose of any particu lar trade. N o such suspension shall have any 
force or effect for more than  two m onths from the date of such notification, and in the event of any 
breach of the  conditions of such suspension the same may a t any tim e be revoked by the M inister 
by a notification under his hand posted to the  occupier of the  factory or work-room affected thereby 
and also published in the  Government Gazette.

D ebate ensued.
Question— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.
O rdered— T h a t the  B ill be returned to the Legislative A ssem bly w ith  a M essage acquainting them 

th a t the Legislative Council do still insist on their am endm ent to omit clause 16, bu t have agreed to 
a new clause in place thereof, and do not now insist on certain  amendments in clause 24, disagreed 
w ith  by the L egislative A ssem bly, bu t have proposed further am endm ents in the said clause, and 
desiring the ir concurrence therein.

7. C om panies A c t  1890 f u r t h e r  A m en d m en t B i l l  (N o . 2 ) .— T he O rder of the  D ay for the 
consideration of the  am endm ents made by the L egisla tive Council in th is B ill, and disagreed wit y 
the  L egisla tive A ssem bly or disagreed w ith  w ith certain  consequential amendments, having been 
read— the said am endm ents were read, and are as follow :—

Amendments made by the Legislative Council. How dealt with by the Legislative Assembly.
1 , C lause 30, line 1 9 ,'

a fte r “ wound
up }> insert 
“  w ithin one year 
after the  date of 
the  registration 
of such order and 
minute."

Disagreed w ith .



Amendments made by the Legislative Council.
'  Disagreed with,

2 . Clause 48, omit 
th is clause.

3. Clause 49, omit < 
this clause.

w ith  the following consequential amendments :— 
L ine 18, omit “ has ” and insert “  sh a ll” ; omit “ negligently ” and 
insert “ w ith gross negligence ” ; line 19, omit “ signed ” and insert 
“ sign?” omit “  issued ” and insert “ is s u e /’ omit “ caused ” and insert 
“ cau se" ; line 20, omit “ o r ” ; line 21, omit “ or oral” ; line 22, after 
the  first word “  w hich ” insert “ in the opinion of the court is calcu
lated to induce any person (w hether ascertained or not) to rely upon 
the tru th  thereof and which line 23, after “ such ” insert “  first- 
m entioned” ; line 26, after “  o f”  insert “ relying upon,”  and after 

I “ fa lse ” omit “ or m isleading.”
/  D isagreed w ith, w ith  the following consequential amendments :— 

Line 32, after “ shall ”  insert “ after the passing of this A ct ” ; 
line 34, omit “ or prom oters” ; line 41, omit “ a misdemeanour ” 
and insert “ an offence” ; line 42, after “ conviction” insert “ to 
a penalty not exceeding double the amount which the company 
has paid or is liable to pay for the property, and in default of pay
m ent of such penalty .” A dd the following new sub-section :—

(4) T h is section shall not apply to any sale or disposition in 
w riting  by any person of a business and the assets thereof of which 
he is the proprietor w holly or in part to any company hereafter 
formed for the purpose of purchasing or acquiring the same provided—

(a) I f  there be a prospectus th a t full particulars of such sale or 
disposition be disclosed in such prospectus ; or

(b) I f  there be no prospectus then that such sale or disposition 
shall be mentioned in the memorandum of association and 
full particulars thereof shall be disclosed in an instrum ent 
in w riting consenting thereto and signed by every share
holder of the company at the time the contract for such sale 
or disposition is entered into by the company.

T his section shall not apply to any sale or disposition where the 
purchase or acquisition by the company has been authorized by a 
special resolution of the company prior thereto, and where the notice 
of the  meeting a t w hich such resolution is passed contains full par
ticulars of such proposed sale and disposition.

F u ll particulars in this sub-section mean such particulars of the 
nature and effect of such sale or disposition and also all facts known 
to such person as are m aterial to be made known to enable every 
shareholder to form a judgm ent as to the expediency of the com
pany entering into a contract for such sale or disposition.

'  D isagreed w ith, w ith the  following consequential amendments in sub
clause (2 ) :— Line 2 , after “ u se” insert “ in the exercise of his powers 

J and duties,” after “ a n d ” insert “ su c h ” ; lines 2 and 3, omit “ in the
j exercise of his powers and duties,” and insert “ as in the same

circumstances he would exercise on his own b eh a lf” ; line 4, before 
“ neg lec t” insert “ gross.”

Clause 52, omit ) 
th is clause.

Clause 61, om it) -p..,t « i > Disagreed w ith,this clause. J °
Amendment 1 insisted on.
Amendments 2  to 6 , after debate, insisted on.
Ordered— T h a t the  B ill be returned to the Legislative Assem bly w ith  a M essage acquainting them 

th a t the  L egislative Council insist on the ir amendments disagreed w ith by the Legislative Assembly.

8 . A d j o u r n m e n t .— T he H onorable H . C uthbert moved, by leave, T h a t the Council, at its rising, adjourn 
until Saturday next, a t ha lf-past ten  o’clock.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

And then the Council, a t th irteen  minutes past ten o’clock, adjourned until Saturday next.

C E O R C E  H . JE N K IN S ,
Clerk o f  the Legislative Council.

4.

5.

6.

Clause 51, omit 
sub-clause (2 ).

X

I
|  D isagreed with.





No. 68.

MINDIES OF THE PROCEEDINGS
OF TH E

LEG ISLATIVE COUNCIL.

SATURDAY, 7 t h  MARCH, 1 8 9 6 .

1. The Council met in accordance w ith  adjournment.

2. The President took the Chair.

3. The President read the Prayer.

4. P a p e r .— T he following Paper, pursuant to the directions of an A ct of Parliam ent, was laid upon the
Table by the Clerk :—

Seventeenth A nnual R eport of the Proceedings of the Governm ent S ta tist in connexion w ith  
Friendly Societies.— Report for th e  year 1894, to which are appended Valuations of 
F riendly  Societies, S tatistics of F riendly Societies, &c.

5. A pproach  of H is E xcellency  th e  G o vernor .— The approach of H is Excellency the Governor
was announced by the U sher.

6. R oyal A ssent  to B il l s ,— H is Excellency the Governor came into the Council Chamber, and com
manded the U sher to desire the attendance of the Legislative Assembly, who, being come with 
their D eputy  Speaker—

H is Excellency was pleased to assent to the following Bills :—
“ A n  A c t to extend the provisions o f the L and Acts with regard to the granting o f Leases and Licences. 
“ A n Act to amend the ( Companies Act Amendment A c t 1892.’
ei A n  A ct to enable Victoria to take part in the fram ing acceptance and enactment o f a Federal 

Constitution fo r  Australasia .”
To these Bills the Royal A ssent was pronounced severally by the Clerk of the Parliam ents in these 

words :—
“ In  the name and on behalf of H er M ajesty I  assent to this A ct. ’

7. H is Excellency was then pleased to speak as fo llow s:—
M r . P r e s id e n t  an d  H o n o r a b le  G e n t le m e n  o f  t h e  L e g is la t iv e  C o u n c il :
M r . S p e a k e r  an d  G e n t le m e n  o f  t h e  L e g i s la t iv e  A sse m b ly  :

I  have much pleasure in relieving you of your parliamentary duties after a Session which 
has not been equalled in recent years for duration or continuous labour.

I t  is deeply gratifying to be able to state th a t the Federation of the colonies of Australia, 
w hich has been for m any years the hope of the great majority of A ustralians, is at last within^ a 
measurable distance of realization, the colonies of N ew  South W ales, South A ustia  la, asmania, 
and Victoria having each passed an E nabling B ill for the election of Members of a Convention, o 
w hich is rem itted the task  of fram ing an A ustralian Federal Constitution to be submitted to t  e 
people of those colonies for their acceptance. I t  is to be regretted  that Queensland an es 
A ustralia  have not yet had the  opportunity of passing similar B ills, but there is eveiy reason to 
believe th a t those colonies will do so when their Parliam ents re-assemble.  ̂ A s it is desirable that 
the elections of Members of the Convention should be held by all the  colonies at the same time, my 
Advisers w ill consult w ith the G overnm ents of the other colonies w ith a view to the elections being 
held at the earliest practicable date. -



A  great portion of the Session has been occupied in a revision of the Tariff, and it will be 
some return for the onerous and unpleasant task so persistently carried out to know that your work 
has resulted, not only in the abolition of some imposts and the lightening of many others, but also 
in doing away with numerous anomalies and uncertainties connected w ith the collection of duties, 
and so placing the Tariff on a stable basis, to the great benefit o f commerce, and the gain of the 
whole community.

The B ill for the management of the R ailways to which you have agreed, will, I  trust, assist 
in placing the Victorian R ailway system on a satisfactory basis. From whatever stand-point this 
measure may be regarded, it must be considered as of supreme importance to the community.

M y Advisers have not lost sight of the necessity of providing work for those likely to be 
out of employment during the winter months, and, though the Standing Committee on Railways has 
not been able to report favorably on the construction of any new line of railway, the B ill which you 
have agreed to in that behalf w ill enable employment to be given in connexion with work on the 
existing lines which will. be. remunerative to the State.

It is pleasant to. be able- to announce that although many miners have left our shores for 
Western Australia the yield of gold in Victoria has steadily increased, being larger last year than 
for a number of years past. The systematic and successful efforts of the Mining Department to 
open up the outlying parts of the country by cutting tracks and organizing prospecting parties have 
not only been productive of immediate benefit by contributing largely to this result, but have also 
encouraged future endeavours by establishing the auriferous wealth of the colony in localities 
hitherto unproved. .

The encouragement of production in other directions has also been promoted, my Advisers 
having made satisfactory arrangements in connexion with frozen produce, which will'provide for 
regular shipments, to, B ritish  ports at a cheaper rate than hitherto.

The question of the settlement o f the M allee country has received your earnest attention, 
and the legislation you have passed to meet the requirements of that exceptionally situated district 
is o f such a nature that it may reasonably be expected settlement w ill be extended and production 
increased in a portion of the colony which until recently was regarded as entirely profitless.

The B ill which you have passed for the establishing of manufactories of Sugar from Beet-root 
w ill add a new industry to those already existing in Victoria, and be of especial advantage to the 
country districts.

My Advisers recognise that an almost unprecedented drought has deeply affected the 
growers of cereals through a great part of the northern districts, and they will take care by the 
distribution of seed-wheat and other means to mitigate the calamity as far as possible. Vigorous 
measures w ill also be adopted to deal w ith the rabbit pest, and the B ill you have passed providing' 
for the loan to Municipal Councils of funds for the purchase of Wire N etting will materially assist 
in so doing.

The Commission appointed to inquire into the question of the establishment of a State 
Bank has presented a valuable report which has been laid before you. One of the. earliest measures- 
to be submitted next Session w ill be a B ill providing for advances to be made at low rates of 
interest and under simple and favorable conditions to those engaged in tilling the soil, this being 
one of the most legitim ate and advantageous ways in w hich a country can aid its producers.

M r . S p e a k e r  a n d  G e n t l e m e n  of t h e  L e g is l a t iv e  A ssem bly  :
I thank you in the name of Her M ajesty for the provision you have made for the service of 

the year, which w hilst ample for the public requirements shows that the necessity of administering 
the finances w ith strict economy has not been overlooked.

M r. P r e sid e n t  and  H o no rable  G en tI e m en  of t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  C o uncil  :
M r . S p e a k e r  a n d  G e n t le m e n  of t h e  L e g isl a t iv e  A ssem bly  :

Amongst the important measures that you have passed may be enumerated; the B ill for the 
arrangement of the differences existing at Mildura, w hich is intended to place matters on a, satis
factory footing in that settlement and aid' in its returning prosperity ; a B ill whereby the law 
relating to the Sale and purchase of Goods has been, codified to the great convenience of buyers and 
sellers ; a measure to make the law relating to Trusts and Trustees conform with modern require
ments ; a B ill by which the question of the management and control of Electric Lighting has been 
dealt w ith in a manner that must be satisfactory to the important interests concerned ; a Bill to 
suppress the pernicious custom of. Street Betting ; a B ill for the eradication of Diseases in Vegetation ; 
and many other useful B ills, including several to facilitate the ordinary transactions of commerce 
and afford protection against, fraud.

I t  is to be regretted that several most important measures failed to pass both Houses this, 
Session, including the B ill for the reform of the Constitution, the Factories and Workshops B ill 
dealing with the sweating evil which has unfortunately become so prevalent as to shock the 
public conscience, and the, B ill to amend the law  relating to Companies so as to afford relief and 
greater security to the public. The Standing Order recently adopted by the Legislative Assembly 
will, however, enable these measures to be taken up at an advanced stage next Session, and your 
attention w ill be invited to them at an early period when, it is to be hoped that they w ill become law.

In releasing you from your duties I thank you for the important work that you. have done, 
which I  trust w ill conduce to the progress and welfare o f Victoria.

I  now in the name of Her Majesty declare this Parliament to be prorogued to the 30th day 
of March, 1896.

G E O R G E  H . J E N K IN S ,
Cleric o f the Legislative Council.



SELECT COMMITTEES





PARLIAMENTARY STANDING COMMITTEE ON RAILWAYS 
(JOINT).

APPOINTED (UNDER ACT No. 1350) 31s t  OCTOBER, 1894.

The Hon. J . Buchanan 
D. M elville

The Hon. E. Morey * 

* Re-appointed, after re-election, 10th September, 1895.



APPOINTED DURING THE SESSION 1895-6.

N o . 1.— A D D R E S S  IN  R E P L Y  TO T H E  O P E N IN G  S P E E C H  OF H IS  E X C E L L E N C Y  
T H E  A D M IN IS T R A T O R  O F T H E  G O V E R N M E N T .

Appointed 29th M ay, 1895.

The Hon. J . Balfour 
T . Brunton 
S. W . Cooke

The Hon. E. J . Crooke
F . S. Grimwade 
C. Sargeant.

N o. 2 ,— S T A N D IN G  O R D E R S. 

Appointed 30th May, 1895.

The Hon. The President 
S. A ustin  
J . Balfour 
S. W . Cooke 
J . M. Davies 
N . FitzG erald

T he Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood 
J. Service 
N . Thornley 
W . I. W inter-Irving*
A . W ynne.

* A p poin ted  17th Septem ber, 1895, in place o f H on. J. M. D avies.

N o. 3.— P A R L IA M E N T  B U IL D IN G S  (J O IN T ).

Appointed 30th May, 1895.

The Hon. The President The Hon. D . E . M cBryde
J . B ell W. P itt.
G. Davis !

N o . 4.— L IB R A R Y  (J O IN T ). 

Appointed 30th May, 1895.

The Hon. The President 
F . Brown
F. S. Grimwade

T he Hon. C. J . Ham  
D. M elville.

N o . 5.— R E F R E S H M E N T  ROOM S (JO IN T ).

Appointed 30th May, 1895.

The Hon. Dr. W. II. Em bling ! The Hon. J . A . Wallace
E . Morey* ‘ j W. I. W inter-Irving.
A . 0 .  Sachse |

* R e-appointed a fter  re-election , 17th Septem ber, 1895.

N o . 6.— P R IN T IN G .

The Hon. The President 
J . II. Abbott 
T . Brunton 
J . Buchanan 
J . II. Connor
G. S. Coppin

* R e-appointed after  re-election , 17th Septem ber, 1895. 
f  A p poin ted  17th Septem ber, 1895, in p lace o f Hon. G. S. Coppin

Appointed 30th M ay, 189o.

The Hon. S. Fraser 
D . Ham  
C. Sargeant*
J . Sternberg 
T. D. W anliss.f



T he Hon. J . I-I. Abbott 
E. J . Crooke 
H. Cuthbert 
S. Fraser

N o. 7.— E L E C T IO N S A N D  Q U A L IF IC A T IO N S .

Appointed (by President’s Warrant) 19th June, 1895.

The Hon. E . Miller
D. M elville
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood.

N o . 8.— E L E C T R IC  L IG H T  A N D  P O W E R  BIL L . 

Appointed 27th A ugust, 1895.

T h e  Hon. J . H . Abbott 
J . Balfour 
J. B ell 
S. Fraser 
J . H . Grey
F . S. Grimwade*

The H on. D. E . M cBrydef 
W . McCulloch 
A . 0 .  Sachse
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood 
N . Thornley
H. Cuthbert.

* Appointed 27th A u g u st, 1895, in place of Hon. W. M cCulloch, discharged from attendance, 
-f Appointed 3rd Septem ber, 1895, in place o f Hon. S. Fraser, discharged from attendance.

N o. 9.— U S U R IO U S  M O N E Y -L E N D E R S. 

Appointed 17th September, 1895.

T h e  Hon. J . B ell
Dr. W . H . Em bling  
S. Fraser
D . E . McBryde
E . Miller

The Hon. A . O. Sachse 
N . Thornley 
S. W illiamson  
D . M elville.

N o . 10.— F A C T O R IE S  A N D  SH O P S A C T  1890 A M E N D M E N T  BILL. 

Appointed 19th December, 1895.

T he Hon. S. A ustin  
J . Balfour 
S. W. Cooke
H . Cuthbert
F . S. Grimwade 
J . M. Pratt

The Hon. J . Sternberg 
N . Thornley 
J . A . W allace 
T. D. Wanliss 
W. I. W inter-Irving 
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood.





LEG ISLA TIV E COUNCIL

S E S S I O N  1 8 9 5 .

W E E K L Y  R E P O R T  OF D I V I S I O N S

IN

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE COUNCIL.

N o. 1 .

IBxtxaitv'o f rom t\)z jE tm u t i s ,

T U E S D A Y , 16th  J U L Y , 1895.

No. 1.— Sal e  of G oods B ill— Clause 35 (on recommittal) :—
(1) Where the seller delivers to the buyer a quantity of goods less than he contracted to sell 

the buyer may reject them, but if the buyer accepts the goods so delivered he must pay for them at
' the contract rate.

(2) Where the seller delivers to the buyer a quantity of goods larger than he contracted to 
sell the buyer may accept the goods included in the contract and reject the rest, “ or he may reject 
the whole.” I f the buyer accepts the whole of the goods so delivered he must pay for them at the 
contract rate.

(3) Where the seller delivers to the buyer the goods he contracted to sell mixed with goods 
of a different description not included in the contract, the buyer may accept the goods which are in 
accordance w ith the contract and reject the rest, or he may reject the whole.

(4) The provisions of this section are subject to any usage of trade, special agreement, or 
course of dealing between the parties.— (Hon. H. CutTibert.)

Amendment proposed— That the words “ or he may reject the whole,” in lines 5 and 6, be omitted. 
— (Hon. C. J. Ham.)

Question— That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the clause—put.
Committee divided.

A yes, 12.
The Hon. J . Buchatian 

S. W. Cooke
D. Coutts
E. J . Crooke 
H. Cuthbert 
J . M. Davies 
W . McCulloch
E, Morey
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood 
J . A . Wallace.

Tellers.

F. S. Grimwade 
N . Levi.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Noes, 10.
The Hon. J . H. Abbott 

T. Dowling 
Dr. W. IT. Embling
C. J . Ham 
p . Melville 
W. Pitt 
T. D. Wanliss 
W. I. Winter-Irving.

Tellers.

J . M. Pratt 
J. Sternberg.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
S E S S I O N  1895.

WEEKLY REPORT OF DIVISIONS
IN

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE COUNCIL.
No. 2.

iExt racteh  from ti)e M inu t t s s .

T U E S D A Y , 2 0 th  A U G U S T , 1895.

No. 1.— L ocal G overnment (M u n ic ipa l  E lections) B ill— Proposed new clause A  in place of 
clause 2 omitted :—

On receipt by the Governor in Council of a petition from the council of any borough or 
shire praying that the time for closing the poll as provided by section one hundred and eighteen of 
the Local Government Act 1890 be extended, the Governor >in Council by order published in the 
Government Gazette may extend the time for closing the poll in such borough or shire until such time 
not later than seven o’clock in the afternoon as the Governor in Council by such order shall 
direct.— {Hon. J. Bell.)

Amendment proposed— That at the end of the clause the words “ and may from time to time on the 
petition of any such borough or shire vary or revoke any such order ” be added.— {Hon. J. M. Davies.)

Motion made and question put— That the Chairman do report progress and ask leave to sit again.—  
{Hon. J. A. Wallace.)

Committee divided.

Ayes, 6.
The Hon. J . Buchanan 

N . FitzGerald 
J . A. Wallace 
W. I. Win ter-Irving.

Tellers.

A . 0 .  Sachse 
J. Sternberg.

Noes, 33.
The Hon. J. H. Abbott 

J . Balfour 
J . Bell 
T. Brunton 
J. C. Campbell 
J . H. Connor 
S. W. Cooke
D. Coutts
E. J. Crooke 
H. Cuthbert 
J . M. Davies 
T. Dowling
Dr. W. H. Embling 
S. Fraser
F. S. Grimwade
C. J. Ham
D. Ham 
N . Levi
W. McCulloch
D. Melville
E. Miller
E. Morey 
W. Pitt
J . M. Pratt 
R. Reid
C. Sargeant 
J. Service
G. Simmie 
N . Thornley 
T. D. Wanliss 
A. Wynne.

Tellers.
S. Austin
D. E. McBryde.





LEG ISLA TIV E COUNCIL.

S E S S I O N 1 8 9 5 .

W E E K L Y  R E P O R T

IN

OF D I V I S I O N S

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE COUNCIL

No. 3 .

3Bxttacteh from tije M i n u t t x *

T U E SD A Y ,' 17 t h  SE P T E M B E R , 1895 .

N o. 1.— L i c e n s i n g  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Proposed new clause I :—
For section one hundred and thirty of the Principal A ct the following section shall be 

substituted, nam ely:—
“ 130. A ny licensed person who allows in his licensed house or premises any person 

apparently under the age of sixteen years to be supplied with liquor by purchase or otherwise, or 
who allows in his licensed house or premises any person apparently under the age of eighteen years 
to Be supplied with liquor by purchase or otherwise for consumption on the premises, shall as well 
as the person who actually gives or supplies the liquor be liable to a penalty of not less than Two 
pounds nor more than Ten pounds.”— (Hon. A . Wynne.)

Question— That new clause I  stand part of the B ill— put.
Committee divided.

A yes, 10.
The Hon. J . H . Connor 

S. W . Cooke 
S. Fraser 
D. Ham
D. M elville
E . Morey
C. Sargeant 
T . D. Wanliss.

Tellers.

C. J . Ham 
A . Wynne.

Noes, 21.
The Hon. J . H . Abbott 

J. Buchanan 
J . C. Campbell 
H. Cuthbert 
Gr. Davis 
T. Dowling  
Dr. W. H . Enabling 
N . FitzG-erald 
G-. Godfrey 
F . S. Grim wade 
W. McCulloch 
W. P itt 
A . O. Sachse '
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood 
Sir A . Snowden 
J . Sternberg 
N . Thornley 
S. Williamson 
W. I. Winter-Irving.

Tellers.

N . Levi 
R. Reid.



Motion made and question put— That the Chairman do report progress and ask leave to sit again.- 
(Hon. D . M elville.)

Committee divided;

A yes, 6.
The Hon. C. J . Ham  

D. Ham
C. Sargeant 
T . D. W anliss.

Tellers.

D . M elville 
J . Sternberg.

Noes, 24.
The Hon. J . H . Abbott 

J . Buchanan 
J . C. Campbell 
J . H . Connor 
S. W. Cooke
H . Cuthbert 
G. Davis 
T. Dowling  
Dr. W. H . Enabling 
N . FitzGerald  
S. Fraser
G. Godfrey
F . S. Grimwade 
W . McCulloch
E . Morey 
W . P itt 
A . O. Sachse
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood 
Sir A . Snowden 
S. Williamson 
W . I. W inter-Irving 
A . Wynne.

Tellers.

N . Levi 
R. Reid.

And so it passed in the negative.

N o . 3.— Proposed new clause U  :—
N o licence shall be removed under the provisions of this A ct to any existing coffee palace or 

to any building which was created or established for the purpose of being used as a coffee palace.—  
(Hon. T . D. W anliss.)

Question— That new clause U  stand part of the B ill— put.
Committee divided.

A yes, 5.
The Hon. Dr. W . H . Embling 

N . FitzGerald
D. Ham.

Tellers.

D. M elville 
T . D. W anliss.

Noes, 24.
The Hon. J . H. Abbott 

J . Buchanan 
J. C. Campbell 
J . H. Connor 
S. W. Cooke
H . Cuthbert *
G. D avis 
T . Dowling  
S. Fraser
G. Godfrey
F . S. Grimwade
C. J . Ham  
W . McCulloch
E. Morey 
W . P itt  
R. Reid
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood 
Sir A . Snowden 
J. Sternberg 
S. W illiamson 
W. I. W inter-Irving 
A . Wynne.

Tellers.

N . L evi 
A . 0 .  Sachse.



L E G ISL A T IV E  COUNCIL.

S E S S I O N  1 8 9 5 .

W E E K L Y  R E P O R T  OF D I V I S I O N S

IN

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE COUNCIL.

No. 4 .

l & x tx a c U ' t t from tfje UHtnuUsL

W E D N E SD A Y , 23 rd  OCTOBER, 1895.

No. 1.— Consolidated  R e v e n u e  B ill  (N o. 2) :—
Motion made and question put— That the Chairman do report progress and ask leave to sit again.

(Hon. F . S . Grimwade.')
Committee divided.

A yes, 16.
The Hon. J . H . Abbott

J. C. Campbell 
Dr. W. H . Embling 
N . FitzG-erald
F. S. Grimwade
D. Ham 
N . Levi
D. E. McBryde
D. M elville
E. Morey
A . O. Sachse
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood 
J . A . Wallace 
W. I. Winter-Irving.

Tellers.

S. Fraser 
Sir A . Snowden.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Noes, 7.
The Hon. Sir W. J. Clarke, Bart.

H. Cuthbert 
W. McCulloch
E. Miller 
S. Williamson.

Tellers.

J . Bell
G. Godfrey.





LEG ISLA TIV E COUNCIL.
S E S S I O N  1 8 9 5 .

W E E K L Y  REPORT OF D I V I S I O N S
IN

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE COUNCIL.
No. 5.

IBxtracteir from t i)e M i n u t e 0.

T H U R SD A Y , 28th  N O VEM BER, 1895.

N o. 1.— E l e c t r i c  L ig h t  an d  P o w e r  B i l l — Proposed n ew  clause K  in place of clause 39 omitted ( 
recommittal) :—  '

(3) Where any undertakers consist of a company or person, which or who shall have obtained 
an order by virtue of the provisions of this Act entitling such company or person to an order in respect 
of electric lines or works erected within any area before the commencement of this Act, then any 
council either alone or in conjunction with any other council within whose municipal district such 
area or any part thereof is situated may, within two years from the date of the said order, or within 
six months before the expiration of twelve years from the date of the said order, or within six  
months before the expiration of twenty-five years from the said date, by notice in writing require 

UI1p r5a!ters se^’. an(  ̂ thereupon such undertakers shall sell to such council or councils the 
whole of their undertaking wheresoever situate, upon terms of paying the then value of all lands 
buildings materials plant and works of such undertakers suitable to and used by them for the pur
poses of their undertaking, such value to be in case of difference determined by arbitration in the 
manner aforesaid. Where such sale is made within two years as aforesaid, the undertakers shall 
m addition to the amount of the said value be entitled also to receive from such council or councils 
a further sum of Ten pounds per centum on such value, or where such sale is made within twelve 
years as aforesaid the undertakers shall in like manner be entitled also to receive a further sum of 
Five pounds per centum on such value.”

* * * * * * * *
— {Hon. H. Cuthbert.)

Amendment proposed— That all the words after “ manner aforesaid,” in line 12, to the end of sub
clause (3) be omitted.— {Hon. Sir A. Snowden.)

Question That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the clause—put.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 21. Noes, 5.
The Hon. S. Austin  

T. Brunton 
S. W. Cooke 
D. Coutts
H. Cuthbert 
Dr. W. H. Embling 
N . FitzGerald 
N . Levi
D. E. McBryde 
W. McCulloch .
E . Miller
E. Morey 
W. Pitt 
R. Reid
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood 
J . Service 
J. A. Wallace 
S. Williamson 
W. I. Winter-Irving.

Tellers.
J. Bell 
S. Fraser.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

The Hon. C. J . Ham 
J . M. Pratt 
Sir A. Snowden.

Tellers.

G. Godfrey
D. Melville.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
S E S S I O N  1 8 9 5 .

WE EK LY  REPORT OF D I V I S IO NS
I IN

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE COUNCIL.

No, 6.

IBxtrartetf from ti)e M i n u U z .

W E D N E SD A Y , 4 th  DECEM BER, 1895,

No. 1.—M allee  L ands B ill—Clause 5 (amended) :—#•
Notwithstanding anything contained in the Land Act 1890 the Governor in Council, by 

notice published once in each week for at least four consecutive, weeks in the Government Gazette in 
at least two Melbourne weekly newspapers and in at least one newspaper generally circulating in 
the part of Victoria to which such notice applies, may declare, that any part of the Mallee Country 
or Mallee Border except the site of any lake or part thereof described in such notice which is not 
held under lease or occupied as a mallee block or mallee allotment and which in the opinion of the 
Governor in Council is not required for the purposes of water conservation and supply irrigation 
works races reservoirs dams and ditches timber reserves railways roads canals or mining or any 
public purpose whatsoever shall be available for occupation as agricultural allotments “ either’’ 
under licence, or perpetual lease as hereinafter provided.— (Hon. iT* Quihbert.),- 

Amendment, proposed,— That the. word “ either/’ in line 9, be omitted.— (Hon. D t Melville.') 
Question— That the word proposed to be omitted stand part of the clause—put,
Committee divided.

Ayes* 27.,
The Hon.- J . EL Abbott 

S. Austin 
J. Balfour 
J. Bell 
T. Brunton 
J . Buchanan 
J. C. Campbell 
Sir W. J . Clarke, Bart.
J., H . Connor 
S. W. Cooke
D . Coutts
E. J . Crooke 
EL Cutkbert 
G. Godfrey
D. E. McBryde 
W , McCulloch
E. Morey
W. EL S. Osmand 
J. M. Pratt 
J. Service 
G. Simmie 
Sir A. Snowden 
J. Sternberg 
N-. Thornley 
A . Wynne.

Tellers.

F. S. Grimwade 
N. Levi.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Noes* 8.
The Hon. Dr. W. H, Enabling

C. J. Ham
D. Ham
D. Melville
Lieut.-CoL, Sir F . T. Sargood 

' J . A* Wallace^

Tellers.

W , Pitt 
A , 0 .  Sachse.



No. 2 ,— M a l l e e  L a n d s  B i l l — Clause 11 :—
If any rent under a perpetual leasehold shall be in arrear for one year interest thereon at such 

rate not exceeding Four pounds per centum per annum as the Board may fix commencing from the 
time when such rent became due, and for two years interest thereon at such rate not exceeding Five 
pounds per centum per annum as the Board may fix commencing from the time when such rent 
became due, and for three years at such rate not exceeding S ix  pounds per centum per annum as the 
Board may fix commencing from the time when such rent became due shall be paid, and if any rent 
remains unpaid at the expiration of “ four ” years from the time when the same became due the 
perpetual leasehold shall ipso facto  become and be absolutely forfeited to Her Majesty and the 
perpetual lease shall be cancelled.— (Hon. H . Cuthbert.)

Amendment proposed— That the word “ fo u r /’ in line 7, be omitted, with a view  to insert in place 
thereof the word “ two.”— (Hon. A . Wynne.)

Question— That the word proposed to be omitted stand part of the clause— put.
Committee divided.

A yes, 21. Noes, 13.
The Hon. J . H. Abbott 

S. Austin  
J . Bell 
J . Buchanan 
Sir W. J . Clarke, Bart.
J . H. Connor
D. Coutts 
FI. Cuthbert 
T. Dowling  
G. Godfrey
C. J . Ham  
N . Levi
W. McCulloch
E. Miller
E . Morey
J. M. Pratt - 
G. Simmie 
J . Sternberg 
W. I. W inter-Irving. 

Tellers.
F . S. Grimwade
D . E. McBryde.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

The Hon. J . Balfour
J . C. Campbell 
S. W. Cooke
E . J . Crooke
D . IFam
D . M elville 
W. P itt 
A . 0 .  Sachse
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood 
Sir A . Snowden 
J . A . Wallace.

Tellers.
Dr. W. H . Embling 
A . Wynne.

T H U R S D A Y , 5th  D E C EM BER , 1895.
N o. 3.— M a llee  L ands B il l — Clause 27  :—

* * * * * * * *
(3) A fter not more than “ four ” crops in succession have been taken from or off any land 

there shall ba an interval of at least one year during which no seed shall be sown or planted in or 
on and no crop shall be taken from or off such land; after such interval and until the end of the 
lessee's term, only one crop shall be taken from or off any such land during any two years, and after 
a crop has been taken from or off any such land there shall be an interval of at least one year 
during which no" seed shall be sown or planted in or on and no crop shall be taken from or off such 
land. This Sub-section shall not operate to prevent grass seed being sown in or on any land, with  
the object of such land being used for grazing only.

r Amendment proposed— That the word “ four,” in line 1, be 
thereof the word “ s ix .”— (Hon. J. M . P ra tt.)

Question— That the word proposed to be omitted stand part 
Committee divided.

A yes, 11.
The Hon. T. Brunton 

D' Coutts 
IF. Cuthbert 
Dr. W. H . Embling 
G. Godfrey 
W. McCulloch
G. Simmie 
J. A . Wallace 
S. Williamson.

Tellers.
S. W. Cooke
E. J . Crooke.

— (Hon. H . Cuthbert.) 
omitted, with a view to insert in plaee

of the clause— put.

Noes, 21.
The Hon. J . FI. Abbott 

J. Balfour 
J . Bell
J . C. Campbell
Sir W. J . Clarke, Bart.
J . II. Connor
C. J . Ham
D. E. McBryde
D. M elville
E . Miller
E . Morey 
W. Pitt
J. M. Pratt
C. Sargeant
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood
J . Service
Sir A . Snowden
N . Thornley
W . I. Winter-Irving.

Tellers.
S. A ustin .
F . S. Grimwade.
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No. 4 .— Mallee  L a nds  B ill— Clause 50 :—
(1) From and after the commencement of this A ct no person shall hold as beneficial 

owner either in his own name or the name or names of any other person or persons more than 
“ one thousand nine hundred and twenty ” acres of the lands comprised in the Mallee Country and 
Mallee Border.

* # # * # #

— {lion. H . Cuthbert.)
Amendment proposed— That the words “ one thousand nine hundred and twenty ” be omitted with 

a view to insert in place thereof the words “ six  hundred and forty.”— {Hon. D. Melville.')
Question— That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the clause—put.
Committee divided.

A yes, 25.
The Hon. S. Austin 

J. Balfour 
J . C. Campbell 
Sir W. J. Clarke, Bart.
J . H. Connor 
S. W. Cooke
D. Coutts
E . J. Crooke
H . Cuthbert 
G. G-odfrey
F. S. G-rimwade
C. J . Ham 
N . Levi
D. E. McBryde 
W . McCulloch
E. Miller
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood
G. Simmie
Sir A . Snowden 
N . Thornley 
S. Williamson 
W. I. Winter-Irving 
A . Wynne.

Tellers.
J. Bell 
J . M. Pratt.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Noes, 8.
The Hon. J. H. Abbott 

T. Brunton
D. Ham
D. Melville
C. Sargeant 
J . A. Wallace.

Tellers.
Dr. W. H . Embling 
W. Pitt.

No. 5.— M a l l e e  L a n d s  B i l l —Proposed new clause :—
C. Every selector under this A ct of six hundred and forty acres whether an ordinary selector 

or perpetual lessee shall leave a strip of land half-a-chain in width on all sides or boundaries thereof 
uncleared of mallee or scrub.— {Hon. W. P itt .)

Question— That clause C stand part of the B ill—put.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 10.
The Hon. J . H. Connor 

D. Ham 
N . Levi 
W. Pitt
C. Sargeant
Sir A. Snowden 
J. A. Wallace 
A . Wynne.

Tellers.
J. H. Abbott
D. Melville.

Noes, 15.
The Hon. S. Austin 

J . Bell
J. C. Campbell 
S. W. Cooke
D. Coutts
E. J . Crooke
H. Cuthbert 
G. Godfrey 
W. McCulloch
G. Simmie
N . Thornley 
S. Williamson 
W. I. Winter-Irving.

Tellers.
D. E- McBryde 
J. M. Pratt.
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No. 7.

T U E S D A Y , 10th  DECEM BER, 1895.

N o. 1.— M allee  L ands  B il l —Clause 24 (on recom m ittal):—
(1) No person shall be qualified to select or to become the licensee or lessee or perpetual 

lessee of more than six  hundred and forty acres of land as an agricultural allotment or agricultural 
allotments in the Mallee Country and Mallee Border.

(2) N o portion of any agricultural allotment shall be situate within a distance of three
miles from any part of the Murray “ River.”

*  *  *  *  *  *  *

— (jRon. H . Cuthbert.)
Amendment proposed— That the words “ or within two miles of any railway station on any existing 

line of State railway ” be added after the word “ River,” in line 5.— (Hon. D . Melville.)
Question—That the words proposed to be added be so added— put.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 11.
The Hon. J . H. Abbott 

T. Brunton 
J . Buchanan
E. J . Crooke 
Dr. W. H. Embling
D . Ham
C. Sargeant
Sir A. Snowden 
J . A . Wallace.

Tellers.
D . Melville 
A. O. Sachse.

Noes, 26.
The Hon. S. Austin  

J. Bell
J. C. Campbell
Sir W. J . Clarke, Bart.
J. H. Connor 
S. W. Cooke
H. Cuthbert 
T. Dowling 
S. Fraser 
Gr. G-odfrey
F. S. Grim wade
C. J. Ham 
N. Levi
W. McCulloch
E. Miller
E. Morey 
J . M. Pratt
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood
J. Service -
Gr. Simmie
N. Thornley
T. D. Wanliss
W. I. Winter-Irving
A. Wynne.

Tellers.
D. E. McBryde 
S. Williamson.
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No. 8 .

'ZBxtx&cU'is f x o m  f y z  M i n u U a .

T U E S D A Y , 17th  DECEM BER, 1895.

No. 1.— I nstrum ents A ct 1890 fu r t h e r  A m endm ent  B ill— Clause 14 :—
No notice of intention to file a bill of sale shall be deemed insufficient or invalid by reason 

only that in such notice there is an omission or incorrect or insufficient description or misdescription 
in respect of the particulars required by law to be contained in such notice if the court, judge, or 
justice before whom the validity of such bill of sale comes into question shall be satisfied that such 
omission or incorrect or insufficient description or misdescription was accidental or due to 
inadvertence and was not of such a nature as to be liable to mislead or deceive any person to his 
prejudice or disadvantage.— {Hon. H . Cuthbert.)

Question—That clause 14 stand part of the B ill— put.
Committee divided.

A yes, 8.
The Hon. H . Cuthbert 

N . FitzGerald 
W. McCulloch
E. Morey 
G. Simmie 
Sir A. Snowden.

Tellers.
E. J . Crooke
G. Davis.

Noes, 26.
The Hon. J . H. Abbott 

J. Balfour 
J . Bell 
T. Brunton 
J. C. Campbell 
Sir W. J . Clarke, Bart.
J . H. Connor
S. W. Cooke
T. Dowling
Dr. W. H. Embling
S. Fraser
F. S. Grim wade
C. J. Ham 
N. Levi

' D. E. McBryde
D. Melville
E. Miller
C. Sargeant
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood
J . Service
N . Thornley
J. A . Wallace
T. D. Wanliss
W. I. Winter-lrving.

Tellers.
S. Austin  
A . Wynne.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

S E S S I O N  1 8 9 5 - 6 .

WEEKLY REPORT OF DIVISIONS
n r

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE COUNCIL.

No. 9 .

I B x t r a c t e t r  f r o m  tf\t j f l f t t n u t t s .

W E D N E SD A Y , 29th  JA N U A R Y , 1896.

No. 1.— F ederation  of A ustralasia  E nabling  B ill— Clause 8
“ E very” Member and every person eligible for membership of either House of Parliament 

shall be eligible for membership of the Convention as a Representative of Victoria. And any one 
hundred or more electors duly qualified to vote for the election of a Member of the Legislative 
Assembly shall be entitled in the prescribed manner to nominate any •eligible person, whose consent 
in writing shall accompany such nomination for such membership, and after such nomination has 
closed the list of persons so nominated with their residence and occupation shall he advertised in 
the alphabetical order of their surnames at least once in such newspapers as the Governor in Council 
may determine.— {Hon. H. Cuthbert.)

Amendment proposed— That the word “ Every,” before the word “ Member,” in line 1, be omitted.—  
{Hon. D. Melville.')

Question—That the word proposed to be omitted stand part of the clause— put.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 25.
The Hon. J . H. Abbott 

J . Bell 
J. H. Connor 
S. W. Cooke
D. Coutts
E. J . Crooke
H. Cuthbert
G. Davis
N . FitzGerald 
S. Fraser
G. Godfrey
C. J. Ham 
W. McCulloch
E. Miller 
W. H. S. Osmand
C. Sargeant
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood
J. Service
Sir A. Snowden
N. Thornley
S. Williamson
W. I. Winter-Irving
A. Wynne.

Tellers.

S. Austin 
J. Sternberg.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Noes, 10.
The Hon. J. C. Campbell 

T. Dowling 
D. Ham 
N. Levi ■
D. Melville
E. Morey 
J. M. Pratt
J. A. Wallace.

Tellers.

W. Pitt 
A. 0 . Sachse.



No,

T H U R S D A Y , 3 0 th  J A N U A R Y , 1896.

2 .— F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l a s i a  E n a b l i n g  B i l l — Clause 13 :__
The voting shall he “ taken ’ throughout Victoria as one electoral district and every voter shall 

vote for the full number of Representatives required otherwise the vote shall be reiected as 
informal.— (Hon. H . Cuthbert.)

Amendment proposed— That the words “ by means of voting-papers transmitted by post to every
elector by registered letter and shall be taken ” be inserted after j the word “ taken,” in line 1.__
(Hon. C. Sargeant?)

Question— That the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted— put.
Committee divided.

A yes, 23.
The Hon. S. Austin  

J . B ell
J . C. Campbell 
J . H . Connor
E . J . Crooke 
T. D ow ling
Dr. W . H . Enabling 
S. Fraser 
G-. Godfrey
C. J . Ham
D. Ham
D. M elville
E . Miller 
J . M. Pratt 
A . O. Sachse
C. Sargeant
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T . Sargood 
Sir A . Snowden 
N . Thornley 
J . A . Wallace 
A . W ynne.

Noes, 7.
The Hon. T . Brunton 

D . Coutts 
H. Cuthbert 
W . McCulloch 
S. Williamson.

*
Tellers.

Gr. D avis 
N. Levi,

Tellers.

S. W . Cooke 
W . P itt.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.



LEG ISLA TIV E COUNCIL.

S E S S I O N  1 8 9 5 - 6 .

W E E K L Y  R E P O R T  OF D I V I S I O N S

IN

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE COUNCIL.

N o. 1 0 .

I B x t m t e l f  ( t o m  tf)e J f t t n u t e s .

T U E S D A Y , 4 t h  F E B R U A R Y , 1896.

No. 1.— J U M B U N N A  A N D  O U T T R IM  R A IL W A Y  C O N ST R U C T IO N  A C T  1895 A M E N D M E N T  BlLL— Clause 2 I—

In section five of the Jumbunna and Outtrim Railway Construction A.ct 1895, for the words 
66 Twenty thousand ,y there shall be substituted the words Twenty-five thousand. '—(Jffon. IF". 
McCulloch.)

Question—That clause 2 stand part of the B ill— put.
Committee divided.

A yes, 18.

The Hon. J . B ell
S. W . Cooke
D. Coutts
H . Cuthbert
G. Davis
Dr. W . H. Embling 
N . FitzGerald  
S. Fraser
G. Godfrey 
J . M. Pratt
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood 
Sir A . Snowden 
J . Sternberg 
T. D . Wanliss 
S. W illiamson  
W. I. W inter-Irving.

Tellers.
E . J . Crooke 
W. Pitt.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Noes, 8.

The Hon. T . Brunton 
J. H . Connor 
T. Dowling 
J . H. Grey 
A . 0 .  Sachse 
J. A . W allace.

Tellers.
D. Melville 
N. Thornley.



N o . 2.— V e g e t a t i o n  D i s e a s e s  B i l l — Clause 5 :—
If in the opinion of the “ M inister ” the destruction of any diseased tree plant or vegetable 

whether the same was or was not imported introduced or brought into Victoria is a matter of neces
sity and extreme urgency he may .make an order in writing directing the destruction of such diseased 
tree plant lor vegetable by any inspector or person referred to  in such order.— (lio n . H,'Cuthbert.)

Amendment proposed— That the words “ after hearing all parties concerned ” be inserted after the 
word “ M inister,” in line 1.— {H on. A . 0 .  Sachse.')

Question— That the words proposed to be inserted be so inserted—put.
Committee divided.

A yes, 15. * Noes, 16.
The Hon. J . H . Abbott The Hon. S. W. Cooke

F . Brown  
T . Brunton 
J . C. Campbell 
J . H . Connor 
Gr. Davis 
N . FitzGerald
D. Ham
D. M elville
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood 
Sir A . Snowden 
J . Sternberg 
W . I. W inter-Irving.

Tellers.
W. P itt 
A . O. Sachse.

And so it passed in the negative.

D . Coutts 
H. Cuthbert 
T. Dowling
Dr. W. H . Embling 
S. Fraser 
GI-. Godfrey 
C. J . Ham  
N . Levi 
W. McCulloch 
J. M. Pratt 
N . Thornley 
T . D . Wanliss 
S. Williamson.

Tellers.
J . B ell
E . J . Crooke.

T H U R S D A Y , 6 t h  F E B R U A R Y , 1896.

N o .  3 .— R a i l w a y s  B i l l — Clause 2 :—
This A ct shall come into operation on such day as the Governor in Council appoints : 

“ Provided however that section four shall come into operation on the passing of this A ct.”— {Ron. 
W. McCulloch.')

Amendment proposed— That the words “ Provided however that section four shall come into operation 
on the passing of this A c t ” be omitted with a view  to insert in place thereof the words “ for the 
holding of the first meeting of the Victorian Railways Trust as hereinafter provided.”— {Hon. Lieut.- 
Col. S ir F . T. Sargood.)

Question— That the words proposed to be omitted stand part of the clause— put.
Committee divided.

A y e s /4 .
The Hon. H . Cuthbert

W . McCulloch.

Tellers.
D . Coutts 
D . M elville.

Noes, 2 7 .
The Hon. J . H . Abbott 

J . Bell 
T. Brunton 
J . C. Campbell 
S. W. Cooke
E . J . Crooke 
Dr. W . H . Embling 
N . FitzGerald 
S. Fraser
C. J . Ham
D . Ham  
N . Levi
E . Miller 
J . M. Pratt
C. Sargeant
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood
J . Service
G. Simmie
Sir A . Snowden
J . Sternberg
N . Thornley
J . A . W allace
T . D . W anliss
W. I. W inter-Irving
A . Wynne.

Tellers.
W. P itt 
A . 0 .  Sachse.



LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
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IN
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No. 12.

iSartrartetr  f r o m  tfje J R m u t e s .

W E D N E SD A Y , 12th  FEBR U A R Y , 1896.

No. 1.— F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Clause 16:—
* # * * * * *

(2) No such permit shall be given or renewed unless and until proof be furnished to the 
satisfaction of the Chief Inspector that the person applying for such permit is prevented by domestic 
duties or bodily affliction from working inside a factory or work-room and is depending on such 
working for the means of living ; and any permit may at any time be cancelled by the Chief 
Inspector and thereafter shall be deemed not to be a permit.

# * * * * * *
— (Hon. H. Cuthbert.)

Amendment proposed— That sub-clause (2) be omitted with a view to insert in place thereof the 
following new sub-clause :—

The Chief Inspector shall give a permit to every applicant who furnishes him with such 
applicant’s full name address and such particulars as may be prescribed, and every holder of a 
permit shall for the purposes of section eleven and Part IV . of the Principal Act be deemed to be 
the occupier of a factory.— (Hon. H. Cuthbert.')



No.

A yes, 27.

The Hon. J .  B ell
T . B runton 
J .  C. Campbell 
J .  H . Connor
E . J .  Crooke 
T . D ow ling 
Dr. W . H . Enabling 
N . FitzG-erald 
S. F raser 

, G . G odfrey
D . H am  
N . L evi
D. M elville
E . M iller
E . M orey 
W . P i t t
A . O. Sachse
C. Sargeant
L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood
G. Simmie
Sir A . Snowden
N . T hornley
J .  A . W allace
W . I . W in te r-Irv ing
A. W ynne.

Tellers.
S. W . Cooke 
T . D . W anliss.

A nd so it was resolved in the  affirmative.

The. Hon. H . C uthbert
W . M eCulloch.

Tellers.
D . C outts 
S . Williamson.

T H U R S D A Y  1 3 th  F E B R U A R Y , 1896.

2 .— F a c t o r i e s  an d  S h o p s  A c t  1890 A m en d m en t B i l l — Proposed new clause A A  :—
If  any person be em ployed in th e  ordinary course of his business in  any shop later than 

half-an-hour after the tim e of closing for a half-holiday, the employer shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding Tw o pounds for each offence in respect o f each person so employed.— (Hon. 27. 
Cuthbert.)

Q uestion— T h a t clause A A  stand part of the B ill— put.
C om m ittee divided.

Ayes, 18.

T he  Hon. T . B runton
D. C outts
E . J .  Crooke 
FI. C uthbert
G . D avis
G . G odfrey
C. J .  H am
E . M iller 
E , Morey 
W . P i t t  
J .  M. P ra t t
L ieut.-C ol. Sir F . T . Sargood
G. Simmie 
S ir A . Snowden 
N ., Thornley.
W . I . W in ter-Irv ing .

Tellevs.
S. W . Cooke 
J .  Sternberg.

Noes, 15.

T he I-Ion. J .  H . A bbott 
J .  C. Campbell 
J .  H . Connor 
T . D ow ling 
D r. W . H . Enabling 
N . F itzG erald  
S. F raser
D. Flam
D. M elville 
A . 0 .  Sachse
C. S argean t 
J .  A . W allace 
T . D. W anliss.

"S.1\
J .  Bell 
N. Levi



3.—F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Proposed new clause BB :—
This A ct shall continue in force until the first day of January  One thousand eight 

hundred and “ ninety-nine,” and thence until the end of the next ensuing session of Parliam ent.—  
{Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir F. T . Sargood.)

Amendment proposed— T hat the word “ ninety-nine ” be omitted with a view to insert in place 
thereof the word “ ninety-seven.”— {Hon. Sir A. Snowden.')

Question— T hat the word proposed to be omitted stand part of the clause—put.
Committee divided.

Ayes, 25.
The Hon. J .  H. Abbott 

S. W . Cooke
D. Coutts
H. Cuthbert
G. Davis 

, . T . Dowling
Dr. W. H. Embling 
N . F itzG erald 
S. Fraser 
G Godfrey
C. J .  Ham
D. Ham
W. McCulloch
E . M iller
E . Morey 
W . P itt
J .  M. P ra tt
C. Sargeant
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood
G. Simmie
J .  Sternberg
N. Thornley
W . I . W inter-Irving,

Tellers.

T. Brunton
E . J .  Crooke.

And so it was resolved in the affirmative.

Noes, 9.
The Hon. J .  C. Campbell 

J .  H . Connor 
N . Levi
D. Melville 
Sir A . Snowden 
J .  A. Wallace 
lT. D. Wanliss.

Tellers.

J .  Bell 
A. O. Sachse.
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N o. 12 ,

IBstractetif from t%e M i n u t e # .

W E D N E S D A Y , 1 9 t h  F E B R U A R Y , 1896.

No. 1.— F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Clause 3 (on recom m ittal):—

* * * * * * *

T he expression “ h a n d ic ra ft” where used in the Factories and Shops A cts shall be 
deemed to include any work w hatsoever done in any “ laundry o r ” dye-works and w hether or not 
done m preparing or m anufacturing articles for trade or sale.— (Hon. H . Cuthbert.)

Amendment proposed—T h at the words “  laundry or ” be omitted.— (Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir  F  T . Sarqood ) 
Question T h a t the  words proposed to be omitted stand part of the clause— put 
Committee divided. r

Ayes, 8.
T he Hon. D . Coutts

H . C uthbert 
C. J .  H am  
W . M cCulloch 
J .  M. P ra tt  
G. Simmie.

Tellers.
T . B runton 
E . J .  Crooke.

Noes, 23.
The Hon. J .  H . A bbott 

J .  Balfour 
J .  Bell
J .  C. Campbell 
Sir W. J .  .Clarke, Bart.
S. W. Cooke
G. Davis 
T . Dowling 
S. Fraser
G. Godfrey 
N . Levi
D. Melville
E . M iller
E. Morey
C. Sargeant
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood 
J .  Service 
Sir A. Snowden 
N . Thornley 
T. D. W anliss 
W . I. W inter-Irving.

Tellers.
W . P itt  
A. 0 . Sachse.

And so it passed in the negative.

N o. 2. F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Proposed new clause H  (on recom m ittal):—
(1)  ̂E very  person who on a Sunday after the hour of one o’clock in the afternoon sells milk 

o r -  o delivers milk on sale, w hether in a retail or wholesale way, and w hether the same has to be 
paid for on or after delivery, and every person who causes any milk to be so sold or delivered, shall 

e guilty  of an offence and shall on conviction be liable to a penalty of not more than Five pounds 
to r every such offence.

— (Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir  F . T. Sargood.")



A yes, 20.
T he H on. J .  H . A bb o tt 

J .  B alfour 
T . B run ton
D . C outts
E . J .  Crooke
H . C u thbert
D. H am  
W . M cCulloch
E . M orey 
J .  M . P ra t t
C. S argean t
L ieut.-C ol. S ir F , T . Sargood 
G. Simmie 
S ir A . Snowden 
J .  S ternberg  
N . T hornley 
S. W illiam son 
W . I . W in ter-Irv in g .

Tellers.
S. W . Cooke 
W. P it t .

A nd  so i t  was resolved in  the  affirmative.

N o . 3.— F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t  B i l l — Proposed new clause C (on recom m ittal) :— 
T he  M inister m ay after due inquiry and subject to such conditions as may appear requisite 

suspend the  provisions of the  F ac to ries  and Shops A cts w hich  relate to shops in  any building or 
place in  w hich  a, public exhib ition  of w orks of industry  and “ a r t ” is being held, provided th a t 
such exh ib ition  be not carried  on for the  benefit or gain of any p rivate  person's.

I n  the  event of any  breach of the  conditions of such suspension the sam e may. a t any time 
be revoked by the M inister by a notice under his hand published in the  Government Gazette.— (Hon.
H . Cuthbert.')

A m endm ent proposed— T h a t the  words “ or bazaar or fair fo r bjenevolenf, oi, charitable^ purposes ” be 
inserted after th e  word “ a rt,/-’ in line 3.—-(H p n . J . Bell,.)

Question— T h a t the words proposed to be inserted be. so inserted— put.
Com m ittee divided.

; ^ o p s ,  1 ? . '  .

The. Hon. J. Belt
J .  C. Cam pbell 
Sir W . J .  C larke, B art. 
G. D avis 
T . D owling 
N . F itzG erald  
S. F raser 
G . G odfrey 
N . Levi
D . M elville
E . M iller
A. 0 .  Sacshe 
T . D. W anliss.

Tellers.
D r. W . H . E m bling 
D. E . M cBryde.

A yes, 18.
T he  Hon. J .  B ell

T . B runton
J .  C. Cam pbell
S ir W . J .  C larke, B art.
E . J .  Crooke 
T . D ow ling 
D r. W . II . Em bling 
N . F itzG era ld  
S. F raser 
D . H am  
N . L evi
D. M elville
E . M iller
C. S argeant
G. Simmie 
J .  S ternberg.

Tellers.
S ir A . Snowden 
T . D . W anliss.

A n d  so it  was resolved in th e  affirmative.

Noes, 16.
T h e  Hon. J .  H . A bbo tt 

J .  B alfour 
S. W . Cooke 
D. C outts
H . C uthbert 
G. D avis
G. G odfrey
D . E . M cB ryde 
W . M cCulloch
E . M orey
L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood 
N . T horn ley  
S. W illiam son 
W . I .  W in te r-Irv in g .

Tellers.
W . P i t t  
J .  M . P ra tt.



LEG ISLATIVE COUNCIL.

S E S S I O N  1895-6.

W E E K L Y  R E P O R T  OF D I V I S I O N S
IN,

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE COUNCIL.

N o. 1 3 .

'ZZxtxacU'ti from t$e jHtnutes,

T U E S D A Y , 2 5 t h  F E B R U A R Y , 1896.

No. 1 Pq§T-  Q.F îjGE, A ct; 189.0, A ^ ej^ ^ eso? 5 ? LLr—Cl%u,se 11
'yhe'- pojsyer^; epnferredj by, section th irty  of the Post Office A c t 1890 on th e  Postm aster- 

General may be exercised by w ith regard to letters packets new spapers or parcels addressed to 
any person y 'hateyer w hether residing wftMp. Qr beyond the limits of Victoria. H.
Guthbert.)

Question—T h at clause 11 stp.nd p a rt ° f  tjie Bd;l— put.
Committee divided.

Ayes* 1 4  
T he H on. J .  BaJ£our-

Sir W . J,. C larke, B art.
D. Coutts
H . G uthbert 
T . D ow ling
D. Ilaip,
W . M cCulloch
D. M elyillp
E . Mopey
Hieq.t.-Col. Sfj-r F . T . Sargood 
Sir A . Sq.Qivden 
S. W illiamson.

Tellers.
S. W . Cooke.
Q. J. H am .

Noes,, 20.
The Hon. J;. H . A bbott 

J .  Bell 
T. Brunton 
J .  C.. Campbell 
J .  H. Connor 
G. Davis
Dr. W . H . Em bling 
N . F itzG era ld  
S. F raser 
G. Godfrey 
N . Leyi
D . E . M cBryde
E . M iller 
J;. Mi. P ra tt  
A . 0 - Saohse 
J .  A. W allace 
T . D. W anliss
W . I . W inter-Irving.

Tellers.
S. A ustin  
W . P itt .

A nd so it passed in the  negative.

W E D N E S D A Y , 2 6 t h  F E B R U A R Y , 1896.

No. 2.— F e d e r a t io n  o f  A u s t r a la s ia  E n a b l in g  B i l l  (N o. 2 )— Clause 13 :—
T he voting shall be “ taken throughout V ictoria as one electoral district and every voter 

shall vote for the full num ber of R epresentatives required otherwise the vote shall be rejected as 
inform al.— (lion. H . Cuthbert.')

Am endm ent proposed— T h at the words “ by means of voting papers transm itted by post v  be inserted 
after the  word “ ta k e n /’ in lino I .— (Ron. C. Sargeant.)



-put.

Noes, 11.
T he Hon. T . B runton 

S. W . Cooke
D. Coutts;
H . C uthbert 
T . D owling 
G. Godfrey 
N . Levi
W . M cCulloch
E. Miller.

Tellers.
G. D avis 
S. Fraser.

A yes, 26.
T he Hon. J .  H . A bbott 

S. A ustin  
J .  B alfour 
J .  B ell
J .  C. Cam pbell 
S ir W . J .  C larke, B art.
J .  H . Connor
E . J .  Crooke 
D r. W . H . Em bling 
N . F itzG era ld
D . H am
D . E . M cBryde
D . M elville
E . M orey 
W . P i t t  
J .  M . P ra t t
C. Sargeant
L ieut.-C ol. Sir F . T . Sargood 
G . Simmie 
S ir A . Snowden 
J .  S ternberg  
N . Thornley  
J .  A. W allace 
W . I .  W in ter-Irv ing .

Tellers.
A . O. Sachse 
T . D. W anliss.

A nd  so it was resolved in  the affirmative.

N o . 3.— F e d e r a t i o n  o f  A u s t r a l a s i a  E n a b l i n g  B i l l  (N o. 2 )— Clause 13 (as am ended):—
T h e  voting shall be taken  by m eans of voting papers transm itted  by “ post ” throughout 

V ic to ria  as one electoral d istric t and every voter shall vote for th e  full num ber of Representatives 
required otherw ise the  vote shall be rejected  as inform al.— {Hon. H . Cuthbert.)

A m endm ent proposed— T h a t th e  w ords “ to every elector ” be inserted after the  word “ post,” in 
line 1.— {Hon. L ieut.-C ol. S ir  F . T . Sargood.)

Q uestion— T h a t the  w ords proposed to be inserted be so inserted— put.
Com m ittee divided.

A yes, 22.
T h e  H on. J .  H . A bbott 

J .  B ell
J .  C. Cam pbell
S ir W . J . C larke, B art.
J .  H . Connor
E . J .  Crooke 
D r. W . H . E m bling
D. H am
D. E . M cB ryde
D . M elville
E . M orey 
W . P i t t
C. Sargeant
L ieut.-Col. S ir F . T . Sargood
G. Simmie
Sir A . Snowden
J .  S ternberg
N . T hornley
J .  A . W allace
W . I. W in ter-Irv ing .

Tellers.
A . O. Sachse 
T . D. W anliss.

N oes, 13.
T he  H on. J .  Balfour 

T . B runton 
S . W . Cooke
D . Coutts 
H . C uthbert 
T . D ow ling 
S. F raser 
G . G odfrey 
N . L evi
W . M cCulloch
E . M iller.

Tellers.

S. A ustin  
N . F itzG erald .

A nd so i t  was resolved in the  affirmative.
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E X T R A C T E D  F R O M  T H E  M IN U T E S  O F  T H E  P R O C E E D IN G S  O F  T H E
L E G IS L A T IV E  C O U N C IL .

W EDN ESDA Y, I 9 t h  FE B R U A R Y , 1896 .

8 . M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s e m b l y . — The President announced the receipt of the following Message from the 
Legislative Assem bly :—

M r . P r e s i d e n t —

The Legislative Assembly acquaint the Legislative Council that they desire a Free Conference on the subject- 
matter of the amendments made and insisted on by the Legislative Council in the Bill intituled “ An A ct to further 
amend the L aw  relating to the Victorian R ailways,” and that they have appointed nine Members of the Legislative 
Assembly to be Managers of the said Conference.

L egislative Assembly,
Melbourne, 19th February, 1896.

Ordered—That the foregoing Message be taken into consideration to-morrow.

TH U R SD A Y , 2 0 t h  FEBR U A R Y , 1896.

7. R a i l w a y s  B i l l . — The Order of the Day for the consideration of the Message from the Legislative Assembly desiring a  
Free Conference on the subject-matter of the amendments made and insisted on by the Council in this Bill having 
been read—

The Honorable II. Cuthbert moved, That the desire of the Legislative Assembly for a Free Conference on the Bill 
intituled c: An A ct to further amend the Law relating to the Victorian R a ilw a ys” be complied with, and that the 
following Members be appointed Managers of the Conference :—The Honorables J. H. Abbott, J. Bell, E. J. Crooke, 
N. FitzGerald, I). Ham, Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood, J. Service, N. Thornley, and J. A . Wallace.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, That the Conference meet in the South Library this day at half-past Seven o’clock.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— That a Message be transmitted to the Legislative Assembly acquainting them that the Legislative Council 

have appointed nine Members to confer with a like number of Members of the Legislative Assembly on the Bill 
intituled “ An Act to fu rth er amend the L aw  relating to the Victorian Railways,” and have appointed the South 
Library as the place of meeting and half-past Seven o’clock this day as the time of meeting of such Conference.

F R ID A Y , 2 1 s t  F E B R U A R Y , 1896.

4. R a i l w a y s  B i l l — C o n f e r e n c e . —The Managers again proceeded to the Conference, and being returned, the Honorable 
Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood reported, on behalf of the Managers for the Legislative Council, that they had met the 
Managers for the Legislative A ssem bly on the subject-matter of the amendments made and insisted on by the 
Legislative Council in the B ill intituled “ An Act to fu rth er amend the Law  relating to the Victorian Railways,” and 
with which the Legislative Assem bly had disagreed, and that, after discussion, the following resolutions had been 
agreed t o ;—

1. That there shall be a General Manager, to be called a Commissioner, and that the Government are to have 
unlimited powers as to his selection.

2. Clause 13 of the B ill to be struck out.
3. An Advisory Board to be formed, that is, at least once in each month the Commissioner shall call together 

the following officers :—The Engineer-in-Chief, the Secretary for Railways, the Chief Mechanical Engineer, the 
Engineer for Existing Lines, and the Traffic Manager for the purpose of consultation, three to form a quorum, to 
discuss all matters brought forward by the Commissioner or by any of the officers present, records to be kept of all 
their meetings.

GRAHAM BERRY,
Speaker.



CONFERENCE BETWEEN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL AND THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ON THE RAILWAYS 
BILL.

Council.
The Hon. J .  H . Abbott 
The Hon. J .  Bell 
The Hon. E. J .  Crooke 
The Hon. N. FitzGerald 
The Hon. D. Ham
The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sarsrood 

K.C.M.G.
The Hon. J .  Service 
The Hon. N. Thorn ley 
The Hon. J . A. Wallace.

T H U R SD A Y , 2 0 t h  F E B R U A R Y , 1896.

Present :
Assembly.

The Hon. G. Graham 
The Hon. I. A. Isaacs 
The Hon. Sir John  M cIntyre 
T. Smith, Esq.
W. A. Trenwith, Esq.
The Hon. A. L. Tucker 
The Hon. G. Turner 
The Hon. W. T. Webb 
The Hon. H. R. Williams.

f  \ ? UnNER‘-i Gentlemen,— We have been selected by the Assembly to confer with Representa-
a lth o u ffn h td if f e ^ n c e ^ W  t h e R ailw ay B ill. T his is considered such an important matter that
a strong' effort sW d d  h ! 7  tW0 H1° us1es a rev e i7  g reat> ^  was thought w ise in our Chamber that
that w e m £  n t ! f  T  7 £  ^  WaS n0t Possible to reconcile those differences in order
n t h r R ^ w a v D e S r t m P n r  m Tar n  W° Uld meet. the § reat difficul<7 w hich  is now  being experienced  

R ailw ay D epartm ent. T h e G overnm ent some tim e ago introduced into the A ssem bly a B ill for the
K X e s  T d T L T  What ™  “  at *hat t i n / t o  be a schem e w h i c t 3 o b v i a t e  a ll the 
wbnlA nf M measure w as very thoroughly discussed in the H ouse for several w eeks. N early the  
whole of the Members took part m  the discussion. I t  w as based on the principle of havina a Trust

r G e n ^ M a n ^ I8tT h ? H f°nr f° r, th6 pUrp0S6 of mana£mg the railways in conjunction with
L te r ^ T n a t io r Z t  IL ^h e  House, after giving the matter full consideration, came to a practically unanimous 

scheme was not one that could be adopted by the Chamber. Other modes of dealing
was unanL onsL  flT  ultimafe1̂  the Government had to bring down another scheme which
has hp,Pn n 7 n S  i  l  l  ® House ; that was, that we should follow practically the system which 
Commissinn J  7  A f traba a*d Queensland, of having a General Manager called by the name of
the Z l  J  I  ™ !  fr?m our Present system of having three Commissioners. I t  was thought that
w ho T lT rl L  Hi 7  S  7 Wf S t0 6 SOme gentleman with large knowledge of railway matters, 

u a + u 6 ™ management of the railways. I t  was believed that the real solution 
nnlwX 7 - fl 7 Waf  f ve a Manager who should have a secure tenure, and who should be free from 
P lcal ^ fluence, but who, at the same time, should be subject to Parliamentary control. The Bill which 
was sent to the Legislative Council was based on those lines. Unfortunately, the Council have not been 

676 ° je{ e w ith the Assembly, and they have so amended the Bill as to put back the Trust 
i m F J i 7 P™posed .bF tbe Government. Now, it seems to me that the first question we have to consider 

f  6 Up°n 1S’ wbetber the Council are prepared to give way with regard to a Trust, because, unless 
, on erence comes to that determination, it seems to me to be useless and an absolute waste of time for 

us to attempt to consider what we would substitute for it. Therefore, I  shall be pleased if the Representa- 
1 S °. . e ouncil will favour us with their view on that matter, because so far as we are able to judge 
A °P1i°,I(T  Chamber which we represent here, it is utterly useless to ask the Members of the
^assembly to consent to the railways being managed by a Trust, and, that being so, I  think it will facilitate 

-ii11/*688 an S ° 7 Gn*he deba*e which will have to take place if some gentlemen representing the Council 
favour us with their opinion on that first and very important point.

f + l-* REi)-ERICK ®ARG00r>-— Mr. Turner,— I  need hardly say that the Council recognise the import- 
nce 0 is subject, perhaps the m ost im portant that has come before Parliam ent for some time, and I  am  

° n 7  6 0 . . êp^ng s the Council w hen I  say th ey  recognise also the courtesy and wisdom o f
but 0T’er° ment !n 1Ilviting the present Conference. W e all hope that good results may follow  from it ; 
infl ^r°  a ^Xaf  jnd*cated by yourself, you Sir, may be able to suggest some plan by w hich  this political 

uence, w hich has been a bane in the past, m ay be absolutely eliminated from future railway construction 
u managem ent. T he C ouncil are not absolutely wedded to just the four corners of that clause which you  
s remier drafted, but the principle of the rem oval of railw ay managem ent from political control is all- 
mpor an . There is also another im portant matter w hich  you have nottouched on, and w hich m ight w isely  

prece e t e question of a T rust— that is, the question of the selection of a Manager. Y ou  w ill agree w ith  
e, a unless w e get a first-class G eneral M anager, the w hole thing may be a failure whatever other 
ac mery we m ay have. T he Council are of opinion that it  is not w ise to restrict the Ministry unduly in 
6 86 6-“  a G eneral M anager. Probably it m ight be w ell for you to deal w ith that question first.

Mr. Tu r n e r . N o, I  think we m ust first of all decide, T rust or no Trust. That seems to me the 
great bone of contention betw een the tw o H ouses.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— I t  is one of three.
Mr. T u r n e r . — I t is the principal one.
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .  I  need hardly say that a T rust with a bad Manager would not insure 

success, so it is all important just as a firm would first of all like to get a good General Manager of a 
business, whatever other details might be carried out. 0 0

a  z



Mr. S e r v ic e .— T he feeling in  the  Council is th is, if the  other House desires to get rid of political 
control, the Council does not see how  th a t is possible w ith  the  M inister a t the head. We are quite anxious 
to preserve, and consider it is r igh t to preserve, the  au thority  of Parliam ent in dealing w ith the railways, 
but we w ant to  ge t rid of the interference of M embers of Parliam ent in their individual capacities. T hat 
is the distinction we draw  in  regard to this m atter.

M r. T u r n e r .— Y ou mean political interference ?
Mr. S e r v ic e .— Personal interference of a political character. W e do not w ish to deprive Parliam ent 

of any of its rig h ts  or powers in any shape or form, because in the last resort Parliam ent m ust be the 
h ighest au thority  ; bu t we do not w ish to bring back a state of th ings w hich I  thoroughly remember in the 
past. I  have been looking down your side of the table to see how m any gentlem en there have had the 
experience th a t I  and older members of P arliam ent have had. I  th ink  there are no fewer than six 
gentlem en at your tab le  who were not in Parliam ent, and had not been in P arliam ent, a t the time when the 
Railw ay A ct of 1883 was passed. Those who w ere not in political life before th a t, and who were not 
w atchful of w hat was going on in political life, can have no idea of the  condition of things th a t existed 
in the R ailw ay D epartm ent, as in all other branches of the G overnm ent service, w hen political action on the 
part of individual members of P arliam ent w as so rife th a t it became a perfect burden to Members them 
selves ; and Avhen the new B ill was passed, en trusting  Commissioners to deal authoritatively  w ith those 
m atters, setting  aside the interference of the M inister even, except under certain  conditions, I  well remember 
the  sense of relief th a t was felt and expressed, I  th ink , by every M em ber of the House at th a t time. The 
feeling was— “ T h an k  God, we have got rid  of th a t incubus which has been lying on us—the torm ent of 
being continually solicited by our constituents to ge t favours for them  in the R ailw ay D epartm ent.” I, for 
one, would not be a party  to the  restoration of th a t sta te  of th ings under any circumstances.

M r. T u r n e r .— W here is the proposal to restore th a t in the B ill we sent you ?
M r. S e r v ic e .— I  say your B ill pu ts  the  M inister in the position of head of the working 

of the m easure, th a t is, restoring exactly  the condition of th ings th a t existed before th a t 1883 Bill 
was passed.

M r. T u r n e r .— I t  is w hat ex ists now. T h e  only alteration by the Bill is th a t instead of having 
three Commissioners, one man and tw o dummies, we have one m an who is responsible. W e do not give the 
M anager any grea ter power of interference than  he has a t present. There is no difference w hatever, th a t I  
am aw are of. I f  the  Council can point out any clause in the  B ill w hich would in any way increase political 
influence by individual M embers, I  will be prepared to consider th a t, bu t as fa r as I  know, there is not a 
single alteration. W e only substitu te  one Commissioner for three, two of whom were undoubtedly dummies.

M r. S e r v ic e .— Is  there no power given to the M inister to receive deputations ?
M r. T u r n e r .— Y es.
M r. S e r v ic e .— T h at is not legal under th e Comm issioners’ A ct.
M r. T u r n e r .— H e can receive the deputations, and  does now, and our object in preventing the 

M anager from receiving deputations was to tak e  aw ay any attem pt a t political interference w ith  him ; not 
in any shape or w ay to restore it. D eputations m ust be received by some one, and we thought it was wiser 
th a t a deputation should have to go to the M inister ra th er than  to a gentlem an who depended on Parliam ent 
for his salary, who m igh t be interfered w ith  by M embers of Parliam ent, and who, if he was a w eak man, 
m ight be afraid of offending the M em bers. O ur object was to decrease political interference, not to increase 
it, and if you can show us how  th a t clause is injurious, we shall be very g lad  to consider it.

M r. S e r v ic e .— Y ou are speaking from a theoretical view  of the subject, not in view of the  recent 
h istory of the colony, th a t is, the  h istory  of ten  or tw elve years ago. T he  M inister, as I  understand by this 
B ill, w ill be pu t in exactly  the same position as M r. G illies and the la te  S ir Jam es P atterson  occupied when 
they  w ere M inisters of R ailw ays.

M r. T u r n e r .—T h a t is certainly no t intended, and it  is not carried out as far as I  know.
Mr. S e r v ic e .— I  am sure your object is the same as ours ; you w ant to see the th ing  conducted in 

a pure and correct m anner, bu t I  th ink  th e  B ill does not carry th a t out. T he B ill places M embers just 
exactly  in the same position as before the Com m issioners’ A c t w as passed.

Mr. T u r n e r .— If  th a t clause were elim inated, would the Council be prepared to deal w ith the rest 
of the B ill, leaving out the question of the T ru s t ?

Mr. F i t z G e r a l d .— A re the Council to understand th a t the L egislative Assem bly would oppose the 
creation of any advisory body in addition to a perm anent head ?

M r. T u r n e r .— I think, as far as I  can ascertain  the feelings of the A ssem bly, th a t they will certainly 
object to any controlling T ru st, or any advisory body ; personally, I  am  more strongly opposed to the latter 
than  to the former. I  th ink  an advisory body would be a farce. You could never g e t men to devote 
sufficient attention to t h a t ; if they  are only to give advice, they  w ill not be able to enforce it.

S ir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— Y ou would leave it to the  M inister and the  G eneral M anager.
M r. T u r n e r .— Controlled by P arliam ent.
M r. S e r v ic e .— W hat does th a t mean ? I  can understand Parliam ent passing an A ct or resolution, 

or P arliam ent acting through the M inister for the tim e being. T he first tw o methods I  do not th in  t  e
Council have any objection to a t all. A s I  said in my opening rem arks, so far as the control and policy,
and to a certain lim ited ex ten t the m anagem ent of the  ra ilw ays, is concerned, Parliam ent m ust m aintain l s 
suprem acy.

Mr. T u r n e r .— T he M inister m ust ac t th rough  the  E xecu tive  of the  day; he cannot act m any 
other way. „

Sir J o h n  M c I n ty r e .— W ould it not be well to determ ine first of all w hether we shall have a rus 
of four or two, and w hether an A dvisory Board or T ru s t of some kind. T hen  we s ta rt on the lines ai own 
by the Prem ier, and we know w hat we are going to do. I f  there is a m ajority in favour of a T rustaccor ing 
to the position taken up by the Prem ier, th a t  settles the  w hole question; bu t suppose some modi ca ion o 
the T ru st idea is carried out, say the m ajority  of th is Conference determ ine on an Advisory B o a r ,  consis ing 
of tw o instead of four; because, a fte r all, w hat would a T ru s t be bu t an A dvisory Board oppose w 
determine first, shall we have, in addition to a G eneral M anager, a body of some kind-—a bu er, so o spea , 
between the G eneral M anager and the M inister, or Parliam ent, as the case may be? W oul it no e c esira 
to determ ine first shall we have a T ru s t o f any kind or an A dvisory Board ? I  do not know t ie ee 
honorable Members here, but we desire, as the  Council M embers suggest, to do the best we can. ©
decided tha t point, we could then  go on to the  question of the  character of the new managemen



Mr. T r e n w ith .— I  th ink as to the question of a T rust, w hether of two, or four, or six, the first 
point we have to consider is—T ru st or no T ru st. The Assembly is clearly of opinion that there should be 
no T r u s t ; they have had experience of a T ru s t under another name, and it is alleged tha t political 
influence never was more rife than  during th a t time. W e have had experience since of a different kind of 
management still, somewhat of a T rust character, called Commissioners, w ith the M inister having some 
authority, and we find from experience th a t the m anagem ent has very much improved since the M inister 
has had some nominal power, Members of Parliam ent not going in their individual character to the Com
missioners. B ut the Assem bly is of opinion th a t divided authority  at the head of the railw ays is not a 
good thing. I  th ink it is an opinion th a t m ight be expressed properly in the old adage th a t “ one bad 
general is better than  two good ones.-” T hat, I  th ink, is strongly the opinion of the  Assembly. The 
gentlemen of the U pper House appear to dread political influence. M y friend, Mr, Service, said, he has 
recollection of the tim e when the  lives of Members of Parliam ent were almost unbearable, and tha t when 
political influence was removed, they  thought, w ith  thankfulness, they had got rid of the incubus. This 
Bill, sent from the Assembly, seems to provide ju st w hat Mr. Service desires, th a t Members of Parliam ent 
shall be able to say tru thfu lly  to their constituents th a t they cannot go to the M anager of the railways. 
They are prohibited by law from going to him, but they can go to the M inister. The M inister has no 
control under this Bill, and he has no control of the M anager. In  the event of there being a disagreement 
between the M inister and the M anager, the M inister can, under this B ill, appeal to his colleagues, and in 
the event of the Cabinet being in accord on the m atter, there are provisions for suspending the M anager 
and, subject to an agreem ent on the p a rt of both Houses, removing him, but in the meantime the General 
M anager has absolute control of the  railw ays, and Members of Parliam ent cannot approach him. T hat 
seems to provide all the safeguard as to M embers of Parliam ent that M r. Service desires, although 
I  respectfully submit th a t w hat we are considering is not so much protection to Members of Parliam ent 
from disagreeable positions as the best method of m anaging our railw ays—th a t is the all-im portant con
sideration. W e have had two systems of m anagem ent; we have had management by the M inister 
absolutely, or as nearly so as possible ; and we have had m anagem ent by a T rust, w hich was probably the 
worst m anagem entawe ever had. T h a t was the time w hen all our deficit was piled up ; it was the time 
when all the scandals th a t have been ventilated in the public press and the L aw  Courts were accumulated. 
Since then  we have had m anagem ent partly  by the M inister and partly  by independent persons, and my own 
impression is th a t, no m atter how disagreeable it may have been to Members of Parliam ent, the first was 
the best of the three as far as returns and results from the railw ay were concerned, including economic 
management and proper and useful working. I  agree w ith  M r. Service th a t it  was extrem ely unpleasant, 
and it was a condition of things I  should not like to see again ; bu t if the sole desire of the Council is to 
avoid political m anagem ent and political interference by individual Members, I  would respectfully submit 
th a t this B ill provides for it better than  anyth ing  else proposed in connexion w ith the railways.

Mr. S m ith .— It is intended to, a t any rate.
Mr. S e r v ic e .— These opinions are offered by M r. T renw ith  no doubt w ith  the most perfect confidence 

and good fa ith  th a t the results he has mentioned w ill follow from the proposition under this B i l l ; but an 
old stager like myself, who has looked for years a t the m anagem ent, since the railways were constructed, 
can w ith difficulty restrain  a  smile a t the innocency w ith w hich Mr. Trenw ith, as a young Member, 
attem pting to deal w ith  this in all honesty of purpose, imagines it possible under the provisions of this Bill 
tha t political patronage will not run riot.

M r. T r e n w it h .— W ill you kindly show how ?
M r, S e r v ic e .— These are things th a t are know n—it would take a good deal of time to explain it 

in words. B ut speaking of the  present state of th ings, it appears to be taken  for granted th a t the  Com
missioners’ system h asv broken down— I  do not adm it anything of the  sort. I t  may have partly  broken 
down in this colony through the fau lt of the individuals working it, but in a neighbouring colony it has 
worked w ith  great success ; and surely we w ill not condemn the principle because of the failure of the 
individual carrying it out. I  say th a t the policy of m aking certain gentlem en w ith business capacity and 
knowledge in the m anagem ent of railw ays entirely independent of political men, w hether M inisters or 
Members of Parliam ent, is the only one th a t can possibly produce solid results. T h a t is the feeling of the 
Council, as a whole. I f  you introduce the M inister into the affair here, we know how those things are 
worked— I  speak of w hat everybody knows. A  man goes to the M inister and says—“ I  w ant a railway 
from So-and-so to So-and-so in my d istric t.” T he M inister m ust receive th a t Member of Parliam ent w ith 
perfect courtesy, and lean tow ards his desire to placate tha t man, especially if  he is a supporter, and so the 
thing runs on all round— M embers of Parliam ent are all alike. One Member succeeds in getting a railway 
in his district, and all the electors rush  in arms and ask their Member in tu rn — “ W hy did not you work 
the oracle ? ” and the oracle m ust be worked so long as the man a t the head of a concern of this sort is 
dependent for his existence on the  votes of those men who are asking for the railways.

Mr. T u r n e r ,— T he T rust would not stop t h a t ; it would not affect w hat people desire in any shape 
or form, because you are speaking as to construction. T he T ru st w ill not have anything to do w ith con
struction— those deputations would still go to the M inister, but the construction has been placed in the 
hands of the R ailw ays Standing Committee.

M r. S e r v ic e .— I  may have been taking my illustration from the past.
Mr. T r e n w it h .— B ut w e are dealing w ith  the present.
M r. T u r n e r .— Some one m ust receive those deputations. The people who desire to pu t complaints 

before the  railw ay m anagem ent m ust have an opportunity of doing it. There are only two ways : they 
must either go direct to the M anager, or they must go to th e  M inister. Is  it  not far worse for Members of 
Parliam ent to be going to an officer of the Government and introducing a deputation? I  have seen, myself, 
three or four M embers of the  Council and three or four Members of the  Assembly introducing a deputation 
to the  M anager of the railways, w ith a large number of constituents asking for w hat they consider rights, 
but w hat he considers favours. Is  it not better for th a t to filter through the M inister to the M anager than 
to go direct to him ?

Mr. S e r v i c e . — My experience says “ No ” certainly. W e have an illustration in a neighbouring 
colony of how a w orking M anager can keep M embers of Parliam ent a t bay. W e know the case of one 
parliam entary gentlem an, whose name need not be mentioned, who attem pted to influence M r. Eddy, and 
whom Mr. E ddy told to go to the  door, and whom he fought under certain circumstances with which you



are familiar. H e resolved, and succeeded in carrying out his purpose of rendering his action entirely 
independent of the influence of M embers of Parliam ent. W hat has been done there can be done here, if 
you have a man who knows w hat he is about and is a man w ith  moral courage, and th a t is the  sort of 
man you w ant.

Mr. T h en  w it h .— H ear, hear.
M r. S e r v ic e .— T h a t man should receive a business deputation as a business man, hear them  talk  in 

a business w ay of the ir particu lar business, and the political M inister for the time being should have nothing 
w hatever to say to it.

M r. T u r n e r .— Suppose we meet your views on th a t question, are you prepared to give up the 
question of a T ru s t?

M r. I s a a c s .— I t  is necessary to have an answer to that.
Mr. S e r v ic e .— T hat is a categorical question that w e are not prepared to answer right off.
M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— Do you not th ink  there  is another question subsidiary to the T ru st question, but 

a very  im portant one w hich m ight have a very considerable influence in leading honorable gentlemen on 
this side to a decision as to a T ru st ? I  speak of the lim itation as to the choice of a Commissioner. Now 
th a t appears to me to have a very im portant bearing. U ndoubtedly, the Council could not entertain such 
an idea as to leave it  to a Commissioner plus the M inister, or the M inister plus a Commissioner for whose 
selection the area was so lim ited as A ustralasia, nor could we believe th a t even in A ustralasia you could 
get a man fitted for the h igh position a t such a salary as tha t named. I  th ink  if the Conference would 
discuss th a t point it will be a very im portant prelim inary, leading us to form an opinion as to w hether a 
T ru s t or A dvisory Board is essential.

M r. T u r n e r .— A  T ru st or no T rust, th a t same question m ust arise.
M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— P ardon me. Supposing we agree here and Parliam ent says— “ W e will secure 

the best man w herever he can be found, and leave the fixing of the salary to the E xecu tive,” we might 
have some reasonable hope th a t a man would be found whose position would be a higher one, no doubt, 
and whose character and ability  would command confidence.

M r. T u r n e r .— H aving  a T ru s t would not alter that.
M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— Yes, it would, because if you had a m an of th a t kind we would not be afraid 

th a t the M inister would be the head. H e  would be the nominal head, but the M anager would be the real 
head, and his knowledge and ability  would m ake the M inister afraid to interfere w ith his action, whereas 
w ith  a w eak man the M inister and political influence would be all-powerful. I  therefore th ink th a t if the 
Conference would deal w ith  th a t point it  would have a very im portant bearing, speaking for myself, as to a 
decision on the other point. In  the present case, I  say in  my opinion it is u tterly  hopeless to discuss a 
T rust, if  afterw ards we came to agree th a t the M inister or any Commissioner would be sufficient to manage 
th is vast complicated concern, such Commissioner to be chosen from w ith in  the colonies. Public opinion 
would arise against us if we consented to  tha t.

M r. T u r n e r .— Surely we can discuss th a t question by itself. Our Chamber w ill not have a T rust 
under any circum stances. A fter dealing w ith  th a t question, it is open for gentlem en representing the 
Council to say th a t the Assem bly is wrong in lim iting the selection, bu t I  th ink  it is useless to discuss th a t 
now. Suppose we agree on tha t, it w ill not help us unless we get rid first of all of the difficulty of the Trust.

M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— I t  w ill help probably in agreeing on all th a t.
M r. T u r n e r .— N o ; i f  we disagree on th a t we can send our B ill to your Chamber and you have it 

then to deal w ith . L eaving out the whole question of the T rust, suppose you give up the question, you can 
then  alter th a t B ill by increasing the area of selection and then we have to consider th a t question, or we 
can deal w ith  it here, but I  fail to see the connexion betw een the  two subjects.

M r. I s a a c s .— W e frankly  say th a t the Assem bly w ill not consent to a T ru s t under any circumstances, 
and then  we invite the  Council to say w hether they are prepared to accept tha t position. I f  they are not 
prepared to accept th a t position, if they  insist on a T ru s t under all circumstances, I  th ink it is useless for 
us to discuss anything further.

M r. S e r v ic e .— W hat are the functions of the T r u s t ; are they described in the B ill ?
M r. I s a a c s .— T hey are described in the  Bill. T he m eaning of the T ru st is the same ; the intention 

is the same. T he views pu t forw ard by honorable gentlem en opposite clearly indicate tha t they mean 
them  to be the same, and therefore we frankly and unreservedly say, as representing the Assem bly, tha t we 
in tim ate th a t the Assembly cannot and will not consent to a T ru s t under any circum stances. Therefore I  
say it is best to meet tha t position a t once, and for the R epresentatives of the Council to say w hether it is pos
sible to go on, because if they say th a t they  will insist on a T ru st under all circum stances it is idle to 
discuss subsidiary questions.

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— M r. T renw ith  seems to be of opinion th a t the best kind of management 
would be a G eneral M anager plus the  M inister, or the M inister plus a M anager.

M r, T r e n w it h .— A  G eneral M anager is w hat our B ill provided for to manage the railways. The 
M inister is in no sense a M anager under the B ill sent from our House to another place. T he M inister is 
simply, as far as he has any absolute power in the railw ays, an adviser, if  he chooses to advise.

S ir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— T hen the  M inister and the M anager are practically in the same position 
as they were prior to 1883.

M r. T r e n w it h .— No ; the M inister had supreme pow er till 1883, and, until certain events take 
place, under this B ill the M anager w ill be supreme.

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— In  theory, not in practice.
M r. T r e n w it h .— In  practice.
Mr. S e r v ic e .— H ow  can he be ? U nder clause 13 it states th a t the M anager shall not receive 

deputations on any subject, and how can he be supreme if he is not allowed to see a man who wants a 
railw ay ?

Mr. T r e n w it h .— W e have a ltered  the law. T he M inister has nothing to do w ith  constructing 
railways. I  am astonished th a t the honorable M ember w ith  his years does not know th a t we have altered 
the law and th a t now the M inister has nothing to do w ith  construction.

Mr. S e r v ic e .— W hen I  am speaking on th is subject I  speak w ith  a knowledge of historical facts 
th a t sometimes leads me to use a w rong illustration.. B u t take the  case of a man who wants an additional 
train service, or an express tra in  to  stop a t a pa ltry  station.



Mr. T r e n w ith .— The Bill provides tha t the General M anager can receive deputations from 
business men.

Mr. 1 u r n e r .  There is nothing to prevent any person who has business with the Manager relating 
to the railways seeing him and placing the facts before him.

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— W hat constitutes a deputation— one, two, three, or four ?
Mr. T u r n e r .  One is certainly not a deputation. W e want to guard against deputations of 

Members of Parliam ent brought there to overawe the Manager. We know what a deputation is, coming to 
a Minister. The persons interested think if they can bring a large number of influential men and Members 
that they can influence the M inister to grant their request, but we want to prevent their going to the 
Manager.

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— T hat is exactly the position th a t he occupied up to 1883. Mr. Trenw ith 
shakes his head, but I  am speaking from personal knowledge. The honorable gentleman was not in Parlia
ment in those days. The friction in those days was so great between a strong self-willed Minister and the 
Commissioner tha t we know of one Commissioner who was literally killed, the late Mr. Higinbotham.

Mr. T r e n w ith .— The M inister in those days was supreme, and he could command the Manager.
Sir Frederick  S argood.— S o he could here.
Mr. T r e n w ith .— N o ; tha t is altered.
Mr. S e r v ic e .— I  still call your attention to clause 13, which says tha t “ The Commissioner shall 

not receive deputations on any subject whatever, but deputations in reference to m atters connected w ith the 
railways may be received by the M inister yet he is to be the General Manager, and all the information is 
to filter through the Minister.

Mr. T u r n e r .—I-Iow would you wish that to be? Do you desire that the clause be eliminated 
altogether ?

Mr. S e r v ic e .—No. I  would allow the M inister to receive deputations on matters of which he was 
the head. I  would not eliminate the clause, but deputations in reference to m atters connected w ith the 
railways should be received by the Commissioner.

Mr. T u r n e r .— We both have the same object, to prevent political pressure.
Mr. S e r v ic e .— You think tha t an independent G eneral M anager will be more likely to be influenced 

by the deputations of Members of Parliam ent than the Minister, and I  differ from you.
Mr. T u r n e r .— I  believe th a t more undue pressure would be brought to bear on an official of the 

Department than on the M inister.
Mr. S e r v ic e .— If you have not a man w ith backbone you are better w ithout him, but in N ew  South 

Wales they have a man w ith backbone who has taken up an independent position and, in point of fact, 
substantially defied Members of Parliam ent to interfere w ith  him. W hy should not it be the same here ?

Mr. T r e n w ith .— T hat is the same that we propose here.
Mr. B e l l . — B ut he has colleagues.
Mr. T r e n w ith .— There is a Commissioner in New South W ales. W e had exactly the same thing 

here. We had a Commissioner and two men who were nothing. The Assembly objects strongly to pay 
salaries for nothing. There must be one man who is supreme. One man fit to be supreme is better w ithout 
the clogging influence of two inferior men.

Mr. S e r v ic e .— One man was supreme over his two colleagues. Will Mr. T renw ith  explain why 
that system has been a success in one place and not in another ; how could the system be a success any
where if it is a bad or false system? You may have had a bad man or a capable man, but the system is 
able to be worked to perfection as shown by the practice in the neighbouring colony.

Mr. T r e n w ith .— My own opinion, and th a t of the Assembly, is that it is not a success in the place 
you speak of, or not so successful as it would be if th a t one strong man you speak of were relieved of the 
two useless advisers he has. T hat is the ground upon which the Assembly went. They say— “ W e w ant 
a man, a good man, a man w ith absolute control, subject to certain reasonable restrictions, and somebody 
whom we can look to for responsibility in the m atter.” T h a t is all provided by the B ill sent to the Council 
by the Assembly. T he B ill they sent back to the Assembly reconstitutes a T rust as to which we have had 
evidence here and in N ew  South W ales, in both instances of extrem ely unsatisfactory results.

Mr. F it z G e r a ld .— Does not tha t a t once excite, I  will not say suspicion, but the idea th a t the 
intention is to re-establish political influence by giving the M inister certain power in the management of 
the railways ?

Mr. T u r n e r ,— W e are not doing that.
Mr. F it z G e r a ld .— This is the point I  lay stress on. Does it not strike you, Mr. Turner and your 

colleagues, if you place a M inister there with a Commissioner, and that Commissioner is of the class that 
you evidently intend he shall be, th a t is to say, that you do not take the widest area for selection, but you 
determine beforehand to narrow the field of selection and fix a salary, in our opinion, completely inadequate 
to command a man w ith the ability he ought to have, that you then absolutely insure that tha t M inister 
shall be the controlling head by giving him a weak colleague ? I t  must be so, because if you restrict the 
area you shut out the world against competition for this high appointment, and if  you limit it to £2,000 a 
year you as effectually shut out th a t competition as if you debarred them from entering the list, even if 
they lived in A ustralia. No man of tha t commanding ability and power would accept tha t amount. That 
amount would not remunerate him for his time and services. I f  you do th a t you ought to consider that, 
before the Members of the Council are asked to come to a decision as to w hether an Advisory Board or 
Trust should be abandoned, we must have some guarantee, more than you a t present offer us, before we 
think of entertaining it, that the man you are to have to associate w ith that M inister shall not be a creature 
of the M inister.

Mr. T u r n e r .— You still have th a t in your power. I f  the T rust is shut out it is competent for you 
to say— “ We will disallow this scheme that you suggest.” You can say— “ You have restricted the area 
of selection and you are  giving an unfair salary.”

Mr. B e l l .— W e cannot say that.
Mr. T u r n e r .— And you have the right then to reject the measure if you think w e are not dealing 

properly w ith it ; but I  do not admit that you have a right to say the salary should be a d v a n c e d  to £3,000 
or £3,500 ; if you do not like the provision in the B ill as to the limited area and the salary it is quite 
within your power to reject that provision altogether, but I  fail altogether to see what on earth the Trust 
has to do with those other tw o points.



M r. F i t z G e r a l d .—I  am sorry you cannot see it. I  know it m ust be owing to w ant of power on 
my part to explain. Y ou say we have constitutionally th a t power. I  presume th a t the youngest Member 
here m ust know th a t we have constitutionally the power ; th a t goes w ithout saying, bu t when you ask us 
to accept a thing w hich we have after due consideration determined to reject, and you give us no security 
before you ask that, th a t the B ill w ill still not be beyond our power to accept though we give way on that 
point, it is more than  you have the righ t to ask us. I  say the position to take up in all amity, and also, 
according to my idea of business comity, would be to say— “ N ow we are prepared to recommend the 
Legislative Assem bly to a lter its idea on the subject of the  field of selection and on the remuneration.” 
W e th ink  it possible tha t may have a considerable am ount to do w ith the other question— that is to say 
th a t if you got a man of such ability  th a t the world of V ictoria would have confidence in him, you 
would have less fear o f the M inister’s being the commanding genius at the railways than if you had a weak 
man— th a t goes w ithout saying, Then our objections to an A dvisory Board m ight be very much lessened 
if we were certain you did not put this handicap as to the  choice on the M inister’s advisers, U ntil I  
am satisfied w ith th a t I  would decline to place the Council in th is position of surrendering what, in our 
opinion, gives us great public support— th a t we are determined th a t there shall not be a shadow or shade of 
continued political influence. Now, you say on the o ther hand—>“ W e will have the M inister there and we 
w ill pu t him  there  with a second-rate man w ith a th ird -rate  salary .” I  ask, who would be then all-powerful ? 
W hy, the M inister. W e should be forced into the position tha t, having yielded to you on th a t point and no 
guarantee being given th a t the A ssem bly w ill change its mind, the whole burden of rejecting this matter 
w ill be throw n on the L egislative Council simply because we refused to lim it the choice to Australasia.

M r. I s a a c s .— I f  th a t had been your object, it would have been simpler to a lter th a t clause. When 
we say to you th a t the Assem bly cannot accept the T ru st and we ask you a plain question whether you 
are absolutely wedded to a T ru s t then  it seems to me for the gentlem en representing the Council to say either 
“ Y es ” or “ N o,” and if they  say— “ No, we are not wedded to i t ,” then it  is for them  to say— “ We will 
m aintain it unless we get such or such conditions,” and then it  would be for us to consider those conditions. 
B u t it  should not be for us to suggest term s to you and ask you to accept them. Our position is absolutely 
clear. I f  you say you are absolutely  wedded to the T rust, the m atter w ill be short ; but if  you say— 
“ W ell, we are not wedded to the T rust, bu t before we give it  up we w ant th is condition and th a t,” then we 
will know where we are. T h a t is the shortest w ay of dealing w ith the m atter.

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— W hat is the  position of the  M inister under the present A c t?
M r. W ill ia m s .— T he M inister receives deputations now. Three-fourths of the deputations that 

come to the D epartm ent come to him.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d ,— Is  th a t under the A ct ?
Mr. W il l ia m s .— I t is the custom of the Departm ent.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— Is th a t in accordance w ith  the A ct ?
M r. W ill ia m s .— I t  is in accordance w ith the practice of the last four or five years.
M r. G rah am .— I t  w as the practice all the time tha t the G raham  B erry  G overnm ent was in and the 

Gillies G overnm ent.
Mr. W ill ia m s .— A nd it has been the practice all through. W hen M r. Speight was there all the 

deputations w ere received by the M inister, who afterw ards communicated w ith  the Commissioners and 
asked them  to take the  m atter into consideration. H e did not use any pressure on the Commissioners, but 
le ft them  to their own judgm ent. T h a t is the practice pursued by myself. I  have sent m atters on to the 
Commissioners asking them  to take into consideration the representations made to me by the  deputations, 
I  have allowed them  to come to a decision altogether ap art from M inisterial influence, and if they say 
“ N o ” I  have informed the deputation th a t the Commissioners could not g ran t the request for such and 
such reasons.

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— Suppose you felt very strongly in favour of some deputation, would it 
not be hum an nature th a t the M inister should, to a certain extent, unintentionally press the Commissioners 
in th a t direction ?

M r. W i l l i a m s . — I  do not th ink  s o .  I  speak for myself. I  have looked on the Commissioners there 
as independent M anagers. T hey have certain  statu tory  duties to perform, and I  have never interfered with 
the  performance of their duties.

M r. S e r v ic e .— H ow  can they  be independent if they  cannot receive deputations ? Here is a 
deputation come to bring forward a certain  request about ordinary business ; they go to the M inister ; 
w hat is the M inister to do after he gets th a t request ? Does he forw ard the objects of the deputation ?

M r. W ill ia m s ,— I  th in k  the reason ac tuating  the G overnm ent in m aking this amendment was 
because it was well known, under the  Speight regime, th a t nearly the whole time of the Commissioners 
was taken up in receiving deputations, and m any m atters of v ital im portance to the railways were 
necessarily neglected. T he in tention of the Governm ent in m aking this amendment was th a t the entire 
attention of the M anager should be directed to the m anagerial duties.

M r. S e r v ic e .— I  do not th ink th a t statem ent about past procedure is in accordance w ith the facts.
M r. W ill ia m s .— Those are the  facts in the  D epartm ent. I  can speak of several years previous.
Sir J o h n  M c I n ty r e .— I  can say th a t M r. G illies actually encouraged the reception of deputations, 

I  have been w ith  many a deputation w hen M r. G illies was in the chair and the Commissioners sat alongside 
of him. In  fact, I  th ink  th a t M r. G illies preferred to see M embers ra ther than  they should go to the 
Commissioners. M r. Service, you have been a t deputations w here M r. Gillies presided and Mr. Speight 
sa t n ex t to him.

M r. S e r v ic e .'—Pardon me, I  have never been at such a deputation.
Sir J o h n  M c I n ty r e .— I have ; but th a t is not the question. I  th ink  we come again to the first 

suggestion ; le t us settle  the question of the T rust.
M r. B e l l . — Y ou have settled  it  ; you w ill not entertain it.
Sir J o h n  M c I n ty r e .— N ot a t all. I , personally, say I  w ill help the Council to modify the Trust 

idea. I f  the Council say— “ H ave an  A dvisory Board or two men to act w ith the General Manager, who
ever he may be, as a Board of A dvice,” I  am prepared to say for m yself I  will consider the idea of that 
favorably. T h a t is sp litting  the difference. I  suggested the same th ing in the House below and I  suggest 
it now. I f  you consider the  propriety of reducing the num ber, the  probability is we can come to a decision 
on the point, and it is for the Members of the A ssem bly to consider w hether they  will accept an Advisory 
Board in any shape.
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M r. T u r n e r . — The M anager would have probably an A dvisory Board w ithin his own D epartm ent. 
He would have the heads of the various branches formed into an A dvisory Board, and would consult them 
at fixed times. You do not need any legislation for that, unless you want to go outside and get persons 
from outside.

M r. I s a a c s . — F or a mere A dvisory Board you do not require any legislation, but if it is to be a 
Controlling Board you do.

M r. B e l l . — W hy not appoint two of the present Commissioners an Advisory Board and give them 
higher salaries ?

Mr. H am .—'Would you m ake the A dvisory Board on the same conditions as the one constituted in 
N ew South W ales, Sir Jo h n  ?

Sir J o h n  M c I n ty r e .— I w ant the General M anager to be the “ b o ss” as much as you opposite do, 
and to feel independent, but I  w ant him also to feel th a t he has some one to lean on who may act as a 
buffer between him and the Parliam ent and between him and the  M inister.

Mr. G rah am .— In  opposition to w hat S ir Jo h n  M cIntyre says, as far as I  am concerned, and I  feel 
certain I  am voicing the feeling of the large m ajority of the Assem bly, we will not have an Advisory Board 
of any kind or a T rust. I  repeat th a t we m ust come to the point as to w hether we are to have a T ru st, or 
Advisory Board w ith simply another name, before we can go on w ith the discussion. I  feel certain the 
Assembly will not give way in the m atter of having an Advisory Board or T rust from outside.

M r. S e r v ic e .— I  do not th ink  the Council will give way to the proposal to make the M inister and 
Commissioner join tly  responsible. T he M inister, from his actual position, is the chief mover in everything 
concerning the railw ays, and there is the difficulty in the minds of the M embers of the Council th a t if the 
M inister is introduced into the m atter we will sim ply have a re tu rn  of all the evils th a t we had in former 
times.

M r. T u r n e r .— W e have not, in any shape or form, altered the relative positions of the M inister 
and the Commissioner.

M r, S e r v ic e .— Y ou are forgetting the 13th clause, because th a t indicates an interference w ith 
almost everything except running  the  waggons. I t  is a most objectionable clause.

M r. T u r n e r .— I  have no doubt w e can come to a determ ination as to th a t if w e can once get rid of  
w hat is looked on by the A ssem bly as the bugbear, th a t is the T rust. If  you say you are prepared to forego 
the formation of a T rust, the other m atters are com paratively insignificant.

Mr. S e r v ic e .— W hy not leave matters as they are?
Mr. T u r n e r .-—T hen we do not w an t legislation at a ll if we are to leave m atters as they are.
M r. S e r v ic e .— U nder the present system  you do not w ant legislation, bu t you w ant some practical 

alteration.
Mr. T u r n e r .— T h at is merely practical adm inistration. T he Governm ent would have to do th a t 

themselves and take the responsibility.
Mr. S e r v ic e .— Can you not do tha t; in  place of try ing  to cure the evil which some people declare 

arose from the imperfections of the  M anagers under the existing law, cannot we try  again ?
Mr. T u r n e r .— You m ust not forget th a t all the  colonies followed our practice, and two of them, 

Queensland and South A ustralia , have seen fit to change it, and have gone back to one Commissioner. 
They saw it did not work. N ew  Zealand followed our exam ple and did the same. N ew  South W ales is 
the only one now th a t carries out the  system copied from our colony, so th a t nearly all the  colonies have 
found it a failure ; therefore, we thought th a t it  was absolutely necessary to change the existing system, 
because we feel th a t it  is an absurdity  for one man to be the leading man and to have two men sitting  
alongside of him as dummies. A ll men who w aited on M r. Speight saw th a t the tw o Commissioners sitting 
with him m ight ju st as well have been away, and better, because M r. Speight would have had to take all 
the responsibility. W e propose now to have one Commissioner. T h is  clause does not alter the relation 
between the M inister and the Commissioner. We are depriving the M anager of seeing deputations, yet I  
do not th ink my friends representing the A ssem bly will stick out about that. You seem to th ink that we 
are by th is B ill g iving the M inister more power than  he has now. I  say you are wrong. W e do not give 
him one iota more power. W e say simply instead of three Commissioners we will have one, leaving the 
relative rights of the Commissioner and M inister the same as under the ex isting  law, but we say for the 
purpose of preventing undue pressure on the Commissioner— “ Y ou shall not receive deputations.” T h a t 
is the only alteration  we made, and we th ink  it to be a good one in the interests of the Commissioners 
themselves.

M r. S e r v ic e .— I  consider th a t is th e  foulest blot in the Bill.
Mr. T u r n e r .— Then w e can alter tha t.
M r. F it z G e r a l d .— D id th e  other colonies lim it the ir choice to A ustralia  ?
Mr. T u r n e r ,— N o ; they  did not ; but you w ill harp on the one point.
Mr. F i t z G e r a l d .— I will harp  on it, because I  w ill never be a party  to handing over the railways

to the M inister, and a man selected w ith  this handicap.
Mr. I s a a c s .—-Are you prepared to give w ay on the question of the T rust if the area of selection is 

extended ?
Mr. F i t z G e r a l d .— I  never heard such a question put to any Conference. T he usual way is to go 

step by step till we get nearer. Y ou ask us in the lum p— “ W ill you do this ? ”  w ithout any guarantee 
tha t if we do it you will not afterw ards say— “ T his is an unwise step, and we w ill hark  back on it.  ̂I  w ant
it to be a security th a t you w ill be able to secure the strongest man in the  world, and I  think it should
have an im portant influence on that. .

M r. T u r n e r .— W ill you say w hat you are prepared to accept, giving up the T r u s t . I t  is no use 
going round and round, it is be tter to come to close quarters.

Mr. F it z G e r a l d .— T h at is a very unusual w ay of putting it. L et us come back. W en you 
opened this Conference it struck me at the  time th a t th is was altogether u n u su a l: tha t is that the arges 
obstacle was to be taken  first. In  all other Conferences I  have attended the endeavour was to come 
together, and by meeting on the smaller differences, and le tting  them melt away we gradually appioac t  e 
larger ; and I  th ink , w ith  the  greatest respect, you approach them w ith a much better chance or agieemen 
than  you have now. Y ou say now— “ If you w ill do so-and-so, we will do so-and-so. I  p iefer the ot er 
plan.



M r. T u c k e r . Three objections have been taken by the Council M anagers ; the first by Mr. Service, 
the second by S ir F rederick  Sargood, and the third by M r. F itzG erald , each different, and each a paramount 
one. Mr. Service objects to the 13th clause as being the foulest blot in the B i l l ; th a t m ust be his main 
objection. S ir F rederick Sargood wishes the T ru s t to remain, and Mr. F itzG erald  wishes the area of 
selection not to be confined to A ustralasia. W ell, you have been told th a t the 13th clause may be modified 
and the  area of selection may be extended beyond A ustralasia, which I  voted for in the Assembly, because 
I  thought the other was a narrow  view to take. Then, the th ird  obstacle th a t you are insisting on is the 
T rust, at the same time th a t I  understand from M r. F itzG erald  that his view in favour of the T ru s t would 
be considerably weakened were the selection of M anager made to apply outside A ustralasia as well as in 
it. Seeing th a t there are indications on the first two points th a t the Assembly m ight possibly give way, 
w hat about the third ? On th a t there is a slight indication. Sir Jo h n  M cIntyre  has proposed an 
A dvisory Board taken  from w ithin the Departm ent. U nder those circum stances it seems tha t the difficulty 
m ight be sm oothed down.

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— T h at m ight be w orthy of consideration. M r. T u rner’s reference to New 
Zealand as an instance of the A c t failing is an unfortunate one. T he fact is there th a t they had two strong 
men— one the  Railw ay M inister, and the other the Commissioner. Both w anted their own way, and it 
came to such a pass th a t one had to go, and the M inister got rid of the R ailw ay Commissioner w ith  very 
unsatisfactory results, and th a t is ju s t w hat we fear. W e know from past experience th a t th a t is w hat 
w ould happen now if this B ill is carried out. T here would be the G eneral M anager on the one hand and 
an obstinate M inister on the other, and one m ust give way.

Mr. T u r n e r .— I  thought they  had three Commissioners; had they  only one in N ew  Zealand ?
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— T here w as one in the sense you speak of. T here was the action by 

one man, and he was got rid of ju s t  because he was too good and too strong.
M r. T u r n e r .— Then the fact of -having th ree Commissioners did not get rid of th a t difficulty.
M r. W a l l a c e .— I  have heard the discussion, and I  th ink  the m atter could be settled in a couple 

of hours to-morrow if S ir F rederick  Sargood, M r. Service, M r. Isaacs, and M r. T urner go through the 
B ill and subm it to us afterw ards the result. T hey  could prepare a B ill satisfactory to all parties.

Mr. I saacs.— W e have no power to do it. W e w ill try and settle  it to-night.
M r. B e l l . — M r. G raham  laid particu lar stress on the  fact th a t he would oppose in every way an 

A dvisory  Board from outside, and laid particular stress on outside nom ination. I  would like to know 
w hether he is inclined to support a B oard  from inside.

M r. G rah am .— W e have th a t under th is Bill. I t  is com petent for the G eneral M anager to call in 
th e  heads of the departm ents as an A dvisory Board.

M r. B e l l . — W e do not w an t a m ere clerk as an adviser. W e w ant men who w ill be placed in an 
independent position by giving them  a salary com m ensurate w ith  the ir responsibility.

M r. I s a a c s .— Do you suggest th a t there should be a  s ta tu to ry  appointm ent of the  M anager’s subor
dinate officers who are to control him  ?

M r. B e l l . — N o. I  would suggest th a t two of the  present Commissioners should receive the 
appointm ents.

M r. T u r n e r .— In  South A ustra lia  they  have a B oard of A dvice for the  assistance of the Commis
sioner, consisting of the E ngineer-in-C hief, the G eneral Traffic M anager, and the Locomotive E ngineer; and 
there  they  have provided tha t, in any m atters of difference betw een the Commissioners and the Board, the 
M inister shall decide.

Sir F red er ic k  S argood .— Y ou do not even  do that.
Mr. T u r n e r .— W e say there is no n ecessity  to have statutory power to do that.
M r. S e r v ic e .— W’h y should w e not have that ?
M r. T u r n e r .— T h a t is a m atter o f adm inistration ; bu t if it w ill obviate the  difficulty to make a 

statu tory  appointm ent, I  do not see any objection.
M r. S e r v ic e .— A re you prepared to m ake the  alteration  I  suggested, and w ithdraw  the provision 

as to deputations to the M inister ?
M r. T u r n e r .— I  should have to consult th e  o ther M embers as to th a t point.
M r. S e r v ic e .— I f  the M inister is to have the  power under the 13th .clause I  say th a t covers the 

entire adm inistration of the railw ays ; in fact, introduces the system w hich was found so obnoxious tha t 
neither the  M embers in the House nor the public outside could bear it  any longer.

M r. T u r n e r .— Suppose we give way on th a t point, w hat else is there ?
M r. S e r v ic e .— W ill you get rid  of the M inister altogether, except as a medium of communication 

betw een the M anager and P arliam ent ; can you get rid  of th e  M inister so far as dictation to the M anager 
is concerned ?

M r. T u r n e r .— T here is the 24 th  section in the existing law which gives the G overnor in Council 
power to call on the Commissioners for a report as to certain m atters. Do you w ant th a t repealed, because 
th a t is the only power of interference th a t I  know of under the  present law ?

M r. S e r v ic e .— I  would not interfere w ith  th a t or w ith  the present powers of Parliam ent.
M r. T u r n e r .— W hat do you w ant more than  strik ing  out clause 13 ?
M r. S e r v ic e .— I  do not th ink  there is m uch else. T here  is the question of the T rust, of course, but 

I  am speaking my own mind on the  subject. W e come here to-night to hear w hat you have to propose, 
and it was in my mind th a t the G overnm ent would be prepared to sta te  w hat they propose to concede.

M r. T u r n e r .— W e represent here not the G overnm ent b u t the  Assembly.
M r. S e r v ic e .— I  though t th a t having sought th is Conference the G overnm ent or the M anagers 

should be able to indicate to us som ething they would propose to concede in the Bill, th a t there  would be 
some suggestion of im provem ent on the ir own B ill in the direction in w hich we wish it improved.

M r. T u r n e r .— W e cannot do th a t because we do not know  your objections to the Bill.
S ir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— H ere they are in w riting.
M r. T u r n e r .— W e have nothing to do w ith  th a t here. W e should reply to those in w riting. This 

is a Free Conference. W e are perfectly prepared to hear in Conference your objections to the Bill as we sent 
it  to  you, independent of the T rust, and we are prepared to  consider them , and perhaps to modify them.

Mr. F i t z G e r a l d — I f  th a t is the case, are the Council R epresentatives a t liberty  to understand th a t  
ra ther than allow this effort to legislate on th is im portant subject to be futile for this Session, you gentlemen,



representing the Assembly, will be prepared to consider th is:— F irst, in the order you have put it, th a t instead 
of that T rust or Advisory Board, w hatever name it may be given, taken from outside, there should be, in 
addition to one standing Commissioner, certain members on his own staff on the railway to co-operate (set 
out with statutory powers) in all m atters of railw ay managem ent ; next, th a t the area of limitation be put 
aside; and third, as Mr. Service attaches so much importance to it, th a t the 13th clause be eliminated. W ith  
the extension of area of choice, of course, you m ust make the salary more in proportion. There are those 
three points. I f  you say by widening, or narrow ing, or altering the sketch we have given of w hat is in 
our minds on those three points is sufficient, I  believe it is possible th a t some middle way may be found by 
which union can be established. B u t above all things, the Council is most em phatic tha t the whole grit of 
the Bill appears to them to be shown in the fact th a t first you have a M inister, and associated w ith him, 
almost necessarily, you have a man whom th a t M inister w ith his increased authority  would make completely 
his creature, and, therefore, you would have political influence guiding the whole railway management. I t  
is impossible tha t any one knowing the past can put th a t aside, and impossible w hen you have men holding 
the position merely of creatures of the Government of the day, th a t the Governm ent will not strengthen 
themselves by pressure, th a t is if  they have a man whom they can readily mould. The man m ust be of 
non-mouldable character if tha t political influence is to be extinguished.

Mr. W eb b .— I agree w ith the majority of the Assem bly tha t this question of the T ru st should be 
first settled, tha t is the all-im portant one, and it  appears th a t the Council’s objection is, th a t w ith any other 
mode of management political influence will be rampant. Surely we should be guided by experience. Mr. 
Service said th a t the A ct of 1883 had done away w ith political influence and th a t Members of the Assembly 
said “ Thank God ; but w hat do we find? th a t under the A ct of 1883 the whole of the difficulties have 
been created, land scandals more numerous than  ever before or after, in fact, tha t they began then.

Mr. F i t z G e r a ld .— Y ou m ust take the times into account. T here  was a good deal of madness all
round.

Mr. W ebb. No doubt, but the greatest m istake of all at th a t time w as th a t the staff was increased 
by a couple of thousand more men than  was necessary.

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— A nd every commercial house increased its staff. W e were all mad then.
Mr. T r e n w ith .— Is not th a t an argum ent against commercial management ?
Mr. W eb b .— I  say th a t during the time of the  stric t adm inistration of the  A ct of 1883 the whole 

of the difficulties and evils th a t we have to contend against now were created. I f  there is to be a com
promise at all, I  th ink the w isest suggestion fell - from Mr. Service, who does not appear to understand the 
Bill as sent to the C ouncil; he suggests tha t we m ight fall back on the existing system, and he very wisely 
said “ W hy is it  th a t the  system  in N ew  South W ales is successful while it is non-successful here ? ” I  
do not th ink he understands the reason why. I  w ill mention why. T he question of management is not 
altogether the reason why railways do not pay. I t  becomes a question of traffic, and a question of the 
position of our lines. In  N ew  South Wales they have no cockspurs. The lines are comparatively straight; 
here we have a number of cockspurs, each w ith an equipment of its own.

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— W hich Parliam ent decided on.
Mr. W ebb.— B ut in V ictoria, strange to say, the managem ent even under those circumstances is 

more economical than th a t of N ew  South W ales ; but the reason th a t they pay and we do not is, taking 
1895 as an example, we find th a t the whole tonnage of V ictoria w ith  the same mileage and our h igh rate 
for working, including our increased coal traffic, was 2,400,000 tons ; but in New  South W ales w ith a 
cheaper system of m anagem ent w ith  stra igh t lines they  carry four million and odd thousands of tons, of 
course due to their immense territory and the immense scope of production they have in comparison with 
ours. I  have noticed in the discussions in Parliam ent th a t although we all go for a change there is not a 
single argum ent to show th a t the railways at present are not managed as economically as they can be, 
except in so far as P arliam ent prevents th a t economy. T he whole system of our railw ay management so 
far as the management itse lf is concerned is as economical as it can be, but the weakness is th a t we have 
considerably too large a num ber of men, and to keep those men employed we have to run trains w ith com
paratively nothing in them. Is  th a t the fault of the present managem ent or any managem ent th a t m ight 
be appointed ? T h a t is the weakness of our lines, and th a t is where Parliam ent should step in and provide 
for a reduction of expenses in th a t direction. Suppose th a t the views of the Council were carried out and 
commercial men were appointed to m anage the railways, S ir Frederick Sargood said tha t he had not such 
confidence in hum an nature th a t i t  would not be influenced by pressure. T h a t opens up the question 
whether a commercial man or the M inister would be more likely to be influenced.

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— U ndoubtedly the M inister.
Mr. W eb b .— M y experience is th a t commercial influence and club influence have done much more 

injury to our railw ays than  any political influence. I  mentioned in the Assembly, and I  w ill give an 
instance here, th a t a neighbour of mine who is known to some members of the Council who sit on tha t side 
of the table, came down and bought some goods in M elbourne and went to the Manager, tha t is a man out
side the control of political influence under the  A ct of 1883, and asked w hat he would take a certain truck 
of goods to a point on the M urray at, and he said £17  odd. A fte r that a m erchant here went down and 
got the same man to carry it for £ 6  5s., and there have been other cases, and consequently I  say I  do not 
see that there is any fear to be anticipated from political influence. I  was sorry to hear Mr. Service put it 
the way he did. I  th ink  it insulting to M embers of both Houses. M y experience is th a t Members never 
went to the Commissioners to influence them  unfairly or injuriously to the colony. Our railways are 
fairly managed, and never will pay owing to our lim ited territory, and as long as Parliam ent insists on 
keeping more hands on than  are required. I  th ink  the first question to settle is the Trust, and then as 
reasonable men we can discuss the other questions as they arise, and while sustaining the views we know 
to exist in  the Assem bly I  feel th a t we are prepared to do w hat we th ink to be in the  best interests of the 
country.

Mr. B e l l . — W hat is your opinion about the  T ru s t?
Mr. W eb b .— I  am totally  against the  T rust. I  say a T rust appointed on the lines mentioned by Mr. 

Service, or Sir F rederick  Sargood, would do more injury to the  railw ays because it would not be amenable 
to Parliam ent. M en are human, and they w ill go for the ir friends. I f  a T rust were appointed, as I  heard 
Sir Frederick Sargood say, of commercial men, I  would ask are there no producers in the colony, no intelli
gent producers, and are those men not to be represented on the T rust, bu t merely commercial men ?



Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— I  did not say 66 commercial men. ”
M r. W ebb. T heir m anagem ent m igh t be better, bu t the question of the railw ays paying is not 

altogether confined to the m anagem ent, but to the production of traffic, consequently I, as a representative 
producer, w ould under no circum stances agree to the appointm ent of a T ru s t composed entirely of com
m ercial men.

Mr. A b b o t t .— I  th ink the reason some M embers oppose the idea of a T ru s t is because they do not 
th ink  it w ill lead to anyth ing  better than  we have at present. A s the last speaker says, I  do not think 
any th ing  can stop the leakage, bu t we w ant to be quite certain  th a t the change w ill bring about the effect 
desired.

M r. I s a a c s .— I s  i t  not im portant to try  ?
M r. A b b o t t .— M any of us consider th a t if you change the m anagem ent you will merely give more 

money for it. T he  gentlem en a t p resen t m anaging the railw ays are doing a ll they can, and we want to 
know  w hat w ill be the  advantage of m aking th is alteration. T h a t is my position.

M r. I s a a c s .— T here is a d rift of over £ 1 0 ,0 0 0  a w eek under the present system ; surely we must 
try  and stop it.

M r. A b b o t t .— W ill th is stop it ?
M r. T u r n e r .— N o one can tell th a t, bu t the general opinion is th a t an effort should be made to try 

a new system . W e cannot be worse under any system  than we are a t present. I  understand now from 
M r. F itzG era ld ’s rem arks th a t the  Council are prepared to give up the T rust, and the only real conditions 
th a t he lays down in exchange are th a t certa in  members of the  staff should be an Advisory Board, that 
section 13 should be om itted, and the  area of selection for a M anager should be unlim ited, and th a t there 
should be a proportionate salary. Of course, it  is useless to discuss those item s unless we understand from 
th e  Council th a t they  are prepared to forego an outside T ru s t for, as I  pointed out from the start, our 
H ouse is so strongly against th a t th a t unless th e  Conference can come to the understanding th a t the T rust 
is to go by the board there m ust be an end to the  whole matter, bu t if you are prepared to give way 
on th a t, some of those are m atters w hich we may fairly  consider.

M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— Y ou agree th a t those members of th e  staff to be an A dvisory Board would have 
sta tu tory  powers.

M r. T u r n e r .— Y es. T h is  Board of A dvice w ith in  the D epartm ent would be appointed by statute, 
som ething the  same way as in South A ustralia , but it  is useless to discuss th is for hours and then come 
back to the one stum bling-block, T ru s t or no T rust.

S ir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— T he Council never intended to have both a T ru st and an Advisory 
Board. I  th ink  you used the  w ords— “ outside T ru s t.”

M r. T u r n e r .— I  th in k  S ir J o h n  M cIn ty re  used the  word.
S ir J o h n  M c I n ty r e .—I  have alw ays advocated th a t the  A dvisory Board should come from the 

D epartm ent itself.
M r. T u r n e r .— I  used the word w hen I  said I  was opposed to an outside A dvisory Board,
S ir J o h n  M c I n t y r e .— I  said an A dvisory  Board consisting of the  tw o present Commissioners. I  

said th a t in the H ouse also, so th a t they  would come from  w ith in  the  precincts of the D epartm ent, not from 
outside. I  th ink  the expert know ledge there  could be turned to account along w ith  a good General 
M anager.

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— I  th ink  th a t we have made considerable progress ; I  do not know why, 
bu t you seem to have run aw ay w ith  th e  idea th a t our H ouse is wedded to an outside T rust. I  am not 
aw are th a t the H ouse has discussed the question of an outside T ru st, T hey  have discussed the question of 
a T ru st.

Mr. T u r n e r .— Y ou said com posed of com m ercial men.
M r. S e r v ic e .— Indiv iduals m ay have said tha t, bu t the Council, as a whole, has never said so.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— I  look on M r. W ebb as being as much a commercial man as I  am. The 

term  “ com m ercial” does no t necessarily m ean th a t you are to deal w ith a certain  class of goods. I f  you 
can subm it th a t to us as being som ething th a t you will be prepared to recommend to your House we can 
retire  a few m inutes and ta lk  it over.

Mr. S e r v ic e .—I n  short, we w ant to get rid  of the  M inister, T h a t is the  chief point in the whole 
affair, th a t he shall have no in terference w ith  th e  daily in ternal m anagem ent of the railw ays. T hen the 
only difficulty behind th a t from the position you take  up, i f  you leave the Commissioner to stand alone, 
seems to be th a t it becomes a position th a t is hard ly  fair to him , because a man w ith  the  tremendous 
burden on his shoulders such as the m anagem ent of the railw ays, would na tu ra lly  desire to fall back on 
and take advice from  some person capable of g iv ing it to him. Y ou seem to be disposed to throw  the 
M inister overboard, a t all events, you have pu t it hypothetically— “ I f  we do so, w ill you give up 
the  T ru s t ? ”

M r. T u r n e r .— W e leave th e  M inister exactly  as he is and alw ays has been all through. W e have 
never altered his position. W e have altered, to some ex ten t, the  position of the  Commissioner. We are 
not going to th row  the  M inister overboard.

M r. S e r v i c e .— Y ou are  p u t t in g  h im  in  a  p o s it io n  th a t  h e  w a s  n o t  in  b e fo r e , in  s e n d in g  d e p u ta tio n s
to him.

M r. T u r n e r .—H e had the  r ig h t before.
M r. S e r v ic e .— I t  was contrary to the  w hole sp irit o f the  A c t now existing , and according to Mr, 

W ebb, such a th in g  as political in terference does not ex ist and never did in the  V ictorian railways.
M r. W ebb.-—N ot injuriously.
M r. S e r v ic e .— I  do not d ispute the  point. I f  M r. W ebb believes he is rig h t he m ust believe it, but 

I  th in k  all the  new spaper press in the colony, and alm ost every public man in his extra-parliam entary 
capacity  has adm itted and deplored the  existence of political patronage. M r. T renw ith , in his opening 
rem arks, said it existed  as w idely under one system  as another, and yet M r. W ebb says it does not exist 
at all. I  deplore anyth ing  in the shape of even appearing to give the M inister powers th a t he has not 
had, M r. T urner says th a t the M inister could receive deputations before, but was it the business of the 
M inister to receive those business deputations ?

M r. T u r n e r .— I t  a lw ays has been in practice.
M r. S e r v ic e .-—I  do not rem em ber it.



Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— I  know th a t Mr. Gillies a t first refused to receive deputations.
Sir J o h n  M c I n ty r e .— H e subsequently received them  regularly .
Mr. G rah am .— I  attended on one of the .largest deputations th a t ever waited on a M inister of the 

C row n; th a t was in the Board-room, M r. Gillies was M inister of Railways, and M r. Service was 
Premier.

Mr. F it z G e r a ld .— T hat was on a question o f policy.
Mr. G rah am .— I  know th a t M r. Service gave a favorable answ er to the deputation after the Com

missioners themselves had refused our request.
Mr. I s a a c s .— W hen M r. Service says— “ G et rid  of the M inister,” I  understand him to mean ge t 

rid of the 13th clause ?
Mr. F it z G e r a l d .— A nd a great deal more.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— W e all agreed th a t it is desirable then th a t the M inister should not 

interfere in the mere details of the m anagem ent, th a t th a t would be the duty  of the Traffic M anager, as he 
would be to a great extent, because construction has been wisely removed from management. T ha t 
was the great m istake we made originally, adding construction to management. I f  we recognise th a t it 
requires a special c la s s , of man to attend to the management of traffic, and the Minister does not 
necessarily possess th a t knowledge, we m ust arrive a t the conclusion th a t the less the M inister interferes 
with those details the better.

Mr. T u r n e r .— T h a t is  admitted all round. W e are at one on that.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— T hen necessarily a deputation to the M inister m ust refer to m atters in

detail.
Mr. T u r n e r .— Our object was to protect the M anager against M embers of both Houses taking a 

crowd of 30 or 40 M embers of Parliam ent to overawe him.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— W ould you like to pu t a clause in th a t M embers of Parliam ent should 

not wait on the M inister ?
M r. S e r v ic e .— The difficulty is th a t you then have a man w ith the h igh office and heavy work, 

and give him no one to consult.
Mr. T u r n e r .— There is no difficulty as to tha t, because our intention is that the General M anager 

should certainly have an A dvisory Board w ithin the D epartm ent, as under the Shiels Government. The 
only difference is th a t you desire those gentlem en to be mentioned in the statute. T hey w ill be a Board 
of Advice to the M inister and will not be able to control him, bu t he w ill have to consult w ith  them 
at certain stated intervals, and oftener if he desires, but w hether he follows their advice or not, is a 
different question.

M r. F it z G e r a ld ,— T hey will be surrounded by th is protection, th a t if their opinion is overridden 
they w ill leave on record their protest.

M r. T u r n e r .— I  suppose they will have formal m eetings and records of their proceedings ; but the 
one difficulty I  see is, I  do not quite understand the  position you take up as to the salary, because th a t is 
a m atter th a t m ust rest absolutely in the  determ ination of the Assembly. I  can understand that if we, in 
consulting among ourselves, agree to advise th a t the area should be unlimited, then  we may ask the 
Assembly, under the  altered circumstances, to reconsider the question of salary, but th a t m ust be a question 
absolutely decided by the Assembly.

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— T he question of appointm ent we look on as an E xecutive one, and we 
are so far from wishing to lower the position of the  C abinet th a t we w ant to throw  on them the responsi
bility of getting the best man a t  a reasonable price ; of course the Assembly m ust say w hat salary.

Mr. S e r v ic e .— I  demur to the  statem ent of M r. T urner and Mr. Isaacs tha t the question of salary 
must rest entirely w ith  the Assembly. You forget th a t our Chamber has power to reject the B ill w ith any 
amount you pu t in.

Mr. T u r n e r .— Quite so. W h a t I  m eant is, th a t w e have the fixing of it  ; you have the rig h t to 
ratify or reject.

Mr. S e r v ic e .— W e cannot a lter tha t, bu t I  have thought it wise to take a demurrer righ t off as 
to that, because Mr. Isaacs was very em phatic, and you w ere also, in decrying any power on the part of the 
Council to interfere w ith  th is m atter.

Mr. I saacs.— I  did not say you would not have the right to reject, but that the A ssem bly has the 
only power over the purse, and w e are not going to w eaken that in any w ay whatever.

Mr. S e r v ic e .— T he control of the purse in one sense, and not in another. You cannot spend the 
money w ithout the Council agreeing to it.

Mr. T u r n e r .— I  think w e understand our position now.

The Conference adjourned fo r  priva te  consultation between the respective M anagers .

The Conference resumed .

Mr. T u r n e r .— T he R epresentatives of the  Assembly have consulted together, and we have unani
mously comejto this conclusion, th a t the’Bill shall be so altered as to provide for an A dvisory Board tha t is, 
that a t least once in each m onth the Commissioner shall call together three of the following officers -T he 
Engineer-in-Chief, the Secretary for R ailw ays, the Chief M echanical Engineer, the Engineer for Existing 
Lines, and the Traffic M anager, for the purpose of consultation, and th a t records of their meetings s a 
be kept ; clause 13 to be excised ; the area of selection of Commissioner to be unlimited. I  j^ay  

- mention as to those officers th a t those are the  same officers as are already mentioned in the Bill to constitu e 
the Board for hearing appeals ; and we believe, as far as we can find out, that those are the principa o cers 
in the D epartm ent, and our idea is th a t there should be five of them, and tha t at least once a rnont  ̂ e 
Commissioner shall call three of them  together for the purpose of consulting, and a record of their meeting 
shall be kept, so if there should be any difference of opinion th a t w ill be on record for reference atterw ar s.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — There is not a very wide difference between us, except a s  to t  e 
Advisory Board. I  need hardly point out th a t your resolution is a very different th ing from what we 
discussed before leaving the chamber. I t  was then an A dvisory Board who were spoken of by your own



side, two officers o f  th e  D epartm ent to be appointed w ith sta tu to ry  power. I  may ju s t read w hat we 
suggest. I  hope it  w ill be accepted. M ay I  say tha t, looking at it as a man of business, I  th ink you have 
too m any to do the w ork ?

Mr. T u r n e r .— W e say there  are to be five, bu t the  Commissioner calls three of them.
M r. I s a a c s .— I  w ould like to add to  w h at the, P rem ier has said th a t some of the actuating ideas 

in our mind as to five men w ere th a t the Commissioner m ight w ant advice on different branches of the 
service, and, therefore, it  would not do to restric t his Board to some particu lar heads of branches, but that 
he was to  have three, according to the branches th a t he w ished to have advice about. T hen again it 
m ight be th a t in th e  course of the ir duties certain heads of certain branches m ight be absent from Melbourne. 
H e m ight w an t to consult them  a t once ; they  m ight be out of the  way and he could consult the  others, so 
it  appoints the experts  of the D epartm ent as his area of selection, and then  he calls any three of those he 
can get.

S ir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— P ardon  me saying I  do not th ink  th a t a business-like arrangement. 
Y ou w an t in the m atter of an A dvisory Board continuity  of responsibility. Y ou w an t all the  reins to come 
in  together. T he  point you raise is a very  im portant one, th a t the  G eneral M anager may require informa
tion from  some one not there , bu t he can alw ays g e t th a t. T here is no difficulty about tha t. You have 
no need to  appoint a Board of five to get tha t. H e can get th a t by te legraph  or by summoning the man 
down to give information.

M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— Before you go aw ay from that, it appears to me th a t your side is not seized of 
the im portance th a t we a ttach  to this. You seem to th ink  th a t they  would come in as an A dvisory Board 
sim ply to be called once a m onth to answ er certain  questions th a t the  Commissioner m ight ask them. Now, 
w hat was in our minds w hen we separated was, th a t th is A dvisory Board should be a Board of M anagement 
of the w hole of the railw ays.

M r. I s a a c s .— A  T ru s t under another name.
Mr. F i t z G e r a l d .— I  did not say that. I  say the Commissioner in all m atters affecting the railways 

should have those men appointed w ith  statutory powers to be factors in guiding the Government in the 
m anagem ent o f  the railw ays.

M r. G ra h a m .— Co-equal m anagers ?
M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— I  do not say co-equal, bu t it is a delusion to say th a t they  are to be called in 

once a m onth and consulted on such questions as the M anager chooses to put to them, because as officers of 
the  D epartm ent they are a t his service now for tha t.

M r. I s a a c s .— M r. F itzG era ld  seems to be under a misapprehension. H e says they can do tha t now, 
but the  force and im portance o f w hat the P rem ier has read is not confined to w hat we have said already ; 
i t  extends to th is : that, as we have sta ted , we desire to have P arliam entary  supervision. We desire that 
the  people of the country, through their Parliam ent, shall have pow er to w atch the conduct of the railways 
and  correct the m anagem ent if possible, and, therefore, instead of the  M anager having power to do w hat
ever he chooses w ithout leaving a record of his reasons or opinions, th is Board having a record provided by 
the m inutes would afford means to either H ouse, and more particu larly  to the  A ssem bly, to examine what 
had been done, to exam ine possibly the reasons and trace any fault to its  proper source. Therefore, we 
th ink  i t ’a m ost valuable th ing and one th a t ought to be looked on as som ething more than  a mere possible 
ac t of adm inistration.

M r. S e r v i c e .— N ot only a mere periodical revision, but a m onthly revision.
M r. I s a a c s .— Or w eekly, bu t a t least m onthly.
S ir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— W hat the Council M anagers have agreed to is th is— (1) There shall 

be a G eneral M anager, the  M inistry  to have unlim ited pow ers of selection.
M r. T u r n e r .— Y ou say “ G eneral M anager,” we call him “ Commissioner.”
M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— A  very im portant th ing  is im plied in th a t designation. W e understand th a t he 

is to be the  Traffic M anager and G eneral M anager. I  th ink  th a t is a better name than  “ Commissioner.”
M r. T u r n e r .— A  G eneral M anager to be called Commissioner.
S ir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— A ll over th e  w orld the  head of the railw ays is called “ General 

M anager there is nothing in th a t. (2) T he  G eneral M anager to be appointed for seven years, say, 
and to be only removable in accordance w ith  th e  provisions of the existing A ct.

M r. T u r n e r .— W e have th a t in our B ill.
S ir 'F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— (3) A n A dvisory  Board consisting of a t least two of the officers of 

the  D epartm ent, to be appointed for a fixed term , not less than  five years, w ith sta tu to ry  power, removable 
in the same m anner as the G eneral M anager.

M r. T r e n w it h .— W hat do you m ean by sta tu to ry  pow er ?
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— W e mean by sta tu to ry  powers th a t those gentlem en, w hether two or 

three, not five, would have the pow er of m eeting from tim e to tim e. (4) M inutes of the proceedings of 
the  Board to be kept. I  do no t th ink  th e re  is very much difference betw een us, but whereas you would 
select officers from  time to tim e who are appointed now in accordance w ith the  ex isting  A ct, the Council 
desire those officers to have a little  more certa in ty  of tenure ; in other words, they should be able to take 
up a little  more independent position in acting as an A dvisory Board.

M r. T r e n w it h ,— M ay I jp o in t out the officers named in the  proposals subm itted are appointed for 
more th an  five years ?

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— I  know  exactly  how  they  are appointed.
M r. T r e n w it h .— T hen  th a t five years7 appointm ent is no g reater certainty than  they have at 

present. I f  you propose they are in any w ay to be J o in t M anagers, then there can be no doubt th a t that 
is entirely  antagonistic  to the understanding w ith w hich we left before separating.

M r. T u r n e r .— W hat does <(sta tu to ry  ” m ean?
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— I  never suggested th a t they  should be Jo in t M anagers. I  distinctly 

quoted “ A dvisory B oard .” T h a t was the term  used before you w ent out, and I  do not th ink there need 
be any fea r o f the Council desiring to tw ist those words in any way.

M r. T r e n w it h .— Statu to ry  powers are involved in  the proposition we have subm itted. T he con
cession we have made involves th a t. T hey  are appointed under the  statu te. This A ct assigns to them 
some other duties.



Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— You would have necessarily to give statu tory  powers, if it is only to 
give them power to meet as a committee, but to meet as an Advisory Board you would have to give them 
power to have minutes kept, and power for the General M anager to record their differences, if they differed.

Mr. I saacs.— U ntil we hear from you w hat you mean by statutory powers w e are in the dark.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— I  th ink we are splitting  straws over this. Our Members have no 

intention of taking any advantage of this, we really mean it shall be a practical working Advisory Board 
and nothing more.

Mr. T u r n e r .— Y ou w ant three definitely.
Sir F rederick  S argood.— N ot less than two.
Mr. T u r n e r .— W e have five.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— N ext, th a t clause 13 shall be omitted, and th a t the 11th clause, 

dealing w ith appeals from officers and employes, shall be altered to— “ dealt w ith by the General M anager 
and Board of A dvice.”

M r. I s a a c s .—T h at is new  m atter altogether.
M r. T r e n w ith .— T h at point was not raised.
Sir J o h n  M c I n ty r e .— There is no good reason to raise th a t point, because in the present Bill the 

appeals are arranged for th a t way.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .—-Unless there be some central authority  to which appeals can be made, 

discipline will be a t an end.
Mr. I saacs.— D o you mean appeals in the first instance ?
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— No, under the existing A ct one Commissioner can hear any appeals.
M r. I s a a c s .—T h at is only one out of the three Commissioners.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— This is one out of three of the Board, or the General Manager.
Mr. T u r n e r .— W e have formulated w hat we thought was a fair mode of dealing with the employes, 

that is a Board of officers, and th a t in all serious cases 'there should be an appeal to the Commissioner or 
General Manager. Is  there any objection to th a t proposal? They are our own officers who sit as a Board.

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— Look a t w hat you propose, assuming first of all tha t you appointed a 
General M anager and a Board of Advice then you propose to set those aside and go to some one else to hear 
appeals.

Mr. T u r n e r .— W e mean to make the Board of Advice and the Advisory Board the same people.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— Then there is no difference between us.
Mr. T u r n e r .— W e have five, and the very object was to get uniformity. T he same people hear 

appeals as we suggest for the Board of Advice, the principal officers of the Departm ent.
Sir J o h n  M c In ty r e .— Under section 11 you will find the respective powers imposed on the Com

missioners by 1886 and 1887 are imposed on a Board “ which shall consist of the General M anager,” &c. 
This is an appeal from th a t Board.

Mr. T u r n e r .— W e have got very close together now.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— In spirit, perhaps, not in actual words.
Mr. S e r v ic e .— I  am not quite sure w hether this question of an Advisory Board is thoroughly under

stood. Our idea of i t  is tha t they are taken from among the officers of the D epartm ent, but they should be 
appointed for a fixed period, quoad members of the Board having no reference to their permanent engage
ment as officers in the special sense. We propose th a t this Board will deal with any m atters arising out of 
the general management of the Railway D epartm ent.

Mr. T u r n e r .— W hat do you mean by “ deal w ith  ? ”
Mr. S e r v ic e .— To consult.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— To sit regularly and discuss.
Mr. T u r n e r .— T he General M anager does w hat he thinks fit.
Mr. S e r v ic e .— T hat is so.
M r. B e l l . — W e object to once a month.
Mr. T u r n e r .—M ake it once a week if you like. I  do not see any objection to that.
Sir J o h n  M c I n ty r e .— H e may consult them every day if he thinks fit.
M r. S e r v ic e .— Your 11th clause puts it that certain officers will be appointed as an Appeal Board. 

I  want to make it clear tha t the Advisory Board we propose is a permanent Board appointed under the 
statute for a certain term of years and dismissable only in the same way as the General Manager himself, 
and that this Advisory Board of two a t the least should deal w ith the general business that comes before 
the M anager ; th a t is to say, th a t you do not call in the Chief Engineer to deal w ith engineering matters 
«*nd the Chief Traffic M anager to deal w ith traffic m atters, but that those two or three men, say, will con
stitute a Board of Advice to sit and deal w ith any question that arises of a general business character in 
connexion w ith the Departm ent.

M r. T u r n e r .— T hat is, they tender advice to the General M anager and he acts on that advice or 
not as he in his wisdom thinks fit, and they can record on the minutes the advice they give.

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— T hat is right.
Mr. T u r n e r .— T he only question is giving them a five years’ tenure. They are our officers, and 

they m ight be got rid of for other purposes.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— I t  may be advisable to get fresh blood occasionally, just as with the 

General M anager. H e is appointed for five or seven years, and you can renew their appointment if  they 
suit, or not renew it if they  do not suit.

Mr. I s a a c s .— You are going to name those persons because of the office they hold. Take the 
Secretary of Railways, or the Engineer-in-Chief, if you say tha t those persons are to be appointed for five 
years, suppose they cease to hold tha t office are they still to be on the Board, and is the new Engineer-in- 
Chief or the new Traffic M anager not to be a member of the Board ?

Mr. S e r v ic e .— Those are m atters of detail.
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S argood.— I  never meant that at all.
Mr. I sa a c s .— If  you do not put the five years, there will be no complication. I f  you say as long as 

the person holds the office he is to be on the Board.
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— I  do not say that. W e th ink th a t is a mistake. W e think it is better 

there should be a Board, and supposing the Engineer-in-Chief is appointed he may be appointed for five years.



Mr. F it z G e r a l d .— Or as long as he holds that office.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— No, no ; I  would not say th a t, but, i f  a t the end of five years he gives 

satisfaction, we would re-appoint him.
Sir J o h n  M c I n t y r e .— Suppose he is 60  years of age and retires ?
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— T hen  appoint his successor.
M r. I s a a c s .— Is  he to be on the  Board by virtue of his office ?
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— N o ; th a t m ight be a life appointm ent.
M r. I s a a c s .— I f  not by virtue of his office, and he is out of his office and a stranger to the D epart

ment, how can he get sufficient know ledge of the  D epartm ent to be of service ?
S ir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— T he best th ing  in most businesses is to get fresh blood in  occasionally. 

Y ou would not appoint him  E ngineer-in -C hief unless he w as fit.
Mr. F i t z G e r a l d .— M r. Isaacs w ishes you to see th a t in the event of, as Sir Jo h n  M cIntyre put 

it, his leaving th e  D epartm ent by v irtue of his age or any other cause, and the five years not having expired, 
the question would arise, would he continue to be on th is A dvisory Board ?

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— N o ; certainly not.
M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— Sir Frederick  Sargood means he would hold it  as long as he held th a t office for 

a tim e not exceeding five years, and, if before th a t he left it, the office w ould fall on his successor.
M r. I s a a c s .— Suppose he is appointed for five years and you do not w ish to appoint him again, 

whom are you to appoint ?
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— Some other officer ; we do not name w hich officer.
M r. T u r n e r .— W ho appoints him ?
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— T h e G overnor in Council has to  m ake the appointment.
Mr. T u r n e r .— T he Governor in Council is to appoint tw o or th ree officers as an A dvisory Board, 

and m akes the  appointm ent for five years, i f  the  man holds the office so long.
S ir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— A fte r th a t you can re-appoint him  if you are satisfied w ith  him.
Mr. H am .— I th ink  th a t as it  is understood th a t the  A dvisory Board is to consist of officers of the 

present D epartm ent it is a question then  as to the ir present salaries and as to the advanced salaries their 
position would naturally  entitle  them  to. I t  w ould be some consideration to us to know how many of those 
officers th a t would be appointed m ight g e t an extension of salary. I t  is a m atter th a t will, I  am sure, 
occupy the a tten tion  of the  A ssem bly, dealing w ith  the  finances of the  country. I  th ink  the Council 
would agree to tw o or more, but no t the  whole five if they  are to be rem unerated.

M r. T u r n e r .— T here  has been no suggestion th a t  they  should get ex tra  remuneration.
Mr. H am .— I  do not know  w hy th ey  should.
Mr. Tu r n e r .— I  do not know  w h y  they  should.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— T h e question o f rem uneration is a m atter th a t  m ust be largely left to the 

discretion of the Cabinet. A t the  same tim e a w orkm an is w orthy  of his hire, and if  you put more 
responsibility  on a m an he should be rem unerated accordingly.

M r. T u r n e r .—I t  would be a question in drafting th e  E stim ates for the M inister to say w hether a 
bonus should be g iven them  for occupying the  position.

S ir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— Y ou could not expect a man to take on him self an increased responsi
bility  w ithou t know ing th a t he would receive a sm all increase of salary— th at is common sense.

Mr. F i t z G e r a l d .— T h e suggestion of th e  P rem ier is full of danger, th a t it should be left to the 
A ssem bly to pu t a sum  on the E stim ates as a  bonus to rem unerate them .

M r. T r e n w it h .— T h at is a question th a t we are not at liberty  to discuss here.
M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— T h a t would be the essence o f M inisterial interference. I  hold th a t, if they are 

to be an  A dvisory  Board, and in an independent position as such, and not m erely to be called in as a m atter 
of form, they  should be treated  accordingly. A s far as m y own views are concerned, i t  was never in my 
m ind th a t they  were not to be a good and substan tia l—I  will no t say huffier— but to hold a position which 
would inspire confidence in the minds of the public of th is country th a t no man was ru ling  w ithout con
sulting  others ; they w ill have to be factors in the  m anagem ent, and if they  are, I  say they  ought to have 
compensation in accordance w ith  the h igh  duties they  have to perform  and w ith  their responsibility, and 
th a t their salary  should not be dependent on the  annual vote of Parliam ent.

M r. T r e n w it h .— I  subm it th a t our proposal gives the w idest range of judgm ent th a t can be 
reasonably got inside the D epartm ent. I t  supplies w h a t Sir F rederick  Sargood said is desirable, the
possibility of the infusion of new blood. W e have suggested th a t five men shall be at the discretion of the
M anager, w ho is to be supreme. H e  is to be a strong man, capable of m anaging, and he is to have five 
men, th ree  of whom he m ust consult at least once every m onth, and it  gives ju s t  the element tha t Sir
Frederick  Sargood says is a good th ing , and I  concur w ith  him.

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— I  can only say th a t any business conducted in th a t w ay would be in the 
Insolvent C ourt in tw elve m onths.

M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— H e m ay consult them  as to  w idth  of tires.
M r. T r e n w it h .— M any firms have become insolvent through the  best commercial management. I  

dissent from commercial m anagem ent for th a t very reason.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— I do not know  th a t you are an au tho rity  on th a t m atter.
M r. T r e n w it h .—W e w ant w hat w ill give the  w idest range of expert knowledge, together w ith the 

m ost advanced business knowledge, not business know ledge in connexion w ith  outside commerce so much 
as in connexion w ith  railw ays, because a fte r all there is a  very  w ide distinction.

Mr. S e r v ic e .— W hat is the use o f a railw ay w ithout com m erce ?
Mr. T r e n w it h .— T h a t is quite rig h t, bu t the  school of experience th a t would m ake an excellent 

general m erchant would probably m ake an ex trem ely  bad E ailw ay M anager. W e cannot help combating 
the argum ents presented, and the  argum ent has been presented th a t  we shall do better i f  we have a fixed 
Board of tw o w ith  a G eneral M anager w ith  sta tu to ry  powers. Of course, such powers have not yet been 
defined. I  am endeavouring to show th a t we shall get better and w ider railw ay experience by extending 
the area of advice.

S ir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— Y ou w ill get them  w ider and weaker.
M r. T r e n w it h .— I  cannot see w hy if we ta k e  the  five men appointed and select two, we should 

leave out three. Possib ly  we select the tw o w eakest, and we have the assurance th a t all the  time for five
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years we shall be guided by the w eakest two of the five th a t we previously contemplated selecting from. 
If  we adopt the suggestion we have made we have the assurance th a t sometimes, a t any rate, we shall 
have the strongest selection.

Mr. F it z G e r a ld .— Who may never be called in.
Mr. S e r v ic e .— Those five m ight be the w eakest of 50 who are outside altogether.
Mr. T r e n w ith .— Then you suggest the possibility of going lower down the service ?
Mr. W eb b .— From  a business point o f view, I  should say th a t Sir Frederick Sargood is altogether 

wrong in his statem ent th a t a business firm who consulted the ir m anagers would be likely to go insolvent. 
I  say in a business w ith four or five departm ents, and a head of each, as a business man, those are the 
very heads he would consult.

S ir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— Yes, but he does not form them  into an Advisory Board in turn.
Mr. W eb b .— Yes, he does. I f  it is a business w here the whole staff are w orking under one head 

then he would only advise w ith th a t one head ; but the Railw ay D epartm ent is altogether different. I t  
has different branches w ith different heads, understanding their particular work. A  business man would 
just consult those heads, and I  say in- those cases a firm would go insolvent thai did not do it. I  think the 
proposal is a proper one, th a t the M anager shall consult the men who understand their own departm ents. 
The point has not been discussed here w hether in appointing them  under this A ct they shall be dismissable 
only under a certain set of circumstances. T hat is a new point. W e have too many already in the service 
who have perm anent positions and high salaries. W e do not w ant to increase those beyond w hat is 
necessary. T he M anager ought to be appointed under the Act, bu t to put two others under him in the 
same set of circumstances w ith statu tory  powers would be unwise, and the proposal of the Assembly is 
one that the Council ought to accept w ithout hesitation.

M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— W hat would the words “ statu tory  pow ers” convey to your mind ?
Mr. W ebb.— J u s t th e  powers under the Bill.
Mr. F it z G e r a l d .— A nd they w ill have no fixed tenure.
Mr. W eb b .— T hey have a tenure under the  present A ct.
Mr. T u r n e r .— T hey would have a better tenure under our proposal than under yours. T hey hold 

their positions for life.
Mr. F i t z G e r a l d .— I t  was never intended th a t at the term ination of the five years of their period 

of office as a Board of A dvice their connexion w ith the railw ays was to cease, or th a t they were to be 
in a worse position than they  were in before they were promoted to the h igher office. W as th a t in your 
mind ?

Mr. T u r n e r .— No.
Mr. F it z G e r a ld .— Consequently we may disregard tha t. No one wants to promote a man for five 

years and then send him away w ithout a sixpence. I  quite see it  proves th a t the details of w hat were 
understood as sta tu to ry  powers w ere not in Mr. W ebb’s mind, and certainly not in the minds of the 
majority of the gentlemen opposite ; we m eant w hat is know n in a Parliam entary sense as statu tory  powers.

Mr. T u r n e r .-—W e are giving them  here.
Mr. F it z G e r a l d .— Statu tory  powers include first, a certain tenure of office and nex t a certain 

position ; th a t is to say, a position which would place th a t man in one of independence, w hether of the 
Minister or the  will of the General M anager or Commissioner ; th a t the man is to be free as air in the 
advice he gives, not to be tram m elled by any fear, favour, or affection, as he m ust be in the other position. 
All that, to my mind, is included w ith in  statu tory  powers understood in a Parliam entary sense, and is 
inseparable from th a t word “ sta tu to ry  ” powers. I t  means he is independent in any action he takes, except 
of Parliam ent. Parliam ent, as a whole, can remove him, bu t he is not to be at the beck and will of the 
chief, nor is he to be fettered in the exercise of his discretion in either advice or action.

Sir J o h n  M c I n ty r e .— Then you m ust in th a t case create two antagonistic powers— a General 
Manager and an Advisory Board.

M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— L et us discuss th a t afterw ards. W e are charged w ith  having brought in 
netv m atter and widened the m eaning of sta tu tory  pow er; I  am combating th a t idea. I  say th a t all I  
have said is included in tha t.

M r. T r e n w it h .— Surely sta tu to ry  power is any power exercised by virtue of a statute.
M r. F i t z G e r a l d .—I t  is, according to Dr. Johnson.
M r. T r e n w it h .— W e propose to introduce the sta tu te  to define the powers of those men.
Sir J o h n  M c I n ty r e .— You w ant to say those men shall have a fixed time named by us. A s a 

matter of fact, those men are perm anent servants of the State now, and as long as they occupy their 
present position and do the duty in connexion w ith  it  under the statutory powers they have here, they 
remain ; whereas, if you say five years, you fix the  period.

- Mr. F it z G e r a l d .— T hat is w iser, because they m ight be very unsuitable advisers.
Sir J o h n  M c I n ty r e .— T hen you can deal w ith them  by law.
Mr. I sa a c s .— Is this your view, th a t you fix for five years their position as a Board of Advice, but 

do not fix them  in their tenure as Secretary or Traffic M anager, or Engineer-in-Chief ?
M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— Certainly not.
M r. I s a a c s .— Then you do not protect them  at all.
Mr. S e r v ic e .— H ow  would you protect them against the conditions of their original appointment 

as officers of the service i f  they  violated the rules ?
M r. I sa a c s .— You are not giving them  any protection ; you are merely fettering  the  Manager. You 

say this man may displease you, but you are still bound to have him on your Board of Advice.
M r. T u r n e r .— I f  th a t is so, w here is the  protection? H e is there as a member of the Board of 

Advice for five years, bu t it is competent to dismiss him  from the place th a t gives him th a t position.
Mr. S e r v ic e .— N ot w ithout his v iolating some rule or misbehaving himself.
M r. T u r n e r .— You can remove him  to some other position in the service. A ll the officers of the 

railway service are appointed during pleasure.
M r. S e r v ic e .— D uring pleasure means during good behaviour.
Mr. T u r n e r .— N ot necessarily. T he Commissioner can transfer the Traffic M anager and put him 

in some other position.
Railw ays  B i l l  Conference. b



. . , .M r- S e r y ic e .  I  th ink  we are getting  aw ay from  th is point. I  do not th ink  we have fairly
joined issue on it. T he  Board you suggest and the Board w e suggest seem to have different functions 
altogether, and the  trouble we have in discussing m ight be avoided i f  we sta ted  w hat w e mean by this 
B oard. Y our Board is a B oard for appeal purposes only.

A s s e m b ly  M e m b e r s .—N o, not at all.
M r. T r e n w i t h .— N o t by any m eans.
Mr. T u r n e r .— N o, for advisory purposes for consultation, and records are to be kept.
M r. S e r v i c e . — T h a t qu ite  accords w ith  w hat I  say, th a t a B oard of consultation would b e  a Board 

o f  w hich each m em ber in  his own departm ent would advise th e  M inister.
M r. T r e n w it h .— N ot necessarily.
Mr. S e r v ic e .— B ut the advice w ould be confined to the peculiar functions o f  h is own 

department.
M r. T u r n e r .— O h, no ; our idea is this, th a t th ere  are five principal officers there. W e say th a t 

th e  C hief M anager shall, a t  least once a m onth or once a  fo rtn igh t, call together three of those for the 
purpose of advising him. N ow , if you say there  are only tw o men, supposing you select the Engineer-in- 
C hief and the  Secretary  for R ailw ays as an A dvisory  Board, and the  M anager w ants some advice as to 
traffic arrangem ents-------

M r. S e r v ic e .— H e would send for him.
Mr. T u r n e r .— T hen  you do not w an t your B oard a t a ll, because the M anager would in any case 

send for the man and ask  his advice under the  head he w anted  ; bu t w e w an t the  five, principal heads to be 
represen ted  so th a t w hen th e  M anager w anted inform ation about certa in  departm ents he should call three 
of them .

M r. S e r v i c e .— W e w an t above tha t, th a t th ere  should be a perm anent B oard th a t he could consult 
w ith  after g e ttin g  all th e  inform ation th a t he can get from  those officers of the departm ent w hich he was 
dealing  w ith  a t th e  time.

M r. T u r n e r .— Those m en are  perm anent because th e  holder of the  office so long as he occupies 
th a t office is a m em ber of th a t B oard.

M r. S e r v ic e .— T here  is one m an in th e  E n g in eer’s departm ent— you say th a t th is  G eneral M anager, 
if  he w ants inform ation from  th e  E n g in ee r’s departm ent, w ill send for th e  head officers there  and get it 
from  them .

M r. T u r n e r .— H e w ould send for every officer if he liked.
M r. S e r v i c e .— Is  he to s it by h im self w hen he gets th e  inform ation, or is it  to mean w hat we want, 

viz., tw o men appointed by s ta tu te — a couple of men w ho w ill be th ere  a t a ll tim es w ith  him , say w hen the 
Traffic M anager or th e  E ng ineer-in -C hief is called in, and w ith  whom he can consult and discuss the  evidence 
subm itted  to him  or th e  advice g iven to  him  by  those particu lar officers, so th a t he can fall back on their 
advice. T hey  are to  be tw o men, not called in  because th ey  a re  heads of departm ents, bu t because they 
are  considered the  b est men to  appoin t as perm anent advisers for th e  G eneral M anager. T hey  will sit w ith 
h im  w hen he m akes a call from any departm ent to g e t any inform ation w hatever, and having  got the 
inform ation they  w ill consult w ith  him  as to the  general tenor of it and w hat i t  leads to.

M r. T u r n e r .— T h en  w hy should w e bother our heads to fram e a new  B ill ? th a t is exactly  our 
presen t system . W e have a Com m issioner and tw o m en w ho advise him . 1

M r. S e r v i c e .— I  did no t te ll you to  prepare the new  Bill.
M r. I s a a c s .— B u t th e  country  did.
M r. T u r n e r .— T h en  w hat you are doing is to keep  the  presen t system  under a new  name ; if  so, 

we m ay save our tim e and trouble.
M r. S e r v ic e .— Y ou w an t to  keep th e  m erchants ou t of it, and we have no g rea ter opinion of them  

th an  of any other class, bu t we w an t an  A dvisory  Board.
M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— W e w ant, and th is  is w h a t cannot be em phasized too m uch, th a t should it  so 

happen  th a t th e  choice of a Com m issioner or G eneral M anager should fall on a m an who w as to be influenced, 
w as weak, or w as no t exactly  of the  same fibre w e would like him  to be, somebody still betw een him to 
p ro tec t him  against the  fads, if  you like, or a t all events, th e  special ideas of any M inister.

Mr. T u r n e r .— You w ant them  to have j'oint control.
M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— W e w ant some protection  in  th is  country against th a t M inisterial power coming 

in really  to m anage the railw ays. W e do not w an t each m an governed by policy separated as the poles 
asunder, the w hole country and the  R ailw ay  D epartm ent suffering w hile each was gaining experience, 
g iv ing play to his own faddish notions. W hat we w an t, and w h a t w as contem plated by all of us when we 
m et here was, th a t th is A dvisory  B oard  w as no t to be a sham , it w as to be an  en tity  and a factor in the 
m anagem ent of the  railw ays.

M r. T u r n e r .— I t  was contem plated by us th a t we w ere going to  m ake some change in the  manage
m ent of th e  ra ilw ays— this w ill no t m ake the s ligh test change.

M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— T hen if it does not it  does th is : i t  gives us, according to our lim ited knowledge 
and experience of hum an nature, increased protection against m ism anagem ent. I t  g ives us continuity of 
m anagem ent and a security  th a t th ree  men w ill be able to  w ith stan d  an obstinate  M in ister be tter than one 
man.

M r. I s a a c s .— Y ou w ant th ree Commissioners.
M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— I  w ant it to be no t as sketched out by  M r. T urner, no t men called up w hen the 

M inister pleases ; one day the E ng ineer-in -C hief to  ask  him som ething about rolling-stock, the nex t day 
the Traffic M anager to ask him about traffic, and th a t to be p u t down on the  m inutes. T h a t appears to be 
a sim ple sham  compared w ith  w h at w e had in view .

Sir J o h n  M c I n t y r e .— Y ou are m aking a m istake  : i t  is not a question of calling  one at a time. 
T he  proposition is th a t th ree are to be called toge ther w henever they  are w anted.

M r. S e r v i c e .— A  given three.
S ir J o h n  M c I n ty r e .— T here are five to be selected  from.
M r. I s a a c s .— I f  you w an t the best advice, w hy  not have th ree out of five? I f  you w ant a T ru s t your 

proposition affords it.
M r. S e r v i c e .— W h at is a T ru s t ?
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Mr. I s a a c s .— W hat you propose, an absolute controlling body—you w ant to turn the M inister
out.

Mr. S e r v ic e .— W e certainly w ant th a t—th a t is the soul and body of the whole affair.
Mr. T u r n e r . I  am not prepared to ask my colleagues under any circumstances to agree to the 

proposal made by Sir Frederick Sargood.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— Then th a t finishes it.
M r. B e l l . — I t  is a pity to break up when we are so near.
Mr. G-raham.— We are as wide ap art as ever—it is a T rust under a new name.
Mr. I sa a c s .— W e have now got the answer that we asked for three hours ago. We asked yo to 

say w hether you would give up the I  rust, and now you say you will only consent to change the name but 
not the body.

M r. F it z G e r a ld .  A  T rust inside the Departm ent, not outside, to which your Prem ier attached the 
greatest importance. *

M r. T u r n e r .—N ot a T ru st w ithin the  D epartm ent.
M r. I s a a c s .  W hat is the difference w hether you select them from inside the D epartm ent or from 

outside, as long as you give them statutory powers ?
Sir J oh n  M c I n ty r e .— T his is really a splitting of straws.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d . You know th a t a T ru st would have to select a General Manager.
M r. T u r n e r .— No, the Governor in Council.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— On the advice of the T rust.
M r. T u r n e r . T h a t is a very different thing. I t  is one thing for the Governor in Council to 

engage------
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— T hat is done aw ay w ith ; the G eneral M anager is engaged directly by the 

Cabinet, and will not be responsible to the T rust, because there is no T rust; he will not be responsible to 
the Advisory Board, which will be merely an  Advisory Board.

Mr. W illia m s .— Mr. F itzG erald  said he wanted them to control the M anager.
Mr. F it z G e r a ld .— I  wanted them to be an entity, not an non-entity.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— You w ant him  to summon some of his employes to sit alongside of him 

and advise him—th a t absolutely upsets all discipline.
Mr. T r e n w ith .— You m ust have his employes, or his m asters, or his equals.
Mr. Isa a c s .— Do you propose they should not be his employes ?
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— You know perfectly well tha t we suggest th a t advice should be taken 

from the Departm ent, bu t th a t the officers should have statu tory  powers and security of tenure.
Mr. I sa a c s .— Independent of the  M anager ?
Sir F rederick  S argood.— I n that sense, yes.
Mr. I s a a c s .— A nd of the M inister ?
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— No, they  would be as independent as the M anager.
Mr. I sa a c s . That is an  absolute adherence to the T rust. There has evidently been a change of 

mind since we adjourned.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— N ot on our part.
Mr. T u r n e r . I  am afraid we have run up against a snag, ju st when we thought we were nearly 

settled. I  could not advise my fellow M anagers to accept such a Board as that.
M r. I sa a c s .—I t  would have shortened m atters very much if you had said you adhered to a Trust.
Sir F rederick  S argood.— I  do not think that is a fair w ay of putting it.
Mr. T r e n w ith .— I t  is a fact. Mr. F itzG erald says an entity ; he means a controlling body under 

certain circumstances.
Mr. S e r v ic e .— No.
Sir J o h n  M c I n ty r e .— W ill you explain w hat you do mean ?
Mr. S e r v ic e .— W e never used the word “ controlling;” we used the word “ advising,” and nothing

else.
Mr. T r e n w ith .— T he tenor of Mr. F itzG erald ’s remarks was tha t he meant a controlling power.
Mr. F i t z G e r a l d .—I f  w ith any word I  have implied tha t I  w ithdraw  it. I  never intended they 

should have a controlling power.
M r. T u r n e r .— W ill you repeat w hat you do really desire ?
M r. F it z G e r a ld .— I  will do so w ith pleasure. W hen we separated, the idea in our minds was this, 

that there should be an A dvisory Board w ith statutory powers. I  say, tha t I  th ink it must be w ithin the 
knowledge of all of us th a t that meant more than the fact of calling the head of the department and consulting 
him on any question tha t m ight be brought to him and recording minutes of th a t consultation, and then 
taking another head or two in a fortnight or month and consulting them in the same way. T hat is what 
might occur, and we are bound to pu t the construction on it, in view of the safety of the State, of what 
might happen under any possible circumstances. Now, if three gentlemen meet, or four or five, it is only 
the questions th a t they  are consulted about th a t come under deliberation while they are assembled. There 
are minutes taken of it, and they disappear from the scene immediately th a t is over. They are not taken 
into consultation as to w hat effect would result if the advice they give were not followed. In  other words, 
they are in no way responsible except for the advice they give. Now, I  do not think that is the body that 
could have been in our minds w ith such defined and such limited duties when we talked of statutory 
powers and rights. W hat I  say is, I  never intended those gentlemen to have the controlling power, or 
to have the power over the General M anager or Commissioner.

Mr. T r e n w ith .— W hat did you intend ?
Mr. F it z G e r a ld .— W hat I  had in my mind was th a t those gentlemen should be consulted as to 

questions in regard to different departm ents of the railways ; th a t the General Manager was to be supreme— 
he was to advise w ith  them. I f  their advice was in opposition to his, he was to disregard their advice ; 
but it was open to them  on the m inutes kept to record their advice, their reasons for tha t advice, and no 
more. T h a t is my idea— if tha t can be called a controlling power.

Mr. T u r n e r  and Mr. T r e n w it h .— That is our idea.
Mr. F it z G e r a ld .— I may be as much at fault in gathering your meaning as you were in gathering 

mine—there is an essential difference. The impression left on my mind by what you have said is this, that
R a i l w a y s  B i l l  C o n f e r e n c e .  C



you w ant the General M anager to call into consultation the heads of several departm ents, tw o or three at a
time ; he speaks to them  on any subject he chooses to bring before them.

Mr. T u r n e r .— N o.
Mr. F it z G e r a l d .— H e consults them, say, about the traffic. No doubt in the world th a t opinion 

of the traffic would be limited to the head of th a t departm ent. M inutes are to kept of th is conversation, 
bu t as to the general policy, as to the general action, or the carrying into effect of their advice as the result 
of those deliberations, those men would have nothing to do w ith it. T he minutes of the meeting were 
recorded and the th ing  was over. In  my case they were all consulting, and when I called the heads of 
the  departm ents I  consulted w ith  them, thus th rash ing  out everything. T hen the Commissioner was
supreme, but in this case they had nothing to do w ith  it.

Mr. T u r n er .— T hat is exactly  our idea of w hat w e w ant to carry out.
Mr. I s a a c s .— I t  is tweedledum  and tw eedledee.
M r. S e r v ic e .— W hat is the difference between w hat I  say and what Mr. F itzG erald  says ? You 

demur to w hat I  said, and I  think he proposed exactly w hat I  did, and you receive it w ith  applause.
M r. T u r n e r .— M r. F itzG erald  referred to the  heads of all departments.
Mr. B e ll .— N o, that was when he w as putting your case.
Mr. F i t z G e r a ld .— I f  I- have offended I  am sorry, but I  shall decline to go over the same ground

again.
Mr. T u r n e r .— You put the case clearly.
Mr.' F i t z G e r a l d .— I  put both cases to the best of m y ability.
Mr. T u r n e r .— O ur case is this, th a t a t least once a m onth this Commissioner m ust^m eet three of 

the perm anent heads, and they m ust consult, not only on w hat he chooses to bring before them, but on 
every m atter any one of them  chooses to bring forward.

Mr. S e r v ic e .— T hey m ust consult and discuss, w hether i t  is in their own departm ent or any
other.

M r. T u r n e r .— Yes.
M r. S e r v ic e .— N ow  we agree.
M r. T u r n e r .— H e m ust call three of them  together ; he brings certain m atters before them. They 

say— “ In  our opinion here is a m atter we ought to discuss,” and they bring it  forward, and then either 
postpone the consideration of it or send for the officers, and get all the information they can. H aving got 
that, they discuss the m atter among themselves, and they tender their advice to the M anager on that 
particular m atter. W hether it be one he has introduced or th a t they have introduced, he has a perfect 
righ t to act on th a t advice or disregard it, as he th inks fit, but records are kept of th a t meeting, so that 
every advice tendered to him is there for all time, and w hen he disagrees w ith  th a t advice he knows he has 
it recorded against him. We desire him  to have this Board, so th a t he will have a selection from time to 
time of the  various officers in the branches.

M r. S e r v ic e .—W e seem to be agreed on every question but one. You w ant a shifting Board, a 
floating Board of five heads of departm ents, of whom three, one after another, may be called, and you want 
them  to perform precisely the functions th a t I  referred to in my last rem arks, so the only difference is that 
we w ant two or three of those men appointed perm anently, w ith power to perform those duties exactly in 
the w ay you indicated. T he  difference, therefore, is that you have a movable Board instead of having 
one continuous Board th a t will s it from one end of the year to th e  other and become fam iliar w ith all the 
processes in the different departm ents. There is no difference as to the functions of the  Board, and no 
difference as to the class of men to constitute the Board. W e th ink they should be put in a position of 
som ewhat more independence than  you propose to pu t them  in, but th a t is a trifling m atter to break up a 
Conference of this sort about ; we are really  w ithin a hop, step, and jum p of the thing, and it looks as if 
we were miles away.

M r. T r e n w iti- i .— T here is an advantage in our proposal tha t, a t any rate, it has not been tried and 
failed, a Board of five members, three of whom are to act. T here is the disadvantage about your proposal, 
th a t it has been tried and found w anting— it is the condition th a t now prevails. W e have in our Railway 
D epartm ent three Commissioners—to be more thoroughly correct, it is a condition that did prevail. Under 
the old Commissioners’ A ct we had Mr. Speight, the Chairm an, who was supreme, and we had Messrs. 
Ford  and Greene, who were his perm anent advisers ; th a t is exactly  the condition th a t prevailed, and it was 
found to be extrem ely undesirable. We think th a t by extending the area of advice we shall give the 
strong man who is Commissioner a very much wider range of advice.

Mr. .S e r v ic e .— A nd lose the continuity.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  Sarg-ood .— A nd w eaken the responsibility.
M r. T r e n w it h .— W ith an A dvisory Board, if you talk  about responsibility you ta lk  of something 

I  do not understand— the responsibility m ust rest w ith  the  Commissioner. You th ink he may require 
advice ; our proposal provides him  w ith w ider and more extensive advice than your provision, w ith the 
advantage th a t in our present position when we find people demand a change in the hope th a t it may be 
som ething better—this is a change and yours is not. M r. Service has said "we are w ithin hop, step, and 
jum p of each other, we are very near, and it is surely a reason why in th is connexion the Council Managers 
should come towards the Assem bly M anagers, because we are proposing something very near w hat the 
Council is asking, w ith the advantage th a t it is a t least novel, th a t the Council’s proposals are not novel, 
th a t they  have had a trial, and have not been successful, and I  think we are justified in urging it upon you 
in the spirit of concession. I f  the Conference has done anyth ing  at present it has been a Conference of 
concession from our side. E very  concession has been made from the views held in the Assembly you 
ask us to concede everything, but I  respectfully  submit th a t in th is particular you are incurring no danger 
except the danger of larger and w ider counsels. I t  has been said— I do not know th a t it has been unduly 
hackneyed— th a t “ In  the m ultitude of counsellors there is wisdom.”

Mr. S e r v ic e .— Councillors. _
Mr. T r e n w it h .— I  do not th ink  it  m eant Legislative Councillors, bu t I  am speaking seriously, 

feel earnestly on the m atter, and when we are so near it would be a pity  if this Conference ended in nothing. 
T h a t ought not to be the position, and if  it is it  w ill be a great misfortune. W e have given all the time 
this evening and made concessions th a t we th ink are very great, and tha t we thought first of all were better 
not to make if they  could be avoided. W e have done it in the in terest of peace, and now we have given



every point th a t is asked, and if you gentlem en refuse to m eet us on this point, and lead to the Conference 
breaking up w ithout issue it w ill be an extrem e m isfortune, and I  strongly urge you to come th a t length.

Mr. T u c k e r . I  cannot see the diffeience between the two propositions, except a very slight one. 
We propose a perm anent Boai d of .Advice consisting of five heads of the departm ents, of whom three will 
form a quorum to advise, and you propose a perm anent Board of tw o or three— the only difference is the 
difference of numbers.

Mr. F it zG e r a l d .—  W e do not name any number.
Mr. I sa a c s . I f  the only desire is th a t the M anager shall have the same men to advise him, he can 

take thbse men if he chooses,
M r. S e r v ic e ,  Therefore, you give him  the option of doing the th ing which, when we suggested 

it, was looked on as possibly destructive of the whole position,
Mr. Isa a c s . I \ o  ; he can select the three he th inks will give the best advice, instead of lim iting 

him to two. 6
Sir J o h n  M c In ty r e . Suppose you make the whole five a Board, three to form a quorum, th a t w ill 

make the whole five a consultative body.
Mr. B ell .— T hat is too many.
Sir J o h n  M c I n ty r e ,— You* m ake them  a perm anent body then.
Mr. W a l l a c e .— F ive are too m any ; th ree are quite sufficient. I f  there had been half of us here 

to-night we should have settled this m atter long since.
Mr. I saacs. W e w ant it  to be perfectly  plain that it is only to be a consultative body.
Mr. F it z G e r a l d .— You m ust give them  statu to ry  righ ts.
S ir F r e d e r ic k  S a rg o o d .-  W e are very  firm in connexion w ith  the question of statu tory  rights. 

We cannot recognise th a t an A dvisory Board can discharge its duties fairly  to itself or the public or to the 
General M anager if  the  members of th a t B oard are simply appointed as ordinary officers of the Railw ay 
D epartm ent. W e hold th a t they  should have a tenure different from th a t, and th a t it m ust be something 
approaching to the  tenure of the  G eneral M anager. I  w ant to emphasize th a t we look on th a t as a most 
im portant m atter, in  fact, as th e  safeguard o f the whole m atter, and it  is in  accordance w ith  w hat we 
understood.

Mr. T u r n e r . I t  was never m entioned about giving them  a fixed term  ; if so, we should have 
objected to it a t once.

Mr. F it z G e r a l d .— T hen w hat w as meant by the statutory power that was m entioned ? I t  w as put 
down by me as covering the ground.

Mr. T u r n e r .— T hey would be appointed under the statute.
M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— T h a t is ju s t saying th a t an A rchdeacon is an Archdeacon, because he discharges 

archdiaconal functions.
Mr. T u r n e r . T he final offer I  can m ake now is th a t, instead of leaving it to the Commissioner to 

call in any three^ five -should be appointed an A dvisory  Board, three to form a quorum, so th a t a t all 
times the M anager m ust summon the whole five ; i f  the  whole five choose to attend, well and good. If  
only three attend, he has a quorum ; th a t takes aw ay the  idea of a  shifting Board, and the idea th a t the 
Commissioner can pick any three to advise him  and pick the  wrong three for purposes of his own. t i e  
is bound to summon the  whole five, and if once a m onth is though t too long it may be altered to once a 
fortnight or once a week, i f  you like. W e th ink  th a t is giving a definite Board, a fair sized Board, not too 
many and composed of the  men who have the threads in their own hands, and as heads of the im portant 
branches they have a know ledge of those different branches. T hey  will meet, and if they w ant further 
information they will ge t reports from their subordinates, or the subordinates will be called in and examined.
I  think th a t is a fair compromise of the differences between us.

Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— W hat about sta tu to ry  pow ers ?
M r. T u r n e r .— T hey w ill tender the ir advice either on questions w hich the Commissioner asks them  

to advise about, or any question th a t any one of them  chooses to bring up.
Sir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— T heir tenure of office w ill be the same as now.
Mr. T u r n e r .— T hey are appointed by virtue of their office, and as long as they  remain in tha t 

office they will be members of the  Board.
S ir F r e d e r ic k  S a r g o o d .— Y ou offer the G eneral M anager the power he has now, and something 

in addition.
M r. T u r n e r .— W e m ake it compulsory on him to do it. I  thought at first it should be merely in 

the D epartm ent, bu t th a t did not appear to go far enough to please our friends opposite, w'ho wanted it
compulsory th a t th is  B oard must be formed. W e are w illing to concede th a t it shall be formed compul
sorily of the perm anent heads of the  five branches. The whole five to be summoned on every occasion 
and tender their advice on any th ing  they  like ; all those th ings shall be recorded, and the onus throw n on 
the Chief M anager of accepting their advice or rejecting it.

Mr. S e r v ic e .— I rise to move the adjournm ent of the debate.
M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— A ny one who cannot see the difference m ust be very dull. H ere you have 

w hat is sim ply asking practically  for a continuation of the same thing, only you have one Commissioner 
instead of three. Y ou have a Commissioner or G eneral M anager, and you give him sole control. 
This A dvisory Board implies, according to M r. Turner, wdth statutory powers, meaning th a t they are 
created under a sta tu te  and no more. T h a t is a lim itation somewhat novel to me. Those heads of the 
departm ents m eet, and they record the proceedings. I  ask, w hat confidence will the public have in th a t ? 
W hat is this A dvisory B oard? it is a very useless buffer indeed ; in my opinion it is a perfect farce. 
Those men are there and can record their honest opinion ; they are not included as public servants. T he 
Traffic M anager, for instance, could be tu rned  over to another departm ent to-morrow. I  say th a t this 
meeting of the  A dvisory Board is no more than  the Commissioner asking the present heads of departm ents 
w hat do they  th ink  about a certain  change.

Sir J o h n  M c I n ty r e .— Y ou are u tterly  w rong— if  you w ant co-ordinate powers you make a great 
m istake. W e have been asked for years for a G eneral M anager having absolute power, and it  is the danger 
of interference from outside th a t has been spoken of, and we are giving an Advisory Board of experts 
w ithin the D epartm ent itself.



M r. T u r n e r .  N othing  can be gained by a n  ad jou rnm en t; w e  have made our last offer,
M r. S e r v i c e .— I  do n o t  t h in k  y o u  h a v e  o ffered  a n y th in  ».
M r. T u r n e r . — W e do not w an t it to be said hereafter th a t we did not do everything in our power 

to bring th is Conference to an am icable ending, and though  we feel very strongly it ouo-ht to be settled 
to-night, if you desire an adjournm ent to to-m orrow we w ill not object to it. We w ant ft distinctly under 
stood th a t we have gone the  full leng th  we can. The only question our friends on the other side have to 
consider is w hether they  w ill accept or re jec t the  las t proposal I  have made. I  have gone somewhat 
beyond w hat some of m y colleagues w ere prepared to go w hen we consulted together, bu t I  was anxious to 
have i t  settled, and I  leave i t  in  the  hands of the Council, and tru s t they  will consult and see their way 
to accept the  proposal. J

M r. S e r v i c e .  X d e s i i e  to  e x p r e s s  ou r  s a t is fa c t io n  th a t  y o u  h a v e  a g r e e d  to  a n  ad jo u rn m en t, and  
to  a ssu r e  y o u  th a t  i t  i s  n o t  w it h  a  v i e w  o f  d e la y in g  th e  m a tte r , b u t  i f  p o s s ib le , to  a r r iv e  a t  a  se tt lem e n t.

A djourned to to-morrow , a t E leven o'clock.

F R ID A Y , 2 1 s t  F E B R U A R Y , 1896.

P re se n t:

Council.
T he Hon. J .  H . A bbo tt 
T h e  H on. J .  B ell 
T he  H on. E . J .  Crooke 
T h e  H on. N . F itzG era ld  
T h e  Hon. D . H am  
T he  H on. J .  Service *
T he  H on. L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood, 

K .C .M .G .
T h e  Hon. N . T horn ley  
T he  H on. J .  A . W allace.

Assem bly.
T he Hon. G. G raham  
T h e  H on. I . A . Isaacs 
T h e  H on. S ir Jo h n  M cIn ty re  
T . Sm ith, E sq .
T he H on. G . T urner 
W . A . T renw ith , E sq.
T h e  H on. A . L . T ucker 
T h e  Hon. W . T . W ebb 
T h e  H on. H . R . W illiam s.

S ir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — W hen w e adjourned la s t n ig h t I  th ink  we had arrived a t a point w ith 
regard to the question of an  A dvisory Board. P erhaps, before dealing w ith  th a t again, it would be as well 
for us to review  w hat we have agreed on, as I  understand it. T h e  first point is w ith  regard  to the General 
M anager, w hether you call him  Commissioner or G eneral M anager ; we understand the M inistry is to have 
unlim ited power of selection.

M r. T u r n e r . — Y es.
S ir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — A nd th a t necessarily carries w ith  i t  the  question of an increased

salary.
M r. T u r n e r . — N ot necessarily.
S ir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— T h a t necessarily carries w ith  i t  the  power to give increased salary if the 

M inistry  th in k  fit.
M r. T u r n e r . — N o ; th a t is a question for th e  A ssem bly absolutely.
M r. S e r v i c e . — I  deny tha t.
Mr. I s a a c s . — T h a t w as adm itted  las t n igh t.
M r. S e r v i c e . — I  beg your pardon. I  sta ted  d istinctly  th a t our House has as m uch to do w ith 

bringing a money Bill into law  as the  o ther H ouse has, and th a t therefore i t  was of as much importance 
th a t we should have a sound understanding  betw een us on th a t point as upon any other point th a t may 
arise. W e are not d isputing  your power to deal w ith  w hat in a P arliam en tary  sense we know your House 
only can introduce ; bu t the  understanding, I  though t, arrived a t  last n igh t was th a t the M inistry  would be 
a t liberty , having the area of selection extended, to increase the  h itherto  proposed salary to enable them 
to  secure the rig h t man.

M r. G r a h a m . — Oh, no.
M r. S e r v i c e . — T here is no in ten tion  on our p a rt to dictate to the M inistry . A ll we w ant is that 

th e  M inistry w ill ask  for the  necessary power, if required.
M r. T r e n w i t h . — T h at is a  question th a t m ust no t be discussed here. T h e  question of salary has 

no th ing  to do w ith  another place. I  respectfu lly  subm it it  is a question en tire ly  in the hands of the 
A ssem bly. T he other place can, if it th inks the salary insufficient or too much, or has any objection to it 
a t all, re jec t it, bu t it is no t a m atter of discussion in  the  o ther place any fu rther than  tha t, and I , for one, 
cannot subm it to its being discussed a t th is Conference.

S ir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— I  am  sorry M r. T ren w ith  has m isunderstood our intentions in this 
m atter. W e have not the sligh test w ish, directly or indirectly , in the  fa in test w ay to interfere w ith the 
privileges of the  A ssem bly.

M r. T r e n w i t h . — Can we discuss th a t here ?
Sir J o h n  M c I n t y r e . — T hen  w hy do you desire an expression of opinion on th a t if you do not 

desire to interfere w ith  i t  ?
S ir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . — I  understood th a t the one practically  carried the other last night. 
A s s e m b l y  M e m b e r s .— No.
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Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . - —T h a t thg increased area of selection would of necessity require an 
increased salary,

Mr. T r e n w i t h . — T h a t  is for the Assem bly to decide on.
Mr. F i t z G e r a l d . — W hen those conditions were mentioned last night, I  asserted distinctly, that it 

was no use widening the area if attached to a salary th a t would not perm it of free choice ; therefore we 
are discussing not a question of amount bu t a question of policy, which involves money. For th a t reason 
the Managers of the Legislative Council did not name or suggest any sum, but we certainly think we have a 
perfect right, constitutionally and every other way, to assert, as a distinct prerogative of ours, that the 
general policy of an increase of salary corresponding w ith an enlargem ent of the area is w ithin our 
province.

Sir J o h n  M c I n t y r e . — Is it fair for you to raise a question of this kind now ? I t  is really going 
back to an old political fight th a t is not necessary. Do we desire to settle this railway question on reason
able terms ?

Mr. F i t z G e r a l d . — T h a t  is  e x a c t ly  w h a t  w e  o u g h t  to  a sk  y o u .
Sir J o h n  M c I n t y r e .— W e have met you in every possible way, and I  do not know w hat you are 

asking for. I f  you say this large increase m ust take place, it necessarily follows, after what we have 
decided on, when the measure comes before you you have to deal w ith it, but let us see w hether we are 
going to have an A dvisory Board or not, or a new system of railw ay management at all.

Mr. F i t z G e r a l d . — I  am  sorry to say, Sir John , you seem not to realize the  importance of this. I f  
your advice were acted on it could be charged righ tly  to the Legislative Council that they were raising a 
constitutional difficulty. H ere is an opportunity, and the rig h t tim e in my opinion, when the Council 
should ask the  Assem bly, in all courtesy, to bear in mind that the wish of the Council on this is in a certain 
direction. W e are not infringing on your privileges, but merely saying th a t corresponding to the enlarge
ment of the area m ust be the rate of salary.

Sir J o h n  M c I n t y r e .— Y ou w ant us to say th a t we are  in favour of th a t view and we cannot.
Mr. T r e n w i t h . — Y o u  are a s k in g  u s  to  h ear  a th in g  th a t  w e  h a v e  n o  r ig h t  to  d isc u ss .
Mr. S m it h .—A nd w hich we will not discuss.
Mr. S e r v i c e . — I t  was distinctly stated last n ight th a t the salary should be increased.
Mr. T u r n e r .— I  was particularly  careful about that. I  told you distinctly th a t the question of 

salary was more for the Assembly to reconsider if it thought fit.
Mr. S e r v i c e . — W e have not questioned that.
Mr. T u r n e r .— A nd th a t when the Bill was sent to you, if it was not satisfactory to your Chamber, 

you had the perfect righ t to reject it. Then I  was tw itted by M r. F itzG erald  w ith telling him some 
constitutional principles which you all know, but I  want it on record th a t I  now distinctly say we have 
no authority from our Chamber and do not intend to discuss the question of salary. T h a t must be left 
absolutely out of this Conference altogether. W hen we come to ask the Assembly to reconsider the question 
of the extension of area, it is for us to bear in mind and decide w hether we will ask the Assembly to recon-^ 
sider the question of salary. A s one of the M anagers, I  decline to go into th a t question at this Conference, 
because I  will not allow it  to be said by any one th a t the M anagers of the Assembly have allowed the 
M anagers of the Council to interfere w ith the prerogative of the Assembly as far as money is concerned. 
I f  you ask us to give such a pledge it  will be said we are giving it at the dictation of the Council, therefore 
the question of salary m ust be left out of consideration a t this Conference altogether, and it will be abso
lutely then in the hands of those who introduced the question into the Assembly to say whether they will or 
not ask the Assembly to reconsider the question.

M r. I s a a c s .— A s I  understand it, i t  m ust be left to the Assembly to say w hether they will recon
sider it, and if  they choose to reconsider it then they will do so, and they are not to be fettered here, even 
by discussion of the m atter. I t  is a m atter absolutely and peculiarly w ithin the province of the Assembly 
to deal w ith if it chooses, or to leave it alone if it chooses.

M r. S e r v i c e . — W e adm it a t once th a t it is w ithin your legitim ate functions to define the extent of 
your commission ; therefore, if you say you w ill not discuss this point you are entitled to do so, so we can
not insist on discussing the question if you choose not to ; but i t  throws the th ing entirely back this way— 
supposing you go to the trouble of passing it  in another place, then the B ill comes up to us, and although 
we have agreed on all the  other points we find we disagree very strongly on this, and all the labour will be 
lost. I  need not say th a t I  do not concur a t all in the  extreme view th a t is taken of the privileges of the 
one House or the other in connexion w ith a Conference of this sort. I  th ink an indication on the part of 
the Assembly, i f  they  thought fit to m ake an indication, th a t the salary would not stand in the way of 
getting the best man in the interests of the country, would be a very desirable th ing to give, and it could 
be given w ithout, in my opinion, trenching in the slightest degree on the privileges of the Assembly. I  
understood th a t those privileges were confined to the Avails of the respective Houses, and that in a Confer
ence of this sort avo could ta lk  about any m atter under the sun.

M r. T u r n e r .— Do you expect us to say the Assembly will increase this amount ?
M r. S e r v i c e .— N o, c e r ta in ly  n o t.
M r. T u r n e r .— I  th in k  w e  h a d  b e tter  le a v e  th e  q u es t io n  o f sa la r y  o u t o£>consideration  a lto g e th er  ; 

i f  w e  are to  c o m e  to  a n y  d e c is io n  on th e  o th er  p o in ts  w e  ca n  d ec id e  on  th em  an d  le a v e  th e  q u estio n  o f  
sa la ry  an  o p en  on e .

Mr. S e r v i c e . —I t  is a very im portant question w ith us, for this simple reason— I  think we .have 
pretty much come to this conclusion— I  am not speaking of the Council only, but of the outside public and 
some Members of the Assembly them selves—

M r. W e b b .— You m istake them completely.
Mr. S e r v i c e . — W hy am I  interrupted by an  ex-M inister ?
M r. W e b b .— I  thought the Prem ier gave his ultimatum last night.
Mr. S e r v i c e . — We have come to the conclusion th a t it will be impossible to get a suitable man to 

work under this B ill a t the  lim it of salary formerly proposed in the Assembly— I think that feeling is 
general. I  th ink th a t opinion is shared in by the Honorable the Prem ier himself, though of course he will 
not avow it, and I  can see nothing derogatory to the Assembly as to their principles in connexion w ith 
money m atters in indicating (of course if you say th is is not within your function there is an end of it) that 
a few pounds will not stand between us and a good man. I  do not wish to argue this out, or desire tha t



we shall be, as it  were, tram ping  on each o ther’s corns as to money m atte rs—we w ant to avoid th a t, but it 
appears to me we can assert or defend the  privileges of the Council or Assembly only w ithin the walls of 
Parliam ent.

M r. T u r n e r .— W e propose to  leave it  th a t way, not to interfere w ith  the  question of salary at all. 
T h a t w ill be foi the  A ssem bly to deal w ith  as it likes, and it w ill be for your House w hen you receive the 
amended B ill to deal w ith  it as you th ink  best in the  public interest.

M r. S e r v i c e . I f  th a t is your conclusion, it  is no good saying any more. I  th ink it is an unhappy 
conclusion.

S ir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .-— I  am sorry th is was brought up, because it is not w hat I  thought was 
agreed on last n igh t. W e agree as to the  General M anager, th a t the M inister shall have unlimited 
pow er of selection.

M r. T u r n e r .— Y e s .
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— T he G eneral M anager to be appointed for seven years, and removable 

only in accordance w ith the provisions of the  ex isting  A ct, No. 1250.
Mr. T u r n e r .— T h e ex isting  law  provides th a t the Commissioner is to hold office for a term  not 

exceeding seven years; th a t w as the  compromise arrived a t when we had a previous Conference. Now we 
have followed th a t out exactly  in our B ill, and have not interfered w ith th a t in any shape or form. We 
say there shall be one Commissioner instead of th ree, and all the  provisions applying to three shall apply to 
one, and th a t the  term  of appointm ent shall not exceed seven years.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— I t  m ight be tw elve m onths.
M r. T u r n e r .— I t  m ight be. T his is an attem pt to override w hat w as decided on at the previous 

Conference.
S ir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— N o; w hen you discussed it last n ight, seven years was mentioned.
M r. T r e n w i t h .— N ot exceeding seven years.
M r. I s a a c s .— F ive or seven.
S ir  F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— N o.
M r. T u r n e r .— T h e r e  is  n o  ju s t if ic a t io n  fo r  a lte r in g  th e  e x i s t in g  la w  th a t  I  k n o w  o f.
S ir  F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— I  th in k  t h a t  w i l l  do.
M r. F i t z G e r a l d .—I  confess I  do not feel th a t th is question o f  the  tenure is as unim portant as my 

friend, Sir F rederick  Sargood, w ould im ply. I  say th a t it is absolutely essential to the proper condition and 
to the  w orking of these railw ays, i f  we are to indulge any hope at all th a t a change w ill be productive of 
good, and stop the leak th a t we all so m uch regret, to m ake th e  surroundings of the  appointm ent such as 
w ill afford the country the utm ost security  th a t the  best man w ill be found. I t  w ill be w ith in  our recollection 
th a t recent circum stances m ust have shaken the confidence of any men as to the security of the position they 
are asked to take  here. W hether th e  views of one side or the o ther are correct, the  impression of those at 
home, or in  o ther countries, who read of our proceedings m ust be, th a t the  man who comes out here will 
have to face a very difficult problem. I t  therefore becomes very im portant for th a t m an to know th a t in 
th e  exercise of his functions as Commissioner o f R ailw ays he is secure in his position for a term of seven 
years.

M r. G r a h a m .'— W hether he is suitable for the  position or not ?
M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— T h e position is hedged round by th is, th a t if in the  opinion of Parliam ent h e  is  

not fit, we can get rid of him, and he accepts the position on those conditions.
M r. G r a h a m .— T h en  w hy not allow  the  existing  A ct to stand?
Mr. F i t z G e r a l d .— Because the circum stances are different now.
M r, T r e n w i t h .— T his is a new  point. L ast n ight we left here w ith  the understanding tha t the

Commissioner was to be appointed under the  provisions of the  present A ct.
M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— Never.
M r. T r e n w i t h .— T h at was the  language th a t w as used repeatedly.
S ir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— You are absolutely incorrect as quoted from this document, it was “ only

removable ” in accordance w ith  the provisions of the ex isting  A ct.
M r. T r e n w i t h .— T he whole understanding  last evening was th a t the Commissioner w a s to  be  

appointed in accordance w ith  the provisions of the  ex isting  A ct.
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— I  am sure you are wrong.
M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— T h e  p o in t  w a s  m e n tio n e d  a n d  n e v e r  o b je c te d  to .
M r. T r e n w i t h .— I f  we are to  move from point to point there w il l  be no end to the proceedings.
M r. T u r n e r .— I f  any M em ber of the Council had said th a t you w anted to a lte r the  existing law, 

it  would have been a t once objected to by th is side.
S ir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— W hile we th ink  in the in terests of the country it should not be less 

th an  seven years, and while we hope th e  G overnm ent will see tha t, wre are quite prepared to accept the 
ex isting  conditions.

M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— I  reserve the  fu llest r ig h t in m y place in the  House to endeavour to impress 
honorable M embers there th a t they  are m aking a m istake if  the term  of office is not definitely fixed.

S ir J o h n  M cI n t y r e .— T here  will be a num ber of reservations.
S ir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— T he n ex t item  we agreed on is clause 13 to be eliminated.
M r. T u r n e r .— A greed to.
S ir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— T hen reference w as also made to clause 11 ; th a t is, as to appeals of 

officers and employes. O ur recom m endation w as th a t the appeals from officers and employes should be 
dealt w ith  by the  G eneral M anager and the  Board. T h e  discussion did not continue very long last night on 
th a t. I  m ay s ta te  th a t this was not one of the reasons we gave in sending down the B ill to the Assembly, 
and therefore we do no t feel justified in pressing it, bu t a t the  same tim e I  am desired to call attention to 
the  fact th a t th is is a point the  Council w ill feel a t liberty  to deal w ith  when the B ill comes up. The 
reason of th a t is, the  original A c t provided th a t all appeals should be heard by the three Commissioners; that 
was found to be so inconvenient, and took up so m uch tim e th a t in 1891 it w as altered, so th a t all minor 
appeals a t th a t tim e should be to one Commissioner, and any other to two, whose decision was final ; and 
now  th is clause 11 provides th a t there  shall be a Board of six , and the novel idea is introduced tha t there 
shall be a represen tative of the party  charged.

M r. G r a h a m .— O f th e  e m p lo y e s .



Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— T h at is practically  the same th ing . A nd th a t a m ajority of this Board 
shall decide in the case of dismissals, subject to an appeal to the Commissioner ; a more cumbersome way 
of dealing w ith the discipline of the D epartm ent I  cannot conceive, and I  do not hesitate to say th a t it  will 
utterly  break down ju st as the original hearing by three Commissioners broke down. I  merely mention 
this so th a t M embers of the  Assembly may not say w hen we deal w ith this in the Council later on th a t this 
was conceded a t the Conference. T he only other m atter is the question of an Advisory Board.

M r. T u r n e r .— Before that, are we to understand th a t after this Conference the Council is goin°- 
through the Bill clause by clause and re-opening the whole question ? 6

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— N ot the whole question.
M r. T u r n e r .— You m ention th a t you are going to deal w ith clause 11. I t  will be quite competent

for any other Member of the Cham ber to deal w ith clause 1 or clause 20 or 30. W e were under the
impression th a t you had done tha t, and th a t you had sent the amendments to our House, and tha t those 
amendments were the only points we had to consider.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— W e  did strike th a t out.
Mr. I s a a c s .— I  also understood th a t the points th a t you wished us to consider last n igh t were 

stated by honorable gentlem en opposite, and th a t th is one w as abandoned by you.
S ir  F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— N o, i t  w a s  n o t  fo l lo w e d  o u t.
Mr. I s a a c s .— You said you would not insist on i t ; we noted th a t a t the  time.
M r. F i t z G e r a l d .— Oh, no j if you noted it, w ith all respect to you, you noted it wrongly. I t

was stated by Sir F rederick  Sargood, and you said th is was the raising of a new point— it was not
mentioned before the adjournm ent.

M r. I s a a c s . M y  im p r e s s io n  is  i t  w a s  n o t  m e n tio n e d  in  th e  e x a c t  w o r d s , b u t th a t  w a s  u n d ersto o d .
Sir J o h n  M cI n t y r e .— I  th ink  we cannot expect the gentlem en opposite to say th a t the Council or 

the M embers of the A ssem bly shall not discuss different m atters. T here is, however, no necessity to 
raise this question at a ll—w hatever we m ay determ ine on, we cannot shut the mouths of honorable 
Members.

• Mr. I s a a c s .— I  thought the  Conference was to consider th e  points in dispute.
S ir J o h n  M cI n t y r e .— Sir Frederick Sargood says there may be a discussion on these points : they 

may deal w ith  them  again.
M r. B e l l .— You cannot prevent them.
M r. T u r n e r .— T h e  o th e r  q u e s t io n  is  th e  B o a rd .
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— A s to a Board, the  position is this : T he Council proposed th a t there 

should be an A dvisory Board, consisting o f a t least two of the  officers of the D epartm ent, to be appointed 
for a fixed term of not less than  five years, w ith  statu tory  powers, and removable in the same m anner as 
the General M anager. On the other hand, the Prem ier proposed ultim ately th a t there should be a Board 
consisting of five officers, three to form a quorum, who should s it from time to tim e, and not less than once 
a m onth w ith  the G eneral M anager ; m inutes of the proceedings to be kept, bu t th a t A dvisory Board not 
to have any power of vetoing the G eneral M anager.

Mr. T u r n e r .— T h a t is correct.
S ir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— W e are in th is position then ; we are of opinion th a t ours is a better 

plan than  yours. W e are strongly of opinion th a t a T ru s t is a better plan than  either, and it  w ill be 
ultim ately found th a t a T ru s t is the  only practical w ay in w hich these railw ays can be ever made to pay. 
B ut we are anxious also th a t som ething should be done at the present time in the  direction of railw ay 
legislation, and as you gentlem en seem to th ink  th a t this A dvisory Board of five officers, three to form a 
quorum, w ill carry out some good results, w ith  which I  may say we do not in the slightest agree, still 
we are prepared to yield th a t point. B ut it m ust be clearly understood th a t it is not our conviction as 
to what should be done in the best interests of the public and the railways. W e still believe in w hat the 
Government originally proposed, and w hich was the outcome of w hat was said by 44 expert witnesses 
before the R ailw ay Inqu iry  Board, 40 of whom were unanimously in favour of a commercial Board or T rust. 
Under those circum stances we feel th a t, while still holding strongly to the opinion th a t a T rust is the rig h t 
thing, and will u ltim ately be found the only practicable way of bringing the railways into a satisfactory 
state, we are prepared to m eet your views and concede th a t point.

Mr. T u r n e r .— T h a t there shall be a G eneral M anager to be called a Commissioner, and th a t the 
Government are to have unlim ited power as to his selection; clause 13 of the B ill to be struck out, and 
'an Advisory B oard to be formed.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— H ave you any objection to put in  there a clause th a t the Assembly 
will be asked to increase the  salary ?

M r. T r e n w i t h .— W e cannot discuss th a t point.
Mr. T u r n e r .— W e decidedly object to tha t.
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— I  w ill not press it.
M r. T u r n e r .— T he nex t is th a t a t least once in each month the Commissioner shall call together 

the following officers :— T he Engineer-in-C hief, the Secretary for R ailw ays, the C hief M echanical 
Engineer, the Engineer for E x is tin g  Lines, and the Traffic M anager for the purpose of consultation, three 
to form a quorum, to discuss all m atters brought forward either by the Commissioner or by any of the 
officers present ; a record to be kep t of all their meetings.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .— There is ju st one little difficulty th a t has occurred to me. You say 
th a t the Commissioner is to summon the Engineer-in-Chief, but the Engineer-in-C hief by the 1891 A ct 
was taken aw ay from the control of the Commissioners and put under the Construction branch.

M r. T u r n e r .— A s h e  is not under jo in t control, even if th a t be so, th is would be a later A ct and 
the Commissioner would have power to summon him under this A ct.

Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .—It' says— “ T he Engineer-in-C hief shall be transferred to the employ
ment of the  B oard.”

M r. T u r n e r .— A nd there  is another section providing for the use o f  the officers jointly.
Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d .—-However, there  is no practical difficulty in that.
M r. T u r n e r .— I  k n o w  o f  n o th in g  e ls e .
M r. T u r n e r  recapitulated the heads of the  agreem ent he had already stated.



Sir F r e d e r i c k  S a r g o o d . M ay I , on b eha lf of the  M anagers of the  Council, thank  you and your 
co-M anagers for the  satisfactory  conclusion th a t we have arrived a t ? I t  may not be all th a t either side 
w ishes ; but we have hope th a t it  w ill benefit the  railw ays, and so benefit the public a t large. I  hope that 
all fu tu re  Conferences may term inate as satisfactorily  as th is one.

Mr. T u r n e r .— On behalf of the  M embers of the A ssem bly, I  desire to th an k  those who are repre
senting the  Council here for the  very  k indly  m anner in  w hich they have m et us and discussed this 
question. W e thought i t  w as a w ise course to take. A lthough  the disagreem ent between us appeared to 
be very large, we th o ugh t th a t w hen we sat for a few  hours to discuss it  probably we would be able to 
arrive a t a decision, w hich, though not giving e ither party  all they expected to get, would afford the basis 
of a satisfactory  arrangem ent, and I  sincerely tru s t th a t a fte r we have given a tria l to th is we will find 
th a t it  is a great im provem ent and th a t there  w ill be no fu rther necessity to alter the  law  in regard to 
the  railw ays.

Conference closed . v
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E X T R A C T E D  F R O M  T H E  M IN U T E S  O F  T H E  P R O C E E D IN G S  
O F T H E  L E G IS L A T IV E  C O U N C IL .

TU ESD A Y , 2 0 t h  A UG UST, 1895.

7. E l e c t r i c  L i g h t  a n d  P o w e r  B i l l . —The Order of the Day for the second reading of this B ill having been r ea d — th e  
Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, That this B ill be now read a  second time.

Debate ensued.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.—B ill read a second time.
The Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, That this B ill be committed.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, That the Bill be committed to a Select Committee.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

" TUESD AY , 2 7 t h  A UG UST, 1895.

5. E l e c t r ic  L ig h t  a n d  P o w e r  B i l l .—The Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, That the Select Committee on the 
Electric Light and Power B ill consist of the Honorables J. H. Abbott, J. Balfour, J. Bell, S. Eraser, J. H. Grey, 
W. McCulloch, A. 0 . Sachse, Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood, N. Thornley, and the Mover, such Committee to have 
power to send for persons, papers, and records, and to move from place to place ; three to be the quorum.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
* * * * * # * # # # * *

14. E l e c t r ic  L ig h t  a n d  P o w e r  B il l — M e m b e r  D is c h a r g e d .—The Honorable H . Cuthbert moved, by leave, That the
Honorable W. McCulloch be discharged from attendance on the Select Committee on the Electric Light and Power 
Bill.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

15. E l e c t r ic  L ig h t  a n d  P o w e r  B il l — M e m b e r  A p p o i n t e d .—The Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, That the
Honorable E. S. Grimwade be a Member of the Select Committee on the Electric Light and Power Bill.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

16. E l e c t r ic  L ig h t  a n d  P o w e r  B i l l — Q u o r u m . — The Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, That the quorum of the
Select Committe on the Electric Light and Power Bill be five instead of three as previously ordered.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

TUESDAY, 3 r d  SEPTEMBER, 1895.

7. E l e c t r ic  L ig h t  a n d  P o w e r  B il l — M e m b e r  D is c h a r g e d .—The Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, That the
Honorable S. Eraser be discharged from attendance on the Select Committee on the Electric Light and Power Bill.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

8. E l e c t r ic  L ig h t  a n d  P o w e r  B i l l — M e m b e r  A p p o i n t e d .—The Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, That the
Honorable D. E. McBryde be a Member of the Select Committee on the Electric Light and Power B ill.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

TUESDAY, 10 t h  SEPTEMBER, 1895.

13. E l e c t r ic  L ig h t  a n d  P o w e r  B i l l — P o w e r  t o  h e a r  C o u n s e l .—The Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, by le a v e , That 
all Petitions presented to this House relating to the Electric Light and Power Bill be referred to the Select 
Committee on the B ill, and that the Committee have power to hear counsel (to such extent as they shall thmJc 
fit) on behalf of such petitioners.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.



R E P O R T

T h e  S el ec t  C om m ittee appointed by your Honorable House on the 
27th August, 1895, and to whom was referred “ A Bill to facilitate 
and regulate the supply of Electricity for Lighting and for other 
purposes,” have the honour to report as follows:—

Your Committee have taken a considerable amount of evidence from witnesses 
representing the different municipal and public lighting bodies interested in the Bill, 
and also from the postal authorities, and have given careful consideration to the 
suggestions made in connexion therewith.

Your Committee arrived at the following resolutions:—
(1) That it will be to the public interest for municipalities to be empowered 

to provide electric light and power for both public and private 
purposes.

(2) That the Bill should provide in the case of private and public electric 
light and power companies—

(a) That existing companies shall have the option of applying 
for an order permitting them to supply electric light and 
power for both public and private purposes from their main 
leads, existing at the date of the introduction of the Bill, for 
a period of 25 years under the same conditions as to the 
renting of poles, &c., as are now enjoyed by the said 
companies.

(5) That the said companies shall have power to apply for an 
order to extend their main leads beyond the limit granted 
under clause (a), and such order shall be for the term of 
25 years.

(c) That the said companies at the end of 25 years may apply 
for a renewal order under the Bill.

(d)  That municipalities shall have power to purchase the lands, 
buildings, material, plant, and wires of any existing 
company—

By giving six months’ notice within two years from the 
date of the passing of the Act, or

By a similar notice at the expiration of the twelfth and 
twenty-fifth years.

Mode of Valuation as per B ill :—
If  purchased within two years to pay the valuation plus 

10 per cent.
If  purchased after twelve years to pay the valuation 

plus 5 per cent.
If purchased after 25 years to pay the valuation only.

To these resolutions effect is given which will be found incorporated in the 
Bill attached.*

[ *  N o t e . — T h e  B i l l  a s a m e n d ed  h a s  a lr e a d y  b e e n  is s u e d  a s  a  sep a ra te  P a p e r ,]





PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE.

W E D N E S D A Y , 2 8 t h  A U G U S T , 1895.

Members "present:

T h e Hon. J .  B ell
J .  H . A bbott 
A . 0 .  Sachse

T he Hon. N . Thornley
F . S. Grimwade
H . C uthbert.

The Clerk read ex trac ts from the M inutes of the  Proceedings of the  27th  A ugust referring to the 
appointment of the Committee.

The H on. H . C uthbert was called to the Chair.
Petitions from the Corporation of the M ayor, A lderm en, Councillors, and Citizens of the City of 

Melbourne, and from the M etropolitan Gras Company, w hich were referred by the Council to the Committee, 
were laid before the Committee.

T he Committee deliberated.
Ordered— T h at the Corporation of the  C ity o f Melbourne and the M etropolitan G as Company be 

invited to be present on W ednesday next, at half-past Tw o o’clock.
T he Committee adjourned until W ednesday next, a t half-past Tw o o'clock.

W E D N E S D A Y , 4 t h  S E P T E M B E R , 1 8 9 5 .

Members p resen t:
T he Hon. H . C u t h b e r t , in the C hair ;

T he Hon. J .  H . A bbott The Hon. A . 0 .  Sachse
D. E . M cBryde J .  Bell
Lieut.-C ol. Sir F . T . Sargood J .  Balfour.
J .  H . G rey

T he Clerk read ex trac ts from the  M inutes of the Proceedings of the 3rd September, w ith  reference 
to Petitions from the m unicipal councils of F itzroy, P rah ran , Footscray, the A . U . Alcock E lectric L igh t 
and M otive Pow er Company, L im ited, the  N ew  A ustralian  E lectric  Company, Lim ited, and from J .  H . 
Maddock, Chairm an of the M unicipal Conference.

T he Petitions were laid before the Committee.
T he Committee deliberated.
T he counsel and parties were called in.
M r. B ox appeared on behalf of the  Corporation of the  C ity of M elbourne.
M r. T opp appeared on behalf of the M etropolitan Gas Company.
M r. Box was heard to address the Committee.
T he Committee adjourned un til W ednesday next, a t half-past Tw o o'clock.

W E D N E S D A Y , 1 1 t h  S E P T E M B E R , 1895.

Members present:

T he Hon. H . C u t h b e r t , in the  Chair ; 

T he H on. J .  H . A bbott T he Hon. F . S. Grimwade 
J .  Bell 
J .  Balfour 
A . 0 .  Sachse.

Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood 
D . E . M cBryde 
N . Thornley

T he C lerk read ex tracts from the M inutes of the  Proceedings of the 10th September, w ith reference 
the power of the  Committee to hear counsel.

T he  Committee deliberated.
T he counsel and parties w ere called in.
Mr. B ox was heard to address the Committee.
M r. Topp was heard to address the  Committee.
T he Hon. J .  Balfour here entered the room and took his seat.
The Hon. A . O. Sachse here entered the room and took his seat.
M r. B ox was heard to address the Committee.
Mr. M addock was heard to address the Committee.
T he Committee adjourned until W ednesday nex t, a t half-past Tw o o'clock.



W E D N E S D A Y , 1 8 t h  S E P T E M B E R , 1895.

Members 'present:

T he H on. H . C u t h b e r t , in the C hair ;
T he  Hon. J .  H . A bb o tt T he Hon, Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T . Sargood

N. Thornley F . S. G rim  wade.
T he counsel and parties were called in.
M r. J .  D ennistoun W ood appeared on behalf of the A . U . A lcock E lectric  L igh t and M otive Power 

Company, Lim ited.
Jo h n  C layton exam ined by M r. Box.
W itness examined by M r. Wood.
W itness exam ined by M r. H addock.
W itness exam ined by the Committee.
T he Committee adjourned until W ednesday nex t, a t T hree o’clock.

T he Hon. A . O. Sachse 
J .  Bell
F . S. Grim  wade.

W E D N E S D A Y , 2 5 t h  S E P T E M B E R , 1895 .

Members present /
T he  Hon. H . C u t h b e r t , in the  Chair ;

T he Hon. J .  Balfour
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood 
D. E . M cBryde

T he counsel and parties were called in.
M r. J .  D ennistoun W ood stated  th a t he also appeared for the N ew  A ustralian  E lectric Company, 

L im ited.
A rth u r Jam es A rno t exam ined by M r. Box.
T he Hon. J .  Bell here entered the room and took his seat.
Exam ination of w itness continued.
T he Hon. F . S. Grim wade here entered the room and took his seat.
W itness exam ined by M r. Wood.
W itness further exam ined by Mr. Box.
W itness exam ined by the  Committee.
Jo h n  C layton fu rther examined by Mr. Box.
W itness fu rther exam ined by M r. Wood.
M r. Wood was heard  to  address the  Committee.
W illiam  Charles K erno t exam ined by M r. Wood.
W itness exam ined by M r. Box.
T he Com m ittee adjourned un til W ednesday next, a t T hree o^clock.

W E D N E S D A Y , 2 n d  O C T O B E R , 1 8 9 5 .

Members p resen t:
T he H on. H . C u t h b e r t , in the C h a ir ;

T he Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T . Sargood 
J .  H . A bbott 
D . E . M cBryde 
N . Thornley

T he  counsel and parties were called in.
W illiam  Charles K ernot exam ined by Mr. M addock.
T he H on. J .  B ell here entered the  room and took his seat. 
E xam ination of w itness continued.
A lfred  U . A lcock exam ined by M r. Wood.
W itness exam ined by Mr. Box.
W itness exam ined by Mr. M addock.
W itness examined by the Com m ittee.
W alter J .  A nderson exam ined by M r. Wood.
W itness examined by the  Committee.
M r. Box was heard to address the  Committee.
T he Hon. A . 0 . Sachse here entered the room and took his seat. 
M r. M addock was heard to address the Committee.
M r. W ood was heard to address the  Committee.
Jo h n  H inde exam ined by M r. M addock.
T he Hon. F .  S. Grim wade here entered the  room and took his seat. 
Jam es S tree t exam ined by M r. M addock.
W itness exam ined by the Committee.
A rth u r B atson exam ined by M r. M addock.
W itness exam ined by Mr. Wood.
W itness exam ined by the Committee.
A rth u r Jam es A rnot exam ined by M r. M addock.
W itness fu rther exam ined by M r. W ood.
W itness further exam ined by M r. Box.
T he Com m ittee adjourned u n til W ednesday nex t, at T hree o’clock.

T he  H on. J .  Balfour 
J .  B ell 
A . O. Sachse 
F . S. Grimwade.
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W E D N E S D A Y , 9 t h  O C T O B E R , 1895.

Members present:

T he H o n . H. C u t h b e e t , in the Chair ;
The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood The Hon. F . S. G-rimwade

D. E . M cBryde J .  Balfonr.
J .  Bell

The counsel and the parties were called in.
Francis W ilson N iven exam ined by the  Committee.
The Hon. J .  B alfour here entered the room and took his seat.
Ferguson H enry T u th ill examined by the Committee.
W itness examined by M r. Box..
George Smibert examined by the Committee.
W itness examined by M r. Box.
W itness examined by M r. Wood.
A lfred C layton examined by M r. Maddock.
T . G ittus examined by Mr. Maddock.
W itness examined by M r. Wood.
Frederick George M iles examined by M r. Maddock.
Jo h n  Clayton further examined by Mr. Box.
W itness further examined by the Committee.
Mr. Box was heard to address the  Committee.
The Committee adjourned until Monday next, a t Three o'clock.

M O N D A Y , 14 t h  O C T O B E R , 1895.

Members present:

T he Hon. H . C u t h b e e t , in the Chair ;
The Hon. J .  H . A bbott T he Hon. F . S. Grim wade

Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T. Sargood J .  Bell
D . E . M cBryde N . Thornley.

The Committee deliberated.
George Smibert further examined by the Committee.

Resolved—
1. T h a t it w ill be to the public interest for municipalities to be empowered to provide electric ligh t

and power for both public and private purposes.
2. T h a t the B ill should provide in the case of private and public electric light and power companies—

(а) T h a t existing companies shall have the option of applying for an order perm itting them to
supply electric ligh t and power for both public and private purposes from their main leads, 
existing a t the date of the introduction of the Bill, for a period of 25 years under the same 
conditions as to the renting of poles, &c., as are now enjoyed by the said companies.

(б) T h at the  said companies shall have power to apply for an order to extend their main leads
beyond the lim it granted under clause (a), and such order shall be for the term of 25 years.

(c) T h a t the said companies, a t the  end of 25 years, may apply for a renewal order under the Bill.
(d) T h a t municipalities shall have power to purchase the lands, buildings, materia], plant, and

wires of any existing  company—  *
B y giving six m onths' notice w ithin two years from the date of the passing of the 

A ct, or
B y a similar notice at the expiration of the tw elfth  and twenty-fifth years.

Mode of V aluation as per B ill:— I f  purchased w ithin two years to pay the valuation 
plus 10  per cent. I f  purchased after twelve years to pay the valuation plus 5 per 
cent. I f  purchased after 25 years to pay the valuation only.

The Committee adjourned until Monday next, a t Three o’clock.

M O N D A Y , 2 1 s t  O C T O B E R , 1895.

Members presen t:

T he H on. H . C u t h b e e t , in the Chair ;
T he Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood 

J .  Balfour 
J .  Bell

T he Chairm an subm itted Schedule of amendments to the Bill.
T he Committee deliberated.
Certain of the  amendments were adopted.
T he Committee adjourned until W ednesday next, a t Three o'clock.

The Hon. N . Thornley
F . S. Grim wade 
A . 0 .  Sachse.



W E D N E S D A Y , 2 3 r d  O C T O B E R , 1895 .

Members 'present:

T he H on. H . C u t h b e r t , in the C hair ;
T he  H on. Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T . Sargood 

J .  H . A bbo tt
T he H on. F . S. Grim wade 

J .  B alfour.
T he  H on. L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood subm itted amendments in the  B ill. 
T he  Com m ittee deliberated.
C ertain  of th e  am endm ents were adopted.
T he Committee adjourned.

T U E S D A Y , 2 9 t h  O C T O B E R , 1895 .

Members present:

T he H on. H . C u t h b e r t , in  the  C hair ;
T he  H on. J .  H . A bbott 

N . T horn ley
T h e  H on. L ieut.-Col. S ir F . T . Sargood 

F . S. Grimwade.

T he Chairm an subm itted the D raft R eport and the amended B ill, which were amended and agreed to. 
T he Com m ittee deliberated.
Ordered— T h a t the  Chairm an report to the  Council.
T he Com m ittee adjourned.
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

W E D N E S D A Y , 1 1 t h  S E P T E M B E R , 1895.

Members present :

The Hon. H . C u t h b e r t , in the C h a ir ;

The Hon. J .  H. Abbott 
N . Thornley
D. E . McBryde 
Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood

The Hon. F. S. Grim wade 
J ,  Bell 
J .  Balfour 
A. 0 . Sachse.

The counsel and parties were called in.
Mr. B o x  appeared for the City Corporation of Melbourne.
Mr. Topp  appeared for the M etropolitan Gas Company.
Mr. Maddock appeared for the remainder of the petitioning municipalities.

Mr. Topp was heard to address the Committee. H e said the capital of the Metropolitan 
Gas Company amounted to £2,124,634. The paid-up capital of the company was £857,210; and 
the debentures, a large number of which had been issued to English creditors of the company, 
amounted to £857,000, so anything detrimental to the company would injuriously affect the people 
in England who had taken up those debentures. In  addition to that there were premiums on shares 
issued by the company amounting to £410,424 10s. lOd. This corporation was created by Act of 
Parliament in 1877, and took over the business of the three companies then in existence, and, being an 
enormous trading corporation, its reputation as a financial venture was of vast importance to the colony. 
The main objection tha t the company had was to a clause copied from an English A ct of Parliament. He 
did not know th a t we were bound to slavishly copy the English Act. The mere fact that this particular 
clause was copied from the English A ct should not sway the Committee unless they could see tha t the 
conditions were similar. The clause referred to was sub-clause 1 of section 6, which said— “ Subject to 
this Act the Governor in Council may from time to time by order authorize any council, company, or person 
to supply electricity for any public or private purposes/’ The company did not object to the public 
purpose, but, under this clause, any council could become a trading corporation and supply electricity to 
private people, and compete most injuriously w ith the Gas Company, because, by this Act, electric lighting 
was made in the nature of a permanent work done by the municipal corporation, for which they might 
borrow money on the credit of the municipal revenues. In  other words, they might use the municipal 
revenues for the purpose of raising funds to enter into a competition w ith a corporation such as the Gas 
Company. I f  the venture proved a failure, the ratepayers’ money would be spent in an undertaking which 
might be a dead loss, and, if it proved successful, it was an unjust competition with the Gas Company, which 
was simply a private corporation which had to borrow money and use its shareholders’ money for the erection 
of works and so on, whereas the municipalities could use the ratepayers’ money, which was obtained at a 
much cheaper rate because they had no dividends to pay as the Gas Company had to do. Although 
it might be said tha t a similar clause had been passed in England, he was not certain whether 
those municipalities to which those rights had been conceded in England had not the right before to supply 
gas ; if  so, it was conferring no additional righ t upon them ; but here the municipalities did not supply 
private persons w ith gas, therefore he would submit that the English Act should not be slavishly copied 
unless they could see th a t the conditions were the same. As to the unjust competition, they would see 
that great pressure would be put upon the ratepayers to patronize their municipal council in supplying 
them with electricity, instead of patronizing the Gas Company, because their rates were taken to erect the 
works, and therefore they would be bound to support the body which took their rates, so as to make it a suc
cessful commercial transaction. H e also pointed out th a t while professing to follow the English Act the 
whole policy of the English A ct had been altered. In  this Bill the provisional order was granted practi
cally by the Governor in Council, who acted on the advice of the Minister, which was a total departure 
from the English Act. In  England Parliam ent had kept control over the matter, and had not delegated 
the control to the Board of Trade, which was analogous to the M inister here. There were only two ways 
in England by which this privilege could be obtained by municipalities of supplying private persons with 
the electric light. I f  they came under the English A ct they could get a licence or a provisional order. 
The licence was a temporary thing, not often obtained in England, because it was only for seven 
years. A  corporation m ight go to great expense in the erection of works on a seven years’ tenure, and if 
the licence was opposed afterwards, or if  the Board of Trade came to the conclusion that the electric 
lighting was not properly carried out during the seven years, it  need not be renew ed; so the 
municipality m ight go to great expense in erecting works, and then be refused a renewal by the 
Board of Trade, or be opposed by other competing companies who wished to supersede the municipality. 
An important part of the English A ct was tha t relating to provisional orders. The English A ct was 
45 & 46 Victoria, chapter 56 ; section 3 of th a t A ct was as follows :— “ The Board of Trade may from 
time to time license any local authority as defined by this A ct, or any company or person, to supply
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electricity  under th is A c t for any public or p rivate  purposes w ith in  any area, subject to the  following
provisions.............................. ” Sub-section 2 was :— “ A  licence shall be for any period not exceeding seven
years, bu t may, a t or afte r the  expiration  of such licence, be renew ed from  tim e to tim e for a like period w ith 
such consent as above m entioned upon such term s and conditions as the  Board of T rade may determine.” 
T h a t w as not considered beneficial for the  reasons he had m entioned. T hen  th e  part re la ting  to provisional 
orders was section 4 :— “ T he B oard of T rade  may, from tim e to time, by provisional order authorize any local 
authority , company, or person, to supply electricity  for any public or p rivate purposes w ithin any area, w ithout 
requiring  such consents as are required to the gran ting  a licence under th is A c t for any period.” Then 
came an im portan t part, and th is w as w here th is presen t B ill differed entirely . Sub-section 2 w as:— “ The 
Board of T rade  may subm it to P arliam en t for confirmation any provisional order g ran ted  by it  in pursuance 
of this A ct, bu t any such order shall be of no force unless and until it  is confirmed by A ct of Parliam ent.” 
In  E ngland  a m unicipal council got the provisional orders from the  B oard of T rade, but unless they were 
confirmed by P arliam en t they  w ere of no force. W h a t was done here in th is B ill was, th a t th e  M inister 
issued an order and then  P arliam ent had no more control over the  m atter w hatever. T h a t was a 
very grave departure from  th e  E ng lish  A c t ; th e  whole pow er of P arliam ent was gone as the  Bill 
w as fram ed. T h e  M inister gran ted  the order and there  was no review, no appeal to Parliam ent. 
T h e  m unicipality  could then  proceed to borrow  m oney to erect those works. H e could not urge any 
objection to the  m unicipal councils supplying electric ity  for ligh ting  the  streets, bu t by th is  B ill they were 
turned into corporations com peting w ith  p rivate  companies. T here  w ere also several clauses in the Bill 
w hich the G as Com pany though t should be modified. T h e  Com m ittee would notice th a t the Gas Company 
had the  pow er to become w h a t w as called th e  undertaker under the  A ct, in the  sense of occupying the same 
position as a company or m unicipal co u n c il; th a t is, th e  privilege w as given to the  G as Company to supply 
electric ligh t if it  th o u g h t f i t ; bu t w hat he would urge on behalf of the  com pany was th a t they should be 
placed in exactly  the  same position as a m unicipal corporation. T h e  B ill as drafted did not do that. 
C lause 4 provided th a t— “ N o council, com pany, or person shall use, lay, erect, construct, pu t up, or place 
any electric line, or supply e lectricity  for public purposes or p riva te  purposes, except under the  authority  of 
an order made p u rsuan t to th is A c t.” Section 5 said— “ T he  last preceding section shall no t extend to any 
case w here any electric line used or in tended to be used is not laid, conveyed, or placed, or intended to be laid, 
conveyed, or placed beyond the lim its of any build ings or premises in  w hich electricity  is generated for 
lig h ting  purposes ; nor shall such section app ly  to any electric lines erected before the  commencement of 
th is A ct, or to w orks erected before such date belonging to any council, company, or person ; bu t all such 
councils, companies, and persons shall be en titled  to obtain an order, subject in the  case of any company or 
person to any ex isting  agreem ent m ade before the s ix teen th  day of Ju ly , One thousand  eigh t hundred and 
ninety-five, betw een such com pany or person and any c o u n c il; and all such lines and w orks shall be subject 
to  th e  provisions of th is A c t a t the  expiration  of one year a fte r such commencement, and thereafter no 
council, com pany, or person shall supply  electricity  therefrom  for public purposes or p rivate purposes except 
under th e  au thority  of an  order.” T he  C om m ittee would see th a t th a t gave a g rea t advantage to a 
m unicipal corporation th a t bad its  w orks already erected, or to an  electric  com pany w hich had its works 
already erected. T h e  M elbourne C ity  Corporation had its  w orks and lines erected all over the  city and 
th a t relieved it for a period of a year from  the  liab ility  to ge t an  order. H e contended on behalf of the 
G as Com pany tha t, i f  i t  were in tended  to give th a t  com pany th e  pow er to place itself in the position of an 
electric com pany, i t  w as only common fairness th a t the proviso as to not obtaining an order should apply to it 
equally w ith  the corporation or w ith  an electric com pany ; th a t is, th a t it  should no t for the  same period of 
tim e be asked to get an order, so he w ould ask for th a t clause to be modified.

T he Hon. the C hairm an.— Do you draw  a d istinction betw een com panies already in existence and 
those th a t m ay be hereafter called into existence ? T h e  B ill pu ts all the  companies hereafter to be called 
in to  existence on a par. I t  only provides th a t w here com panies are already carry ing  on their business they 
shall be en titled  to the ir order.

M r. T opp  said th e  G as Com pany w anted  its  m ains to be treated  as if they  w ere electric lines in 
existence ; th a t they  should have the rig h t to  go w here th e ir m ains w ere, and the  m ains should be treated 
on th e  same footing as the electric lines th a t w ere erected already. T he  m ains of the  G as Company cost 
them  money, in the same w ay as the electric lig h t lines laid  down by the ex isting  companies cost them money. 
In  any  case, if the  general policy of the  B ill w ere adopted, in course of tim e, no doubt, an in jury  would ensue 
to the  G as Com pany, and so they ought to g e t every benefit th a t w as given to  the  electric companies as 
regarded the w orks a lready ex isting . H e would also suggest th a t in order th a t all m ight s ta rt fair some 
lim itation  in point of tim e should be pu t on the  s ta rtin g  of the  p riva te  lig h t supply. C ertain  electric companies 
w ere in existence w hich had the ir w orks in  existence and w ere ready to s ta rt to-m orrow , and he would 
suggest th a t a period should be nam ed before w hich a provisional order could not be obtained for supplying 
private  people, so as to  enable the  Gas Com pany to become an undertaker and erect electric works, otherwise 
th e  G as Com pany would be placed at an enormous d isadvantage. In  sub-section 3 of clause 6 it  said— “ Be
fore any such gas company shall app ly  for an order to  become undertakers under th is A c t it  shall be necessary 
for th e  com pany to obtain the  sanction of th e  shareholders thereof, by resolution passed by them  at a special 
general m eeting called for th a t purpose.” T h a t m igh t be taken  to mean th a t they  m ust obtain the  consent 
o f th e  whole of the shareholders, w hich would bo unw orkable. I t  was probably a draftsm an’s error which 
should be corrected so as to read “ a m ajority  of the  shareholders ” or “ in accordance w ith  the  articles of 
association.” Clause 7, w hich  was supposed to be a transcrip t of sub-section 5 of section 3 of the English 
A c t of 1882, left out some im portan t words w hich  he thou g h t should be added. I t  ran :— “ E very  council, 
com pany, or person applying for an order shall publish notice of such application by public advertisem ent in 
such m anner and including such particu lars as the  G overnor in Council may from tim e to tim e direct or 
approve ; and such order shall not be gran ted  by the  G overnor in Council un til a fte r the expiration  of a 
period of th ree  m onths from  the  date of the first publication of such advertisem ent.” In  the  E nglish  A ct 
these words w ere added, w hich seemed im portan t :— “ nor un til opportunity  has been given to all parties 
in terested  to make representations or objections to the B oard of T rade w ith reference to the  application. 
C lause 35 said— “ T he  undertakers shall not in m aking any agreem ents for a  supply of electricity  show 
any undue preference to any council, company, or person, bu t save as aforesaid they  m ay m ake such charges for 
the supply of electric ity  as m ay be agreed upon, no t exceeding the lim its of price imposed by or in pursuance 
of th e  order authorizing them  to supply e lec tric ity .” H e contended th a t there should be a uniform  charge



to all consumers. The G-as Company were under tha t disability, and they contended tha t any person 
supplying electric light should be placed in the same position. The clause merely fixed the maximum ; it 
did not fix a uniform charge. The Gas Company had to charge all consumers alike, and the undertakers 
should be placed in the same position. I t  was also advisable in the interests of the municipal bodies them
selves tha t a uniform rate should be fixed, so th a t no undue pressure should be brought to bear.

The H on. the Chairman.— Does not section 34, sub-section 1, mean a uniform charge ?
M r. Topp thought not. I t  said “ council, company, or person.”  In the case of a company, all it 

would amount to would be that one company would have to be supplied at the same rate as another 
company, but th a t one company need not be supplied at the same charge as an individual person. I t  did not 
make it uniform. I t  was a mere m atter of making the thing absolutely clear. He would now make one 
or two suggestions on behalf of the G-as Company, as to something that should be added in protection 
of the Gas Company's interests. By the Gas Company’s A ct they were compelled to supply light 
of a certain illuminating power. No such clause was contained in the Bill, and he thought there 
should be one. There should be some standard to put the Gas Company on fair even terms of 
competition, otherwise it left the undertakers at liberty to supply any power they liked, whereas the Gas 
Company had to supply gas of a certain illuminating power. T hat was a m atter on which scientific 
evidence might be taken by the Committee. There was also the question of meters, which was a burning 
question w ith the Gas Company. He was informed that the company had spent about £100,000 on meters. 
Under the A ct they had to supply meters at their own expense, but there was no provision in the Bill 
that the meters should be supplied by the councils or corporations. By the form of order which would be 
probably adopted by the M inister, the consumer would have to pay for the meter, so tha t the undertakers 
would compete very unfairly w ith the G-as Company. H e would suggest that the Gas Company should be 
relieved of this necessity if the Electric Company were relieved of it, so tha t they should start fair. I f  the 
Bill remained as it was, the M inister would follow the model provisional form in framing the provisional 
order, which contemplated, no doubt, tha t a t the request of the consumer, the company should supply the 
meter and the fittings, but that the consumer should pay for it. The section in the A ct was the same as 
section 24 of the English A ct of 1882, though the order provided tha t the consumer should bear the cost 
of the meter. In  whatever form the Bill was passed, he would ask the Committee to consider the 
suggestions he had made.

M r. B ox  said he would ask permission to call evidence in reply to the objection raised by Mr. Topp, 
that the corporations were unduly favoured. The universal trend in England was to give this power to 
corporations, not to companies. There were certain things in the Bill which were objectionable from the 
City Corporation’s point of view, but he would ask to be allowed to call evidence as to them on a future 
day.

M r. Maddoclc said he was not ready to call evidence to-day. The other petitioning corporations 
were in a different position to the city of Melbourne. The Melbourne corporation had its own peculiar 
interest in the Bill on account of having its own electric works in existence, but the other corporations had 
not works in existence, but they claimed tha t they should have the right given to them to light the municipal
ities both publicly and privately. They claimed to have the power now to light both publicly and privately 
by electricity. T h a t was denied by the G-as Company, but they proposed to submit that claim to the 
Committee when the proper time came, but being the last to petition they Avere not prepared to go on with 
the evidence at once. H e appeared for the whole of the municipalities except Melbourne. There were 
twelve municipalities inside the metropolitan area that he represented. There was a conference of 
municipalities called to deal w ith the Bill, and that conference requested him to attend at the Committee 
meeting. There were 23 municipalities represented on the conference. Some had not taken an interest in 
the matter, though the great majority had done so.

M r. Box  asked if any explanation could be given of clause 5 of the Bill. From the City Council’s 
point of view it was a very material m atter to consider. The words referred to were :— “ but all such 
councils, companies, and persons shall be entitled to obtain an order ” — that was existing councils and com
panies— “ subject in the case of any company or person to any existing agreement made before the sixteenth 
day of Ju ly , One thousand eight hundred and ninety-five, between such company or person and any council ; 
and all such lines and works shall be subject to the provisions of this A ct a t the expiration of one year 
after such commencement, and thereafter no council, company, or person shall supply electricity therefrom 
for public purposes or private purposes except under the authority of an order.” There were electric com
panies in existence, and they had certain agreements w ith corporations, including the City Corporation. 
Did the clause mean tha t the Bill was a public Bill, framed for all ? This clause provided that when 
they got a provisional order they could go anywhere they liked over the town and city, and could put the 
wires wherever they chose, and rip the streets up wherever they liked. T ha t was a grave blot on the Bill. 
He understood th a t the  companies which now existed, and which claimed the right to get a provisional 
order, were under stringent conditions, and he thought the electric companies should call evidence to show 
what they meant by it. From the City Corporation’s point of view i t  was an extremely serious matter. 
A t present they had a hold upon existing companies as to putting up poles and wires, but if they once got 
a provisional order under this section they would be entirely at large. T hat clause did not come from 
England, and those who put it in should explain w hat it meant. T hat was one of the chief points of 
objection taken by the City Corporation. _ .

The Hon. the Chai/rma/n.—I  think those words were put in in order that the Minister might have 
power to deal w ith the companies already in existence, and might do justice between the parties.

M r. Box  said the electric companies did not need to go to the Minister, they had the right by this 
clause to an order.

The H on. Lieut.-Col. S ir  F. T. Sargood .— T hat clause was originally put in as an amendment or 
mine at the instance of some of the electric companies. They wanted something much more sweeping 
than this, but I  said I  could only go to the extent of saving to them whatever rights they had, and no moie, 
and this clause was drafted by the Parliam entary draftsman with that view, but I  am aware that since that 
was drafted a wider interpretation has been given to it than I  intended.

M r. Box  said this clause gave the electric companies great powers which they never expected to 
get, and were never intended to get. Their present agreements w ith the different corporations were 
limited. He was informed th a t the P rahran agreement expired by the effluxion of time in December,



w ithout any interference Iby any one, and according to th is  clause the  company would be entitled to an 
order. T hey  would not have, like  everybody else, to go to the  M inister and obtain an order ; they  would 
get it  by A c t of P arliam ent.

The Hon. the Chairm an.— T he corporations have encouraged th e  companies to come and light the 
streets for them . T hey  have expended over a quarter of a million in the  w ork, and should we, in giving 
th is larger pow er to  th e  m unicipal council th an  they  possess a t  the present tim e, pu t them  in a position to 
term inate a t a short notice th e  agreem ents th a t have done so m uch good ?

M r. B ox  said th a t if they  did term inate  th e  agreem ent th e  company could go to the  M inister and 
obtain an order, bu t the  danger lie saw w as the  r ig h t of th e  com pany to get an  order.

T he Hon. the C hairm an.— B u t the  councils w ould come in and object to the ir getting  an order.
M r. B ox  said th a t if the  A c t said th e  com pany had to ge t an order no M inister could go against it. 

T hey  w ould not w an t th e  consent of anybody. U nder the  B ill as it was draw n the  M inister w ould have no 
option ; no consent of any  council was w anted.

M r. Topp  asked if  any evidence was necessary on th e  points he had addressed the Committee
about ?

The Hon. the Chairm an.'—I  am under the  im pression th a t it  w ill no t be necessary for you to call any 
evidence.

A d jo u rn ed  to W ednesday nexty a t h a lf-past Tw o o'clock.

W E D N E S D A Y , 1 8 t h  S E P T E M B E R , 1895 . 

M embers p re se n t:

T he H on. H . C u t h b e r t , in  the  C hair ;

T h e  H on. J .  H . A bbo tt
F . S. Grrimwade

T he  H on. L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood 
N . T hornley .

M r. J . B en n is to u n  W ood  appeared on behalf of the  A . U . A lcock E lec tric  L ig h tin g  Company.
M r. B ox  appeared for the C ity  C orporation of M elbourne.
M r. M addock  appeared for th e  rem ainder o f the petition ing  m unicipalities.
M r. B o x  said he now  proposed to deal w ith  th e  B ill from  a C orporation point of view.

J o h n  C layton exam ined.
1. B y  M r. B ox.— W h at are  you ?— T ow n C lerk  of the city  of M elbourne.
2. I  th in k  you w ere also secretary  to the  M unicipal Conference held on the subject of electric

lig h tin g  ?— Y es. # .
3. A s fa r  as the  C ity  Council of M elbourne are concerned, I  may tak e  it  generally  th a t they  are m 

favour of th is  B ill? — Y es ; th a t is, on general principles, bu t there  are a few  clauses as to w hich some 
objection w ill be raised, or exception taken  to fu rth e r on.

4. W hen  w as th e  first B ill as to  electric ligh ting  in tro d u ced ?—In  the year 1883 the  m atter first 
came before th e  C ity  Council. In  fact, as soon as th e  E n g lish  A c t of 1882 reached here th e  C ity  Council 
took up the  m a tte r  of th e  electric ligh ting  of th e  city , and w rote to th e  P rem ier on th e  19th of Ju ly , 1883,
asking th a t th e  G overnm ent w ould in troduce a B ill on th e  lines of th a t A ct. _ _

5. T h a t is w h at is called A c t 45 & 46 V ictoria , chapter 6 ?— Y es, the first of the  E lec tric  Lighting
A cts  a t home. I  have a copy of th e  le tte r th a t was sent to the  P rem ier— \_handing in  the same] : —

M r. B ox  read the  sam e as follows :— ..................................................................................................... ...............
Town Clerk’s Office, Town Hall, Melbourne, 19th July, 1883.

B y  desire of the Council of the City of Melbourne, I have the honour to ask that the Government w ill be so good 
as to introduce into Parliament and secure the passing in the present Session a Bill similar to the A ct passed last year in
England relative to Electric Lighting. _ i • v ut w

This has become of urgent necessity, as representatives of the companies now in Melbourne for supplying ng t y 
electricity have applied for authority to break the streets, and otherwise interfere with the public thoroughfares tor the 
purpose of their business, and it is m anifestly desirable that the municipal authorities should (as m England) have the 
power to undertake this service on behalf of the ratepayers, or to make such terms as may be reasonable and advantageous 
with regard to it, if it should be undertaken by joint-stock enterprise.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

E . G . E i i z G i b b o x , T o w n  C le r k .

The Honorable the Premier, &c., &c.
6. B y  M r. B o x .-— T here  w as a conference, I  believe, of the  m unicipalities in  the  same year ?: Y es, 

th e  m etropolitan m unicipalities were called together in conference to consider the same question, and under 
au tho rity  of th a t conference a le tte r w as sent to th e  P rem ier of w hich  th a t is a  copy—  [/<anding m  the 
same~\ :—

M r. B o x  read the  same as fo llo w s :—  1 _eo_
Town Clerk’s Office, Melbourne, 8th December, 1883.

SlE’ The delegates appointed by the municipal authorities empowered under the M e tr o p o l i ta n  G a s  C o m p a n y 's  ^ 1 8 7 8  
having had under their consideration a letter which I had the honour to address to you at the desire of t e ounci 
City, under date the 19th July last, w ith reference to the introduction of and passing through the last Session of Pari 
a Bill similar to the A ct passed last year in England relative to E lectric Lighting, I have the honour on beha _ 
conference, to ask the favour of an interview for a deputation of its members with you, when conveme ,  ̂ ™ OQu,lp
of urging the desirability of such a B ill being introduced into Parliament as a Government measure as early as p 
during the next Session of Parliament.

I  have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

E. G, E itzG ib b o n , Town Clerk.

The Honorable the Premier of Victoria.



7. B y  M r. B ox.— T here was a B ill prepared, was there n o t?— Yes. T o expedite the m atter as far 
as possible the conference authorized the preparation of a B ill, which was prepared m ainly on the lines of 
the English A ct. T h a t is a copy of the B ill— [handing in the same'].

8. T h a t B ill was sent to the P rem ie r?— Yes, w ith  a le tter under date 18th December, 1884, asking 
him to introduce the B ill as a Governm ent measure in the  next Session of Parliam ent— [ handing in a 
copy o f  the letter] :—
Sin, Town Clerk’s Office, Melbourne, 18th December, 1884.

In accordance with a resolution of the Conference of Representatives of the Metropolitan Municipal Corporations 
constituting the Gas Conference under the Metropolitan Gas Company’s Act, I have the honour to forward herewith a copy 
of “ A Bill to facilitate and regulate the supply of electricity for lighting and other purposes ” printed by desire of the 
Council of the City of Melbourne and the Gas Conference, and in further accordance with such resolution to ask that you 
will be so good as to introduce the Bill as a Government measure in the next Session of Parliament.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

(S ig n e d )  E . G . F it z G ib b o n ,
Town Clerk and Honorary Secretary to the Conference.

The Honorable the Premier, &c., &c.

9. T h a t was the first B ill in this m a tte r?— Yes, the first a ttem pt a t legislation.
10. T h a t is dated 1883. I  believe the Postal D epartm ent erected certain poles in this city to carry 

electric ligh t wires after th a t B ill was prepared ?— Yes, the  P osta l D epartm ent erected a small number of 
poles in the city  to carry the  electric ligh ting  wires of the  companies who had commenced business—they 
did tha t w ithout the  knowledge or consent of th e  council a t all— no authority  was obtained for the erection 
of those poles, bu t they erected about 80, throughout the whole of the city, in the  streets ; th a t was prior 
to 1889. Those poles were used, I  believe, for carrying the electric ligh t leads of certain companies, and 
in June, 1889, the P osta l D epartm ent w rote to the C ity Council as follows :—

“ I am directed by the Honorable the Postmaster-General to inform you that application has been made to this 
Department for the erection of poles in some of the principal streets of the city, to carry electric light leads. For the 
information of the City Council, I am to explain that some time ago the Department was asked by some of the electric 
light companies to allow them to erect their light leads on the poles carrying the telegraph and telephone lines. This was 
refused on the ground that the electric light currents would interfere detrimentally with the telegraph circuits, but the 
Department offered to erect special poles on which the companies could place their conductors if they would take all 
responsibility in the matter, the poles being erected on the opposite side of the street to that on which the Departmental 
poles stood, and the Department undertaking only to carry them along practicable routes. This has been done to a limited 
extent in Little Bourke-street, Little Collins-street, Flinders-lane, and Russell-street, but hitherto the Department has 
refrained from erecting any of these poles in the principal streets. As advised above, applications have now been made 
for poles (of a larger size) to be put up in some of the main thoroughfares, and the demands of the companies are likely to 
be increased in the near future. It is observed that the City Council is calling for tenders for lighting some of the principal 
streets with the electric light, and the companies who wish to tender are doubtless making the demands for poles upon the 
Department in order to enable them to tender for the city lighting, as they will have to be assured of the means of carrying 
their conductors to the required points in the streets to be lighted. Mr. Derham is of opinion that it is inadvisable that 
this Department should undertake any further work or responsibility in connexion with a business so foreign to its 
functions, and the electric light companies applying have been so advised. I am also to request that any permission given 
by the council for erection of poles, &c., may be subject to the approval of the Government, so as to avoid interference 
with the telegraph service.”

N egotiations were carried on then betw een the council and the  P osta l Departm ent.
11. T he council bought those poles ?—-Yes, those negotiations ended in the C ity Council taking 

over the poles as expressed in th is le tte r of th e  3rd of September, 1890— [ handing in the same].
M r. B o x  read the same as follows :—

S ir , Town Clerk’s Office, Town Hall, Melbourne, 3rd September, 1890.

Referring to previous correspondence on the subject of the erection of electric lighting poles in the streets of the city, 
and the supervision of the wires erected thereon, and particularly to your letters of 3rd June, 1889, and 30th January, 1890, 
I have the honour to inform you that the City Council is now making the arrangements necessary for the erection of any 
additional wires which may be required, and the maintenance of such supervision ; and with a view to a completion of these 
arrangements I am to ask that the poles now erected within the city may be handed over to the council. The council will 
thereupon exercise the necessary control and supervision, and will, of course, accept the liabilities of the Government under 
any arrangements which may have been entered into with any of the existing companies with regard to the carriage of 
their wires,

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

E. G. F i t z G ib b o n ,  Town Clerk.
The Honorable the Postmaster-General.

12. W hat was done then  ?— A  statem ent was forwarded showing the number of poles erected and 
fixing the am ount w hich we were to pay for them , viz., £129 los.

13. A nd  th e  council paid th a t for the poles ?— Yes.
14. U p  to th a t time those were the only poles carrying electric ligh t wires in the city ? T h a t is so.
15. On th a t purchase they became the property of the council ?— T h at purchase was completed in 

1891, bu t prior to th a t the companies had approached the council direct, the particulars of which I  can
show, and the  council had erected poles.

16. W hat companies approached the council direct as to the  m atter?  The N ew  A ustralian the 
first, and the A. U . A lcock the  second, and probably the U nion— I am not quite sure about the la tter
— I  have the correspondence here. „  .

17. As a m atter of fact, in 1890 those companies applied for permission to erect poles f— le s ,  and 
the council would not g ran t the permission to any company to erect any poles in its stieets, u t sai i 
would erect them itself, so th a t they should be p a rt of the council’s own scheme for the  lighting o e ci y.

18. From  th a t time to this, has any company erected any electric lighting  poles in the city .— l  o.
19. T he  A . U. Alcock E lectric L ighting  Company promoted a B ill in Parliam ent ?— A  private B ill 

in the Legislative Assembly in 1891. Directly th a t became known the City Council took^ action, and t e 
M unicipal Conference (which had been dealing w ith the m atter of municipal electric lighting already) met 
and subm itted their views to Parliam ent, w ith  the result th a t the Bill was w ithdrawn on the motion for its 
second reading. T he opinion of the House was tested on a motion for adjournment, the promoters were 
defeated, and they w ithdrew  the B ill.



20. A fte r th a t the  G overnm ent took th e  m atter up ?— A t tha t stage the G overnm ent took the m atter 
up  for the first time, and a B ill was introduced into the L egisla tive A ssem bly by M r. T urner and Mr. Duffy, 
w hich was practically  on th e  lines of the E ng lish  legislation. T he  B ill was read the first time on the 22nd 
of Septem ber, 1891, and, owing to th e  close of th e  Session, was discharged from the N otice-paper before 
second reading. On the  same question of private enterprise I  may say th a t the  Y arra  Y arra  River 
Company introduced a private B ill ; th a t was in the  year 1894. T h e  same action was taken as to tha t 
Bill. I t  was opposed by th e  un ited  m unicipalities and by the  C ity  Council, w ith  the  resu lt th a t the 
prom oters came in touch w ith  th e  conference and held the  B ill back ; they  recognised the righ ts of the 
m unicipalities and held  th e  B ill back.

21. D uring th is tim e we have mentioned, up to 1894, have the corporation done anything as to the 
ligh ting  of the  city  ?— Y es, in 1889 it took th e  first step of obtaining increased borrowing powers for th a t 
purpose, and those increased powers were obtained in the A c t passed in 1889.

22. W as it acted on ?—'Yes. A  question was then  raised as to councils having the power to spend 
m oney on electric ligh t w orks, and in 1890 pow er was obtained from P arliam ent for the  purpose under the 
Local G overnm ent A c t ; it w as a clause th a t w as pu t into th e  principal A ct. T he A c t No. 1055 gave 
the  corporation of M elbourne pow er to borrow  to the same ex ten t and for the  same purposes as other 
m unicipalities, th a t was the L ocal G overnm ent A m ending A ct 1889. T hen  the increased powers were 
g iven to  all m unicipalities by th e  A c t 1243 of 1890, and in 1891 the council appointed an electrical 
engineer, M r. A rnot, a perm anent officer to advise it as to the  ligh ting  of th e  whole of the  city and to carry 
out th a t ligh ting .

23. W as he required to advise th e  council both as to p rivate  and public lig h tin g ?— Y es, th a t was 
his duty, and he prepared for the  purpose reports dealing w ith  the  public and private ligh ting  of the  whole 
of th e  city. In  1892, having  previously got the  engineer’s reports, th e  council floated a loan which 
included £125,000 for public and p rivate  lig h tin g — £75,000  being to complete th e  public lighting, and 
£50 ,000  as a first instalm ent tow ards the cost of p riva te  ligh ting . T he  loan was subscribed and partly 
spen t, buildings having been erected and p lan t obtained for the  whole of th e  public ligh ting  of the city 
and for the first insta lm en t of the  private  lig h tin g  of th e  city . P a r t  of it  is in use in some of our own 
buildings, and p a rt is ly ing ready to be used, a ll fitted, ready to sw itch on the current.

24. H ow  m uch money has been spen t up  to the  presen t tim e ?— R oughly, from £100,000 to 
£110 ,000 . T h a t shows the action o f the council from th e  tim e the E ng lish  A c t was passed up to date, 
th e  lines they  have gone on, and the ir action. I  should have sta ted  th a t during th is time the Governm ent 
w as again in troducing legislation. A  B ill was introduced in  1892 w hich was, w ithout any doubt whatever, 
on the  lines of the  E ng lish  legislation, and the council recognised tha t, even if there had been any difficulty 
before as to the powers of councils to do p rivate  ligh ting , th a t G overnm ent m easure w ould remedy any 
such difficulty. T h a t w as a public B ill introduced in  1892 in the  L egisla tive Council by the Honorable 
M r. Zeal, and w as th e  second B ill introduced. A nother G overnm ent B ill was introduced in  1894 on the 
same lines as previous B ills. T he  presen t B ill is the first in  w hich the principles of the E ng lish  A cts have 
been departed  from.

25. T h a t is all you w ish to say generally as to the action of the council?— Yes.
26. I t  is a fac t th a t in M elbourne our system  of electric energy is overhead ? —Yes ; there  is only 

one little  piece of underground w iring in th e  city.
27. H as it been found necessary to have one side of th e  stree t reserved for th is  ligh ting  ?— Yes, tha t 

w as indicated in the le tte r I  read first from  the P o sta l D epartm ent. T he departm ent refused (even when 
they  w ere p u tting  up th e  few poles erected by them ) to pu t any th ing  up on the  same side of the street as 
th e  te legraph  leads were.

28. W hat does th e  council desire as to clause 31 as an am endm ent in th is B ill ?— T h ere  is a m atter 
in  th a t w hich w ill come up  more in  the shape of expert evidence— th a t I  do not touch on, bu t in sub-section 4 
of clause 31 and in  clause 33 there  are two little  m atters raised, the  same in  each case, as to the m anner of 
settlem ent of disputes. T he  words are :— “ such person as th e  G overnorin Council shall appoint for the 
purpose,” and in  section 33 the same w ords are used. T h e  clause says— “ such person as the Governor 
in  Council m ay appo in t,” and as the  P ostm aster-G enera l is one of the parties to it  i t  is suggested th a t all 
these m atters  should be settled  by arbitration, the point being th a t m atters of d ispute between the 
undertaker and the P ostm aster-G enera l, or the  undertakers them selves, should be settled  by arbitration as 
in  the  E n g lish  legislation. I  have compared the E ng lish  A c t w ith  this.

29. Sub-section 4 of the  E ng lish  A c t says— “ A ny  difference w hich arises betw een the  Postm aster- 
G eneral and  th e  undertakers or the ir agents w ith  respect to any requirem ents so made shall be determ ined 
hy  a rb itra tio n ,”— is th a t w h a t th e  council desire ?— Y es.

30. T h ey  tak e  out of sub-section 3 o f clause 33 the  w ords— “ such person as the  Governor in 
Council shall appo in t,”  and pu t in  the  w ord “ a rb itra tion  ” ?— Y es, the  council desire arbitration, as in 
E ng land , instead of nom ination for th e  settlem ent of a dispute. A s to overhead wires, there m ust be 
some modification of th is clause because of the  difference of th e  tw o system s, the  E ng lish  being under
ground and ours being overhead.

31. In  clause 32, sub-section 4, there has been an omission. T he proviso to sub-section 2 of section 
4 of the  E nglish  A c t of 1888 has been om itted in th is Bill. T he  E n g lish  A c t says— “ P rovided  th a t nothing in 
th is  sub-section shall apply  to th e  supply  of electricity  th rough  any electric line or work laid down or erected 
under and subject to the  provisions o f any licence, order, or special A ct, or w hich may be used in accordance 
w ith  any conditions or regulations prescribed by the  Board of T rade, by or in pursuance of any notice given 
by them  under th is section ; ” th a t has been entirely  left out. W h a t have you to say as to w hy th a t proviso 
should be inserted  ?—I t  is absolutely necessary fo r th is reason, the sub-clause provides for the  protection of the 
te legraph  leads of the P ostm aster-G eneral, and to th a t ex ten t is heartily  approved by the council. I t  
provides th a t any electric lig h t leads belonging to any  undertaker shall be so placed as not to in terfere w ith 
the  leads of the P o stm aste r-G en e ra l; th a t would rem ain one of the conditions of the order and be part of 
the  regulations th a t  the G overnor in Council w ill adopt and as such w ill be complied w ith, but by the 
omission of the  last p a rt of th is clause the effect w ould be tha t, if a t any subsequent tim e additional telegraph 
leads should be erected there, th e  whole of the electric lig h t leads will have to be taken  down or altered 
to  suit the additional te leg raph  leads subsequently  added. T he  E nglish  L egisla ture  recognised th a t th a t 
w ould not be fair, and they  provided by the la tte r  p a rt of sub-section 2 th a t no th ing  in th a t sub-section



should apply to th e  supply of electricity through any lines laid down or erected in accordance w ith  the 
provisions of such order or regulation. In  other words, if additional telegraph leads subsequently became 
necessary, they m ust be placed so as not to necessitate the alteration of all the electric ligh t leads.

32. T h a t is to say, preserving the present ex isting  wires, th a t if hereafter they w ant to have fresh 
telegraph wires they are to take care of the electric lig h t leads as well ?—A nd th a t is the more necessary 
because, by the regulations, the undertakers are kep t w ithin such stric t lim its as to w here their leads shall, 
be taken, and how they shall be insulated or protected or covered to protect the  telegraph leads. We 
are by local legislation prevented from coming w ith in  18 feet of the ground, so th a t we could not drop 
down any lower. In  fact, if th a t section passed in its present form it would make electric light leads in 
certain cases an im practicability; they  would be at the mercy of the new telegraphic lead ; and we should 
not be able to place them  elsewhere in view  of the direction and the lim itation of such order.

33. Then there is clause 34, sub-clauses 2 and 3 ?— T h a t is new m atter to all legislation, either 
English or intercolonial. T he council desires the omission of these tw o sub-sections, not because we con
sider them  unnecessary, bu t because ample provision is made elsewhere in a way w hich w ill operate very 
much better. I t  w ill be made in the  order itse lf and in the regulations which w ill be adopted by the 
Governor in Council in addition to the order.

34. W ill you produce the  order ?— A  short time ago the G overnm ent of th is colony agreed w ith the 
Governments of the  other colonies to adopt a code of regulations for the control of electric leads. A  Board 
was appointed and th is colony was represented. T he Board sat and in accordance w ith their instructions 
prepared a code of regulations, one of w hich provides this very protection, the  m achinery for testing 
consumers’ wires for leakage. I f  there be any such leakage it gives power to cut off the l ig h t ; but th a t 
of course is under immediate control, because it  is in the control of the  persons who are handling it from 
day to day. T his proposes to place in the hands of the M inister the  controlling power as to the supply of 
light into everybody’s private premises. P ractically  those facts could be ascertained only by a separate 
staff of officers patrolling p rivate  persons’ premises (clauses 49 and 50 of R eport of Conference held at 
Hobart, 1892).

35. W ere those two clauses subsequently adopted in anything ?— Sim ilar clauses were previously 
adopted in the E ng lish  practice ; they  are in the regulations adopted a t home. H ere is one from M anchester, 
and th is applies to the general regulations of the Board of T rade ; it  is alm ost a verbatim  copy taken from 
this. The same provision appears in the regulations and conditions to secure safety in the M anchester 
Electric L igh ting  O rder 1890. T h a t is a copy of the regulations and th is is a copy of the order— 
the order makes these regulations a part of it.

36. In  the order authorizing the M anchester electric ligh ting  these two regulations appear ?— T h at 
is so ; th a t is under clause 61.

37. I  w ant to know w hat is the difference betw een the one adopted in E ngland  and th is one 
proposed in th is B ill ?— T he practice adopted a t home is th a t the  remedy is in the  hands of the undertaker, 
who has the m ost intim ate know ledge of any defects of the  w iring and has the most direct control over it. 
This proposes to place the  power in the  hands of the  M inister ; if it  is reported to him th a t the wiring of 
a building is so carried out th a t i t  is dangerous he has to send an officer to report.

38. Y our only objection is th a t it ought to be in the  order, and not in  the  B ill?— Yes, because it 
comes in a much better form ; we do not object to the principle of the supervision.

39. B y  the H on. L ieu t.-C ol. S ir  F . T . Sargood.— Y ou object to the M inister?— Certainly. The 
Departm ent could not control it, and it w ould have to get some outside person to  carry the news to the 
Minister th a t the w ires are out of order.

40. B y  M r. B ox.— Y ou do not w ant the M inister to have to say there is a leakage ?—N o; we w ant 
a more sum m ary power.

41. B u t if you take the  th ing  and pu t it into the order there w ill be the same difficulty ?— No ; we 
say th is should be excised, because proper supervision is got in another way.

42. Look a t clause 39 ?— T h a t provides for the purchase by any council of any undertaking in this 
district. T he conference asks th a t the  words “  for the jo in t purchase ” be pu t in. I t  is pointed out th a t 
two or three adjoining m unicipalities may join together to carry out the lighting of their districts.

43. Tw o or more, then  any num ber m ay join in buying up one set of p lan t ?— Yes, instead of having 
double capital invested.

44. T h a t is provided in the  T ram  Com pany’s B ill and the Gas Company’s B ill— it is the same prin
ciple?— Yes ; and the H ydraulic Pow er B ill also.

45. There is a tim e lim it here, th a t is new  to me ; it comes from E ngland , there are 42 years given, 
do you see th a t ?— Yes.

46. T h a t is not in  accordance w ith  the  legislation up to the present tim e in V ictoria ? N o; 30 years is 
the limit for the  purchase of any undertak ing  here. W ith  an expenditure of a million and a half of money 
21 years is the  purchase tim e for the tram w ays. W e have power to purchase the hydraulic power a t eighteen
years, and a t 30 years the  mains come into our possession free of charge, and we have power to purchase
their undertaking a t its then  value. In  th is case the councils ask th a t 30 shall be substituted for 42.

47. L ocal legislation as to m unicipalizing any undertaking is usually 30 years even in undertakings 
with ten tim es the capital invested in these electrical com panies?— Yes ; and we ask th a t the subsequent 
period of ten years, w hen the power to purchase shall be revived, should be three. There are one or two 
additional m atters th a t the  conference w ould like to have introduced— one the power for the jo in t counci s 
to co n stru c t; i t  is only the  introduction of the w ord “ jo in t.”

48. Now  as to clause 5— the words commencing “ bu t all such councils, companies, and persons 
shall be entitled  to obtain an order, subject in the case of any company or person to any existing agreement 
made before the six teen th  day of Ju ly , One thousand eigh t hundred and ninety-five, between such company 
or person and any council ”— the council, I  understand, desire to omit those words and to change e 
following w ord “  and ” into “ b u t” ?— Y es, th a t is the  desire of the council and the conference, to strike
out all from line 25 to line 29. _ _ . ,

49. A s I  understand it, you are giving evidence on the assum ption th a t the existing company woul
be entitled to an order if the B ill stands as it  is ?— Yes.

50. W as it  in the  1891 B ill ?— I t  was not.
51. Or in the  1892 ?— No.



52. Or in 1894 ?—-No, i t  was not in e ither of the  th ree B ills introdnced in  th is H ouse.
Y  ^  ou ^ ave sx^-uiined, for the  purposes of g iv ing  evidence, the  E n g lish  legislation  on th is subject ?

54. Is  th ere  any such clause as th is ex isting  in  E ng land  ?— No, no th ing  approaching it  a t a l l ; it is
entirely  foreign to  E n g lish  and our intercolonial legislation. T here  was an  A ct passed in A delaide and 
an A c t foi M aitland , N ew  S ou th  W ales, and a Bill was introduced on behalf of the  city  of Sydney but 
lapsed las t session, and in  ne ither of them  is any such principle suggested.

55. B o you know  w hether there  are any electric ligh ting  com panies ex isting  in Sydney ?— There is 
electric ligh ting  in  Sydney. 1

56. I n  A delaide, w h a t is the  s ta te  of affairs ?— I  cannot say w hat ligh ting  has been done. I  know 
only of legislation in 1891, w hich gave the  exclusive pow er to the  local au thority  to lig h t the city of 
A delaide. I  have the B ill here.

57. B oes th a t B ill affect both public and private  lig h tin g ?— Yes, it  provides for all.
58. I t  authorizes the  council to lig h t p riva te  houses ?— Yes.
59. B oes the  N ew castle  A c t do the  sam e ?— Y es.
60. A nd also the  Sydney B ill?— Y es, th a t is also on the same hues, and in  bo th  the N ew castle and 

the Sydney B ills it  is exclusively  the council.
61. Y ou have already told us th a t  these companies here applied to the corporation for leave to erect 

poles ?— In  the year 1890, the first application came in from the  N ew  A u stra lian  E lectric  Company asking 
perm ission to run  a line of wires, and to erect poles and carry th e ir w ires to a certa in  p a rt of the city, 
describing th e  posts they  proposed to pu t up. T he council refused to allow  them  to put up any poles, and 
sen t them  a copy of the  conditions under w hich the poles would be put up for them  by the council.

62. B id  you send any w ritten  com m unication to th em ?— T his  le tte r  w ent to th em — [the same toas 
rea d  as follovjs~\ :—

Town Hall, Melbourne, 2nd July, 1890.
S i r ,

I have the honour to forward herewith copy of the conditions upon which the City Council are prepared to grant the 
application of your company for permission to carry electric lighting wires in and along the streets of the city, and shall be 
glad to know whether or not your company are w illing to accept same.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

. (Signed) E. G. F i t z G i b b o n ,  Town Clerk.
T hese are the  term s and conditions — \rea d in g  as fo l lo w s j  :—

Terms and conditions under which permission is to be given to the Company Limited to erect
electric lighting wires in the streets and public ways in the City of Melbourne:

That such wires shall be placed upon poles or in conduits to be erected or constructed by the City Council in such 
streets and at such distances as the council may determine.

T h a t is carry ing  out th e ir own scheme. T hey  w ould only pu t them  up w here th ey  w ould fit w ith  th e ir - 
own schem e for re ticu la tion  o f th e  c ity —the same poles carry  both the public and the  p rivate  w ires. They 
w ere to be “ in such, s treets and a t such distances as the  council m ay determ ine.”

That the permission to erect such wires shall be only temporary and revocable at any time on the expiration of three 
months’ notice to that effect, without any claim by the company in consequence thereof, and such wires shall thereupon 
be forthwith removed ; if  not, they may be removed by the council at the risk and cost of the company.

T h e  n ex t five are only m achinery  clauses, and then they  say—
That the council may grant permission to other persons or companies to, or may themselves, erect any other electric

lighting wires upon or in such poles or conduits without any liability to the company in respect thereof or resulting there
from.

That the company shall in every case notify  the council of their desire to erect any such wires, stating the number 
and the route to be taken; and the approval of the council or such officer as may be appointed for the purpose shall be first 
obtained before such wires be erected.

That this permission shall not he held to in any way detract from the power of the council to establish works, and to 
lay or carry wires for electric lighting of the city, without liability to claim for compensation or other interruption or 
interference from or by the company.

That the company shall enter into a bond in the sum of £1,000 to recoup the council for any loss they may sustain 
consequent upon a breach by the company of any of these conditions.

That the company shall light such and so many public lamps in the streets as the council may require upon terms
to be agreed upon by the council and the company.

63. W ere those term s accep ted?— On th e  7 th  of J u ly  a le tte r  came from  th e  N ew  A ustralian 
Com pany acknow ledging ours, and saying— “ M y directors, hav ing  carefully  considered the conditions, are 
perfec tly  satisfied w ith  them , and are, therefore, w illing to accept same. T hey , how ever, ven tu re  to suggest 
th a t tw elve m onths’ in p lace of th ree  m onths’ notice to  rem ove the w ires w ould not be an  unreasonable 
tim e.” T h ey  w ere told th a t  no a lte ra tion  could be m ade in  th a t period, and  th ey  accepted the  lesser one of 
th ree  m onths.

64. B id  any  o ther com pany come to you besides th e  one you have m entioned ?— T h e  A lcock Com
pany w rote on th e  17th  of N ovem ber, and  th e  reply w ent on the 26 th  N ovem ber, 1890, acknow ledging their 
le tte r, and  forw arding copy of the conditions under w hich  the council w ould give its consent. I t  says— 
“ I  have, how ever, by direction of th e  public w orks com m ittee of th e  council, to in tim ate  th a t such consents 
w hen  given are no t only tem porary  and subject to  revocation, w ithou t any claim  for com pensation as is set 
ou t in such conditions, bu t they  w ill not en title  the  holders to any consideration w hatever should they be 
called upon to rem ove such w ires, consequent u p o n 'th e  council carry ing  out a schem e for the lighting of 
th e  c ity  by electricity , w hich  it has in contem plation a t the  presen t tim e .” T h a t was w ritten  to the secre
ta ry  of th e  A lcock Com pany. A  le tte r came back from  th e ir solicitors m aking  certa in  suggestions for the 
protection of them  as ag a in st th e  o ther com panies w hich m ig h t be u sing  the  poles, and a reply w ent to 
them  dated  19th Jan u a ry , 1891, sta tin g  th a t the conditions w ould not be modified— [ reading the same~\. 
On the  29 th  of Jan u a ry , 1891, th ey  acknow ledged th a t  com m unication, and inform ed the  council th a t the 
com pany accepted the  conditions of the  le tte r of th e  2 6 th  of N ovem ber.

Town Clerk’s Office, Town Hall, Melbourne, 2Gth November, 1890.
S i r ,

In answer to your letter of 17th instant, asking the permission of the City Council to erect six pairs of electric 
lighting wires along certain streets of the city, I  have the honour to forward herewith copy of the conditions under which 
the council gives such consent.



I  have, however, by direction of the public works committee of the council, to intimate that such consents when 
given are not only temporary and subject to revocation, without any claim for compensation as is set out in such conditions, 
but they will not entitle the holders to any consideration whatever should they be called upon to remove such wires, conse
quent upon the council carrying out a scheme for the lighting of the city by electricity, which it has in contemplation at 
the present time.

I  have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

E. G. F i t z G ib b o n ,  Town Clerk.
S. Stains, Esq., Secretary,

The Alcock Electric Light and Motive Power Company Limited, 206 Kussell-street.

65. There is another company in M elbourne ?— I t  was then the U nion ; it is not called th a t now.
66. D id they  m ake the same application?— I  cannot say; the council dealt w ith them  in common 

w ith the other tw o when we completed the purchase of the  poles from the G overnm ent. T he time necessary 
to complete the negotiations allowed w hat I  have ju st s ta ted  to be given effect to in the interim , and in Ju ly , 
1891, we notified each of the th ree  companies as fo llow s:—

Town Clerk’s Office, Town Hall, Melbourne, 18th July, 1891.
S i r ,

I  have the honour to inform you, by direction of the Council of the City of Melbourne, that the poles erected by the 
Postal and Telegraphic Department to carry electric light wires in the city have been taken over by, and become the pro
perty of, the council as from 1st June last.

Should your company desire to continue the use of any of such poles, it w ill be necessary for you to make application 
for permission accordingly, stating the number and size of wires to be used and the routes required.

The permission will be under an agreement embodying the terms and conditions of which I enclose a copy, and when 
given will not only be temporary and subject to revocation, without any claim for compensation as is set out in such condi
tions, but they will not entitle the holders to any consideration whatever should they be called upon to remove such wires, 
consequent upon the council carrying out a scheme for the lighting of the city by electricity, which it has in hand at the 
present time. Should, however, the council give the notice provided for by the second condition they will be willing to 
treat with the company for the purchase of such wires as are required to be removed.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

J o h n  C l a y t o n ,  Town Clerk.
The Manager, New Australasian Electric Coy., Fink’s Buildings.
The Secretary, The Union Electric Coy. of Australia Limited, 8 Elizabeth-street.
The Secretary, A . U. Alcock and Coy.

67. W as th a t sent to each o f the  companies ?— Y es. T he N ew  A ustra lian  Company acknowledged 
the letter, and m ade application for the  poles. T he Alcock Com pany acknow ledged the receipt of the 
letter, and made application for the use of the poles on the 22nd of Ju ly , 1891. T he U nion Company a 
month or two la ter also accepted, and gave a list of the poles.

68. W hen did the council begin to set about th is electric ligh ting  ?— W hen they put up the first 
poles, w hich were pu t up in H oddle-street about 1889.

69. W hat increase has taken  place in the  num ber of poles in the  city ?— W hen we took them  over 
from the G overnm ent there  w ere only 80 ; there are now 3,777 belonging to the council. T he num ber 
used by th e  companies a t th a t time was 80, w hen we took it  over in 1890 ; the num ber now used is 490. 
T he num ber of companies’ connexions w ith  those poles on th a t date was 574 ; i t  is now 2,609. A  con
nexion means an a ttachm ent of the  w ire to every arm as it goes along.

70. T his is a re tu rn  made by you, w hich shows the increase both by the  City Corporation and by the 
companies under the ir agreem ent ?— Yes ; w ithout those agreem ents there would have been no increase ; 
they could not have got on to the poles a t all— [Return handed  in as fo llo w s^  :—

Town Hall, Melbourne, 21st August, 1895.
Memorandum with regard to use by Electric Light Companies of the City Council’s electric light poles, showing 

number of poles purchased in 1891 from the Postal Department, with number of attachments thereto, also number of poles 
and attachments at present time.

1891. 1st July, 1895.

Name of Company.
Number of 

Poles.
Number of 

Attachments.
Number of 

Poles.
Number of 

Attachments.

New Australian Electric Company 
A . U. Alcock and Co.
Union Electric Co. (now J. T. Draper and Co.)

... 208
92

274

313
295
135

1,097
1,176

336

80 574 490 2,609

Total number of poles erected and used by the City Council in the city for electric lighting, 3,777.

71 Durino1 th is tim e were there any conferences w ith the C ity Council at w hich any of those
sompanies or the ir representatives attended ?— N ot as conferences, but the various transactions were 
•eported to the  council a t their different m eetings and were made the subject of criticism. T he recom- 
nendations w hich I  have ju s t spoken of— the purchase of the poles and the  erection of o th e rs -w e re  made 
;he subject of criticism  a t the hands of a very few members of the council who were connected w u 
iompanies, who m aintained during the discussion of the subject th a t the  council was m  er i g

’riT% T w ™ a n y t M n g  said about the council’s intention to ligh t private h o u s e s  ? - I t  was clearly stated, 
ihose who opposed it did so on th a t ground, because those individuals though t we shou no m er ere wi 
h e  companies, and one director of the company was a member of the council a t th a t time.

73. W hat company was th a t? — T he Alcock. , . , . ,
74. I t  was published in the new spapers of . the day ?— A s a m atter of curiosity, ecause e pom 

vas raised som ewhat recently as to w hether it was known th a t we were going to do p iiva e lg mg.
[ turned up the files, and it is clearly shown in the records of the A rgus  of the 27th of Decem er, >
m d the  A rgus  and Age of the  27th of M ay, 1891, and the 8 th  of Septem ber, 1891;



75. I t  "was pointed out there  th a t the council were going to do private lighting  ?— T he different 
m em bers m entioned it  in  their speeches.

76. M r. T opp  suggested w ith  regard  to the G as Company th a t they ought to have the same 
rig h ts  as the electric lighting companies. T he la tte r com panies’ investm ent of capital, as I  understand, 
took place, and they  could not possibly have go t into M elbourne w ithout the assent of the corporation of 
M elbourne ?— Of course, as they  had no power to break up the streets except by arranging w ith  the corporation 
they  could not have reticulated . T h e  practice has been tried  of going from house to house on the house
tops; th a t w ould be stopped a t certa in  points, w hich would render it  practically  useless.

77. T h e  connexions made by the companies have been all under th a t agreem ent and w ith fu ll notice 
of the term s ?— Y es, and it  is repeated every  tim e they  m ake a fresh application. T here has never been a 
desire to re tard  the  com panies; they  have never been stopped so far.

78. M r. T opp  made a g reat deal of it th a t the corporation was now going to  start and do some 
trad ing  by selling electricity  to the  ra tepayers ; you heard him  say th a t, and th a t the  corporation was using 
the  ratepayers’ money and w ealth  to enable them  to s ta rt an opposition to th is  company— have you 
exam ined th e  E n g lish  legislation as to the rig h t of local bodies to supply w ater, light, and trams ?— I t  is 
the invariable practice in a ll leg islation  of the kind to give m unicipalities the  rig h t to do it. I f  we take 
V ictorian  legislation, w e have it in  the L ocal G overnm ent A ct, w hich gives a specific pow er as to gas ; we 
have it  as to the  w aterw orks, and it cannot be better exem plified than  by the tram w ay system, which 
belongs to  the m unicipalities a t the present moment, w ith  a capital expended of a million and a half.

79. You have m ade an exam ination up to January , 1895, of the  m unicipalities in England th a t are 
supply ing  electricity  ; in  o ther words, m unicipalizing the supply of lig h t ?— A  return  was published in the 
E lec tric ian  of 4 th  of Jan u ary , 1895, w hich purports to contain a lis t of the  electric supply stations of the 
U n ited  K ingdom . T here  are 105, and 52 of them  belong to the local authorities ; of those 52, 51 are doing 
p riv a te  ligh ting .

80. T h a t is to say, they  are ligh ting  p rivate  ratepayers ?— Y es, and a good proportion of those not 
in  the  hands of the  local au thorities are, perhaps, the older companies. A s an illustra tion  of w hat I  mean—  
of the w orks th a t are in progress, out of 26 installations only th ree  do not belong to th e  local authorities.

81. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— W h at do you m ean by th a t ?— O ut of 26 districts, the  electric 
lig h tin g  of 23 of them  is in  th e  hands of the councils.

82. B y  M r. B ox.— H ave you discovered w hat has been the resu lt of the  application of th is m unici
palizing in E ng land  as far as ra tepayers go ?— I have here some short notes as to five or six  of the principal 
cities, tak ing  B irm ingham , L iverpool, G lasgow , and B radford as exam ples. T he  resu lts speak very favor
ably, in fact unm istakably  in favour of the local au thorities having  both th e  gas and the electric lighting ; 
in  all those cases I  th in k  they have the  gas undertakings, and they  are obtaining the same power w ith regard 
to  the  electric ligh ting . A s an  illustration , take  B radford. I n  th is  work, called “ M unicipalities a t W ork,” by 
F rederick  D olm an,it s ta tes— “ On the first eighteen m onths there  was a loss (after paym ent of in terest on loan 
and contribution to the  sinking fund), of £ 1 ,7 3 9 .” T h a t was in 1890. In  1892 there was a net profit of 
£1 ,385  ; in 1893, £1 ,623  ; and in 1894, £2,138, or a re tu rn  of 10 per cent, on the capital expended. T he 
charge made to th e  consumer, on the  other hand, w hich is 5d. a unit, compares favourably w ith  th e  charges 
made by electric ligh ting  companies. T h e  L iverpool Company, for instance, charges 7d. per u n i t ; the 
H ouse to H ouse Com pany (W est K ensing ton), 8d.; the W estm inster, 6d.; and the Eastbourne Company, 
9d. F o r m otive power, m oreover, e lectricity  is supplied a t a charge of only 3-̂ -d. per un it, and already it 
has been largely  brought into use for w orking the  lifts and hoists in the m erchants’ w arehouses.”

83. B y  the Hon. F . S . Grimwade.— Does th a t book give the price of gas ?— A s to Bradford, further 
it  say s— u A fte r m eeting all charges, including in terest and sink ing  fund, B radford  had, up till M arch 31, 
1894, made a profit on its gas of £373,609, or an  average net profit per annum of over £16,000. A t the 
same tim e there  has been a considerable reduction in the  price of gas to th e  individual consumer. In  1873 
it  was 3s. 6d. per 1,000 cubic feet ; i t  has since been reduced, by several instalm ents, to 2s. 3d.; a discount 
of from 2 \  to \ 2 \  per cent., according to the am ount of the account, being allowed for prom pt paym ent.” 
T he  same w ork sets out o ther instances, G lasgow  being one worthy of consideration, and Liverpool, where 
they  carried out the w ater business exceedingly satisfactorily . W ith regard  to G lasgow  it sta tes— “ H aving  
regard  to its  experience w ith  th e  gas, the  corporation was resolved from  the first to take into its own hands 
th e  supply of electric ligh t. B ut, on the advice of L ord  K elvin, operations were deferred for several 
years, and it was not u n til M arch, 1892, th a t the  G as Com m ittee were able to supply  consumers in the 
cen tral p a rt of the  city  w ith  the new  illum inant. I n  the  first year’s accounts there was a deficit of £1,773, 
a resu lt to be easily explained by the  fact th a t during a g rea ter p a rt of the  year the  capital expenditure 
w as necessarily unproductive of revenue, and in the  m eantim e in terest had to be paid on a loan of £100,000. 
T h e  whole of the m achinery and p lan t has since been b rough t into use as soon as completed and the deficit 
is not likely to occur again .” [A ccord ing  to the  balance-sheet, 31st M ay, 1894, the liabilities in respect 
to the  electric lig h t were £127,857 and the  assets £129 ,871 , a surplus o f £2 ,014 .] A s to Liverpool 
i t  says— “ O n th e  contrary, they  have only too m uch reason to w ish  th a t the  same policy had been 
pursued w ith  regard to  the gas supply. T h is  is s till in the hands of a private company, various 
efforts on the p a rt of mem bers of the corporation to m unicipalize it  hav ing  been defeated, not 
so much by open opposition as by dilatory tactics. A s th e  resu lt, the presen t charge for gas in 
L iverpool is 3s. 4d. per 1,000, as com pared w ith  2s. 6d. in M anchester, whose m unicipal gasw  
bring  in  a profit to the ratepayers of £60 ,000  a year.” A s to M anchester it says— “ Very satisfactory has 
been the success of the  corporation in in troducing  the  electric ligh t into the c ity . V arious electric ligh t 
companies had the ir eyes on M anchester as being likely to afford them  profitable business, bu t all their 
applications for ‘ provisional o rd e rs ’ under the  A c t w ere rejected  by th e  corporation. T his, coupled w ith 
the fact th a t the  corporation itse lf took no active steps in the  m atter, led to some criticism of the system of 
m unicipal ow nership in  such a necessary of life as artificial ligh t. I t  was alleged th a t the corporation did 
no t prom ptly establish a supply of the  electric lig h t from the  fear th a t its  profit on the g as— which amounts 
to about £60,000 a year— would thereby be endangered. I t  is now clear, how ever, th a t  the delay arose 
sim ply from  the desire of the  corporation to have the ‘ in s ta lla tio n ’ carried out on the  best possible prin
ciples, so th a t it  would stand the  test of tim e and not have to be superseded a t a w asteful expense. W ith 
th is desire, a com m ittee patien tly  carried out an exhaustive inquiry  into the different system s of electric 
ligh ting  and the ir adap tab ility  to the  needs of M anchester, and as a  re su lt of th is exercise of patience it is



believed tha t the light provided by the corporation has a degree of excellence and trustw orthiness not to be 
found elsewhere outside London. For 1893 the cost of the works was £5,509, and the revenue from the sale 
of the current and rental of meters was £10,198. A fter payment of interest on loans and bank charges there 
was a profit of £1,167. H ie  sum of £1,376 was carried, however, to the fund for the extinction of the debt, 
leaving a debit balance of £209. On the whole capital expenditure since the beginning of the undertaking 
there was a credit balance of £455. M anchester was the pioneer as regards the collective ownership of gas. 
The old Commissioners of Police obtained powers to light the town by the new illuminant in 1824. The 
works they then erected were transferred to the corporation in 1843, when the Police Commissioners came 
to an end. I t  is not known w hat amount of the ratepayers’ money had then been invested in the manufacture 
of gas, but in 1857 the valuation showed that the assets were nearly £400,000, and the liabilities a little short 
of £340,000. Between tha t date and M arch, 1893, a capital expenditure of £1,942,865 was incurred, and the 
corporation has since acquired power to borrow half-a-million for the purpose of increasing the manufacture 
and the storage of gas. T he excess of assets over liabilities now amounts to about £900,000, and, as already 
stated, the yearly profit averages about £60,000. The corporation supplies over 80,000 consumers, and in 
1892-3 manufactured 3,636 million cubic feet of gas as compared w ith 1,070 million in 1865. I t  is the 
universal opinion in M anchester tha t the collective ownership of the gas supply has been a brilliant success.”

84. W hat about B irm ingham ?— “ In  his estimates Mr. Chamberlain did not contemplate any 
reduction in the price of gas. As a m atter of fact there have, at various times, been considerable reductions. 
The average net price charged by the two companies in 1875 was about 3s. Id . The next year it was 
reduced to 2s. 10d.; in 1879 it was further reduced to 2s. 7d,; in 1881 to 2s. 4d.; in 1884 to 2s. 2d.; and in 
1885 to 2s. Id .; while for the  years 1887-93 it was 2s. 2d.”

85. B y  the H on. the Chairman..— W ere those private companies ?— No, the municipal corporations. 
This is a return prepared by the town clerk of Adelaide, who sent to all the towns in the U nited Kingdom 
as to the gas supply. I t  shows reductions, in 25 places, in the price of gas after it became the property 
of the corporations; such as—3s. 9d. to 2s. l id .,  3s. to 2s. 9d., 6s. 8d. to 2s. 6d., and so on righ t through.

86. B y  M r. Box.— Then the result has been a reduction of the price ?— Yes, and the passing of a 
large profit into the common fund of the municipality, which is used to decrease the rating.

87. I t  is necessary th a t they have to maintain the control of the streets ?— Yes, and th a t is specially 
necessary here by reason of the practice of overhead wires. The Postal D epartm ent are in possession of one 
side of the street throughout the c i ty ; th a t leaves only one side of the street where electric ligh t wires can 
be carried, and, as one cannot have more than one line of poles on .the footway, to have th a t used by five 
undertakers, as is proposed by the Bill, would produce a result which we th ink would be practically 
unworkable, and the danger to the public from five sets of wires in the street "would be very serious. The. 
Bill as now drawn provides for five undertakers and their wires.

88. The Alcock, the Gas Company, the New  A ustralian, the Union, the Council, and the 
Government ?— Yes.

89. Those five undertakers, being a t present in existence, would have the righ t to obtain the order 
as the Bill stands ?— Yes, w hilst the council have the wires at th is present moment through every street 
and lane in the city. A nother difficulty is the desire of every citizen ,. apart from the councils, tha t the 
wires shall be got underground as quickly as possible. The City Council has been striving to get the 
telegraph wires underground for many years, and it was the question of expense tha t prevented it. 
W orking w ith the Postal Departm ent, a conference was held between the expert officers of the council and 
Post Office authorities to prepare a scheme for underground wires, and a report was prepared; the cost is 
the difficulty at the present time. I t  was proposed to start it in the central portion of the city a t first, 
and then extend by degrees, but if there are to be more than the two in it— say four or five people to 
be consulted before any scheme of undergrounding can be done—then it will never be done; because, first and 
foremost, the companies could not provide the capital. A  similar difficulty arose when we were putting up our 
leads. The Postal D epartm ent had in some places used both sides of the street. In  one case in point, Flinders- 
street, they had the telephone and telegraph lines on both sides of the s tre e t; our leads had to go up there, 
and the question was—how and where ? W e joined w ith  the department, and, as we always can do, we 
mutually agreed to share the work between .us, a t an estimated cost o f nearly £1,000, to clear Flinders-street.

90. W hat did you do ?— Shifted the wires across to the other side and put in cables instead of 
loose wires ; we joined the Government in the expense. Action of th a t kind would be impossible unless 
it were in the hands of the local authority working w ith the Government.

91. A nd all consumers of this light are ratepayers?— They are the only persons who can be 
consumers.

92. And, if the municipalizing of this ligh t be successful, reductions will be made in the price of 
the commodity ?—Yes ; the practice of Glasgow and other places is tha t w hatever profit arises goes into 
a common fund and reduces the rating. In  some of the places I  mentioned they made from £40,000 to 
£60,000 a year from the lighting.

93. Is the City Council in a state of preparedness to supply electric light for the private consumers ? 
—'We could couple up to-morrow, as far as our plant goes ; we could supply some thousands of lights.

94. T he money is ready for th a t ?— W e have other money to expend, but we have so much plant 
ready th a t we could supply to-morrow.

95. There was a M unicipal Conference on this particular Bill ? Yes.
96. D id the city of Melbourne take part in i t  ?—Yes.  ̂ . . . .
97. Is  tha t a copy of the results of th a t conferenqe ?— Yes, th a t is the report [ handing %n the same

as fo llo w s ] :—
MUNICIPAL CONFERENCE R E  THE ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER BILL 1895.

The Conference consisted of representatives of— ■cv. ê/.roxr
The cities of Melbourne, South Melbourne, Prahran, Fitzroy, Richmond, St. Kilda, Collmgwood, Footscray, and

The towns of Brighton, Brunswick, Essendon, Northcote, North Melbourne, Port Melbourne, and Williamstown ;
The boroughs of Flemington and Kensington and ICew ; and
The shires of Boroondara, Caulfield, Coburg, Malvern, Preston, and Heidelberg.

R e p o r t  o f  C o m m i t t e e  o f  C o n f e r e n c e  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e .

Your committee have the honour to report that they have gone carefully through the,provisionss the Bfil and
compared same with English and colonial legislation on the same subject, or in regard to undertakings of a similar cnaracter, 
such as the tramways and, gas and hydraulic power supply.



The B ill is, in the main, in the form and on the lines of English electric power legislation ; but there are some few 
clauses in which the spirit and principles of this legislation have been departed from, and it is with regard to these that 
your committee desire to call special attention. They are referred to hereunder in the order in which they appear in the 
Bill.

In this report, electric light and power lines are referred to as “ electric lines,” and the word “ order” refers to the 
formal authority or order of the Governor in Council under which authority is given for the use of electric lines.

Clause 3 is a saving clause protecting all telegraphic wires of the Postmaster-General, and is to that extent 
satisfactory. The clause, however, also exempts all electric light and power lines of the Postmaster-General, the Board of 
Land and Works, and the Railways Commissioners from the restrictions of the Bill.

Your committee consider that as, primarily,, the B ill is introduced, and is necessary, for the public safety, no electric 
light or power lines whatever should be so exempted.

Clause 5.—This clause prohibits the use of any electric lines, except under the authority of an “ order” ; but 
exempts for the period of twelve months all electric lines belonging to any council, company, or person, and erected before 
the passing of the Act. To this extent the clause is in accordance with existing legislation ; but it goes farther, and, 
without (so far as your committee are aware) any precedent therefor, provides that all such councils, companies, and 
persons shall be entitled to obtain an order, subject, in the case of companies or persons, to any agreement between them 
and any council made before 16th July last.

Your committee most strongly urge that this provision should be excised, and that all such councils, companies, and 
persons should be required to obtain their order in the manner provided in the Bill for all other councils, companies, or 
persons.

In support of this view, your committee point out that such agreements as already exist between councils and the 
existing companies are of a temporary character, and the terms and conditions thereof were fixed accordingly ; but if the 
clause be adopted those companies will be entitled to obtain orders conferring much greater privileges than already granted 
by those councils, and (at the expiration of such temporary agreements) the companies will be freed from all the terms and 
conditions which they have already agreed to.

Further, it has to be pointed out that the practice of the Board of Trade is to restrict the number of suppliers of 
electric power to two in any one area, whilst under the clause proposed there Avould be, taking Melbourne as an illustration, 
no less than four companies or undertakers (in addition to the Government) having permanent orders within the same area.

This recommendation does no injustice or injury to any existing company, inasmuch as the privileges already 
obtained by those companies were obtained from the local authorities, and can, no doubt, be continued on conditions to be 
mutually arranged ; but the clause of the B ill provides that the companies shall have greater privileges, and destroys the 
control which the local authority now has, and must necessarily have, with regard to its streets.

Further, the companies are amply protected against arbitrary action on the part of any council by clause 8, which 
gives power to the Governor in Council under certain circumstances to dispense with the consent of the council.

Special attention is called to South Australian legislation on this subject.
Your committee desire to specially point out, that the granting of legislative authority to any private company for 

the electric light or power supply of any district, without the consent of the local authority (as is proposed by this clause), 
would practically be granting a monopoly to such company, as it would thereby be placed in possession of the streets 
without being subject to the necessary conditions providing for competition, and otherwise, for the protection of the 
ratepayers’ interests, which the local authority would impose before granting its consent. And your committee urge that 
the first right to the control of the light supply belongs to the local authority, in which case all profits derived from the 
undertaking go either in reduction of the charges for such supply or in the reduction of the rates payable by the citizens. 
English experience most conclusively bears out this statement.

Clause 8 provides, in accordance with English legislation, that the consent of the local authority to the granting of 
an order must be obtained ; but reserves power to the Governor in Council, in cases where such consent has been refused, to 
dispense with it under certain circumstances.

Your committee urge that an opportunity should be given to the local authority to be heard in regard to such refusa 
before the consent is dispensed with. _ ,

Your committee strongly urge the excision of the latter part of this clause, which relieves the councils, companies 
or persons, mentioned in clause 5, from the necessity for obtaining such consent.

Clauses 20 and 21 provide that streets broken up by undertakers must be maintained for three months.
Your committee recommend alteration to six months, as is the case in other Victorian legislation of a similar

character. _ .
Clause 26 provides that no overhead lines shall be erected in or across any streets without consent of the Minister, 

and also of the council. _ .
Your committee recommend that this control should be in the hands of the local authority only, which is the 

responsible body, as is the case in the English Act.
Clause 31, deals with the precautions necessary for the protection of telegraphic communication. Your committee 

recommend, with regard to this, that it will be necessary to make some alterations herein in view of the fact that nearly all 
the lines in the colony are overhead, whilst in all large cities in England all electric lines in the streets are underground.

Clause 32 deals with the placing of electric lines in streets ; but there has been omitted from sub-section 4
thereof a proviso, which is contained in the English A ct, which exempts from the restrictions of this sub-section lines 
erected and used under and in accordance with the order authorizing them.

Your committee urge the necessity for this proviso being inserted.
Clause 34.— Sub-sections 2 and 3 are not to be found in English legislation, and your committee recommend they

should be excised. _
A ll necessary precautions in the direction therein indicated can be better provided for in the order, according to 

English practice. _ . . . . .
Clause 39.—This clause provides for the purchase by the local authorities of any undertaking in their district.
Your committee recommend that the principles laid down in all Victorian legislation should be followed here, and 

that the power of purchase should accrue in thirty years instead of forty-two, as provided in the Bill, and that such power 
should be revived every three years instead of ten as in the Bill.

General.—Your committee recommend that a clause be inserted to provide authority for two or more councils to 
join in the purchase or construction of electric light works.

Your committee have dealt in this Report only with clauses which contain principles of importance, but point out 
that there are a number of clauses in which amendments of a formal nature or lesser importance are necessary, and which 
are shown in the copy of the B ill attached hereto.

Your committee recommend approval of the foregoing recommendations and that they be authorized to take all 
necessary action to have effect given thereto.

J. H . H a d d o c k , Chairman.
2nd August, 1895.

I  om itted to m ention one m atter as to the  local au thority  having  the ligh ting  power. B righ ton  (England) 
is a very  good illustra tion  of w here a com pany vfas gran ted  an order and set to w ork, and the corporation 
had to tak e  the m atter up for reasons th a t were explained. T he council got the order and they have 
gone ahead very  considerably, so th a t the  com pany is p ractically  closing down.

98. T here  is another point— supposing these words in th is clause 5 be excised, it w ill also be 
necessary to  throw  out clause 8, sub-section (2) ; the  last p a rt of sub-section (2) of clause 8 will also 
require excision ?— Y es, th a t is consequential on clause 5, and on th a t same sub-section the conference 
desires— as to th e  pow er of the  G overnor in Council to dispense w ith  the consent of the local authority 
th a t w ords should be inserted  providing th a t opportun ity  be afforded to the council to he heard in regard to 
th e ir  refusal of th e ir  consent to the  g ran t of an order to show  th a t it  had good ground for refusing.

99. M r. T opp in his address to  th e  Com m ittee asked th a t the  G as Com pany should get an order giving 
them  perm ission to go w herever th e ir m ains are— I  suppose th e  council would object to th a t ?— Certainly.



u
100. Their mains are laid over the municipal area ?— Nor would they be entitled to a considera

tion. They have had the benefit of their mains, and would be getting a concession they are not entitled to.
101. I  believe also that it is not customary in England to allow more than two companies access to 

a certain area w ith their wires ?—The practice generally is one, but certainly not more than two ; they 
generally divide the area up if  there are more applicants than one.

Cross-examined by M r. Wood.

102. I  believe some difference of opinion has arisen as to the right of the City Council to supply 
gas or electric light for private purposes ?— Yes.

103. And the council are desirous th a t those doubts as to their powers should be removed ?—I  do 
not know that the council has doubts, yet knowing this B ill has been before Parliam ent for the last four 
years they have not taken action to obtain special legislation in the m atter. There have been Electric 
Li°-ht Bills before the House since 1892, one Bill would have been law two Sessions, I  think, ago, because 
it went not only through its second reading, but was referred to a Select Committee.

104. B ut I  say, suppose the law stands as it  is a t present, w ithout any Bill before Parliam ent 
becoming law, there is a doubt as to the  righ t of the City Council to supply light to private houses ?— 
You have advised to the contrary, so there m ust be a doubt.

105. H as not the A ttorney-G eneral also ?— On an ex parte  case.
106. Y ou are desirous of having this doubt removed ?— T he council are desirous of having this 

Bill passed.
107. T h a t B ill would remove the doubt ?— Yes.
108. The B ill will be beneficial to the City Council ?— A ll legislation th a t will protect the lives

of the citizens will benefit them.
109. T he City Corporation consider they w ill have some benefit from th a t ?— I  will say no to that, 

because I  believe we have power now.
110. You say th a t there is nothing analogous to th a t part of the 5th clause which you object to 

■ in English legislation ?— I  am not aware of anything.
111. The first English  A ct on the subject was passed in 1882, as you told us ; prior to the passing 

of th a t A ct, were there, in point of fact, any companies in existence w hich were supplying electric light ? 
—I  cannot say.

112. T hen supposing th a t there were no companies in existence prior to 1882, it  would certainly be 
a work of supererogation to confer any privileges on existing companies ?— I  fail to see, unless there was
electric lighting going on in the city, th a t they would have needed a Bill to regulate it.

113. I t  was contemplating th a t companies would take up the lighting ; if there were, a t the  time,
no companies in existence which would supply electric light, you would hardly expect to find any clause
protecting it  ?— I  doubt as to w hether there was not any legislation prior to that. There was a good deal 
of lighting done long before the 1888 A ct, and the 1888 A ct contains no such provision, or recognized any 
private interest.

114. T hen your observation, tha t this part of the 5th section should be struck out because there is 
nothing analogous to it in the English  A ct of 1882, scarcely seems well founded ? I  did not put it so. 
I  say strike it out because it  is wrong and there is nothing to justify  it.

115. You referred to it th a t there was nothing analogous in E nglish legislation? I  gave other
reasons.

116. Before those electric lighting  companies got permission to first use the poles and then the 
poles of the Government, which were transferred to the city corporations, they used to carry their wires 
from house to house ?—I  do not know.

117. You are in favour of cutting down the period of 42 years to 30 ? Yes.
118. Y ou are aware tha t in the first A ct of 1882 the period was 21 years ?— Yes.
119. Do you know w hat the effect of th a t was ?— I  believe there was a difficulty in getting  com

panies to carry on. , , f
120. Did it not pu t a check on all electric lighting enterprise between 1882 and 1888, the date ot 

the second A c t ; were any companies formed, or, if any, were they not utterly  insignificant in number .
cannot say. , , , „ , .

121. T he present B ill contains a clause prohibiting companies or undertakers from laying wires over
head except w ith the consent of the corporation ?— Yes.

122. Then, if the corporation requires the  electric lighting companies to remove their wires from the 
existing posts, w ill the  companies not be practically a t the mercy of the corporation ?— Such a supposition 
I  cannot recognize. T h e  council never expressed its desire to remove any wires. _

123. You see there is a provision against carrying wires overhead. Now supposing this B ill becomes 
law as it stands, and the corporation requires the companies to remove their wires from the existing posts, 
will not the companies be practically a t the mercy of the corporation. If  is i e ca;yri 
suggested the companies w ill cease to exist, because the clause says they s a  o y o  i s u j
agreement. D irectly the council gives them three m onths’ notice a company cannot come m  under

124. A t the time the permission was first granted to the companies to put them wires on those
if that permission had been w ithdraw n, the company m ight have reverted to the old system < J g  
wires from house to house ?— A nd the council would then have interfere . TT . -nupp+ric Com-

125. H ow  could they. A re you not aware in the W ans worth Board of W orks Union
pany it was decided the Board of W orks could not obtain an injunction to prevent th a t C0“ P ^  g
the wires overhead ?— I  am satisfied th a t a big effort would be made to stop ° t  '

126. Is  there power to do it independently of the power m this B i l l . I  would , , ,7
127. A s far as you are aware, supposing this B ill becomes law in its present s ape,

Council in tend to allow the companies to continue to  use the existing wires ? I  canno answer P
in this w ay—-the council has never yet expressed the slightest intention of asking them tc.  r e m o v e th em 
They have not adopted a resolution either way, and as far as I  know they  have not an in en 10 J
company to  take down a wire.



128. H as intim ation ever been officially conveyed to any of those electric lighting  companies, that 
the  council intended to undertake the  business of ligh ting  private houses?— Yes, in the conditions of 1890 
they were given to understand  th a t clearly.

129. T he im portan t words are “ for electric ligh ting  of the city .” Do you consider th a t th a t would 
convey to companies the  inform ation th a t the  C ity  Corporation intended to do more than  ligh t the streets 
and other public places ?— Y es, certainly.

130. Y ou consider th a t sufficiently intim ates to th e  electric companies th a t the corporation a t that 
tim e had  the intention of carry ing  electric ligh ting  into private houses ; th a t is to say, as shown by this ?— 
One of the  board of directors of one of the  companies came and argued against the  provision.

131. Beyond those words w hich I  have ju s t read, “ for electric ligh ting  of the  city ,” was any official 
intim ation ever given to any  of those companies th a t the corporation had an intention a t some future 
period to lig h t p rivate  houses in the city ?— T here  never w as th e  sligh test doubt, till the  year 1894, on the 
question.

132. I  say beyond those words w as any in tim ation ever given to those electric companies tha t the 
corporation m editated  a t some fu tu re  period ligh ting  private houses by electricity  ?— Y es ; the  th ird  last 
clause here shows it. I t  provides for th e  council carry ing  on electric ligh ting  w ithout compensation to 
the  companies. N eith er of the  companies did any public ligh ting , and therefore, if called on to remove 
th e ir wires, no question of com pensation could have arisen unless it applied to p rivate  lighting.

133. Y ou referred to opinions th a t members expressed in  the  C ity Council ; is there  any resolution 
before the year 1894 in favour of ligh ting  private houses by the C ity Corporation ?— Y es, under date 25th 
N ovem ber, 1890, w here th e  au thority  of the council is first given for the purchase of the poles. I t  spoke 
about the purchasing of certain  poles. T he  report spoke about the purchase of the  poles from the Govern
m ent, and the erection of other poles a t a certain  ra te . “ T h e  committee have given consideration to the 
question of the ligh ting  of the city generally by electricity  being carried out by the corporation w ith its own 
p l a n t ; and  fu rth e r inform ation is now being obtained from com petent authorities as to the  probable cost 
thereof, and m atters of detail necessary for fuller consideration of the m atte r.”

134. Beyond th a t no d istinct reference is made to the ligh ting  of private houses ?— B eing general, 
there  could be no particu lar reference.

135. Y ou th ink  those words are sufficient to indicate th a t electric lig h ting  companies m ight fear 
com petition from  the  corporation ?— I  was the draftsm an a t the  tim e, and the general words were used 
purposely. H ad  it  m eant any th ing  else w hy should a member of the board of directors of the Alcock 
Company, w ho w as also a member of the  C ity Council, protest against the  w ork being carried out because it 
w as an encroachm ent on p rivate  enterprise, th a t is the best evidence th a t it was understood by the  company.

136. W ho was the director ?— M r. C arter. M r. M ountain, the chairm an of directors of the 
A lcock  Company, was also fam iliar w ith  it. F u rth e r evidence is by the fact th a t we opposed successfully 
the  proposed B ill in  A ugust, 1891. U n ited  action by the m unicipalities was taken  to prevent the  Alcock 
B ill passing.

137. A re  you aw are th a t in  England, w here there  are m any companies th a t carry out electric 
ligh ting , th e  B oard of T rade has set its  face against any company obtaining a p rivate  Bill, considering 
th a t they  ought to come in  under th e  orders of the  Board of T rade  ?— T h a t is so. T he practice of the 
B oard of T rade is to give a preference to  th e  local authorities, even to the ex ten t of giving the ir provisional 
order for tw o or th ree years w ithout m aking use of it.

138. A re  you not aw are th a t in E ngland , w here there  is no opposition to companies getting  powers, 
th e  Board of T rad e  is opposed to their obtaining th is power by B ill instead of by order under the A ct ?— 
T here  are th ree ways of doing it.

139. A  company in E ng land  may still get a private B ill. A re you aw are th a t the Board of Trade 
in  E ng land  still sets its face against a  company proceeding in th a t  w ay ?— N o ; I  did not know  that.

140. Y ou cannot give the Com m ittee any assurance th a t, if  the  B ill passes as it  now stands, the  City 
Council m ay not w ith in  th ree years require these companies to take their wires off the poles ?— I  cannot 
speak for the  C ity  Council.

141. B y  the H on. the Chavrmcm.— T he Com m ittee w ould be glad if  th e  council w ould authorize you, 
or some gentlem an on their behalf, to a ttend  before th is Com m ittee w ith  full power to explain to us what 
is the  in tention  of the  council in the  event of th is  B ill passing, in reference to those various companies ?— 
I  w ill take  the  earliest opportunity  of getting  the inform ation.

142. B y  M r. W ood.— In  point of fact, if the  B ill passes as it  is, and  th e  council chooses to deal 
harshly  w ith th e  companies, th is  clause as to purchasing a t the  end of 42 years would become a dead letter, 
because the corporation m ight compel the  company to sell its  p lan t im m ediately a t the  tim e of notice to 
remove those wires ; is not th a t so ?— I do not follow  you.

143. One clause in the B ill contem plates th a t a com pany may carry on its operations for 42 years ? 
— To carry on for all tim e, bu t w ith  the power for purchase in 42 years.

144. B u t if the  council chooses to exercise the  power given to it  by its agreem ent, and causes the 
companies to remove their wires from the  poles, the companies w ill have no o ther course than  to sell their 
p lan t to the  C ity Council ?—-The council could not buy them.

145. T hen  they  are in still worse position ; it would be throw n on their hands ?— B oth  the com
panies’ p lan ts are situated outside the  city  altogether.

146. T hen  the  council would sim ply say— a D ispose of your w ires and buildings as you best may ” ? 
— W e can deal w ith  th e  w ires in th e  city  for th a t m atter for a ll the  value th a t w ould be in  them , and the 
p lan t is a t w ork ligh ting  o ther districts.

147. Since the  perm ission was first given to those companies to pu t the ir wires on those poles they 
have expended very m any thousands of pounds, have they  not, in electric ligh ting  ?— I  should imagine so.

148. Is  th e  electric ligh ting  of the  city  of M elbourne and th e  suburbs done, as fa r as you know 
from the d raft reports or other docum ents, in as efficient a m anner as in cities in E ngland ?— I  cannot 
express an opinion on tha t.

149. A s a m atter of notoriety, are any  com plaints made of the  w ay in w hich the companies are 
carrying out the ir duties ?— I  can m ention one case. T h e  la s t time I  attended the Com m ittee on the Bill, 
on leaving I  saw  one com pany’s m an sw itching off the cu rren t a t the  corner of S tephen  and Collins 
streets because the  com pany’s city  circuit had  gone wrong.



325

150. T hat accident has sometimes happened in the case of the city lights ?— I  admit th a t I  should 
not have referred to it if you had not asked the question.

151. The companies light many of the surrounding municipalities ?— Yes.
152. In  an efficient manner ?— Their witnesses can speak of that.
153. You say the money is ready— do you mean it is ready now to carry out electric lighting for 

private houses ?— Yes, and it has sufficient plant in hand to go on at once.
154. To carry out electric lighting as efficiently to the same extent as the companies ?— Equally 

efficiently, to the extent of its requirements, the same as the companies. I  say we could start now. We 
could not light every house in the city.

155. Can you light to the same extent as the electric lighting companies are now doing ?— N ot instan
taneously. I f  it has taken them twelve years to do it, we could not get there in twelve weeks. I  mean to 
say the City Council borrowed a sum for the purpose, has obtained part of its plant, and the money is 
available for the necessary extensions as the orders come in.

156. You do not mean you have money sufficient to light all the private buildings lighted by all the 
present companies ?—No ; the council would never borrow as much as that in advance. The City Council 
has as much borrowed for private lighting as has been contributed by the two largest companies. They 
have contributed £46,000 ; we borrowed £50,000.

157. You spoke of the Tram way Company affording something analogous to the electric lighting 
system, and you argued that the corporation m ight very well have the same power w ith the one as to the 
other ?— I was speaking of the local authorities having the undertaking in their possession.

158. Do you consider th a t there is any close analogy between the system of tramways and the 
system of electric ligh ting?— There is, because the citizens get the direct benefit.

159. In  the tramway is there not a monopoly of the street necessarily ?—No.
160. Do you know any place where there is competition in tramways ?— The Victorian Bill provides 

for running powers. I f  there is no demand there will not be a second company, but the powers are there 
for it.

161. W here the tram way is established in any street has not th a t practically a monopoly of that 
street ?—No, certainly not.

162. Do you know of any instance where there are competing tramway companies ?—I  have not 
travelled much ; I  cannot say.

163. T here can be competition between electric lighting companies ?— Not so conveniently as w ith 
the tramway track ; it will carry as many cars as you like, but the poles will carry a limited number of 
wires, and a pole is only a certain height.

164. Do you mean to say that, in your opinion, there is more possible competition in tram ways than 
in electric lighting ?— There is power for it. I  do not say there is more competition in tramways. The only 
reason I  referred to it was because the citizens got the benefit derivable from the system.

165. T he gas system is a strong rival of electricity ?— Since the Wells bach burner has been 
introduced it has been a stronger one ; but I  do not know that th a t will be a success.

166. There are a t present three companies, and (including the corporation, which lights the streets 
of Melbourne) there are four sets of wires now ?— Only in a few parts.

167. W hat inconvenience is caused by those different wires being carried on the same poles ?— The 
men handling one set of mains have to work over four sets of mains tha t they know nothing about, as to 
whether the wires are alive or dead, and there is the difficulty of there being four different Controls over the 
most dangerous parts of our streets— one man was killed in Russ^ll-street. There is also a greater difficulty 
w ith the induction. Certain tests are carried out, but you cannot tell which set of wires it  is that is 
causing the trouble.

168. W hat do you mean by dead wires ?— Those through which no current is passing.
169. Is not that easily ascertainable?—Yes, but if you have tw enty men out working on the wires 

in different parts of the city they do not know which wires are carrying current.
170. B ut an official could ascertain w hat you were going to do and send no current through the 

wires ?— Then the day lighting  would be shut off. The council have not been able to stop the present 
dangerous system, which danger is becoming intensified by the age of the wires. As they get a few years 
old the insulation becomes defective and then the trouble arises. We have had to call on one company at 
least to take down its wires because of the defective insulation, which was causing danger to our men 
working at the wires. _ . .

171. Does the City Council propose to have conduits to carry the electric w ires?— T hat is its 
scheme ultim ately. I t  will be done in sections—it is done in one small section of the city now.

172. In  England it  is much more usual to carry the electric lighting wires underground than over
ground?— Yes.

173. T he trench made for carrying the wire does not necessitate much breaking up of the roadway .
— Not in depth, but it will in space.

174. I t  is not like taking up a gas or w ater pipe ?—Yes, it is just like that, and to the same 
extent, because gas and w ater are close to the surface, and these wires are laid in mains close to the
surface. # . , , 9

175. Y ou th ink laying down the mains for the electric wires would be just as bad as the other. 
— They are usually laid in the footways, and if you have five people interfering w ith one footway
the trouble will be intensified.

176. W hat is the diameter of any of the conduits ?—I  cannot say, they vary.
177. A re you acquainted w ith the expenditure of these various companies ? I  am very we 

acquainted w ith their balance-sheets.
178. In  1891 you took up the posts?— Yes. e ?
179. Can you inform the Committee how much those companies had expended up to that ime .

180. B y  Mr- Maddock.— You were the secretary of the conference tha t was recently held?

181. Did tha t conference in any way whatever, directly or indirectly, express any desire to 
interfere w ith or injure the companies?—N ot in the slightest.

— No.

Yes.



182. W as any  indication  given of any feeling or in ten tion  to stop th e  companies in  carrying out 
the  agreem ents th a t  they had  m ade w ith  th e  corporations ?— N ot the  least.

183. T hen  so far as the  conference of m unicipalities is concerned, there is no in tention w hat
ever of in terfering  w ith  the  trad ing  carried on by the companies as a t  present ?— No.

184. B y  the H on. the Chavrman.— Can you say th a t ?— I  can as regards the conference.
185. A re you aw are w hether th e  councils passed any resolution as to th e  report o f the  conference ?

■— I  have received notifications from a large num ber of them  approving of the action of the ir representa
tives. A s soon as the  conference came to decisions I  sent a report out to all the  constituent councils ; 
th e  represen tatives b rough t th e  m a tte r before th e  councils and  they  sent word to us.

186. W hen you say th a t  all the  councils represented a t th is conference were in  favour of 
carry ing  out the  agreem ents, you m ean those councils th a t had agreem ents ?— T he conference did not 
consist only of councils th a t had  agreem ents. I  suppose they  would be lim ited to about six , and 
there  w ere 24 represented.

187. B y  M r. W ood.— H as application been made to the C ity Council very recently  for perm is
sion to p u t w ires on poles belonging to  the  corporation, and has th a t perm ission been refused ?— An 
application has been made since th is  B ill w as introduced, and  in view  of the clauses in the B ill the 
council fe lt th a t if th e  companies w ere prepared to  depart from  their agreem ent, the  council would 
not be justified in  g ran ting  th e  application un til th is legislation was settled.

188. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— T hen  th e  request w as refused?— Y es, for th e  tim e being, as it 
w as a departu re  from  the  term s of th e  agreem ent ; they  felt they  could not accede un til they  knew 
w h a t was going to be done.

189. A t th e  conference w as the  question debated as to how  the companies w ere to be treated?
■— N o t specifically. T h e  only m atter before the  conference was the  B ill, and the action to follow on it, 
w hich is set out in  th e  report, and so far as I  have expressed m yself it  is clearly  w hat took place a t the 
conference.

190. W ere any of the represen tatives in a b e tte r position to bind th e ir  respective councils than  you 
were as the  represen tative of th e  C ity Council ?— I  should th in k  not, bu t I  cannot say, because they fre
quen tly  appoint a man w ith  fu ll power, bu t generally  the  representative would have to go back and report.

191. D id I  understand you to say th a t the  C ity  C ouncil had borrow ed £1 2 5 ,0 0 0  for ligh ting  pur
poses ?— For public and p riv a te  lig h tin g — £75 ,000  for public and £50 ,000  for p riva te  lighting.

192. A nd  the  p lan t and w orks are all ready ?— T h e  steam  pow er w as increased to provide for w hat 
w e term  in ternal lig h tin g — incandescent ligh ting . P la n t has been obtained prim arily  for the  ligh ting  of 
th e  T ow n H a ll and other buildings ; the  surplus pow er is there  for probably some 2,000 or 3,000 lamps.
I t  could be turned on to -n igh t if the w ires w ere run  across to th e  houses.

193. W hy  does not th e  council do i t ? — D oubts have been raised as to w hether they  have power to 
lig h t p riva te ly  ; and in view of th is  B ill being before th e  H ouse action has been stayed.

194. T h a t is the  sole reason ?— Yes, they  are w aiting  now till th is B ill goes through. I f  th is B ill
were th row n out they  w ould then  tak e  action in w hatever w ay they th o u g h t fit.

195. Y ou have given a good deal of consideration to th is  B ill ?— I  have done m y best.
196. I  did not follow you exactly  as to w here th e  C ity  C ouncil got its  power from for using electric 

lig h t for p riva te  purposes ; can you inform  the  Com m ittee w here th a t pow er is derived from ?— T h e  local 
au thorities had  pow er to lig h t by gas for bo th  public and private  purposes— th a t pow er was increased to 
apply to  electric light.

197. N o, to borrow  m oney— you refer to the  Bocal Grovernment A c t of 1890 ?— M ay I  ask in  w hat 
aspect th is question is being asked ?

198. A  g reat deal depends— if you can satisfy the Com m ittee th a t the  council a t the present time 
has th e  pow er of applying electric lig h t for p rivate  purposes, then  we m igh t consider in  a very  different 
lig h t the  application th a t is now m ade on behalf of the C ity  Council to strike  out th e  words, th a t appear 
to  you and th e  council objectionable, in clause 5 ?— T he position of the  council is not a t issue in  connexion 
w ith  th is  B ill.

199. W e w an t to know  if you have the  power ?— I  m ust ask  you to  le t th e  m atter stand un til n ex t 
m eeting, and I  will supply  you w ith  the inform ation. A s to  th is B ill w h at pow er th e  council has got is 
not a t issue.

199a . Pardon  me, the  Com m ittee have to  deal w ith  th a t question, and th a t  is the  m ost im portant 
portion of the  B ill. W e w ant to ascertain  w here th e  council gets the pow er from.

M r. B o x  offered to address the C om m ittee on the  point.
200. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— T he Com m ittee w ish to know  w hether you (.M r. Clayton) can 

po in t to any particular section g iving th a t pow er ?— I  am not going to express any legal opinion here which 
m ay p u t the  council in a false position. O f course, I  suppose the Com m ittee w ill also be desirous of 
ascertain ing under w hat power and au thority  the  companies have carried out th e ir w ork.

201. T h a t is foreign to the  question I  pu t to you ?— Surely i t  is no t foreign to th e  Bill.

T he w itness w ithdrew .

A djourned  to W ednesday next, a t Three o'clock.



W E D N E S D A Y , 2 5 t h  S E P T E M B E R , 1895.

Members present:

The Hon. II. C u t h b e r t , in the Chair ;
The Hon. J .  Balfour

Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood 
D. E . McBryde

The Hon. A. 0 . Sachse 
J .  Bell
F . S. G-rimwade.

The counsel and parties were called in.
Mr. Box  appeared for the City Corporation.
M r. J. Dennistoun Wood appeared for the A. U. Alcock Company and the New Australian Lighting 

Company.
M r . Maddock appeared for the remaining municipalities.

A rthur Jam es Arnot examined.
202. B y  Mr. Box.—TV hat are you ?—Melbourne City Electrical Engineer.
203. W hat experience have you had as an electrical engineer ?— I  was educated under Professors 

Jamieson, of Glasgow, and Thompson, of London, in electrical technology. I  served my time in the Brush 
Electrical Coy s. workshops in London. I  was subsequently appointed assistant engineer, and afterwards 
as engineer in charge, of the Electric Supply Corporation in London, then the only, and now one of the 
largest, electric supply stations in London. Subsequently to that I  was appointed as engineer to a local 
company here to bring out some plant from London and erect the same. Four years ago I  was appointed 
by the corporation as the city electrical engineer, which office I  now hold.

204. You were a member of the conference tha t was appointed by the Australian Governments to 
prepare regulations w ith reference to the electric light and its control ?—I  was.

205. Did you attend that conference ?— Yes.
206. Have you the regulations upon which tha t conference agreed ?—Yes ; this is a copy of them 

— [;producing the sa m e\
207. Those regulations were submitted to each Government. W hat colonies were represented ?— 

Queensland, New South Wales, Tasmania, South Australia, Victoria, and New Zealand.
208. You have examined this Bill from a technical point of view ?— Yes.
209. Will you omit clause 5 in dealing w ith it at present, but take in order the clauses you desire to 

speak in reference to. The first clause is No. 24 ; the marginal note of that clause is— “ For the protection 
of water, gas, steam, and other pipes ”■—w hat have you to say about that clause ?—I think clause 24 should 
be omitted from the Act, and should be in the order under the Act obtained by the company, similar to the 
model order of the English A ct, and the orders under the Manchester and Glasgow corporations.

210. Why do you say it should be taken out of the Bill and put into the order ?—To start with, the . 
matter, to my mind, is foreign to the Electric Lighting Act, it is only applicable, as far as I  see, to gas 
and water. The cast-iron troughs used for electric lighting in many cases are only three feet in length, 
and, as it states here that all joints m ust be at least three feet from any part of such gas and water pipes as 
they cross, it would be impossible under those circumstances to make the joint three feet from the pipe 
which it crossed.

211. You know that the electric wires here are overhead ?— Yes.
212. Does this clause apply to the overhead wires at all?-—No, not a t all.
213. In  what part of the model order is this provided for ?—In  the model order, clause 16 relates to

it—\reading the sam e\.
214. From your experience this clause 24 ought to be replaced by No. 16 in the model order ?— 

Something similar to that. I t  ought to be taken out of the B ill altogether.
215. Is the same protection given in the orders as regards G lasgow?— The very same. I t  is an 

order under the Glasgow provisional order, slightly altered to suit the local circumstances. T hat is the 
benefit of putting this matter, which is really a technical matter, into the model order, because it can be 
suited to local requirements. In  the A ct it is fixed for good.

216. In  the order it  is elastic, in the other it is not ?— Quite so.
217. In  w hat section of the Glasgow order is this provision inserted?— Section 14 ; that is

dated 1890.
218. Have you any English order later than that ?— T hat is the latest I  have.
219. The model order is issued by the Board of Trade ?—I t  is prepared under the regulations of the 

Board of Trade.
220. Does it refer to any particular town ?—No ; it is the model form of the provisional order under 

the Electric Lighting A cts of 1882 and 1888 for the metropolitan area. T hat clause is also in the 
Manchester order, which is based on the model order. I t  is No. 14 in the Manchester order, and takes 
into consideration the regulation or requirements when electric light cables or pipes cross other pipes.

221. They make the clause to meet local requirements ?— Yes.
222. I t  would be more advantageous for it to be in the order than in the Bill ?—Yes.
223. W hat is the date of the Manchester order ?— 1890.
224. Now take clause 31, sub-section 4. T hat provides, as the Bill stands, that— ‘‘any difference 

which arises between the Postmaster-General or the said board or Commissioners and the undertakers, or 
their agents, w ith respect to any requirements so made, shall be determined by such person as the Governor 
in Council shall appoint for the purpose/’ The English Act has a provision for arbitration instead of 
appointm ent; w hat have you to say about that ?— As the English A ct provides for arbitration, it is much 
more necessary in this country that we should also have resource to arbitration, for this reason: although 
sub-section 3 of clause 31 is according to the English Act, the difference here is that we run through the 
streets on one side with our electric light wires, and on the other side we have the telephone wires, which 
belong to the Postm aster-G eneral; whereas, in the old country, the practice is to have the telephone wires 
on the house-tops and the electric light wires underground; so there is very little trouble with the telephone
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wires, and, being so far removed, there  is very little  necessity to approach the Postm aster-G eneral about 
crossing any of his w ires or getting  near them  a t a l l ;  bu t here we cannot possibly get aw ay from them— 
we are alw ays having to cross them , and there are sure to be several points th a t w ill arise. Take, for 
instance, a very th ick  bunch of telephone w ires on one side of the  s tre e t ; it requires in th is Bill that, if we 
go w ith in  th ree  feet of those telephone wires, we m ust conform to w hatever regulations the  Postm aster- 
G eneral m ay stipulate. I  suggest th a t  arb itra tion  should be inserted  here in the event of the  Postm aster- 
G eneral and the companies or corporation not being able to come to some determ ination.

225. A  conflict betw een the  Postm aster-G eneral and the electric lig h t companies is alm ost inevitable 
in  th is  country ?— I  th in k  so.

226. A nd th a t should be decided by arbitration, not by the Postm aster-G eneral ?— Y es.
227. B y  the Hon. the Chawmam,.— Is  not such arb itra tion  m uch more expensive th an  having the 

m atter referred to some com petent person to deal w ith  it ?— Quite so ; bu t the difficulty I  see in connexion 
w ith  th a t is, th a t in the event o f an officer of the  P o sta l D epartm ent having  erected inferior work the 
blam e m ight be pu t on th e  electric wires, and the electric lig h t companies or councils m ight be instructed, 
as the  Postm aster-G eneral w ould be advised by his electrical expert, th a t the companies’ or the councils’ wires 
m ust be removed or altered to suit his convenience ; w hereas an independent arb itrator would point out 
th a t the cheapest way, and w h at ought to be done, would be th a t the telephone w ires should be attended to.

228. W ould your objection be removed if the  m atter were referred to an independent man, such as 
a C ounty Court judge ?— I  th ink  so ; bu t it  would also depend, in the event of a technical m atter arising, 
upon who th e  electrical ex p ert would be who would advise th a t C ounty Court judge.

229. B y  M r. B o x .— N ow  go to section 32, sub-section 4 ; there  is an omission from the Bill there, 
is there  not ?— T here  is.

230. T here should be a proviso in th a t clause ?— Y e s ; or som ething else pu t in  th a t w ill convey 
w hat I  th in k  necessary. In  th e  la tte r part of sub-section 2 of section 4 of the  E n g lish  A c t it says—“ P ro
vided th a t nothing in th is sub-section shall apply to the  supply of e lectricity  th ro u g h  any electric line or 
w ork laid  down or erected under and subject to the provisions of any licence, order, or special Act, or 
w hich m ay be used in accordance w ith  any conditions or regulations prescribed by the Board of Trade, by 
or in pursuance o f any notice given by them  under th is section.” T h a t la tte r part of the clause is the loop
hole ; in the  event of a telephone com pany erecting w ires, after the erection of electric ligh t wires which 
have been properly erected, it  would be ra th e r bard, in the event of a single telephone w ire or a few wires 
being erected subsequently  to the  erection of the electric lig h t wires, th a t the  company or council should 
be instructed  by the  P osta l D epartm ent to  m ake a lterations or deviations from  the ir work on account of 
the  erection of those telephone w ires.

231. T his proviso preserves th e  r ig h t of the  electric lig h t company in case the Postm aster-G eneral 
w ants to pu t another telephone wire up ?— Q uite so. I  pu t it as an  addition to sub-section 4— “ Provided 
th a t nothing in th is sub-section shall apply to the supply of electricity  th rough any electric line or work 
laid down previous to the  erection of the telegraph line or lines so affected, and w hich electric line has been 
erected or laid down in accordance w ith  the provisions of any order issued under the  authority  of this 
A c t.”  I  th ink  th a t is all th a t is necessary.

232. T h a t is som ew hat the  same as the  proviso in the  E ng lish  A c t? — A ltered  to su it the B i l l ; it 
leaves out th e  licence and the  special A ct.

233. N ow  turn  to  clause 34, sub-sections 2 and 3 ; w hat do you desire to say about those ?—I  think 
they  are foreign to the B ill, and th a t the proviso ought to be included under the  order in  the regulations— 
taken  out of the B ill and put in the  regulations under the order. T h e  regulations as compiled by the 
Board of T rade provide for the disconnexion of any building tha t is a t all faulty. I t  is also provided for in 
th e  regulations fram ed by th e  conference of experts  already referred to.

234. W hat clause of the suggestions made by th a t conference is th a t contained in ?— On page 10 ; 
clauses 49 and 50 deal w ith  th a t m atter.

235. Those sub-sections ought to be elim inated from the B ill and would be m et by clauses 49 and 50 
of those regulations ?— Y es. I  th ink  the  inclusion of those two clauses in  the  B ill w ould be very  unfortu
nate. T hey  would lead to considerable inconvenience to the consumer, and possibly danger to the 
com m unity, because if a company has no rig h t to disconnect a  consumer w hen th e  w ires are a t all leaky or 
in a bad condition, it is in an unfortunate  position ; w hereas if the  com pany has the rig h t to do it, as it has 
under the  Board of T rade  regulations a t home and under these regulations fram ed here, there  is no necessity 
for going to the M inister and requiring th e  place to be disconnected.

236. I f  it  is in the order it  can be brought into force a t once, there  is no necessity to go to the 
M in ister ?— Quite so ; it  is instantaneous in its  action, w hich is very  necessary under the circumstances. 
T h e  clause we have included in  our regulations here is practically  the  same as the clause of the Board of 
T rade  at home.

237. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— You prefer th a t  these clauses, 2 and 3, should be included in the 
regulations, so th a t the  du ty  would devolve upon th e  company of seeing th a t proper protection was afforded 
as against any accident th a t m ight happen ?— Yes.

238. W here do you see any evil resulting  in giving the same power to the  M inister in addition to 
having it in the  regulation; w here is the evil of hav ing  it inserted in the  A c t ?— I t  gives such a free and open 
hand to any one having  any spite against a consumer to cause continual trouble by inform ing the Minister 
th a t So-and-so’s premises are not properly  wired. T ake an unsuccessful contractor w ho did not get the 
w ork in connexion w ith  a large building ; he m igh t be continually  harassing  th e  tenants of th is building 
by inform ing the M inister and causing inspections to take  place frequently , w hereas it is so necessary that 
the  w iring  inside a building should be alw ays well protected th a t the supply  company takes every precau
tion to note any leakage on its m ains ; they  w ill take  very good care th a t as soon as anything happens that 
consumer w ill be disconnected.

239. I s  any  in jury  likely to arise by these tw o clauses rem aining in the Bill. Suppose a company 
w ere careless, would it not be well to confer th is pow er upon the M inister, not th a t he should exercise it 
on every com plaint th a t comes before him ?— I  th ink it is unnecessary for th is reason, inside every building 
in M elbourne the insurance inspector has to inspect the w ires for the  insurance company. T he supply 
company w ill take care to inspect the  wires, and, if a th ird  party  is to inspect the w ires as well, it w ill be 
ra th e r a nuisance, to say the least. T h e  insurance inspector has to inspect a building w hen any  alteration



has been made, and he generally inspects a building once a year, so th a t from a fire insurance point of view 
the building is well looked after. I t  is very much to the company’s interest to look after a building, 
especially if on the contract system, when, w ith defective wiring, a current will be escaping which will not 
be paid for.

240. Is  there any inspection in England except by the officer of the company ?— Only by the officer 
of the company and by Mr. H eaphy, the inspector of the fire insurance companies.

241. B y  the Hon. J . B a lfo u r .— Fires have sometimes originated through the insulation getting out 
of order in buildings and theatres ?— A  very long time ago ; we have heard of nothing of the kind lately.

242. H as it not taken place in Melbourne ?— I  am not prepared to say it has. I  have heard th a t a 
fire has been attributed to it, bu t I  never had the evidence produced before me, and I  do not know th a t it 
was the cause of the fire.

243. B y  the Hon. A . 0 . Sachse.— Is there any risk of dangerous circuits being formed with the w ater 
pipes in a house?— If  the contractor who puts in the electric ligh t fittings goes contrary to the regulations 
laid down by the F ire Underwriters* Association the inspector will detect it, and the building, as far as 
wiring is concerned, will be condemned.

244. B ut w here the wires are set in brickwork or in plaster would tha t not necessitate the inspector 
being there every day ?— T h at does not follow. The wire would be inspected beforehand, and the mode of 
installing the wire decided on, such as tubing and casing, and when it is completed, if the necessary fuses 
and switches have been inspected, there is no fear of anything happening in the building. I f  proper wire 
and proper casing have been used it does not m atter how they put the brickwork round it.

245. I f  a plumber were to come afterw ards and add gas pipes or w ater pipes in a careless manner 
might not dangerous circuits be completed ?— T h at happens every day in Melbourne— the fuse would go 
and nothing would happen.

246. Can you suggest anything to provide against th a t—should the plumbers or other tradesmen 
coming in afterw ards be skilled in electric fittings ?—I  do not think it is necessary ; I  do not see th a t they 
can interfere w ith the electric w ires at all.

247. B y  the Hon. D . E . M cB ryde.— W hat mode of supervision is in existence in Melbourne at 
present ?—There is inspection by the F ire  U nderw riters’ Association in the building, and the company 
supplying the electricity take care th a t they do not connect their mains w ith fittings th a t are in a bad 
condition.

248. Does the inspector pay periodical visits ?— Yes, and the instruments used by the companies can 
be used to detect bad insulation very easily.

249. B y  M r. B o x .— Referring now to clause 5, how many companies have their wires running along 
the streets of M elbourne now ?—-There are three companies.

250. And there is also the Postm aster-G eneral?— Yes, he uses the corporation poles ; there is 
also the corporation itself.

251. T h a t makes five altogether ?—Yes.
252. From  your experience in England, do you consider tha t is righ t ?— No, I  say it is not r ig h t ; it 

is altogether against the practice in England, and against w hat has been recommended by authorities who 
have w ritten on the subject. There are many reasons against it. The principal ones are, th a t it is 
dangerous th a t so many electric light wires should be run along the same street— it is dangerous to the 
public and dangerous to the workmen employed on those circuits, because when several companies are using 
the same line of poles one company’s wires may be alive and not well insulated, and the employe of 
another company may receive a very dangerous shock, quite sufficient to throw him to the ground. 
Major M arindin reported on th a t m atter to the Board of Trade ; he is the expert adviser to the Board of 
Trade on electrical m atters. H e says— “ In  cases where the local authority objects to the entrance of any 
company, and it is decided to overrule the objection, I  think th a t one company only should be granted 
powers."” T h a t was in 1889.

253. W hat is the position of opinion now on the po in t?— I t  is still the same. The practice is 
that not more than one company should occupy the same district. I t  was thought in 1888 and 1889 th a t 
it might be better policy to allow two companies in the one district, but where that is done the two 
companies m ust use different systems— one the alternate and the other the continuous current.

254. Since th a t time w hat has been done ?— A s nearly all the extensions since 1889 have been by 
the erection of municipal lighting stations there has only been one lighting station in each district. The 
Board of Trade only give the power to the municipality ; they refuse the companies in all the districts.

255. T h a t means th a t the area remains in the hands of one body ?—Yes.
256. Is  it possible to supply these two sorts of electric energy from the one plant ?—A t tha t time 

the difficulty was th a t electric motors Could not be run from the alternating current system, but it is now 
possible to run motors from the alternating current system and to supply light also.

257. Is  it possible to supply both light and energy from the plant th a t the corporation have 
established in  the city of Melbourne ?— Quite possible.

258. Do the present companies supply both ?— They do. As far as that is concerned, motive power, 
with the present plant tha t we have got, could only be supplied for very small-sized motors, but the alter
nating currents can be used for motive power, and that especially applies to w hat is known as the 
monocyclic system, now patented by the Tliompson-Houston Company, of America. M ajor M arindin goes 
on :— “ In  cases where two or more companies have obtained the consent of the local authority the following 
facts m ust not be lost sight o f :— 1st. T h a t the laying of the mains of several companies up one stieet 
means so much dead capital, and moreover the provision of a certain amount of useless material, which the 
local authority would have to pay for if  it  should decide to purchase the undertakings after the lapse of 
forty-two years. 2nd. T hat, no m atter w hat regulations or stipulations may be made as to the laying of 
mains, the interference w ith the streets and the consequent inconvenience to the public m ust be m  a 
certain degree proportionate to the number of companies having powers over these streets. ^

259. Does th a t apply w ith equal force to overhead wires and underground wires ?—I t  is applicable 
in both cases. I f  we do not pu t the wires underground, which is the better system, we have to pu t them 
overhead, and the more wires suspended overhead the more danger there is to the public and to the men 
employed.



260. T he  practice in E ng land  now  is to lim it one company or one undertaker to one area ?— Yes, 
th a t is the practice. T his is M ajor M arindin’s report to the Commissioners of Sewers, in London, re the 
ligh ting  of London ; it  is dated M ay, 1889 :— “ T he London E lectric  Supply Corporation and the  M etro
politan E lec tric  Supply Com pany apply for provisional orders to supply electricity  to the  city of London 
and the L iberties thereof, bu t the city  authorities dissent and oppose. T he  city authorities object to any 
company having sta tu to ry  pow ers to break up  th e  streets, and contend th a t they  have power to contract for 
a supply. In  cases w here the local au tho rity  objects to the entrance of any company, and it  is decided to 
overrule the  objection, I  th ink  th a t one com pany only should be gran ted  powers. I f  such a th ing be 
possible— a company having  pow er over one area— this company should be prevented from invading a 
d istrict, in w hich it has not go t powers, by means of overhead w ires.” I  will also read an ex trac t from a 
paper read by M r. A lexander Siemens, P residen t of the In s titu te  of E lec trical Engineers of London, and a 
m em ber of the  w ell-know n m anufacturing firm in London. H e says— “ Since the E lec tric  L ighting A ct 
(1888) w as passed a new  im petus was given to these enterprises, and, w ithou t examining the resu lt of each 
year’s applications separately, the  grand  to ta l of the undertakers’ efforts is th a t, since 1882, 132 provisional 
orders have been applied for, and 15 licences ; of these, 81 provisional orders and 9 licences have been 
revoked, so th a t 57 provisional orders and 6 licences are still in force. On the o ther hand, of local 
authorities a few  had obtained powers under special A cts. T h e  city  of London, as mentioned above, had 
been able to m ake some experim ents of stree t ligh ting  w ith o u t any special permission, bu t a number of 
them  availed them selves of the opportunity  given by the E lec tric  L igh ting  A cts, and obtained 121 
provisional orders and 6 licences up  to the  end o f 1892. O f th is num ber, 8 provisional orders and 4 
licences have been revoked or m erged in provisional orders, so th a t 113 provisional orders and 2 licences 
gran ted  to local authorities are still in  force, but 2 o f the  provisional orders have been transferred to 
undertakers as m entioned above. . . . From  the figures w hich I  have given it  is, however, plainly
apparen t th a t the local authorities "will very  shortly  have a good m any more stations a t w ork than the 
electric ligh ting  companies, and, in my opinion, th is is as it should be. T he  financial success w hich has 
invariab ly  a ttended  th e  m unicipal electric  enterprises has relieved the  rates, a t the  expense of the  wealthier 
classes, in a perfectly  legitim ate m anner, and the more electricity  becomes one of the common necessaries of 
life the more desirable it is th a t its supply  should be in the  hands of the com m unity and not in those of 
m onopolists.”

261. I  suppose, in your opinion, there is no doubt th a t the  w ires ough t to  be underground ?— No ; 
th a t is the  proper place if it  can be done. In  connexion w ith  the danger o f allowing a num ber of wires 
in  one street, I  should like to refer to the action taken  in N ew  Y ork  on account of the  num ber of wires in 
the main streets. T h is  is the E lectrica l R eview , of 31st Ju ly , w hich has ju s t come to hand ; it is published 
in  N ew  Y ork. T h is illustra tion  represents the  w ires on Broadw ay, in front of D aly ’s T hea tre , in 1888 ; 
th e  n ex t illustra tion  shows th e  same place w hen the  w ires have been put underground— [producing 
the same 1. On 11th October, 1889, an accident happened to a w orkm an w hile attending to the 
w ires, and th is paper says —  “ T he n ex t day the N ew  Y ork papers teem ed w ith sensational 
articles and pictures describing the accident, and the  whole city  was aroused. M ayor G ran t hastily 
called a m eeting of th e  B oard of E lec trica l Control, heard  a repo rt on th e  accident from D r. S. S. W heeler, 
and instructed  Commissioner of P ub lic  W orks G ilroy to im m ediately rem ove all im perfectly  insulated wires. 
I n  spite of in junctions the  Board w ent ahead w ith  rem oving the wires, leaving the city in partia l darkness. 
On th e  n igh t of 15th October, 1889, the  city  w as alm ost w ithou t illum ination, 3,000 arc ligh ts being shut 
off.” A gain , in the  in terests of the consumers them selves, w hen there are th ree or four companies in the one 
stree t, th e  cap ita l involved in the necessary mains m ust of course m ean a h igher charge for the  current to 
pay  for the  capital spent on the m ains. I  w ill now refer to tw o questions pu t in  1889, by a man named 
W hipple, to 28 cities in A m erica using the  electric light. T he questions w ere :— “ W ith  your experience, 
are you in favour of cities doing th e ir own electric ligh ting  ? ” and “ W hy ? ” T w enty-five of the replies 
w ere in  favour of cities doing the ir own electric ligh ting , g iving th e ir reasons ; th ree  w ere against it. 
I  also produce the following ex trac t from  the  Jo u rn a l o f  Gas L ig h tin g  of 12th February , 1895 :
“ M onthly  M eeting, C ity  Council of M anchester, 5 th  F eb ru ary .— On a motion to reduce price o f electricity 
from  8d. to 6d., the  com m ittee were authorized to m ake application to th e  Local G overnm ent Board for 
powers to borrow £100.000  for extension of plant. T h e  revenue for the  year in this branch amounted to 
£26 ,629  (1 year 8 m onths in ex is ten ce ); the expenditure  had been £10,576, or a gross balance of profit of 
£16,053 . In te re s t on the  sum of £160,000, sinking fund, depreciation, &c., made up a sum o f £8,283, 
leaving a net profit, applicable to the  reduction of th e  city  rates, of £7 ,730 .”

262. Y ou have been m anaging the  C ity  C orporation lig h tin g  here ?— Yes.
263. W hat has been the resu lt, as far as your presen t experience goes, of the  experim ent of lighting 

w ith  electricity  as against gas, as fa r as economy is concerned ?— T here has been a saving on the previous 
cost of gas, including depreciation and in terest on capital. T he  following is an ex trac t from the  “ Minutes 
of Proceedings of the  In stitu tio n  of C ivil E ngineers •” for 1890. R e  electric lighting  in  P a ris  :— “ M any 
electric lig h t companies have been started  in  Paris, and the tow n council resolved to m ake an installation 
in the  basem ent of th e  m arkets, and supply th e  neighbourhood w ith  e lectric  lig h t both  for street lighting 
and for use in p rivate  houses, clubs, shops, &c. T he  au tho r proceeds to give an historical sketch of the 
progress of electric ligh ting  in P a ris  up till the  presen t date, and then  to describe the scheme above 
m entioned. A  prelim inary scheme w as laid before the  council on the 4 th  of N ovem ber, 1887, and was 
calculated to ligh t up all th e  m arkets and the basem ent as w ell as the surrounding streets ; the  first cost 
was pu t down, a t £34,000, and the  cost of m aintenance a t £7 ,740  per annum. I t  w as intended by the 
prom oters to ac t as a model installa tion , and would, it  w as though t, enable the  tow n council to force im
provem ents upon the  p riv a te  companies, and also enable them  to  regu la te  the  tariffs to be charged, by 
practical experience. T he council w as not inclined to proceed on these lines, in tending to w ork com
m ercially, and not have m erely a laboratory  for experim ents. On th e  30th Decem ber, 1887, a vote of 
£40,000 was g ran ted  for the  purpose of creating  a m unicipal insta lla tion  to supply electric ligh t to private 
consumers. I t  w as th o u g h t im practicable to buy out all the  electric ligh t companies in existence in order 
to supply th e  whole by the m unicipality , as it would have entailed an  outlay of £20,000 ,000 .”

264. In  P a ris  th e  m unicipality  are  going to supply the electric ligh t, leaving it  to th e  private com
panies to  supply  i t  also if th ey  choose ?— Y es.



Cross-examined by M r. Wood.

265. I t  is the usual practice in England to have the electric wires underground ? Yes.
266. T h a t is not the practice on the Continent ?r—In  a great many places on the Continent it is ; in 

unimportant towns it is not, but in all the im portant cities they insist upon underoround work.
267. Have you any table w ith  you showing the cities which are lighted by overhead wires and 

underground wires respectively ?— I  have not it w ith me ; I  could produce it.
268. A re not the streets of M elbourne very wide and stra igh t compared w ith those of almost all the 

cities of G reat B ritain  and the Continent ?—I  th ink  the  streets of Paris would compare very favorably 
with those of Melbourne as to Avidth.

269. How long is it since the city of P aris  has thought of undertaking electric lighting ?— I  visited 
half-a-dozen stations for electric lighting in Paris in. 1892, and they had been in existence for a good many 
years.' I  also visited the city station as well. Several of those stations belonged to private companies • 
one belonged to the m unicipality. ’

270. Taking P aris as a whole—who is lighting it now ?— The municipality does a good deal of 
the street lighting ; it is split up into different sections.

271. A re the streets of most E nglish towns nearly as stra igh t or as wide as the streets of 
Melbourne ?— A s a rule, the M elbourne streets are w ider and straighter than you find them  at home,

272. W ith the exception of th a t one accident th a t took place ftwo or three years ago, have any
accidents taken place for some years past through the system th a t has been carried on in Melbourne ? U p
to the year 1891 there had been several accidents, but since the corporation have had the supervision of 
the wires in the streets there  have been no accidents.

273. In  w hat way has the corporation had the supervision ?— I  was instructed by the council to 
continually inspect and report in the event of any dangerous wire being in existence, w hich I  did on 
several occasions, and instructed the companies to put the ir wires in order.

274. W hen did th a t fa ta l accident happen to w hich I  have referred ?— In  1892.
_ 275. W hen did the corporation undertake the supervision of the w ires ?— I  cannot give the exact 

date; it was shortly after I  joined the corporation.
276. W as it before or after 1892 ?— Before.
277. Then the  statem ent is not quite accurate th a t there have been no accidents since the corpora

tion undertook the supervision of the wires ?— I t  is accurate in this w ay— we cannot change the wires in 
the city in one n ight ; there are about three hundred miles of wire. A s soon as I  joined the corporation 
I  made several statem ents of requirements for the companies to make certain alterations to their wires, and 
those alterations could not be done in a night, or a week, or a m onth ; it took months to do them . I t  was 
not until eighteen months after I  joined the corporation that I  could say the wires were in anything like a 
satisfactory condition.

278. The different companies have carried out the suggestions or recommendations th a t you made ?— 
Generally— we insisted upon it.

279. Can you sta te  how many wires were carried on poles through the streets of New  Y ork a t one 
time ?—No.

280. T here were a great m any more than  are carried in M elbourne ?-—Generally speaking there 
were more in N ew  Y ork, but we shall very soon get into the same predicament in Melbourne at the rate 
we are going.

281. T he illustration you showed to the Committee shows a greater number of wires carried on the 
poles of N ew  Y ork than  are carried on the poles of Melbourne ?—Y es; I  should say there are more electric 
light wires there than  there are a t any place in Melbourne.

282. T he Postm aster-G eneral’s wires are carried on the opposite side1 of the street, are they not ?—- 
No ; I  referred to the Postm aster-G eneral’s electric light wires, which are carried on the corporation poles.

283. There are five sets of wires ?— Some companies in Melbourne have six wires on a pole.
284. Did you on one occasion have seven double arms, or fourteen in all, put on the poles ?—Yes,
285. T hey  were pu t there by your direction ?— The poles were put up with seven arms upon them.
286. H ow  m any circuits would those carry ?— W ith fourteen arms there will be seven circuits in 

one direction and seven in the other, or fourteen altogether. There is still th a t number of arms on the 
poles in some cases.

287. T h a t was done to provide room for more than  one company ?—T t was to provide room for the 
wires running through M elbourne. T hey m ust be either chopped down w ith an axe and cleared away 
or provided for on the poles.

288. flo w  m any arms have been pu t up on the poles on the Sydney-road ?—-Seven.
289. You put those poles up in  order th a t the wires m ight be carried along the road ?— Yes, we lit 

up the whole of the road.
290. In  the case to which you have preferred of the 28 cities in America, to whom were those 

questions pu t ?—The M ayor of the city.
291. T he cities them selves expressed their sa tisfac tion?— Quite so ; the Mayor represents the 

people, as he is elected by the people directly.
292. M ajor M arindin suggested tha t, if there were to be two companies established for lighting 

purposes in one area, th a t area should be districted among those companies ?— Yes.
293. T h a t means th a t the companies should arrange between themselves th a t one company should 

light a certain number of streets, and the other should ligh t the remainder ?—I  do not think it was left to 
the companies to arrange ; the district was apportioned by the Board of Trade.

294. B y  M r. Box.— A re the companies in V ictoria d istricted?— No, they go all over the place.
295. T he corporation have exercised a supervision over those wires in the city since the time of 

the agreement under which they are here a t all ?— The agreement was a few months before my engage
ment ; I  came in March, 1891.

296. Since th a t time have you not made many complaints from time to time of the condition of the 
wires of the electric companies in the city ?— I  have made repeated reports complaining of the condition of 
the wires.

297. H ave not those reports been forwarded to the various companies concerned, and they have 
rectified the faults F— They have.



298. P a r t  o f your duties is to keep an eye on th e  w ires of the various companies running through 
the city ?— I t  is.

299. Is  th e  city of London districted  ?— Y es, I  have a plan here showing the districts— [ producing 
the same~\. E ach  company is shown by the colour. T his was in  1893— there is only one company in each 
district.

300. B y  the Hon. Lieut.-Gol. S ir  F . T . Sargood.— You said you inspected the w hole of the wires 
belonging to the companies in  th e  city  of M elbourne, and have, from tim e to tim e, made adverse reports in 
connexion w ith  them  ; who inspects the  city  w ires ?— T he corporation officials inspect them.

301. Y ou are the  h ighest official; does anyone inspect your w o rk ?— T he corporation is in a 
different position in reference to m atters of th a t description to a company ; a company is in M elbourne for 
the  purpose of paying dividends and m aking money ; the  corporation is there  w ith the  funds of the 
community to spend for the benefit of th e  community, to ligh t up the  streets and w atch over the interests 
of the  citizens.

302. I t  is possible to have careless w orkm en ?— T h a t is another story. I  do not say th a t the work 
of th e  companies w as carelessly or ignoran tly  done, but sim ply th a t they  did not desire to spend money on 
b e tte r cables.

303. T h a t is not answ ering the  question ; does anyone supervise the w ork th a t you do for the 
corporation ?—N o one, so far.

304. M igh t it not be advisable, under the  circum stances, to have a clause such as th is to enable the 
M inister to inspect in  the public in terest ?— W e are a t present in ra ther a haphazard  condition. The con
ference w hich met, a t the instance of th e  postal authorities, a t H obart have laid down certain  rules and 
regulations re  overhead w ires ; those ru les and regulations, if adopted by the Governm ent, will have to be 
carried out by all those erecting overhead w ires in the colony of V ictoria ; in the m eantim e there  are no 
regulations a t all.

305. I  w ant to know if there is any means by w hich the public safety is ensured in connexion with
th e  w ires p u t up by the council ?— T h a t is done by myself.

306. N o one supervises you ?— No.
307. I  understand it  is reported  th a t the  G overnm ent proposes to  establish a central station from 

w hich to ligh t, no t only th e  G overnm ent departm ents, bu t the railw ays as well ; w ill those wires have to 
go along the streets ?— E ith e r  th a t or underneath  the  streets.

308. W ould there  be m any additional w ires required for th a t ?— N ot very m any— it m ight be two or 
four— it depends upon w hether they  run  duplicate mains.

309. B y  the H on. A . 0 . Sachse.— Do you th in k  com petition among the  companies in the  city will 
have a tendency to im prove the  quality  of the  electric lig h t fittings ?— T he fittings are not m anufactured 
by the companies.

310. T ak e  the cables ?— T h e  cables are not m anufactured by the  companies ; they  are supplied by 
the home people.

311. I f  the com petition were very  keen would there be a tendency on the  p a rt of less scrupulous 
companies to employ cables th a t w ere not so w ell insulated as they  should be ?— Y es, on account of the 
com pany being desirous to m ake a dividend they  are ap t to pu t up cheap m aterial.

312. Y ou th in k  g rea t com petition will increase the  danger ?— I  th ink  so.
313. Do you th ink  one large cen tral company could supply the lig h t cheaper th an  a number of

sm aller companies ?— Yes.
314. On w h at grounds ?— C entralization and general control, under one building and one head. 

T h e  cost of the  m ains in  the  stree t— the wire costing about £20 0  a m ile— runs into a heavy item  if it is 
duplicated th ree  or four tim es in  one street. T h en  there is the  use of la rger compound or triple expansion 
condensing engines, w hich w ould tend to cheapen the cost of production.

315. W ould we be r ig h t in coming to the  conclusion th a t 'th e  underground system should be 
em ployed only in connexion w ith  a single service— th a t it would not pay to have a number of underground 
system s ?— No, certain ly  not. I t  would not pay.

316. I s  there  any probability  o f our hav ing  an underground system  if we have more than  one supply 
source ?— I t  is not impossible, bu t th e  more companies* w ires there are in th e  streets the less likely we are 
to go underground, I t  is sim ply im possible for the  companies to go underground a t present ; i t  is so much 
more expensive.

317. B y  the H on. D . E. M cB ryde.— Y ou approve of the underground system ?— I  certain ly  do.
318. Y ou have made a recom m endation to the corporation to th a t effect ?— I  have. I  was asked to . 

report on th e  m atter. I  form ed one of a committee consisting also of experts from the P o sta l D epartm ent 
and the C ity  Surveyor’s D epartm ent; we drew up a repo rt on the underground wires for the  telephone and 
the electric ligh ting  as well.

319. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— C an th a t report be furnished to u s ? — I  th ink  so.
320. T he objection to the overhead system  is the danger ?— I  th ink  th a t is the principal objection.
321. You believe there  is considerable danger in the  overhead wires in the city ?— T here is consider

able danger w here there is no proper supervision. I f  properly supervised, there  is no t so m uch danger, but 
there  is m uch more danger than  underground.

322. Beside tha t, is there  not considerable interference w ith  the telephones ?— Yes.
323. A t certain  points they  cross ?— I t  is not so m uch a t the  points of crossing as w hen they run 

parallel w ith each other.
324. T hey  are on different sides of the street w hen they  run para lle l?— Yes, bu t in narrow 

streets the  induction is considerable. T he  g reat objection is the danger, interference w ith  the fire 
appliances, and the unsightliness.

325. T he cost is m uch g reater to p u t them  underground ?— Yes.
326. In  N ew  Y ork they  have to tunnel th rough  rock to pu t them  underground ?— In  some parts of 

N ew  Y ork  they  have.
327. I f  the corporation had the ligh ting  of M elbourne, do you th ink they  would a t some time not 

very d istan t pu t the w ires underground ?— I  th ink  so. T he committee were discussing, comparatively 
recently, the  question of p lacing a section such as part of C ollins-street or Q ueen-street underground, as a 
start.

328. Y ou have already p u t a little  piece underground?— Yes, a sm all section.



329. Y ou know  the  cost ?— Yes.
330. B y  the H on. A . 0 . Sachse.— Do you th in k  it  would be a wise precaution to have some provi

sion in the B ill as to the  m axim um  voltage ?— N ot in the B i l l ; th a t is included in the  regulations framed 
by the conference.

331. H ave you any restriction a t present as to the am ount of voltage ?— T here is no restriction in 
Melbourne a t all a t present as to the am ount of potential.

332. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— Is there  any danger in having no'control over the potential ?— There 
is not so much danger because we are using 2,000 volts pressure. I f  we were to use 5,000 it  would not be 
much more dangerous, because 2,000 would kill a man instan tly . 10,000 was used in the London Supply 
Corporation a t the  D eptford  lighting  station, bu t th a t has been abandoned since. T he T hom pson-H ouston 
Company have erected some p lan t a t 5,000 volts for the transm ission of power, bu t the  m achinery they 
generally use is 2,000 and 1,000 volts.

333. B y  the H on. A.  0 . Sachse.— Do you th ink  any provision should be made in the B ill as to 
transformers ?— T h a t is all contained in the regulations.

334. Is  the G overnor in Council aualagous to the Board of T rade in E ngland  ?— T he recommenda
tion made by the conference w as— “ T h a t a Board of C ontrol— consisting of, say, three members—be 
appointed in each colony, under whose supervision all w orks re lating  to electric ligh ting  and the transm is
sion of power shall be carried out, in accordance w ith  the rules and regulations approved by the Governor 
in E xecutive Council ; and th a t a central or intercolonial board of control— consisting of representatives 
from the local boards— should also be appointed, to make such amended rules and regulations as may from 
time to tim e be necessary, and to  deal w ith  m atters cognate thereto .”

335. Y ou favour the  system  arrived a t in th a t resolution ?— I  th ink  th a t is the  m ost workable. I f  
it is in the hands of the E x ecu tiv e  Council i t  is in  the hands of one party  to settle w hat m ight be a 
disputed point.

336. Y ou would have one skilled expert under th a t system  ?— Yes.
337. Do you know  of any skilled expert in M elbourne sufficiently disinterested for the  purpose ?— 

Major M arindin is one o f the  R oyal Engineers, and he is the expert to the B oard o f T ra d e ; if we 
take the Im perial officer com manding the  engineers here, his education involves a considerable am ount of 
electrical w ork, and I  th ink  he w ould be sufficient, if  he were supported by tw o Ju stices  o f the  Peace 
or other gentlem en.

338. W ith  regard  to the  testing  of your m eters, how  would you propose th a t should be carried out 
in the event of disputes betw een supplying companies and consumers ?— T h a t is all dealt w ith  under the 
order— I  would have it  a ll contained in the  order.

339. H ave you though t out any m anner in w hich th a t m ight be carried out in V ictoria, or any 
way in w hich a te s t m igh t be m ade ?— T here  would have to be an appointm ent made of some expert 
who would te s t m eters in th e  same w ay th a t an independent man tests the gas m eters.

340. Y ou th ink  th a t is a sim ilar m atter ?— I  th in k  so.
341. B y  M r. B ox.— Y ou have been asked who looks after your w ires— who looks after the  P o s t

master G eneral’s w ires ?— I  do not know.
342. I  have here the  report of a com m ittee consisting of M essrs. Jam es and Sm ibert of the P o st and 

Telegraph D epartm ent, and M r. M ountain and yourself, representing th e  C ity  Council, on sub-ways for 
electric wires. In  th a t  report you say— “ F o r electric ligh ting  solely— including provision for private 
lighting in the fu tu re— it m ay be roughly estim ated th a t a com plete system  of ‘ undergrounding * th rough
out the entire area under consideration will mean the construction of 6 miles of 9-w ay conduit, 16 miles 
of 5-way conduit, and 14 miles of 2-way c o n d u it; the  cost of w hich we estim ate a t £78,080.” T h a t was 
in 1891— do you th in k  the expense of the § w ork  w ould be increased now ?— No, i t  would be ra ther less ; 
there is a difference in the  cost o f labour and the  cost of m aterial betw een 1891 and 1895.

343. A s fa r  as th e  presen t cables in the  streets are concerned, do th e  C ity Corporation cables 
compare favourably w ith  the cables used by the companies ?— T hey are equal to the  others.

344. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— 'Now  th a t the M etropolitan Board of W orks is having the sewerage 
system constructed, would it  not be possible to  save a good deal of expense in  laying underground 
cables by using th a t system , passing the  tubes in some w ay in the  top part of the ir system  ?— N ot 
through the sewers. T he practice a t home for undergrounding is all underneath  the  footways. T he 
conduits and tub ing  required for electric ligh ting  are com paratively light work ; th a t is generally placed 
directly under th e  flagging, say 18 inches below j w hen the sewerage people s ta rt taking up the side walks 
it m ight be advantageous th en  to pu t down the electric ligh t conduits to save expense in labour, but 
not at present.

345.’ B y  the H on . D . E .  M cB ryd e .— In  the event of an  accident, do you th ink  the M ayor of 
Melbourne would tak e  the same active m easures th a t the  M ayor of N ew  Y ork took ?— I  am  not pre
pared to answ er for the  M ayor.

346. B y  M r. B o x .— W ith  reference to the  expense of the  conduits, does th a t relate to private 
lighting as w ell as to th e  streets ?— Y es, private ligh ting  by the  corporation.

The witness unlhd/rew.

Jo h n  C layton fu rther examined.
347. B y  M r. B o x .-W h .e n  you were under exam ination before, the  Committee expressed a desire to 

hear w hat the corporation intended to do in the fu ture w ith  reference to  the  present ex isting  companies who 
were running th e ir  w ires under the  present ag reem en t; have you any inform ation from the corporation 
w ith reference to  th a t m atter ?— I  have not got any form al resolution by the council, bu t I  have got 
authority from the committee w hich deals w ith th e  m atter to say th a t it has not the slightest intention to 
interfere w ith  the present w ires of the  companies.

348. B y  M r. W ood.— W hen w as th is  com m ittee m eeting held ?— Y esterday.
349. H ow  m any were present ?— P re tty  well the whole committee.
350.' Y ou a ttended  the m eeting ?—-Yes. _ t .
351. W as a resolution passed ?— A  resolution was passed authorizing me to give th a t information to

this Committee.



352. D id  you tak e  a copy of the  resolution th a t was passed ?— N o ; I  did not bring  the minute-
book.

353. D id you bring a copy of the m inute ?— No.
354. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— Is it usual to bring up  the  resolutions passed by committees 

before th e  council for confirmation ?— Y es; all business is reported to th e  council for confirmation, and it is 
only w ith  a view  of m eeting the  Com m ittee’s w ish th a t I  took the best means I  had of letting  you have this 
answ er to-day, otherw ise I  should have had to delay it un til the  9 th  of O ctober before I  could get it passed 
by the council, unless a special m eeting of the council were called for the purpose. A t the  nex t meeting 
of the  council this resolution of the com m ittee will be brought up for confirmation.

355. T he  m eaning of w hat th e  committee have arrived at is, th a t i t  is no t the ir intention to interfere 
w ith  the  ex isting  companies ?—'W ith the  w ires of the  ex isting  companies. T he agreem ent provides for a 
th ree  m onths’ notice to rem ove th e ir w ires. T he council does not in tend to give effect to  th a t clause.

356. B y  the H on. L ieu t.-C ol. S ir  F. T . Sargood.— A t any tim e ?— A t any time.
357. B y  the H o n . the C hairm an.— I t  is to be con tinu ing?— C ertain ly . T h ere  was never any 

in tention  to ask them  to rem ove th e ir w ires, unless for public safety.

The witness withdrew.

M r. W ood  w as heard  to  address the Committee.

W illiam  C. K erno t examined.
358. B y  M r, W ood.— W h at are you ?— Professor of E ngineering  a t the  M elbourne U niversity.
359. A re you connected w ith  any of the electric ligh ting  companies in the c ity  ?—T am chairman 

of directors and a large share and debenture holder in the  N ew  A u stra lian -E lec tric  L ig h ting  Company, 
L im ited.

360. W hen w as th a t com pany incorpora ted?— T he 1st of Ju ly , 1889. I  produce copies of the 
m em orandum  and articles of association.

361. Your present company is the successor of a previous com pany Yes ; th a t was called the 
A ustra lian  E lectric  Com pany, L im ited. T h a t com pany was formed for the  purpose of purchasing, taking, 
and acquiring from the  V ictorian  E lectric  Company, L im ited, the freehold, leashold, and so forth.

362. W hen was the  first com pany incorporated ?— I  cannot give the exact date, the  records have 
been destroyed by fire. I t  m ust have been about the  m iddle of the  year 1881, ra th er more th an  fourteen 
years ago. I t  w as a sm all company w ith  a capital of £5 ,000  only. T h a t m erged in to  the A ustralian  
Com pany, w ith  a nom inal capital of £100,000, and th a t  again merged into the N ew  A ustra lian  Company, 
w ith  a capital o f £250 ,000  and enlarged powers. T h e  proprietary  has been practically the  same, and I  
have, m yself, sa t as chairm an of directors since th e  beginning of th e  year 1882 w ithou t in terrup tion  up to 
the presen t date.

363. W hen did the  presen t com pany or its predecessors first commence operations ?—.The Victorian 
Com pany commenced operations, to the  best of m y recollection, tow ards the  end of the  year 1881, by 
ligh ting  the E aste rn  M arket under contract w ith  the C ity  Council. W hen the A ustra lian  Electric 
Company was formed it  commenced operations, early  in 1882. I t  acquired property, and started  the 
cen tral station— the first central station  in  A ustralia . T h a t cen tral station  is in  a  lane off B ourke-street, 
close to the  B ijou T heatre.

364. D id th a t com pany do m u ch ?— Y es, it  did a considerable am ount of ligh ting . I t  continued to
ligh t the E aste rn  M arket. I t  lit th e  P ub lic  L ibrary , the R oyal A rcade, the V ictoria Coffee Palace,
A t one tim e it lit the  M elbourne T ow n H all, bu t not for very  long ; and it  lit several of the  theatres— the 
O pera H ouse, the  T h ea tre  Royal, th e  P rincess, and the  Bijou. We have had  all of thqm a t one time or 
another.

365. T he  T ow n H a ll was under con tract w ith  the  C ity  Council ?— Y es.
366. D id the  G overnm ent afford your com pany any facilities in any w ay ?— T he Government

afforded us every assistance and encouragem ent. A s early  as 1883 the G overnm ent erected poles in the 
streets at our request, and rented  them  to  us for a small rental. T he G overnm ent gave us, a good many 
years ago, the ligh ting  of G overnm ent House, also the  O bservatory. W e were not only a lighting  but 
a m anufacturing company, and, in th a t capacity , we fitted up the m achinery for ligh ting  the Parliam ent 
H ouses and the P o st Office, and executed  a num ber of orders to the G overnm ent for torpedo stores and 
sim ilar th ings ; in fact, we had  a practical monopoly of all th a t k ind of business. W e did a considerably 
business in the  early days in fitting  up and repairing  the electric ligh ting  of steam ers, and supplying electric 
p lan t to various mines at W alhalla , Bendigo, and other places, w here I  believe they are still working. 
A ll this would be during the  years from 1882 up to 1886 or 1887.

367. B y  the Hon. F . S . Grim wade.— Y ou did a large business ?— A very ex tensive business.
368. W as i t  rem unerative ?— N ot very. W e spent a g rea t deal of money in educating ourselves 

and the  public in those days.
369. B y  the Hon. D . E . M cB ryd e .— W h at ren t did those companies pay for the  use o f the  poles ?— 

I  do not rem em ber at th is  m om ent, it  w as som ething very small.
370. B y  M r. W ood.— W hen w ere those poles transferred from  the G overnm ent to the  corporation? 

— I  have a copy of a le tte r announcing the  fact, dated 28 th  M ay, 1891, th a t was after the  N ew  A ustralian 
Com pany was in existence.

371. D id you pay th e  corporation the same am ount as you paid the G overnm ent for running the 
w ires on the poles ?— I  cannot say, M y recollection is th a t in each case th e  ren t of the  poles was a 
com paratively trifling m atter. I t  was so sm all both to the G overnm ent and the corporation th a t we regarded 
it  as a valuable concession. I  th in k  it  was som ething like 2s. 6d. per insulator per year, bu t I  am not quite 
positive.

372. In  addition to the  w ires carried on the poles, did your company carry  the  wires in any other 
w ay ?— Y es, a t the  very first we had w ires going over roofs from our B ourke-street station to the Opera 
House. W e also laid  a pipe up B ourke-street, ex tending, I  th in k , from E lizabeth -stree t to Exhibition- 
street, and we had the  w ires in th a t pipe for some time, bu t we found the  underground wires were trouble
some and after a w hile we rem oved them . T hose w ere the w ires th a t would go down to the, R oyal Arcade



in one direction and to the E aste rn  M arket in the  other direction, and to various shops th a t we were 
supplying. T he pipe is still in B ourke-street, hu t the wires have not been in it  for ten years.

373. D id you enter into contracts w ith  the city of M elbourne or any other corporations for the 
lighting  of streets ?— Yes, we have arrangem ents. T h is is quite recently, however, since the erection of 
our large station a t Richm ond.

374. You began w ith  lighting  the streets of w hat m unicipalities ?— Richmond, P rahran , and M alvern. 
A n E ng lish  company th a t was associated w ith us a good m any years ago lit up E lizabeth-street w ith  arc 
lamps. I  th ink  th a t m ust have been about 1885 or so.

375. W as th a t by arrangem ent w ith  the  City Council ?— Y es ; it  was the B rush Company ; we
were w orking together. I t  was discontinued after a time as being too expensive.

376. In  w hat m unicipalities are you a t p resen t ligh ting  the streets ?— Richmond, P rahran , and
M alvern.

377. Y ou formerly lit M elbourne ?— T he B rush Com pany lit E lizabeth-street, as far as Latrobe- 
s tre e t ; th a t was quite in the early  days.

378. W hen you entered into th is arrangem ent w ith  the C ity Council for the lighting of the Tow n 
H all and other buildings, was any intim ation conveyed to you th a t the C ity Council intended lighting 
private buildings by electricity  ?— W e never dreamed of such a thing. T he  ligh ting  of private buildings 
by the C ity Council came to me like a bolt from th e  blue.

379. T h a t is com paratively recently ?— Y es, w ith in  the last year or two. I f  i t  was contemplated 
before I  never heard anything about it.

380. W hat are the  principal public and private buildings ligh ted  by your company in Melbourne ?—  
The Public L ib rary  has been lit from 1883 up to the  present date. T he E astern  M arket was lit from 1882 
to 1893. G overnm ent H ouse is com paratively recent, th a t is from 1892 to date. The O bservatory, from 
1891 to present date ; the P rincess T heatre , from 1884 to the present ; T heatre  Royal, from 1885 to  the 
present. T he B ijou T heatre  was lit  in December, 1892, the A lexandra T heatre  from 1886 to 1891. The 
Grand Coffee P alace was lit from 1888 to th e  present, V ictoria Coffee P alace from 1883 to the present, 
Federal Coffee Palace  from 1891 to the present, M enzies’ H otel, and m any others. T hen  there are about 
150 business establishm ents and offices of minor note. T hen  we do a great deal of ligh ting  in the suburbs. 
In  P rah ran  there are street lamps from 1891 to date—P rah ran  T ow n H all. In  Richmond there are street 
lamps and in  M alvern too, and a large num ber of private residences and business places th a t are lit. W e 
have altogether several hundred customers, and the business is a large one, bringing in a gross revenue of 
about £15,000 or £16,000 a year.

381. B y  the Hon. F. S . Grimwade.— Is the street ligh ting  in P rah ran  done by your company ?—  
Yes ; there is no other company in P rah ran  or M alvern.

382. B y  M r. Wood.-?-W h at rates does your company charge for ligh ting  ?— W e charge the standard 
rates w hich all the  companies have agreed upon— th a t is, 6d. per unit w ithout, or 7d. w ith, lam p renewals. 
T hat is the ordinary ra te  by m e te r ; bu t there  are a num ber of cases w here we ligh t by contract, and there 
my impression is th a t our custom ers get a t u s—th a t is, they  really  get th e ir  ligh t a t som ething like 4d. or 
5d. per un it in m any cases. I  judge this from the extrem e reluctance a great many of those gentlem en 
have to having a m eter p u t in. W e are always try ing  to have m eters pu t in, but they  do not like it.

383. How  do those rates compare w ith  the rates charged in G reat B rita in  and elsewhere ?— T hey 
seem to agree w ith  the average rates in G reat Britain. A s for rates out of G reat B ritain , I  have not the 
inform ation. I  do not th in k  they  are higher, and it m ust be remembered th a t wages and m aterials are 
much more expensive here than  in G reat Brirain. F or example, we have had to pay m any thousands of 
pounds of duty alone on the appliances and m aterials th a t we have imported, and, further, M elbourne is 
such a scattered  place compared w ith  European places th a t we have a much greater length  of leads for the 
same am ount of ligh ting . U nder the circumstances, it seems to me surprising th a t we have succeeded in 
doing the  ligh ting  a t the  rates th a t we have done.

384. B y  the Hon. F . S . Grimwade.— A  good deal of the duty  you recover in charging for the 
fittings Yes, the  duty on the fittings we charge to the  people whom w e supply, but there are a great 
many th ings th a t are not fittings ; for exam ple, I  remember signing one cheque for £3,300 for duty on 
m achinery alone ; that was some four or five years ago. I  th ink  we m ust have paid altogether about £5,000 
duty on m achinery alone, w ithout saying anyth ing  about house fittings.

385. B y  M r. W o o d .-^ ls  the  quality  of lig h t supplied by your company equal to th a t supplied else
where ?̂ =—I t  is exactly  the  same, as far as I  can tell, the same m achinery, the  same lamp. I t  is a continuous 
service.

386. You pay m unicipal ra te s?— Y es, certainly.
387. W h at is the called-up capital of your company ?— T he capital actually paid is £23,588 accord

ing to the balance-sheet of Decem ber, 1894. T h a t does not represent w hat we have spent on our m achinery 
by a great deal.

388. Y ou have borrowed money ?— Y es, we have £24,000 w orth of debentures out, and we also have 
about £17,000 th a t we owe on m ortgage a t the present time. T he debentures have only been recently 
issued under an  agreem ent w ith  our bankers.

389. H ow  m uch money have you raised altogether by shares, debentures, and money borrowed on 
m ortgage ?— £64,000. I t  m ust be said th a t a portion of this we have not received in cash, we have 
received it in the form of the assets of the old company, but they  represent a great m any thousands of 
pounds in the books o f the old company. T hey  were handed over to the new company at very much less
than  they  cost, and w ere paid for in shares.

390. W hat am ount has the company spent in mains, buildings, and other works ?—I t  is rather 
difficult to say exactly , because the old company gave 5,000 shares for paten t rights of the Swan lamps to 
Mr. J .  W . Swan. I t  also gave the A ustralian  E lectric  L ight, Power, and Storage Company 3,0 ^ s ares 
for patent rights, and £12,000 in shares for plant. T his complicates m atters somewhat, but 1 th ink  we 
may, w ithout exaggeration, claim to have expended, since we began in 1881, something like £110,00 .

391. I t  was in  1891 th a t the corporation began to take an active interest in e lec tric ity .
I  believe so. ,

392. U p  to th a t year can you give the Committee any notion of the  am ount expended by the company 
or its  predecessors ?— W e had spent very nearly as much as we have spent now; W e have made no large



expenditure  since the  end of 1890. O ur large central station a t R ichm ond w as completed about the end of 
1890, and at work. T he p lan t a t the  tw o ligh ting  stations stands a t the presen t tim e in our books a t 
£5 7 ,297  12s. 10d., and th a t p lan t has not been increased by £5,000 since 1891. You may say th a t in 1891 
we had, apart from land and buildings, about £50 ,000  w orth  of p lant.

393. Y our principal building is in R ichm ond ?— Yes, close to the railw ay bridge going across to 
South  Y arra . b

394. Is  th a t conveniently situated  to ex tend  your operations, and supply, no t only M elbourne, but 
the suburbs ?— I t  w as chosen as the  m ost central and convenient position from which to supply the city and 
suburbs, and obtain a supply  of w ater w ithout paying w ater rates, for the  purposes of the engines. W e draw 
th e  w ater from th e  river; and fu rther, to a g rea t ex ten t w ith  a view  to the  u ltim ate possibility of using G-ipps- 
land coal, we are close by the railw ay. W e urge th a t if it  should become profitable to use G ippsland coal 
we m ight get it from th e  railw ay  w hich passes a t the  bread th  of this room from our premises.

395. A ssum ing the  corporation purchases your undertaking, do you consider th a t th a t station of 
yours w ould be convenient to the  C ity Council for the  purpose of supplying electricity  ?— I  should th ink  it 
would be. I  do not see w hy it  should not. I t  is not w ith in  the  city boundary, bu t it  is only a little  w ay 
outside it  a t th a t end, and it seems to me th a t if th e  City Council in tend to go in for anyth ing  like a  general 
electric lig h tin g  of even the city  itself, they  could very well employ th e ir own sta tion  in Spencer-street, 
and our sta tion  a t the  other end, and one or tw o o ther stations as w ell before they  got the w ork done. Our 
station  is very contiguous to a large quan tity  of excellen t ligh ting  in  P u n t H ill and South Y arra , th a t is 
w ith in  the city  district. I  believe it  w ould also command E ast M elbourne very well, in fact I  should th ink 
th a t  th a t station m igh t take every th ing  from w here we are a t p resent in th a t direction, and the  present 
C ity  C ouncil’s station could take  the  o ther side, and the tw o together, w orking the ir utm ost, would not by 
any m eans equal the  electric ligh ting  of th e  city  of M elbourne.

396. Can you give th e  Com m ittee any estim ate of the  proportionate am ounts w hich have been 
expended by your com pany in  the city  proper and the suburbs upon buildings and mains ?— T he cost of 
th e  Russell-place station, land, buildings, and m achinery comes to about £16,000. T he  Richm ond station, 
a ll taken together, appears to be som ething like £60,000, including th e  share of m ains for each. T he 
R ussell-place station is in the centre of the  city, and fully  tw o-th irds of the  curren t originated in the 
R ichm ond station  comes into the  city. T h e  ligh ting  in P rah ran , Richm ond, and M alvern is very scattered 
and does not am ount to very m uch, though it  spreads over a very long distance.

397. B y  the Hon. F. S . Grimwade.— Is th a t a th ird  of the whole ?— I f  you count the  two stations I  
th in k  it  w ould be more likely one-quarter th an  one-th ird  ; certa in ly  tw o-th irds, and possibly three- 
quarters, of our revenue comes from  the city.

398. B y  M r. Wood.— H ow  m any persons does your com pany employ ?— T he num ber varies a little . 
On the las t w ages-sheet th a t I  looked a t to-day it  showed 54 persons ; you m ay say it  varies from  50 to 
60. W e used to employ a good deal more in the good times, but we w ere doing a good deal of m anufac
turing  as well as ligh ting , bu t our m anufacturing  is alm ost dead now, so we had to re trench  largely and 
send aw ay a num ber of hands. T he  w eekly w ages cheque runs, as a rule, a little  over £100 . A t one 
tim e, during the  m anufacturing days, it used to be £15 0  more frequently , and at the  present tim e I  do not 
th in k  it  is ever under £100  ; I  th in k  it m ight be called from £ 1 0 0  to £120.

399. T hough  there  has been a falling  off in the am ount paid for w ages, because you have ceased to 
do so m uch m anufacturing, has there been a falling off in  the  area w hich you lig h t ?— T h a t is always 
increasing.

400. N o tw ithstand ing  th e  bad tim es ?— N otw ithstand ing  the  bad times. I  m ay say th a t our 
business is' changing som ew hat in  character ; we are to some ex ten t losing our large ligh ting  and getting  
a considerable num ber of sm all consumers instead. F o r exam ple, I  do not th ink  they  take  nearly as much 
lig h t a t th e  P ub lic  L ib rary  as they  used to, and of la te  years the  theatres have been closed sometimes for 
a considerable tim e, bu t on the  other hand the  num ber of sm all consumers is alw ays increasing.

401. So th a t, on the  whole, th e  quan tity  of ligh t supplied has been increasing ?— Yes. I  th ink  we 
are sending out more current now  than  we have ever done before. T h ere  is no sign o f falling off in the 
am ount of curren t sent out. T h e  Richm ond engines are too heavily  loaded ; they  are loaded beyond w hat 
I  th in k  is desirable a t th e  present tim e.

402. U p  to the  present tim e your com pany has not been very successful as regards dividends to 
shareholders ?— I  th in k  we paid a sm all dividend on two occasions ; the  last one w as some years ago. Our 
presen t position is th is— we entered  in to  a large undertak ing  about the  year 1889-90 for th is Richm ond 
station. W e had hopes then  of ge tting  a considerable am ount of c a p ita l ; we involved ourselves in 
engagem ents for m achinery, buildings, and so forth, and we w ere d isappointed in g e tting  the capital. T he 
re su lt was th a t we had to get in to  debt, partly  to  the  bank aqd partly  to the people who supplied us w ith 
m achinery, and w h a t profits we have m ade— and we have made some profits— have alw ays gone into 
cap ita l tow ards paying for the m achinery. W e are m aking the m achinery pay for itself ; we are gradually 
im proving our position.

403. Supposing th a t m atters rem ain as they  are— th a t is, th a t the  c ity  of M elbourne confines itself 
to ligh ting  the streets o f M elbourne and any public buildings th a t belong to the  corporation— have you 
a reasonable prospect o f  your com pany paying  fair dividends to its shareholders in the  course of a few
years ?— I  certain ly  th in k  so ; w e are reducing our indebtedness steadily , and the end of th a t process
would be th a t w e should have a very valuable property  w ith  a com paratively sm all share list, and then we 
ought to be able to pay  fa ir dividends, assum ing we are allowed to go on as a t present and tha t there  is the 
s ligh test re tu rn in g  p rosperity  of the colony. I  th in k  our prospects are decidedly hopeful.

404. Y our first station was the  first sta tion  in all A u stra lia  ?— I  believe so.
405. A re you acquainted w ith  the  electric ligh ting  in other cities of A u stra lia  and N ew  Z ealand?— 

I  have been in A delaide, Sydney, and B risbane.
406. Do you know  from  inform ation th e  sta te  of the  electric ligh ting  in o ther places ?—I  have 

heard  a little  about th e  N ew  Zealand cities.
407. How does electrical enterprise as developed in M elbourne compare w ith  w hat has been developed 

in  o ther cities and tow ns ?— T here is no comparison. M elbourne is the  only place w here there is any 
electrical en terprise w orth  m entioning. T here  is no large cen tral sta tion  in Sydney supplying current 
largely  to consum ers ; th e re  are only local installations.



408. B y  the Hon. F. S. Gfrimwade.— W here does all the electric ligh t come from in Sydney ?— A  lot 
of little engines in the cellars ; each man has a little  engine and dynamo in his cellar ; the  Palace H otel 
here is the same. The B risbane one is the only public central station th a t I  have seen in A ustra lia  outside 
of M elbourne. I  th ink  I  have heard there is one in W ellington, but I  have not been there. I  have been in 
Dunedin, bu t there was no sign of anyth ing  of the  sort there.

409. B y  M r. Wood.— Before the A ct of 1882 w as passed in G reat B ritain , had electric lighting been 
established on any extensive scale ?— C ertainly n o t ; there  was only a little  experim ental lighting on the 
Tham es Em bankm ent and on the  A venue de k Opera in P aris.

410. A t tha t tim e there  were no vested interests to consult?— No, certainly not.
411. B y  M r. B o x .— A re you sure of th a t? — I  can only speak to the best of m y knowledge. I  was 

in P aris  about 1879 ; the  electric business was years la ter in any considerable development.
412. B y  M r. Wood.— Besides your company, there  is the A lcock L igh ting  Company and another 

company ?— Yes.
413. Y ours and the A lcock Company carry on operations, on a much more extensive scale than the 

third one ?— I  believe so. I  have not seen the  works of the th ird  company for years ; it is not a company, 
but a private venture, so there are no public balance-sheets. I t  is the establishm ent of M r. Draper, i t  used 
to be the U nion Com pany ; his station  is near the hospital, bu t to w hat ex ten t the  lighting  is carried on I  
cannot say.

414. Is there  any reason w hy the  ligh ting  of buildings by electricity  cannot be as cheaply and 
efficiently carried out by companies as by corporations, assum ing there is no monopoly given ?— M y 
impression is th a t on the whole the company m anagem ent ought to be the more econom ical; we generally 
find private people do better th an  public bodies.

415. H ave you compared from the Board of T rade returns or any other documents the prices charged 
by electric ligh ting  companies in G reat B rita in  w ith  those charged by local bodies ?— I  have an analysis 
of the Board of T rade re tu rns for the year 1894 published in L ig h tn in g , 20th  Ju ly , 1895. T here seems 
to be very little  difference in the prices charged. I  see public companies charging 6^., 5d., 4£d., a little  
over 6d., and one 7d., w hile the  companies run  very m uch the same.

416. Can you give the Com m ittee any inform ation as to the  num ber of electric stations owned by 
local bodies or corporations, and the num ber owned by companies ?— I  th ink  the num bers are 18 electric 
lighting system s owned by local authorities and 27 owned by companies.

417- Can you m ention one or tw o very large towns in E ngland  where the lighting  is done by com
panies ?— Birm ingham  is ligh ted  by a company, N ew castle-O n-Tyne is another town. London is lit by 
companies, and so is Liverpool.

418. D id you hear the  evidence of M r. C layton as to  the  funds a t present in the possession of the 
City Council available for electric ligh ting  ?— Yes, th a t there was £50,000 left.

419. T here  was £125,000 borrowed, £75,000 was spent and £50,000 was available for private lighting 
— would th a t be sufficient, or any th ing  like sufficient, to supply the am ount of p rivate ligh ting  w hich is 
now perform ed by these companies ?— I  do not th ink  it  would be sufficient to replace the companies, and 
the lighting  done by the companies is a mere no thing to the  ligh ting  th a t m ight be done.

420. H ave you gone into any calculations as to the  expense of lighting , per lamp ?— T aking  
16 candle-power lam ps, and tak ing  the  experience o f the companies in M elbourne, I  th ink  it  is som ething 
like £6  or £ 7  a lam p ; it would be about £ 4  for an 8-candle lam p.

421. H ow  many lam ps do the companies supply in M elbourne ?— I  do not know  the exact n u m b er; 
it is a very large number.

422. A ll the th ree companies do not supply anything like the whole area of the city of M elbourne ? 
— Certainly not. T h e  am ount of gas ligh ting  is enormous compared w ith  th e  amount of electric lighting. 
You may go miles in m any parts  of M elbourne w ithout seeing an electric ligh t in a house.

423. B y  the Hon. F. S. B rim w ade.— Is it  20 to 1 ?— I  should th ink  there m ust be a t least ten  times 
as m any gas-burners as electric ligh ts ; th a t is only an im pression, but, after all, it is only in two or three of 
the principal streets th a t you see any electric light. Y ou may go tw o miles from the Post-office up to my 
residence and not see an electric ligh t in a building anyw here.

424. H ave you formed any estim ate as to w hat it  would cost the  C ity Corporation to supply private 
lighting to the  ex ten t to w hich the p resen t companies are a t  present supplying it ? My impression is th a t 
it would be som ething like £80,000 or £90 ,000—I  have not gone into an exact calculation, th a t is a rough 
guess. I  go by w h at the  companies have spent, and the city councils cannot buy m achinery cheaper than  
the companies.

425. I s  th a t in lam ps or in p lan t ?— T h a t would be building, m achinery, and conducting wires.
426. I f  yours and the o ther com panies are allowed to go on, you anticipate th a t in the course of a 

few years you w ill be receiving dividends ?— I  hope so. I  may say th a t before the great depression came on 
our prospects w ere very hopeful. T h e  depression has kep t us back and prevented us growing as we 
expected, but we have still m ade some little  progress. A  comparison betw een our assets and liabilities is 
more favorable now than  it w as four years ago; we have improved and increased our plant a little  and at 
the same tim e we have som ew hat reduced our liabilities.

427. B y  the Hon. the Ghavrmcm.—  A nd you have paid the in te rest?— W e have had to pay bank 
in terest all the  while on betw een £30 ,000  and £40 ,000; th a t is w here our dividends have largely gone 
we were pay ing  8 per cent, a good p a rt of th e  tim e.

Cross-exam ined by M r. Box.
428. I  understood you to say th a t the C ity  Council are not able to supply the qua-ntity of private 

lighting  w hich you and the  o ther companies do now supply ?— I  do not see how they  can do it.
429. T hen  there  is plenty of room for both  of you ?— Undoubtedly. _
430. A s far as your company is concerned, you need not fear the council in any way . ess e

council try  to take our business from us.  ̂ ,
431. T h e  council, as far as your concerned, are in no different position from any other company a

choose to come in ?— I  th ink  they  are. e . it. . .
432. You w ould not object to o ther com peting companies ?— I t  is no use our objecting

companies.



433. A nother company m igh t still come in  ?— Yes.
434. You th in k  you ought to be bought out ?-—I  th ink  we ought to be allowed to go on or else be 

bought out.
435. Y our company would have no objection w hatever to be allowed to go o n ?— C ertainly not.
436. Do you mean by going on th a t you should still have the monopoly th a t you have now ?— I  am 

not aware th a t w e have a monopoly ; we have tw o o ther companies competing w ith  us as well as the gas 
company.

437. Y our objection is th a t the corporation propose to ligh t private houses ?— Y es.
438. Because they  are going to do th a t you th in k  you ought to be bought out ?— I f  their lighting 

does not in terfere w ith  us we have no objection, bu t we fear th a t it w ill ; we fear their competing against 
us very  differently  from the  w ay we fear a company. T h e  C ity  Council has a great power and prestige, 
and ratepayers may w ant to placate the  C ity Council.

439. T he  same th ing  applies to o ther councils around M elbourne ?— No.
440. Y ou do not w ant the council to interfere w ith  your position?— N o.
441. W hether i t  is a corporation or another com pany you th ink  the rig h t th ing to be done by th a t 

corporation or other com pany is to buy you out ?— I t  is no use ta lk ing  about i t  w ith  another company 
because they  w ill not do so.

442. B u t because there  is a corporation in th e  question they  ought to buy you out ?— T hey should 
either buy us out or le t us go on.

443. W h at is th e  difference betw een th e  corporation and a com pany— do you object to the  corporation 
supplying electricity  to private  persons because you cannot compete w ith  them  ?— I do not th ink  there can be 
a fair com petition betw een a priva te  com pany and a corporation ; we th in k  they  may beat us unfairly.

444. You th ink  a company w ould not beat a corporation ?— I  do not th ink  they  would.
445. H ave you taken  th e  trouble to  exam ine the difference in price a t w hich corporations can supply 

electric lig h t as against private enterprise or p rivate companies ?— I  have looked th rough  the figures of the 
B oard of T rade  returns, and I  find th ey  are m uch about the same, and some of the corporations are losing 
money.

446. W ould you be astonished to hear th a t in  E ngland  an average of eighteen m unicipalities are 
producing electric lig h t a t 4d. a unit, and the price charged is 5 fd . per unit, and as to companies, the 
average cost o f production of 52 companies is 413g-d. per unit, and the price charged is 6 |d . ,  so th a t eighteen 
m unicipalities are supplying electric lig h t a t 5 fd ., and the companies are doing it a t b^d.?— T h a t is just 
about m y calculation.

447. T h a t is to  say th a t th e  m unicipalities can afford, righ tly  or w rongly, to supply electric ligh t 
considerably cheaper th an  the  companies ?— I  th ink  I  can exp lain  th a t ; it  is no t considerably cheaper, it 
is only a sm all difference. T he  companies w ere earlier in  the field and have had to buy the ir experience ; 
they  have had to fight the b a ttle  and lose the ir money, and now the  m unicipalities are coming in  borrowing 
cheap money and tak in g  advantage of th e  experience th a t the  companies have purchased, and then they 
can do it only 9 per cent, cheaper.

448. Y ou do not object to th e  corporation com peting w ith  you?— I  do.
449. W hy ?— I  do not th ink  they  can com pete fairly .
450. W hy w ill you not le t them  have a try  ?— I  th in k  they  w ill compete w ith  us w ith  a handicap.
451. Y ou are in  the  field, you have every th ing  in  fron t of you— are you not handicapped ; is it not 

alw ays the  case th a t in an  undertak ing  beginners generally lose?— Yes.
452. If  the  beginners generally lose in an  undertaking, do you th in k  any other corporation or com

pany coming in should buy th e  losers out ?— I  th in k  so. I t  is w h a t the G overnm ent have done w ith  the 
private railw ays. W e are not losing money now ; we are ju s t getting  up to the point of doing well.

453. Y ou say th a t company m anagem ent is more economical th an  corporation m anagem ent ?— I  think 
the  tendency is th a t way.

454. H as the proof of the  pudding been in the  eating ; did you ever know  in th is w orld any com
mercial undertak ing  th a t did not cost more w hen m anaged by a com pany th an  w hen m anaged by a private 
individual— a person who has his own in terest a t stake can beat any company ?— I  th ink  so. I  th ink  a
private individual has th e  advantage of a company, and a company the  advantage of a public body.

455. H ave you taken  the  trouble to  study the resu lt o f m unicipalization of electric ligh ting  and gas
in some of those cities ?— I  have looked th rough  these figures.

456. Do those figures bear out w hat you say ?— I  th in k  they  need some qualification or explanation.
457. H as it  not been a m ost m arked success in some of the  cities in the  U nited  K ingdom  ?— I  am 

told  it has been very successful in the case of gas. I  have not been able to inquire into all the  circum
stances, bu t I  have a g reat difficulty in understanding how a public body can beat a company.

458. Y ou th ink  they  ought not to be allowed a chance ?— I th ink  it  is best not. I  am not a 
socialist.

459. H ave you noticed the B radford  experim ent ?— I  th in k  the  resu lt is here ; it is the  second on 
the list.

460. H as th a t been a success ?— Y es, tha t seems to be a success.
461. H as M anchester been a success ?— Y es, a fa ir success.
462. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— A t M anchester— w hat is the  profit made ?— T hey  distributed in 

in terest, dividends, and so forth , £3 ,500  on a capital of £12 8 ,0 0 0 ; th a t  is about equal to our railw ays at 
present. I t  says here— “ Profit, 5 per cen t.;” bu t I  do not see how the figures fit in.

463. B y  M r. B o x .— T h ey  have reduced the  price of electricity  in M anchester from 8d. to 6d. ?— 
Yes ; they  ought to do it for 3d. or 4d. if we do it  for 6d. here.

464. M y re tu rn  says— “ T he revenue for the  year in th is  branch am ounted to £26,000, leaving a 
gross profit of £16 ,000  on the  year.” You say th e  City C orporation would m ake a good th ing  if they bought 
your R ichm ond establishm ent ?— If  they  bought it for w h at i t  cost us they  w ould have a very good thing 
for the  money.

465. C annot the corporation officers supply  from th e ir own w orks electric ligh t a ll th rough the 
city ?— U ndoubtedly  they  can for the  streets.

466. Is  the  distance from  the  central sta tion  too g reat to  supply th e  ligh t ?— Y ou can supply light 
a t tw en ty  miles if you like.



467. Then what necessity is there to buy your station ?—They would get a high-class station, to a 
large extent a duplicate of their own, they would be able to do a lot more lighting, and, reducing the 
distance at which it is done, would reduce the cost a little.

468. There is nothing difficult in the delivery of electric energy from that eta/tion ?—No, it can be 
done to a distance of twenty miles, but distance means loss.

469. B y  the H on. F. S. Grimwade.—I-Ias that loss been discovered ?—Yes, we know pretty well 
what it is—it depends upon the size of the leads ; you must either have a certain loss of efficiency or you 
must sink an extra amount of money in extra sized leads—it is not a large amount, but it is something.

470. B y Mr. Box.— You think the corporation ought to buy your station at Richmond, instead of 
leading this electric light from their present station ?—I  think it would be a good thing to do. I  consider 
that all the electricity they could produce in Spencer-street might be consumed on the west side of Parlia
ment House, and then would not light the town by a long way.

471. Your company was first a very small one ?— Yes.
472. I t  was wound up ?—I t  was absorbed by the second company.
473. W hat did the second company pay for the small one ?—£5,000.
474. W hat happened to the second company ?— The second company was wound up and absorbed 

in the third company.
475. W hat did the third eofnpany pay in cash to the second one ?— The payment was in shares ; 

I  think it was 16,000 shares.
476. How much were the shares paid up to ?— The shares that were given were £1 shares.
477. They have never received any dividend 'on those shares from that day to this ?—There have 

been one or two small dividends paid, but very trifling, not worth mentioning.
478. Was the first £5,000 paid in shares ?— Yes.
479. Have you a balance-sheet for 1895 ?—No.
480. You make a return to the Registrar-General ?—I  believe so.
481. T hat return shows that altogether in your company you have only 10,894 shares paid up to £1 ? 

—I  cannot explain t h a t ; I  cannot go behind this balance-sheet ; that is duly audited.
482. I  am told that your company has returned to the Registrar-General a total amount of shares 

paid up of 10,894 ?—I  cannot check tha t at present. I  would say in the first place there were, I  think,
16,000 given to the shareholders of the old company in return for the whole of their property, which cost 
more than double tha t in actual cost. Then a large number of shares have been forfeited for non-payment 
of calls. The share account is in a very complicated state.

483. W hen did you, as chairman of the company, first hear that the City Corporation, and in fact 
any of the municipalities, rightly or wrongly, were under the impression that they were entitled to light 
private houses ?—I  cannot give the date, but it is quite recently.

484. Do you remember making an agreement w ith the corporation?—Yes.
485. I t  must have been before that ?—No.
486. When your company wished to come into the city ?— We have been in the city for the last 

fifteen years.
487. You were on the house-tops?—We were in the streets. We had poles up several-streets.
488. The only poles that you had were put up by the Government ?—Yes.
489. Where were they ?— Several in Russell-street. I  think we had some in L ittle Bourke-street.
490. W ere you electric lighting in the city except on those poles that were subsequently bought by 

the corporation ?—Yes, we ran our wires over the houses in some cases.
491. Was that w ith the consent of the householders ?—Yes, we paid them ; we paid them pepper

corn rents. We are doing that now in some cases.
492. You recollect making an agreement w ith the corporation to come into the city with your light

ing wires ?— There was an arrangement with the corporation.
493. T ha t was brought before you, as chairman ?—Yes.
494. Can you say when your company entered into that ?—I  have not the date of that.
495. W as it  not about 1891 ?—I  think so. I  cannot say the exact date.
496. Do you say that you do not know that, either rightly or wrongly, not only the City Council, 

but the local bodies round Melbourne, informed you th a t they were also going to light private houses ?
I  do not know it now.

497. Not that the corporations contend tha t they are entitled to light private houses ? Do you 
mean the City Council or the surrounding municipalities ?

498. Did you not know perfectly well when you asked to come into the city with your wires, under 
this agreement, that either the corporation or the municipalities intended to light private houses ? I  did 
not. I  have no recollection of hearing of it.

499. You recollect communicating w ith the council agreeing to the stringent terms imposed upon 
you ?—W e agreed to the terms with all the councils—that we were to remove our wires at a certain notice ; 
that we took as a matter of course. . . . .

'500. You know the agreement that you had with the council ?—Yes ; this is it \jproaucmg the
same],

501. You recollect that provision about the three months’ notice ?—Yes. ^
502. A t tha t time you were doing no public lighting in the city ?—I  am not aware t-nat we ave

any public lighting in the city now. , . . . «
503. B ut a t the time this contract was entered into you were doing no street lighting m e ci y o 

Melbourne ?—No.
504. This had reference then only to wires in private houses ?— Yes.
505. Look a t the last clause but two. You were doing no public lighting then, an you were

asking leave to run private wires into the city of Melbourne ?—Yes.  ̂ _ .
506. You say you did not think the corporation was going to do private l i g h t i n g  . —Certainly no .
507. Then how is it possible to explain that clause—that they may take your wires, which were 

alone for private lighting, if  the corporation were not going to do private lighting ? I  cannot raw a
meaning from it. . t,v v d

508. How could the corporation interfere with you if  they were only going to do public hghtingana 
not interfere as private suppliers?—In  many ways ; they might ask us to remove our wires. W e have



often been asked by the P o st Office and the City Council to move our wires because they were in the road. 
T h a t is w hat I  understand th a t clause to mean ; it  is a general provision to allow for any little adjustm ent 
to suit any special requirem ent.

509. D id you read any of the A rg u s  reports in 1891 of the discussions th a t took place in the City 
Council as to private lighting ?— I  cannot say I  recollect it. I  may say I  was away from the colony a 
considerable tim e in 1891. I  may have been in Europe or A m erica at the tim e.

510. Before you w ent away, do you recollect a scheme being proposed to the City Council th a t they 
should form a tru s t and buy all the  companies out ?— I  cannot call th a t to mind.

511. W ere you present yourself advocating th is scheme in the council on the 16th of September, 
1891?— T h a t was a few  days before I  left for E ngland—T cannot call it to mind.

512. T he report mentions th a t you were present w ith  M r. F ink  and [others representing the 
A ustralian  E lectric  Company— do you remember th a t ?— I  cannot call it to mind. I  have forgotten the 
incident, bu t I  do not see the bearing of it.

513. T his scheme of yours referred to both public and private lig h ting?— I  presume so.
514. W ere you not engaged in  doing an enormous amount of private lig h tin g ?— Certainly.
515. T hen this m ust have referred to private lighting  ?— Yes.
516. You. w anted the  tru s t to buy the companies out. Y our evidence is to the effect tha t your 

company was led to employ a large am ount of capital under the impression th a t the cities and corporations 
never intended to touch private lighting , and you say you had no knowledge of the  intention of the city to 
lig h t p rivate houses; is th a t so, w hen you asked the corporations to lend their aid to buy the whole of the 
companies out, and they  point-blank refused ?— I  suppose they did, bu t I  have no recollection of the 
incident, and I  do not see the  bearing of it.

517. Do you rem em ber Mr. C arter m aking a lot of rem arks about private ligh ting  on the 8th of 
Septem ber ?— I  do not.

518. Do you remember the A lcock Bill being presented to Parliam ent ?— I  have some recollection 
of it, but I  was on the eve of leaving for Europe at the time, and was very busy about private affairs.

519. I  understood you to say th a t in 1882, w hen the A ct was passed, there were no companies to 
speak o f in existence in E ngland  ?— N ot to m y knowledge.

520. Do you know  th a t the E lectric  Company, w ith  a paid-up capital of £ 1 50 ,000 ; the Fitzgerald 
Company w ith  a capital of £100,000, and the D ublin Company, w ith a capital of £150,000 were in 
existence ?— I  was not aw are of it. W ere they  no t m anufacturing companies?

521. N o; all lighting companies. I f  th a t is true, do you qualify your evidence ?— I  do not deny it.
522. Y ou said there  were no companies to speak of in existence. T here are three w ith  £400,000 

paid-up cap ita l?— Y es. M y im pression is, they  were largely m anufacturing companies supplying material 
to steamers and so forth.

523. T h e  1882 A ct did not take  the trouble to protect them  a t a ll?— A pparently  not.
524. Do you know w hat the  lam p capacity of the  station a t R ichm ond is ?— I  know w hat the  horse

power of the engines is.
525. H ow  many lam ps will it ligh t ?— I t  is partly  arc lig h t and partly  incandescent. T here are at 

present thr.ee large alternators w hich take about 300 horse-power each to drive them; those are reckoned at 
about 2000, six teen candle-power each. I f  you reduce it to eight candle-power lamps you may multiply 
th a t by two. There are three alternators in use, and a fourth w ill shortly  be.

526. A re you running at R ichm ond to the to tal capacity of the station ?— P re tty  nearly ; we have 
no stand-by a t present.

527. I f  anything happened the whole th ing  w ould go out ?— No, a th ird  of it would go out, not the 
whole of it.

528. H ave you noticed th is incandescent ligh t lately in th is cham ber— the W ellsbach ? —Yes, it is
fair.

529. I t  is better than  the electric ligh t ?— No, certainly not.
530. Do you ever go down the streets of P rah ran  ?—'Yes.
531. Do you look at the incandescent ligh ts th e re?— Yes, and the  arc lights there too.
532. W hat lam p capacity  are you supplying in M elbourne?— I  cannot divide it  up. W e have our 

three big alternators at Richmond, the fu ll capacity of w hich is 2,000 sixteen candle-power lamps each. 
W e have two alternators in B ourke-street w ith a capacity of about 1,000 sixteen candle-power lamps each

' — the G anz alternators ; and we have another of about 500 sixteen candle-pow er lamps. In  addition to
that, we have an arc p lan t down in Richm ond running 30 or 40 arc lamps. H ow  it is divided I  cannot 
say, but I  should say th a t about tw o-th irds of th e  Richm ond ligh t comes to M elbourne. T h a t could be 
ascertained as closely as you wish.

The witness w ithdrew .

A djourned  to W ednesday next, a t Three o’clock.

W E D N E S D A Y , 2 n d  O C T O B E R , 1895 .

M embers p re sen t:
T he H on. FI. C u t h b e k t , in  the  C hair ;

T he  Hon. J .  H . A bbott 
J .  B alfour 
J .  B ell
F . S. G rim w ade

T he Hon. A . O. Sachse
L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . Sargood 
N . T horn ley  
D. E . M cB ryde.

W illiam  C. K ernot fu rth er exam ined.
533. B y  M r. M addock .— You represent the  N ew  A ustralian  E lectric  Company ?— Yes.
534. Is  it not a fact th a t in every m unicipality w here your company is supplying light, you first 

applied to th a t m unicipality for permission to come in ?— I  believe so.
535. T h a t is, th a t you did not in any case come in  a t the  invitation of the m unicipality, but a t your 

own request ?— A t our own request, as far as I  can recollect.



W. C. Kernot, 
2nd October, 1895.

536. And in every case I  believe you made some terms and conditions w ith the municipalities 
Yes, agreements were drawn up. e

537. A nd I  presume, too, th a t those agreements were approved of, and were satisfactory to your 
company ?— We took them as the best we could g e t ; we should have liked more favorable terms but 
beggars cannot be choosers. *

538. In  any case, did you find the municipalities beat you down in terms ?— The municipalities 
have beaten us down in respect to the price of lighting.

539. Was it that they beat you down as to price only, not as to other terms ?—I  do not remember
them beating us down, but the thing was done in consultation. They decided what terms they would ask
of us, and we had no choice but to agree to them.

, 540- Did y °u suggest other terms th a t they would not agree to ?—I  cannot remember a t this time.
We did our best to get favorable terms I  know, but we had to move diplomatically.

541. Your company supplies the city of P rahran  w ith light ?— Yes.
542. Has your company had any complaints as to the nature of the light supplied to Prahran ?—

There have been the usual small complaints now and then ; a lamp being blown out by the wind or a 
dirty glass ; I  can recollect nothing beyond that. ’

543. W ould if be correct to say tha t the complaints have been constant and persistent ever since 
your company has been supplying Prahran ?— I  do not think it would— not to my knowledge. Of course 
with a numbei of lights you will always have small complaints. I  know of no im portant complaint.

544. Have repeated official complaints from the corporation been made to you as to the nature of 
the light supplied by your company ?— Occasionally small complaints have been made to us, but they have 
been comparatively rare.

545. Have you w ith you any of the letters of complaint from the corporation ?—No, I  can get them 
if you like. The corporation have done remarkably well out of us, I  know that.

,546. Your desire is tha t the corporations should purchase the interests of the companies. I  think
you said at last meeting th a t the three stations for electric light would be of advantage to the corporations__
is tha t so ?— Yes.

547. Is  it  not a fact th a t both Birmingham and M anchester are fully supplied from one station ? — 
I  am not aware tha t it is ; in fact, I  believe th a t they are only very partially supplied.

548. Do you know whether they have more than one station to supply either of those two large 
cities ?— I  do not. I  know nothing but w hat is on tha t return from Lightning , handed in at the last 
meeting.

549. Do you not take the Electrical Review ?—Yes.
550. Do you not find there th a t Birmingham and Manchester are both supplied from one central 

station ? My reading did not make th a t absolutely certain. I t  gave the capital expended, which struck 
me as being extrem ely small for a large city.

551. Would you be surprised to know that those places are supplied from one centre ?—I  do not 
believe they are anything like fully supplied. I  should be astonished to know that they were fully supplied 
from one centre.

552. Would not one central station be sufficient to supply Melbourne and suburbs ?— If it were big 
enough, but two or three would do just as well, or rather better, as getting nearer to the work.

553. You th ink they are necessary, taking the size of Melbourne and suburbs?—I  do not say it is 
necessary, but I  th ink on the whole it m ight be argued tha t it  was desirable—that two stations at opposite 
ends would be as good as one, if not a little  better.

554. Your engines at Richmond, you say, are fully employed ? — Nearly.
555. W as not your statem ent last time that they were too heavily loaded ?— Occasionally they are. 

I  may say tha t the Richmond station is doing about as much as it can.
556. How  would you propose to extend the light under those circumstances ?—We are extending 

it. Our engine-room is capable of accommodating three times the lighting power we have.
557. T hat is, you could put in additional engines ?— Yes ; and we are doing that at the present

time.
558. Then the way in which you would supply and extend your light would be to add more 

engines ?— Yes, until we fill up th a t station, and then we should like to get a station at the other end of 
the town.

559. Is it a fact th a t the A. U. Alcoek Electric L ight Company and yourselves have agreed on the 
price at which you supply ligh t ?— Yes, we are working together a t present at a very low price.

560. B y  the Hon. the Chawmam,.— W hat is th a t price ?— 6d. a unit without, or 7d. with, lamp 
renewals, which is wonderfully low when you consider the circumstances.

561. B y  M r. Maddock.— H ave you many customers at 6d. ?— Yes, all our meter customers are 
paying 6d. without, and 7d. w ith, lamp renewals.

562. Do you remember Mr. Draper issuing a circular, offering to supply electricity at a price lower 
than you are doing, about the beginning of this year ?— I  think I  have some dim recollection of it. There 
were several discussions or disputes.

563. H e issued a circular offering to supply light to customers at a less price than you generally ?—■ 
I  will not say it was not so. I  remember something about it. I  do not see how he could do it.

564. Is  it not a fact th a t you and the other company met together and forced Mr. Draper to w ith
draw that circular on terms of underselling him and cutting him righ t out ?—I  cannot say that—I  do not 
remember that.

565. W as not th a t the result, that he w ithdrew the circular ?— I  think Mr. Draper could explain that 
better than I  can. I  had nothing to do w ith it personally, and my recollection of it is very vague. I t  was 
a m atter tha t was left to our executive officers.

x 566. W as not it a m atter of intense importance to your companies?— I do not know that it was, 
because Mr. D raper’s plant is very small, comparatively.

567. You are aware, I  suppose, th a t the municipalities a t home, in every case where they have 
works, supply private light ?—I  cannot say th a t I  am certain of it in every case.

568. Have you any doubt of it whatever?.—I  cannot possibly say j they may for aught I  know—* 
I  believe th a t some of them do.



569. Do you know  one single m unicipality  a t home th a t has an electric lig h t order th a t is not doing 
it  ?— No, I  cannot nam e one.

570. H ave you any reason to im agine th a t the m unicipalities here would be on a different footing from 
the  m unicipalities a t home ?— T he m unicipalities at home have not displaced private w orks th a t I  know of.

571. H ave you reason to suppose th a t the  m unicipalities here would act differently from th e  muni- 
cinalities a t home ?—(The H o n . the Chairm an objected.)

572. B y  M r. M addock.— W hen you established your electric ligh t w orks here, I  suppose you were 
going on E ng lish  precedent— you had  E ng lish  exam ple before you ?— I  hardly know th a t we had, fourteen 
years ago— we certainly had very  little . W e were am ongst the pioneers, i t  seems to me.

573. W here did you ge t the ideas from ?— I  did not sta rt it. I f  you subpoena the Honorable Jam es 
Service he m ight te ll you som ething about i t —he was in  it at the  beginning, I  came in a little  later. I t  
seemed to me a useful public im provem ent, and a th ing  to be supported, and then  it grew.

574. B y  M r. W ood.— Y ou have been asked about the single station in B irm ingham  and M anchester, 
do you know anyth ing  about it really  1— I  have never visited the electric station in  either B irm ingham  
or M anchester.

575. Can you tell the  Com m ittee w hether the  area of M elbourne and suburbs is greater or less than 
th e  area of B irm ingham  and M anchester ?— From  a few  short visits to those towns my im pression is th a t 
they  are m uch more com pact places than  M elbourne, w ith  a m uch denser population— M elbourne is a 
singularly  scattered place.

576. A t the  last m eeting you were asked as to the  percentage of current in M elbourne and the 
suburbs respectively, and I  th ink  you have some more detailed inform ation on the point ?— I  answ ered then 
from  my general inform ation. I  now have the exact figures for the past th ree and a half years. A s to the 
am ount of money paid by consumers in  M elbourne and in the suburbs I  can give it  for every half-year, or the 
aggregate sum. T he aggregate sum is w ith in  a very little  of £50,000 for M elbourne and £10,000 for the 
suburbs in  three and a ha lf years. T his shows the revenue— \Jianding in  fo llo w in g  return ] :—

L IG H T IN G  R E V E N U E .
Melbourne. Suburbs. Total.

£  s. d. £  s. d. £  s. d.
months ending— 

30th June, 1892 7,564 16 8 1,137 14 8 8,702 11 4
31st December, 1892 8,143 1 4 1,416 9 6 9,559 10 10

Year 1892.................... 15,707 18 0 2,554 4 2 18,262 2 2

30th June, 1893 7,180 1 2 1,438 5 3 8,618 6 5
31st December, 1893 6,934 12 10 1,461 13 8 8,396 6 6

Year 1893.................... 14,114 14 0 2,899 18 11 17,014 12 11

30th Jline, 1894 6,571 4 11 1,573 18 4 8,145 3 3
31st December, 1894 6,770 10 10 1,629 7 9 8,399 18 7

Year 1894 .................... 13,341 15 9 3,203 6 1 16,545 1 10

30th June, 1895 6,523 12 8 1,719 17 0 8,243 9 8

?otal 3J years ending 30th 
June, 1895 ................ 49,688 0 5 10,377 6 2 60,065 6 7

T here is a small correction necessary to th is re tu rn  ; our officers have counted South Y arra  and Jolim ont 
as suburbs, w hereas they  are w ithin the city boundary of M elbourne. I f  th a t correction were made it 
w ould m ake the  M elbourne am ount a little  more and the suburban a little  less, so you m ay say £60,000 for 
M elbourne and  £10,000 for suburbs in  3^ years. T he re tu rn  commences w ith  th e  beginning of 1892, and 
goes on to the  30th of Ju n e , 1895.

577. T hen you were asked a question as to the companies, Nos. 1, 2, and 3— you were asked as to 
the  num ber of shareholders in company No. 2 ?— I  m ade a little  m istake there.

578. A  question was pu t to you as to accidents ; your company have been a t w ork for fourteen 
years ?— Y es.

579. H ow  m any fa ta l accidents have there  been during th a t tim e ?— Three. ^
580. One was th a t referred  to already in the  course of this inquiry— the accident in  B ussell-street ?

— Yes. _
581. H ow  did th a t take  place ?— T he circum stances of th a t accident w ere these :— I t  took place 

on the  28th of M ay, 1892. A  violent thunderstorm  took place, our w ires in  R ussell-street, struck by 
lio'htning, fused, and fell to th e  ground. A  crowd collected, and the people w ere w arned not to touch the 
wires on any a c c o u n t; how ever, in spite of the w arning, one m an persisted  in  in terfering  w ith  the  wires ; 
he got a violent shock, and was unable to le t go. A  second man tried  to remove him  and fell dead it 
w as” the second man, not the  m an th a t interfered w ith  the wires, who fell dead. On the p o s t -m o r te m  
tak in g  place, th a t m an’s h ea rt w as found to be in such a sta te  of disease and degeneration th a t the  slightest 
th ing  would have killed him. T h a t is the  only accident to a member of the public.

582. T h e  wire gave visible signs of being dangerous by em itting sparks ?— I t  was sparking all over 
the  road, according to the evidence w e obtained— it was madness to touch it. A s to the two other 
accidents, one was ju s t  about the end of 1891. A  man nam ed Conway was killed by a  fall from a pole. 
T he account of the  inquest is in the H era ld  of the  4 th of Jan u a ry , 1892, and the  conclusion arrived at 
was th a t there  w as no evidence of electric shock.

583. T he th ird  accident was a t the w orks ?— T he th ird  accident occurred on the 17th of December, 
1890. A n  electric expert in our em ploym ent, nam ed P atison , was killed in  our engine-room. H e was killed 
by doing a m ost extraordinary  and unnecessary action w hich, if he had though t for a moment, he would 
have know n to be fatal. I n  fact, if the  man had  tried to kill h im self he could not have done it better. A t 
the  inquest we were exonerated from a ll blame a ltogether— the man m ust have been m ad w hen he acted as 
he did.



584. H ave you a t the works the means of checking or taking note of defective insulation ? Yes, we
test the wires from time to time to see if there is leakage.

585. Your company has been asked once or twice by the City Council to remove wires for purposes 
of conveniencing the council or some other such cause?— Yes.

586. Do you remember whether there have been frequent applications to you to remove the wires 
because they were unsafe ?— I  do not remember any such application. I  hold in my hand a letter from the 
City Council complaining th a t the insulation of certain wires of ours that had been up a number of years 
was not good, and asking us to rectify them— the date of the letter is the 9th of April, 1892. I t  mentions 
certain places where they consider our wires were not altogether safe. W e did at once what they required ; 
not that that is an admission on our part tha t things were dangerous, but simply that we wanted to culti
vate friendly relations.

587. As far as you remember, tha t is the only instance ?— T h at is the only letter. I  made inquiry 
at our office, and this is the only letter I  have found in which there is any complaint of an absolute defect 
in our work. The other letters only ask us to remove the wires from one pole to another, which we did in 
many cases to suit the convenience of the City Council.

588. Some evidence was given by Mr. Clayton as to possible danger to the employes of the city in 
handling wires, either for repair or any other purpose, on account of the wires of the company running on 
the same poles—w hat is your opinion on that ?— I believe in most, if not in every instance the city wares 
occupy the lowest position on the poles, consequently the city employes could reach those without any danger 
from the wires above. W here wires do not occupy the lowest position on the poles, no doubt care wall 
have to be exercised, but in the first place there are times when the current is off, which may be ascertained 
by inquiry, and when the current is off the wares may be touched w ith perfect impunity.

589. T h a t occurs every Sunday for several.hours ?— Yes, w ith our wires.
590. Supposing that on a week day it was necessary to remove a wire, w hat would be the course to 

ensure its being removed w ith perfect safety ?— If it could be arranged to stop the current, tha t would be 
done, but if the current were not stopped, nevertheless the wires could be dealt with by using proper care. 
I  do not think the care required in handling live wires is any greater than tha t necessary on the part of 
people working amongst machinery in motion.

591. As to the engine-power which you had in 1890 ?—In  the year 1890 we had eleven distinct 
steam engines devoted to the purposes of electric lighting in our two stations, and those eleven engines 
were capable of exerting 1,570 indicated horse-power. I t  is a larger power now ; we have more engine- 
power than the City Council has at the present time.

592. B y  the H on. the Chairmcm.— W hat is the present power?— They are the same engines in use, 
but we have about 300 horse-power more coming into use in the course of the next two or three months. 
We shall then be up to 1,870 horse-power if all the engines are in Use at one time.

593. B y  M r. Wood.— I  understood you to say th a t the rate you supply at is 6d. a un it?—Yes.
594. D id Mr. D raper on behalf of his company offer to supply at less than that ?— My recollection 

about that is not very clear. I  know there was some talk  early this year about electricity being supplied 
at a low rate, but I  did not pay a great deal of attention to it. I  knew that we have the best machinery 
obtainable, and felt confident we could supply it as cheaply as anybody.

595. B y  M r. B o x .— You know th a t point I  asked you about when we last met, about the meeting 
of the City Council ?— Yes.

596. You w ent there as the spokesman of the deputation— you were not then supplying public
lighting at all in the public streets ?— N ot in the  city.

597. W ere you doing th a t at P rahran  ?— Certainly.
598. T hat was in September, 1891 ?—Yes.
599. A nd not in Melbourne ?— We are not doing it in Melbourne now.
600. You were doing private lighting alone in Melbourne ?— Yes, and the Eastern Market.
601. I  understand your point is, th a t to do anything for the  City Corporation is public lighting ?— 

That is a m atter of definition.
602. I  understand you to say th a t you never knew and never dreamt th a t the council were going to 

do private lighting ?— No.
603. You w ent to the City Corporation about a trust solely w ith reference to private lighting—your 

suggestion to them was th a t a trust should be formed to do both ?— I  believe so. I  do not remember the 
thing very clearly.

604. Did you not say th a t in your speech ?.—I  may have said it.
605. T h a t you heard the City Corporation were going to commence starting their own works ?— 

I may have said that.
606. In  the face of w hat was going on then, you understood they were going to do the lighting in 

the streets only ?— Certainly. T ha t was my impression from the amount of money they were obtaining. I  
could not draw any other conclusion.

607. How much have they put into it ?— A little over £100,000.
608. T h a t is not the lim it they could put in ?— I  do not know of any limit, but I  looked on the 

scheme as a scheme for street lighting, and on the money obtained as a reasonable sum for doing street 
lighting.

609. W hat capital have you got expended in your company ?—I  think it is £77,000.
610. How many municipalities are you lighting now, as well as private lighting ?— We do not light 

municipalities ; we do a little lighting here and there where we can pick up a few crumbs. We will light 
for anybody who will pay us.

611. H ow many municipalities are you lighting ?— We are doing a little bit of lighting in Richmond, 
rather more in Prahran , and a trifle in Malvern. The capital expended in land, buildings, and plant is 
£77,632 16s. 2d.

612. B y  the Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir F. T. Sargood.— Does this £77,000 odd cover the whole 
expenditure ?— We took over the works of the old company at a very low rate.

613. B y  the Hon. the Chairmcm.— Docs th a t include the money borrowed on debentures?—Here is 
our balance-sheet, 31st December, 1894 :— Capital paid, £23,588; loans secured, £39,943. T hat has been 
since largely turned into debentures. Total, w ith the other items, £80,279 liabilities at that date, and

E l e c t r i c  L i g h t . d



xvhen xve have taken  over the property  and assets of the  other company at less than  half their true value, 
and a t certainly som ething like one-fourth of w hat they  cost, including paten t righ ts and so forth, it brings 
•the am ount up to som ething like £100,000.

614. B y  M r. B o x .— Does th a t £80,000 include the shares w hich you paid for those properties ?— 
Yes ; the  8,000 odd shares paid up to £1 th a t we gave to the old company.

615. H ow  m any paid-up shares are there  ?— A t the present tim e a great m any of them  have been 
forfeited. T he capital paid up altogether on the  shares is £23,588. T here  are a few  calls outstanding, 
bu t th a t is practically  the  num ber of shares.

616. I  am informed, according to your return  set out a t the  R egistrar-G eneral’s, th a t the whole 
am ount o f the shares paid up is £10,894 ?— A ll I  can say is, th is is our balance-sheet signed by a competent 
auditor.

617. N o doubt, bu t the officer who fills in th e  R egistrar-G eneral’s return  of the num ber of shares 
states the  tru th , I  suppose ?— Y es. A  large num ber of our shares have been forfeited.

618. A re there  not only 10,000 fully paid-up shares ?— V ery likely.
619. E ig h t thousand of those w ent to buy the  old company ou t?— Yes. I  can pu t in a complete 

statem ent of the state of our share capital if the  Com m ittee desire it. T he  fact is, we have works as 
extensive as the City Council.

620. A s w ell as I  can ge t a t it, the  am ount of money your company has pu t into this venture 
amounts to £23,588, including the  £8,000 w hich w ent in those shares ?— Yes.

621. T h a t is the money you have paid into it  as shareholders ?— Yes, bu t in other w ays also, for 
instance debenture-holders.

622. Y ou borrowed money and pu t it into th a t ?— I  am liable at presen t for £12,000 on debentures.
I  have an enormous responsibility in  connexion w ith  th is th ing .

623. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— I  suppose th a t £30,000, the secured loans, is to be repaid some 
tim e or other ?— Yes, certainly.

624. D id I  understand you to say th a t the  contract entered into w ith  the corporation of P rahran 
was a beneficial contract to th a t corporation ?— Y es, I  th ink  so. W e did stree t ligh ting  for them  on very 
low term s. W e did some g ratu itously— we gave them  some lights for nothing, and gave a great many 
more a t a very low rate. W e did no t expect to make m uch profit out of them , bu t we w anted to get our 
w ires through.

625. I  suppose conditions w ere laid down by the  corporation of P rah ran , ju st the  same as the 
council o f the  city of M elbourne prepared conditions and asked the company to accept them  ?— Yes.

626. T h e  company is in the position of e ither accepting th e  conditions or ceasing to supply the 
ligh ting  ?— Y es ; we w ere at the ir mercy. I  th ink  on the  whole they  treated  us very  well, b u t still we were 
in the ir hands.

627. I  understand you have been supplying lig h t a t the  ra te  of 6d. a un it in some cases and 7d. 
in  o thers?— T he standard price now w ith  all the  companies is 6d. per un it if the  consumer pays for the 
lamps, and 7d. i f  the  com pany supplies the lam ps— the lamps have to be renewed about every 1,000 hours 
of lighting.

628. H ow  does th a t charge contrast w ith  the charges in  E n g lan d ?— V ery  favorably.
629. W hat is the  average price in E ngland  ?— A ccording to the figures I  handed in on the last 

occasion I  th ink  5d. to 6d. Some are h igher than  ours and some a little  lower, but the  electric 
publications each year give statistics. C onsidering th a t we have to bring the bulk  of our stuff half round 
the world, and have to pay enormous duties on it, and have to deal w ith a town th a t is very scattered, 
compared w ith  m ost of the  E n g lish  tow ns, it  seems to me m arvellous th a t we can succeed as well as we 
do a t a price nearly the same as the  average E ng lish  price, practically.

630. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— Y ou have not been dividing any profits ?— W e have not been paying 
any dividends for some tim e, and we have paid bu t very few. On two occasions we paid a sm all dividend, 
bu t too small to be w orth  m entioning. O ur profits have been going to the reduction of our liability and 
for new m achinery. W e have been ex tending  the station and reducing our ex ternal liabilities for some 
years.

631. Is  there  any depreciation in the m achinery in consequence of new  inventions ?— N ot th a t I  
know  of. W e are very fortunate in having obtained a large p lan t w hich is of a type th a t is now generally 
accepted as being perm anent. T here is nothing, th a t I  know, o f any serious im portance th a t has come in 
since we obtained our p lan t a t Richm ond. I t  is practically  an up-to-date p lan t a t the present moment, and 
we keep it  in good order ; we do not allow  it to run  down.

632. B y  M r. M addock ( through the H on. the Chairm an).— You said th a t you had supplied free 
lig h t to P rah ran — for w h a t period was th a t supplied ; was it from the beginning of the agreem ent ?
I  cannot tell exactly  w hether they  are paying for them  now, bu t I  rem em ber w hen we started  w ith  P rahran 
it was arranged th a t we should give them  certain  arc ligh ts free.

633. I  believe th a t was for a period of th ree m onths only ?— Yes. I  know  we have been pressed 
down in price in P rahran .

634. W as not the condition d istinctly  imposed th a t there should be th ree m onths’ service of those 
arc ligh ts for your coming into the city of P ra h ra n  ?— I  cannot say certainly w hether it  was or not. I  do 
no t know  w hether they held th a t as a sine qua non. I  rem em ber th a t a t the  tim e we considered we were 
offering them  a little  inducem ent.

635. You said you have supplied lig h t ex tra  cheap to P rah ran  : was not the price for an  arc lamp 
£25 a year, and for incandescent lam ps, £5  a year ?— Y es, and I  th in k  th a t you w ill find th a t the Gas 
Company was charging more a t the  time. T he price has been considerably reduced since then.

The witness withdrew.

A lfred  U . A lcock exam ined.
636. B y  M r. Wood.~—You are connected w ith  the A lcock E lectric  L igh ting  Company ? I  am 

m anaging director and electrical engineer. I  expected  the  chairm an of the company, M r. M ountain, here 
to-day, but he is not well enough to a ttend. We commenced operations on the  1st of Septem ber, 1889, as 
a  public company.



637. You produce the memorandum of articles of association ?—Yes— ['the witness produced the
same] .

638. Did your company succeed some previous company ?— Yes ; a private concern carried on by 
Mr. H. U. Alcock twelve months before.

639. You have heard the evidence of Professor Kernot as to the state of electric lighting in 
Melbourne and suburbs—how was it at the time you commenced operations ?— The Australian Lighting 
Company was the only one in operation. They were supplying a few lights for Bourke-street, the theatres, 
and the E astern  M arket.

640. W hat were your first operations ?— The Opera House and a number of shops in Bourke-street, 
and some street lights in the centre of Russell-street.

641. How were those wires carried?— The majority over the house-tops. W e had a few carried 
down L ittle  Bourke-street on G-overnment poles.

642. Had your company contracts with any municipal corporations ?—In Richmond, Collingwood, 
and South Melbourne we supplied street lights, Richmond and Collingwood in 1890, and we have just 
lately supplied South Melbourne. W e supplied the two lights in front of the m arket six months ago, but 
not the streets generally.

643. In  the other towns did you supply the streets generally ?—Along Bridge-road, Richmond, we 
supplied incandescent and arc lights, and arc lights in Collingwood.

644. M hat are you doing in Melbourne and suburbs?— We supply a number of the theatres, the 
Opera House, the Alexandra, the Melbourne Club, the Australian Club, the National Bank, and the Bank 
of A ustralasia; the three arcades, the Age  and H erald  newspaper offices, and a number of shops and 
various hotels in the city.

645. W hat rates do you charge for lighting ?— By meter and by con trac t) we charge 6d. to 8d. a 
unit by meter, and we have a contract for street lighting for municipalities.

646. W hat is your opinion of the quality of the light supplied by your company ?—I  consider it is
good.

647. W hat is the called-up capital of your company?— £21,037 10s. Od. called up, and £27,232 10s. Od. 
uncalled.

648. Have you raised any money by debentures ?— £45,000 by loan and secured mortgage.
649. W hat amount has your company spent on mains, buildings, and other works ?—£14,245 Os. 7d. 

in buildings, freehold ; machinery, £32,646 10s. 5d., and £20,353 3s. 7d. on mains, total, £52,999 14s. Od. ; 
with depreciation, £51,709 5s. 3d.

650. How much of this amount had been expended by your company prior to 1891 ?—For the 
whole of those works we had expended £21,000, up to the 31st of A ugust, 1890. The whole of our 
arrangements were made for this work prior to that date. We had expended nearly a th ird  of our present 
capital prior to August, 1890.

651. W hat proportion of the expenditure of your company has been in buildings and mains in the 
city of Melbourne, and in the suburbs ?—Practically the whole of our works are occupied in supplying 
Melbourne.

652. Your works are situated in Richm ond?—Yes, Burnley-street.
653. Can you inform the Committee w hat your company pays in salaries and wages ?—We pay 42 

employes £3,195 in wages and salaries per annum.
654. Is  your company making a profit a t the present tim e?— Yes, we are making a profit on our 

working account. By the last return, 1894, the revenue was £13,600 odd ; working expenses, £7,000 ; 
and profit made, £6,000 odd. Ratio of expenses to revenue, 54 per cent. ; the profit is equivalent to 8"9 
per cent, on the capital invested.

655. I f  matters remain as they are, if the city of Melbourne supplies merely the lighting for the 
streets, do you anticipate tha t the prospects of your company will improve ?—If  we can carry on tha t way, 
we certainly have hopes of recovering all the capital invested.

656. Notw ithstanding the bad times, has your company been doing fairly well ?—Yes ; considering 
the times it has done exceptionally well.

657. There has been no falling off in that respect ?—No.
658. W as your company officially informed in any way by the city of Melbourne that it contem

plated lighting private buildings ?—No, never.
659. You have heard the evidence of Professor Kernot as to the fact that, in his opinion, companies 

can carry on electric lighting as economically as corporations— do you agree with tha t ?—Judging from the 
returns of the Board of Trade it appears so. In  the United Kingdom in 1894, taking the same system, 
high tension, as operated by the companies here, four companies in London have expended £2,483,864, on 
which they earned £65,647, equal to 2’6 per cent, on capital invested ; eleven companies in the provinces 
have expended £502,044, on which they earned £21,553, equal to 4'28 per cent, on capital invested ; eight 
local authorities have expended £305,473, on which they earned £5,789, equal to 1*9 per cent, on capital 
invested.

660. Do you see any objection to carrying the wires of more than one company on the same poles ? 
—No. Certainly it is preferable to have one wire on the one pole, but still there has been no danger. We 
have carried the wires four years now, and there has never been any difficulty in carrying them that way. 
There is no necessity to have any accidents if precautions are taken.

661. How many branches have been put up by the City Council on the poles ?— Seven arms to 
carry fourteen wires—that is, seven circuits.

662. H ave poles been put up w ith that number of arms in streets where at present there are nothing 
like fourteen wires ?— Yes, those poles have been erected within the whole area of the city, whether in the 
main streets or in the areas outside the city proper.

663. Has the city done th a t lately, in some instances ?—They have done it in every case where they 
have erected a pole.

664. You heard the questions asked a t the last meeting of the Committee about the competition 
between a company and the corporation. Professor Kernot stated he was of opinion that it was not a fair 
competition—is th a t your opinion also ?— Yes, we could not possibly compete with the corporation ; they 
have the right of the road and they are interested parties—they could block the progress of the companies.



665. Can you give the  Com m ittee an instance of a building w hich your com pany had to ligh t with 
electricity , and w ith  w hich the C ity  Council interfered ?— Yes, there  is one case, the  Conservatorium  of 
M usic ; they applied to  us for ligh ting , and w e took the ir order and applied to the  council to carry the 
w ires. T hey  gave us no perm ission, and we have not received perm ission to th is day, and have had to 
d isappoint the  people. I t  appears th a t the  C ity  Council were at the  tim e in com petition w ith  us for that 
ligh ting  ; th a t w as in M arch  of th is year. O ur secretary is b e tte r acquainted w ith  the details of that 
m atter th an  I  am.

666. Y ou can give some inform ation as to the  V ictoria m arket, I  believe ?— W e have applied to run 
w ires up th a t  w ay, but have received no perm ission so far— th a t was some tim e ago— the last twelve 
m onths.

667. T hen , in your opinion, city  corporations can obstruct the  operations of electric ligh ting  com
panies ?— Y es, i t  w ill be the ir in terest. T hey  w ill w an t to get the  cream of the  business from the com
panies.

668. A s to the supervision of the  C ity  Council over the  w ires in the different companies, have you, 
a t your w orks, appliances for tes tin g  the w ires to see w hether they are properly insulated or not ?— Yes, we 
tak e  every precaution to tes t the  w ires. W e have means of indicating  any leak to earth. W e have 
inspection once a fo rtn ig h t over all th e  m ains. In  the  case of storm y w eather, we take  ex tra  precaution. 
A s a proof, the m ains have been erected four years ; they  are the heaviest cables for electric power in the 
colony, w eigh ing  over 2 tons p er mile. T hey  have been up four years, w orking n igh t and day, trans
m itting  400 or 500 horse-pow er, and we have never had  cause to m ake any alteration  in them  since they
w ere erected. T hey  have given every satisfaction and have not required renew ing ; in fact, they  are as
good to-day as th e  day they  w ere pu t up.

669. I f  proper precautions are taken, can the  w ires be taken  down from a pole, although other wires 
m ay be on th e  same p o le?— Y es, we have done th a t in m any cases— I  agree w ith  Professor K ernot on 
th a t point.

670. Is  there  any other point you w ish  to give inform ation about ?— I  th in k  not.

Cross-exam ined by M r. B ox.
671. Y ou would have a num ber of companies here com peting w ith  one another over one limited 

area ?— T he public would gain  by t h a t ; th ey  have done so already.
672. T here  w ould be no danger in a num ber of companies supplying electric  lig h t in  a lim ited area ? 

— N o, w ith  proper supervision. T ak ing  the experience of the  past five years, I  cannot see there  has been 
any danger.

673. A n d  no necessity  for any such th in g  as to have public provisions for the  safety  of the  public 
w here electric ligh ting  com panies are in  operation ?— I  do not say th a t.

674. I f  th ey  w ere a ll m anaged like the  A lcock  company you w ould say th a t ?—P erhaps so.
675. I f  they  w ere no t it  m igh t be desirable to have them  under legislative constrain t ?—P erhaps so.
676. Y ou know  a g rea t deal about these m atters— is it not understood in E ngland  to be best not 

to  have m ore th an  one local com pany in  a lim ited area ; they  do not like it ?—No, they  consider it is better 
to have one com pany in  one area. T h e  B oard of T rade  reserve the  r ig h t to protect the  public and to bring 
ano ther com pany in  for com petition..

677. A s a m atter of practice, apart from  a m anager’s point of view , you adm it th a t th e  Board of 
T rade have insisted on hav ing  one only in  th e  one area ?—Yes, and from a practical point of view th a t is 
th e  best w ay.

678. I  understand you to say th a t i f  a m unicipality  enters in to  com petition w ith  your company 
you m ust inevitably  be g reatly  dam aged— you cannot compete against a m unicipality  ?—I  cannot see the 
fa ir com petition of it.

679. A s a m atter of practical resu lt you cannot com pete ?— I f  w e w ere on the  same basis we certainly 
could ; b u t th e  corporation do not have to pay rates, and they  have th e  expenses distributed  over their 
p resen t officers.

680. T hey  do not have to pay  dividends ?— No.
681. T hey  get th e ir capital cheaper than  a com pany ?— Y es.
682. I f  they  were m anaged as w ell as your com pany is w ould not i t  inev itab ly  resu lt in a  great 

saving to those who used the lig h t ?-—I f  it is m anaged as well as a com pany.
683. I t  m ust resu lt in  a considerable saving to  the  ra tepayers ?— T h a t has to be proved.
684. On the general facts, if it  is m anaged like th e  A lcock Com pany, it  would be a saving ?— Yes.
685. A nd  it  would cut you out ?—Y es.
686. W h at do you w ant ; do you w an t to be bought out by the C ity  Council ?— One of two things. 

I f  the  corporation are going to do the  w ork they  should com pensate the  com panies, or le t the companies go 
on as they  are doing, w ithout the  com petition of th e  corporation. T h e  companies have expended their 
money so far in developing the business ; the  corporation have had noth ing  to do w ith  the sowing, and they 
w ant to reap the harvest.

687. T hen the  corporation w ould not be allowed to sell p riva te  ligh ting  in  com petition w ith  you ? 
No, we th ink  it  would not be ju st.

688. T he same th ing  applies to every public m onopoly— gas, tram s, lig h t, w ater, everything. If 
the  com petition occurs the  same conditions come about, do th ey  not ?—I  do not quite understand the 
question.

689. W hy did you come into com petition w ith  th e  A u stra lian  Company ?— T h a t is a different 
th in g  ; we are on a different basis— we are tw o p rivate  concerns.

690. Y ou  w ould have th o u g h t i t  hard  for them  to come and say— “ Before you are allowed to run 
w ires you m ust buy us out ” ?— I t  is not th e  same case.

691. W hy not ?— E very  individual has the  rig h t to trad e— the  corporation has n o  rig h t to trade 
against th e  individual. T he  companies w ould not have spent th e ir  m oney if th ey  had thought the 
corporation w as going to undertake  p rivate  ligh ting .

692. I  suppose th a t argum ent has been used in  every case w here there  has been opposition to a Bill 
in P arliam en t. W h a t about w ate r ; is the corporation to supply w ater to private people, or only to water 
the  public streets ?— I  cannot see the  point.



693. H ave you borrowed any money ?— Yes.
694. W hen did you borrow it ?— We started borrowing about 1890.
695. Did you borrow it all then ?— W e borrowed it as we required it.
696. W hen did you first come into the city of M elbourne ?— We started as a private concern in 1888.
697. W hen did you come into conflict w ith  the corporation of Melbourne ?— Only lately, the last

twelve months ; since this petition.
698. W hen did you enter into th a t ag reem en t; did not your company enter into an agreement tha t 

the corporation were to be allowed to erect poles ?— W e signed an agreement by which we were allowed 
to attach our wires to the corporation poles ; th a t was the 16th of Ju ly , 1891.

699. U nder th a t agreem ent you can be sent out of the city w ith  three m onths’ notice?— Sent off 
the poles.

700. Your company promoted the Bill in P arliam en t?— Yes.
701. W as th a t opposed by the City Council?— Yes, and the Gas Company.
702. W hat did they do it fo r?— Competition.
703. I  suppose the City Council did it out of pure devilm ent; you were only doing private lightino-? 

— Yes. b
704. W hat in the world did the city corporation attack  you for ?—I  cannot te ll you.
705. Did you not know a t th a t time th a t they  intended to do private lighting  ?— No.
706. W as not th a t B ill before Parliam ent opposed on the ground th a t the C ity Corporation were 

intending to do private lighting  ?— I  never understood it th a t way, and never heard of it.
707. Did you ever read anything about your own company’s B ill ?— Yes.
708. D id you read the speeches in H a n sa rd 1— No.
709. Did you read the papers ?— Yes.
710. Do you mean to tell the Committee th a t you did not know th a t w hat you read in the  newspapers 

alone showed amply, from the speech of Mr. Carter (one of your directors) in the House, th a t the corporation 
were going to do private lighting  in the  city of M elbourne ?— No, I  am not aware of that.

711. Do you say th a t you did not gather from M r. C arter’s speech in the Legislative Assembly th a t 
the corporation of M elbourne were going to do private ligh ting  ?— I  have no recollection of Mr. Carter’s 
speech. M r. C arter has always stated he has been opposed to the City Council doing electric lighting.

712. Do you mean public and private lighting ?— I  have spoken to him  about i t ;  he never mentioned 
private lighting.

713. T hen he objected to public ligh ting?— W e always understood his objection was to the 
corporation doing any electric lighting a t all.

714. W as not a, distinction made between private and public lighting by M r. Carter in the House ? 
—I  do not remember it. There was such strong opposition th a t we w ithdrew  our Bill, understanding tha t 
the Government were going to introduce an E lec tric  L ighting  B ill to control electric lighting for the safety 
of the public.

715. There was a division in the Assembly on your B ill?— I  believe so.
716. Do you know the num bers?— No.
717. T hirty-one to seventeen, is th a t righ t ?— I  cannot remember.
718. A fter th a t division you w ithdrew  the B ill ?— Yes.
719. I  understand you were never officially informed th a t the C ity Council contemplated private 

lighting ?—I  have no recollection of it.
720. I  also understood you to say th a t you were never officially informed th a t the corporation 

contemplated doing private lighting ?—I  was not.
721. W ere you ever informed any other w ay, other than officially ?— I  do not recollect.
722. A t th a t date, w hat position did Mr. Carter occupy in your company ?— H e was a director in 

1890 ; I  cannot te ll the exact date, and he resigned.
723. You say you have paid 8*9 per cent, on the capital invested?— No, I  said we have earned that, 

we have paid no dividends.
724. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat did you do with th a t £6 ,000  profit that you made in 1894? 

—We reduced the liabilities and increased the machinery.
725. B y  M r. B o x .— W hen did you borrow this £45 ,000?— W e started borrowing in 1890,
726. H ow  much had you expended up to Ju ly  1891, when you presented your Bill to Parliam ent ? 

—I  cannot tell exactly now ; about £30,000.
727. H ave you borrowed any money since ?— Yes, as the works proceeded we gradually borrowed 

the capital to pay for them.
728. Your rates, you te ll us, are from 6d. to 8d. per un it—is that by the meter ?— Yes.
729. T here  is a  very  great difference between 6d. and 8d.?—W e realized 6'35 as the unit last year ; 

that was the average. W~e charged as the ra te  of the company, 6d. The rate is 6d. w ithout lamps, and 
7d. w ith lamp renew als ; 8d. was the old rate.

730. Y ou say all your works are occupied in supplying M elbourne?—Nearly 90 per cent, is 
obtained from M elbourne. W e supply Richmond, Collingwood, and the city of South Melbourne with 
very little  lighting. W e are ju st extending the work there, but it  is so scattered there is very little 
business.

731. Do you say th a t all the  poles pu t up in the  city are for seven arms ?— A ll those I  have seen.
732. Do you know how m any there are ?— I  could not tell you.
733. I  am informed there are only 500 th a t have seven arms out of the 3,700 tha t e x is t .

I  did not know that. .
734. H ow  many lamps are you supplying now in M elbourne?— About 16,000 lamps equal to eight 

candle-power.
735. H ow  many arc lam ps?— A bout 100 out of that.
736. By M r. M addoch.— You have an agreement, I  think, w ith  the city of South Melbourne .

I  do not th ink  there is any agreem ent signed.
737. Do you draw a distinction betw een the signing of an agreement made between you . JNo.
738. T hen I  repeat the question ; you have an agreement w ith  the city of South Melbourne ? 

Yes; we ha,ve an agreement.



739. T h a t agreem ent was m ade w hen yon desired to come into the  city of South  M elbourne ?— No, 
we w ere in previously. I t  was only w hen we w anted to erect poles th a t we obtained permission to do so 
in South M elbourne.

740. Do you know  th a t agreem ent specially provided for the  rig h t of the  city of South Melbourne 
to do p rivate  ligh ting  ?— I  do not recollect tha t.

741. I t  says— “ N oth ing  herein contained shall in any w ay deduct from or prejudice the rig h t of 
the council to establish  w orks,” th a t is qu ite  plain ?— Yes.

742. “ A nd the  said company shall have no rig h t to in terfere w ith  the free rig h t of the  said council 
w ith  regard  to any arrangem ent fo r,”  &c., “ or for th e  supply of any electric or other ligh t to or for any 
person or prem ises w hich the  said council may desire ” ?— I  do not recollect th a t agreement.

743. Is  not th a t your agreem ent w ith  the city  of South  M elbourne, dated 1893 ?—Y es ; we objected 
to th a t. T h a t is not the  agreem ent I  refer to. W e also had an agreem ent sent in  lately  which we did 
no t sign.

744. I  am instructed  th a t th is  is the  agreem ent th a t was handed to  you, and th a t i t  was upon 
th e  term s of th is agreem ent th a t you came into the  city  of South  M elbourne?— W e were in the city 
of South  M elbourne prior to th a t agreem ent. W e carried the wires over the  house-tops and had a central 
station.

745. Y ou desired to erect poles and th e  term s w ere made showing the conditions on w hich you could 
erect them , and giving th e  council the  rig h t to  purchase those poles, and to other companies the righ t to 
a tta ch  w ires to those poles-------

746. M r. W ood.— I  am to ld  the  com pany objected to sign th a t agreem ent.
747. B y  M r. M addock.— Do you m ake a distinction betw een a document th a t you have agreed 

to and a docum ent th a t you have signed ?— T h a t docum ent was never agreed to.
748. H ave you any agreem ent a t all apart from th is  one ?------
749. T h e  H on. the C hairm an.— T his is not an agreem ent.
750. M r. M addock.— I t  contains th e  term s th a t the  council th ink  they  agreed to.
751. T he H o n . the C hairm an.— T h e w itness says his com pany did not sign it, and you w ill have to 

prove it  some other way.
752. M r. M addock.— T his is not signed either by the  company or th e  corporation, bu t I  say also on 

behalf of the  corporation th a t th is is the  agreem ent th a t they  understood was in existence between them. 
H ere, I  understand  th a t th e  represen tative of the  company practically  repudiates this, w hich is a new 
position for the corporation.

753. The H on. the C hairm an.— W hy did the  corporation allow  the  poles to be p u t up until the 
agreem ent was signed ?

754. M r. M addock.— T hey trusted  to the honour of the com pany who had received th is document, 
and they  have never received any notice from th e  com pany th a t they  objected to th e  term s of it. T hat 
agreem ent was prepared in 1893, and has been unsigned ever since.

755. T h e  H on. the C hairm an.— Is th ere  any approval indicated on it  on the  p a rt of the  company, in 
w riting  ?

756. M r. M addock.— No, and no a lteration  in pencil or otherw ise. T he  company have pu t up the 
poles and paid th e  rent. T he tow n clerk received th e  docum ent from the com pany personally, and it  was 
understood it was agreed to, and there  has been under th is agreem ent a fu rther application by the company 
to ex tend  the  poles, and th a t has been gran ted  subject to an agreem ent betw een them .

757. B y  the H on. the C hairm an (to the w itness .)— Can you give any explanation  of th is  ? I  cannot
ju s t now, because I  do not know  all the  transactions in th e  case. e

758. B y  M r. M addock.—  Y ou have told us th a t if the corporations supply electricity  the benefit will 
be to th e  ra tepayers ?— T h a t is a m atte r of course.

759. I  presum e th a t there  are a very g reat m any more ratepayers to be benefited th an  there are 
individual shareholders in a single company ?— I  suppose so.

760. B y  M r. Wood.— P ersonally , you do not know  w hy th is agreem ent w as not signed, or w hether 
i t  w as objected to ?— I t  came before the board sometime ago, and I  th in k  there  w ere some objections to it.
I  cannot rem em ber th e  circum stances of th e  case.

761. Do you know  how  it go t back into th e  possession of the  corporation of South  M elbourne . 
N o, the  secretary w ould know  th a t. _ .

7 6 2 .  You have been asked w hether your com pany objects to a B ill for the p r o p e r  supervision of the 
w ires of com panies—have you any such objection ?— N o, certainly not.

763. Do you object to any public B ill on the  subject ?— No. I  th in k  it  is im portant there should
be a B ill. . . ,,

764. B y  M r. M addock.— Is  it not a fac t th a t your company was asked to do stree t lighting  in South 
M elbourne, and it  sta ted  th a t ow ing to lack of capital it  could not do so ?— W e may have stated  tha t.

765. I s  it  not a fac t th a t identically  the  same th ing  happened betw een your company and the 
rep resen tatives of the  city  of F itz roy  ?— W e are doing no ligh ting  in F itzroy  ; we have never been 
approached by them  to do ligh ting .

766. H ave you approached F itz roy  w ith  a view  to coming into the ir city  ? Yes.
767. A nd  then  did they  not ask  you on w hat term s ?— T hey w anted us to lig h t the  whole of the

streets ; i t  would take a lo t of capital, and w e told them  we had not capital a t th a t time.
768. B y  M r. W ood.— D id you ever understand  from M r. C arter th a t the city  corporation contem

p lated  p riva te  ligh ting  ?— No, I  never did. . . .
769. From  conversations w ith  him  la tte rly , did he inform  you ?— H e said he was going against t  e 

corporation doing electric ligh ting , and he referred  to the  late M r. L ang  sta tin g  th a t he had not any i ea 
of p rivate  ligh ting .

770. I t  w as never conveyed to your mind by any th in g  M r. C arter said th a t the corporation contem
plated  doing p rivate  ligh ting  ?— No. _ .

771. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— Do you rem em ber w hen those corporation poles were put up with 
the seven arms ?— T hey  were erected along th e  Sydney-road Avithin the last tw o years.

772. W h at w as the object of pu tting  up the seven arms ?— T he only conclusion I  came to was that 
they  were intended to carry  ex tra  w ires— they  w ould carry fourteen Avires.



773. W as there not also another class of pole with fewer arms ?— I  believe there are some smaller 
poles w ith a less number of arms. I  think there are five arms on the poles along W ellin^ton-parade— they 
would carry ten wires. to

774. B y the Hon. J . B a lfo u r .—  Do you think there is much risk to life in consequence of the wires 
being overhead ?— W ith proper precautions, where you have not many wires to control, they can be carried 
overhead w ith safety.

775. As the electiic lighting of the city becomes more extensive, will it not become more dangerous ? 
—I t  will be preferable where there is a thickly-populated area to place the wires underground.

776. Is  there not even now occasional interference w ith the telephone wires where the lighting wires 
cross them ?— Yes, we have to specially insulate the wires where they pass through the telephone wires.

777. A nd still there are complaints of interference ?—N ot so very many.
778. B y  the Hon. J . H. Abbott.— H as any objection arisen through carrying the wires on the house

tops ?—No, we carry a number of wires on the house-tops. T his is one method by which they are carried 
in London— ['producing a paper~\.

779. B y  the H on. B .  E. M cBryde.— You say you charge from 6d. to 8d. per unit, and you have 
private arrangements besides— w hat are those private arrangem ents ?— Those are for lighting by contract. 
Where a consumer has fixed hours for lighting we charge him a contract ra te—say 5s. per month per 
16 candle-power light.

780. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— Are the wires in London underground ?— Yes.
781. B y  the Hon. D . E . M cBryde.— The corporation objected to allow you to light the Conservatorium 

of Music ?— Yes.
782. T heir motive for doing so was tha t they w anted to do it themselves ?—I t  looked like it. 

I  understand they  made an  offer to do it.
783. In  order to prevent you from lighting it they  would not allow you to use their poles ?—Yes, 

we had to supply kerosene lamps to keep faith  ; we could not supply any other light.

The witness withdrew*

W alter J .  Anderson examined.

784. B y  M r. W ood.—W hat are you ?— Secretary of the A. U . Alcock E lectric L igh t and Motive 
Power Company—I  have occupied th a t position for the last nine months.

785. Do you know anything of this draft agreement th a t has been referred to ?— Yes, it  was placed 
in my hands. A fter looking through it I  referred it to the board and said there were many clauses in it 
that were quite objectionable to our business. T he board referred it back to Mr. Alcock and myself to
examine ; in the meantime the town clerk of South Melbourne called in and saw me.

786. W hat took place ?— I  saw him again afterw ards and handed it  to him, saying th a t we were 
still considering the m atter.

787. H e took it  away ?— Yes.
788. Did you ever get it  back again ?— I  expected to get it back but I  never did—that would be

two or three months ago. T h a t is all I  know about the agreement.

Cross-examined by Mr. Maddock.

789. How long have you been secretary of the company ?— Since December last.
790. H ow  long have your poles been up in South Melbourne ?— They were up before that.
791. This agreem ent in 1893 was also before you were secretary?— Yes.
792. Y ou put up your poles under the agreem ent I  presume ?— There was a friendly arrangement 

that an agreem ent was to be entered into.
793. Even three months ago when the town clerk saw you about it  you only told him you were 

still considering it ?— Yes.
794. You did not tell him even then th a t you objected to it, only that you were still considering it ? 

—Certainly not.
795. B y  the H on . the Chawm an.—If you and your directors objected to it why did you not point 

out to the town clerk the portions of the agreem ent tha t you objected to ?— W e took it as a whole.
796. There were some portions of it  th a t you had no objection to ?— Certainly.
797. O ther portions you did object to as being too stringent?— Yes.
798. W hy did you not tell the  town clerk there was some objectionable m atter in it?—I  expected 

to get it back again. I  do not act w ithout instructions from my board ; I  am only the secretary.
799. You had not made a copy of it ?—No, we had no copy of it  whatever. My objections would 

be laid before the board for consideration, and then the m atter would be laid before the South Melbourne 
council. M r. A lcock and myself were considering the recommendations to lay before the board, and then 
the m atter would be brought before the town clerk. U ntil then I  would not give him the slightest hint of 
what my objections were.

800. B y  the Hon. J . B a lfo u r .—Did you originate the objections when you became secretary ?—
I originated them when the agreem ent came into my hands.

801. H ad the agreement been considered by the board before ?— I  do not know.
802. B y  the H on. the Chai/rman.— W hat were the objections tha t you took?— Clause 15 was one I  

objected to.
803. B y  M r. M addock.—W hen you had this agreement before you the second time was it not then 

before the company w ith a view to their making application for further extension under this agreement, 
which application you did make w ithout stating  any objection ?— We made application for an extension 
under an agreement.

804. W hich application has been granted by the council ?— Yes, tha t was an agreement for the
future.

805. B y  the Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir  F . T . Sargood.— W hat agreement do you refer to ?— A n agree
ment to be come to.



806. W as there  anything in  your le tte r to lead the council to suppose th a t you w ere referring not 
to the agreem ent th a t had  been drafted  th ree years before, but to some future agreem ent ?— T h a t was my 
opinion.

807. W ould your le tte r indicate th a t to the  council ?— I  do not th ink  so ; there was no agreement 
in existence.

808. T here  w as an  agreem ent under discussion ?— Y es.
809. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— Do you remember the purport of your le tter ?— Yes ; it was 

practically  in the  term s stated— th a t I  applied for the  rig h t to erect poles under an agreem ent between the 
company and the council.

810. N o t under the  ex isting  agreem ent ?— No, because they  knew  perfectly well there was no 
ex isting  agreem ent beyond a verbal one ; th e  term s w ere to be drafted.

811. Y ou can produce th a t le tte r ?— Yes.

The witness withdrew.

M r. W ood  said th a t concluded th e  evidence he intended to call.
M r. M addock  was heard to address the  Committee.

Jo h n  H inde examined.
812. B y  M r. M addock.—W h at are you ?— T ow n C lerk of P rahran .
813. H as the  report of the M unicipal Conference been before the city council of P rah ran  ?— Yes. •
814. W h at action was taken  on it ?— T he report w as adopted by the city council.
815. Can you te ll me the  wish of the city  council of P rah ran  w ith  reference to th is B ill now under 

consideration ?— M ainly th a t there  should be such an am endm ent of clause 5 as w ould provide for the 
companies subm itting to the council the ir application for an order before it  was granted.

816. T h a t a com pany should not get the rig h t to ligh t w ithout the  perm ission of the  council ?—
Yes.

817. W hat electric lig h t companies are there  in the  city  of P ra h ra n ? —One only: the  N ew  A ustralian 
E lectric  Company.

818. H ow  m any agreem ents have th ey  ?— Tw o.
819. W h at is the  date of the first agreem ent ?— 11th A pril, 1890.
820. Did the com pany come into P rah ran  a t the request of the  council or a t th e ir own request ?— 

On the  application of the company.
821. W hen w as th a t application made ?— T he first application was made 3rd Jan u a ry  j 1890. I  have 

a le tte r from th e  N ew  A ustralian  L igh ting  Com pany, L im ited, bearing th a t date [reading the same\ . 
T h ere  was another application subsequent to th a t.

822. T he  outcome of th a t application  w as th is agreem ent ?— Yes.
823. T h is agreem ent is sealed by both  the corporation and the company ?— I t  is.
824. W hat are the  provisions of clause 19 of the  agreem ent ?— “ N oth ing  herein contained shall 

give the com pany more th an  a perm issive r ig h t to erect, lay down, and m aintain the posts, w ires, lamps, 
pipes, conduits, and appliances, and th is agreem ent may be determ ined a t any tim e by the council giving 
the com pany six m onths’ notice in w riting  determ ining th is agreem ent, and if no such notice is given this 
agreem ent is not to rem ain in force for a longer period than  seven years from the  date hereof, and the 
com pany shall a t the  expiration  of such notice, or a t the  expiration  of the said period of seven years, as the 
case m ay be, remove all posts, w ires, lamps, and appliances from  the  streets of the  council (except such 
as m ay have been purchased by the council), and shall restore the  said streets to the  same condition as 
they  were in before such posts, wires, lamps, and appliances were erected or laid down, and to the 
satisfaction of th e  city  surveyor.”

825. W as there  any beating down of th e  company in its term s w hen th is agreem ent was entered 
into ?— I  believe not ; I  w as not tow n clerk at the time, bu t I  never heard  of any.

826. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— Is  th a t a contract for ligh ting  the streets ?— Y es ; it  gives to the 
company the  rig h t to do private  ligh ting  also. Clause 21 says— “ I t  is hereby declared and agreed, th a t 
these presents are upon the  express condition th a t nothing herein contained shall prevent the  said company 
from supplying private consumers w ith  the electric lig h t on the ir line of m ains during the time th a t this 
agreem ent shall rem ain in force and not be determ ined by the council, under the provisions hereinbefore 
contained, or expire  by effluxion of tim e as hereinbefore provided, it being d istinctly  understood that such 
concession has been considered by the said company in fixing the rate to be charged for lighting of the 
public lam ps and m unicipal buildings, and is p a rt of the consideration gran ted  and allowed by the council 
for the w orks undertaken to be done by the com pany hereunder.”

827. B y  M r. M addock.— H as the  company done its w ork satisfactorily  w ithin the city o f P rahran?  
— T here have been com plaints from tim e to tim e of the m anner in w hich th e  w ork has been done.

828. H ave you copies of the  le tters of com plaint sent to the company ?— H ere is one of the 25th 
o f A pril, 1891 — [reading the sa m e \. T h a t appears to be a general com plaint w ith  regard  to the 
incandescent lam ps of the  c ity— th a t was w ritten  by the  city  surveyor and engineer.

829. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— W as th a t com plaint attended to ?—I  believe the lig h t w as improved 
at th e  tim e. T here is another com plaint on the  18th of Ju n e , 1891— [reading the same~\— th a t is also 
signed by the  engineer and surveyor. I  have the reply  here to th a t le tte r from the com pany— [r e a d in g  the 
same.~\ On the 15th A pril, 1893, there is a com plaint w ith  regard  to the ligh ting  of the  library.

830. N early  all those com plaints were a ttended  to ?— I  th ink  so.
831. B y  M r. M addock.— W h at w as the  most recent com plaint ?—T he last one is dated 13th 

Septem ber, 1895, and is addressed by the city surveyor to the secretary of the  N ew  A ustra lian  Electric 
Com pany— [reading the same~\.

832. B y  the H on. the Chai/rma/n.— D id you m ake any deductions on account of the company not 
carrying out its  contract ?— No, except in the cases w here lam ps w ere found to be unlighted.

833. H ow  m uch did the deductions am ount to ?— A  very few pounds ; the deductions are provided 
for in the contract. T here  is no penalty  for the  bad sta te  of the ligh t ; it is only in case of the light 
going out.



834. B y  M r. Maddoch.— There is no provision for a penalty if the ligh t is not up to standard ?— No.
835. W hat proportion of the city of P rahran  is lighted by electricity ?— There are 16 arc lamps, 

106 incandescent lamps, and 460 gas lamps.
836. Has the corporation ever refused permission to the company to extend when it has desired to 

do so ?—Never.
837. Is  the  corporation prepared to abide by the agreement so long as the company does its part ?—

Yes.
838. A s a m atter of fact has the  corporation given the company notice to term inate the agreement ? 

—I t  did so on the 16th May, 1895.
839. W hy was th a t done ?— A  certain number of members of the council have felt dissatisfied with 

the lighting, and the council desired to have a free hand a t the end of the year to make terms w ith the 
company. A  similar notice was given last year, and the contract was then extended for this year. I  
cannot say w hat will be done next year.

840. W as that notice in any way given in view  of the present B ill?— I t  was not.
841. W hat does clause 11 of the agreem ent refer to?— T h at deals w ith the righ t of the council to 

purchase the poles of the company.
842. U pon w hat term s ?— T he clause reads :— “ T he council may at any time purchase the whole or 

any of the posts erected by the company upon paym ent to the company of the actual cost of such post, 
subject to a deduction of ten per centum of such cost for every year or fraction of a year during which such 
post shall have been erected.”

843. So th a t in eleven years these posts will v irtually  become the property of the council?—Yes ; 
under the terms of the agreement.

The witness withdrew.

Jam es S treet examined.
844. B y  M r. M addoek.— W hat are you ?—A  councillor of the city of Footscray.
845. W as th a t city represented at the M unicipal Conference appointed to deal w ith the subject of 

electric lighting ?— Yes.
846. W hat is the w ish of your council so far as this B ill is concerned ?— Simply th a t they should 

be second to the Government in the B ill— th a t is to say, th a t they should have authority  before any private 
company. They consider th a t clause 5 in the B ill should be altered so as to bring th a t into effect.

847. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— W hich of the companies is Footscray lighted by ?—None a t presen t; 
it is lighted w ith gas by the Footscray G as Company.

848. You have made an arrangem ent w ith  the Gas Company ?— Yes ; there is no electric ligh t in 
the district a t the present time. T he opinion of the council is, th a t the electric ligh t being a new thing in 
the district a t the present time, they should endeavour to ge t such legislation as will be for the benefit of 
the ratepayers and citizens of the various municipalities. T hey  th ink  corporations should have the power 
to refuse permission to private companies if they think it  w ill be detrim ental to the interests of the  rate
payers. I t  is simply from a public point of view.

849. B y  the H on. L ieu t-C o l. S ir  F. T . Sargood.— How long should th a t power be exercised by 
a corporation ; should they have the power to object for all time to any one else doing it and yet not do it 
themselves ?— No ; the corporation w ant to have a prior righ t to establish these works.

850. F o r w hat time ?— Say w ithin twelve months.
851. B y  the H on. F . S . Grimwade.— Do you anticipate lighting Footscray w ith  electricity?—N ot 

in the near future, bu t before any company takes it up.
852. B y  the H on. the Chairma/n.— H as the council taken any steps in the m atter ?— N ot at p resen t; 

they were in communication w ith various lighting  companies a year or two ago w ith  a view to getting 
cheaper lighting than  they  were getting, bu t the local Gas Company were alive to their own interests and 
so lowered the price th a t the  council were able to deal w ith them  for a term ; the term expires in 1896.

853. T he arrangem ent you have made w ith  the Gas Company is satisfactory so far ? For the 
present.

854. In  the  case of the city of Footscray no company has the righ t to supply electric light, either 
for public or private purposes ?— They have never applied for it yet.

855. Y ou stand in a different position to the other municipalities ?— Quite, we adopt the broad 
principle of obtaining the  best possible term s for our citizens, independent of any private arrangement.

856. You stand in the same position as those boroughs and municipalities th a t have not granted 
concessions to any private company ?— E xactly . W e th ink  we ought to have a right second only to tha t 
of the G overnm ent.

857. Because there is no company established for the lighting of your c ity ? Yes.
858. B y  the H on. J . B e ll.— There are no vested rights to consider ?—N ot as far as electricity is

concerned ; there are as far as the local Gas Company is concerned.
859. B y  the H on. the Chai/rman.— W ould you consider, if your council had granted a concession to 

a company to ligh t your city w ith electricity, th a t you ought to come into competition with th a t company .
— T h at I  am not prepared to answer.

860. B y  the Hon. J . H . A b b o tt— Your council wish to be supreme, as regards the opening oi streets 
and the erecting of electric ligh t posts, over every company, and th a t it should not be left to t  e overnor 
in Council ?— E xactly  ; a fter the Governm ent has carried itS lines through the council should be the next
in command. . . r  , ,

861. B y  the Hon. the Chawm an.— l i  the council were not prepared to supply the electric light, do 
you th ink it would be fair to put the council in such a position th a t they could in an ar i raiy  manner
refuse their consent to any company coming in ?— I  th ink the proper way would be to take t  e voice o e
people. I f  the m ajority of the ratepayers were desirous of having the electric light or any o er ig 
established I  consider the council should then be led by the people to a certain extent.

862. Suppose the council made up its mind not to incur the expenditure, do you think; it oug 
to have the righ t to refuse permission to any company to erect works in the municipality . 1 think so* 
un til the people had an opportunity of expressing their views.
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863. You would ignore the G overnor in Council altogether ?— I  am not prepared to say tha t. I  think
the  council should come nex t to the Governm ent in having the opportunity to provide the light.

864. B u t supposing the council are not w illing to supply the light, or are not able to supply it, do 
you th ink  th a t in an arb itrary  m anner they ought to Avithhold their consent from a company th a t is willing 
to undertake the w ork ?— I  do not th ink so for one moment.

865. Do you th ink  in th a t case it would be sufficient to give the council an opportunity of being heard 
before the M inister, whose duty  it  w ould be to carry out the A ct ?— T h a t is exactly  w hat we require.

866. B y  M r. M addock  ( through the H on. the Chairm an).— In  your opinion is it the wish of your
council th a t legislation here should be consonant w ith  legislation a t home ?— Yes, I  th ink  it should be on 
the same basis as the E ng lish  legislation. W e have gone th rough  the B ill very carefully, and th a t is the 
decision the conference arrived a t ; and, after the m atter was explained to our council, it was unanimous in 
approving of the  action of the conference.

867. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— H ave  you read the E nglish  A cts bearing on the subject ?—I  have 
seen ex tracts only ; I  have not read the full A cts.

868. Y ou have not looked at th e  A ct of 1882 ?— N ot the whole A c t—I  have heard extracts bearing 
on this m atter read out, and we considered they should be inserted in the new Bill.

869. B y  the H on. J . H . A bbott.— Do I  understand th a t your council desire tha t no company should 
be empowered to act in your d istric t w ithout the consent of the  council ?— Decidedly.

870. B y  the H on. A.  0 . iSachse.— In  your opinion, if your council have authorized a company to 
operate in your city, would you be justified in curtailing  the privileges th a t have been granted  ?— Decidedly 
not.

The witness withdrew.

A rth u r B atson  examined.
871. B y  M r. M addock.— W hat are you ?— Surveyor to the  city  of F itzroy,
872. Is  there  any electric ligh t company operating in F itz roy  at present ?— N o electric light

company has erected poles in the  city  of F itzroy— the A . U . A lcock Company has been allowed to cross 
th e  boundary road, Sm ith-street, w ith  a ligh ting  wire in four or five cases; th e  w ire goes from the Colling wood 
side, w here it is attached to houses, to th e  buildings to be supplied on the  opposite side of the road.

873. I t  runs directly into the buildings to be supplied?— Yes. T here is one other case in Victoria- 
parade where, w ithou t th e  consent of the council, a w ire has been carried over the  houses to a shop in 
B runsw ick-street.

874. In  the  case of those w ires coming into the city has the  council been applied to for permission ? 
In  every case, except the  one I  have mentioned, the council has been applied to either by the tenant or 
owner of the prem ises, or by the  company.

875. O n w hat term s has permission been granted ?—D uring  the  pleasure of the council only.
876. H as th a t been m ade perfectly  clear and d is tin c t?— Y es.
877. A nd  the company has been content w ith  th a t ?— T he A lcock Company has accepted the

term s.
878. D id not an  instance occur in your city  w here the company came in  w ithou t permission, and the 

council insisted upon application being m ade?— Yes.
879. T he application w as then  made and consent given ?— On the  term s I  have stated .
880. T here is no electric street ligh ting  at all done in your city  ?— No, only gas.
881. D id you a t any time communicate w ith  the A lcock Company w ith  a view to ascertaining 

w hether the streets could be lighted by electricity  ?— W e made inquiry about two years ago, and we were 
told then th a t the power a t the disposal of the Alcock Company was such th a t they  w ere not prepared at 
th a t tim e to enter the city. W e also wrote to the o ther electric companies, and I  th ink  we got no response 
w hatever from them .

882. T here  w as another electric lig h t company th a t applied for concessions in your city— the Y arra 
W ater Pow er Company— w hat concession did you g ran t to th a t company ?— T he company was never really 
formed, it  w as only a promoters* company. I t  is about tw o years and a half since the council considered 
the conditions under w hich they  would be allow ed to enter the  streets ; an application came from the 
prom oters of the  company. I  th in k  M r. J .  S. B u tters  was one of the principal men in it.

883. W hat conditions did you m ake w ith  them  ?— W e gave them  tw o years w ithin w hich they 
m ight come into the c ity— th a t tim e has expired, and they  have not come in.

884. I  believe th e  city of M elbourne has poles on your boundary ?— T here is a line of poles on the 
w estern boundary of our city for about two miles. I t  is on the boundary road between our city and 
M elbourne, and by arrangem ent the  poles have been erected by the  city of M elbourne on our side of the 
street ; we have arranged w ith  the corporation of M elbourne to ligh t th a t boundary road.

885. H as any period been fixed ?— No agreem ent has been signed yet, nor has the  lighting  been 
carried out, but there is a prelim inary agreem ent th a t the arrangem ent shall last for five years on certain 
term s.

886. M ay we say th a t the desire of your council is to preserve the control of the streets to the 
corporation ?— M y council is very desirous th a t in the B ill no company shall be allowed to come into the 
city w ithout the  consent o f the  council. T hey are also very desirous th a t the ir own powers to establish 
electric ligh ting  w orks shall not be restric ted  in any way.

887. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— Do they  w an t the ir powers in creased ?—T hey have none at 
present p ractically— there is no m achinery.

888. H ave they  any power under the law  at present ?— T here is the Local G overnm ent A ct under 
w hich we can buy w orks or pu t them up to lig h t our own streets, but the council desires larger powers 
than  th a t— it desires to be allowed, either by itself or in conjunction w ith  other m unicipalities, to erect 
lighting w orks both for public and private lighting .

C ross-exam ined by M r. Wood.
889. I s  th is w ire th a t is carried across the street carried a t a sufficient he igh t not to interfere w ith 

traffic ?— 'Yes.



890. U nder w hat authority  did your council g rant permission for tha t wire to be carried across the
street ?— The council claims under the Local G-overnment A ct to have the care and managem ent of the
streets.

891. T his wire does not interfere w ith  the streets in any w ay ?— Yes ; it is a projection over the
streets j we have power to prevent unseemly obstructions.

892. W hat does it obstruct ?— I t  is technically an obstruction.

Cross-exam ined by M r. Box.
893. Is it the intention of the city of F itzroy  to establish electric works itself, or to join any other 

municipal body in the work ?— N ot a t present.
894. You wish to keep the  control over any company th a t comes into F itzroy  ?— Yes.
895. The council does not intend to allow any one to have the run of F itzroy  ?— They would like to 

have a word to say in the conditions.
896. T he city of M elbourne have got poles running along two miles of your boundary ?—Yes, the 

poles are in our territo ry  ; the  City Corporation will supply the  light.
897. B y  the H on. F. S . Grimwade.— W ill you pay them for th a t ?— Yes, so much a light.
898. W hat street is th a t in ?— N icholson-street.
899. B y  M r. Wood.— Does the boundary run  in the middle of the road ?—Yes.
900. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— Does your council claim the righ t to exclude all companies th a t 

have not obtained its consent ?— I  do not know th a t I  would be justified in saying th a t the council go as 
far as t h a t ; they  certainly desire th a t they  shall be heard before any order is given under this B ill to any 
company.

901. Do you th ink  they  w ould be satisfied w ith  being given an opportunity of stating their objections 
before the M inister ?— T hough the point has not been actually settled, I  would say th a t they would not 
assume a dog-in-the-m anger style altogether, so as to exclude any company from coming in under proper 
restrictions, and go w ithout the  lig h t altogether.

902. I f  at first the council were not disposed to give their consent, and an opportunity was afforded 
to them to come before the M inister and sta te  the ir objections, do you not th ink  the power of appeal from 
the council should be vested in the  M inister ?— Certainly.

903. B y  the H on. F . S. Grimwade. —W ill this arrangem ent by which the City Corporation will light 
tha t street cost less than  to ligh t it w ith  gas ?— I t  is not less ; there  is a difficulty in comparing lighting 
by arc lamps w ith  the ligh t w hich gas lamps give, but tak ing  the  whole length of the street we are paying 
considerably more ; we a-re paying an average of £ 6  per arc light.

904. W ill th a t cost more than  gas for the  whole two miles ?— Yes, gas would cost us about £80  for 
th a t street, and th is w ill cost £125.

905. You are w illing to pay more to get a be tter ligh t ?— Yes.
906. B y  the Hon. J. II . Abbott.— Do I  understand th a t your council would be content w ith  the 

M inister’s decision as to w hether a company should enter the city or not ?— T he council would like to have 
to a large ex ten t the power of gran ting  permission to enter the city  ; they  w ant the  rig h t to appear before 
the M inister and urge the ir objections;

907. W ould they  be satisfied then ?—I  do not th ink  they would then be actuated by such a dog-in- 
the-m anger spirit as to exclude the companies altogether.

908. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r.— Supposing the council were not prepared to erect the electric lighting 
apparatus them selves, and a company were w illing to do it, would you consider it  fair tha t the company 
should be allowed to enter the city under certain conditions, and th a t the corporation should be allowed to 
take over the works on certain term s afterw ards, if necessary ?— Yes.

T he witness w ithdrew.

M r. W ood  read the correspondence between the A. U . Alcock E lectric  L ighting Company and 
the South M elbourne Council.

A rth u r J .  A rnot fu rther examined.
909. B y  M r. M addock.— H ave you searched to ascertain w hether'there were electric ligh t companies 

in existence prior to the  passing of the  E ng lish  A ct of 1882— th a t is companies w orking from a central 
station and supplying lig h t?— 1 have, and I  have made the following ex tracts from the E lectrica l Review  
for the first h a lf  of 1882 :— “ E xam ination  before Select Committee, 1882. Dr. Siemens said th a t at 
Godalming eight private houses w ere supplied w ith incandescent lamps, and the public streets and other 
places w ere lit by arc and incandescent lamps. A t  Chesterfield (8 th  October, 1881, before B ill) the 
Hammond Company erected installation for private and public lighting ; two engines, each of 60 horse
power, and two dynamos, 15 miles of circuit. A rrangem ents are being made for extensive lighting of 
private houses, shops, &c.”

910. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Can you say whether the Board of Trade dealt w ith th a t company. 
— There was no notice take of the  existence of these companies as far as I  can judge by the evidence 
before the committee— it was simply th a t they were required to apply for an order.

911. B u t did the company get the order ?— I have not followed it  out to see if it got the order or 
n o t ; in any case they had to apply  for the  order in the ordinary way. _

912. B y  M r. Maddock.— There were no reservations in the B ill in favour of those compames th a t
were in existence before the B ill came into force?— No.

913. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— W ho made the application for the order—the company or the 
m unicipality ?— T he company was w orking in G odalm ing prior to the A ct being passe . n . . 6 
Commissioners of Sewers in London invited  tenders for lighting certain districts in London w ith electricity 
from sunset to sunrise for a period of tw elve m onths. In  1881 the Commissioners of Sewers a ma e 
arrangem ents w ith  the E lectric L igh t and Pow er Generator Company to light w ith electricity tor the year 
a t a cost of £2,930. T he  d istrict included Southw ark Bridge,. Queen Victoria-street, Queen-street, and 
Q ueen-street place. In  April, 1821, Siemens B rothers, Limited, had a station in Swan-lane and Iham es- 
street, and they had 120 horse-power for arc lighting.
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914. H ow  did the B oard of T rade deal w ith  those companies ?— I  cannot say if an application was
made.

915. B y  M r. W ood .— You know th a t G-odalming is a very small place ?— Y es.
916. W hat company was supplying it ?— I  believe it was the Ham m ond Company.
917. Do you know  how Chesterfield was lit ?—'Arc and incandescent—there were two arc circuits.
918. B y  M r. B o x .— W ere there any other companies besides those a t Godalm ing and Chesterfield 

th a t had in terests involved before the passing of the A ct of 1882 ?— Yes, there was the Anglo-Am erican 
B rush Company w ith  a capital of £40 ,000  in £10  shares— th a t was principally  a m anufacturing company. 
T hen there  was the E lectric  L igh ting  and Pow er G enerating Company w ith  150,000 shares, the G reat 
W estern E lectric  L ig h t and Pow er Company w ith  25,000 shares, the  Ham m ond E lectric L igh t and Pow er 
Supply Company w ith  24,980 shares, and the  Indian and O riental E lectrical Storage Company w ith 40,000 
shares. N early  the whole of these companies m anufactured as w ell as supplied.

919. D id they  supply at all ?— I  am not prepared to say— the supply work was principally done 
from isolated p lan ts— a t the same time we have th is reference to the streets of London which were lit by 
the  A nglo-A m erican B rush  Company. Some of these companies have been in existence since 1879 and 1880.

920. In  the  B ill of 1882 there is not a word said about those campanies having rights as against 
anybody else ?— N othing  a t all.

921. T here is nothing in the B ill giv ing them  a rig h t to get an order ?— N othing a t all.
922. T hey  had to come in like everybody else and ask for an order ?— E xactly . In  the Electrical 

Revieiv of 14th Jan u a ry , 1882, i t  says— “ T h e  E lec tric  L igh t in E d inburgh .— W ith  last n igh t came the 
term ination of the contract betw een the tow n council and the  A nglo-A m erican B rush Company for the 
ligh ting  of P rinces-street and the bridges w ith  the electric lig h t.” In  the same journal on 4 th  March, 
1882, it  says— “ T he Commission of Sewers and E lectric  L igh ting  B ills.— T he A cting Remembrancer 
(S ir T . J .  N elson) said he had to ask the Commission to authorize the signature of five petitions against 
the  various E lectric  L igh t Companies’ Bills before P arliam ent.”

923. W ere any of the  companies you have m entioned supplying electric ligh t before the A ct of 
1882 came into force ?—I  know of m y own knowledge th a t  the Ham m ond and the B rush  were.

924. Do you know how long before th a t date  they had been doing so ?— N ot m uch more than  a
year.

925. T he th in g  was in its infancy ?— Yes.
926. B y  M r. W ood .— W hat district was the Ham m ond Company lighting  ?— I t  had been lighting 

Chesterfield.
927. U nder a contract w ith  the  corporation ?— Yes.
928. Do you know  how long th a t con tract was for ?—I  cannot say.
929. H ow  long w as the contract of the  B rush Company in London for ?— I  th ink  it was for about 

a year ; I  am not certain.
930. Those companies were m erely experim ental ones, and  contracts were taken for a year to see 

how electric ligh ting  w ould answ er ?— T he companies had expended money in the d istricts referred to.

The witness withdrew.

A d jo u rn ed  to W ednesday next, a t Three o’clock.

W E D N E S D A Y , 9 th  O C T O B E R , 1895. 

M embers' p re se n t:

T he H on. H . C u t h b e r t ,  in  the  C hair 3

T he H on. J .  B ell
J .  B alfour 
F . S. G rim w ade

T he  H on. D. E . M cBryde
L ieut.-C ol. Sir F . T . Sargood.

Francis W ilson N iven examined.
931. B y  the Hon. the Chai/rman.— W h at are y o u ? — Chairm an of the B allara t E lec tric  Supply 

Company, Lim ited.
932. H as the company been long in existence ?— N ot quite tw elve m onths.
933. D id it obtain a concession from the council of the city of B allarat ?— A  concession for seven

rears.
934. H ave you a copy of the  agreem ent betw een the city and the company ?— No, but will send 

me at once.
935. H ave you read the B ill now  before the Com m ittee ?— I  have gone through it.
936. Does your company generally  approve of i t  ?— W e do, w ith  the exception of one or two

937. To w h at p a rt of the B ill do you w ish to direct our a tten tion  ?— I  simply w ish to m ake a general 
^auyment. W hen we started  the E lec tric  L igh ting  Company on B alla ra t we did so in the  face of very 
reat difficulties ; we had a strong opposition against us, and it is my opinion th a t the electric ligh t would 
ever have been an accomplished fact on B allara t if it  had been left to the councils to s ta rt it, because the 
ouncils had the votes of the  ratepayers to consider, and those vested interests w hich were so strong for us 
o fight would not have been fought a t all by the councils ; they would have shirked it. Therefore I  
onsider th e  clause in this B ill w hich gives the  city council full power to appropriate the work done by 
r iv a te  people after those private people have really done a ll the hard  w ork and established the undertaking 
s a going concern is unfair. Of course it  is ju s t possible th a t in course of tim e the city council m ight 
ave brought forw ard a better lighting scheme than  we have done, bu t I  do not th ink  it would have been 
within this century, therefore the  clause giving the council th a t power is very detrim ental to pi ogress. 
Ve have started  the business in a small w ay, bu t even in the  tw elve m onths we have got it on to a paying

ilauses.
<

statement.



basis ; we have not made any profit out of it  yet, but we hope to do so in the second year. W e have only 
got a seven years tenure, and on the strength of th a t we could not possibly borrow any money ; we made 
the attem pt and failed— we could only issue a little  over 3,000 shares where we ought to have issued 20,000 
without any difficulty, and because of th a t we are ra ther w eak in finances. The 42 years' tenure th a t it is 
proposed to give us by this Bill would enable us to borrow money probably as cheaply as the municipal 
councils could do. T he only argum ent tha t can be advanced in favour of the municipalities carrying on such 
an undertaking as this is the fact of their being able to borrow money more cheaply than anyone else, but I  
believe th a t if we had this 42 years’ tenure we would be able to borrow as cheaply as they can.

938. W hat have the profits been for the year ?— We cannot reckon any(profits as yet, because we are 
giving a number of lights for nothing to the public.

939. B y  the Hon. D . E. M cB ryde.— Is  the gas supply of B allarat in the hands of private 
parties?— Yes.

The witness withdrew.

Ferguson H . T u th ill examined.
940. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— You are a director of the B allarat E lectric Supply Company?—

I  am.
941. H ave you made yourself acquainted w ith the provisions of this B ill ?— Yes.
942. Does your company generally approve of the Bill ?— Yes, w ith two exceptions, one of which 

is the righ t given by clause 6 to the  corporations to do private lighting. The company does not object to 
any other company getting  an order, provided they  go through the proper form in getting th a t o rd e r; but 
they object to any corporation having the rig h t of private lighting.

943. W hy do they object?—For two reasons. .They th ink it  is unjust to private companies which 
have had the enterprise to s ta rt w orks in the face of great difficulties, having no certain tenure, th a t cor
porations should come in and compete against them  w ithout compensating them ; and they  also th ink it 
would kill private enterprise ; it  would be a bar to others doing the same thing. W e judge very much by 
our own experience. W e went to some trouble two years ago to start our works in Ballarat, and if the 
corporation have the right to compete w ith us we feel it  would be unjust.

944. W ould it  be unfair for the corporation to compete w ith you at the end of the term  for which 
you hold the licence ?— W e only have a licence for seven years a t present, th a t being the term allowed by 
the Local G-overnment A ct. W hen we got th a t licence and erected works and laid mains we expected, if 
there were no A ct of Parliam ent in the meantime, tha t the licence would be renewed, and if this Bill is 
passed we would come under the  clause giving a tenure of 42 years. W ith  th a t we would be perfectly 
satisfied. W e have an agreem ent w ith  both the city council and the town council allowing us to erect 
posts and run cables for seven years in the streets of B allarat city and town, and in return for tha t con
cession we give them  a certain  number of street lights free for one year.

945. A t present it is overhead lighting ?— Yes ; our agreem ent also allows us to run mains.
946. B y  the H on. F . S. Grimwade.— Does your agreem ent allow you to run lines underground also ? 

— Yes, bu t we have not done so yet, the  corporations would prefer that.
947. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat is your nex t objection ?— Clause 26 contains a veto which 

we th ink ought not to be vested in the councils. W e th ink  if an order is once obtained no corporation 
should have the rig h t o f vetoing the order ; but under the first sub-clause of clause 26 it is necessary, not
w ithstanding th a t an order has been obtained under clause 5, to obtain the consent of the municipal council 
before running wires overhead. The company th ink tha t is a veto which ought not to be allowed to a 
council, because they could nullify the order by refusing to give their consent. I t  m ight not be convenient 
to a company to run underground mains, and we th ink sub-clause 3 of clause 26 would be quite sufficient 
to protect the municipalities. W e object to sub-clauses 1 and 2.

948. Do you read clause 26 to apply to companies now in existence ?—I  did read it so. I  would be 
very glad to find th a t it did not.

949. B y  the Hon. F. S . Grimwade.— You th ink you w ill want a new licence at the end of the seven 
years ?— I  th ink  so ; I  may be reading the section wrongly.

950. B y  the Hon. the Chai/rman.— Is there any other clause you take exception to ?-—No ; on the
whole the company approves of the  B ill introduced by the Government.

951. B y  the Hon. J .  B e ll.— Y our company objects to the corporation competing w ith it, does that 
mean for all time ?— F or the 42 years.

952. You th ink the city of B allarat should not be permitted to undertake any lighting by electricity ? 
—Yes, because by clause 39 they  have the righ t of taking over the works a t the end of the 42 years it is 
only giving a concession for 42 years to an enterprise th a t would otherwise never have been started on 
Ballarat.

953. Do you not th ink  the seven years’ tenure is sufficient ?— No, we proved tha t by going to the  
public for money and being refused. T he public will not give us money on th a t tenure.

954. B y  the Hon. L ieut.-C ol. S ir  F. T. Sargood.— As a m atter of fact you started w ith that
tenure ?— Yes, on private money ; we have issued 14,800 shares, and they are practically held by 108 
shareholders

955. B y  the Hon. F. S . Grimwade.— H ow  much is called u p ? — A bout 12,000 shares are fully paid 
up to 10s., but they were given to the syndicate th a t found the money, and th a t only represents.about

£ 1 >5 0 0 ' ' , * .  *956. B y  the Hon. Lieut.-C ol. S ir  F. T. Sargood.— May it not be argued tha t the very tact or m e
public not caring to take up these shares is a reason why the corporation should be allowed to un er a e 
the business, seeing th a t they can borrow money easily ?— Our experience is tha t the public objecte o give 
the money because there was no certain tenure for the undertaking. W e would have had no l cu y 
w hatever in getting  the money if we could have assured the public th a t we had a tenure equal to e
English tenure. _ _ T , ,,

957. Is  it not a fact th a t the public know th a t electric lighting companies have not paid . 1 nar y 
th ink th a t is a fact. W ith  the term of 42 years given in England the companies are beginning to pay very 
well, bu t until they got a certainty of tenure they  did not pay a t a l l ; they were all worked a t a loss.



958. B y  the H on . F. S . G rim w ade.— Y ou object to the  righ t of councils to oppose you, but you do 
not object to other private companies ?— No, I  do not th ink  we could go so far as t h a t ; we would give a 
fair field to all outsiders— we only object to th e  councils.

959. B y  the H on. D . E . M cB ryd e .— W hy do you m ake the distinction ?— W e th ink  the corporation 
could swam p an enterprise like ours, speaking of B allara t particu larly , whereas no private company could 
now swamp u s— they  would not be on any better footing than  we are. T he  corporation of B allarat, starting  
to-m orrow, w ith  its  command of capital, would shu t us up in six  m onths, and our outlay would be lost. 
T hough we really started  the enterprise and educated the  public to the ligh t, the  corporation would get the 
benefit of th a t and would swamp us through the ir command of capital.

960. B y  the H on. L ieu t.-C o l. S ir  F . T . Sargood.— Could your company borrow money as cheaply 
as the corporation ?—I  am inclined to th ink  we could ; I  do not th ink  there would be any difficulty in 
getting  money if we had a tenure of 42 years.

961. B y  the H on. the Chavrman.— Y ou say there  are 14,800 shares, 12,000 of w hich were given to 
the syndicate fu lly  paid u p ? — Y es, they  originally contributed about £1,500.

962. On the rem aining 2,800 shares how  m uch has been called up ?— I  th ink the last call w ill make
it 3s.

963. T hen  altogether about £2 ,000 has been called up ?— Yes, b u t we have expended a good deal 
more th an  th a t on th e  works.

964. A t w hat ra te  do you supply private individuals ?— W e have a fixed ra te— we do not sell by 
m eter, the  undertak ing  is not large enough. W e charge £3  per year for incandescent lights w ith  no limit 
as to tim e except tw elve o'clock. W e charge £ 3 0  per year for the  arc lights in the streets or to private 
persons— one or tw o private  persons have taken  arc ligh ts from us. T he incandescent lights are sixteen 
candle-power.

965. B y  the Hon. F . S . Grimwade.— W hat happens after tw elve o 'clock ?— W e nom inally stop the 
supply after tw elve, bu t as a fact we really  run them  until one o’clock, bu t tw elve is th e  lim it to the con
sumer. W e have m ade a special contract w ith  one or two of the shopkeepers of B allara t who only ligh t 
on Saturday n ights, and we give it to them  a t half price, bu t th a t only applies to th ree or four.

966. Does your company do all the  electric ligh ting  of B allarat ?—Yes.
967. A re there no private dynamos ?— Mr. Oddie has a sm all one connected w ith  the School of 

A rts  w ith  four or five ligh ts in an upsta irs room. W e ligh t the railw ay stations and the  shunting y a rd ; 
we have 25 arcs supplied to the railw ays and they  ge t a slight concession from  us— they get them  for. £25 
to £30  a year each.

Cross-exam ined by M r. B o x .
968. I  understand  you to sa.y th a t your com pany has issued 14,800 shares ?—Y es.
969. H ow  m any of those shares were given aw ay?— Tw elve thousand were allo tted  to the  syndicate 

th a t originally found the  capital, and they  are fully  paid up.
970. B y how many people are the rem ainder h e ld ? — T here are 108 shareholders altogether— about 

90 would hold the  balance.
971. H ow  m any do you hold ?— I  th in k  it is 300.
972. H ow  m any does M r. N iven hold ?— I  am not quite sure.
973. You consider th e  ratepayers of the city of B allara t should not be allowed to in stitu te  electric

ligh ting  for the w hole of the  ra tepayers because it would in terfere w ith  the interests of about 90 people ?— 
No, I  th in k  the  ra tepayers of B allarat are very anxious indeed to see th is  company prosper.

974. Y ou do not believe in m unicipalization ?— T h at is ra ther a general sta tem ent— I  do not th ink  
the m unicipality could work the business any better th an  a p rivate  company.

975. T he  same th ing  would apply to gas ?— T he corporation of B allara t does not supply the gas.
976. T he  corporation of B allara t have power to erect gasw orks and ligh t private houses, and 

charge for it ?— T hey have under the  Local G overnm ent A ct, but they have not attem pted  to do it.
977. T hey  have not the power under th a t A c t to w ork th e  electric lig h t ?— N o, I  do not th ink  so.
978. Do you th in k  th e  Local G overnm ent A c t th a t gave them  th a t power ought not to be in 

existence ?— I t  has no t been taken  advantage of.
979. H ave you any know ledge of the  success of m unicipalization, both in electric ligh t and gas, 

in E ng land  ?— I  have heard  of one or tw o th a t are said to be very successful.
980. I f  th a t work is successful it  relieves the  ra tepayers ?— I  am not in a position to say it does.
981. Do you say a company can ge t money as cheaply as a corporation ?— Speaking for B allarat, 

we could get the money as cheaply as the  corporation.
982. H ave you the same security to offer to the lender ?— If  th is B ill becomes an A c t of P a rlia 

m ent we have power to m ake an arrangem ent to-m orrow to get all the  money to lig h t B allarat.
983. Do you m ean th a t any lender of money would lend to your com pany as liberally and a t the 

the  same ra te  of in terest as to the city of B alla ra t ?— I  th ink  we can get the  money ju s t as cheaply.
984. Y ou object to clause 26 ?— Yes.
985. I t  is very objectionable to have to go to the persons who have charge of the  streets and get 

the ir consent ?— No ; the  objection I  take  is th a t it  gives the  corporation pow er to nullify the order ; 
under th a t clause they  may refuse consent.

986. H aving  got your order, you m ust go to the  corporation and get their consent?— Yes.
987. Is  th a t  im proper ?— Y es, because th e  corporation is heard on the application for the  order.
988. T here  is only one electric company in B allara t, bu t suppose there  are five and a six th  comes on 

to the field, you th ink  the corporation ought to  have no say as to w hat part of the city  the six th  company 
is to operate in ? — Yes, the corporation w ould have a say in th a t w hen the new  company applied for an 
order.

989. T h is B ill gives you the order ?— Yes, bu t you are supposing th a t a six th  company starts— th a t 
s ix th  company w ould have to ge t an  order, and the corporation would be heard when the company applied 
for the order.

990. H av ing  got the order the company is to go a t large over the  whole city ?— T he order may be a 
restric ted  order, bu t if i t  is not a lim ited order the  corporation should not have the righ t to step in afterw ards 
and lim it i t  j I  hold th a t the  company should have all th e  scope given to it  by th e  order.



991. I f  the order is given w ithout restriction does not it go over the whole m unicipality ? Yes
992. H ave you read enough of electric lighting  to know th a t it has proved most detrimental to have 

a number of companies in one district ?— Yes, but that is guarded against by requiring each new company 
to come and get an order. r  J

993. W ould not your excision in clause 26 amount v irtually  to handing over to your company after
you got your order, the whole lighting  of B allara t and the power to do w hat you liked in the s t r e e t s ' N o  
any other company may come and ask for an order. ’

994. A s far as the ratepayers are concerned you can go where you like and do w hat you lik e 7__The
order would te ll us w hat we could do.

995. H ave you looked a t the order?— I  have looked a t the form of order in England and th a t 
order provides for the  streets th a t the company can go through ; th a t is w hat is called the m odel’order.

996. You know th a t clause 26 is almost exactly  the same in the English  A ct ? Alm ost.
997. In  E ngland  you m ust get the consent of the municipal authorities before you get the order ?__

My recollection is th a t it is not quite the same in England in th a t respect. I  th ink  it is slightly different 
it is not a verbatim  copy. °  ’

998. Sub-section 2 of clause 8 is the same as in the E ng lish  A ct, is it not ?  Yes.
 ̂ 999. T he order lim its the  d istrict into which the company may run  the electric lighting ?__ Yes •

there is a schedule for the streets in the model order. & ’
1000. Do you say th a t the ratepayers of B allarat have no righ t as a corporation to institu te electric 

lighting  until the 42 years are u p ? — W herever there is at present an undertaking.
1001. Do you supply the whole of B allarat ?— W e are prepared to do so as soon as we get a proper 

tenure. W e have a capital of £100,000 in 200,000 shares.
1002. W ill th a t do it  ? I t  w ill go very near i t ; and then there is power to issue debentures in 

addition.
1003. You are solicitor to th is company ?— I  am.
1004. H ave you sent the usual returns to the Registrar-G-eneral ?— T he secretary has, I  presume.
1005. B y th is return  I  see tha t there  are 15,000 fully paid-up shares issued to the  syndicate?— 

Yes, but they have not all been taken ; 15,000 were provided for in the articles of association, but some 
of the syndicate dropped out, and therefore the shares were not given to them. E ach syndicate share 
carried 150 shares fully paid up in the  present company.

1006. D id they not th ink  they were w orth taking ?— On the contrary they did take them, hut there
were not sufficient syndicate m em bers; there were supposed to be 100 syndicate members, but there were
really only 80, so those other shares were not taken up.

1007. A nd the balance are spread over about 90 persons ?— There are 108 shareholders altogether.
1008. A ccording to your return  there are only 40 shareholders ?— T h at is not the final position of 

the company ; since the 14th of October, 1894, the  date of the return from w hich you are quoting, we have 
issued nearly 3,000 shares to purchasers.

1009. T h is return  shows 15,000 shares in the B allarat E lectric  Company, and it  accounts for all the
15,000 were there any more shares issued ?— Yes, the 15,000 shares were the shares originally given to 
the syndicate, bu t as there were only 80 syndicate members instead of 100 those rem aining shares are held by 
the company.

1010. I t  say s—“ N um ber of shares since the commencement of the company, 15 ,000” — are those 
shares still out ?— There are 14,800 shares now out, because of those 15,000 shares there were 3,000 or 4,000 
that could not be taken by the  syndicate a t all, because they had dropped out, and they have now been issued 
to the public and paid for by the public up to the  number of 4,800, so there are really 200 short o f the 
15,000. The am ount of money invested in the undertak ing  is £5,010 ; there are 25 arc lights supplied to 
the railw ays, 21 arc lights supplied to the city and tow n corporations of B allarat, and five arc lights supplied 
privately, m aking 51 altogether ; the exact num ber of incandescent lamps installed up to date is 379, to 41 
consumers. Our present m onthly revenue is £170, and every m onth it is increasing a little , according as 
we increase the installations. Our expenses now are well covered by the revenue— during the last three 
or four months the revenue has a little  exceeded the expenses, but any excess of revenue has been applied 
to the works, it  is not divided^among the shareholders— we keep on extending the works.

T h e  w itness w ithdrew .

G eorge Sm ibert examined.
1011. B y  the H on. the Chavrman.— W hat are you ?— Telegraph engineer and chief electrician in the 

postal departm ent.
1012. H ave you directed your attention  to clauses 31 and 32 of the B ill under the  headings 

“ P rotection of P ub lic  E lectric  T elegraph Lines ” and “ Restrictions as to placing E lectric Lines, &c.” ?—  
Yes.

1013. M r. A rno t was examined as a w itness before this Committee, and he gave the following 
evidence— [Q uestions 229-30 , ante\ :—

“ B y  Mr. Box.—Now go to section 32 , sub-section 4; there is an omission from the Bill there, is there not ?— 
There is.

Thefe should be a proviso in that clause?—Y es; or something else put in that w ill convey what I think necessary. 
In the latter part of sub-section 2 of section 4 of the English A ct it says—‘Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall 
apply to the supply of electricity through any electric line or work laid down or erected under and subject to the provisions 
of any licence, order, or special Act, or which may be used in accordance with any conditions or regulations prescribed by 
the Board of Trade, by or in pursuance of any notice given by them under this section.’ That latter part of the clause is 
the loop-hole; in the event of a telephone company erecting wires after the erection of electric light wires which have been 
properly erected, it would be rather hard in the event of a single telephone wire or a few wires being erected subsequently 
to the erection of the electric light wires, that the company or council should be instructed by the Postal Department to 
make alterations or deviations from their work on account of the erection of those telephone wires.”

Do you agree w ith  M r. A rnot th a t the proviso in the E nglish  A ct ought to  be inserted here ? N ot the 
proviso in the E ng lish  A ct. In  the n ex t question he suggests w hat would suit the requirements here, and 
I  agree w ith th a t.
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1014. H e goes on— [Q uestion  231, ante~\ :—

“ This proviso preserves the right o f the electric lig h t com pany in case the Postm aster-G eneral wants to put another 
telephone wire u p ? — Q uite so. I  put it  as an addition to sub-section 4— ‘Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall 
apply to the supply o f e lectricity  through any electric line or work laid down previous to the erection of the telegraph line 
or lines so affected, and which electric line has been erected or laid down in accordance w ith the provisions of any order 
issued under the authority of this A c t.’ I  th ink  that is a ll that is necessary.”

Y ou would approve of th a t? — Y es, I  th ink  it  is only fair th a t w hen an electric light w ire has been erected 
under certain regulations and provisions, and no telegraph or telephone w ire is in the vicinity at the time, 
provision against interference should be made by the  owners of the telegraph or telephone wire when it  is 
erected— any special provision to pro tec t it  should be made to the  w ire subsequently erected.

1015. So th a t if the  P o sta l D epartm ent w ished to pu t up another wire, and in consequence of th a t
wire being pu t up a com pany or corporation w ere pu t to any expense, th a t expense should fall on the 
P o sta l D epartm en t ?— I  should say, the  first w ire having  been erected under an order, and according to 
regulations and provisions in  the  first place, the  expense should fall upon the party  erecting the subsequent 
w ire, w hether it was the P osta l D epartm ent or not.

1016. B y  the Hon. L ieut.-C ol. S ir  F. T . Sargood.— W h at is your special objection to the proviso 
in  th e  E n g lish  A c t ?——I t  refers to licence, orders, and special A cts w hich are not provided for in our A ct 
a t all. I  th ink  th e  proposed clause would su it the  requirem ents of th is A ct very w ell—better than  the 
one in  the E ng lish  A ct.

1017. W herein is the  provision of the  Im peria l A ct fau lty ?— I t  says “ or work laid down,” it does
not say “ previously executed ”— “ previous to the e r e c t i o n i s  in the amended edition, whereas in this
edition it  does not say so— th a t is a point w hich is not made clear in the E ng lish  clause, and w hich the 
new  clause m akes m uch clearer. T he  electric w ire m ust have been in position previous to the wire it is 
desired to pu t up before the clause would apply.

1018. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— Is there  any other inform ation you can give the Committee 
bearing on th is particular portion of the  A c t ?— I  would like to say generally th a t the  great object in 
protecting the Postm aster-G -eneral’s w ires arises from the fac t th a t the telephone w ires especially 
are so subject to induction from the electric lig h t w ires running in th e ir vicinity. In  the city 
of M elbourne we have been enabled by arrangem ent to keep the electric ligh t wires and the telephone 
w ires on opposite sides of the stree t in nearly  all cases, bu t w hen there  is only a short distance between 
them  the  induction betw een the electric ligh t w ires and the telephone w ires is so great as to am ount to an 
in terruption of the telephone w ires. A t n igh t w hen the electric lig h t wires are w orking there are wires 
connected w ith  doctors and others th a t are alm ost unusable— there is a noise alm ost like a fog horn. This 
arises from  the  induction from  the  electric ligh t w ires, the  currents upon the electric ligh t wives being 
very  heavy, and those upon the  telephone wires being alm ost infinitesim al. T his induction is fe lt to great 
distances, as in our w idest streets, so th a t the  w ires of the  Postm aster-G eneral should be protected from it. 
T h a t can be done by a special arrangem ent of the  electric lig h t wires. Some such agreem ent was 
entered into betw een the P ostm aster-G enera l and the  City Council, bu t in m any cases th e  C ity Council 
departed from the agreem ent, and instead of erecting th e  lead and retu rn  on the same poles and 
crossing them  a t certa in  places, they  have in m any cases erected ring circuits, th a t is, the  wire 
continues up one stree t and down another, following on un til it comes to the other end. I f  the two 
wires were on the  same pole the effect upon the neighbouring telephone wires w ould be equal and oppo
site, and the  one w ould exactly  counteract the  other.

1019. B y  the Hon. F . S . G rim wade.— W as th a t done for jeconomy ?— Y es, i t  is using one wire 
instead of tw o.

1020. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— D id you not enforce th e  agreem ent w ith  the council ?— There was 
only a tac it agreem ent betw een the officers of th e  departm ent and the officers of the  council a t the conference.

1021. B y  the H on. L ieut.-C ol. S ir  F. T . Sargood.— Do you m ean th a t it  is necessary to have careful 
inspection of the  corporation w ires to see th a t they  do the w ork properly ?—W e have no power to interfere 
a t present except by in junction— the departm ent can tak e  out an in junction against the  C ity Council or 
any of the  companies and stop them .

1022. B y  the H on. D . E . M cB ryd e .— H ave you ever considered the  advisability  of having all the _ 
overhead w ires placed underground ?— Yes, i t  is desirable th a t they  should be ; it  is purely a m attei of 
expense. W ith  telephone wires th a t is to some ex ten t impossible ; the  trunk  w ires and the  m ain wires 
running th roughou t the  city  could be placed underground, bu t as the telephone w ires have to be brought to 
every house, and the  electric lig h t w ires, if, i t  became general, would have to be brought to every house, 
they  would necessarily have to  be brought above ground to m ake the connexions. G enerally, however, it 
is quite practicable to have them  underground— it is purely a m atte r of expense— it would be an ex tra  
cost per mile.

1023. B y  the Hon. F . S . G rim wade.— H ave you estim ated th a t ?— N o ; w henever the m atter has 
been gone into the question of expense has alw ays quashed it.

1024. B y  the H on. J . B a lfo u r .— If  the electric ligh t w ires were placed underground there  would be 
very little  induction to the telephone w ires overhead ?— I t  would all depend upon how they  were place , 
if the  w ires were placed in concentric cables, th a t is a bundle of w ires form ing one circuit, w it i  
insulation  betw een them  and another bundle of w ires outside arranged in a concentric form, the one forming 
the  lead and the  o ther the  return , th e  effect upon the neighbouring cables would be nil. A gain, two cab es 
form ing th e  lead and re tu rn  m ight be laid in  th e  same conduit and tw isted w ith  a long tw ist, so as to have 
an  equal and opposite effect upon the  neighbouring wires.

1025. H ave you m any com plaints ju st now of interference w ith the telephones ? A  considerable 
num ber. Since the  electric ligh ts have been lit upon the S t. K ilda road I  have received complaints fiom 
the B lind A sylum  and the  A lfred  H osp ita l about th e  unw orkable nature of the  telephone wires after the 
ligh ts  are lit. _ ,

1026. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— H ave you studied the science of electricity  for m any years 
have been 39 years in th e  T elegraph  D epartm ent, and nearly  all th a t tim e I  have been engaged in electnca 
work. T here  is, of course, another rem edy, th a t is to duplicate the telephone wires, and each circuit wou 
th en  consist of tw o w ires, the lead and the  re tu rn , w hich  w ould be, if placed underground or oveihea ? 
tw isted  or crossed a t several points to  form  a spiral round each other ; th a t is a m atter of expense and tioub e^
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I t  would alter the whole system, and as the telephone system was in existence on the single wire system in 
the city before the electric wire installations took place, we asked the City Council and the companies to 
erect their wires in this fashion, th a t is, lead and return on the same poles and arranged symmetrically, and 
they agreed to do so, but for some reason they have broken from the arrangem ent to some extent.

1027. B y  the Hon, J . B a lfour.— Occasionally the telephone and electric wires m ust cross ?— Yes.
1028. Then there m ust be some induction?—No. A t the point of crossing there is no induction ; 

it is only when they run parallel. The only danger when they cross is the danger of contact.
1029. T h a t could be avoided w ith proper insulation ?— Even proper insulation is not sufficient, 

because in damp w eather the surface of the insulation becomes coated w ith a film of moisture, and the end 
of the wire is bound to be made bare where the connexions are made. Some of our repairers have received 
severe shocks through touching the wires.

1030. Is  there not some risk to persons using the telephones ?—No, for the simple reason tha t the 
wires in the coils of the telephones are very fine copper wires, which any current sufficient to give any 
shock would melt. The repairers do get shocked. Three of our men had very serious accidents, they 
received shocks through touching wires which were in contact w ith some of the electric light wires, and 
they fell to the ground.

1031. E ven though the wires were insulated ?— Y e s ; those accidents took place some time ago. 
There have been no recent accidents, because the insulation and the erection of the wires have been better 
attended to, and better work has been pu t up.

1032. B y  the H on. J . B e ll.— A nd the workmen have more experience ?—Yes ; and they are more
careful.

1033. B y  the H on. D . E . M cB ryde .— When you find your wires are being interfered w ith by the 
electric light wires, w hat action do you take ?— In  some cases— such as the City Council—they have 
complied w ith our request to run double wires in some of the main streets ; th a t is, to run the lead, and 
return on the same poles ; bu t this should have been done th ro u g h o u t; it would not then have affected our 
wires in the way it has done.

1034. B y  the H on. J . Balfour.-—H as the departm ent complained to the companies ?— Yes, 
frequently.

1035. W hat is the reply ?— T h at they  would endeavour to comply w ith our request, but in many 
cases they have not done so ; we have no power to compel them.

1036. B y  the Hon. D . E . M cB ryde.— T h at applies to all the electric light companies ?— Yes. Our 
great bugbear is the induction from the electric ligh t wires. There is, of course, the  danger of contact at 
the crossings. T his I  have endeavoured to provide for by specifying th a t a length of india-rubber tubing 
should be drawn over the  insulation, and battens or split bamboos tied over tha t, so as to prevent any 
abrasion should the wires come into contact, but in damp w eather if  any wire' is in contact even w ith such 
an arrangement as that there is a leakage over the surface of the electric light wire, which is communi
cated to the telephone wire, and renders it useless. They use on their wires 10 or 20 amperes, whereas 
we use only the thousandth part of an ampere.

1037. W ere it not for the expense you would be inclined to have all wires underground ?— Y es ; it 
is only a m atter of expense.

1038. B y  the H on. J . B a lfour.— Is it because w ater is so good a conductor tha t this leakage 
happens ?— Yes, w ater is a good conductor.

Cross-examined by M r. Box.
1039. I  understand you to be in favour of having all the electric lighting wires put underground ?

—Yes.
1040. I t  would be much easier to pu t them underground where you have, perhaps, one company in 

a district than  if there are four or five ?— Decidedly.
1041. I t  would be very expensive in Melbourne as situated now ?—Yes, it would.
1042. A re you also in favour of having one or tw o companies or undertakers in a district, or a greater 

number ?— I  should certainly say it would be far preferable to confine companies to one district for the sake 
of economy, because it is the same as w ith gas works, there is an economy in the leads and pipes. W here 
one company can supply a district it Would be desirable th a t tha t company should be given the privilege of 
supplying th a t district, and other companies should be debarred from entering tha t district unless the 
original one failed in carrying out its undertaking.

1043. D uring the time the M elbourne corporation has been using this electric current, have you had 
any complaint in the dealings between your department and the corporation as to interference by the wires 
of the corporation?— Yes, considerable complaints from the induction.

1044. There has been no complaint by your departm ent as to bad workmanship ?— No, I  cannot say
that.

1045. O r as to crossings ?— T he distance between the wires a t crossings is scarcely sufficient because 
in variations of tem perature the  wire sags down, but if the provisions of the regulations put in here were 
carried out as nearly as possible, so th a t at the points of intersection the wires should be supported on 
poles, the Sagging would not affect it so much because it takes place at the bottom of the curve.

1046. Some of the companies have stretched their wires from house to house—have you happened 
to be in Pelham -street lately ?—No.

1047. W hat is the distance th a t you and other gentlemen of scientific attainm ents allow as the span 
of a wire from house to house ?— The lim it should be about 150 feet.

1048. I f  the A ustralian E lectric Company are putting up one of those cables in Pelham -street w ith 
a span of 70 yards on a curve, th a t is against the regulations that you would suggest ?— Yes, tha t is too 
wide a span.

1049. Such a span as th a t from house to house cannot be supported ?— There would be a great sag ; 
it could be supported, bu t the sag would be so great in all probability as to render it dangerous.

1050. W hat is the opinion of the departm ent as to the advisability of the companies fastening 
cables on house walls, as to the safety of it I— Under certain restrictions it would be quite safe to go from 
house to house ; the wire m ust be a certain distance, 6 or 7 feet from the building, properly supported and 
properly insulated.

E l e c t r ic  L i g h t . E



1051. W ith  a lim ited span ?— Yes.
1052. Y ou have laid  down th a t span in clause 18 of the  proposed regulations ?— Yes, it says 200

feet.
1053. I t  is no t rig h t th a t any company should cross P elham -stree t on a curve w ith  a cable w ith a 

span of 70 yards ?— I  should say th a t w as too g rea t a span— that has not come under my notice.
1054. B y  M r. W ood.— If  there  is a s tra igh t line, you m ay have a span of 200 feet ?— Yes.
1055. B u t if there  is an angle a t the point of support, it  ought not to exceed 150 feet ?— No.
1056. Y ou have not seen th is  span th a t is spoken of ?— No.
1057. A re  you aw are th a t in some towns of the  old country the corporations have made subways 

th a t will carry a good many w ires ?— Y es.
1058. T h a t would be practicable in M elbourne ?— Yes ; it  is m erely a m atter of expense.

The w itness withdrew.

A lfred C layton examined.
1059. B y  M r. M addock.— W h at are you ?— Tow n clerk and c ity  surveyor of Richmond.
1060. I  believe you have two electric lig h t companies in Richm ond ?— Yes, the N ew  A ustralian and 

the A . U . A lcock companies are both  in R ichm ond.
1061. A re they  both running  in  your city  ?— Yes, and they  both supply lig h t to the council and the 

public o f R ichm ond.
1062. T he  council has an agreem ent w ith  each of th em ?— Y es, the agreem ent w ith the New 

A ustra lian  L ig h t Company is dated 6 th  Ju n e , 1890, and th a t w ith  the A. U . A lcock Company the 21st 
A pril, 1891. T hey  are precisely sim ilar—they  are very  short.

1063. W h a t is the  term  for w hich the companies have the  rig h t to run through Richm ond?— The 
agreem ent w as for ligh ting  so m any lamps a t a certain  fixed rate per lam p— the rate  is £ 5  per annum for 
each lamp.

1064. W as th a t for incandescent or arc lam ps ?— T here  was no agreem ent as to th a t; the price for 
arc lam ps is no t in th is agreem ent. T h a t was subsequently  agreed to a t £25  per annum, bu t it has since 
been reduced to £ 2 0  I  believe.

1065. B y  the Hon. F . S . G rim wade.— Is there  any fixed time for lig h tin g  ?— Y es, from sunset to 
sunrise all the  year round ; they  have to m aintain  them . T hey  have the use of the lamp pillars, and they 
have perm ission to erect poles in certa in  streets. T hey  are under a penalty  if th e  lam ps are not kep t lit.

1066. B y  M r. M addock.— W h at is the term  of the  agreem ent ?— I t  says— “ T his agreem ent shall be 
for the  term  o f tw o years, bu t each p arty  shall be a t liberty  to term inate th is agreem ent by giving six 
m onths' notice to the o ther.” T h e  agreem ent is allow ed to  run on as long as the  terms are kept. The 
price o f some of the  incandescent lam ps has been reduced because they  are not kep t lit all n ight now— they 
have been reduced to  £3  10s. per annum .

1067. B y  the Hon. J . Bell.— P ractica lly , it  is a six m onths’ tenure now ?— Y es, we can give them 
six m onths’ notice a t any tim e.

1068. B y  M r. M addock.— So far as the  corporation is concerned, so long as the  companies fulfil 
the ir p a rt of the  agreem ent there  is no w ish th a t th ey  should go out ?— No, there  is no w ish on the part of 
th e  council for the  companies to go o u t ; they  have alw ays been very  well satisfied.

1069. H ow  did you divide the d istric t betw een the  companies ?— T h e council decided they 
would only allow  one com pany in  each p a rt of R ichm ond, and the  companies have never applied to cross 
the  boundary. One goes along B ridge-road and the  o ther along S w an-street. One company has extended 
as far as the  top of C hurch-stree t hill. T here  is no absolute boundary betw een them , bu t th e  council 
w ould not favorab ly  en terta in  an  application  from  one com pany to be allow ed to cross the  o ther company s 
w ires.

1070. W as it at th e  request of the  corporation or a t the ir own request th a t these companies com
menced operations in R ichm ond ?— T h e  com panies commenced in Richm ond of their own accord.

1071. T here  w as no inv ita tion  from th e  council?— N o.
1072* T here  w as no reference w hatever, good, bad, or indifferent, to p rivate  supply in your agree

m ent w ith  th e  companies ?— No, there is no reference a t all to priva te  supply.
1073. I  believe you have had  some experience in  E ng land  in electric ligh ting  ?— Yes, I  was one of 

the  pioneers of electric ligh ting  a t home ; I  had a lo t to  do w ith  it.
1074. W h at is your opinion w ith  reference to  the  necessity  for there being some control over these 

com panies— we have noth ing  corresponding to th e  B oard of T rade  here, b u t should there  not be some 
control ?— T h ere  should be control, no doubt.

1075. Y ou th ink  com panies dealing  w ith  such a pow er as electricity  should be under some control 
and be reg u la ted  ?— C ertainly.

1076. W h a t arrangem ent have you  in  your city  for p reven ting  the  electric  ligh t w ires from inter
fering w ith  th e  other w ires ?— T h e  electric  lig h t poles are  on one side of the stree t and the telegraph poles 
on the  other.

1077. So fa r  as the corporation o f R ichm ond are concerned, they  desire to keep the  control of the 
streets ?— M ost certain ly  ; the  council has no w ish to have tw o or th ree  com peting companies in one 
street.

1078. I t  w ishes to re ta in  th e  con tro l of its  ow n streets ?— Y es.

The witness withdrew.

T hom as G ittu s  exam ined,
1079. B y  M r. M addock.— Y ou a re  a councillor of the  city  of South  M elbourne ?— Yes.
1080. Y our council has considered th is  B ill ?— Y es.
1081. W h a t is the  opinion of your council w ith  reference to  the  B il l? — T h e  proposed amendmen s 

agreed to a t the  Conference o f M unicipalities w ere subm itted to my council along w ith  the Bill. I  6 
council referred the  m atter to a com m ittee w h ich  w en t carefully th rough  it  and adopted the  recommendations 
of the conference.

1082. Y ou have only one com pany in  your d is tric t?— Yes, the  A . U . A lcock  Company.



T. Gittus,
9th October, 1895.

108i  C0I?P?ny ca“ e, in a t . their own request?— Yes ; they wished to supply certain shop
keepers w ith light, and they asked permission to do so.
. o n 1° ^ ' i Th.eiir aSr ®ement w,ith, you. contained the terms upon which the council agreed to their coming 
in ?— Certainly, the m atter was dealt w ith by the council. They wrote to the council asking for permission 
to come into certain streets—it was referred to the W orks Committee, and the W orks Committee and the 
representative of the company agreed to the conditions. Those conditions were sent to our solicitors and 
the solicitors of the company, and they approved of the conditions by letter to us.

. 1085. The document th a t was sent to the solicitors is the one th a t was produced here at the last 
meeting r— Yes.

1086. Can you tell us the terms of th a t agreement ?— I t  was to be for not more than seven years.
1087. I t  provided for the corporation itself erecting works and supplying light, both public and 

private?— Yes, we reserved to ourselves the righ t to treat w ith any other person or company or to do the 
work ourselves.

1088. Did you have a conversation recently w ith a representative of the company w ith reference to 
the lighting of the streets of the city ?— Yes, our council was considering the advisability of lighting the 
streets of the city w ith  the electric light, and a letter was sent to the company asking their terms. 
Receiving no leply, and feeling interested in the subject, I  waited upon the company at their offices in 
Swanston-street. I  saw the secretary and Mr. Mountain, and the information they gave me was that the 
company could not consider i t—it was too large a co n trac t; they had not the funds.

1089. The company applies to you whenever it wishes to make extensions into the city ?—Yes 
from time to time. 5

1090. So far these applications have always been granted ?—Yes, subject to the agreement.
1891. The council has no intention of refusing permission ?—No.
1092. T he council wishes the agreement to be maintained ?— So far as I  am aware it does.

Cross-examined by M r. Wood.
1093. In  your municipality as in Richmond, I  believe the poles were pu t up by the company ?— Yes.
1094. Do you know when the company first put up poles in South Melbourne ?— I  think it was in 

1891. The company first commenced to ligh t South Melbourne about the latter part of 1890; I  know they 
had the wires on private houses before they had the poles erected, because our attention was called to the 
fact that the company had the wires attached to the houses w ithout the consent of the property-holders, 
and we were asked to interfere.

The witness withd/rew.

Frederick George Miles examined.
1095. B y  M r. M addock.— You are Town Clerk of South Melbourne ?—I  am.
1096. Y ou hold in your hand an ex tract from the terms of an agreement between your council and 

the A . U. Alcock Company containing some four or five clauses ?— Yes, this is taken from our agreement.
1097. W ill you give us the correspondence leading up to th a t agreement ?— The first letter is dated 

13th November, 1890, from M r. S. Stains, Secretary of the A . U. Alcock Electric L igh t and Motive 
Power Company, asking for permission to erect poles for carrying electric light wires in South Melbourne. 
The reply is dated 29th January , 1891, and states th a t the council will agree to the poles being placed in 
the streets “ subject to the company agreeing to and complying w ith the conditions set forth in the agree
ment accompanying.” There are eleven clauses in the agreement.

1098. Following on that, what took place ?— On the 16th February, 1891, a further letter was received 
from the secretary, M r. Stains, stating th a t his board would be most happy to sign an agreement based on 
the terms of the copy forwarded. T h a t was replied to on the 21st of M ay, 1891.

1099. Is  it correct th a t the agreement, which was produced in draft here a t the last meeting, was 
submitted to the solicitors for the company and approved ?— Yes.

1100. H ave you any letter from the company agreeing to the terms of th a t agreement ?—Y es. On 
March, the 24th, I  w rote tha t w ith reference to the agreement w ith the company the council had decided 
that they would agree w ith the company on the points on which a difference existed on the following 
term s;—Allowing the company six months’ instead of three months’ notice ; and as to the rent of the poles, 
that one-half should be paid to the company, and the  other half to the council. They replied that they 
agreed to the alterations and amendments of the proposed agreement between the council and the company, 
and asked to be notified when the agreement was ready for completion.

1101. Those amendments had no reference to private lighting ?—No, only the two points I  have 
mentioned.

1102. You have heard nothing to the contrary since th a t date ?—No.
1103. T he company and the corporation have been working under tha t agreement ever since ?— Yes. 

There have been letters since then, but they only tend to show the confirmation of the agreem ent; there 
have been letters up to th is year, 1895.

Cross-examined by M r. Wood.
1104. In  those terms and conditions which were sent in your letter to the company in 1891 there is 

no reference made to private lighting ?—N ot th a t I  am aware of ; the whole application, as I  understood 
it, was for private lighting.

1105. There was no reference to contemplated private lighting by the corporation ?—No.
1106. W hen did the corporation first entertain the idea of private lighting ?— Some time last year 

a conversation took place respecting lighting the streets.
1107. H as the corporation ever considered the question of lighting private houses ?—No.
1108. B y  M r. M addock.— They have reserved that right in their agreement ?— Yes.
1109. B y  M r. Wood.— Their reservation of the righ t to do private lighting was first made last 

year ?—No, from the first the understanding was so.
1110. N ot in 1890?— The council has never given up w hat they might consider their right to do 

private lighting.
E l e c t r i c  L i g h t .  f



1111. In  the  agreem ent of 1891 there  is no reference to private lighting  by the  council ?— I  do not 
th ink  so.

1112. N or any reservation of the  rig h t to do private lig h tin g ? — N o ;  th a t was embodied in the 
agreem ent of 1893.

1113. T h e  com pany have been ligh ting  the streets o f your city  for so m e tim e ? — N o, it  was only 
private ligh ting  a t first.

1114. W hen did the  com pany begin lighting  th e  s tree ts?— T here  is no public ligh ting  by the 
electric lig h t in South  M elbourne at all.

1115. T he  company began in 1890, and in 1894 the council first reserved the  righ t ?—N o ; the 
council from  the  first retained  its r ig h t of electric lighting.

1116. W ithou t any special reference to  ligh ting  p rivate  houses— is there anything in these terms 
and conditions of 1890 and 1891 th a t w ould suggest to the company th a t your council contem plated at any 
tim e ligh ting  private houses ?— I  am  not aw are th a t there is, but, knowing the  m ind of the council, I  may 
say th a t they  alw ays reserved to them selves the  rig h t.

1117. T here was nothing in 1890 or 1891 to  bring to the know ledge of the  company the fact that 
your council reserved to itself th e  r ig h t to do p rivate  ligh ting  ?— I  do not know  if there  was any thing 
official, but conversation and interview s m ay possibly have done so.

1118. B y  the H on. L ieu t.-C o l. S ir  F . T. Sargood.— U nder w hat A c t do you claim the right of 
p rivate  ligh ting  ?— W e do not claim the righ t, bu t we reserve it under any A c t th a t may be passed ; we 
have not got it  under the  Local G overnm ent A ct.

1119. B y  the H on  J . B a lfo u r .— W as there  any rep ly  to the  le tte r from the secretary  of the 
A . U . A lcock Com pany of the  29 th  M arch, 1893, asking w hen you would have the  agreem ent ready?— 
I  do not th ink so.

1120. You were satisfied to leave i t  in  the  d raft form ?— T h ere  w as nothing more done in regard to 
it  a t th a t time. O ther applications were m ade afterw ards for poles, w hich were gran ted  subject to that 
agreem ent w hich had been v irtually  agreed to.

1121. H as it been executed ?— No, it  is in  the  form  of a  d raft ; since th a t we have had letters from 
M r. A nderson, th e  present secretary .

1122. B y  the H on. L ieu t.-C ol. S ir  F. T . Sargood.—^You do not contend th a t  the  C ity Council of 
South  M elbourne has power to ligh t p rivately  a t present ?— N ot a t present, bu t we do not w ish to divest 
ourselves of any possible rig h t to come. A  B ill dealing w ith  th is m atter has been introduced to P arlia
m ent before, and, in anticipation of its being dealt w ith  by P arliam ent, th e  council did not w ish to lose any 
of its rights.

1123. B y  M r. M addock.— You w ish  to  preserve your righ ts  by th is agreem ent ?— Yes, clause 15 
deals w ith  tha t.

1124. H ave you ever actually  consulted your solicitors as to w hether you had th is rig h t to do 
p rivate  ligh ting  or not ?—I  cannot recollect th a t we have.

1125. T h e  rig h t of the  corporation to do p rivate  ligh ting  has never been questioned as far as you 
know  ?— No.

The witness w ithdrew.

M r. M addock  said th a t com pleted the  evidence he proposed to call.

Jo h n  C layton fu rth e r exam ined.
1126. B y  M r. B o x .— D o you produce th e  N otice-paper of th e  C ity  Council of M elbourne for 

to -day?— Y es; th e  10th O rder of the  D ay is as follows :—
To consider and order upon the report o f the P ublic W orks Com m ittee, No. 112, inform ing the council that, when 

under exam ination on behalf o f the council before th e  Select Com m ittee o f the L eg isla tive  Council on the E lectric Light 
and Power Bill, the Town Clerk was asked by the Chairman as to  the intention o f the C ity  Council w ith  regard to requir
in g  the rem oval o f the electric ligh t w ires, belonging to  the three electric ligh tin g  com panies, now erected on the poles of the 
corporation in the streets of the c ity . T he T ow n Clerk, having consulted the E lectric L ight Com m ittee w ith regard 
thereto, was authorized to state that the council has no intention  of requiring the rem oval o f such wires unless necessary 
for the public sa fety . T he com m ittee now recom m end approval o f their action.

T h a t O rder of th e  D ay was adopted  to-day.
1127. B y  the H on. the Chai/rmcm.— W as th a t  reservation discussed by the  Council relative to the 

power to  rem ove the  w ires in  the  even t of there  being any danger to the public ?— T h at w as the  expression 
I  used— it w as in  view  of th e  public safety  only.

, 1128. I s  the  Com m ittee to understand th a t th e  perm ission is to be continued to these companies, and 
not to be determ ined unless on.account of th e  public sa fe ty ?— T hose words are pu t in, following up one 
of the  clauses of our agreem ent, g iv ing us power to call upon them  a t any  m oment to m ake any alterations 
necessary for the  public safety— th a t w as w hy those w ords w ere added.

The witness withdraw.

M r B o x  was heard  to address th e  Com m ittee.

A d jo u rn ed .



M O N D A Y , 14th O C T O B E R , 1895.

Members present :

T he Hon. H . Cuthbert , in the Chair ;
T he H on. J .  H . A bbott 

L ieut.-Col. S ir F . T . Sargood 
D. E . M cBryde

T he Hon. F . S. Grim  wade 
J .  Bell 
N . Thornley.

George Sm ibert fu rther examined.
1129. B y  the E on. the Chairman.— In  connexion w ith  our deliberations a question has arisen w ith  

regard to the  carry ing capacity of the w ires used by the existing companies. A t present they supply a 
certain number of arc and incandescent lights, but, suppose those companies were called upon to double or 
treble those lights, will those wires be sufficient to carry the pow er?— I  am not in a position to say 
positively, but it is very unlikely th a t the companies would put up larger wires than their present 
requirements. T he main leads are the  wires w hich come from the supply station and run through w ith 
a large sized conductor, and as the  num ber of lights to be supplied tapers off they generally put a 
smaller lead, ju s t on the same principle as the  reticulation of w ater pipes.

1130. B y  the Eon. F . S . Grimwade.— Supposing a company puts up a main lead to supply 50 
houses and in th a t same d istric t they w ant to increase the  supply, would those leads carry enough for 
100 houses ?— N ot w ithout they  were pu t up w ith  a view to a large increase.

1131. Do the existing companies put up for present requirem ents only?— I  th ink so, they  would 
have to pu t up ex tra  leads or larger ones for increased business.

1132. W h at is the  expense in  those leads ?— T he copper wire.
1133. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— We were considering this question— a company having made 

an agreem ent w ith  the council has the  rig h t to pu t up one main lead ; if the demand for electricity 
increased along the  route o f th is m ain lead, we were in doubt as to w hether the one main lead would be 
sufficient to give the  increased demand ?— I  th ink  in th a t case the company would have to pu t up ex tra  
leads.

1134. H ave they the  rig h t to do th a t under the  existing  agreem ents ?— I  cannot say.
1135. B y  the E on . L ieu t.-C ol. S ir  F . T . Sargood.— I  was informed that it  was really a m atter of 

engine-power behind the w ires in  connexion w ith  one company ?— In  th a t case they  may have made 
provision. A  w ire overburdened w ith  current simply heats and burns away the insulating material, thus 
becoming dangerous, therefore the  capacity of a wire is limited.

1136. B y  the E o n . J . E .  Abbott.— I t  would be better to duplicate the  wires than do th a t ?— Yes.
1137. B y  the H on. L ieu t.-C ol. S ir  F . T . Sargood.— A  large wire would be more economical than

two small ones ?— Yes.
1138. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— W ould the second line have to be pu t up on a second bracket ?

— Yes.
1139. B y  the H on. D . E . M cB ryde.— D uplicating would be m uch more expensive than  one large

wire ?— Y es ; i t  would be more economical to pu t up a large lead in the first place, but having one lead up
it would be more economical to duplicate in the second.

The witness withdrew.

T he Committee deliberated.

A djourned.





LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE.

R E P O R T

ON

O FFICIA L PRECEDENCE.

Ordered by the Legislative Council to be 'printed, 26th November, 1895.

a u t f i o r i t g :

RO BT. S. BR AIN . GOVERNMENT P R IN T E R , M ELBOURNE.



THURSDAY, 30t h  MAY, 1895

8 . S t a n d i n g  O r d e r s  C o m m i t t e e . —  The Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, That the Honorables the President, S . Austin, 
J. Balfour, S. W. Cooke, J. M. Davies, N. FitzGerald, Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood, J. Service, N. Thornley, and 
A. Wynne be Members of the Select Committee on the Standing Orders of the House ; three to be the quorum.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

TUESDAY, 17t h  SEPTEMBER, 1895 .

12, S t a n d i n g  O r d e b s  C o m m i t t e e . —The Honorable H. Cuthbert moved, by leave, That the Honorable W. I. Winter- 
Irving be a Member of the Standing Orders Committee.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.

T U E S D A Y , 29t h  OCTOBER, 1895.

€. O f f i c i a l  P r e c e d e n c e . — The Honorable L ieut.-C ol. Sir F . T . Sargood m oved, by  leave, T hat the question o f official 
precedence in th is colony be referred to the Standing Orders Com m ittee for consideration and report.

D ebate ensued, during w hich the President announced that he had received a letter from  the Clerk of the Parliam ents 
which he read as fo llo w s:—

Parliam ent H ouse, M elbourne,
Sir, 29th October, 1895.

R eferring to the reception o f H is E x cellen cy  Lord B rassey on F riday last, I  would feel deeply indebted to 
you  if  you  would be so good as to read, th is day, to  the L egislative Council the follow ing sta te m en t:—

1. T hat I  was absolu tely  unaware that I  would be called  upon to take any part in  the procession to accompany 
Lord B rassey from St. K ilda to M elbourne un til I  saw it  publicly notified in the Melbourne Press of the morning of 
the 8th October instant.

2. T hat I  never applied for a position in  such procession, and further that I  never had the least desire to  take 
part in the same.

3. T hat I  neither directly nor indirectly claim ed precedence over M inisters or Members of Parliam ent on the 
occasion referred to, and never expressed in any w ay whatever, either directly  or indirectly , a w ish  that precedence 
over any one should be allotted to m e in connexion w ith  the function  to celebrate the arrival o f Lord Brassey.

4. T hat I  rode in the carriage w ith  yourself, the Honorable the Prem ier, and the Honorable the A ttorney- 
G eneral, as I  was specially requested to do so.

5. T hat during the whole of m y service in th is Parliam ent—nearly 30 years—I have never claimed precedence 
over any M inister of the Crown or Member of P a rlia m en t; and further, i f  such precedence had been allotted to me 
I  should have fe lt  it  to be m y duty to have declined the same.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your m ost obedient servant,

G e o .  H . J e n k i n s ,
Clerk of the Parliam ents.

The Honorable the President o f the L egisla tive  Council.

Q uestion— T hat the question o f official precedence in th is colony be referred to the Standing Orders Committee for 
consideration and report— put and resolved in  the affirm ative.



REPORT.

T h e  S e l e c t  C o m m ittee  of the Legislative Council 011 Standing Orders, 
to which was referred, on the 29th October last, the question of 
Official Precedence in this Colony for consideration and report, 
have the honour to report to your Honorable House as follows

After careful deliberation on the question of Official Precedence in this 
Colony, your Committee have come to the conclusion that it is advisable that 
your Honorable House should approach His Excellency the Governor on the 
subject, in order that the views of the Legislative Council may be known to 
His Excellency in the event of any action being taken to ' definitely settle this 
question, more particularly as affecting the status of the Honorable the President.

Your Committee therefore have drawn up the following Address to His 
Excellency the Governor, which they have now the honour to submit for the 
consideration of your Honorable H ouse:—

To H is Excellency the R igh t Honorable Thomas, Baron Brassey, Knight 
Commander o f  the Most Honorable Order o f  the B a th ) Governor and 
Commander-in- C hief in and over the Colony o f  Victoria and its 
Dependencies, <̂ c., <̂ c., tyc.

M a y  it  p l e a s e  Y our  E x c ell en c y  :

The Legislative Council of Victoria desire most respectfully to bring under 
the notice of Your Excellency a question of precedence arising out of the proceedings 
originally proposed to be observed on the occasion of the landing of Your Excellency 
on the 25th October last.

When the first order of procedure was published by the Government, the 
President of the Legislative Council noticed that the position allotted to him was 
subordinate to the whole of the Ministers, and also to the Honorable the Speaker.

The President thereupon wrote to the responsible Minister, and took exception 
to the position assigned h im .. In reply he was promised by the Minister that the 
President’s “ proper place” would be given to him.

On the day preceding the arrival of Your Excellency a new table of 
precedence was published, in which the President observed, that wffiile his status had 
been allowed so far as the Honorable the Speaker was concerned, it was still intended 
that all the Ministers should rank above the President. The President demurred to 
this proposal, and declined to concur therewith. Eventually a compromise for the 
occasion was arrived at, and the President was accorded a similar position to that 
granted to the Honorable the Premier, and was given precedence of the other 
Ministers.

Since that time the leader of the Government in the Legislative Council has 
verbally intimated to the Council that the Government might propose to approach 
Your Excellency on the question of official precedence, and, it is presumed, tender 
Your Excellency certain advice as to the status of the President. The Legislative 
Council therefore feel that Your Excellency should be informed of the views and 
washes of the Council.



The Legislative Council claim for their President that he should rank 
immediately after the following Imperial Officers, v i z . H i s  Excellency the Admiral 
in command on the Australasian Station, and His Excellency the Lieutenant- 
Governor of the Colony of Victoria (when there is o n e ); and the Legislative Council 
contend that this position is justified and conceded to their President by section 10 
of The Constitution A ct Amendment Act 1890, and section 11 of the Supreme Court 
A ct 1890, as follow :—

Section 10 o f  The Constitution A ct Amendment A ct 1890— u The Legislative 
Council and Legislative Assembly of Victoria respectively and the committees 
and members thereof respectively shall hold enjoy and exercise such and the 
like privileges immunities and powers as, and the privileges immunities and 
powers of the said Council and Assembly respectively and of the committees and 
members thereof respectively are hereby defined to be the same as, at the time of the 
passing of 4 The Constitution Statute 7 were held enjoyed and exercised by the 
Commons House of Parliament of Great Britain and Ireland and by the committees 
and members thereof, so far as the same are not inconsistent with the said Act, 
whether such privileges immunities or powers were so held possessed or enjoyed by 
custom statute or otherwise.77

Section 11 o f  the Supreme Court A c t 1890.— 16 One of the said Judges shall 
be styled 4 The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the colony of Victoria,7 and 
until H er Majesty7s pleasure be known he shall have rank and precedence above and 
before all persons whomsoever in Victoria excepting the Governor and Lieutenant- 
Governor thereof, and except all such persons as by law or usage take place in 
England before the Lord Chief Justice of England.77

Hence it follows that, as the Victorian Constitution (like that of Great Britain) 
embraces two Houses of Parliament, the respective heads of the two Houses hold 
corresponding rank in their respective spheres to that enjoyed by the Lord Chancellor 
as Speaker of the House of Peers, and by the Right Honorable the Speaker as chief 
officer of the House of Commons.

The rank and precedence of these two great officers of the Imperial Parliament 
are clearly defined by law and usage.

W ith the exception of the Archbishop of Canterbury the Lord Chancellor 
takes rank immediately after the Royal family ; therefore, by analogy (there being no 
State Church in Victoria, and no ecclesiastical precedence), the President of the 
Legislative Council of Victoria ranks next after the Queen7s Representatives, viz., His 
Excellency the Admiral and His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor (when there is one).

The status of the President of the Legislative Council and that of the Honor
able the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly (so far as the Colony of Victoria is 
concerned) is further defined by Rule No. 43 of the Standing Rules and Orders of the 
Legislative Assembly, and by Standing Order No. 238 of the Legislative Council, 
as follow :—

Ritle No. 43 o f  the Standing Rules and Orders o f  the Legislative Assembly— 
44 When a joint Address shall be ordered to be presented to the Governor by both 
Houses, the President and Members of the Council, and Mr. Speaker, with this 
House, proceed to the Government House, and being admitted to the Governors 
presence, the President of the Council (with Mr. Speaker on his left hand) shall read 
the address to the Governor.77

Standing Order No. 238 o f  the Legislative Council—44 W hen it is ordered 
that an Address in which the Assembly joins the Council be presented by the whole 
Council, such Address shall be presented by the President, and such Members as may 
be named by the Council, together with the Speaker, and the Members appointed by 
the Assembly.77

Further, all official documents and official procedure recognise the President as 
the senior officer.

By Imperial precedent the rank of Ministers, if they are commoners, is below 
that of the Right Honorable the Speaker of the House of Commons.

The Legislative Council therefore humbly pray that Your Excellency will not 
sanction any order or regulation which will prejudicially affect the privileges of the 
Legislative Council and their President.

26tli November, 1895.
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T U E S D A Y , 3r d  SE P T E M B E R , 1895.

14. U s u r i o u s  M o n e y - l e n d e r s . — T he H onorable D . M elville  m oved, pursuant to amended notice, T hat a  Select Com
m ittee be appointed to inquire in to  and report upon the m onetary transactions of Mr. David H enry and other 
usurious m oney-lenders, and generally to  inquire into and report upon sim ilar transactions, such Committee to 
consist of the Honorables J. B ell, D r. W . H. E m bling, S. Fraser, D . E . M cBryde, E. M iller, A . 0 .  Sachse, 
N. Thornley, S. W illiam son, and the M over, w ith  pow er to send for persons, papers, and records, and to move from  
place to  p la ce; three to be the quorum.

D ebate ensued.
T he Honorable J. M. D avies m oved, T hat the debate be now adjourned.
Q uestion— T hat the debate be now  adjourned— put and resolved in the affirmative.
Ordered— T hat the debate be adjourned u n til T uesday, 17th Septem ber instant.

T U E S D A Y , 17t h  SE P T E M B E R , 1895 .

15. U s u r i o u s  M o n e y - l e n d e r s . — T he Order o f the D ay  for the resum ption of the debate on the question, That a Select 
Com m ittee be appointed to  inquire in to  and report ppon the m onetary transactions of Mr. D avid H enry and other 
usurious m oney-lenders, and generally  to  inquire into and report upon sim ilar transactions, such Committee to 
consist o f  the H onorables J . Bell, D r. W . H . Em bling, S. Eraser, D . E . M cBryde, E. M iller, A . 0 .  Sachse, 
N . Thornley, S. W illiam son, and th e  M over, w ith pow er to send for  persons, papers, and records, and to m ove from 
place to place ; three to be the quorum — having been read—

Question— put and resolved in the affirmative.

T U E S D A Y , 8 t h  OCTO BER, 1895.

4. P e t i t i o n . —T he Honorable G. G odfrey presented a P etitio n  from  D av id  H enry, financier, praying that he may have 
leave to appear and be heard by him self, h is counsel, agents, and w itnesses before the Select Committee on 
U surious M oney-lenders.

P etition  read and ordered to lie on the Table.
T he Honorable H . Cuthbert m oved, T hat the P etition  be referred to th e  Select Com m ittee on U surious M oney-lenders, 

and that the Com m ittee have pow er to  hear counsel (to  such exten t as they  shall think fit) on behalf of such 
petitioner.

Debate ensued.
Q uestion— pu t and resolved in the affirmative.



T h e  S e l e c t  C o m m ittee  of the Legislative Council appointed to inquire 
into and report upon the monetary transactions of Mr. David Henry 
and other usurious money-lenders, have the honour to report to your 
Honorable House as follows :—

Your Committee have met frequently and taken a considerable amount of 
evidence from persons who voluntarily submitted themselves for examination.

Nearly the whole of the complaints made to the Committee of usurious 
dealings had reference to David Henry’s transactions, and consequently your 
Committee’s attention was directed more particularly to inquiring into them.

The evidence placed before your Committee tends to show that the business 
carried on by the money-lender named in the order of reference, David Henry, is of 
a very extensive character in the way of making advances on legacies, reversionary 
interests under wills, &c. Henry has made a special feature of this class of business, 
and spends, according to his own evidence, over £1,000 a year in advertising, which 
is undoubtedly the means of inducing a large number of people to seek his assistance 
financially.

Your Committee find that Henry’s business is almost invariably transacted on 
these lines :—A person who is urgently in want of immediate funds goes to Henry’s 
office and produces letters or documents showing that he is entitled to receive money 
under a will, or in some other way, from England or elsewhere. A small advance is 
usually made in the first instance on the strength of these documents, and afterwards, 
when satisfactory inquiries have been made as to his bona Jides, a further advance is 
given, and the applicant is called upon to sign what is evidently a stereotyped letter, 
directing Henry’s solicitor to prepare an assignment by way of mortgage for the sum 
advanced, plies a bonus which seems to have been fixed at from £3 to £5 for every 
£1 lent. Thus, if a man is given £30, less attendant expenses, he is charged £150 
(taking the higher rate) and interest at the rate of from 10 to 30 per centum per annum 
in addition, based on this latter amount. Further, the solicitor is asked in the letter 
to make no mention in the deed of any part of the sum stated being for bonus money, 
and directed to insert a clause in the deed under which the borrower agrees to pay 
5 per centum on all moneys collected. I t was urged on behalf of Henry that the interest 
provided for in the deeds was seldom or never enforced, but was simply put in as a 
lever to compel trustees to settle quickly. Your Committee found, however, that in 
some instances interest as high as 30 per centum per annum had been charged, not 
only on the amounts actually lent, but on the heavy bonuses in.addition.



Borioweis who appeared before your Committee complaining of excessive 
charges 011 the part of Henry were met by the production of the legal documents 
previously referred to, which showed that they had signed away, in most instances, all 
their right, title, and interest in property coming to them. The witnesses stated, 
however, that they were under the impression they were assigning only a portion of 
their legacies. On the other hand, Henry asserted that the borrowers made no 
complaint, and were quite content with their bargain so long as they could get money 
from him, but directly the advances were stopped they cried out that they had been 
defrauded. I t  was also asserted by Henry that in every instance the contents of the 
deeds were explained, and in some cases letters signed by the borrowers (but drawn up 
in H enry’s office) were put in to show that Henry’s solicitor was instructed by them 
to prepare the deeds.

The evidence satisfies your Committee that persons who go to a money-lender 
doing Henry’s class of business are, as a rule, quite ignorant of legal forms, and are 
apparently ready to sign anything in order to raise money. Their necessitous 
condition tends to make them the dupes of any designing money-lender, and it is 
evident to your Committee that, once a borrower gets into the hands of one of these 
men by getting a small loan, he is gradually drawn on by advances being made to him 
from time to time until practically the whole of the money coming to him is swallowed 
up in bonuses and interest. In  order to show the exorbitant charges made, two 
accounts handed in by H enry’s counsel in connexion with the cases of Harrison and 
Stevenson are subjoined to the Minutes of Evidence. (See Appendices A and B.)

Your Committee recognise that the securities taken by money-lenders of the 
Henry type are such as would not be accepted by any ordinary financial firm, but, at 
the same time, they are of opinion that the interest and bonuses charged in most of the 
cases laid before them are exorbitant, as the risk, after the first small advance, 
is greatly minimized by the systematic inquiries made and the legal and other 
precautions taken to prevent the moneys coming due being paid to any other person. 
Moreover, the borrower is frequently compelled to take out a life policy in favour of 
the lender to cover the amount of the loan, and also to have all letters addressed 
to the lender’s office, in order that remittances may be under his control.

Your Committee, in conclusion, are of opinion that steps should be taken to 
prevent the continuance of such a system of usury as has been disclosed by this 
inquiry, and therefore recommend that legislative action should be initiated for the 
purpose of compelling money-lenders of this class to register their transactions and 
put reasonable limits to their charges so that proper supervision may be exercised 
over them.

19th December, 1895.



PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE.

T U E S D A Y , 24 th  S E P T E M B E R , 1895.

Members present:

The Hon. A . 0 .  Sachse I T he Hon. D. Melville.
D. E . M cBryde j

T he C lerk read ex trac t from the M inutes of the Proceedings of the 17th September, referring to 
the appointm ent of the Committee.

T he Hon. D. E . M cBryde was called to the Chair.
T he Committee deliberated.
Ordered T h a t M rs. M ashiter be asked to give evidence a t the nex t meeting, and th a t David 

Henry be summoned subsequently.
The Committee adjourned until Tuesday next, at Three o'clock.

T U E S D A Y , 1 s t  O C T O B E R , 1895.

Members present:
The Hon. D. E. McB ryde, in the Chair;

T he H on. D . M elville I T he Hon. N . Thornley.
D r. W. H . Em bling |

A nne M ashiter examined by the Committee.
Ordered—T h a t at the  n ex t m eeting of the Committee the following witnesses be called :—  

David H enry, C. J . Barrow , and a representative from M essrs. Malleson, England, and S tew art, solicitors to 
Mrs. M ashiter.

The Committee adjourned until Tuesday next, at Three o’clock.

T U E S D A Y , 8 t h  O C T O B E R , 1895.

Members present:

T he Hon. D. E . M cB r y d e , in the C hair ;
T h e  Hon. D. M elville I T he Hon. Dr. W. H . Em bling.

N . Thornley J
T he Clerk read a le tte r from C. J .  Barrow, dated 3rd October, 1895, asking, as solicitor for 

David H enry, th a t his client be not called as a w itness until after a Petition  was presented to the Council 
praying th a t he m ight be heard by counsel before the  Committee.

David H enry made application to the Committee in term s of the above letter.
The Hon. Dr. W . H . Em bling here entered the room and took his seat.
T he Committee-room was cleared.
The Committee deliberated.
T he parties were called in.
T he Chairm an stated th a t the Committee had  decided they would go on w ith the examination of 

Mr. H enry as a witness.
M r. H enry asked th a t the evidence be no t published, in accordance w ith Standing Order No. 205. 
T he Chairman stated th a t the Committee had decided th a t the proceedings should be open to the

public.
Charles Jam es B ayles examined by the Committee.
D avid H enry exam ined by the Committee.
T he Committee adjourned until Tuesday next, at Three o’clock.

T U E S D A Y , 15th  O C T O B E R , 1895.

Members present:
T he Hon. D. E . M cB r y d e , in the Chair;

T he Hon. Dr. W . H . Em bling The Hon. J .  Bell
A . O. Sachse E . Miller
N . Thornley S. Fraser.
D . M elville

T he Clerk read ex tract from the M inutes of the Proceedings of the 8th October, referring to the 
hearing of counsel by the Committee.

T he Committee deliberated.
T he Committee adjourned until a quarter-past Seven o’clock.



T he Committee m et in accordance w ith  adjournment.
T he Hons. A . 0 .  Sachse, N . Thornley , E . M iller, and S. Fraser here entered the room and took 

their seats.
T he Committee deliberated.
T he Committee adjourned until W ednesday, 23rd October instant, a t Three o’clock.

W E D N E S D A Y , 23 rd  O C T O B E R , 1895.

Members present:
T he H on. D. E . M cB ryde, in the  C h a ir ;

T he H on. D . M elville I T h e  Hon. A . 0 .  Sachse
E . M iller | J .  Bell.

T he Committee deliberated.
Ordered— T h at D avid H enry 's  solicitors be notified of the nam es of w itnesses to be examined 

by the  Committee.
The counsel and parties w ere called in.
M r. B ryant, instructed  by M r. Barrow, appeared for David H enry.
David H enry fu rther exam ined by th e  Committee.
Ordered— T h at W. H . C arter, G-eorge Cooke, Jam es Haldon, and Jo h n  Green be called as 

w itnesses a t th e  nex t s itting  of the Committee.
T he Committee adjourned un til W ednesday nex t, a t T hree o 'clock.

W E D N E S D A Y , 3 0 th  O C T O B E R , 1895.

Members p resen t:

T he H on. D. E . M cB ryde, in the  C hair;
T he Hon. D. M elville | T he  Hon. J .  Bell.

T he  Clerk read correspondence from E . S. H arrison, F . G. Palm er, A lfred  Leech, R. P . Lord, 
and Jo h n  Robertson.

T he counsel and parties were called in.
G eorge Cooke exam ined by the Committee.
W itness cross-exam ined by M r. B ryant.
D avid H enry  fu rther exam ined by the Committee.
Jam es Haldon exam ined by the  Com m ittee.
Jo h n  G reen exam ined by the Com m ittee.
T he Com m ittee adjourned un til W ednesday nex t, a t T hree o’clock.

W E D N E S D A Y , 6 t h  N O V E M B E R , 1895.

Members p resen t:
T h e  H on. A . 0 .  Sachse I T he Hon. E . M iller

D . M elville | J .  Bell.
In  the absence of the C hairm an the  Hon. A . 0 .  Sachse was called to the Chair.
T he Clerk read a le tte r from H . G . Stevenson.
Ordered— T h a t the  le tte r stand over.
T he counsel and parties were called in.
H arry  B . Bald exam ined by the Committee.
W itness cross-examined by M r. B ryant.
A ndrew  B arr exam ined by the Committee.
W itness cross-examined by M r. B ryant.
A lfred  Leech exam ined by the Committee.
W itness cross-exam ined by Mr. B ryant.
M r. B ryan t was heard to address the Committee, and handed in correspondence between Leech and

H enry.
W itness further cross-exam ined by M r. B ryan t.
W itness fu rther exam ined by the Committee.
Ordered— T h at F . G. Palm er and J .  G reen be exam ined a t the  nex t sitting  o f the  Committee.
T he Com m ittee adjourned until W ednesday next, a t Three o’clock.

W E D N E S D A Y , 13th  N O V E M B E R , 1895.

Members presen t:

T he H on. D. E . M cB ryde , in the  C hair :
T he  H on. D. M elville I T he Hon. E . M iller.

J .  Bell I
T he Clerk read a le tte r from E . S. H arrison.
Ordered— T h at he be called as a w itness.
T h e  counsel and parties w ere called in.
Jo h n  Green further exam ined by the Committee.



Leslie Jo h n  P ark  examined by the Committee.
W itness examined by Mr. Bryant.
W itness cross-examined by Mr. Green.
Joh n  Green cross-examined by Mr. Bryant.
W itness further examined by the Committee.
Jam es H aldon further examined by the Committee.
Ordered— T hat Jam es Haldon, E . S. Harrison, W . H . Carter, T . W . Lloyd, and H. G. Stevenson 

be examined a t the nex t sitting of the Committee.
The Committee adjourned until Thursday, 21st November instant, a t Three o’clock.

T H U R S D A Y , 21 st N O V E M B E R , 1895.

Members presen t:

The Hon. D. E. M cB ryde, in the Chair;
The Hon. D. Melville 

J .  Bell
The Hon. A . O. Sachse.

The Clerk submitted a letter from John  Green, which the Committee declined to have read, and 
from P a trick  M urray, on which no action was taken.

T he counsel and parties were called in.
Edw ard S. Harrison examined by the Committee.
W itness cross-examined by Mr. B ryant.
David H enry further examined by the Committee.
The Committee adjourned until W ednesday next, at Three o’clock.

W E D N E S D A Y , 2 7 t h  N O V E M B E R , 1895.

Members presen t:

The Hon. D. E . M cB r y d e , in the Chair;
T he Hon. D. M elville I The Hon. J .  Bell

E . M iller J A. O. Sachse.

T he counsel and parties were called.
Mr. B ryant asked th a t T. N . W hyte, solicitor, be heard in connexion w ith the statements m^de bj

E . S. Harrison a t the previous meeting.
T he Chairman said there was no necessity for Mr. W hyte to be heard.
George Allen examined by Mr. Bryant.
W itness examined by the Committee.
T he Hon. J .  Bell here entered the room and took his seat.
Jo h n  Green asked to be allowed an opportunity of rebutting evidence given by Leslie J .  Park , 

manager of the Colonial M utual Life Assurance Society, and was informed he could put his statements in 
writing.

Jam es Haldon further examined by the Committee.
W itness cross-examined by M r. B ryant.
T he Hon. A . 0 .  Sachse here entered the room and took his seat.
Cross-examination of witness continued.
Thomas W. Lloyd examined by the Committee.
Ordered— T hat W. H. Carter and H . G. Stevenson be examined as witnesses a t the next sitting of 

the Committee.
The Committee adjourned until W ednesday next, a t half-past Tw o o’clock.

W E D N E S D A Y , 4 t h  D EC E M B E R , 1895.

Members present:

The Hon. D. E . M cB r y d e , in the Chair ;
T he Hon. D. M elville [ The Hon. A. 0 .  Sachse.

The counsel and parties were called in.
Edw ard S. H arrison further examined by the Committee.
W itness cross-examined by Mr. Bryant.
H enry  Gore Stevenson examined by the Committee.
W itness cross-examined by Mr. Bryant.
The Committee adjourned until W ednesday next, a t half-past Tw o o’clock.



Members present:

The H on. D. E. McB ryde, in the C hair;
T he H on. D. M elville I T h e  H on. E . M iller

D r. W . H . E m bling  J A . O. Saohae.

T he counsel and parties were called in
Thom as W . L loyd fu rth e r exam ined by th e  Committee.
W itness cross-exam ined by M r. B ryant.
T he  H on. E . M iller here entered the  room and  took his seat.
T he C hairm an read a telegram  from  the clerk  of courts, Colac, re P a rk es’s verdict in H arrison’s

case.
M r. B ryan t read a sta tem ent from T . N . W hyte, solicitor, on same subject.
H enry  G-ore S tevenson fu rther exam ined by th e  Com m ittee.
T he Committee-room w as cleared.
T h e  Com m ittee deliberated.
T he Hon. A. 0 .  Sachse here entered th e  room and took his seat.
T he counsel and parties w ere called in.
T he C hairm an sta ted  th a t the Com m ittee did not in tend to  hear any more evidence.^
M r. B ryan t handed in certain  docum ents show ing losses made by D avid  H enry in his business.
M r. B ryan t was heard  to address th e  Committee.

• T h e  Com m ittee adjourned.

W E D N E S D A Y , 1 8 t h  D E C E M B E R , 1895.

Members present:
T h e  H on. D . E . M c B r y d e , in  the  C hair;

T he H on. D. M elville T h e  H on. A . 0 .  Sachse
E . M iller D r. W . H . Em bling.

The C hairm an subm itted th e  D ra ft R eport, w hich w as amended and agreed to.
T he Com m ittee deliberated.
Ordered— T h a t the Chairm an report to  th e  Council.
T he Com m ittee adjourned.



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.



LIST OF WITNESSES.

M rs. A nne M ash iter ... 

W illiam  Jam es B ayles 

D avid  H enry  

G eorge Cooke 

Jam es H aldon  

Jo h n  G reen 

H a r ry  B. B ald  

A ndrew  B arr 

A lfred  L eech  

L eslie  J o h n  P a rk  

E dw ard  S. H arrison  ...  

G eorge A llen  

T hom as W illiam s L loyd 

H enry  G ore S tevenson

P age

1
2

2, 5, 15, 36 

9

16, 26, 40 

16, 22, 24, 40  

18 

18 

19 

23  

27, 44  

39  

42, 49 

45, 51



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

The Hon. D. Melville.

T U E S D A Y , 1 s t  O C TO B ER , 1895.

Members presen t:
T he H on. D. E. McB ryde, in the Chair;

T he Hon. Dr. W . H . Em bling 
N. Thornley

Mrs. A nne M ashiter examined.
1. B y  the Hon, the Chairman.— W hat is your occupation ?—M arket gardener.
2. W hat do you know of the m atter, as to money lent to your late husband by Mr. D avid H enry? 

— I  did not know anything about it till Senior Constable Ryan read the letter, in the house, tha t was found 
on my husband after he committed suicide—that was the first I  had heard of David Henry. I  knew my 
husband was borrowing money, but I  did not know from whom.

3. Since your attention has been drawn to this matter, has anyone been near you ?— There were two 
of David H enry’s lawyers came. I  did not take much notice of w hat they said. I  told them I  had put the 
m atter in my law yers’ hands and would have nothing to do w ith them. Messrs. Malleson, England, and 
Stew art are my lawyers.

4. Did the two who came to see you make any suggestions to you ?— N ot th a t I  can remember. I  
was surprised at their coming under the circumstances.

5. T hen you were entirely unaw are w here the money came from th a t your husband got ?—I  was. 
I  had no idea he had anything to do w ith David Henry.

6. B y  the H on. D r. W . H . E m bling .— W hen your husband left you for the last time, did you notice 
anything in his manner— had he been complaining or worrying ?— H e only seemed quiet, as he had been 
before. H e would not do anything except drinking, and he would lie down quiet— it did not seem to be 
anything unusual.

7. He did not seem to have anything on his mind ?— N ot th a t I  noticed, and I had no idea th a t he 
had. I  asked him, only a few days before, when would Mr. H ennell, the treasurer for the church, get his 
money, and he said— “ N ex t week ;” th a t was the day before, the 18th of Ju ly . I  never thought any 
more of the  m atter— I  had no idea he was going to commit suicide.

8. W hat was the money for Mr. H ennell?— H e was the treasurer for the church; it  seems tha t Mr. 
M ashiter had £16 of the church’s money.

9. B y  the H on. the Chai/rman.—You were not aware w hat the arrears were, as far as the church 
funds were concerned ?— N ot before my husband committed suicide— I  had nothing to do w ith  the church 
business.

10. B y  the Hon. D . M elville .— Y our husband never mentioned any amount th a t he owed M r. 
Hennell ?— No.

11. W ere there any bills found in the house to indicate how much the indebtedness to David H enry 
was ?— No, the only th ing was the le tte r th a t was in his pocket when the body was found.

12. M essrs. Malleson, England, and Stew art have the whole affair in hand?— T h at is only on my 
side—I  put it  into the ir hands. Mr. M ashiter made over all to me, whatever there is; he made a will last 
December.

13. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Do you know the name of the solicitors who called on you ?— 
I  understood a M r. Barrow was David H enry’s solicitor. One of those who called on me was a young 
man, and the other a middle-aged stout man. I  ju s t went to the door a t the time.

14. B y  the Hon. D r. W . H . E m bling .—Do you remember w hat they said to you when you first met 
them — did they  ask for you?— Yes.

15. W hat did they say then ?— They got talking about this affair then.
16. Did they  say they had come from anybody?— I  cannot remember the words because I  was 

rather pu t out.
17. W hat excited you ?— I  was rather taken aback, because all the trouble seemed to have come on 

me at once.
18. W hy would not you let them into the house ?— I  knew they were from David H enry and would 

not have anything to do w ith them — they did not ask to come into the house.
19. Did they say to you w hat they had come for ?—T o see me, and I  said I  had put the m atter in 

my lawyers* hands and had nothing to say to them. I  told them I  had never paid such interest, tha t I  
had borrowed money on legacy and had never paid more than 8 per cent. Looker and Sons were my 
agents, and I  never paid more than th a t for money lent on property.

20. You told them  th a t ?—Yes.
21. Did they say anything about the interest ?— No, not th a t I  can remember.
22. You told them they charged too much ?—Yes, I  told them th a t I  had done all the business 

myself and had had money from home.
23. B y  the Hon. D . M elville .— W hat was the amount of interest you complained of tha t they had 

overcharged ?— W hat Mr. H enry had charged. According to the accounts I  saw in the paper it is 300 per 
cent. I  think, if he charges that, it is something terrible, but I  only know w hat I  have seen in the papers.

The witness withdrew.

Adjourned to Tuesday next, od Three o'clock.



Members 'present:

T he Hon. D. E . M cB r t d e , in the C hair ;
T he Hon. D. M elville I T he Hon. D r. W . H . Embling.

N . Thornley |

W illiam  Jam es Bayles examined.
24. B y  the Hon. the Chavrmam.— W hat are you ?— A  solicitor, member of the firm of Malleson, 

England, and S tew art.
25. Y our firm are the  solicitors for M rs. M ashiter ?— Yes.
26. W hat do you know of th is case ?— On the 22nd of Ju ly  a young man named Edgeley called at 

the office, and informed us th a t M rs. M ashiter wished a representative of the firm to attend  a t the inquest 
to be held th a t afternoon. From w hat E dgeley sta ted  it appeared there was no doubt th a t M r. M ashiter 
had committed suicide, and as M rs. M ashiter was in poor circum stances we decided th a t it would be unwise 
for her to spend any money in having a legal representative a t the inquest, as the m atter of David H enry’s 
claim in her husband’s in terest in some property a t home would not be gone into there. W e w rote to that 
effect to M rs. M ashiter, and this young man E dgeley  took the le tte r out. Subsequently to th a t Mrs. 
M ashiter sent in M r. M ashiter’s will, by w hich she was appointed sole executrix , and made a certain 
statem ent about a claim made by D avid H enry on some property  th a t she stated was coming to her husband 
in England. On the 14th of Septem ber I  attended a t Mr. H enry ’s office for the  purpose of obtaining 
information about th is property. M r. H enry  and one of his clerks w ere present at the interview. I  asked 
M r. H enry  for the  information w ith  regard to this p roperty  a t home, and also as to the claim th a t he made 
on the property. H e told me th a t he would be very  pleased to afford me every information. H e told me 
the  name of M r. M ashiter’s brother a t home, and gave me his address; he also told me the amounts tha t 
he had lent to M ashiter, now deceased, and his claims, w hich coincided w ith the report th a t is set out in 
the  A ttorney-G eneral’s speech in the  H ouse— the same figures. H e also told me tha t, from inquiries he 
had made a t home, he had ascertained th a t the bro ther a t home had a claim against the property of some 
£400, len t a great num ber of years before, the in terest on th a t am ounting to some £300 ; altogether he 
understood the brother had a claim of £700  on the  property. H e asked me if we would do anything to 
have the property realized at home on behalf of the executrix  of the  will. I  stated th a t I  would do nothing 
as to proving the w ill unless it was for M rs. M ash iter’s benefit, and I  would certainly not make title  for 
anybody else. On the 16th of Septem ber we wrote to M r. B enjam in M ashiter, of E aton  Chapel, Lancaster, 
England, advising him th a t we had been consulted by M rs. M ashiter. W e forw arded a cutting  of the 
A ttorney-G eneral’s speech, and asked him for full particulars of th a t claim, and also stated to him  th a t we 
would not take out probate on behalf of Mrs. M ashiter unless it was for M rs. M ashiter’s benefit—th a t if 
there was nothing in the  property we w ere not going to m ake title  for M r. H enry. T h a t is all I  know of 
the m atter.

27. B y  the Hon. N . Thornley.— T here has not been tim e for you to receive an answer to tha t 
letter ?—No.

28. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— M essrs. M alleson, E ngland , and S tew art were not the solicitors 
for the late M r. M ashiter ?— N o; our only connexion w ith  M rs. M ashiter was th a t we acted on behalf of 
some estate a t home on w hich some small sum of money was coming to  M rs. M ashiter, and she received 
th a t from us. I  understand th a t is w hy she came to us in her trouble.

29. D id M rs. M ashiter say anyth ing  to you recently about M r. H en ry ’s solicitors calling on her ?— 
I  do not remember it.

30. B y  the Hon. D. M elv ille .— H ave you filed in your office the  claim of M r. H enry  in this m atter ?
—No.

31. No claim has been sent in to you ?— N o. W e have not taken  out probate. T he only know
ledge I  have is from w hat I  have seen in the  new spaper, and M rs. M ashiter’s statem ent, and from w hat 
M r. H enry  told me in  his office.

32. B y  the H on. the Chavrmam.—T here  are no other members of your firm who can give further 
evidence ?— I  understand not.

The w itness withdrew.

D avid H enry examined.
33. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— W hat are you ?— Financier ; m oney-lender.
34. W hat is your firm ?—J u s t  myself.
35. W hat do you know of th is M ashiter case ?— I  have a statem ent w hich I  will read— [reading"]— 

“ On the  8 th  Septem ber, 1894, I  lent deceased £30  on his in terest under his fa th er’s will, and he agreed to 
pay me £100  as bonus for such loan, out of w hich I  agreed to pay, and have paid, all legal and notarial 
charges in  respect of the security both here and in E ng land , and also for a power of attorney to my London 
agent to ac t for the  deceased. T he only evidence upon w hich I  lent the  money was tw o letters held by 
the deceased, and my risk was consequently very g r e a t / ’

36. B y  the Hon. N . T horn ley .— H ave you the le tters ?— They w ere sent home to my agent for 
identification. “ On the 26th October my agen t wrote me a le tte r— [ handing in  a f i le  o f  letters]—in which 
the following paragraph occurs :— 4 I t  w ill require very judicious handling to make the most out of this 
property, and it may be th a t considerable risk  m ust be run  in the  way of expenditure to get the best value 
out of the esta te .’ On the 2nd Novem ber my agent w rote me th a t it  would be necessary to construct or 
obtain the use of an adjoining sewer, w hich would cost £300  or £400. A  question was also raised as to 
w hether a brother of deceased was entitled to claim  in terest am ounting to nearly £ 4 0 0  on moneys advanced 
to deceased some tw en ty  years ago. On the 16th Novem ber my agent w rote— ‘ I t  is quite impossible at 
present, and I  do not know w hen I  shall be able to give you, any idea as to the value of Mr. M ashiter’s 
interest, bu t I  will keep you advised as to the progress of the m atter.’ On the 19th December I  advanced 
deceased a further sum of £30, for w hich he agreed to pay the same bonus ”— (he offered the £ 1 0 0  him self



to induce me to lend i t ) — “ and out of which I  also paid legal and notarial charges. On the 28th February 
a similar transaction took place, and I  charged deceased the same bonus as I  had done on previous occasion, 
as my risk was ju s t as great. I  did not even then know w hether the £400 interest claimed by the brother 
would have to be paid. My expenses in England were continually increasing, and it was extrem ely 
improbable th a t I  would ever get anything like the full amount of my securities. Deceased was under no 
obligation to continue borrowing from me. I f  he had chosen to do so, and could get the money elsewhere 
on better term s, it would have been a very easy m atter to pay me off. The deceased was on the occasion 
of each transaction aware th a t I  was running a big risk. H e had seen my London agent’s correspondence, 
and he was w illing to pay me for th a t risk and the costs I  was paying here and in England. On the 28th 
May I  gave the deceased the sum of £5 , and on the 2nd Ju ly  the sum of £10. I  cannot say w hen anything 
will be paid, as the property is vacant land in an over-built w atering place. Unsuccessful attem pts have 
been made to effect a sale, and costs of surveyors, auctioneers, &c., incurred by me. I  have seen 
the newspaper reports of the letters left by deceased, but do not understand his figures of £32 12s. 6d., 
which I  have not charged him. You w ill observe th a t the statem ent of account signed by deceased 
is dated 2nd Ju ly , and th a t his letter is dated 17th Ju ly . I  understand he committed suicide on the 
19th Ju ly . I  may say th a t the legal and other work in E ngland  has already run into considerable 
expense. I  have not yet received a penny on account of my claim, and it  may be a very long time before 
I  do.” (Some of the letters from my agent will inform you tha t it may be years before I  receive anything. 
The letters from his brother say he is unable to do anything w ith it.)  “ Furtherm ore, I  would point out it 
is my invariable custom to make reasonable and proportionate allowances to borrowers w hen transactions 
are satisfactorily wound up .” W e charge a bonus to provide for contingencies th a t may turn up. I  may 
have a law suit w ith his brother yet for the £400 due to him. I  knew  there was some money th a t he owed, 
bu t I  was not aware there was £400 interest. I t  is only vacant land (when I  lent the money first I  thought 
it was houses), and there is no chance of selling anything for some time to come. I  refused to lend any 
more money. H e wanted another £30, and I  would not lend him any more. H e felt very much annoyed. 
I  was disappointed in the whole thing, and I  said— “ I f  you can borrow the money elsewhere, I  am prepared 
to take the actual money advanced to you and my legal expenses paid to M r. Barrow and to my agent in 
England. I f  you w ill pay tha t, I  w ill accept th a t w ithout profit at all rather than do any business 
w ith you.”

37. B y  the Hon. the Chavrmcm.— Y ou advanced £105, for which you make a claim of £442 odd ?—
No, £425. T h a t is a bonus for profit. I  was prepared to take tha t from him, and I  am prepared to take
th a t now from any gentlem an who likes to take the security over. I  should be very pleased to take the 
money I  actually advanced and my expenses out of p o c k e t; so I  do not make a shilling by it. Those 
things look very large on the face of it, but you never get those big bonuses ; there are always such a lot 
of expenses, and in some cases we never see it at all. F o r your information, if you w ant to go into the 
m atter of money-lending, I  have a few  item s of my to tal losses through forgeries and other things. I  
have lost in one case £700. I  have about £5,000 of losses here. W e take the risk, and in some cases we 
get paid and sometimes not. Out of three cases sometimes we only get paid in one. You will find in the 
letters M ashiter disputes his brother’s claim, bu t there is proof on them  th a t he has borrowed money. H e 
worried me so much the last time th a t I  said I  could not advance him any more in the face of the letters, 
and if he brought my own money I  would be very glad to accept it. T hen I  saw nothing more of him 
until I  heard he had committed suicide. A bout the cheques he disputed, I  have them here, and can show 
them, and I  have every other voucher. I  mentioned something about, when I  heard the  report, th a t he was 
annoyed a t my not giving the other £30. I  heard th a t letters were found on him, and I  was blamed in 
connexion w ith  this affair. I  consulted M r. Barrow, my solicitor, and sent my clerk and his clerk out to 
inquire w hat was the cause of his com m itting suicide, and I  found he was pressed for church funds, and he 
came in for this fresh money ; and th a t was the principal reason he did it— the fear th a t they would take 
out a w arrant and have him arrested. I  never troubled him for any money. I  never asked him for a penny 
more ; I  only refused to lend more, as I  though t the  security was no good.

38. W ith  w hat object did you send those men out when you heard he had committed suicide ?— To 
find out the  cause why he did it. T here was a rumour th a t he embezzled the church funds, and I  sent out 
to ascertain. I  sent to Mrs. M ashiter to ask her to give any information, bu t she would not give any.

39. T h a t is the  only time you sent anyone ?— I  think they w ent out twice.
40. W hat was the object the second time ?— I  could not get any information, and then they hunted

up the Rev. M r. Hennell. H e was not to be found, and they saw M rs. M ashiter.
41. B y  the Hon. N . Thornley.— W hat is the nature of this property a t home?— I t  is land. My 

a g e n ts  and his brother’s letters describe it more m inutely than I  can. I t  is in a w atering place called 
Morecombe.

42. W hat has your agent told you about the value of this land ?— He does not say the value. H e 
says it  is very hard to te ll w hether you can sell it a t all. H e says it  will have to be a few years before 
there is a  demand for it.

43. B y  the Hon. the Chavrmcm.— H as he not mentioned any price?— No, there is no value mentioned. 
They have surveyed it, and tried to sell it tw ice by auction.

44. B y  the H on. N . Thornley.— H ad they any offer ?— H e does not say they had an offer a t all.
45. H ad  he any instructions from you to  reserve ?— There is no reserve. They could not get an 

offer, and now the land cannot be sold a t all w ithout getting  a sewer made which would cost £300 or £400.
46. On w hat security did you go on advancing those large sums unless you had something to guide 

you from your ag en t?— W e ran the risk.
- 47. W hat did you regard as the  security ?— W e run the risk of those things. M ashiter always said 

the land was very valuable ; he did not say w hat it was worth.
48. D id he never mention any sum a t all ?— I do not recollect it.
49. W ho is your agent ?— Mr. Thomas H enry Meynell.
50. W hat is he ?— A  solicitor. _
51. W h at does he charge you for the work he has done ?— H e has not furnished his account yet. I  

expect it w ill come to something very considerable.
52. H ave you any idea of your indebtedness to him ?—N ot for this m atter ; I  have no account for

it  y e t ; he has not sold the property yet.



53. W hat has he done ?— H e has inquired into the m atter and furnished particulars to the other 
claim ants.

54. H as he told you about the title  ?— No, he only said it had been put up twice for sale.
55. Do you m ean to tell the Com m ittee th a t this solicitor in w riting  to you has not told you tha t 

the title  was a good, bad, or doubtful one ?— H e has not mentioned i t ; bu t he would not deal w ith it if he 
thought the title  was not good. T he  le tters  give all the  details.

56. H ave you any reason to doubt the title  being a good one?— No, bu t the property is not a 
good one.

57. Y ou m entioned th a t the bro ther claims some £300  in  principal and £400  in interest. Is  th a t an 
encumbrance in an y w ay  ?—Yes.

58. T hen  you do know som ething about the  title  ?— I  m entioned th a t before. I  can only say w hat 
I  know. M y solicitor mentioned about the encumbrance.

59. Is  th a t a legal encum brance, does he tell you ?— I  suppose it is.
60. Y ou are a financier— do not you know, as a m atter of fact, w hether th a t £700 is a legal encum

brance or not ?— I t  is a legal encumbrance, bu t he said he was try ing  to induce the brother to take less, 
bu t he has not succeeded.

61. H ow  m uch do you expect to have to pay ?— W ith  the auctioneer’s expenses and surveying, and 
the solicitor, there m ight be about from £6 0  to £ 8 0 , or a little  more.

62. H ow  many le tters has he w ritten  you ?— A bout a dozen.
63. A re all the  letters th a t your agent has w ritten  to you on th is m atter before the Committee now ?

 I  believe so— [ exam ining the letters handed  m ] — I did not a ttend  to this business. I  have a clerk that
attends to it.

64. Y ou can send them  if they  are not there ?—I f  there  are any missing I  will send them  to you.
65. H as he sent you any te legram s?— No. T h a t is all the  letters there are.
66. In  advising this agent, did you in struct him  to place any encumbrance, or lodge any caveat 

against the  dealings in th is land, and if so, for w hat am ount ?— I  did not instruct him  ; he knows his 
business. H e generally gives notice.

67. D id you tell him th a t your claim was so m uch ?— Y es.
68. T h a t was money owing to you ?— Yes.
69. You mentioned a clerk of your own and of Mr. B arrow ’s ; w hat are their names ?— M r. Barrow ’s 

clerk is M r. T aylor, and my clerk’s name is M r. M ann.
70. You said ju s t now th a t you had lost about £5 ,000  ; w hat tim e does th a t cover ?— W ith in  the 

last three or four years or so.
71. W ill you tell us how much you have made ?— I  do not th ink  I  have made much more.
72. Y ou have ju s t come out about square ?— Yes, lately .
73. D uring the time you lost the  £5 ,000  ?— I  could not te ll you.
74. I t  is an appalling experience for a financier to be looted th a t am ount in five years ?— W e have 

not made much the last few  years, it  very little  over coming out square. We have had more losses for two 
or three years back.

75. Y ou say th a t M ashiter was very indignant a t the last interview  th a t you would not advance him 
another £ 3 0  ; w hat did he say ?— H e said he w anted the money and made sure I  would lend it, and that 
there was plenty of security  for it, and I  said— “ You can see the letters. In  the face of th a t I  cannot lend 
any more.” I  showed him all the le tters.

76. D id he offer another £100  for £3 0  ?— Yres. H e would have been very glad to have half-a-dozen 
more credits at the same rate.

77. F or the  first £30, who named the  £ 1 0 0  as a bonus ?— I  m ight have named it myself. H e said 
— “ I  w ill give the same bonus if you lend me £30  more.”

78. Supposing the property is w orth it, you have £300  in it as a bonus ?— Yes.
79. W hat in terest did you charge ?— I  did not charge any interest.
80. On the £30  ?— No ; there is only the £100  bonus.
81. T here is no interest on the £ 3 0  running on ?— T here is a provision for in terest, but it is never

charged.
82. Is  there  a provision for in terest ?— Yes ; the provision is 10 per cent., bu t we never charge it.
83. W here is th a t document setting  th a t out ?— H ere are the documents. I  do not see anything 

m entioned about interest.
84. B y  the H on. the C hairm an .— In  advancing the money w hat did you consider the value of the 

property a t home to be?— H e told me it was w orth  over £700.
85. D id you take his word for it  ?— I  had no idea.
86. D id you telegraph to E ng land  ?— No.
87. Did not your agent a t home advise you as to the probable value of the  land ?—No. M ashiter 

said th a t it  was w orth double as m uch as my claim was, bu t I  had to take his word ; I  had nothing to go by.
88. In  other words it was £800  ?— He said it was w orth tha t, but I  had no proof of tha t.
89. W as th a t including the other charges th a t w ere on the property ?— I  did not know anything 

about the £700 then. I  only had new s about th a t £400  in one of the last letters.
90. B y  the l io n .  _ZV. Thornley.— Y ou have told us there is interest, bu t apparently , according to this

document, i t  is not set o u t ; is there any other document w here it is set out ?— T here is a pow er of attorney
th a t has gone home, I  believe th a t provides for in terest.

91. Yr ou have charged in terest a t 10 per cent.?— No, I  have not.
92. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— H ere is a statem ent th a t the  in terest charged, 10 per cent.,

amounted to £32  12s. 6d. T ha t is the statem ent th a t M ashiter made ?— T h a t is not correct. I t  is
provided for, but we never charge the 10 per cent.

93. B y  the H on. N . T h o rn ley .— A s a m atter of fact, do you say th a t in your dealings, notw ith
standing th a t your bond allows you 10 per cent, on every occasion, you never charge it ? On most 
occasions we allow the  in terest to go.

94. Y ou told the Committee th a t you never charged it. A re you in the hab it of foregoing tha t 
interest ?— I  am.

95. Do you ever charge i t ? — I  m igh t have charged it once or twice in particu lar cases.



96. B y  the H o n . D r. W. I I .  Em hling.— If  persons come here and say you have charged it they will 
not be correct ?— In some cases I  have charged it, but almost invariably we forego it.

97. B y  the lio n . N . Thornley.— W hy do you pu t it in if you forego it ?—I t  is a proviso in the form 
of the deed.

98. B u t it cannot be so a ttractive to a borrower to put “ In terest 10 per cent.”  as if you said “ T ha t 
is all you have to p a y /’ W hy do you put it in if  you never charge it ?—I t  is put in the form of the deed 
and filled up. T he form of the deed says “ 10 per cent.”

99. I t  is your practice to have it in the bond and never take it ?— I  do not say “ never,” but in a 
good many instances we never charge it. ’

100. H ave you many transactions in the course of a year ?— Yes.
101. H ow m any—about ?— Sometimes we have six  in a m onth and sometimes more.

' 102. D uring the three years th a t you lost the £5,000 how many transactions did you have— about ? 
— I  could not tell you.

103. S ix  a m onth would be about 300 in the three y e a rs ; would it be about th a t number ?— I  could 
not tpll you.

104. W ould it be 100 ?— I  daresay it is 100.
105. I f  it  was a hundred, in how m any cases out of th a t hundred did you forego the interest of 

10 per cent. ?— A t least ninety out of the hundred where a bonus is paid.
106. So you only charged the  10 per cent, on 10 per cent, of the hundred ?— Yes.
107. A s to the  money th a t you advanced in December, 1894, I  see on the document th a t the 

witness has not signed ?— I  have a cheque here for it, perhaps it was omitted.
108. W here was the  witness ; who was present except M ashiter ?— I  cannot recollect th a t now.
109. There is the “ witness ” w ritten  in bu t there is no name ?— Perhaps it was forgotten to be 

witnessed.
110. I t  is on this document you intend to ge t your £100  bonus and your £30  as well. On 25th 

February there is a stam p cancelled ; who cancels those stamps ?— I  suppose the party  who signed it.
111. T hen there is no witness to th a t e ither?— T hen th a t is my clerk’s m istake.
112. D id M ashiter receive the money ?— Yes.
113. A nd he quite understood about the  £100 ?— Yes.
114. W ho is there besides you to tell us th is? — The m anaging clerk.
115. B u t the only tw o persons we know on the document are you and M ashiter, and M ashiter is 

dead—there is no signature of a w itness ?—T he clerk took th a t and I  have the cheques endorsed by 
M ashiter for it.

116. I  am dealing w ith  the documents you have handed in. The form is the common one on those 
documents. M ashiter acknowledges th a t “ I  this day received so much money from Mr. H enry ,” and it 
makes the to tal sum so much. A ll that is set out w ithout a w itness?— I  w ill look into that.

The witness withdrew.

A djourned  to Tuesday next, a t Three o’clock.

W E D N E S D A Y , 23 rd O C T O B E R , 1895.

Members p re se n t:

T he Hon. D. E . M cB r y d e , in the  Chair ;
The Hon. J .  B ell T he Hon. E . M iller

D. M elville A . 0 . Sachse.

M r. B rya n t appeared on behalf of Mr. D avid H enry.

D avid H enry recalled and further examined.
117. B y  the Hon. D . M elville.— H ow  long have you been established in this particular business ?— 

Betw een fifteen and tw enty  years. I  had a jew eller’s shop a t first, and I  bought land in the early times, 
and then I  w ent into the other business.

118. A re there m any people in the same line of business in the city of Melbourne ?— Yes, there are 
s everal more.

119. W hat are their nam es?— I  do not know exactly  w hat they  are doing. I  should not like to 
mention names, as I  do not know w hether they do exactly  the same business as I  do.

120. Do any of them  advertise as you do ?— I  have not noticed any.
121. You advertise largely ?— I  do.
122. W ill you give the Committee some illustration of the nature of your business ?—A  person 

comes to m e—m ay be a very shabby-looking person who looks as if he did not own a shilling— bringing, 
perhaps, a couple of letters, w ith an envelope, or perhaps without one, in which it  is mentioned tha t a certain 
person has died at home, and has left him some money— it does not say how much. Sometimes the letters 
tell him about w hat it would be worth, or w hat he is entitled to, when the father or mother dies, by reversion 
of property in England, or on the Continent, or in America. I  have several agents in England and 
other parts of the world, who collect those moneys for me. The applicants generally w ant an advance 
on those letters ; sometimes £10, £20, or £50  ; it depends altogether on the nature of the thing, and 
perhaps I  buy them  clothing and see them  lodged, or perhaps they are ill, and require medicines. I  help 
them along, and give them  money until, if the th ing  turns out right, I  get the money ; if not right, I  lose 
th e  money.

123. Y ou say in your advertisem ent— “ I f  your banker stops an overdraft, come tom e ” ?—Yes, th a t 
was some tim e ago. I  discount bills as well.

124. I  speak from your own advertisement, th a t you attract people’s attention to w hat you are to do 
for them — you have advertisem ents a t the railw ay stations ?— Yes.



125. H ow  much do you expend in a year on advertising ?— Over £1,000 a year.
126. T h a t is to a ttrac t the a tten tion  of the people in stra its— in distress— as you say ?— Yes.
127. W hat do you propose to do for those people ?— I  advance them  money when they are in need.

I  have had cases where people perhaps would have actually died if I  had not assisted them.
128. You lay yourself out as a benevolent benefactor to the  general public, th a t is your advertise

m ent ?— I  do. In  some cases I  m ake a profit, and in others I  do n o t ; bu t th a t is my position before the 
public.

129. You can do business for a man in London, in Edinburgh, or in A m erica?— Yes.
130. W ithout giving any names, w hich is the  largest transaction you had last year, say, what 

amount did you lend to one person ?— £300 or £400 .
131. W hat was th a t on ?— On expectation ; say £500.
132. Did you take a promissory note for it ?— No, an acknowledgment.
133. W hat was your security in th a t individual transaction ?— T he parties expect money left to 

them  a t home. W e take a pow er of attorney, and give notice to the  trustees th a t the individual has 
borrowed some money on i t ; th a t is to say, we run the risk  on th a t too.

134. You lent th e  man £500 ?— Yes.
135. Y ou are giving a real transaction ?— Yes.
136. W ere you to make fu rther loans to  the same man w hen you found out all about his circum

stances ?— I  did not make an agreem ent about tha t.
137. D id you arrange at th a t tim e to m ake fu rther loans to  th is person ?— N ot in th a t particular 

case— I  should not lend much more.
138. Did you sta te  your term s to th a t person ?—Y es.
139. A nd he accepted them  ?— Yes, rig h t off.
140. W hat bonus did you require in th a t case ?— I  cannot te ll you exactly  ; i t  is something under £100.
141. W hat in terest did you charge in  th a t case?— W e generally fix 10 per cent., but the interest is 

more. We agree w ith  the borrower ; sometimes it  is more than  tha t, perhaps 15 or 20 per cent. I f  the 
trustees get those notices and the power of attorney, they see th a t it  is running on w ith  10 per cent. If  
they  take an in terest in the property the trustees or the relations generally pay it off sooner, because it is 
running w ith  this interest ; it  is done more as a lever. W e very seldom charge the 10 per cent. The 
property I  refer to was in E ngland.

142. H ave you finished th a t transaction ?— No, I  have not got the  money back yet.
143. W hat is your claim now against th a t estate ?— Som ething under £600 .
144. A t w hat time did you lend this money ?—I t  is w ith in  a year ago.
145. U p to this date, th a t £500  is productive of only £100 as all charges ?— Y es ; scarcely that.
146. Did you telegraph to England about it ?— I  did not.
147. H ave you arrangem ents w ith  your agents to telegraph ?— I  have.
148. W ith  a code?— Yes.
149. You can have a report in a day or two ?—I  can, bu t we seldom or never telegraph to find out

the value of any properties, because we cannot explain it.
150. T h a t is not one of your lucrative transactions ?— I  looked on it  as a very safe transaction 

therefore I  did it  very cheaply.
151. I  do not w ant to have any names, bu t you have had colonial transactions here in Victoria ?— Yes.
152. G ive us a real transaction  of a man who has come to you any time last year and borrowed 

a sum of money from you— a good big sum, not less th an  £100  ; you have very small transactions some
times ?— Yes.

153. G ive us a V ictorian  transaction  of over £100  ?— I  have had several like that, but I  cannot 
remember them exactly. I  have had a colonial transaction where I  have lent £70  or £80 on it, and I  was 
to get double for it.

154. G ive us a real transaction ?— T h a t is one.
155. Call it  “ A  ” ?— Yes ; he comes to me for £75, and I  charge him  £75 for a bonus.
156. W hat is your security  ?—T h e  security is an assignm ent by w ay of m ortgage on his interest 

under his fa ther’s will. B y the  tim e the m atter came due I  found th a t the property  had depreciated to 
such an ex ten t w ith a loan on it  th a t I  never got a shilling.

157. G ive us a transaction th a t has paid you ?— I  had one transaction w hich I  kept for about two 
years and a half, and I  charged £50  bonus on £100. T h a t was a be tte r transaction, and there was 10 per 
cent, on the capital, bu t I  have foregone that, as I  usually  do, and I  got my money w ithin  tw o years and a 
half, so I  made about 20 per cent, clear profit.

158. Give us one of your largest transactions last year in which it was very profitable, without 
naming any person connected w ith the  colony ?— I  am sorry to say things connected w ith the colony have 
turned out m ostly bad, and have fallen on my hands.

159. Y ou cannot give a profitable transaction in  the  colony— one of your big things th a t you 
made money on ?— Oh yes ; I  th ink  I  have some papers to show that.

160. W ill not your memory carry you ?— No, it is my bookkeeper who does those things. I  have 
not had any good transactions w ith in  the last year or so because business has so depreciated.

161. T hen  go back tw o years ?— N o big colonial transaction. _
162. T hen  give us a sm all transaction— a £30  one ?— I  have had one £30  on w hich I  had about £2o 

paid off.
163. W hat bonus did you charge on th e  £30  ?— I  charged £1 for £1  for tha t, and th a t ran over 

three years.
164. D id you charge in terest ?— T he in terest is provided for in the debt, bu t we did not charge that.
165. W h at was the to ta l am ount of your bill, including all charges, w hen it was paid? A bout £60 

for the £30, and th a t ran  over tw o years and a half— th a t was one of the best.
166. W ould th a t fairly  illustra te  your business in the colony w ith the Civil Service and the 

R ailw ays?— No, th a t is different—we do very little  business of th a t kind now ; we did it form erly, years 
ago. L ately  we have lost all our money th a t we len t— we found they  had been borrowing in other offices 
all round.

167. T hen  there  are o ther offices w here they  can borrow  ?— Yes, plenty  of them.



168. Then you have given up the Civil Service as a bad job ?— Yes, but sometimes they come for 
£20, and we run the risk of it, but we charge very little for it. The average price we charge civil 
servants is about 30 per cent. In  olden times they used to pay Is. per £1 per month ; that was 60 per 
cent., but we have reduced tha t now.

169. Are you as cheap as any of the o thers; do you do it as reasonably as the others ?— Sometimes 
more reasonably when I  see there is no risk, but when there is a great deal of risk, I  gamble. I t  is a 
regular gamble, those English m atters. A  person comes to me and wants to borrow £50 and shows a 
letter— I have lent on those letters as much as £700, and it turned out to be a fraud altogether, and some 
solicitors in Melbourne were taken in by the same person, and the best of it was, another money-lender, 
a J .P ., when the solicitor went in w ith this party to take his declaration tha t he had never borrowed any
where else, took the declaration, when as a m atter of fact, he had borrowed before from this very J .P .,  who 
did not recognise him— his name was Dunne.

170. Have you many transactions w ith railway servants ?— Very few.
171. Have you had transactions in Ballarat ?— Yes, w ith people from Ballarat, not in Ballarat.
172. Any transactions in Geelong ?— Yes.
173. Do you find your customers complain of your charges?— They do not complain when they 

want the money. W hen they find they are successful in getting the money out of the estate, then they 
generally complain. I t  is “ after the apple is ea ten ” you know.

174. Have you many complaints about your charges ?— Very few ; they would perhaps, as I  tell 
you, like to have the apple and eat it. They have my money, and when they find I  am successful in 
recovering my money they keep constantly at me to give some of my profits back, and I  have done so in 
several instances where I  have made as much as £100. I  can give cases, and I believe there are some 
clients coming here to you from whom I  have received so much money, and I  have paid them nearly all my 
profit back.

175. You say you have not many complaints ?—I  have not. Of course there are some complaints 
in every business. They say— “ You have charged so much—and have got your money, what will you give 
me back ? if you do not give me some back I  will expose you and do you harm ,” and sometimes we reckon 
up and give some back.

176. H ave any of those people taken action against you in Melbourne ?—Perhaps one or two ; not
many.

177. Tell us any of the legal gentlemen ; have Messrs. Malleson and England had any case—did 
they remonstrate w ith you, or did they demand an explanation or come to you in any of those cases ?—I t  
must have been a good many years ago. I  cannot recollect it— it m ight have been.

178. L ast year ?— No, I  do not know, I  am sure. May I  ask my solicitor, he m ight know.
179. W ill you trust to your own memory ?—I  know I  have had no action from Messrs. Malleson 

and England.
180. Did they, on behalf of their clients, come to you complaining about your transactions ?—I  do 

not remember it.
181. Do you remember any legal firm coming to you last year about your transactions ?—Yes, tha t 

was Messrs. Blake and Riggall.
182. Are you quite sure th a t Messrs. Malleson and England did not ?— I  do not recollect it.
183. B y  the Hon. the Chahrman.— hx advancing money, it is not the rate of interest you ch arg e ; the 

only interest you charge is the 10 per cent., which you have a righ t of compelling them to pay or not, as you 
choose ?— Yes.

184. The arrangement, I  understand, tha t you make when you give money, is to take a lump sum ? 
—Yes, for the risk.

185. For instance, if a man wants £100, you arrange on certain conditions that you will advance the 
money ?— I  do.

186. The 10 per cent, is only interest which you have the right of making him pay or not ?— Yes, 
and if the bonus is paid we generally do not charge the interest.

187. I t  is optional w ith you whether you forego that or no t?—Yes.
188. I  notice when you are speaking you refer to your transactions as “ we ” only charge so-and-so 

—who are your partners ?— I  have no partners. I t  is fagon de parler. I  have a managing clerk, and he 
does most of the business. W e generally say “ w e /’ but I  have no partner.

189. W hen you advance money on the information th a t is laid before you, how much do you 
usually advance. A  man goes to you and represents that he is entitled to a certain amount of money 
under his father's will, and you do not know anything of the case beyond what he tells you—what advance 
do you usually make, supposing th a t he wants £50 ?—I f  he wants that on a property worth £500, we 
advance that w ith pleasure.

190. W hat action do you take afterwards ?—I  take a power of attorney and send it home, and my 
agent searches and finds out, and he either writes or cables. I  show the letter to the client and say, if it 
is all right, “ You can have more if you want it.” W e make inquiries, and if he is a respectable man and 
some person knows him, and he wants the money for a genuine purpose, say, to go into business, then we 
might advance him more money.

191. You would not advance the money on the man’s appearance?— Sometimes we do, simply on a 
man’s appearance.

192. B y the Hon. J . B e ll.— You did tha t in the case of the £500 on the man presenting a mere 
letter ?—Yes, he had a very good letter.

193. T hat is a most extraordinary thing to do, to advance £500 to a stranger on a mere letter ?— 
I  did it.

194. How much was the estate in th a t case worth ?—Between £600 or £700, perhaps less—that
was the total value of his share.

195. W hat was the total value of the estate ?—I  cannot tell you that, but he had a quarter share—he 
was one of the brothers. The reason I  did the business so cheaply was tha t I  had done business with 
one of the brothers. I  have not got the money from the brother yet, but I  have information that the estate 
was pretty  good, and, therefore, I  lent the money so much cheaper. I  believe I  charged only £60 or £70 
for the £500.



196. You said th a t the bonus was £100?— I  say about.
197. H ave you received the money y e t?— No ; I  ought to have had it before, but there are always 

so many slips between the cup and the lip. The relations at home put an obstruction in the way ; they 
like to keep the money as long as they can, and my agent has to force them.

198. VYhat other charges would there be besides the £100 bonus ?— In  every instance I  pay my 
solicitor here for his legal charges for preparing the deeds, the power of attorney, and the assignments, and 
all the notarial charges, which has to be done by an English notary to be recognised by the English notary. 
I  pay th a t all out of the bonus. I f  I  charge a man £50, I  pay nine or ten guineas for the papers required 
in the m atter out of my own pocket ; the  bonus covers that.

199. Can you give an idea of the average rate th a t the bonus would come to ?— I t  is d ifferent; it all 
depends on the risk. I  did th a t so cheaply because I  knew from  the brother th a t the estate was so good. 
I  said I  would charge him £100, and he said— “ I  w ill not give you more than  £60  or £70.” W e do things 
very much cheaper than we used to. We pu t it in a t 10 per cent., or 20 per cent., and ten or twelve years 
ago we put in 30 per cent., but th a t is pu t in more as a lever. W e put it  in so th a t the trustees shall 
expedite the m atter, and pay it  off, so as not to have the  in terest running on. As a m atter of fact, I  charge 
the in terest in very few instances. Sometimes there is a debt to pay ; we have paid £23 for shoemakers’ 
bills a t home before we could get any satisfaction out of the estate at all.

200. Then your business is a very risky  one ?— Yes.
201. A nd under those circumstances you are compelled to charge a ra ther large bonus?—Yes.
202. Y ou cannot give an idea of w hat the average in terest would be?— I t  is so many years before 

we get the money. I  can give an instance. T here was an agent in Sydney who sent me a case to 
M elbourne. 1 never saw the party  before, and I  kept lending the money. In  this case he said— “ You 
may get it paid soon, or in ten or tw enty  years, or never ; will you run the risk ? ” H e had already laid 
the money out. H e got a power of attorney in Sydney and sent it here ; th a t has been running for 11 
years now w ith 30 per cent, interest. One day he appeared in Melbourne ; he w ent to the solicitors, and 
I communicated w ith the solicitors and said— “ I  shall be very glad to take one-third. I  w ill take £625,” 
and they agreed to tha t, but nothing came of it. I t  may run for another tw enty years and I  never see one 
shilling. Now, th a t man may th ink I  am charging very extravagantly . There are very few good cases ; 
I  had one good one paid the other day. A  man borrowed £150, and I  got £250 for it, and I  got the 
money very soon. H e was a gentleman travelling through the country. I  could see by his appearance 
th a t he was a first-class man. I  made some inquiries about his associates, and I  trusted him £150 and got 
£250 within five months ; of course, I  had to pay my expenses out of th a t— it was a very great risk. The 
gentleman would have given me more ; he offered th a t himself. H e said he had no money and no friends 
here, but th a t when he got home he could send the money.

203. B y  the H on. A . O. Sachse.— You referred to your paying costs on an average six or seven 
guineas on certain documents to be sent to England ; w hat would those documents consist of ?— A n assign
ment by way of mortgage.

204. A n assignm ent of w hat ?— A n assignm ent of the man’s in terest under the will.
205. You know  w hat the w ill is ?— W e do not know ex ac tly ; it mentions it  in the letters— “ I  beg 

to inform you your grandm other is dead, and has left you certain property, So-and-so are the solicitors.” 
W e prepare a deed of assignm ent under th a t will. Then there is the power of attorney, and all those docu
ments have to be notarially attested.

206. A  power of attorney giving your agent power to collect th a t money when due ?—Yes.
207. T h a t costs you six  or seven guineas?— Yes, the notarial charges come to 30s. There is first 

of all, the  power of attorney, that is 10s.; th a t is w hat my solicitor charges, and there is an assignment to 
me by w ay of mortgage.

208. Does th a t require registration ?— Y es, th a t is another 10s. 6d. T hen there is the substitution 
power from me to my agent at home.

209. Does not the borrower give a power of attorney in b lank?— No, there  is nothing in blank ; 
tha t is not legal.

210. Then the legal charges would be about £ 8  8s.?— Yes, between £ 6  and £7 . W e must have 
a power of attorney for the m ortgage ; we send th a t home, and my agent searches under tha t as to 
the will.

211. Do you do much business w ith  country people, farmers and so on ?— V ery little. I  have done 
some, to my sorrow, and the farms have fallen into my hands, and I  should like to sell them. -1 have lent 
on farms a t 10 per cent., w ith  no bonus, on farm title  deeds.

212. Have you taken a heavy bonus from a farm er in the  N orth -E astern  d istrict on a promissory note 
attached to title  deeds?— Yes, I  th ink I  did lend some money, and I  found out th a t the deeds did not belong 
to the party a t all, and I  lost the money altogether. I  could not ascertain th a t before I  lent the money, and 
I  have been taken in tha t way several times. A  person came in and said— “ I  am So-and-so,” and that I  
should have to give up the deed. I  lost £45 in one instance.

213. Before you lent the money to this party  up the country, did you not m ake a search as to the 
deeds ?— Even if I  did, I  could not tell w hether he is the man— it was the wrong man came to borrow.

213a. M r. B ryan t asked th a t Mr. Sachse should m ention the case he had in his mind, in order that 
full particulars could be procured.

214. B y  the Hon. A . O. Sachse.— H ave you lent on Governm ent leases a t all ?— No. I  did some 
years ago, but not lately.

215. W hen you lent on G overnm ent leases, w hat interest did you charge ?— 10 per cent., w ith no 
bonus in th a t case.

216. B y  the Hon. E . M iller.— Are all the documents thoroughly explained to those people who 
come to borrow from you before they sign—th at is the bonus they  have to pay, and the rate of interest ?-— 
Y es ; my clerk does that, and I  am present mostly ; it is not only explained to them, but they have to write 
it in their own handw riting mostly. I  will hand in the document, showing th a t they have agreed to pay 
so much.

217. Still, some of those people are p retty  ignorant?— No, they have it in their own handwriting.
218. Do you or does your clerk thoroughly explain w hat it will take to redeem the loan? Yes, 

the  interest and bonus, and they  thoroughly know it before they take the money.
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219. Sometimes, you say, you lose the whole amount you advance ?—Yes.
. 22°- Say you make an advance of £500, do you deduct your interest from that ?—We do not deduct 

anything ; we give the full, net cash— we do not deduct a shilling.
221. In  all cases ? Y e s ; I  add the bonus to it. Suppose I  lend £100 and I  charge £50 bonus— 

I  give him the £100 net cash. I  pay the legal expenses to my solicitors, and they pay the bonus when 
they repay.

222. You say you lend to some people w ithout any security whatever ?—Yes.
220. Judging by their appearance ?— Yes, when they tell me they have expectations. I  have had 

most romantic experiences in these cases. A lady once came to my office ; she had only a few letters of 
Introduction and she said she wanted to go back from the colony—she was very well connected. I  lent 
her £60 to go back to England— I had no security—just judging, by her appearance and some letters, th a t 
she was well connected. A bout eighteen months afterwards an old gentleman came into my office and 
gave me £150 in sovereigns.

224. T hat was what she owed you w ith the interest added ?—Yes, I  never expected to see it again— 
I  was surprised.

225. In  other cases, when your amounts become due,- what steps do you 'take to recover in the 
colony— do you make the usual application to them to commence with ?—I  do not have anything like that 
in this business—we give notice to the trustees tha t we hold the security.

226. I  am speaking of individuals with bills, or lending money in the colony— A or B gives you 
certain security ?— Of w hat ?

227. You do not lend money without security ?— Oh yes.
228. Do you apply for repayment in the usual way ?—If a bill is overdue we wait for a day or so. 

The bills are always made payable at my office ; they do not go to the bank. A  bill is not security. We 
inform them by letter that the bill is overdue, and will they be kind enough to make arrangements.to 
renew or pay it.

229. W hat further steps do you take if a man does not pay ?—If  he is worth suing we sue him; 
if not, we drop him altogether. I  have had losses where a person brings letters such as I  have mentioned 
before. There was a M r. John  W alker ; he was well known in Melbourne, and he brought me in a draft. 
He got the letter from the Post-office containing a draft for £145, payable in England. I  sent my clerks 
round to the bank to ascertain, and the bank authorities identified the “ John  W a lk e r — it was the City of 
Melbourne Bank. The real John  Walker, whom this draft was sent out for, had died, and the bank 
stopped payment. I  had paid the applicant £125 for it, and thought it was as good as gold, and it turned 
out to be no good, and I  never got one shilling. I t  was the wrong man. Other people sometimes get 
hold of letters tha t have been sent out, and they personate the real owner of the letter. Say there is a 
letter in the name of “ Cook.-” A  man comes to me with the letter and says— “ I  am Cook,” and I  lend him 
money on it. There are so many Cooks tha t we know there is a possibility tha t it may not be the right 
man. I t  is a great risk.

The witness withdrew.

Adjourned to Wednesday next, at Three o'clock.

W E D N E SD A Y , 30th O C TO B ER , 1895.

Members 'present:

The Hon. D. E . McB ryde, in the Chair ;

The Hon. J .  Bell | The Hon. D. Melville.

T he counsel and parties were called in.

George Cooke examined.
230. B y  the H on. the Chairman.—W hat is your business ?— I  follow a seafaring life.
231. Since th is Committee commenced, have you been approached by anyone connected with Mr. 

David H enry ?—No.
232. You had some business transactions with Mr. Henry ?—Yes.
233. W hat were they ?—Between three and four years ago I  got a letter from home saying that I  

was entitled to some money. I  m ight say that I  knew long previously that I  was entitled to this money. 
I  went to Mr. H enry’s office one Saturday morning, and saw his head clerk, Mr. Miller. I  did not know 
who he was then. H e told me, after examining me, that he would take up this case of mine for £100. 
When he mentioned £100, not knowing what I  was entitled to at the time, I  was in the act of walking 
away down the office steps when they called me back. Then he told' me he would take the case up for 
£50 ; he examined me very closely on the letter tha t I  produced ; he took all the questions down on a paper. 
He then took me into M r. H enry 's private office and handed Mr. Henry this paper, and Mr. Henry cross- 
examined me very closely on it. H e turned round and told me he would take the case up for £50, and that 
I  would have to give him a power of attorney. They got certain documents— I do not know what they
were now but they got me to sign them. I  remember well reading one of the documents ; it was to the
effect th a t I  was to give Mr. Henry a power of attorney, and he was to receive only £ 5 0  out of what I  
was entitled to, and tha t within six weeks ; and the following Tuesday, when the mail was going home, 
he would send this letter home and his solicitor in London would make inquiry as to what amount I  was 
entitled to Mr. Henry was to receive a reply by cablegram, and he would advance me all the remainder

B 2



of the money, less this £50. _ I fancy it was only £1 he gave me—it was either £1 or £ 2 . I did not 
trouble him any further until I  had watched the paper closely to see that the mail had been delivered 
at home. A  few days afterwards I  called at Mr. Henry’s office to see if they had a reply— they told 
me they had no reply. After that I  repeatedly called to see if  they had had a reply, and I  always got , 
the same answer “ N o.” Some three or four months afterwards I called again, and saw the head clerk, 
Mr. Miller. I asked him had they heard any news about my affair ; he said “ No.” He turned round and 
said to me then— “ Cooke* you appear to have an honest face ; I think Mr. Henry would advance you 
something to-day.” W ith that he sent me into Mr. Henry’s office. A s soon as ever I  saw Mr. Henry, I 
asked him the same question— “ Had he received any reply about my affair?” he said “ Yes.” I was out 
of work at the time, and with that I said I was pushed and wanted a pair of boots, and one or two 
other little things. He sent his clerk with me to some secondhand shop in Kussell-street, a Jew 's placej 
and I  also got £2  from Mr. Henry that day. I might state now that every time I got £1 from him I 
had to sign for £ 5  for it. I  did not trouble him again for a while afterwards ; when I did go to him 
he told me he would keep his office open till six o'clock for me that day—I was in work at 
that time. I went there at six o’clock that night, and they had all the documents I  had to sign 
drawn up ; he told me I was to receive £30 , and got me to sign for £150.

234. What was the total amount up to then that you had received ?— I suppose it was something 
like £40. I did not keep tally of what I  was getting because I thought Mr. Henry was to get only £50 
out of the whole amount. On the particular night I  mean, he advanced me £30, and for that I had to pay 
£150. After be got my signature to all the different documents, he told me he could not give me £30— 
that he had not got it in the office— he gave me only £5. I went away, and he told me to come again on 
the following Saturday. I went on that day, and he gave me the remaining £25. Off and on after that, 
he used to advance me sums ranging from 10s. to, I think, £10, which was the most ever I received after 
that, except on one day. Up to this time he had never told me the amount I was entitled to. I used to 
often ask him that, so that I might know what I was signing. I went to him one particular time (some
where about the same time) and he told me that my people at home were giving his home solicitors a lot of 
trouble over this affair of mine. I told him I could not help that. With that, he turned round and said to 
me— “ The best thing you can do is to sign for the full amount, and we can take them into the court at 
home.” I told him I would not do anything of the kind. I went another time, and he told me he had a son 
over in Adelaide, an hotel broker—-he had found out that rny wife had been brought up in the management 
of an hotel in the old country for her father— and that if I went over to Adelaide he would get my wife and 
me the management of an hotel. I told him I would not go over to Adelaide. I  really forget a lot, but I 
remember that one particular time he wanted me to go to Mr. Barrow’s office to sign certain documents and 
he would give me £ 2 0 —I went with him there ; he held the money in his own hands, and I signed certain 
documents. Mr. Henry turned round and gave me £3  and told me he would give the remaining £17 to
his clerk, who could go and give it to my wife, and his clerk did so. A t the time when I first went to
Mr. Henry, he asked me where I had been employed ; I told him, and he sent a man round to make 
inquiries about me. The result was I got into trouble over this man going to this particular place and 
making inquiries about me. The man who employed me said that a detective had been after me—I knew 
that could not be true. After making inquiries I  found it was a Mr. Mann who was employed by Mr. 
Henry to make inquiries. Also after this, I found out I had signed a release paper ; he told me so, and 
that I  had no claim against him and he had no claim against me.

235. B y the Hon. J. B ell.— Did you not read the papers before you signed them ?— Only the one 
that said Mr. Henry was to receive £50— that was the only one I read any way carefully.

236. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— You signed other papers you did not read ?— I did.
237. B y the Hon. J. B ell.— Trusting to the first ?— Yes, that he was to receive only £50 out of the 

whole amount. After he told me about signing the release paper I had a bit of a squabble with 
him over it, and told him I  did not know I  had signed a release paper. After that, off and on, he
was in the habit of giving me 10s. and 5s. in the streets— I was blocked from going up to his office.
He used to tell me to meet him every Friday morning at the corner of Flinders and Elizabeth streets, by 
Hosie's Hotel, and he would give me 10s. He did this for a little while, and then he knocked off, 
and told me he would not do it any more. He would not recognize me in the street or anywhere, 
so I  was in the habit afterwards of going to Albert Park between 1 and 2 o'clock ; he used to go to 
a private house there of his own at the time, and he sometimes gave me money there. One night 
he told me to meet iiim out . at St. Kilda—I  met .him there and he gave me £1 . One Friday he had 
refused to give me the money by Hosie’s Hotel, so I  went out to the corner of the street where he 
lives, at St. Kilda, on the Saturday morning. I  saw him then, and he told me to go away— “ Oh, go 
to hell ! ” I was sure that he had got the best of me, and I was not at all satisfied. I turned round 
and told him he had swindled me. A s he walked down the street, there were two policemen stand
ing on the opposite corner by the Prince of Wales Hotel. They had seen me talking to him, “ getting 
o n ” to him ; with that he walked over to them, and made a complaint against me. I told him now 
that he had made a complaint against me, he had his remedy ; he could give me in charge. He 
said, “ N o,” he would not do that. The result was I got no money from him, and on the following 
Monday morning he saw my wife ; he gave her £1 , and told her to tell me to be at home at 5 o’clock 
on the following Tuesday. I got home about a quarter to five on that day. A s I was walking 
along Spencer-street, this clerk of Mr. Henry's, Mr. Mann, came walking towards me and told me 
he had something to give me. With that, he pulled a blue paper out of his pocket ; it was a sum
mons for insulting Mr. Henry in the public street in St. Kilda. I f  I remember rightly, I do not think 
I  had to appear to the summons for about three weeks. Mr. Mann asked me a lot about the sum
mons—what did I intend to do. I  told him I intended to appear in the court, and that I should try 
and get some man to defend me, to prove the words I used, that Mr. Henry had worked a swindle 
on me. Mr. Mann strongly advised me not to go into the court against Mr. Henry. He wanted to 
know what I was going to make my defence ; I told him I would keep my mouth closed. On the 
following morning, I think, I  was walking down Bourke-street by the Metropole Hotel, opposite Mr. 
Henry’s place. I came across Mr. Mann and he spoke to me. When he served me with the summons, 
he advised me to apologize to Mr. Henry, and I would hear no more about it. When he spoke to me, 
he asked me had I thought about apologizing. I said I would not apologize to Mr. Henry. We had a



long talk in the archway of the Metropole hotel, and the result of it was that if I  would sign a certain 
document, I would get £2 or £3, and the summons would be withdrawn. Mann told me to wait there 
while he went over to Mr. Henry’s office ; he went over, and returned a few minutes afterwards—he 
held some money in his hand ; he did not tell me the amount, but he told me to come away and 
sign the document. We started walking towards Collins-street. I said— “ Where are you going to this 
way ; I  thought you were going to Mr. Henry’s office then Mann said— “ I am going to take you 
to Mr. Barrow’s office.” He took me there ; before I went in I tried to get this money from him.
I  told him I  would not sign any document till I  got the money ; he said it would be all right, he would 
give me the money. H e introduced me to Mr. Barrow, and Mr. Barrow said I must be a curious 
kind of man. I said— “ I cannot help it.” With that he produced some document on the table; “ Now,” 
he said, “ you read that document, and anything you see wrong in it, you can have crossed out.” One of 
the first lines I read on the document was that I had threatened Mr. Henry’s life, a thing that I had never 
done. I read a few more lines of it, and Mr. Barrow asked me then to sign it. I said to him— “ I am to 
get some money before I sign this document.”

238. B y the Hon. the Chairman (to Mr. B ryan t).— Have you that document ?
239. M r. B ryant.— Yes, I propose to cross-examine him about it.
240. The witness.— I said— “ I am to get some money before I sign the document;” with that, he 

turned round and said— “ I do not know anything at all about any money.” I  went out and asked Mann 
for the money. He insisted on keeping the money till I signed the document. I took Mann’s word for it, 
and went in again and signed the document.

241. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— Did you read it before you signed it ?— After reading that about 
threatening Mr. Henry’s life I did not read much more ; I made them cross that o u t; the result was I signed 
the document, and Mr. Henry’s clerk gave me 30s.; that was about the finish of this. Taking it all in all, I 
might say that up to this time Mr. Henry had hardly ever told me what amount of money I was entitled to. 
If I remember aright now, the amount I  was entitled to was something less than £400. Speaking roughly,
I  only got something like from £100 to £150 out of the whole amount. I  was in the habit of getting letters, 
and they were always addressed to the General Post-office. Mr. Henry told me I  would have to get all my 
letters re-addressed from the General Post-office to his place. He produced some kind of a form, and got 
me to sign it. I  signed the document, and a little while afterwards a letter came. I  went up to Mr. Henry’s 
place, and he handed me the letter.

242. Was it closed or open?— Closed. After handing it to me he turned round and said— “ You 
had better give me th a t; I  will open it.” I  told him I would open it myself. I opened the letter myself, 
and, as I did so, inside the letter there was a little blue slip, and it fell on the floor. Mr. Henry made a grab 
at the slip, and wanted to know what it was. A s it turned out, it was nothing more than an address on a 
slip of paper. That was about the only letter that I received from the old country from the day that I put 
the affair into his hands, except one about nine weeks ago, trying to find out where I  was. I happened to 
call at the post-office, and there was a letter that had been lying there a long time for me. That is about 
the whole affair.

243. In signing those documents did the necessity of reading them never occur to you ?—No, because 
I  thought it was genuine that he was only to receive £ 5 0  out of the whole amount.

244. B y the H on. J. B e ll.— You say that for every £1 you got you signed for £5 ?— Yes.
245. You read a part then ?— I  used to sign for that, but there was nothing to read. He used to tell 

me that when he came to settle up with me I  should receive all in a lump sum, when he received the money 
himself.

246. You seem to be an intelligent sort of a man ?— I might be now, but I  was not then, when I  
went into Mr. Henry’s hands.

247. Did you not think it strange to be asked to sign a receipt for £5  and only receive £1 ?— Yes, I  
thought so at the time. There was one particular time I  got £30, and I signed for £150 for it.

248. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— Did the value of the money you were entitled to at home never 
occur to you, other than through Mr. Henry ?— For this reason, I  was expecting a letter from home all 
that time to go to his office to tell me what I  was entitled to in the whole affair.

249. Did it occur to you that you were being “ got a t” by Mr. Henry ?— No, not at that time.
250. Afterwards did it ?— Yes.
251. Then why did not you go to a respectable solicitor ?— Because I  was always under the 

impression I  would not get the advice of a solicitor unless I  could advance a sum of money, and I  have
been nearly always out of work.

252. Have you found out the value of your estate at all ?— No, I  wrote home four months ago asking
them to send me all particulars out.

253. Then, as far as you are aware, you have assigned all your right, title, and interest in the money
coming to you to Mr. Henry ?— Yes.

254. B y the Hon. J. B ell.— I  thought you said you believed that the amount was £400 ?—  
That was through a document that Mr. Henry showed me. I  knew it was something like that, £382, or 
something.

255. What reason did Mr. Henry give you for doling out the money m such small sums ?— He used 
to tell me he would do that with me till he received the money himself. I  believed he had received the 
money, or his solicitors in London had received it. We used to argue over that—that I  was not being 
treated fairly, his solicitor knowing the amount of money, and Mr Henry giving me it in dribs and drabs.

256. When was it you signed the agreement about the £50  ?— I think it was m April, 1891, and he
kept me on his hands, I  could not say how long. . , ,

257 Ts it clear to vou now that you have no more claim on Mr. Henry ?— I  would have had some 
claim on Urn again exccp? for signing this last document at Mr. Barrow’s office This Mann told me that 
I  would be likely to get myself into serious trouble if I  ever even recognised Mr. Henry m a public place 
affcerwards-that was as we were walking away from Mr. Barrow’s office.

258. When you got the summons from the court for abusive language, was it immediately alter that

you signed ^ V e r e S i g n i n g  a discharge then ?—No, it was not a release or discharge. Mr.
Henry told" me long before that that I  had signed a release paper.



260. B y the Hon, D ,  M elville .— How did you come to know Mr. Henry ?— A. man wliom X was 
working for told me that if I  were entitled to any money I could get some from Mr. Henry—I was out of 
work at the time.

261. Who was this man ?— H e is dead.
262. You are quite sure that you made a contract w ith Mr. Henry ?—I  w ill take my oath 

that the first document I  signed was that Mr. Henry was to receive only £50  out of the money I was
entitled to ; but for that I  should never have put the thing into his hands ; it was only to get the money
rather quicker.

263. D id you present the letter to him ?—I  did.
264. Where did you get that letter ?— From home.
265. What was the nature of it ?— It was from my sister to the effect that she thought things

would very soon be settled up.
266. B y the H on. the Chairman.— Did it state in that letter the amount you were entitled to ?— No.
267. B y  the Hon. D . M elville .— Did you leave that letter with Mr. Henry ?— Yes, he kept the

letter.
268. H ave you any papers or letters in your possession from Mr. Henry ?— No, not a scrap of 

writing of any sort.
269. Then your complaint is that Mr. Henry has received on your account somewhere about £400 ? 

— Between £350  and £400.
270. And you have only received how much, in all ?— A t the outside £150.
271. Your charge is that Mr. Henry has violated his contract with you ?— Yes, in the first

document.
272. Have you anyone who can corroborate these statements ?— He always took good care to have 

no one in the office— he would not let my wife come up.
273. Is not Mr. Barrow aware of these transactions ?— The only time that I  ever saw Mr. Barrow 

was when I  was taken to his office three or four times to sign.
274. Is Mr. Mann about still ?— Y es, I  saw him the other morning in town.
275. B y the Hon. J . B e ll.— About this sum of £50 , was it to cover the interest and law costs and

every possible charge ?— It was to cover everything. Mr. Henry was to advance me all the remainder of
the money within six  weeks. I  was to receive every penny but £50 .

Cross-examined by M r. B ryan t.
276. W hat is your occupation ?— Nothing at all, at present.
277. How long have you been out of work ?— Three or four months.
278. In April, 1891, what was your occupation ?— I was working as a packer.
279. H ow long did you continue to work after you first saw Mr. Henry ?— I  could not give any

idea of that.
280. A t any rate, a short time after you met Mr. Henry you were out of work, and continued out ? 

— Oh no.
281. W hat is your complaint against Mr. Henry now ?— That he did not treat me as he should have 

by my signing that document that he was to receive only £50  out of the whole lot.
282. You now charge Mr. Henry with having committed a fraud on you ?— I say he worked a

swindle on me.
283. You are an intelligent man ?— I  am now.
284. When did you first form the conclusion that Mr. Henry had swindled you ?— When he told me 

I  had signed the release paper long before the summons.
285. You formed the opinion on that that he had committed a swindle on you ?— Yes.
286. Did you make any complaint to the police or any person ?— Only to himself— I always used to

be at him.
287. You made no complaint to any person except Mr. Henry ?— Y es, I  spoke to a constable in 

W est Melbourne— I cannot tell his name.
288. Is there any person on whom you can lay your finger and bring here to say you had lodged 

your complaint that Henry committed a fraud on you ?— I have told a good many about it.
289. A s I  understand you, this summons was taken out some time in 1893 ?— I cannot say the date.
290. Is this your handwriting [showing a letter]? — Y es.
291. The letter you sent to Mr. Henry on July the 12th, 1892— “ Dear Mr. Henry, I  thank you very 

much for your kindness in sending monetary assistance to Mrs. Cooke now she is in such an awkward
position. I  took her clothing up to her last night and found her very pleased. N ow , Mr. Henry, I must
admit I acted wrongly in coming to your office and trying to make a row, after the many kind acts you 
have done for me since we released one another. Dear Mr. Henry, you might do me the kindness in 
sending something to Mrs. Cooke as she is coming out of the hospital on Thursday at two o’clock, and she 
is sure to be very weak, and I  am out of work and cannot assist her in any way. I  should consider it a great 
favour on your part, Mr. Henry, if you could manage to assist me in any way in getting something to do, as 
I  should be willing to do anything at all. You might let me know, please Mr. Henry, as I shall be waiting 
to try and get a reply from you about half-past four. I  remain, yours truly, G. Cooke.” There you are ;
a letter written voluntarily, in which you refer to the many acts of kindness and to the release, and now
you dare to tell the Committee that you never knew about the release?— I might explain that I  was blocked 
from going to his office, and that was the only way I  could get to him.

292. You accepted the position, that he did release you ?— No, I  was blocked from going to his
office, and the only way I could get money was to write such letters as that.

293. Did you know he had released you ?—N o. ’7*
294. Then why did you put it in the letter ; did you believe it true when you wrote it ?— Certainly, 

I  believed it was true because he wrote it.
295. Do you believe it is true now ?— I have reason to believe it is true now.
296. Here is another letter— is that your handwriting ?— Yes.
297. This is also Ju ly , 1892,— “ Dear Mr. Henry, after having seen you last night I  returned home, 

and to my surprise I  found Mrs. Cooke at home. It seems they were wanting beds at the hospital, and



asked her if it was possible for her to go home, and, of course, she did ; she was treated very kindly 
whilst there. I  am very thankful to you for your offer last night in taking her things out of pledge, as we 
should lose them to-day as you will see by the date. She seems to be troubling her head a great deal about 
them, as she has no wedding ring to wear. I am sure she will thank you if you can let her have them as 
soon as possible. Dear Mr. Henry, she has to go to the hospital again on Tuesday, and she has not got a 
pair of boots fit to walk in. If you can assist her in any way to get over our trouble at present your 
kindness towards us I  shall not forget after the way in which I have tried to treat you ”— that is the 
letter of a man who thought Mr. Henry had committed a fraud on him?— I say so still. . That was the 
only way I  could get money from him.

298. Is that your letter also, 23rd December, 1892 ?— Yes.
299. And this of April, the year is not shown,— “ Dear Mr. Henry, I arrived in Melbourne yesterday 

from Broken Hill, and Mrs. Cooke informs me that Mr. Mann was up at the house making inquiries about 
the letter that I  sent you, perhaps you may think that I knew I was leaving Broken Hill, but I  can 
certainly assure you that I did not know until last Tuesday. To prove my words, I paid a tailor the sum 
of £1 deposit to make me a suit to order, and of course, as soon as I  knew that I  was leaving, I  told him 
not to proceed any further with them, but I was too late as he had them all cut out, and he would only 
return me 2s. 6d. of the money, so I  had to leave them. Mr. Henry, I  am only writing this note to let you 
know that I  don’t intend to trouble you any more, wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy N ew  
Year ” ?—H e gave me some money previous to that.

300. Another letter says— “ I must apologize for the way in which I acted towards you lately, as I 
can assure you no one regrets more than I  do my past conduct, and, of course, I  am now just beginning to 
feel the results of such. Dear Sir, I  have had a cousin staying with me lately, and she has been the means 
of keeping us from starvation, but she has now returned to Ballarat. I  owe no less than five weeks’ rent 
at the place I am now stopping, and they have given me notice to leave to-day, and I cannot get a place 
without paying an advance, for such is what I  am now appealing to your kindness for, but I  can safely say 
to you I  will rather starve than appeal to you again, because if you assist me now it will give me a week’s 
time to try and get work, and I  am expecting some money from home very soon. Hoping you will be 
able to see your way clear this once, and not see me and a wife with two poor little innocent children cast 
into the streets with nothing but starvation looking us in the face, I  remain, yours truly, G. Cooke.” 
Those are your later letters ?— Yes, that was the only way that ever he would give me money.

301. Now, coming to the earlier transactions, is that your signature to the deed of release — 
[.showing same] ?— Yes.

302. Who witnesses your signature ?— I never remember any one but Mr. Henry.
303. Was not Mr. Barrow there?— H e may have been.
304. I f  Mr. Barrow states that that document was fully explained to you before you signed it, 

what then ?— I would say he is making a mistake.
305. You know Mr. Barrow is a solicitor of repute, and he knows the necessity for explaining 

documents ; do you venture to say that document was never explained to you ?— Yes.
306. You did not read it ?— I  did not read it.
307. Was it read to you?— It may have been.
308. Did you understand it ?— It was not read to me.
309. Do you know that this document recites the various transactions between you, and the various 

documents you have signed, and goes on to say that it effects a release from you to Henry and Henry to 
you of all claims between you ?— No.

310. Then I will read it to you ; you have sworn that the first document you signed was a bargain 
on Henry’s part, that out of the moneys he was to receive in respect of your estate at home he was to pay 
over the balance, less only £50 , which he was to keep ?— Yes.

311. Do you know, as a matter of fact, that you undertook to pay £100, and assigned your interest 
by mortgage ?— I did nothing of the kind.

312. Do you know that this document shows that ?— No, and I do not care what it says.
313. I t  recites—“ And whereas the said George Cooke did by a certain deed poll or power of 

attorney bearing date the 24th day of March, 1891, irrevocably make, nominate, constitute, and appoint 
Thomas Henry Meynell, of No. 37 Furnival-street, Holborn, London, in England, solicitor, the true and 
lawful attorney of him the said George Elliott Cooke, infer alia , to ask, demand, sue for, recover, and 
receive all and every sum and sums of money, debts, dues, claims, and demands, securities for money, stocks 
and funds whatsoever which might then be due, owing, payable, or belonging to him by virtue of the will of 
his father Joseph Cooke, late of Ashfield, Wavertree, Liverpool, England, gentleman, deceased, or otherwise 
out of the estate or by reason of the death of the said Joseph Cooke, deceased, or upon any other account 
whatever : And whereas the said George Elliott Cooke did by a letter, bearing even date with the herein
before in part recited deed poll or power of attorney directed to the said Thomas Henry Meynell, 
instruct and authorize the said Thomas Henry Meynell to remit to the said David Henry all moneys which 
he the said Thomas Henry Meynell might receive under the hereinbefore in part recited deed poll or powei 
of attorney, after making the deductions and detentions thereby authorized ; listen to this, 
whereas by an Indenture of Assignment by way of mortgage bearing date the 17th day of June, 1891, and 
made between the said parties hereto, in consideration of the sum of £100 then due and owing by the 
said George Elliott Cooke to the said David Henrv, he the said George Elliott Cooke did thereby granf> 
assign, transfer, and set over unto the said David Henry, his executors, administrators, and assigns a an 
singular the part share and interest of him the said George Elliott Cooke of in and to the estate of his said 
father, Joseph Cooke, deceased, to which he the said George Elliott Cooke/’— you have signed at the toot 
of each page ?— I signed many hundred papers at this place that I  never read.

314. “ Was then or might at any time or times thereafter be or become entitled under or 
by virtue of the said will or in any other manner howsoever by reason of the death o he 
said Joseph Cooke, deceased ; and all stocks, funds, and securities in or upon which the same or any 
part thereof were then or should or might at any time thereafter be invested, and all interest  ̂and 
accumulations then due and to become due and payable in respect thereof, and all the estate, rig it, 
title interest, benefit, claim, and demand whatsoever of him the said George Elliott Cooke therein 
and ’thereto ; ’ all which premises expressed to be thereby assigned are thereinafter throughout referred



to as the said property, moneys, and securities : To have and to hold the said property, moneys,
and securities thereby expressed to be thereby assigned unto the said David Henry, his executors, 
administrators, and assigns, subject nevertheless to the proviso for redemption thereinafter contained:”— and 
then it goes on— “ And whereas by an Indenture of Further Charge, bearing date the 27th day of June, 
1891, and made between the said parties’ hereto in consideration of the said sum of £100, together xvith 
interest thereon then due and owing on the security of the hereinbefore in part recited Indenture of Assign
ment, and of the further sum of £150  lent and advanced by the said David Henry to the said George 
E lliott Cooke on or before the execution of the indenture now in recital the property, moneys, and securities 
comprised in the hereinbefore in part recited Indenture of Assignment became and now stand charged as 
w ell with the payment of the said further sum of £150 as of the said sum of £100, together with 
interest for the same sums respectively, to the said David Henry, his executors, administrators, or assigns : 
And whereas since the execution of the hereinbefore in part recited Indenture of Further Charge the said 
George Elliott Cooke has become indebted to the said David Henry in various sums of money amounting 
in the aggregate to the sum of £155  15s. : And whereas the said George Elliott Cooke is now indebted to
the said David Henry in the total sum of £405 15s. for [principal moneys, as the same appears by the 
Schedule hereunder written”— there is the Schedule set out, and immediately above your signature :—

“ The Schedule hereinbefore referred to— 
jDr.
1891.
June 17th.—To assignment 

„ 27th.—To further charge 
July 3rd.—To promissory note 

,, 8th, ,, ,,
, ,  11th. ,, ,, ...
,, 18th. ,, ,, ...
,, 31st. ,, ,, ... •••

Aug. 1.3th. , ,  ' „
,, 22nd. ,, ,, ... ...

Sept. 15th. ,, ,,
,, 25th. ,, ,, •••

Oct. 5th.—To cash .. .  ...

Cr.

Balance due to David Henry

£ 1 0 0 0 0
150 0 0

25 0 0
25 0 0
35 0 0
15 0 0
10 0 0
10 0 0

... 5 0 0

... 22 10 0
6 5 0
2 0 0

£40 5 15 0

— ... £ 3 5 0 0 0

£ 5 5  15 0

(Mr. Henry releases him of that £ 5 5  15s. and gives him £20). “ Received on or before the execution
hereof in cash of and from the said David Henry the sum of twenty pounds (£20) being the present con
sideration money above expressed to be paid by him to me,”—here are Cooke’s signature and the stamp 
he cancels, and Mr. Barrow’s signature.

315. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat was the amount of cash advanced on the promissory note 
of the 3rd of Ju ly— £25 ?

316. M r. H enry.— £5.
317. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— August 22nd, £ 5  promissory note ?
318. M r. H enry.— £1 for that.
319. M r. B ryant.— A s a matter of fact, the payments to him, cash advanced to him, and the costs and 

expenses were £208 Is. 9d., and Mr. Henry has received £350 through Mr. Meynell. My present 
concern here is not to show that the bargain is a hard one for Cooke, but to meet this allegation of fraud. 
Then the release goes on— “ And whereas under or by virtue of the hereinbefore in part recited power of 
attorney, or of the said hereinbefore recited Indenture of Assignment, the said Thomas Henry Meynell has 
collected certain moneys and the said David Henry has received from the said Thomas Henry Meynell the 
sum of £350  being the amount so collected by the said Thomas Henry M eynell after deducting his charges 
and expenses therefrom ”------

320. The Hon. the Chairman.— The Committee are satisfied that the document is perfectly legal and 
has been signed by Cooke.

321. M r, Bryant.— I  propose to show afterwards that it was properly explained to Cooke.
322. B y Mr. B ryan t (to the witness).— That is a summons you got in March, 1893 ?— Yes.
323. “ That the defendant George E lliott Cooke, on the 11th day of March, 1893, at St. Kilda afore

said, in a public street, to wit, Fitzroy-street, did use insulting words towards this informant with intent to 
provoke a breach of the peace contrary to the A ct in such case made and provided.” Now, afterwards 
(it does not matter how you came to meet Mr. Henry) you went to Mr. Barrow’s office, and that is the 
document you signed ?— Yes, that is my signature.

324. Have you any doubt that that is your signature ?— I believe it is, but the first two lines were
different. .

325. This is the document— “ Mr. David Henry. Sir,— I hereby admit, acknowledge, and declare (1) 
That all matters between us in respect to my financial transactions with you were fully, fairly, aud finally 
settled between us on the 13th day of October, 1891, when we signed mutual releases to each other. 
(2) That I  have not now, nor since that date have I had, any legal or other claim against you in respec 
of any matter whatsoever. (3) That you have since that date at my urgent requests, both verbal and by 
letter, and purely out of charity, given to me and my wife from time to time several sums of money, 
amounting in the aggregate to about £80. (4) That you lately refused to give me any more money, ant
thereupon, without any just or other cause, but simply for the purpose of intimidating you and. there y 
obtaining more money, commenced to follow and have since persisted in following you in the public stieets 
of Melbourne, South Melbourne, and St. Kilda, and have grossly insulted,^ abused you on seveia 
occasions in the presence of the public in each of the said places. (5) That in particular I did, on e
11th day of March instant, in Fitzroy-street, St. Kilda, use insulting vrords to you in the presence o wo
constables of police, and for such offence you have issued against and served upon me a summons re  "Ui li
able on the 24th instant at the St. Kilda Court of P etty  Sessions. (6) That I  have requested you no o



proceed with such summons, and you have acceded to my request conditionally on my humbly apologizing 
to you for my past conduct and making the solemn promise hereinafter contained. I  do therefore humbly 
apologize to you for my past conduct, and do solemnly promise that I  will not at any time hereafter be 
guilty of similar or any other improper conduct towards you, and will not molest, interfere with, or annoy 
you or any of your family or servants in any manner whatever. I  fully understand the nature and effect 
of this document, and consent to the same being used by you at any time hereafter if the necessity for so 
doing should arise.— I am, yours &c., George Cooke,” (witnessed by Mr. Barrow and his clerk). Do 
you say you did not understand the effect of that when you signed ?— I did not read the whole of it.

326. Was it read to you ?— No.
327. You have sworn already you read it through till you got to the words (< threatened the life,” 

and you desired those words struck out. There is nothing o f that in it. Do you say you did not read 
beyond the word “ threatened ” ?— I swear positively I did not.

328. And you wish the Committee to believe that in the face of your signature?— I do.
328a. Mr. Bryant.-—I can go into all these transactions if the Committee like.
328b. The Hon. the Chairman.— There is no necessity.

The witness withdrew.

David Henry further examined.
329. B y the Mon. the Chairman.— Can you recollect the value of this estate ?— I could n o t; the 

letter we got was so very vague—we received £350.
330. Was that the total value of the estate, exclusive of law .expenses in England ?—-Yes.
331. What was the total amount which you advanced to Mr. Cooke ?— £208 Is. 9d.
332. W as that in hard cash?— In hard cash.
333. It was not advancing a certain amount and then making an extra charge?— No, in hard cash. 

There is £ 2 0  10s. as an outlay for deeds. That was actual cash, not the promissory notes, including 
£2 0  10s. I  paid to Mr. Barrow for costs. I  have his vouchers for that.

334. B y the Hon. D . M elville.— When you lend a man £ 1 , is it true that you take a note for £ 5  ? 
— Sometimes it is.

335. In this particular paper you lent Cooke £1 and took £5 ?— Occasionally ; not always.
336. A ll these further sums, taking £20  off the £208, would mean a discrepancy between you and 

the witness. H e says he got from £100  to £150  from you in all ; you make it £208, including £ 2 0  to 
Mr. Barrow ?-—\T he witness handed in a paper.~\

337. On the 24th of March last you gave him £12 10s. cash?— Yes.
338. Was that cash put into his hands ?— He had £3 , and the rest afterwards.
339. On May the 9th you gave him £1 ?— That is right.
340. You took £5  for that ?— Yes.
341. Then you gave him 5s., and then £10  ?— That is r ig h t; that is cash.
342. What did you take for the £10  ?— I suppose £40  or £50.
343. Then you gave him another 10s.; what did you take for that?— We let it run till several sums 

came together— we have all the bills here.
344. Then you gave him £30  on the 27th of June ; what did you take for that ?— £150.
345. On Ju ly  the 3rd you gave him £ 5  ; what did you debit him with for that ?— £20.
346. On the 8th of July you gave him another £5 ?—Yes, and charged £20.
347. On the 11th of July, £7  ; what did you debit him with on that ?— Promissory note, £35, I  do 

not remember that.
348. Is the system the same all through ?— Y es, but we make an allowance afterwards.
349. That is your method ?— In the settlement we allow him £55 or £60 ; that is the method in 

this instance.
350. You got in all, £121 19s. 3d. ; cash advanced at various times, £65 12s. 6d. ?— There was 

nothing charged on that.
351. There is a discrepancy in your two statements of £30 ; he says £150 ?—My statement is 

correct. _ 4
352. Then we understand your method clearly by this explanation?— Yes.
353. Is  this Mr. Mann your clerk still?— Yes.
354. Is  he available ?—Yes.
355. Does he understand this business thoroughly that you are engaged in ? He is the messenger

and traveller. _ r . ,
356. Who is the man who has been following you, with a red coat ?— This man Cooke, it is not

exactly red, but a reddish colour.
357. Do you say the red-coated man is Cooke?—Y es, I am certain it is Mr. Cooke.
358. Is it a soldier’s coat ?— No, only an ordinary coat of a reddish colour.
359. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— What was the date on which you received advice from home of

the value of the estate ?— About July or August, 1891. The first letter we got was that they could not 
identify Cooke. There was so many Cookes, and after that we had news that it was the right man.

360. You got news of the value of the estate, and that your advances were peifectly sa e .̂— es.
361. After receiving the note, do you consider that in advancing £1 and charging £o  it was a

reasonable rate ?— No, but we make an allowance after to meet th a t; we released him oo an pan lm 
£20.

362. W hen you write home to your agent, his charges come out of the estate, consequently the 
borrower has to pay out of the estate for your law expenses at home ?■ Yes.

363. H ow much was your agent paid ?—£7, or something like that.
364. B y the Hon. J. B ell.— How much money did it cost at home to secure the £loO  i— 1 can tmd

that out for you. , .
365. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— When you find out that an estate is all right and you are m a

position to get your advances paid, what is the interest you charge?— It depends on what the estate 
is worth, if that covers it fully.



366. I f  you know there is £100 in an estate, and a man goes to you and wants £ 1 0 , provided
you know your money is safe ?— Sometimes 10s. in the £1 ; sometimes £1 for £1 • we never make a
charge of £5  for it, and we make an allowance. ’

367. B y the Hon. J. B ell.— Did you get any rebate of any other moneys that were deducted from 
the sum in England— did they give you any of your expenses back ?— No.

368. You received £350 ?— Yes.
369. You gave Cooke £208 in cash ?— Yes.
370. And you paid your own law expenses ?— Yes.
371. Does that include the interest of the money ?— W e did not charge any interest.
372. Practically then, this man has paid you £70  ?— Yes.
373. B y the Hon. D . M elville.— We still want the gross value of the estate in London, because 

we want to know how much the man lost by going to you— that is what we are inquiring into ?
373a. M r. B ryan t.— That is not the scope of the inquiry ; it is not to find how much an 

individual lost, but to inquire into the usurious practices of David Henry and others. I  object to the 
term “ losing money ” over it. Other money-lenders besides David Henry ought in fairness to be called.

The witness withdrew .

James Haldon examined.
374. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— What are you?— I am a carpenter by trade.
375. Have you had any money transactions with Mr. Henry ?— Yes.
376. What were they ?— I had a letter from home intimating that I  was entitled to some property 

at home, and I was in want of money at the time, and in the letter it stated I could not get the money 
till my sister became of age— that was about a year to wait. I  went to Mr. Henry and showed him 
the letter from my solicitor in England, which stated I  could not get any money till my sister came of 
age, which was a,bout a year’s time to wait. H e read the letter and put it in his pocket and advanced 
me £1 on the strength of it. I  have the full statement written down of everything that occurred ; 
my memory is not quite clear about certain things to-day. I left the statement with the Crown Law 
Department, and they have other papers also relating to the case.

377. What money did you expect to get from home?— When I  wrote home I  reckoned that my 
share of the property would be worth £ 6 0 0  or £700.

378. What was it worth ?— I know the exact amount the property realized.
379. You are not in a position to-day to go on without the documents you refer to ?— No, I would 

like to revise them.

T he w itness w ithdrew .

John Green examined.
380. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat are you ?— A  gardener.

' 381. Have you had any monetary transactions with Mr. Henry ?— Yes.
382. What were they ?— In January, 1886, I was hard up, and I  was then entitled on the death of an 

aunt to a life interest in £1,000, and it produced then £65 per annum. I  had seen Mr. Henry's advertise
ments in the paper and at the railway stations, and I  went to him and asked him if he would lend me 
anything on it, he asked how much I  wanted, and I  said £ 20 . H e agreed to lend me that if I  would agree 
to give him £100 for it when I  came into the annuity, that is after my aunt’s death. She was then close 
on 80 years of age. He gave me £14  5s. out of the £20 , charging five guineas for the deed that Mr. 
Barrow or some solicitor drew out, and 10s. for examining the copy of the will. I got £ 1 4  5s., and for 
that I  was to pay £100. I  got further sums all through from January, 1886, to February, 1890. Whenever 
I  wanted money I  used to go to Mr. Henry and get advances on the same terms, £5  for £1 , and once or 
twice £3 for £1 , instead of £5 . I considered that giving him £100 for £20  was a perfectly justifiable 
transaction, because i f  I had died before my aunt he would have got nothing ; it was simply a speculation 
on his part. I  say nothing against the transaction ; it was what any business man might have done.

383. What is your complaint ?— Wait a minute. In this deed which I signed giving Mr. Henry 
authority to receive £100  out of this estate there was something else put in that entirely altered the docu
ment, it was adding the words— “ for £100  and other moneys,” which were inserted without my knowing 
anything about it.

384. That was inserted before you signed it ?— I  have no doubt it was, but I did not understand it. 
Here is an item which he charges in the year 1890. I  went to him for a further sum, and he said— “ No, I  
cannot lend you any more money on it,” I  said it was worth £1,000, and I had only had £108, so he went 
to his ledgerkeeper and told him to turn up my account, which he did, and Mr. Henry put down a few  
figures in pencil and he said— “ Why, you owe me £1 ,042 ,” and then I  had paid back £198 for the £108  
I  had borrowed.

385. B y the Hon. J. B e ll.— You got £14 5s., and you gave an order for £100 ?—Yes.
386. You then received further sums ?— On the 9th December a further charge on the assignment, 

£60. 6 b
387. How much money did you get for that?— £20, for which I  was to pay £60.
388. What was the next charge ?— On the 30th December 1887, a further charge of £50. I know 

nothing of that ; I  can find nothing about it in my books. I do not deny that I  got it, but I  have nothing 
about it in my books.

389. How much money did you get for the £ 5 0  ?— £10.
390. You remember getting the £ 1 0 ? — Well, I  do not know. January 20th, further charge, £100. 

I  got two amounts of £10 each for that, one in January and one in February. September 12th, £50, for 
which I  got £10. December 10th, 1888, ten guineas, I  got £3  for £1 , and £2  10s. deducted for two visits 
to Dr. Henry and medicines (that is Mr. Henry’s son) ; no account was rendered. Mr. Henry was supposed 
to give me £3  10s.; out of that, £2  10s. was deducted for two visits to his son and two bottles of medicine, 
and he gave me £ l , s o  I  paid ten guineas for the £ 3  10s. November 8th, 1889, £6 , for which I  received 
£2 in actual cash ; May 18th, 1889, 15s., for which I received 5s.



391. What you are quoting from is simply a document handed to you by Mr. Henry?— Y es.
392. Would it not be better for you to look over it, and any items that you think are incorrect draw

attention to?— I wished to show the exorbitant rate of interest I  was charged on things the £5  on £1 does 
not include.

393. B y M r. B ryan t.— Have you ever paid anything yourself ?— Eighteen months after I  had got 
the money from Mr. Henry by his own account. I t  was in 1887 my aunt died, and he was drawing that 
£65 a year up to 1890; in point of fact, he was lending me my own money, and charging £5  for £1 . 
I  did not know my aunt was dead ; my people in Tasmania were so disgusted with me for going to David 
Henry that they never wrote to me.

394. B y  the Hon. J . B ell.— H ow much money did you get from him altogether ?— £108, for which 
I  paid back £198 , and he sent in a bill for £1,042.

395. Where is the bill ?—In Davies, Price, and Wighton’s office.
396. When did your aunt die ?— In the beginning of 1887.
397. What rate of interest did Henry charge before that?— Thirty per cent, per annum, not on the 

£20 I got, but on the £100  he was to get for it.
398. After your aunt died, what was the difference in the rate?— It was not varied at all, excepting 

that some time before, and some time after, he would only charge £3  for £ 1 , instead of £5  for £ 1 . The 
interest in the first account on that £20 , for which I  received £1 4  5s., came to £154  9s. in 1890, besides 
the bonus. In addition to the bonus of £5  for £1 , a bonus of £80  on the £ 2 0 , and the interest is 
calculated in all those cases on the promissory notes I gave him, not on the sum advanced, at 30 per cent, 
per annum ; it is charged up to date. When I discovered that Henry was making those charges against 
me I  went to law. I put the matter into Davies, Price, and W ighton’s hands, and then he arrived at this 
tremendous sum, £154  9s., for interest on £20. H e antedated all the transactions I  had with him twelve 
months, and put it 1885 instead o f 1886.

399. B y M r. B ryant.— Can you produce the document?— Y e s; it is in Davies, Price, and 
Wighton’s. It was proved to their perfect satisfaction that I  had never seen Mr. Henry in January, 1885, 
and then he sent in this document, which makes the amount £74 0  3s. 8d., and said that the “ 8 5 ” was 
simply a clerical error, and yet every item all through was calculated at an additional 30 per cent, per 
annum.

400. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— Are you sure that Mr. Henry charged you this 30 per cent, 
interest?— Here it is in his account from his office.

401. W ill you hand that in?— Certainly. I  was going to mention that on the 24th Ju n e, 1887, 
he lent me money, and in January, 1888, he first began to draw the half-yearly interest of £32 10s. He 
does not credit me with that money, but it is put down in most extraordinary amounts, all of them varied. 
He accounted for that by saying that he had to employ an agent in Tasmania, and the discrepancies in the 
dates arose from the fact of his agent not sending the money over to him, and also deducting his agent’s 
charges. I  have explained to Mr. Henry many times that the executors of the estate were perfectly 
willing to send Mr. Henry the money by cheque, as they now do to the Colonial Mutual Insurance 
Company, so towards the end of the thing Mr. Henry was already overpaid what I  had borrowed, and was 
lending me my own money and charging £5  and £3  for £ 1 , and sometimes 30 per cent. I  looked it up. 
If I had not stopped him, to-day I  should have owed him £5,000.

402. B y  the Hon. J . B e ll.— Are these figures right ; up to the 30th of December, 1887, you have 
received three sums, £20 , another £20 , and £ 1 0  ?— I  cannot find out anything about it in my books, but I  
do not say I  did not get it.

403. When did your aunt die?— In the early part of 1887; at any rate Mr. Henry got the first 
half-year’s interest on the 24th of June.

404. And then you had received £50  at the most ?— Y es, at the most I  had received one £50  before 
he was actually drawing the money.

405. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an— What induced you to go to Davies, Price, and W ighton?—  
I  happened at that time to live in Malvern. I  was verger of the church then, and opposite to me was a 
Mr. Mercer, and knowing he was the manager of a bank in Melbourne I  took it to him and asked him what 
I was to do with the account of £1 ,042 , and he said— “ Sir M atthew Davies is my brother-in-law ; I  w ill 
give you a note to him, and if they can see their way they w ill take it up for you.”

406. Then what was done ?— They tpok out a writ in the Supreme Court calling on Henry to come 
forward and show cause why he should not be paid on the sum of £108, at the rate of / per cent, per 
annum, instead of a bonus, £ 5  for £1 and 30 per cent, per annum.

407. What was the result ?—Mr. Henry would not accept service of this writ, and he kept tem
porising and there were meetings very often between Mr. Barrow and my solicitors, aud the end of it was 
that from this £740 they brought Mr. Henry down to £150. They wrote to me that morning stating that 
they had brought the amount down to £150, and expected to bring it down to £100, as Henry^was already 
overpaid. I  have that letter at home, and can produce it. I  went in to Davies, Price, and "W ighton s and 
said— “ I am sick of the thing ; for goodness’ sake give him the £150 if he pays your law expenses, in 
addition to the £198 he has already had.” Mr. Henry accepted it at once, and a day or two after we 
squared up on those terms.

408. You borrowed £108  ?— Yes. _
409. W hat was the total amount you have had to pay for this £108 ? £198  and £150.

The witness withdrew.

A djourned to Wednesday next, a t Three o’clock.



Members p resen t:

The Hon. A . O. S aci-ise, in the Chair ;

The Hon. J . B ell The Hon. E. Miller.
D . M elville

The counsel and parties were called in.

Harry B . Bald examined.
410. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat are you ?— A  clerk at the Colonial Mutual Life Assurance 

Society— I appear for them.
411. Do you produce certain papers?— Yes.
412. Are those papers definitely marked ?— They are connected with John Green :— David Henry to 

John Green, re assignment ; John Green to David Henry, assignment for moneys, interest to him by way 
of mortgage ; John Green to David Henry, further charge ; John Green to David Henry, second further 
charge ; John Green to David Henry, third further charge ; John Green to David Henry, fourth further 
charge ; John Green to David Henry, power of attorney.

413. Are these all the papers you have ?— Y es— [ handing in the same~\.
414. Have you any information to give as to them ?— No.

Cross-examined by M r. B ryant.
415. Have you any personal knowledge of the dealings between your society and Mr. Green?—

Yes.
416. A s a matter of fact, do you know the history of the transaction; the society lent Green 

certain moneys, and Mr. Henry re-assigned his securities to Mr. Green, who handed those securities to the 
society, is that so ?— Yes.

417. How much did the society lend Green ?— I have not the particulars with me ; I  do not know 
what it was.

418. Do you know what security the society took from Green ?—It was a mortgage of interest 
under will.

419. Was it the same security as Henry took, or a better one ?— I could not tell.
420. Have you the security the society did take ?— I could not say.
421. Was there any document executed by Green securing the society for moneys lent ?— Yes.
422. Have you that here ?— No, it is at the society’s offices.
423. A s a matter of fact, since the society lent money to Green, has it been collecting the rents or 

the income that otherwise would have gone to Green ?— I believe so.
424. A s a matter of fact, no moneys have been paid by the society to Green that the society has 

received on Green’s account?— I think some money was refunded to him ; £27  10s. I  think—I do not 
remember the date.

425. Can you give the Committee any definite information of the money the society has received, 
and the amount that Green owes the society ?— No.

426. A s a matter of fact, have you come into personal contact with Green over the matter?— Yes.
427. I believe he has been blackguarding your society too?— Yes.
428. And he has been accusing your society of robbing him ?— I do not know whether he said that

to me.
429. H e has been accusing the society of not dealing fairly w ith him ?— I believe he has, from 

what I have heard.
430. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— Do you know anything yourself ?— No.
431. B y Mr. B ryan t.— On the occasion when you met Green, what did he say about the transaction 

with your society ?— I do not exactly remember now.
432. Is there anybody in your society who can tell us ?— N ot what he said to me.
433. Who can tell more about the matter of the society’s business with Green ?—Either the 

secretary or Mr. Robertson.
The witness withdrew.

Andrew Barr examined.
434. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— What are you ?— General clerk to Davies and Price.
435. Have you any intimate knowledge of the papers you have with you ?— I produce some papers 

which I understood were for refreshing Mr. Green's memory.
436. Have you any personal knowledge of them ?— I have read the papers— \_handing in the 

fo llo w in r/] :— Writ of Green against Henry, No. 1,512, 1890 ; an appearance to it by Emerson and 
Barrow ; notice of appearance ; instructions to us in connexion with the matter.

437. M r. B ryan t objected that instructions were merely a statement by Green to his solicitor.
438. The Hon. the Chairman.— We w ill take them for what they are worth in each case. [ To the 

witness] — W hat are the other papers ?— Two accounts— John Green in account with David Henry ; 
draft re-assignment David Henry to John Green.

439. M r. B ryan t.— We have the original of that.
440. The witness.— Copies of notice of assignment and further charge with letter attached to Mr. 

Jefferson from John Green.
441. M r. B ryan t.— We have the original of that.
442. The witness.— Correspondence Emerson and Barrow to Davies, Price, and W ighton; corre

spondence, John Green to Davies, Price, and Wighton ; press copy correspondence, Davies, Price, and 
Wighton to Emerson and Barrow ; lettcr-press copy, Davies, Price, and Wighton to Darvall and Ilorsfall, 
lo th  May, 1890 ; press copy letter, Davies, Price, and Wighton to John Green, 28th March, 1890 ; press 
copy letter, Davies, Price, and W ighton to Albert Green, 14th March, 1890 ; press copy letter, Davies,
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Price, and Wighton to David Henry, 21st February, 1890 ; draft letter, Davies, Price, and Wighton to 
Emerson and Barrow, 25.4.90 ; letters, Alfred Green to Davies, Price, and Wighton, 8th March, 1890, and 
12th March, 1890 ; and consent in the action of Green v. Henry for fourteen days’ further time.

443. Have you any remarks to make as to the papers you produce ?—No.
444. B y the Hon. J. Bell.— You know nothing whatever about the matter ?— No, other than is

contained in the papers I produce.
Cross-examined by Mr. Bryant.

445. Who had charge of the matter for the office ?— Mr. Jefferson ; he is now at Attenborough, 
Nunn, and Smith's.

446. Do you know these signatures ?— That is Mr. Jefferson’s signature, and the other is Mr. Green’s.

The witness withdrew.

Alfred Leech examined.
447. B y the Hon. the Chairman.—-What are you ?—Greengrocer by trade, living at Ballarat.
448. You have some case to lay before this Committee ?— Yes.
449. Will you state it as clearly and concisely as you can ?— In November, 1893, I obtained a loan 

from Mr. David Henry of £40 ; it was obtained on a reversionary interest, money invested in property in 
Bury St. Edmunds. On 1st February, 1894, I obtained another loan of £20. This is a letter informing
me of the amount of money demanded on the estate by Mir. Henry.

450. Mr. B ryant.— Unless the contents of the letter were communicated to Henry, it is unfair to 
go into that.

451. The witness.'—The date of the letter is September, 1894.
452. The Hon. the Chairman.— We will not put it in.
453. B y the Hon. the Chairman (to the witness).— Will you go on stating your case ?— That is my 

case, that I  received £ 6 0  from Henry, and he made a claim on Mr. Leech, of Bury St. Edmunds, for £210.
454. Mr. B ryant.— That statement is based on a letter written to the witness.
455. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— Speak from your own memory ?— I could not say what date.
456. We understand you got one advance of £40, and then another of £20 from Mr. Henry ; what 

did you do for that £60, did you give a promissory note ?— I gave him a power of attorney to sell my 
reversionary interest. Mr. Henry has a copy of my grandfather’s will, which entitled me to a sixth share 
of £4,000— £666. I  also insured my life for £100  and transferred the insurance policy to Mr. Henry. 
The second £20 was obtained for the purpose of insuring my life. I  paid £3  15s. Out of the second £20  
to do that.

457. What were you to give him in return for the money ?—I could not say. I  gave him a deed 
of mortgage over my security arid assignment; he was to sell the interest for me.

458. B y the Hon. J. Bell.— What arrangement did you make with him when you got the first 
£40 ?— There was a bonus to be charged. I  could hardly tell you how much. I  am in a sort of maze 
about that.

459. When you went to his office and showed him by your papers that you were entitled to some 
interest in an estate in England, you must have entered into some arrangement as to the amount of money 
you were to pay him ?— I went to Henry and asked him to buy the thing out and out from me, and he 
said he would not. He said he would lend some money on it. He lent £40 , and a deed was drawn 
up, giving security over the reversionary interest for this £40. Some little while after that I  received a 
letter from him that he could not sell my reversionary interest unless my life was insured—I have not a 
copy of the letter.

460. Are you aware if this estate has been realized ?— It comes to me at my father’s death. He 
died about the 18th of August last.

461. Then the estate has not yet been realized ?—No, I  am expecting to hear every day from my
cousin.

462. Then in your case it means that a claim has been made for £210 for a loan of £60?— Yes, 
that is the long and short of it.

463. You have not told us the arrangement with Henry ?—I made no arrangement.
464. Did he not say how much he was going to charge ?— He was to charge me a bonus of £100

on the £40, and £50 on the £20* making a total of £210.
465. That was the agreement ?— Yes.
466. Then what is your grievance ?— That it is excessive.
467. B y the Hon. the Chairman.—-Did you pay any interest in addition to that ?—-No.
468. Has any of that money been realized in England ?—No, not yet.
469. Did you know what you were signing at the time you signed the deed ?— I did. I  did not

read it. Mr. Henry’s clerk read to me the bill of sale and the proportion of money lent.
470. Did you understand it ?—Yes.
471. Did you quite understand you were to pay £210  for the loan of £60 ?—To tell the truth I  did

not. I  was much pushed for time, and I wanted to get back to Ballarat.
472. What did you understand you would pay for a loan of £60 ?—I understood I should have to 

pay £100 as bonus for the lot, for thb loan of the £60, to recompense Henry for his loan, and to effect a 
sale of the property for me, and to pay all the expenses in London. _

473. Was there any mention of interest accruing before the estate was realized ? No.
474. B y the Hon. J . Bell.— There is no mention of interest in the deed ?— No.
475. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— What has taken place since your father died?— There has been

no time to receive a communication.
476. Have you made any advances to Mr. Henry or he to you ?— No.  ̂ . . . . . .
477. What grievance do you consider yourself under ?—Only that I  think the £160 is an excessive

rate of interest to charge for the money. _
478. What does your estate consist of ?—Real estate in Bury St. Edmunds.
479. Have you any reason to know why it has not been realized ?— There has not been time. My

father died in August last—I  sent home registration of death in August last—my father was 74 when he
died. I  have not had time to get any reply back.



480. Then what is your grievance ; is it that you signed a deed without knowing what it was ?—  
No, I  have no particular grievance except that the charge of interest was too high.

481. Did you not consider that at the time you took the loan ?— I did, but I was badly in want of
money.

482. B y the Hon. J . B e ll.— I suppose you were very pinched for money at the time ?— I was.
483. And you made arrangements that perhaps you would not have done otherwise ?— Certainly, if 

I had had the means to keep me going. I  did not wish to come here at all— I was asked by a gentleman 
in Ballarat to make a statement. I  did so, in the belief that it would not be made public, and that I 
should not be called before the Committee at all. I did not wish to make any detrimental statement 
against anyone, because I felt confident when the time came that Mr. Henry and I could settle the matter. 
Of course, if I have to pay the £210 I  w ill have to do it.

484. B y the Hon. D . M elville.— You got £60, and you lodged security for £666, and your life 
insurance for £100 ?— Yes.

485. That is what Henry demands of you, and you say in this letter of yours that you are afraid he 
w ill swamp the lot. The letter is dated “ Ballarat, October 13th, 1895 ” ?— Yes.

486. That is your object in speaking of it ?— Yes.
487. You are prepared to fight him in the courts ?— Yes.
488. B y the Hon. J. B ell.— How can he claim for the lot when he only claims the £210 ?— It is only 

that I  am afraid.
489. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— Have you a copy o f the deed by which you secured David Henry ?

— No.
490. Did it occur to you to make an application for a copy ?—No. I  have no copy of any papers 

from Mr. Henry at a l l ; he holds the life assurance policy and my grandfather’s will.

Cross-examined by M r. Bryant.
491. What is your grievance now ; have you any ?— No, I  have no grievance, only that I  was afraid 

that Henry might swamp the lot in expenses.
492. What made you feel that ?— I do not know.
493. You went to Henry in 1893 ?— Yes.
494. A t that time you were one of some six children, and your father was then living, and hale and 

hearty ?— Yes.
495. You were to come into some money after your father’s death ?— Y es, it was bequeathed by my 

grandfather, and we were not to come into it till my father died.
496. You were living in Ballarat in November 1893, and were hard pushed for money and came 

down to Melbourne to see Henry ?— Y es.
497. Did you try to raise money in Ballarat before you came to Melbourne?— Y es, at one place, 

John Noble W ilson’s.
498. Did you tell Wilson the security you had to offer ?— I told him everything.
499. And I suppose he would not look at it ?— H e said he would not do that sort of business and 

told me to go to Henry.
500. Did you go to any other money-lender ?—No.
501. Did Wilson tell you the security was not worth much ?— No.
502. You told Henry tlrat you were entitled on your father’s death, which might occur next day or 

years afterwards, to a sixth share in a sum of money coming under your grandfather’s w ill?— Yes.
503. Did you then know what the share was ?— Y es, £666 , a sixth share of £4,000 lent on mort

gage on property in Bury fit. Edmunds.
504. And of course it depended whether that mortgage was realized on sale whether you got the

payments at a ll?— No.
505. You wanted £40, and Henry said if you gave £140 for the £4 0  he would lend the money?— Yes.
506. H e told you that, and you perfectly understood it ?— Yes.
507. And you signed documents agreeing to pay him that sum of money when the estate was 

realized ?— Yes.
508. And you gave him authority to realize ?— Yes.
509. That was in November, 1893?— Yes.
510. Then in February 1894, you wanted more money?— N o, excuse me, Henry sent me to insure 

my life, and I  had no money to do it. I  got £20 , and agreed to pay him £7 0  for the £20.
511. And you gave him authority to collect that sum when the estate was realized ?— Yes.
512. You are perfectly well aware you were not entitled to anything till after your father’s death, 

and the estate was realized ?— Yes.
513. Your father did not die till A ugust of this year, and the estate has never been realized ?— No.
514. You have never paid Henry anything ?— No.
515. So far, he has not a single sixpence back ?— No.
516. H e only claims £ 2 1 0 ? — He has made no claim to me.
517. I f  that is your bargain, what right have you to complain, if you understood it?— I have no 

cause to complain.
518. Then why do you come here to waste the time of the Committee ?— I was asked to bring my 

case forward.
519. Who was the gentleman in Ballarat to whom you made the statement ?— Mr. Kirton, the Mem

ber for Ballarat.
520. How was it that the Committee knew you could give evidence ?— I wrote a letter to the 

Committee.
521. A t Mr. Kirton’s request ?— I told him my case, and he would not take any verbal message, so 

I wrote a letter and gave it to him, and he gave it to the Committee.
522. Where is the letter ?— \_The letter was handed to the learned counsel.']
523. Mr. B ryan t.— Is the Committee going to take statements from Members of the other House 

or this House in connexion with this inquiry. This is forwarded by Mr. Kirton to the Committee with 
this statement— “ I herewith enclose a letter from a constituent of mine, Mr. Leech, re Mr. Henry. J . W. 
Kirton.”



Hon. the Chairman. This is a public Committee desiring to hear any evidence, and a 
Member of Parliament sends in a letter enclosing a letter dealing with the business.

525. Mr. B ryant. If I may say so, the Members of this Committee altogether misconceive the 
objects tor which they are appointed. It is a Committee to inquire into the financial transactions of David 
. enr7> other money-lenders. The Chairman said he would examine any person who was a w ill
ing witness, and yet the first person called here is Mr. Henry. I submit that other money-lenders should 
be dragged here.

526. The-Hon. the Chairman.— They may be.
527. Mr. Bryant, Mr. McBryde said they would not be. I submit that if the Committee are 

m.a^e inquiries into usurious practices, other people should be called. This letter indicates that
this Committee is examining merely those who are pitchforked before it, and Mr. Kirton shoves one of his 
constituents before it. I  think it most improper that a Member of another House should interfere.

528. The Hon. the Chairman.— There is no interference on the part of Mr. Kirton.
529. M r. B ryan t.— I f you are not going to summon witnesses, a third party should not interfere.
530. The witness.— I do not think that Mr. Kirton is to blame.
531. M r. B ryan t.— I regard it as a most unwarrantable interference with this Committee. •
532. The Hon. the Chairman.— The Committee do not look at it in that light.
533. B y Mr. B ryant (to the witness').—In your letter you say— “ 1 see by the daily papers that a 

Committee has been appointed to investigate the transactions between the late Walter Mashiter and David 
Henry, money-lender. I  feel it my duty to inform the said Committee that I am placed in a similar position 
with the said David Henry. In November, 1893, I  obtained a loan of £40 on a reversionary interest left 
me by my grandfather, for which he has made claim for £140 ”— a properly made claim because you agreed 
to pay it ?— Yes.

534. “ Again in February, 1894, I  obtained another loan of £20 for which he claims £70 ,” that is 
also under the bargain you made with him ?—Yes.

535. “ Making a total of £210 claimed for the sum of £60 lent ; the security is first class, as the 
only thing that stood in the way was the death of my poor father, which sad event took place on the 15th 
of August of the present year, consequently I am expecting neAvs by the November mail, and I am afraid 
that the said David Henry will try and swamp the whole of my interest, which amounts to £666. He 
also holds my life insurance policy for One hundred pounds as a security for money lent. By placing the 
above fact before the Committee you will, I think, be doing an act of justice. A t the same time, I do not 
want my name made public or any fuss made about the matter, for I am prepared to fight him as soon as I  
hear from my solicitor in England.” This is a letter not sent in by you to the Committee, but a private 
letter written by you to Mr. Kirton ?— No.

536. Is it not addressed to Mr. Kirton ?— He did not know the contents of the letter.
537. About this insurance policy, as a matter of fact, Henry has paid some premiums on this'

policy ?— I presume so.
538. H e insured your life to protect himself in the event of your dying before your father’s death ; 

in that case he would lose everything ?— No.
539. I f  you died before your father died, could Henry make any claim on you— leaving the insurance 

out altogether ?— Yes, the money is to be divided amongst the surviving members of the family.
540. So to secure himself in the event of your pre-deceasing your father, he insures your life and

pays the premium ?— Yes.
541. There has been a correspondence between you and Henry about this matter— you make no 

complaint in this correspondence about his treatment of you ?— No.
542. You simply make inquiries as to when the estate is likely to be realized ?— Yes.
543. And he gives you full information and says “ nothing has been received yet,” and sends you a 

copy of the letters he had got from his agent in England ?— Yes.
544. Have you that letter ?—Yes.
545. Meynell to Henry, 25th May, 1894,— “ Since writing you on the 18th inst., I  have received 

yours of the 17th of April enclosing Mr. Arthur Leech’s letter to his brother, from whom I have heard in 
reply that, having well considered the matter, he has decided that it is best that he as a trustee should not 
have any dealings with the cestui que trust. The difficulty in the way of disposing of reversions where 
the investments are similar to these is that one cannot show the title to the mortgaged property, and no 
buyer cares to take over a reversionary interest which may be secured upon a doubtful title.” As I  under
stand you, your complaint is that this estate, that you only came into on the 5th of August last year, has 
not been realized with sufficient rapidity, and that you are afraid that Henry is going to collar the lot ?—  
No, it is impossible for the estate to be realized yet.

546. Then your complaint is that, it being impossible to realize the estate, yet you are afraid Henry 
is going to collar the lot ?—I was afraid he might bring the expenses to swallow up the whole lot.

547. What ground have you for that assumption ?— I have no bill from Henry ; no statement as 
to what I  was indebted to him, only a letter from my cousin stating that Henry had applied for £210.

548. That Avas the bargain ?— Yes.
549. And from that you assumed he was going to swamp your interest with expenses ?— Yes.
550. Have you ever asked Henry for any account ?— No.
551. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.—Your desire in coming here, I  understand, was not to obtain any 

redress for anything you might be suffering from, so much as to expose the usurious dealings of David 
Henry ?— Just so—I did not expect any assistance.

552. You desired to show this usurious practice was going on ?—Yes.
552a. Mr. B rya n t  objected that it was unfair at this stage to call the transaction usurious dealing.
553. You state as a fact that Mr. Kirton did not influence you ?— Not at all ; I  asked him to give 

a verbal message. I went to him because I knew him personally. He is a Member of Parliament, and I  
thought he A v o u ld  submit the statement for me.

The witness withdrew.

Adjourned to Wednesday next, at Three o’clock.



Present :

The Hon. D. E. M cB ryde, in the Chair;
The Hon. J . B ell The Hon. E. Miller.

D. M elville
The counsel and parties were called in.

John Green recalled and further examined.
554. B y the Ron. the Chairman.— A t the last sitting you were asked as to those sums of money Mr. 

Henry lent you, amounting to £108, and for which you paid £198  and £ 1 5 0  ?— Yes. When I  volunteered 
to give evidence before this Committee I  had two objects in view. One was I  knew I  could contradict 
most of the evidence that David Henry had given before you, and the other was to suggest to you the 
absolute necessity for an alteration in the law relating to this usury business, for the reason that if I  had 
a legal right, w hich I have not, to go to Henry at any time and demand a proper account—

555. M r. B ryan t objected that the Committee’s business was not to hear speeches but to inquire 
into usurious practices.

556. The witness.— A ll my trouble with Henry, and my subsequent trouble with the Colonial 
Mutual Insurance Company, would have been avoided had I  been able to demand this account. That is 
my trouble with the Colonial Mutual, having demanded my account in March last and never having had a 
proper one yet. In Henry’s case it cost me £100 to get an account from him ; and, in the other case, I 
believe it will cost me as much before I  have done with it. I  am informed by my solicitors that I  have no 
power whatever over the society ; that they can send me an account for anything they choose. In Henry’s 
case, he multiplied by ten the actual amount that I  owed him, and yet to make him give me a proper 
account it cost me £100.

557. IVhat action did you take to compel him ?— I went to one of the most respectable firms of 
solicitors in Melbourne.

558. B y the Hon. J. B ell.— H ow was the £100 expenses incurred— did you go to court ?— No ; but 
I  was at great expense all the time. I  had to pay off money to David Henry, and Mr. J . H. Mirams’s 
account for financing me through was £58 ; he found the money as the case went on. Then, as to Mr. 
Henry’s evidence, as regards the cheque business with the dead man Mashiter, he explained in a letter 
which he left—

559. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— You must keep to your own case ; deal with the transactions 
that have taken place between you and Henry, and state what you object to ?— These documents prove 
that the evidence given by Henry here in my presence was absolutely incorrect. For instance, in regard 
to the interest clauses in the deeds, Mr. Melville, I read in the paper, put this question to Henry— “ Do 
you mean to say that, having charged this man a bonus of £100 for £30, you have inserted a clause in the 
deed charging him 10 per cent, more ? ”

560. I  think that Henry has stated that he always claims the right of charging 10 per cent, if he 
chooses, but that he seldom does it ?— In my particular case, here is a document emanating from Henry’s 
own office, in which he charges a bonus of £5  for £1, and then he inserts a clause in the deed, not for 
10 per cent., but for 30 per cent, not on the £1 I  borrowed, but on the £5  he charges for it. This is an 
account received from Henry by Davies, Price, and W ighton— u To assignment of £100 ,” that was for £20  
received, and the next item is— u Interest, 30 per cent., 4 years 54 days ”— [ handing in the account].

561. B y  the Ron. D . M elv ille .— Y ou want to show that he does charge interest ?— Yes.
562. Mr. B ryan t.— H ow can the witness deal w ith other transactions ?
563. The Hon. the Chairman.— H e refers to a document received from Mr. Henry.
564. M r. B ryan t.— He is making general statements as to other cases.
565. The witness.— The last time I. was here Mr. M elville asked Mr. Henry this question— “ We 

understand that you charge £5  for £1  when it is a mere matter of speculation and when you do not know 
whether you w ill ever get the money, but after you come into possession of an estate and know the value 
of it, what do you charge then ? ” and Henry said, as mildly as possible, u 10s. in the £1, or sometimes £ l  
for £ 1 .” The question was put to me the other day by Mr. B ell— u W hen did your aunt die?” and I 
replied that I  did not know exactly when she died, but that I  thought it was in the early part of 1887. 
Since then, I have looked it up from a Launceston weekly paper that it was on the 19th of August, 1886, 
at the age of eighty. That alters what I stated last week very materially. I  said I  had received £50  
or £60  from Henry before he was being paid, but, according to that, the only one transaction that I had 
with him before he was in actual possession of the estate was the one loan of £20, and, as to every pound 
he lent me after, he was in possession of the estate and was drawing the money for a long time.

566. B y the Hon. the Chai/rma/n.— W hat did he charge you after he was in possession of the estate ? 
— Never less than £3 for £1 , and 30 per cent, per annum on the £3 , and sometimes £ 5  for £1 , and 30 per 
cent, per annum on the £5.

567. B y the Hon. D . M elville.— Is that proved by that document?— Yes. I made another state
ment the other day that Mr. Bryant objected to. I  think the document was put in last week. Two 
accounts received from Henry by Davies, Price, and W ighton. I  stated that Ilenry had antedated the 
whole of my transactions by twelve months, making a difference of over £400  in the amount I  owed, that 
he put here 1885 instead of 1886, which was tw elve months before I  had ever spoken to him in my life. 
Here are two letters which I  received from Davies, Price, and W ighton— “ Melbourne, 3rd March, 1890—  
John Green, Esq., Finch-street, East Malvern. Dear Sir,— Re Henry. Herewith we forward statement 
received this afternoon. W e shall be glad to see you so soon as you have gone through same,” that is the 
one to which I  refer. Then I  received another— “ 28th March. W e have received a further account 
herein and shall be glad to see you at your early convenience.” Therefore there were two accounts. I  have 
since been to the solicitor who conducted the case on behalf of Davies, Price, and Wighton, Mr. Jefferson, 
and he said if it was not here amongst the papers they must have given the first document back to 
Henry when he gave them the second one.

568. M r. B ryant.— Mr. Jefferson can state that himself.



569. Ih e  witness. When I  told you that I had repaid Henry £  198 and £150, do not imagine that 
that is all I have had to pay. Through the same transaction I have since paid £270 more, and I assure 
you it is my firm belief that if I  live to the age allotted to man of three score years and ten I shall never 
have paid that off.

570. B y the E on . J. B e ll.— Was not the £150 in the nature of a compromise ?— Yes, but I  had to 
borrow the money from the Colonial Mutual Society,

571. Was not that a final settlement ?— Yes, with Henry, but the rest all arose from the one 
transaction with Henry. Had he behaved honestly to me I should have paid him off long ago and had 
the annuity back again.

°72. If you entered into an arrangement with Henry, through your solicitors, to accept £150 in full 
of all demands, how can he claim any more money ?— H e does not, but I am still paying through his bad 
treatment of me.

573. You say now that you will have to continue to pay as long as you live ?—No more to Henry.
574. B y the Eon. the Chairman.— I understand that for £108 you have had to pay £348 ; is that 

the total amount you have paid to Henry ?— Yes ; but he demanded a great deal more.
575. B y the Eon. J . B e ll.— Does that finish you with Henry ?— No ; there is one more thing. 

Dates seem to be a very peculiar thing to Henry ; in fact, he does not take them into consideration at all. 
In January, 1888, he made me insure my life for £200.

576. That was after your aunt’s death ?— Yes.
577. And he knew it ?— He did. He made me insure my life for £200, and as I told you before, 

there has been some extraordinary manipulation of dates that confuses me, and I cannot understand it. To 
prove this, my policy of insurance is dated the 31st December, 1887.

578. B y M r. B rya n t.— Have you the document ?— No, but it can be obtained. I  was satisfied that 
this was incorrect. I  understand that that alteration was made for the purpose of making it fall in 
with the loan said to be received on the 30th of December, when, as I  believe I am right in stating, Henry 
was not in the colony at all. I  was so satisfied that this was wrong, that a short time ago I wrote to 
Dr. Cutts, who is the doctor who examines clients for the Colonial Mutual Insurance Company, and, of 
course, I got the exact reply that I expected, I told him that I  was about to come here to give evidence, 
that I wished to fix the date of a certain loan, and I  asked him if he would kindly send the actual date 
when he examined me before I  was insured, and, just as I  expected, I  received this post card—“ Upper 
Hawthorn. Date of examination, January 13th, 1888.'” And yet my policy is dated December, 1887.

579. B y the E on. J. B ell.— How many days' difference is there ?— Thirteen days. I  received the 
loan from Henry on the 20th of January, and it was on the 12th of January that Henry made this proposal 
to me that I  must insure my life, and it was on the 20th of January that I  was insured. I say that the 
date of the policy is antedated to December, 1887.

580. Can you give the date of the proposal ?— No, Henry made the proposal, and my firm belief is 
that he was'not in the colony at all ; he was certainly not in his office.

581. What do you wish to prove about that ?— That it has been antedated for some reason.
582. B y the Eon. the Chairma/n.— A  medical man may examine you, and it may be some little time 

before it comes before the company—it will take a few days ?— Exactly ; that would make it still later, 
not earlier. That is all I  have to say.

583. WTiat was the value of your estate ?— £1,000 cash is left to me. I  get the interest as long as 
I live, and at my death it goes to my children.

584. Then for an advance of £108 Henry charged you £348, and then after that you made a private 
arrangement elsewhere ?— He charged me a great deal more than that ; that is all I  paid him.

585. Henry was satisfied with a settlement of £348 for all claims ?— Yes, when Davies, Price, and 
Wighton brought him down to that. A s to the Colonial Mutual, I  cannot get a proper account from Mr. 
Park.

586. B y the Eon. D. Melville.— Have you a distinct charge of usury against the Colonial Mutual ?—  
It is this : I  have paid to the Colonial Mutual £270, and I  have paid off only £95 of a loan of £300.

, 587. B y the Eon. the Chavrmcm.— How does Mr. Park come into this affair?— Simply that they 
will not give me a proper account, and that I  am over-charged, the same as in Henry’s case, but not so 
much, certainly.

588. It was with the Colonial Mutual you made the arrangement after Henry’s ?— Yes. I  wrote a 
letter explaining all this to one of the daily papers, and after two interviews with the editor he sent me 
word that it was more a matter for the Supreme Court than for a daily paper, and probably it is more a 
matter for the Supreme Court than it is for you. The principal thing I have to say about the society is 
that they will not pay me a bonus.

The witness withdrew.

Leslie John Park examined.
589. B y the Eon. the ChaA/rmcm.— W'hat are you ?— Secretary of The Colonial Mutual Life Assurance 

Society, Limited. In the first place, as representative of the society, I  am justified in stating that it has 
been to a certain extent slandered by paragraphs which have appeared in the papers, charging us with usury. 
That is simply a calumny and untruth. With your permission, I will explain briefly the full facts relating to 
this loan in question. In 1890, Mr. John Green approached us, through his solicitors, Messrs. Klin gender, 
Dickson, and Kiddle, which shows that he was not an ignorant man being imposed on without taking advice. 
Originally he proposed, through Mr. J . H. Mirams, son of Mr. James Mirams, late M .L.A., for a loan of 
£250; that £250 was granted, and it went on for some time. In 1893, Green went to Klingender, Dickson, 
and Kiddle, and through them, applied to the society for a further advance of £50, which was granted. 
Altogether, he borrowed the sum of £300 on the security of a life interest in money invested with a 
certain building society in Tasmania, which produced about £54 per annum at the then rate. The value 
of that security as a life interest was a little more than the amount of money advanced, although it was 
£1,000 deposited ; but that amount would go to some one else at Green’s death. In his proposal he 
mentions the rate of 10 per cent. The loan was given at that rate, subject to his insuring his life for the 
sum of £300. The amount of the annuity payable to him has been regularly paid to the society from date 
to date, and duly accounted for— \_showing balance-sheet]. Some time ago this gentleman applied for .a
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further advance of £50. This was in February last. U p to that date everything was all couleur de rose, and 
Mr. Green was happy and contented with being “ lambed down }' by our society ; but as soon as we com
menced to refuse him money he evidently became annoyed, for one of his first acts was to call for an 
account— which he got., and disputed. H e saw one at the office, and said it was all wrong, and was a 
bundle of errors from beginning to end. H e saw me, and I  told him the accounts were right—that the 
apparatus could not lie. From the office he went to his solicitor, and wrote an extraordinary epistle, which 
was about to be sent to my office, and which was shown to me, and withdrawn. His next effort of genius 
was to write to the chairman, and, by innuendo, to imply that the management had been sticking to about 
£50 of his money. That letter came to me, and I  sent for Green, and asked him why he had not seen me 
before. I  went into his account. H e said there was £27  10s. received from Tasmania not accounted for, 
and in January, 1891, £27 10s. not accounted for. I  spent about an hour and a half in the middle of the 
day with him, and showed him that on the 16th of Ju ly  we paid to Green himself £12  10s. cash, and on 
the 24th of April, 1891, we paid to him again £15 . We credited his account in April with £ 8  Is. 9d. 
W e credited interest with £11 15s. 10d.; life premiums, £ 7  6s. 10d.; and interest on loan, 5s. 7d. After 
a long discussion, I found that we had been very hard on him. I  owned up to him we had made a mistake 
in charging that 5s. 7d. interest, and I  magnanimously waived it, but he was.not satisfied. We hold this 
money ; we collect it, and it remains in the office, and whatever balance is due to Green at the end of the 
year he gets the credit of it. H is account stands now as shown in the balance-sheet. He was charged 
10 per cent, interest, and has never been charged one penny more— the nature of the transaction justified 
that rate of interest, which was the ruling rate at that time. I have frequently paid more than that myself 
for money in Melbourne. That is the account of the Colonial Mutual Life Office, and if there is anything 
derogatory in it, it is for you to judge— [handing in the same'].

590. B y the, Hon. J. B e ll.— A s to the antedating of the policy ?— He made the proposal, according 
to the policy, in December, 1887. That policy was dated back, because it is our rule to charge a man the 
rate for the age nearest his birthday. By antedating that policy we charged him less than his age the 
next birthday. That was an advantage to him, not to the office. It was in his interest we did that. As 
far as that policy was concerned, we did not know Green at a l l ; we dealt vnth David Henry.

591. Green says that you refused to give him a statement of accounts?— That is simply untrue. 
Hot only our accounts were shown to him, but also the ledger. He knows about as much about accounts 
as an elephant. That is a copy of his account amended, that is, allowing interest for the money lying with 
us, which we credit him with till the end of the year. I think he was a good life at the time ; but we did 
not know him originally in the matter at all— that was through David Henry. W e have nothing to keep 
back from any one ; but statements such as these do a large amount of injury to a company, especially 
where you have a large number of rivals.

592. B y M r. B ryan t.— The policy is dated the 31st of December, 1887 ; that, I  believe, is the date 
of the proposal made by the insurer ?— The date of the proposal and the date of the policy usually differ ; 
but I see the date of this policy is the 31st of December, 1887, and the proposal is dated the same.

593. A s I  understand, when Green came to you in June, 1890, you made him an advance of £250 
for the purpose of paying off Henry ?— Yes, that was the date we made the advance.

594. The only security you then could get from him was this assignment of his life interest on 
£1,000 and the policy ?— Yes.

595. I t  would depend on the length of Green’s life whether you got paid before he died or not?—
Yes.

596. And in order to secure yourself you took a policy on his life?— Yes, the policy shows the date.
597. That is a common practice ?— It is the only sensible practice; otherwise you have no security.

Cross-examined by M r. Green.
598. Was not it after I  was shown the account in your mortgage book, and because of the state of 

that account, that I made all this bother?— You made a statement to me about a mistake.
599. Errors, omissions, and erasures ?— A s I  said before, you were absolutely incorrect; there were 

no errors and erasions.
600. They are in the book now ?— Nothing of the so r t ; all entries have pencilled memoranda.
601. You made a statement that you saw a letter which I suppressed ?— Yes.
602. How did you see that— I never sent you any letter to look at ?— I made a statement, which I 

again confirm, that I saw a letter which was to be written to the society at your request by a solicitor, 
John F. Hamilton ; perhaps that w ill bring your recollection back.

603. The letter was never out of my hands ?— I could not have dreamt it.
604. You say that in my letter to the chairman I accused you or somebody in the office of stealing?

— I said that by innuendo you accused the office of having stolen your money. That letter, if  put into
the hands of anybody else, would naturally lead them to assume that you had been robbed of £57, which 
you said had never been accounted for. I  asked you to apologize for the letter.

605. Do you say there was a statement to that effect ?—The letter had in effect that meaning. 
I  tried to get the letter to-day, but it had been mislaid.

606. There is no statement of anything of the sort in the letter ; that account is incorrect ; I 
have had six or seven different ones all made up to the one date ?— I f  the account is incorrect you have a 
remedy.

607. You sec I  have to pay for it all, that was my object in recommending that the law should be 
altered, which I  understand was the whole bottom of this inquiry.

608. The Hon. J. B ell.— We have nothing to do with disputed accounts between you and the 
Colonial Mutual Society.

The witness withdrew.

John Green recalled, cross-examined by M r. B ryant.
609. Have you the document that fixes your first transaction with David Henry? Yes, January

5th, 1886. That is the document sent to Davies, Price, and W ighton.
610. You are content to stand by that as correct ?— I do not think it is correct. I  did not challenge

the dates because I  had no means of proving they were incorrect.
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611. You say that the deeds that you effected with Henry were antedated ?—Not the deeds, but 
the first account that was sent in.

612. Where is it ?—I did not find it.
, TTr.6 ?3, IIave Jou any account that shows that the accounts were antedated ?—No. Davies, Price, 

and Wighton say they have not got it.
614. Then you are content to make a charge of that kind on the loose statement of some person

who says he cannot produce the deeds ?— I do not know what has become of it.
615. Is that your signature— [showing assignment]—6 th January, 1886? Yes.

. 6;J6'J *  sets out the fact that you are indebted to Henry in the sum of £100, and shows the 
security ?— Yes, but it contains something more than that. It says— “ and further moneys.”

617. “ And the interest thereon,” is that what you refer to?—Yes.
^ ou said before that you had no fault to find with David Henry’s charge of £80 for the

£20, for the reason that you had not come into the money ?— Quite so.
619. l o u  gave as security the whole tiling for Henry before your aunt died, and before you came 

into the money ?— Yes.
620. T ou say that Henry has dealt with you usurionsly; what do you call usury ?— Charging 30 per 

cent, per annum, not on the £20 he lent but on the £100 he charged for i t ; charging 30 per cent, on a 
promissoi y note in each case when I  borrowed the same—say £20, 1 would have to give a promissory note

621. Did you do so?—Always.
622. The promissory note was simply a voucher given by you to cover the amount mentioned in 

the deed ?— Yes.
623. Do you say that in his accounts Mr. Henry has charged you the amount mentioned in the 

deeds and the amount mentioned in the promissory notes in addition?—No.
624. We may take it for granted that all David Henry ever claimed from you was the amount 

stated in the various deeds that you signed ?—No, certainly not.
625. W ill you give the amount you are referring to ; this is an account furnished to Davies, Price, 

and Wighton on your account. The first item here is “ Assignment, January 5th, 1886, £100 that is 
provided by that assignment ?—Yes.

626. Jh e interest is also provided by the assignment ?—I did not understand there was to be any 
interest.

627. Do you mean to say that of the careful Mr. Green ?—I was not careful then, I  am sorry
to say.

628. Do you wish to say now you did not understand the contents of the deed ?—I say that most 
assuredly.

629. You were asked to sign each page at the foot ?— Yes, and if I  read it now I  could not under
stand it.

630. Did you read it over ?—No.
631. Was it read to you or explained ?— No ; I  swear that.
632. Do you recollect in whose presence it was signed ?—Not the first one.
633. Anybody who says it was all explained to you would be telling a shameless tarradiddle ?—

Perhaps I could not understand it.
634. If I  tell you that the deed provides for the payment of £100 and interest, and that Henry has 

not charged you any more than the £100 and you have not yet paid him even that, are you aware of it ?—  
I did not understand that. I  went to Tasmania myself to inquire about it after my aunt was dead, and I 
asked my cousin, who is the managing executor of the estate, if he would take it over, and he said he 
could not, because the deed contained the clause— “ and other moneys,” and he did not know how much more 
I might have borrowed from Henry.

635. Here it is provided again— “ The said sum of £100 and interest thereon and at the rate 
aforesaid of 30 per cent, per annum,” and it is referred to again in several places?—Yes, that is it.

636. In this account, the first two accounts are the assignment £100, mentioned in this mortgage ; 
you were content to pay that ?— Yes, as far as the £100.

637. And the interest at 30 per cent., £124 ?— That is what I  objected to.
638. A ll these other documents are to the same effect; the second is a further charge of £60—that 

is provided for in the further charge ?— Yes.
639. You understood you w7ere paying £60  for a further loan ?— Yes, I did; £3 for £1.
640. That deed also provides for interest at 30 per cent.?— Yes.
641. The next further charge is £50, you understood that ?—Yes.
642. And interest at 30 per cent.?—No, I  never understood a word about the interest till I got that 

account.
643. You signed all those documents ?—I know I did.
644. Do you wish the Committee to believe that you signed all those documents here without pur

porting to understand them ?—Yes, I  do; and they bear that evidence on the face of them, because it is 
impossible from that account that I could have agreed to pay £5,000 out of a property worth £1,000.

645. According to this account Henry was entitled to charge you £740 3s. from January, 1886, to 
the 28th of February, 1890 ?—Yes, and you do not call that usury !

646. According to this account he was entitled to charge that ?— According to that account, yes.
647. As a matter of fact, he credits you with the amounts he actually received, and allows for 

interest £255 5s. 6d., leaving a balance of £484 12s. 2d.?— That is it.
648. A s a matter of fact, do you know how much Henry received from you, or paid away on account 

of your transactions from start to finish ?— I received only £108 from him.
649. As a matter of fact, as to his payments to you, he is out of pocket, the premiums on the policy 

amounting to £169 Is. 8d.?—I am not aware of that.
650. And the total amount he received from you on your account is £334 3s. over a period of four 

years and a half ?— That is all he received altogether.
651. And by this last balance £440 12s. 2d., he took £150 7s. and re-assigned to you for the Colonial 

Mutual all the security: he had ?— Yes.
652. And in the £834 3s. is included the £150?—Yes.



653. Were you satisfied at the time you made that bargain with him ?— I do not know that I was 
satisfied—I was sick of the whole transaction.

654. You were content to pay it ?— I paid it.
655. That is the document you signed asking Henry to fix the matter up— “ 30th June, 1890.

I hereby request you to transfer to the Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society, Limited, the policy of 
assurance effected by you upon my life with the Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society, Limited, (No. 
42,340) for the sum of £200. And I  hereby acknowledge that the payment by me to you this day of the 
sum of £150, and the execution by you in my favour of a deed of release and the handing over by you to 
me of all securities held by you and signed by me,, is a full and final settlement and discharge of all matters 
and accounts between u s ” ?— Yes.

656. Have you ever made any complaint to Henry since June, 1890 ?— No.
657. Why ?— X considered I  was done with him.
658. After that you had no cause of complaint ?— No, none since.
659. Is it in the account showing the whole thing. You are well aware that when you first came 

to Henry and when he advanced you any money he had no security at all ?— None at all with the first. It 
was a speculation.

660. And after your aunt died and you came into the life interest of this £1,000, Henry had no 
security if you had died ?— Exactly.

661. Do you consider there is no risk in that ?— Not when my life is insured.
662. And he is paying the premiums ?— Yes.
663. Then to be a fair bargain you think that Henry is bound in your interest to pay the premiums 

on the life policy and give you money at what you think a reasonable rate— what do you call a reasonable 
rate?— Ten per cent.

664. Did you try to get money at 10 per cent. ?— No, not then. I  never went to any other place 
than Henryks.

665. I suppose you knew perfectly w ell that no one would look at the security ?— I  did not think 
so. The Colonial Mutual would look into it.

666. But at that time you had come into your money and your life was insured ?— Yes.
667. Your aunt died in August, 1886 ?— Yes.
668. Do you know when Henry first received money on your account ?— In June, 1887.
669. As a matter of fact do you know that in settling up that transaction between you for £150, it

was a compromise that he paid your solicitors’ costs too ?— That was part of my bargain.
670. You say that in your endeavours to get an account from Henry it cost you £100 ?—Yes.
671. I f  he paid your solicitors’ costs of £15, how did you expend the other £85 ?— I had to borrow 

that from somebody else to pay the £150.
672. You only paid £150 ?— Yes.
673. Then it cost you £100 ?— There were all my expenses the whole time. I  had to live for one 

thing. I  could do nothing, because I  was in town two or three times a week for three or four months.
674. Did you not tell the Committee that you had expended £ 1 0 0  in forcing Henry to give an 

account ?— Y es.
675. Then it is false ?— I paid upwards of £ 5 8  to Mirams ; that was for financing me through— 

paying the attendant expenses. I  had to send to Tasmania for copy of probate.
676. In other words, that you might borrow money elsewhere at a cheaper rate— you had to go 

elsewhere ?— Y es.
677. And you had to pay commission to a financial agent to do it?— Yes.
678. So you think it was fair to charge that against Henry— did Henry ever refuse you an account ?

— No, but his accounts were never correct.
679. Can you challenge a single item that is not included in your bond— take that account in your

hand and pick out any item that you say is not in your bond ?— I cannot do that. W hat I  dispute are the
repayments.

680. B y the Hon. the Chawman.— A s to the settlement arrived at through Davies, Price, and 
W ighton, what did Henry want to charge you before that arrangement ?— Something over £1,000; I think 
it was £1,042.

681. B y M r. B ryant.— That is quite incorrect ; the only account is that one for £740.
682. B y the Hon. the Chairman (to the witness).— You have no document to prove your statement ?

— No.

The witness withdrew.

James Haldon further examined.
683. The witness.— Before entering into the details of my case, which is a very complicated one, 

certain parties w ill have to be present to give evidence, viz., E .'J . W right and Mr. T. Lloyd, to show 
cause why certain proceedings have taken place.

684. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— Do I  understand that you are not in a position to go on without
those witnesses ?— I can go on a bit.

685. You wished to see some documents ?— I do not think they are necessary to-day; I  can 
remember pretty well.

686. Last day, you said you thought the property involved was worth from £600 to £700 ? I 
thought it would be worth about that when I  was out here. I  was staying at the Oriental Coffee Palace, 
North Melbourne, and got short of funds, and saw H enry’s glaring advertisements in the papers. I  ha 
written home for some money, and had this letter from my solicitors, stating that I  could not get any money 
until my sister came of age, that was in about a year. I  could not wait that time, so I  went to Ilem y s 
office in Bourke-street. Mr. Miller, Mr. Casper, and Mr. Henry were present. I showed Henry the letter, 
and lie questioned me on various things, which I have explained in a document which is in the hands o t e 
Crown Law Department. He asked where the property was, where my sister died, and other 
matters in my family. A s far as I  can remember, I  got £1 on the strength of the letter, and Henry ca e 
to his agents in London, or else wrote to them, and got a reply, stating that the property was all rig t e 
then advanced me £20.



687. For the £1 , had you to sign for £ 5  ?— I cannot remember whether I  signed anything for that. 
For the £20  I had to sign a bill for £100, and for another sum of £39 I had to sign a bill for £200, and I 
have a recollection that he put cheques before me which I signed and endorsed. My mother’s name was on 
them Received from Ellen Haldon, £100,” and signed and endorsed by me. Since then I have had letters 
from home stating that my mother has never signed a single cheque for the sum of £200 to any one.

688. Are you sure it was a cheque ?— It was some sort of bill.
689. To the best of your knowledge, what did it say ?—I cannot remember. My mind is very 

defective on the whole case. Mr. Lloyd knows more about it than I do myself. He w ill be here next 
week. He has been in England, and is coming home next week. After I got into Henry’s hands, and 
signed^ documents which I  did not understand (they were not read to me), in less than a year’s time my 
liabilities were over £500, and I had borrowed about £60. I went to Mr. Lloyd, and he wrote home to 
his agents.

690. Do you mean to say that you borrowed only £60, and your liabilities at the end of one year 
were £500 ?— Over £500.

691. Have you any accounts showing that ?— I have no doubt Mr. Lloyd has.
692. Who is Mr. Lloyd ?— Mr. T. W. Lloyd, the Missing Friends agent.
693. B y the Hon, J . Bell.— Does he know more than you do about those transactions ?— Yes.
694. Did you make any arrangement with Henry when you got the £2 0  as to how much he was to 

receive in payment ?— I understood it was to be £300  security, with 30 per cent, interest. I  understood 
that £300 was to come back to me— security he called it— and the document I  signed was an assignment 
of all my interest.

695. You were virtually to deposit £300, which was to come back to you afterwards ?— Yes, that 
was what I  understood.

696. You said in your evidence on the previous occasion that you anticipated that property would 
amount to £600 or £700  ; that would be your share ?— Yes, I  thought that, but it did not realize that 
when it was so ld ; it realized £487 10s. owing to Henry forcing the sale.

697. Did Henry get that ?— The greater part of it.
698. How much ?— £390, after paying Lloyd and Wright at home.
699. How much money did you receive of that ?— About £60 loan.
700. Do you remember all that ?— Yes, and I got a small sum after the property was sold, after a 

great deal of trouble. Henry got releases for some money at home that had been locked up, and got me to 
sign other deeds.

701. When the final settlement took place, how much did you get ?— £38 6s. that is all.
702. You got altogether £98 6s. in cash ?— Yes.
703. Did you become insolvent?— Yes.
704. Do you know if your trustee received any money from Henry ?— I do not know anything at all 

about him ; that has all been kept blind from me entirely. Wright made me insolvent, so that he could 
take action against Henry. Everything was arranged at home. Wright made me insolvent and took action 
against Henry, and then Henry disgorged to W right; I  do not know how much.

705. Would £118 be correct ?—£120 or £118.
706-7. That brings it up to £216 6s., and you say the amount received by Henry was £390 ?— Yes.
708. You think that the estate realized, after paying all the expenses in London, including the 

assignee, £390— that Henry g o t? —The estate realized £487 10s. at home.
709. But the amount that came to Henry ?— I am not quite sure of th a t ; I thought it was £390.
710. Your contention is that Henry received £390, and he gave you £174  for it?— Yes. I cannot 

very well explain my case unless I  have some assistance.
711. B y the Hon. the Chavrmam.— What induced you to go to Mr. Lloyd ?— When I  knew that my 

liabilities were over £500 I  thought that he might be able to take some action against Henry.
712. B y the Hon. J. Bell.— Hid he go to law with him ?—Yes, he was the means of having the

money locked up at home by law, and Henry could not get a penny of it.
713. You had better have Mr. Lloyd here—you do not seem to recollect the details ?—I will bring

him. I put my case into a lawyer’s hands, and Mr. Townsend McDermott went through the whole case
from beginning to end, and sent his opinion home last January.

The witness withdrew.

Adjourned to Thursday, 2 \s t  instant, at Three o’clock.

T H U R S D A Y , 2 1 s t  N O V EM BER , 1895.

Members present:
T h e  H on . D. E . M cB r y d e , in  the C h a ir ;

The Hon. J . Bell The Hon. A . O. Sachse.
D. Melville

Edward S. Harrison examined.
714. B y the Hon. the Chavrma/n.— What are you ?— A  gardener, living at Ballarat.
715. You have come to make a statement to the Committee about David Henry ? Yes, I have 

written Out what I wish to say— [the witness read as fo llo w s ']:—
STATEMENT R E  HARRISON AND HENRY AND WHYTE.

18th November, 1895.
About February, 1890, I got a letter from home stating I had money left me under my father’s will. I was short of 

money at the time. I saw David Henry’s advertisement in the paper. I wrote down to David Henry asking him what 
interest he charged. He wrote back to me that if I came down to Melbourne he would, no doubt, be able to' do business 
with me and presumed I was over 21 years of age. I went down to Melbourne, taking the letter showing I was entitled to 
money I showed the letter to D. Henry, who advanced me £2 out of £50 that I was to get from him, telling me.to call in



again in a day or two. I went home again then. I went down to David Henry a couple of days after, who advanced me 
the other £48. I asked him what interest he would charge me. “ Well,” he said, “ I will show you ” He said—“ If you give 
me the financing of your interest in your father’s estate I will charge you a moderate charge for the financing of your busi
ness, and let you have monetary loans of money at small rates of interest until I get the whole of your money from home 
for you, and you will have no legal expenses to pay, and the money will be got through my agent, Mr. Meynell, in London, 
without any delay, and as soon as I get the full amount of your income I will deduct my charges and money I lend you, 
and give you the balance coming to you.” When getting these loans from Henry he gave me bills to sign for four and five 
times the amount I got from him. When I asked him the meaning of them he told me it was only a matter of form, at 
the same time explaining to me that the best thing for me to do was to give him a power of attorney, as it would enable 
him to collect my money without any bother or delay. I signed this document, but when asking him in regard to what 
interest he charged I could get no satisfactory answer from him. Loans I got from him were £50, £50, £50, £100 I got 
from home which came through his hands, then £7, £30, and £5, making in all £292. The £30 I got from David Henry as 
a loan was the time he got me to sign my whole interest in my father’s estate away for £30—my interest then being £935 
5s. 4d,, after deducting £-292 money borrowed. While I was at his office on this occasion David Henry had a man come in 
who showed me where to sign the document as a loan. After I signed the document David Henry’s senior clerk handed me 
£1 or £1 Is. and asked me if I would be kind enough to hand it to the man that showed me where to sign the document. 
Then the man left, and David Henry handed me £30. Some time after I wrote to Henry for more money and got £5. 
After this I could not get any more money from D. Henry, and Henry billed me for £331 15s. 6d. After this I wrote to one 
of the trustees of my father’s will and told her not to pay any more money over to Henry’s agent, as Henry was swindling 
me. At this time David Henry had in hand £650 of my money from home, and the £277 5s. 4d. was accordingly lodged 
into the Equity Court at home until a settlement was come to. After this I got a letter from Mr. Whyte, of Geelong, 
threatening me if I did not settle an account which he had to collect for a client from me. I wrote to Whyte stating to 
him that I had not the money, but had been defrauded out of my money by David Henry, and accordingly gave him my 
case against Henry to conduct. After I had shown him the fraudulent way Henry had got at me, he stated to me that it 
was of no use going to court with David Henry, and advised me to settle with Henry instead of going to court. Whyte 
explained to me that there was a document which I had signed which he would have to pay for before he could get a copy. 
Some time after Whyte wrote to me to come down to see him in Geelong. He asked me if I knew the nature of the docu
ment I had signed when I got the last money from David Henry. I told him I did not, beyond that I had signed for a loan 
of £30. He stated to me that he would be put to considerable expense before he could get a settlement with David Henry. 
He asked me to sign an agreement that he was to have half the proceeds of a settlement with David Henry. He also stated 
that lie would see me in Ballarat, before a settlement was made with David Henry, for my approval, which he never did. 
Some time after I got a telegram from him on Saturday afternoon to meet him at Menzies’ Hotel, Melbourne, on Monday 
morning at 10 o’clock. I met him down there; then he went over to his office. On the road he told me that Henry would 
not give more than £150 for a settlement, and advised me to take it. I said to him—“ You know there is £300 to come to me 
at my mother’s death; you will see and get the release from Henry of that if I sign off for the £150.” He said he would. 
After this he showed me at his office a document where I had signed my whole interest away for £30, which I had got as a 
loan. After this I again told Whyte that he would have to get the release of the £300, to which he said “ all right.” We then 
went to Mr. Barrow’s office, and Mr. Whyte saw Mr. Barrow, and he said they would be ready at 2 o’clock. When I got out 
to the street with Mr. Whyte he told me to meet him at the entrance at 2 o’clock. I was there at the time appointed and 
waited for over half-an-hour, when a clerk came up to me and told me they were ready. When I got to Mr. Barrow’s 
office there was a young man there who stated that he represented Mr. Whyte. Part of the document was read, and I 
"was shown where to sign it, after which Mr. Whyte’s clerk got the money. I did not know how much then. We went over 
to Whyte’s office and he told me he would send me a draft the day after, giving me a sovereign. He sent me a draft for £30, 
and afterwards £10. I expected he would also pay Parkes Bros.’ account for £39 Is. 9d., which I do not know whether he 
has paid at all, as I have written to him for a receipt and could pot get one. Some time after I wrote to him asking him, if 
he had got my release and letters from Henry, would he please forward them to me. He wrote back stating he had not, 
but when he did he would forward them to me. I afterwards saw him in Geelong; he told me he had not got them. 
I sent my wife, and he told her there was £50 coming to him which he had not got, and would send my papers as soon as 
he got it. After this I got a letter from my mother, one of the trustees, asking me, if I had settled with David Henry, why 
had I not got my papers. I then felt annoyed and inclined to believe that Whyte never had any intention of getting the 
release from D. Henry; so I wrote to Whyte, asking him why he did not get the release, and that I was not satisfied 
with the way in which he had conducted my business, and asked him to forward the letters he had of mine, and I intended 
taking action. He wrote me back, stating he would not forward me any letters until I released him of all responsibility 
and claim, I then went down to Melbourne and saw Henry. I said to him—“ What about that release of the £300 to 
come to me at my mother’s death ? ” “ Oh,” he said, “ that belongs to me.” I said—“ How is that ? ” He said—“ I settled
with you for £150 and £25 costs,” at the same time stating that I had £150 and he had paid all the costs. I said to him— 
“ I arranged with Whyte to get the release from you of that £300”; he said to me—“ You can go over to Mr. 
Barrow’s office and see the document for yourself.” I saw Mr. Barrow, and he told me that all disputes arisen between 
me and David Henry were fully and finally settled for £150 with £25 costs. I asked him to let me look at the document, 
but he would not let me see it. I went back and saw Henry at his office, but he would not do anything, remarking to me 
that he would make me an allowance at the death of my mother,

David Henry has had—
1890—Feb. 5 

May 24 
Aug. 28

1891—Jan. 6 Paid into court

Due at my mother’s death

£100 0 0 £1,227 5 4
250 0 0 292 0 0
300 0 0
277 5 4 Now released 935 5 4

175 0 0
£927 5 4

300 0 0 £760 5 4

Loan from Henry

0 Settlement with Henry

£1,227 5 4

I might state the money I borrowed from David Henry was for the purpose of buying a house in Colac, and horses 
and drays, and carrying on a wood business. I paid a deposit on a house, gave bills for stock and furniture, 
with the expectation of getting my money from David Henry, and finally had to dispose of all I had, and was consequently 
ruined and defrauded of all my money.

My complaint is that I have been done out of my money by fraud. Firstly, that David Henry defrauded me by 
leading me to believe false statements made by him in regard to financing my business. Secondly, that he did defraud me 
of moneys coming to me by leading me to believe I was getting a loan from him and signing to that effect, Henry knowing 
the same document to be a deed of assignment of all my interest, valued £1,227 5s. 4d., for £292 money in all I had got 
from him, he knowing I was muddled in drink at the time the document was signed by me. Thirdly, that T. N. Whyte, 
solicitor, Geelong, also defrauded me by leading me to believe I had no case against Henry, and secondly, that he, Whyte, 
after promising to get a certain release of £300 from David Henry, which I found out he never had any intention of getting. 
In this case I am of opinion that Whyte has conspired with Henry to defraud me of the money I should have got.

716. I  understand that the total amount of money you borrowed from Henry was £467, and that the 
estate was worth £1,227  os. 4d. ?— That is it.

717. Where you made aware of what Henry charged for every £1 that you borrowed ?— No.
718. Did you not ask the question ?— I did— I could not get any satisfactory answer from him.
719. H e did not tell you that he charged £5 for every £1 you borrowed ?—No.
720. What charge did he make ?— He did not make any satisfactory agreement.
721. For the sum of £3 0  that you borrowed, what had you to pay ?— I signed bills of 400 and 500 

per cent.



722. What did Henry charge you for that £30, have you any recollection ?—No.
723. This Mr. Whyte is a solicitor in Geelong ?— Yes, Mr. T. N. Whyte.
724. Being under the impression that you were overcharged by Mr. Henry, you consulted Mr, 

Whyte ?— Yes.
725. According to your statement, you are under the impression that Mr. Whyte was in league with 

Mr. Henry ?— Yes.
726. What is your reason for thinking that ?— For one reason, that he ought to have come to Ballarat 

and consulted me before making the full arrangement with Henry, and instead of doing that he sent me a 
wire the last thing on Saturday without consulting me in Ballarat, as he promised, to meet him in Melbourne 
on the Monday morning, without giving me any full or decided answer as to what terms he would come to.

, 727. He did not consult you as to what arrangements he had come to with David Henry ?—No.
728. Did you previously ask Mr. Whyte to make the best arrangements he could on your behalf 

with Henry ?— I did, but he told me that before he closed the business he would see me in Ballarat.
729. As to Mr. W hyte’s charges, what did he charge you for the settlement ?— lie  was to have the 

proceeds from Henry.
730. Have you any papers about the charges Mr. Whyte made you ?— Here is the account between 

me and Mr. W hyte— \_handing in the same~\.
731. When the final settlement took place and you went to Mr. Barrow’s office, Mr. Whyte was not 

there ?— No, his clerk was there.
732. What took place?—A  document was presented for settlement; it was signed, and I was 

shown where to sign. Part of it was read and I signed.
733. Was the whole document read to you ?—No.
734. Were the contents explained ?—No. I knew beforehand what it was ; Mr. Whyte told me.
735. Before signing it, why did not you ask to have the document read ?— I left that to my adviser.
736. B y the Hon. J. B ell.— As to the question of Mr. Whyte it seems that you arranged with 

him that he was to get half the proceeds of the settlement with Henry ?—Yes.
737. He arranged with Henry for £150 and £25 costs, and he gave you £30 and £10?— Yes, 

and £1 10s.
738. The document does not make it clear. As to the item £39 and the £9 that ought to 

have been paid to Parkes Brothers, do you know whether that has been paid ?—I do not know. I  
wrote to Mr. Whyte for the receipt for that amount.

739. You did not inquire from Parkes Brothers ?—No, I wrote to Mr. Hancock, solicitor, a few
days ago, asking him if he would go over to Parkes and see if the amount had been paid, but I have
got no answer.

740. Did you receive any statement of account from Henry as to those moneys ?— Yes, I got an 
account from him.

741. Have you got it with you ?—No.
742. Did it show any items of interest ?—No.
743. How did you agree ?—I just got a bill that I  was indebted to him £331 odd. £927 5s. 4d. was 

the amount received.
744. You made it a conditiou that the £300 receivable at your mother’s death was to be released?—

Yes.
745. Mr. Whyte did not succeed in getting that?— No.
746. Was there a thorough understanding with Henry that this £300 was to be given up ?—No, I  

had nothing to do with Henry; it was an understanding with WTyte. Whyte should not have released for 
the £150 without the release for the £300 to come.

747. Is all the money received yet?—Yes, until my mother’s death.
748. You say that £927 5s. 4d. has been actually received by Henry ?—Yes.
749. B y the Hon. A. O. Sachse.— You said something just now about being under the influence of 

drink— was that when you went to Henry first ?—That was when I signed the document.
750. When you first went to him, were you under the influence of drink ?— No. I  was several 

times when I went to his office.
751. Was anybody with you at all?— No.
752. Did you quite understand the terms that Henry made with you at the first interview ?—He did 

not make any distinct terms—he asked me to call again.
753. Did he indicate then what interest he would charge ?—That was when he told me if he got the 

financing to do he would let me have money at a moderate rate of interest; he did not say the amount. He 
said nothing about a lump sum in consideration for the loan.

754. You signed some promissory notes ?— Yes.
755. Payable on demand ?—I think I  had to sign for four or five times the amount.
756. You remember signing the promissory notes ?—Yes.
757. You were not under the influence of drink at the time you signed those ?—I might have been

sometimes, and sometimes not.
758. Were you clear what you did ?— No, and I asked him at the time what was the meaning.
759. Were the promissory notes in blank, or were they filled in when you signed them did you 

know what amount you signed for when you signed them ?— Yes, I  think so.
760. Were you under the influence of drink when you went to Mr. Whyte ?—No.
761. You have a full recollection of what you did with him and what you told him ?—Yes.
762. B y the Hon. D. M elville .— You have read this bill of Whyte’s ?— Yes. _ ,
763. You notice that item about Parkes’ verdict—Whyte makes a direct charge in this bill showing 

that he has paid £44 10s. 9d., what makes you think that he has not paid that ?—I have no receipt, and
he refused to give me any.

764. Have you had any claim made upon you by Parkes or any one ?—No.
765. Did you make a contract with Whyte that he was to get half the money that Henry sent you .

 J did— I am sure of that.
766. And in addition to that, what else ?—Nothing additional. _ ,
767. Fie was to drag this £150 out of Henry for half the money ?— Yes, and he brings me m £14



(68. I f  Ii6 made a contract with, you that he was to do all this work for half this money, how could 
he bring in £1 4  in addition ; he says here— “ H alf proceeds from Henry ” ?— H e brings me in £14  in his 
debt.

769. Did you make a contract w ith him to take for his work one-half that Henry owed you ? Yes;
he puts down my half as £75.

770. Did you sign a promissory note to W hyte for that £ 1 4  ?— No.
771. Have you ever paid that £  14 ?— No, I  bring him in my debt.
772. You admit that that is correct— that you did make a contract with him to do your work for 

half the proceeds ?— Y es.
773. When did you hear of David Henry first as a good man to go to in a difficulty ?— I  did not 

hear of him to be a good man; I  read of him in the paper.
774. Did anybody recommend him ?— N o.
775. H ave you taken any proceedings against Henry ?—N o, I  have not yet; not since the settlement 

with W hyte.
776. H ave you taken any proceedings against W hyte ?— No.
777. Then both of those men owe you money ?— Y es, I  think W hyte has not done as he agreed to.
778. You merely w ish to show the exorbitant interest that Henry charges; that is your object in 

coming here ?— Yes.
779. B y  the Hon. J. B ell.— I  see in this account of Mr. W hyte’s that he charges you with 10s. on 

the 23rd of June; £ 3 0  on July  the 14th; £13  on September the 18th, and £1 on November the 14th?—  
Y es.

780. And also Parkes’ verdict, £ 4 4  10s. 9d.?— Y es.
781. Did you get all those amounts from W hyte ?— Yes.
782. I f  half of the money that he received from Henry was £75, how is it you bring him in debt to 

you ?— If you look over the papers you w ill see another letter from W hyte where he says that he sent me 
after the settlement w ith Henry a draft for £30; paid Parkes £ 2 0 , and would forward me the remainder 
after he had settled with Parkes, which is £25  odd. H e has £55  9s. 3d. which is made up of the £30  
draft, and £2 5  9s. 3d. remaining out of the £50 , which he promises to send to me after he receives the 
Parkes’ verdict, which makes £100. Then there is £ 4 4  10s. 9d. for the Parkes’ verdict to take from £55 
9s. 3d., which brings it to about £ 1 3  to my credit.

783. That is not according to this account o f W hyte’s ?— N o, that is what I  say, that that account 
does not agree w ith the letter be first wrote to me.

784. The chief point is this, you charge W hyte w ith conspiracy ?— Y es.
785. And that he did not carry out his agreement with you that he was to release the £300 ?— 

That is it.
Cross-examined by M r. B ryan t.

786. Do I  understand you to say that your object in coming here to-day is only to let the Committee 
know the exorbitant interest that Henry has charged you ?— It is my object to expose him.

787. H ave you tried to levy blackmail on him; have you threatened him that if  he does not pay 
this money you w ill make this attack on him before this Committee ?— I have asked him for the release.

788. Have you written threatening letters to Henry before you came here ?— Threatening to take 
action ?

789. Threatening his life, and so on ?— No, never.
790. H ave you threatened him that if  he did not give you a sum of money, or give up this release 

that you want, you would expose him before this Committee?— I  do not think so.
791. Did you not, as late as this morning, go to see and threaten him ?— I went to his office and 

asked him if he intended to hand me the release of the £300.
792. And if he did not hand it to you, what were you going to do ?— I said I would be up here this 

afternoon.
793. And if  he had handed it to you, would you have been here ?— Y es, all the same. I did not tell 

him I  would not be if he gave me the release.
794. Did you say you would appear before the Committee this afternoon if Henry would not give 

you the release—that you would come against him ?— Y es, I  said I  would -be against him this afternoon.
795. Then you went there to extort money from him, or the release, on the threat of your giving 

evidence against him here ?— I did not put it in that light.
796. Is  it not a fact that you are using this Committee as a means of extorting money from 

Henry, and that is w hy you make your threats and come here ?—I  want that release.
797. You want to squeeze that release from him, which you regard as worth £300  ?— Yes.
798. And after you wrote to the Committee you wrote Henry to that effect on the 1st of this 

month— “ Mr. David Henry. Sir,— I  want to know from you if it is your intention to submit to my request 
re the release from you of the £30 0  to come to me at my mother’s death.” Henry did not answer 
that ?— N o.

799. You say that Henry defrauded you ?— Yes.
800. When ?— On the signing of that document for the £30 .
801. That is an absolute assignment of all your rights ?— Y es.
802. Do you know Mr. Pencraft ?—-No.
803. Did you ever know him or go to his office ?— N o.
804. Was he not there at Henry’s office when you executed that assignment ?— I do not know.
805. Who was the man you paid the guinea to ?— I do not know w ho he w as— there was some man

there.
806. W hy did you pay him ?— Because I  was handed the money, and was told to hand it over by 

Henry’s senior clerk.
807. Did you have any idea w hy the money was given to him ?—-No.
808. Did he sign any documents in your presence ?— I cannot say.
809. Did he read over any document to you ?— H e advised me generally.
810. Did he explain the document ?— N o, he advised me it was a loan, to the best of my 

recollection.



811. What did he say to you ?— He said very little.
812. How long was the interview taking place ?—About five minutes.
813. And that is all he said to you—he advised you it was a loan ?— Yes.
814. Did you have the document in your hand ?— No, I did not.
815. Did you read it ?■—No.
816. You were able to read it ?— Yes.
817. How many times did you sign your name to that paper ?—I cannot say.
818. Did you sign on every sheet ?—I do not remember.
819. Just look at that document ; there is your signature at the bottom of each page ; are those 

your signatures ?— Yes.
820. You see that receipt at the foot of the schedule for £30 ?— Yes.
821. Do you pretend to this Committee that you neither read that document nor had it read to you,

nor had it explained to you ?— Yes.
822. You were signing something you did not understand anything about, and were taking £30?—

Yes.
823. Did you ask why you were getting £30 ?— No.
824. Do you know that this document sets out all the transactions between you and Henry from

the first, and the sum of money he has charged you under his bargain, the amounts he has received and the 
amount under the bargain you owe him, and then he gives you £30, and you assign all your interest to 
him— do you pretend you did not know all that at the time ? —I did not.

825. Did you know when you put the matter in Mr. W'hyte’s hands that the matter was settled 
between you and Henry for £175, and you signed a document to that effect ?—Yes.

826. You perfectly understood what you were doing ?—Yes.
827. You were not drunk ?—No.
828. You "were made acquainted with the contents of the document by Mr. Whyte and knew what 

you were doing ?— Yes.
829. If that is so, why do you state he defrauded you ?—He ought to have got the release from 

Henry, and that ought to be in the bargain.
830. You said you perfectly well understood that document and the contents ; there is nothing 

there about Henry giving up the £300 under your mother’s will— why did you not point that out ?— I knew 
there was a settlement for £175, but under the consideration I was to get £300.

831. Before you put the matter into Mr. W hyte’s hands, had you written to Henry and said if he 
gave you £150 to square up everything you would sign off ?— Yes.

832. On August 7th, 1890, did you write that letter ?—Yes.
833. “ I received your'notice stating that you had no news as yet. But you might have had news 

by this time. As I  am now settled in Ballarat I  have far better prospects in doing well in the wood line, 
as I  have been exploring the bush ever since I  have been up here. I  find out I  will be able to do well as 
it is all cash business here in that line. I  have got a letter from my mother stating that she has received 
my acknowledgment for the £100, and is awaiting the same for the £250 sent through Mr. Meynell’s 
hands. I  should think by the reading of my mother’s letters that altogether, including everything, I  would 
have about £1,000 coming to me. But as I  am in want of money I  would accept £150 from you; I give 
you full possession of everything and sign off. An early reply will kindly oblige,”— that is your proposal. 
If he had given you the £150 then, would you have been satisfied ?— No, I wanted to see what he would do.

834. Then that letter was not an honest one ?— It was honest enough.
835. I f  it was honest you meant to take £150 and give him everything— if he would give it 1—  

I  suppose so, in your idea of thinking.
836. Was not it yours ?—I wrote those letters to see what I  could get.
837. I am fixing you to that letter; did you intend him to understand that if  he gave you £150 you 

would assign all your interest to him—did you or did you not ?— That lies with me.
838. Did you intend him to understand that if he gave you £150 you would hand over to him all 

your interest under your father’s and mother’s estate ?— No, I did not.
839. Then what did you mean by writing the letter ?— To see what reply I would get.
840. Then it was a dishonest letter ?— I did not see it in that light.
841. Then you never meant anything by the letter ; it was a mere joking proposal ?— Yes, in a way.
842. And then when you put the matter in the hands of your solicitor you were to take £175 and 

square the whole thing— you understood that ?— Yes.
843. And that was the result of the writ you served on Henry ?— Yes.
844. This is the release, dated 13th July, 1891. It recites the various transactions between you, 

and states that for the sum of £175 you agree to a settlement of all matters in dispute between you and 
Mr. Henry— \_handing in document] —you know, as a matter of fact, that the draft of that release was sent 
to your solicitor, Mr. Whyte, and perused by him before it was executed and signed by you ?— Not that I  
know o f ; I never saw that.

845. Do you know Mr. Permezel, of the firm of Hughes and Permezel, solicitors ?— I saw the 
first document signed at his office.

846. Do you know Mr. A Hen, a clerk at Hughes and Permezel’s ?—No; I may have seen him.
847. Can you tell me who the clerk was who went with you to the office of Henry when you got 

the £125 ?— I do not know his name ; it was at Mr. Barrow's office.
848. Was it not Mr. Allen ?—I cannot say.
849. You have charged Henry here, as you have charged Whyte, with being guilty of a fraud

against you ?— Yes. .
850 . W here do you say H enry com m itted the fraud ?— In the first docum ent signed.
851. Why ?—Because he led me to believe he was letting me have a loan.
852. W hen you  gave an absolute assignm ent for £ 3 0  ?— Y es.
853. Who was present when that Avas signed ?—The senior clerk, I  do not know his name, Mr. 

Henry, and this other man he got there, the man I gave the guinea to, and myself, no one else.
*854. As you have made this charge of fraud against him, tell me what was the conversation you 

had before you signed ?— I do not know that there was any particular conversation.



855. Was there any conversation between you and Henry at all ?—No.
856. Then how do you dare to say he led you to believe that document was merely arranging the

loan if he said nothing to you ?— Of course he led me to------
857. But if he said nothing ?—I  was down previous to this.
858. You stated that at this interview he led you to believe that this £ 3 0  was given to you as a

loan— now you have stated that Henry said nothing ; if so, what took place to lead you to that belief ?—
Because he let me have the £30 , and I signed for it. I understood it was a loan.

859. And because you understood it, without Henry making any statement to you, you make this 
charge against Henry ?— I make the charge on the ground that he led me to believe it.

860. W hy ?— Because I  came down specially to get the loan of £ 3 0  from him.
861. H ave you the letter from him before stating he would lend the £30  ?— N o ; and I got very few

letters from him.
862. Did you give instructions to any one to prepare this assignment ?— No.
863. D id you sign any other document prepared by Emerson and Barrow which indicated what 

bargain you had made with H enry— look at that signature ; is that yours ?— Yes.
864. Where did you sign that, dated 9th October, six  or seven days before that deed of assignment 

was signed by y o u :— “ Messrs. Emerson and Barrow, solicitors.— I have this day sold to Mr. David 
Henry all my right, title, and interest in my father’s estate, also my right, title, and interest in my mother’s 
estate as specified in certain indentures by way of mortgage, dated 17th March, 1890, and 21st August, 
1890, for the sum of £361 15s. 6d. sterling, this sum consists of a balance of £331 15s. 6d., as per account 
herewith, due by me to him, and £3 0  to be paid by him to me on my signing a deed of absolute assignment 
to him of all my interest, which I hereby instruct you to prepare.— E. S. Harrison.” “ Received on 
account of the above the sum of £ 5  sterling.— E. S. Harrison.” Do you still say, in the face of that, 
that you did not understand what you signed in the assignment ?—I do.

865. A s a matter of fact, do you wish the Committee to believe that you did not understand that ■ 
document ?— Y es.

866. Did you understand it ?— No.
867. Did you read it? — N o.
868. W hy not ?— I thought I  was doing business w ith a straight man.
869. You had been asking Henry to buy up your interest for £150  in your letter, and you were

worrying him to buy your interest. Then you make a bargain to sell that interest on certain terms, which 
are incorporated in that document ; that being so, do you still say that you neither knew nor understood 
that document, nor had it explained to you, nor did you read the letter ?— I do.

870. W hy did you not read it ?— I suppose that may have been my own carelessness ; there was 
nothing to prevent my reading it.

871. You were perfectly sober at the time ?— I do not think so.
872. W ill you say you were drunk when you signed that document ?— Probably.
873. Do you venture to say you were drunk when you signed that document ?— I  do not remember

signing it.
874. Is not this the sequence of events— you come from Ballarat ; you make your bargain with  

Henry to sell out your interest for £ 3 0  ; you sign the document, get £5 , and then come down seven days 
after from Ballarat to execute the deed— is not that the sequence of events ?— No.

875. Do you remember coming down to Henry, and bargaining with him to sell your interest for 
£30  ?—No.

876. Do you recollect that you have written to him asking him to buy your interest for £150 ?
— Yes.

877. Did you write this letter on the 12th of August, 1890— “ Your letter received of the 11th instant.
I think it is a very strange thing that we cannot do any business without the aid of my brother, as he has 
nothing to do with me or my affairs, or any other brother of mine. Of course, it is very likely he might 
have gone home to England. I  see in hauling over my mother’s letters, I find one which states they have 
sent him, my brother Francis, £350 , besides the amount there is against him on a list that I  have got, 
which is £125, which I expect you are aware of. I  got the letter from my mother in June, which speaks 
of my brother having £350 sent to him, so he must have got it about the time he borrowed the £100 from 
you. I  would not for a moment wonder but what he has gone home to England. I  can tell you more 
when I see you, but as to what you want us at your office at the same time for I cannot understand, 
because if he has gone to England it w ill be a long time before he is back, and I  do not feel at all satisfied, 
and as to my knowing of my brother’s whereabouts I  am perfectly ignorant. I  also think it very strange 
that you would not accept my offer, which I  stated in my other letter. I  would not have made you the 
offer had I not been in the want of money. But, of course, i f  I cannot get any money from you I will have 
to get it elsewhere. Did you advance him, my brother, any more ? Mr. Pugh is a great friend of my 
brother’s.” Do you still say that your proposal to sell out for £150  was not honest, seeing that you say in 
this last letter— “ it is strange that Henry would not accept it,”— you say that ?— Yes.

878. Is  that your letter— 66 5th September, 1890. I  am just dropping you a few lines to let 
you know that I  have shifted to Ballarat. I  have not heard anything from home y e t ; have you ? I would 
like to settle our business as soon as possible, as I would like some money to increase my business, and you 
will greatly oblige. Did you hear anything of Francis ? Yours truly, E. S. Harrison” ?— Yes.

879. Also this letter, undated— “ I have just received a letter from my mother stating what 
the farms sold for, and she says they sold remarkably w ell. T hey realized £7,650. One farm sold for £1,730 ; 
another for £ 2 ,4 0 0 ; another for £3 ,020  ; and a field in Ilillylaid  for £260 and cottage for £155. I  expect 
you have heard from your agent by this time telling you the result of things. I suppose you got my letter. 
I  have not received any answer from you as yet. I  would be glad if you could make me any offer to square 
up ; and I  am greatly in want of money, and you w ill oblige me greatly, as I  have bills to meet at the end 
of this month, and if I cannot raise money I  w ill have to put up with the consequence of a great loss. 
Yours truly, E. S. H arrison” ?— Yes.

880. A lso this one dated September (no day)— “ Mr. Henry. Dear Sir,—I am just dropping 
you a few  lines to let you know that I w ill be in Melbourne to-morrow morning, as I  am going up the 
Grippsland line to work until I can get a settlement w ith you, as things are so bad here I  w ill have to get



work somewhere else until I have money enough to make a start in business for myself. I  w ill call and
give you a receipt for the £  5 you sent me ” ?— Yes.

881. Is not that the £o mentioned at the foot of that document I showed you ?— I do not know.
882. Now this letter “ September 15th, 1890. Mr. Henry. Dear Sir,— I have written you a couple 

of letters, and have not yet received any reply. I would be much obliged to you if you would answer this 
one. I  wiote to you to the effect asking you if you could possibly let me have any money. As I am in 
difficulties at the present time I  would be glad if you could do anything for a settlement. I  will take £50  
and square up everything, also the money due after my mother’s death ; and if you could do this you 
will do me a great kindness. I  forward my mother’s letter with this. I f  you can do anything for me I 
will come down. Yours truly, Edward S. Harrison.” You see in that letter you write and say you will 
hand over everything, including the interest in your mother’s estate for £ 5 0 — did you mean that ?— I meant 
to get an answer.

883. Did you mean that you would assign everything for £50 ?— No, I meant to get an answer to 
see what he would do.

884. You first asked for £150, and then for £50 ; do you mean the Committee to understand that 
was not an honest proposal on your part ?— I could not get any satisfaction from him— I had to try the 
best way I could.

885. \Y as not that an honest proposal to Henry, if he gave you £50 you would square up everything ?
— No.

886. W hat did you mean by it ?—I meant to see what answer he would give.
887. What did you intend to convey by using that language— “ I will take £ 5 0 ” ?— That is just

what I  told him.
888. What did you mean him to understand ?—I wanted to see what he would do.
889. What did you mean him to understand ?— [iVo answer.']
890. M r . B ryant asked the Chairman to compel the witness to answer the question.
891. The witness.— It says here— “ I will take £ 5 0  and square up everything, also the money due

after my mother’s death ; if you could do this you will do me a great kindness.”
892. The Hon. the Chairman.— Just give an answer to that question.
893. B y Mr. B ryant.— What did you mean Mr. Henry to understand by that ?—I wrote this just 

merely to get an answer, and if he had made a suitable answer then, o f course, I  would have asked for 
more likely.

894. What did you mean him to understand by that ; what was your proposal; you were proposing 
to take £ 5 0 -----

895. Mr. B ryant (to the Committee).— I am labouring this point because I  wish to show that this 
man is unreliable.

896. The Hon. the Chairman.— You need not go any further.
897. B y Mr. Bryant ( to the witness').— Here is another letter on the 17th of September— “ Yours 

to hand of the 16th. It seems a very strange thing to me when you have every security of your money I  
could possibly give you, when I am left between £800 or £900, and a sum of about £300  after my mothers 
death. When I first came to you to borrow money you said it would take about £4,000 or £5,000 to 
bring in £100 a year at home, and when I came to borrow on the amount it was only worth about £2,000, 
if  you understand right. And I consider it very hard that after coming to you for what little money I  
borrowed to make a start, I  have to dispose of all I own, because I  cannot raise the said amount of £49  
which I  am summoned for, and I have offered you all that I have had left me at home, and sign any docu
ment that you should require of me, and I should consider it a great kindness of you if you let me 
have the money, the said amount of £49, and if  I was not summoned for this amount, and to hold what 
little I  own, I  would not trouble you for any money, I can assure you. But if I  cannot get the money 
from you, I  will have to borrow the money from a money-lender in Ballarat. It seems a strange thing to 
me that after having about £1,100 left to me, and only received £170 cash from you, and £52 which was 
against me, and £100 sent out to me, which came through your hands, which makes £322 altogether. 
Yours truly, Edward S. Harrison. A  reply at once will oblige.” Then Henry sends you £5 and a letter 
stating that he is sorry he cannot comply with your request. Then you come to town and sign that docu
ment ?— Which document ?

898. On the 9th of October ?— Yes.
899. He wrote before to you stating that he cannot quite understand your letter, and asking you to 

come to Melbourne and explain. Then you sent him a telegram— “ I will be at your office at 2.30 on 
October 9th.” Then you came to town on October the 9th and signed a document to sell out your interest 
for £ 3 0  ?— No doubt I  signed it.

900. In the face of those proposals do you still say you did not understand you were selling your 
interest for £30 ?— I do.

901. And, I suppose, you are just as earnest in your assertiou here to-day that Mr. Whyte swindled 
you ?— Yes, I  do not think he has done what he ought to have done.

902. A s to the rates of interest, when did you first go to Henry ?—About February, 1890.
903. At that time you were entitled to some money under your father’s will ?— Yes.
904. Was there any condition or contingency under which you were to receive it ?— It was delayed.
905. W hy ?—The farms had to be sold.
906. You could not get any money till the estate was realized ?— Y e s ; there were advances made.
907. What did the estate consist of ?— I had a tenth share in my father’s estate.
908. And the estate consisted of farms ?— Farms and money too, whatever was realized.
909. Who were the executors?— My mother, my uncle, and my brother-in-law.
910. Did you write to them to get money out direct before you went to Henry ?— Yes.
911. And you could not get it?— There was £100 sent out. I  did not get that before I  went to

Henry.
912. Had you got any money from the estate before you went to Henry ?—No. ^
913. H o w  long had your father been dead Avhen you w ent to H en ry  ?— A b ou t six w eek s.
914. You did not know when any money from the estate would be likely to come out ?— I thought 

it would be out shortly<



91o. When you went to H eniy what documents did you produce to him to show you were entitled 
to-money under your father s will ?— I showed him my mother’s letter.

916. You were a stranger to Henry ?— Yes.
917. You came from Colac to see him ?— Yes.
918. Had you tried to raise money elsewhere?— N o. .
919. You got £50  from.him and signed a mortgage for £250  ?— Yes.
920. You knew that and were satisfied to pay it ?— No, I  do not think so.
921. W hy did you agree to pay it ?—  Because he told me different. He told me it was only a 

matter of form.
922. You knew that for the £50  you were getting you were bargaining to pay him £250 ?— Yes.
923. There was no fraud there, if  you understood what the bargain was ?— I did not take it in that 

light anyhow. He made out to me that i f  I  gave.him  the financing to do, and a chance of collecting.it, by 
doing that he would only charge a moderate sum for the financing and interest.

924. I f  you knew that you were agreeing to pay him £250  for a loan of £50 , there was no fraud 
there ?— It was a fraud, and nothing else but a fraud.

925. You knew perfectly well what you were doing ?— I did not know I  was dealing with a man 
like him.

926. You need not get abusive ?— It is enough to make any one.
927. You knew you were agreeing to pay £250 for a loan of £ 5 0  ?— I know I  signed for four or 

five times the amount.
928. Did you know you were agreeing to pay £250  for a loan of £ 5 0  ?— I did not know he was 

going to charge that.
929. Did you know you were agreeing to pay £250 for £ 5 0  ?— No, I  did not expect to pay it.
930. You stated just now that you did know— which of your statements is correct?— A s far as 

knowing I suppose I  did know.
931. And you signed a document to that effect ?— No, I  did not sign to that effect. I  signed to 

the effect that he told me it was only a matter of form,
932. Here is the indenture made on the 15th of October, 1890, signed by you, specially referring 

to that transaction o f the £ 2 5 0 — \reading the same~\— and there it is in that subsequent document of the 
13th of July, 1891— do you still say you did not sign the document to pay £250  for £5 0  ?— I may have 
signed it.

933. Then on April the 9th you got another £100  from Henry, for which you agreed to pay 
£300 bonus; is not that so ?— I suppose I  signed another paper the same as the other— I suppose for £400  
or £500.

934. B y the Hon. the Chairman .— Did you understand that you were signing for £250 for the £50  
you got ?— Yes.

935. B y M r. B ryan t.— When you got the further sum of £100 , how much did you agree to repay 
Henry for the £100 ?— I think I  signed for four or five times the amount.

936. You agreed to £400  for a loan of £100 , and you knew that perfectly well ?— No, I  did not. 
Of course I signed that, but I  was led to believe very different.

937. You knew what you signed and you agreed to give him £400  for a loan of £100  ?— I did not 
expect to pay him that.

938. As a matter of fact, did you not understand you were agreeing to pay £400  for a loan of 
£100 ?— [ATo answer.

939. B y Mr. B ryan t {to the Hon. the ChoA/rman').— W ill you compel the witness to answer ?
940. B y the Hon. the Chairman {to the witness).— Did you understand that you had to pay £400  

for £10 0 — £4 for every £1 you borrowed— did you understand that at the time ?— N ot in reality.
941. B y the Hon. J. B e ll .— You say you thought it was a matter of form ?— Certainly.
942. B y M r. B rya n t.— You knew what the bargain was, whether Mr. Henry was to carry it out 

or not ?—Y es.
943. B y the Hon. A . O. Saehse.— Did you understand that any of those things were to become his, 

or were merely to be security for him ?— Security.
944. B y Mr. B rya n t.— Passing over one or two small items, on A ugust the 21st Mr. Henry gave 

you £15  on the interest of your mother's estate ?— Yes.
945. You agreed to pay him £ 7 5  for that ?— Y es, I  understood that in the same way.
946. You knew that was your bargain ?— I knew I got £15  and signed for £75 for it.
947. You gave Henry a document, selling to him for the sum of £75 your interest in your mother’s 

estate when she died ?— Yes, as security.
948. So that up to that time you had got from him altogether a certain sum and had given him 

three documents under your father’s w ill and your mother’s estate, as security— you knew that?— Yes.
949. And you knew, therefore, if nothing else had happened, if you had come back and had given 

him that money you would have got your securities and torn them u p ; you knew what the security 
meant ?— Yes.

950. You knew if you had paid back, you were entitled to have your securities given up by your 
creditors ?—Yes.

951. A s a matter of fact you could not repay Henry ?— No.
952. So afterwards you make this bargain to sell out your interest to him for £30  more, and he 

releases you from the existing debt of £331 ; is not that the position ?— No.
953. What is the position ?— Nothing of the sort.
954. You need not get obstinate ?— I am not obstinate.
955. W hat was the bargain ?— The bargain was that £ 3 0  was a loan.
956. Is your mother still alive ?— Yes.
9 5 7 . So  you  are not en titled  to com e in to  an y  m on ey  in her e sta te  as y e t ;  do you  know  that

perfectly  w e ll ?— Y e s .
958. You say that Henry has received on your account £927  5s. 4d., apart from the £ 3 0 0  you are 

entitled to on your mother’s death ; how do you know he got that ?— I have writing to that effect—a letter 
from my mother, who is one of the trustees.



959. Where is the rest of this letter ?— It is at. home.
960. This says-r-“ Dear Edward,— You say in the letter I received last week that you have settled 

with Henry for £150.” Do you still say that proposal was not an honest proposal ?— \_No answer.~\
961. It goes on— “ Why have you not got your .papers back or sent to Mr. Worthington” ?— I was 

under the impression that Mr. Whyte would get them.
962. Then— “ I cannot send you a penny till you prove to Mr, Worthington that you are free from 

Henry. A s things stand now, all that should come to you goes to him, and if I  died to-morrow he would 
take the £300 too.” You had written to tell your mother that, had you not ?—Yes, that was a letter 
written at Mr. Barrow’s dictation.

963. You had sent home a statement to your mother that you had assigned everything to Henry ?—  
I wrote to her to say I had settled with Henry for £150.

964. And that under that settlement you had assigned everything under your father’s estate and 
your mother’s to Henry ?—No.

965. How did she find it out— Henry was not writing to her ?—Not that I know of.
966. You were ?— I wrote a letter at Mr. Barrow’s dictation.
967. And then she writes this— “ Get Frank’s lawyer to act for you. I will show you how you 

have had your money, and you must show Mr. Short what you have had from Henry :— 1890—February 5, 
by draft on Geelong, £100; May 24, to Henry, £250; August 28, by Meynell to Henry, £300. 1891 
—January 6, paid into court, £277 5s. 4d. This last sum you desired me to help Henry to take out of 
court not long since. Henry has had £827 altogether on your account ”—you told the Committee £927  
— “ Really, Edward, I  could shake you for fooling away your money as you have done, but all I can say is, 
get your release from Henry, for until that is in our hands I will not move a step for you. Frank and you 
put your heads together to draw the money from us through Henry. He has got his head out of the net 
and he must help you to get yours out. You will think me hard, but I know how your father worked for 
the money which you have squandered.” According to this letter, all that Henry had received on your 
account was £827— your mother says so ?—I made it more than that.

968. Since the money was received from the Court of Chancery— the £227 odd— nothing more
has been received by Henry ?— No, nothing more.

969. Now, as to your mother’s estate—you say you are entitled to £300 on the death of your 
mother—what age is she ?— Sixty.

970. This bargain was made in 1890 ; do you know, as a matter of fact, that Henry has sold that 
interest to her, that your mother has bought this interest of yours for £120 ?—No.

971. You never heard of that ?—No.
972. Your mother has never written to tell you ?— No.
973. Do you correspond with your mother ?—I have not for a long time.
974. On June 24th. 1893, your mother bought this interest for £120, and Mr. Henry got the net 

sum of £112 2s. 6d. for it, and the total sum he has received is £870 3s. 6d., with nothing more to come. 
The sum he has paid on your account, with the expenses, amounts to £428 13s. ; that is a profit of £441  
10s. 6d. over a period of three years, including a law suit— [ handing in  a memo, o f d e ta ils f------

975. B y the H on. D. M elville.— Did you know at the time that you were to pay 30 per cent, to 
Henry ?— No.

976. You saw it charged you in that deed— did you agree to that as well as to the £o for £1 you 
see that sum on the document, 30 per cent. ?—Yes.

977. A t the time you made the agreement to pay £5 for £1 , was there any word of your being 
charged 30 per cent, in addition ?— No.

978. How do you explain it all—what is your idea of it— is it an overcharge or what ? I  think
that is a fair charge. „

979. B y the Hon. J . B e l l— Do you consider that 30 per cent, is a fair charge after paying £o to
£1 ?— Oh no.

980. B y the Hon. D . M elville.—Did you understand xvhen you were paying £250 for £50, that _ in 
addition to that you would be charged 30 per cent.—-did you agree to that, or had you any conversation 
about it ?— No.

981. Then all those interest charges you never heard of ?—No.
982. B y M r. B ryant.— That document there shows a charge of 30 per cent, which Henry has a 

right to make against you which he ultimately foregoes ?— Yes. ^
983. You have told Mr. Melville that you never heard anything about these interest charges ? Yes.
984. Is that statement true that you never heard of a charge of 30 per cent, interest ?— Yes.
985. You understand my question perfectly well ?— Yes.
986. Is that your signature ?— Yes.
987. You are a  fair penman ?— Yes. 0 .
988. Listen to this “ 15th March, 1890. To Messrs. Emerson and Barrow. Dear Sirs,— Flease 

prepare an assignment by way of mortgage over my interest in my father s estate in favour o 1 r.  ̂ avi 
Henry of 336 Bourke-street, to secure to him the sum of Two hundred and fifty pounds sterling, which he 
has this day agreed to advance me, running with interest at the rate of 30 per cent, lo u  will make no 
mention in the deed of any part of the above sum being for bonus money, and you will insert a clause in 
the deed by which I  agree to pay 5 per cent, on all moneys collected. Yours truly, Edward S>ior 
Harrison. You will also please prepare a power of attorney in favour of Mr. T. H. Meynell, solicitor,
37 Furnival-street, Holborn, London, to enable him to act for and collect all moneys coming to me- 
the face of that document, which you signed, do you dare to tell this Committee that you never heard of
30 per cent, charged for interest ?— Yes, I do. , £ , Q

989 Bn the Hon. J. B ell.— You agreed to become indebted to Mr. Henry for £2o0 on the JboO 
and to pay 30 per cent, on the £250 ?—Not understanding at the time, I may have signed a document to

990. You had no idea you were paying 150 per cent, on the £50 you were going to get „
991. It is a strange thing that you make an arrangement without arranging about ie m eies

I  admlt9g2Wa^J°^161Ŝ )7le D. M elville.—  That £400 against you for £100, had you any conversation about 
interest in that case?— There was conversation about the £400, and it struck me at the time.



993. Was there any conversation about charging the additional 30 per cent interest ?— No.
994. Was the letter written to your mother written by yourself or at the dictation of Mr. Henry s 

solicitors ?— I wrote the letter in the office at Mr. Barrow’s dictation stating that I  had settled with Henry 
for £150.

995. Theu it was not your letter, but Mr. Barrow’s ?— Yes.
996. Did all the letters and papers go into Henry’s office?— Yes.
997. Then he had full command of everything ?—Yes.

• 998. B y the Hon. J. B e ll.— Did you give him an order for letters at the Post-office?— Yes.
999. B y the Hon. D . M elville .— Do you tell us your reason for not knowing fully about those deeds 

was that they said that “ it was a mere matter of form ? Yes.
1000. They made you believe in all those documents you had signed that “ it was a mere matter 

of form ” ?— Y es, as regards the interest and the 400 or 500 per cent.
1001. They impressed you that they were matters of form ?— Yes.
1002. Were they never read over to you ?— No.
1003. Then you absolutely knew nothing of what you were doing ?— I knew that I  was getting the 

money from Henry.
1004. You did not know the contents of the documents ?— I did not know I was going to be in 

this state.
1005. B y the Hon. A . O. Sachse.— You said your letters were sent to Henry’s office ?— Yes.
1006. A t your wish or his?— I signed to let him have the letters.
1007. Why did you sign that ?— H e asked me to sign it for security of his money, supposing any

money came out, that he would get it.
1008. B y the Hon. the Chairman. —W ere  any letters sent to Henry’s office addressed to you ?— Yes.
1009. Did you get any?— He had a letter addressed to me the time the draft was sent.
1010. You expected letters from England, and you gave an order that the letters should be sent to 

Henry’s office?— An order that he should collect them.
1011. Did you receive any letters at Henry’s office, when you went there, addressed to you?— No.
1012. Do you know if any were sent to Henry’s office for you ?— No.
1013. B y Mr. B ryan t.— That is your signature?— Yes.
1014. That is the authority to Emerson and Barrow to prepare a further document settling the

matter ?— Yes.
1015. Y o u  do not su g g e s t  th a t H en ry  h as received  le tters on your accoun t and filched  them ?— N o.
1016. There are two letters from Meynell (H enry’s agent) to Henry about this purchase of the 

witness’s interest under his mother’s will, one dated 17th February, 1893. “ Dear Sir,— Re  E. S. Harrison. 
Since writing you on the 10th inst. Messrs. Bullock and Worthington have sent for my perusal a letter 
from Mrs. Harrison of the 13th inst. In this letter she says— ‘ I shall not be in a position to buy the 
reversion until the death of one of my aunts shall put me in funds again. A s two of them are over 80 there 
may be not long to wait. I f  Mr. Meynell does not dispose of it in the meantime I shall be able and willing 
when such an event does occur to renew my offer.’ Messrs. Bullock and Worthington suggest that they 
may be able to arrange a contract for Mrs. Harrison to pay 4 per cent, interest on the £120 until she is in 
funds to enable her to complete the matter. I  have replied that you might be inclined to assent if Mrs. 
Harrison will agree to pay 5 per cent. I  am afraid I should not be able to get elsewhere anything like the 
offer made by Mrs. Harrison. Yours truly, T. H. "Meynell.” The second one is dated 23rd June, 1893, 
and is as follows -.—“ Dear Sir,— Re E. S. Harrison. Referring to(my letter of the 9th inst. I  have now 
received payment of the deposit receipt for £120. The bank stated that the interest was only 3d., which 
they did not think worth forwarding. I am inquiring as to this, and shall require payment of the proper 
rate of interest. I  will credit your account w ith whatever I  receive. I  have to-day handed to Reuters for 
remittance to you, less charges, £113 2s. 2d., being the balance of the £120, after deducting my charges, 
£6  17s. 10d., of which I  w ill forward statement receipted by next mail. Yours truly, T. H. Meynell.”----

The witness withdrew.

David Henry further examined.
1017. B y the Hon. the Chawman.— This Committee understood that it was in very unusual cases 

you charged interest?—The interest is put in, but it is very seldom charged— it has not been charged in 
this instance.

1018. It looks to me that it has been charged in this case------
1018a. M r. B ryan t explained that it was charged in the account, and there was a balance of £331 

against Harrison ; then that was foregone by Henry as part of the consideration for the absolute assignment.
1019. B y the Hon. the Chairman {to the witness.)— Your usual rate is £5  for every £1  that you 

advance ?—N ot for every one, and only where there is great risk at the start.
1020. You would not say this was a great risk ?— Y es, when he came tom e he had simply a letter.
1021. You are not long before you find out what an estate is worth ; it is only a few days ? No,

we never send by cable. In a case of this sort we could not describe a n y th in g  like th a t— it would be very
expensive to cable.

1022. In giving your evidence, I  understood you had a code ; what was that for . Never to find 
out the value of a property. We have to run the risk in the first instance ; then get a power of attorney
and that goes home. _ e

1023. B y M r. Bryant.— The cable would not help him, because it would not enable him to identify
an individual.

1024. The witness.— There may be a restriction on the estate.
1025. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— A t what date did you find out that this estate was of a certain 

value ?— A  long time afterwards.
1026. I understood Harrison to say that his father died about Christmas 1890 ; how long after 

that date did you hear of the value of the estate ?— I suppose in the begiuning of 1891.
1027. What rate of interest did y o u  charge Harrison after you heard of the value of the estate .

1 did not charge him any interest on that. Then he put it in Chancery, and we had to get it out , 
there was a very great risk and expense to get it out. He put it in Chancery by writing all sorts o



letters about it. A t the time I lent the £50 and £100 I just ran the risk— I knew nothing about the 
property, but I intended when I got the money to make a reduction. I only got £ l  for £1 for the three 
years.

1028. Why do you insist on those people having letters sent to your office ?— We do not insist.
1029. You get a document drawn out insisting on having their letters addressed to you— what .is 

your motive ? When they borrow £100 or £150, like in this case, we take the order to the Post-office, 
and supposing the money gets sent direct to the party in a draft, he generally pays us out of that. I have 
had an instance where the money was sent direct to the party, and he got the money, and I was left out 
in the cold.

1030. When you get a letter, you advise the person to whom it is addressed that there is a 
letter waiting in your office, and then this letter is opened in your presence ?— Not always, not unless 
they owe me money, and the money is expected.

1031. According to the deed that you compel them to sign, all letters are to be addressed to 
your office?— Yes.

1032. If the letters are addressed to your office, you must naturally see them opened ?—Not always.
1033. Then Avhat is the use of sending them all to your office 7— If there are contents in them, 

they would be opened.
1034. I do not think you would allow anyone to open the letters unless you or your clerk were 

present ?— Not always ; only where we expect money.
1035. Are not you or your clerk always present ?— No.
1036. Then what is the good of sending the letters to your office ?—We send home the power of 

attorney and the assignment.
1037. What I  want to know is, whether you or your clerk are present when the letters are opened ; 

is the person to whom the letter is addressed permitted to take the letter away unopened ?— He is, if no 
money is expected ; we do not insist on it in every case. I  will explain it in this instance : say we lend 
“ Jones” £50 or £100 ; wo send the assignment and power of attorney to our agent. He makes a search 
and there may be restrictions in the will, so that he will have to collect under the power of attorney. In 
the meantime, the money may be sent direct to the party, so we take orders for the letters in those instances. 
When we expect money or drafts are coming out, we make them open the letters in our presence, and that 
is perhaps one in five of those letters. We know there is money expected till we get news from home, 
and then we do not open the letters.

1038. Does it give you power to open letters ?— No, we never open them ; they are only opened in 
our presence.

1039. Did you open any of this last witness's letters?— No ; I  am quite certain of that.
1040. Mr. Harrison.— He opened my letter and got the draft of £100 ; I  was not present.
1041. The witness.— I never opened his letter ; it must have been addressed to me ; he opened it 

himself.
1042. B y the Hon. the Chairman {to Mr. H arrison) .— Can you bring proof that this letter was 

opened ?—It was open when I got there.
1043. B y the Hon. D. M elville (to the witness).— Have we got a fair sample of your transactions 

with the public in these cases that we have been inquiring into ?— You have cases where I  have received 
the money in return, but there are dozens of cases where I have never received anything.

1044. Are the cases that we have heard a fair sample of your transactions with the public ; if so, 
we need not call any more cases ; if they are not, we must call some more— do you regard these cases, if 
we build on them, as fair samples of your transactions, that is, your charges and the interest you charge ? 
— That is what I  charged some time ago.

1045. Are these cases a fair average sample of your transactions— £5 to £ l  ?— Yes, but we do not
get it.

1046. W ill the dozen cases we have not heard of be of the same class as those we have heard ?—  
You will always find people who are dissatisfied.

1047. It is admitted that you charge £5  to £1 ?— But T do not get it. I only get £1 for £1.
1048. You admit they agree to pay £5  for £1 ?— Yes.
1049. In further investigation, shall we find any case where you charge in the ratio of £6, or £7 to 

£1 ?— No.
1050. You said at the beginning, that in the matter of interest it was a mere formal affair; you wish

us to believe that you are only charging 10 per cent., though in every case it is shown you charge 30 per
cent.?—N ot in every case. In some of the cases where we expect the relations at home w ill settle, we put 
that 30 per cent, in as a lever— we never charge that.

1051. Do you mean to say that if an estate would have paid 30 per cent, you would not have
charged it ?— No, I would n o t; as it was it paid more.

1052. W hy did you mislead Mr. Thornley in telling him that it was 10 per cent.?------
1053. Mr. Thornleyrs question was—■

91. You have charged interest at 10 per cent. ?—No, I have not.
92. B y the Hon. the Chairman,—Here is a statement that the interest charged, 10 per cent., amounted to £32 

12s. 6d. That is the statement that Mashiter made?—That is not correct. It is provided for, but we never charge
the 10 per cent.  ̂  ̂ .. .

93 . B y the Hon. N. Thornley.—As a matter of fact, do you say that in your dealings, notwithstanding that your 
bond allows you 10 per cent, on every occasion, you never charge it ?—On most occasions we allow the interest to go.

94 . You told the Committee that you never charged it. Are you in the habit of foregoing that interest . — 1 am.
95 . Do you ever charge it ?—I might have charged it once or twice in particular cases—

was that true ?— Yes, but I meant to say I never get it. It was 10 per cent, in that particular case. ^
1054. I  want this inconsistency in the evidence cleared up— are you in the habit of explaining to

your constituents that tbis is “ a mere matter of form” ?—No, we do not call it a mere matter of form 
they are willing to give it. We never say anything as to a matter of form, because this is all read ovei to
them, and explained to them, and witnessed.

1055. Now you tell us it is a matter of form ?— It is not a matter of form, but I always waive it.
I  put it in as a lever at home. -• . . . . . . .

1056. What do you mean by a “ lever” ?— When they see the money running with nigh interest
they generally pay off the money. Mr. Thornley only asked about that one case.



1057. Have we a fair sample now ?—In the last case I only charged £ l  for £1
1058. Then you charge 10 per cent, interest, and the 30 p^r cent” that we find' in addition to this 

£ 5  to £1 you wish the Committee to understand is only a lever ?— Yes, the 30 per cent. I never in one 
instance got it with the £5 and £ 4  to £ 1 .

1059. How is it that in every case it comes into the account ?— It comes in, but allowance is made • 
it is taken off afterwards.

1060. After you have so handicapped a man that he cannot pay—is that what you mean ? No.
1061. You see how these bills are made up ?— We never charge that item.
1062. What do you mean by that ?— We never get the amount.
1063. Do you mean, when you charged that man 30 per cent, you meant him to understand you 

never charged that ?— No, only to use it as a lever to get the people to settle more quickly.
1064. These persons come and say you have charged that. You say (Question 96) “ In some

cases I have, but we invariably forego it ” ?— That is correct.
1065. (Question 9 9 ) ^ “ It is your practice to have it in the bond, and never take it?— I do not say 

‘ never,’ but in a good many instances we never charge it,”— now your evidence goes that your charges 
run from 10 to 30 per cent.— do you tell us that they do not run to 40 per cent.?—No, not higher than 30 
per cent. That was three or four years ago ; we do not charge more than 10 per cent. now.

1066. “ What interest did you charge in that case ?— We generally fix 10 per cent, but the interest 
is more. We agree with the borrower ; sometimes it is more than that, perhaps 15 or 20 per cent. If the 
trustees get those notices and the power of attorney, they see that it is running on with 10 per cent. I f  
they take an interest in the property the trustees or the relations generally pay it off sooner, because it is
running with this interest ; it is done more as a lever, We very seldom charge the 10 per cent.”—
(Question 141). N ow  we find you charge 30 per cent.?— I call it a charge, but I never take it.

1067. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat is the good of calling it a lever ; it seems a piece of
absurdity. It is evidently to try to make those people at home believe there is 30 per cent, interest going
on, and the sooner they settle the better ?—Exactly.

1068. B y the Hon. D. M elville .— W'hat is the maximum interest that you have charged the last five 
years, in addition to the £5  to £ l  ?— I do not want you to think I charge £5  to £]. and get 30 per cent, 
as well.

• 1069. I  ask what you charge ?— That is it.
1070. Do not mislead us again as you did about the 10 per cent.?— I never did so. I  have never

misled you.
1071. M r. B ryan t submitted that the witness had not said that 10 per cent, was his highest charge. 

The questions referred to by Mr. M elville were as to the Mashiter case. He objected to the .question 
stating that Mr. Henry had attempted to mislead the Committee.

1072. The Hon. the Chairman ruled that the question was a fair one.
1073. B y the Hon. D. M elville (j.o the w itness).— What has been, within the last five years, the 

maximum rate of interest that you have charged on any of your transactions, separate and apart from the 
bonus. W ill we find in any of your books interest charged higher than 30 per cent. ?— That is the 
maximum I have charged years ago, but latterly never more than 10 per cent.

1074. Then we may rest certain that we have your maximum charges ?—Yes.
1075. If we examine no more witnesses and accept this as a fair average, are you willing to accept 

that ?— Yes.
1076. Then if the other cases that have been sent to us to prove the charge of usury are not gone 

into, it will shorten the inquiry ; if you understand clearly what you are saying, that you admit we have 
got a fair sample ?—Yes.

1077. And you will be content if  we do not examine those people ?— Yes.
1078. Mr. B ryan t said he was conducting the case for Mr. Henry, and thought it an unfair question

to put to him. The inquiry was as to whether a certain state of affairs existed. Mr. Henry was not
charged, so a question of that kind should not be put to him. Speaking for Mr. Henry, he was content to 
accept any evidence the Committee chose to accept, because it was plain that certain persons had made 
complaints whom the Committee had not called— the Committee were limiting the inquiry to David 
Henry.

The witness withdrew.

A djourned to W ednesday next, at Three o’clock.

W E D N E S D A Y , 2 7 t h  N O V E M B E R , 1 8 9 5 .

Members presen t:
The Hon. D. E. M cB r y d e , in the Chair;

The Hon. J . Bell The Hon. E. Miller
D. M elville A. O. Sachse.

1079. Mr. B ryan t stated that he desired to make an application on behalf of Mr. W hyte, against 
whom charges were made at the last sitting of the Committee of forming a conspiracy with Mr. Henry to 
defraud Mr. Harrison of certain money. Mr. W hyte now desired an opportunity of refuting the charges. 
He was prepared to make a statement and to show there was no foundation of truth in those charges, or it 
the Committee expressed their satisfaction that there was nothing in the allegation, that would meet 
Mr. W hyte’s views without troubling the Committee further.

1080. The Hon. the Chairman.— Referring to the statement you have made drawing the attention of 
the Committee to what was said at the last meeting, I  may say that the Committee do not for one moment 
charge Mr. W hyte with being guilty of anything dishonorable; so I do not think, as far as the Committee 
are concerned, that it is necessary for Mr. W hyte to make any statement.

1081. M r. B ryan t.— So far from Mr. W hyte doing anything to conspire Avith Henry, he did not 
know him till to-day, nor had he seen Mr. Barrow before.
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George Allen examined.
1082. B y Mr. B ryan t.— What are you ?— Clerk to Messrs. Hughes and Permezel, of Melbourne, 

agents for Mr. Whyte.
1083. And you were so at the time the deed of release for Mr. Harrison was executed ?—I was.
1084. Before the deed of release was engrossed I  believe that Mr. Barrow forwarded to Messrs. 

Hughes and Permezel this draft deed ?— That is so.
1085. And that was perused by you on behalf of Harrison ?—Yes.
1086. And the alterations on that are made by you ?— Yes.
1087. As drafted and altered this deed was then prepared ?— It was.
1088. And you, in Harrison’s presence, and in Mr. Barrow’s office, witnessed the execution of 

that deed ?—I did, in Mr. Barrow’s office. On that occasion I went with Harrison.
1089. Harrison has said that, when he signed that, he was not familiar with the contents of the deed, 

and that it was not explained or read to him ?— That is untrue. Before we went to Mr. Barrow’s office I  
was present with Mr. Whyte at our office, in William-street, when Mr. Whyte explained the whole of the 
dociitnent to him, and he thoroughly understood that this was to be the final settlement of everything ; 
that when the deed was executed he had no further claim on Henry. I am quite positive of that.

1090. That was before you went to Henry’s office ?—Yes.
109L When you went down to Mr. Barrow’s office what took place?—I do not remember exactly 

what took place, but the deed was signed then in my presence, and Mr. Barrow’s presence, and Mr. 
Harrison then wrote the letter to his mother, which Mr. Barrow suggested, stating that he had no further 
claim on Henry, and asking her to assist Henry in getting certain money out of the Chancery Court. Fifty 
pounds of that money was to be paid by Henry to Harrison when he got the money.

1092. That was afterwards paid?—Yes. Harrison wrote that letter himself.
1093. Is there any truth in the suggestion that Harrison did not understand what he was signing ? 

—None whatever.
1094. There is no suggestion of truth in the statement that Whyte, or any one else, was in

league with Henry to conspire to defraud Harrison ?— I do not think so.
1095. B y the Hon. D  M elville.—Do you know the nature of the deed?—Yes.
1096. Do you say it was read over to Harrison?—Not every word ; Mr. W hyte explained it.
1097. What explanation did Mr. W hyte give?—Mr. Whyte told him when he was signing this 

deed that he was signing everything he had over to Henry—that this was a final settlement.
1098. On what terms ?— That he Was to get £125 now, and £50 when certain money was got 

out of the court at home. About £260 was in the court at home, and Henry was to pay £125 down, 
and this other £50 was to be paid as soon as the money was got out of the court at home.

1099. Is that the usual practice?—We do not, as a rule, read word for word with deeds—we 
explain the effect.

1100. If the man said it was not read over to him he was stating the truth ?—I would not swear 
that the whole of the deed was read over to him.

1101. The deed was not read over to the man ?— Not the whole of it.
1102. Was a part of it, or any part of it read ?—No, Mr. Whyte explained it to him.
1103. Do you now tell us that the man has stated the truth to us when he says the deed was not

read over to him?—Yes, I  will not contradict him.
1104. Is not this rather an extraordinary deed ?— I do not think so.

, 1105. Are you accustomed to deeds in this shape?—Yes, I  have had other cases.
1106. Of Mr. Henry’s ?— One case.
1107. Of the same nature ?— No, not of the same nature as this.
1108. What do you think of this ?— In what way ?
1109. Are the terms and conditions of that instrument extortionate—are they of the nature of 

usury ?— Of course, I  may say that in my opinion the charges are heavy as rates of interest. I  do not see 
anything extraordinary about the deed itself.

1110. The terms and conditions on which the parties are to work ?—I do not quite follow you.
1111. You understand the deed ?— Yes.
1112. Does not it occur to you that it is an extraordinary document ?—I  do not know. Mr. Harrison 

had assigned, prior to going to Mr. Whyte, all his interest in those different properties, and he was getting 
something now which, under the prior document, he was not entitled to.

1113. How are the legal gentlemen to be paid ?— There is no provision in this deed about that. The 
document is a release by Harrison in favour of Henry of all claim he may have against him, and a confir
mation of the previous deed which he had already executed.

1114. Is everything specified there that he is doing ?— Yes. The operative part of the release is—  
“ I  do hereby release, exonerate, and for ever discharge the said David Henry from the said action, 
No. 1444, and from all other actions and suits in respect of my transactions with him, and from all claims 
and demands whatsoever in respect thereof, and do hereby covenant with the said David Henry that I  will
assist him in every manner to obtain payment out of court of the said sum of £267 5s. 2d.”

1115. You accomplished the purpose of settling with Henry under that ?—I was merely acting as 
Mr. Whyte’s agent in the matter— we obeyed his instructions.

1116. You did not know the terms on which Mr. Whyte was working ?— There was some arrange
ment he made ; I  do not know exactly what it was.

1117. You did not know that he was to get half the money ?—I understood he was to get half 
the money, I  think.

1118. Do you wish the Committee to understand that this man really knew all this by that expla
nation ?— Certainly. I  think I  will be borne out by a letter which Mr. Barrow could produce, which 
Harrison wrote to his mother at the time this deed was executed, which showed distinctly what he was
doing. #

1119. But that was done also at the dictation of Mr. Barrow ?— Harrison wrote it so as to facilitate 
this money being taken out of court.

1120. B y the Hon. J . Bell.— D id  h e  w r ite  th e  le tte r  h im se lf  ?— Y e s .

7420. D



1121. M r. B ry a n t [read ing].— '“ W alker-street north, B allarat, Ju ly  1 3 ,’91. My dear M other,—I  
now w rite you these few lines to le t you know th a t everything is settled  between D avid I len ry  and myself, 
and th a t I  consent to his obtaining the money out of court as soon as possible, as the sooner he receives 
the money I  w ill be able to receive the money w hich is coming to me. Your affect, son, (Signed) Edward 
S. H arrison.”

1122. B y  the H o n . D . M elville  (to the witness) .— Who dictated th a t le tte r?— M r. Barrow  suggested 
H arrison should send i t ; you see it is four years ago. I  cannot remember distinctly.

The witness withdrew.

Jo h n  Green recalled and fu rther examined.
1123. The witness.— I  desire to ask th a t the case w ith  the Colonial M utual Insurance Company 

may be re-opened, as I  have additional evidence. W hen M r. P a rk  gave his evidence I  did not hear it 
distinctly, and I  read the report of it  w ith  great astonishm ent in the papers the nex t morning.

1124. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— You will require to be very brief ?— I  cannot do it in the absence 
of M r. Park.

1125. B y  the Hon. J . B e ll.— Cannot you pu t it in w riting?— I  did so.
1126. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— T h at would be the best way ; i f  you pu t it  in writing and 

send it in we will take it into consideration ?— I  have documents to prove tha t the evidence given by Mr. 
P a rk  was certainly a long w ay from the tru th .

1127. I f  you put it in w riting, I  will see th a t it is brought before the Committee and considered?— 
T he letter I  have already sent in is sufficient, if you will consider that.

The witness withdrew .

Jam es H aldon fu rther examined.

1128. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— Y our exam ination was stopped the other day for the purpose of 
calling M r. L loyd—is he here now ?— Yes.

1129. W hat have you to say fu rther ?— The las t time where I  left off was about signing the bills.
I  got £1 on the strength of my letter, then  I  got £20.

1130. I  see th a t you were asked w hat induced you to go to M r. Lloyd, and you said when you knew 
your liabilities were over £500 you though t th a t he m ight be able to take some action against Mr. Henry ? 
— Yes, th a t is quite correct.

1131. Go on from there ?— M r. Lloyd did take action. H e w rote home to his solicitors, in Glasgow, 
and got a reply, stating  th a t the deeds H enry had got were so complicated th a t it was necessary to 
take an action, and I  borrowed a small sum of money from M r. Lloyd, and steps were taken a t home, and 
the Scotch law being different from the E nglish , the  deeds were upset to a certain extent, but Mr. Lloyd 
can explain th a t part of the transaction better than  I  can. W hat prevented M r. L loyd from taking any 
fu rther action in the case was, I  had gone back to H enry  again and signed some more papers.

1132. T h at is after you put your case in L loyd’s hands ?— Yes.
1133. W ere you justified in going back after pu tting  the case in Lloyd’s hands ?— No, I  should not 

have done it, bu t I  got a letter from H enry asking me to come and see him.
1134. Did you have any m onetary transactions w ith  H enry after you put your case in L loyd’s 

hands ?— No, th a t was after I  was settled w ith  H enry. I  got £60 from H enry  and I  w anted some more 
because I  knew  m y property was w orth a great deal more than  tha t, and he would not lend me any more.

1135. H ave you any fu rther statem ent to m ake ?— I  w ent to M r. W righ t, private inquiry agent, 
Q ueen-street, and told him I  w anted to borrow some money on my property, and I  told him I  had already 
borrowed £60  from H enry. H e said be would advance me something, and he got a copy of an indenture 
from H enry, and advanced me £ 2 5  paid by cheque, and a good m any m onths after he advanced me £10, 
also paid by cheque. F o r the £25, I  signed a promissory note for £ 7 5 .

1136. B y  the Hon. J . B e ll .— H ow m uch did you give for the £10  ?— I t  runs in my head that I  
gave him a promissory note for £105 for the £10.

1137. The Hon. the Chairman.— Do not m ake any statem ent you are unable to substantiate.
1138. B y  the Hon. J . B e ll.— A lthough you are not on oath, the Committee have the power to punish 

you if  you tell lies ; you must be careful not to m ake wild statem ents affecting anyone else?— I  may be 
wrong there, bu t as far as I  remember, I  was signing som ething like tha t. I  am quite sure about the £75 
for the £25. T h a t was all the transaction I  had w ith  M r. W right a t th a t time.

1139. B y  the Hon, D. M elville.— You did sign som ething for the £10  anyw ay ?— Yes.
1140. You are not quite sure of the  am ount?— N o.
1141. Who is W rig h t— is he a money-lender ?— Yes, and a p rivate  detective.
1142. Does he advertise ?— Yes, as a money-lender, and as to divorce cases and things of th a t sort.
1143. H ow  did you come to know him ?— I  knew  him by having gone to him before when I  was 

out a t the races. H e has some business to do a t the race meetings.

Cross-exam ined by M r. B rya n t.
1144. You say you w ent to Lloyd ; was th a t after you had given H enry a deed of release on the 

28th of A ugust ?— I  cannot recollect tha t.
1145. A s a m atter of fact, you have got various sums from H enry  ; you say £60, and as you said 

the other day, the trustee in your estate got £108 3s. 4d., m aking a to ta l expenditure of £244 3s., and he 
got £333 13s. 6d., showing a profit of £89 9s. 8d. Is  th a t your signature [shoiving a deed o f  release ]?— 
Yes.

1146. I  suppose you understood w hat you were do ing?— No, I  did not understand the document.
1147. T his schedule to the deed shows precisely the sum you owed H enry and the sum he had 

received. Y our to ta l indebtedness being £338 16s. 6d., w ithout calculating any interest a t all, and th a t he



received on your account, through his London agent, £333 13s. 6d., showing a debit balance against you 
of £5  3s. You signed this document in the presence of Mr. Barrow, the solicitor ?—I  do not remember 
signing it in his presence.

1148. Do you wish to suggest to the Committee that this was signed by Mr. Barrow not in your 
presence. H e states tha t it was signed, sealed, and delivered in your presence ?—I t  might have been ; I  
will not swear it was not—I  do not remember.

1149. W hat is your belief about the m atter—that it was signed by you in his presence ?—No.
1150. Then your belief is it was not signed by you in his presence?—Yes.
1151. W as anyone present when you signed it ?—Mr. Henry, I  believe—it was signed in Henry’s

office.
1152. Before you signed tha t document did you understand what you were doing?—I  knew it was 

a document, but I  did not understand the meaning of it.
1153. W hat did you think you were doing when you signed it? —I  knew I  was signing some 

document.
1154. To w hat effect ?— [iVo answer.]
1155. You had better be careful how you answ er; did you know what you intended when you went

to the office ?— W hat office ?
1156. To Mr. Barrow’s office ?—I  was not in Mr. Barrow’s office.
1157. W hy did you go to any office at all ?—Because Mr. Henry asked me to c a l l ; he put some 

documents before me to sign, and said it was a matter of form.
1158. Are you in the habit of signing documents w ithout knowing or asking their meaning ?—I  have 

done so through Henry.
1159. A lthough you were having transactions w ith Henry, and distrusted him, yet you signed 

anything he chose to put before you—do you wish the Committee to believe th a t? —Yes, I  did not under
stand it.

1160. Were you going to suggest tha t you were under the influence of drink at the time ?—Yes, I  
will suggest that.

1161. Have you had any communication w ith Henry of any sort or kind that you were to get quit
tance from him, or he from you, before you signed tha t deed ?—No.

1162. None whatever ?— No.
1163. You signed this deed, a t any rate, which is a deed of release of all claims—you are aware of 

that ?—I  was not aware I  had done so.
1164. You are aware now that it is a deed of release ?—Yes.
1165. Do you suggest for amoment that Mr. Barrow did not explain to you what you were doing ?— 

No, he did not. The document was never read over to me or explained to me.
1166. No explanation of any sort or kind was given to you as to the effect or meaning of w hat you 

were doing ?— No.
1167. Then we assume that you went to Henry’s office ; Henry was there and no one else ; this 

deed was put before you, and without a word of explanation, or any statement, you signed it, and 
Henry signed it—is that what you wish the Committee to swallow ?—I  wish the Committee to under
stand I  did not understand the document.

1168. Is  that the document that was gone through \_showing the same] ?— Yes.
1169. You said nothing, and no one present said anything ; that document was simply put in front

of you, and you signed it—is that your story ?—I  was told it was a matter of form.
1170. W as it after you signed that document tha t you went to Mr. Lloyd ?—No, it was before.
1171. How long before?—I  cannot tell exactly ; say six months.
1172. You went to him to borrow money ?—No, I  did not.
1173. You did borrow money when you got there ?— I  got a small sum of money from him—about

£10.
1174. W hat did you agree to pay him for it ?—I  do not remember what I  agreed to pay him.
1175. Did you sign any promissory notes or documents of any kind?—Yes, one was the assignment 

of my interest.
1176. The interest you had already assigned to Henry ?— No.
1177. W hat of, then ?— Yes, I  suppose it was an assignment of the same interest I  had assigned to

Henry.
1178. Did you tell Mr. Lloyd you had already assigned it to H enry?—I  told him I  had borrowed a 

sum of money from Henry.
1179. Did he ask you w hat security you had given to Henry ?—Yes.
1180. And you told him you had assigned the interest to him ?—No, I  did not, because I  did not 

know w hat I  had done.
1181. Was th a t honest ?— Yes, perfectly. I  was not aware I  had assigned my interest over to

Henry.
1182. W here are the documents you gave to Lloyd—have you got them ?—No, I  do not know where 

they are. '
1183. Have you paid Lloyd off?—Yes, Lloyd has been paid.
1184. Did you pay him ?—No.
1185. Who did ?—I  suppose H enry did.
1186. As a m atter of fact, after you went into Lloyd’s hands Henry paid a sum of money on your

account, is that it ?—No. _
1187. Then why do you say you suppose Henry paid L loyd?— Henry himself told me he paid

Lloyd £20.
1188. W as that on your account ?—I  cannot say; I  never asked.
1189. W hat claim had Lloyd on Henry, unless Lloyd was acting as your agent ?—On behalf of his

expenses. . .
1190. W hat expenses ; he is not a lawyer ?—His expenses in taking the action at nome against



1192. In  his own name or yours ?— Lloyd’s solicitors at home took it on my account.
1193. Then you instructed  Lloyd, as your agent, to instruct people at home to take proceedings 

against H enry  ?— Yes, because H enry  had defrauded me.
1194. A nd H enry paid Lloyd £20  for the expenses he was pu t to ?—I  suppose th a t is it.
1195. W as £10 the  only sum you borrowed from L loyd?—A nd a few shillings— some small moneys 

after that.
1196. H ow  m uch altogether did you borrow from  him ?— Say £12, altogether.
1197. H ow  m uch did you agree to pay Lloyd for th a t ?— I  do not recollect.
1198. Can you find ou t?— No*
1199. W as it  £25, or more ?— I t  was £25.
1200. W hy did you not say so at first ?•—I  could not recollect a t first.
1201. A re you sure of i t  now ?— Yes.

[T h e  learned counsel asked th a t the w itness should w rite  the word “ T h ie f .”— The witness did so].
1202. D id you ever see th a t before [showing an envelope addressed to M r. H enry\ ?— No* I  heVer 

did in  my life.
1203. D id you ever see th a t before [showing a threatening letter w ith sketch] ?— N ever in my life ; 

does H enry mean to insinuate I  sent th a t ?
1204. Do you say th a t you did not send it, and no one else on your behalf ?— I  w ill swear on my 

dying oath th a t was never sent by me, some one else has done it  to blacken me.
1205. M r. Bryant.— T h at is the class of th ing Mr. H enry  has been receiving since th is Committee Sat.
1206. B y  M r. B ry a n t (to the witness) .— Y ou w ent insolvent oh the 8 th  of November, 1893, after 

you gave this release to Henry ?— Y es, I  had to do so.
1207. A nd this M r. W right, from whom you had borrowed money, w as yotir trustee  ?—H e appointed 

him self trustee.
1208. T his gentlem an from whom you borrowed £25  and agreed to pay £75, and another sum of 

£10  and agreed to pay something for tha t, was appointed your trustee ?— I  was not aware of th a t fact.
1209. W hen did you first discover it ?— W hen it was too late.
1210. You do not suggest th a t H enry appointed him ?— I  would not hesitate in saying so.
1211. Do you know, as a m atter of fact, th a t immediately after he was appointed lie w ent to Henry 

to get money from him, and th a t H enry  paid him £108 3s. 4d. ?— Y es, everything being arranged at 
home, H enry  was to pay something.

1212. W hen W right was appointed trustee, he took proceedings against I-Iehry to make him pay 
money'—is not th a t so ?— Yes.

1213. A nd H enry, for peace’ sake* paid £108  3s. 4d. ?— N o t for peace’ sake, btit for non-exposure’s 
sake. I  do not know  the amount he paid.

1214. Do you know, as a m atter of fact, w hat became of the £108 3s. 4d.— Whether W right put it 
in his pocket or paid it  to the  creditors ?— I  do not know ; I  never saw any of it.

1215. A nd a t th a t tim e you owed W righ t a t least £105— for the £10  you paid £3  for £1, th a t is, 
£75 and £30, m aking tip £105  ?— Yes.

1216. T hen at th a t tim e you owed W righ t £ l0 5  ?— Yes.
1217. Do you know W rig h t’s signature ?— Yes.
1218. Is  th a t his signature— [showing deed o f  release between H enry  and  W right, the trustee o f  

JELaldon’s esta teft'—Yes.
1219. T h is indenture states th a t— “ In  pursuance of the  said agreem ent and in consideration of the 

sum of £108 3s. 4d., paid by the said D avid H enry  to the  said E lias Jam es W righ t on the execution 
hereof (the  receipt w hereof he, the said E lias Jam es W right, doth acknowledge* and therefrom  doth 
release the said David H enry, his executors, adm inistrators, estates* and effects). H e, the said E lias 
Jam es W right, as such trustee as aforesaid, doth hereby remise, release* exonerate, discharge, and for 
ever quit claim unto the said D avid H enry, his executors, adm inistrators, estates, and effects of and from 
the said sum of £333 13s. 6d.”— th a t is the money H enry had received a t home. I t  is an absolute 
release. Then, after that, you w rote th reaten ing  letters to H enry  ?—■Yes, and I  w ill w rite more to him.

1220. T hen  Mr. Barrow, as H enry ’s solicitor, had to  w rite and w arn you th a t i f  yoti continued to 
w rite in th a t way proceedings would be taken  ?— Yes.

1221. A nd then he wrote to the  Crown Solicitor in the same w ay ?— Yes, he told him I  was 
trying to blackm ail H enry, w hich was a lie.

1222. B y  the H on. the Chairm an .—D id you receive any instructions from H ehry to have your 
letters addressed to his office ?— Yes.

1223. Did you sign any docum ent to th a t effect ?— Yes.
1224. On whose suggestion ?-—H enry 's .
1225. D id he give any explanation w hy the le tte rs should be addressed to his office?—-No.
1226. B y  the Hon. J . B e l l .— W ere they  alw ays opened in your presence ?—*Yes. H e always cut 

the stam p and the date off before he gave me the  letter.
1227. A re you sure of th a t ?— I  will swear it. T he  E dinburgh  stam p and the date he cut off. 

H e opened the envelope and handed me the le tte r and k ep t the  envelope and cut off the stamp.

T he witness withdrew.

Thom as W illiam s L loyd examined.
1228. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an .— W h at is your occupation ?— Financier and inquiry agent.
1229. H ave you had business transactions w ith  M r. Ila ldon  ?— Yes.
1230. W ill you, as briefly as you can, tell the Committee w hat the  transactions were ? I  cannot

fix the date M r. H aldon came to my office and told me th a t he had borrowed from H enry, and he
wished to borrow further. I  asked him w hat documents he had signed. H e said he did not know. 1
said, if he had signed anyth ing  to H enry, I  did not feel very  much inclined to advance to him, be
cause it  was a hundred chances to one he had signed an  assignm ent; H e was then  in poverty, 
said I  would advance him a few pounds, and w rite  home to m y solicitors in E dinburgh  and see w hat he a 
done. In  the  m eantime I  would take  an assignm ent for £25, w hich would cover the notarial fed here, an



expenses, and the expenses of my solicitors at home. I  considered th a t would run into £15, and I  would 
charge him 15 per cent. T h a t is the percentage I  charge in all my transactions, and he was’ agreeable to 
tha t. I  sen t home the documents, and the le tter I  got from my solicitors was to the effect th a t Haldon had 
m ortgaged his interest, and given a deed to Mr. W right confirming his dealings w ith Mr. H enry. I  said 
to Haldon, under those circum stances, th a t my solicitor thought he had a hopeless case, and I  cohid not 
advance him any more money, beyond w hat I  had advanced him as charity, not as a loan. Some time after 
tha t, H enry came to me and paid me £20  to release my document. T h a t is about the whole transaction I  
had w ith  Haldon, although I  saw by the papers he stated th a t I  had advised him to go insolvent. T h a t is 
not conect , I  had not seen him for eight or nine months prior to his insolvency, and therefore knew nothing 
about it.

1231. B y  the Son . J , B ell. You said to Haldon, if  he had had any advances from H enry you would 
ra ther not advance ?— I  would not.

1232. Because H enry would insist on getting  an assignment, is th a t his usual practice ?— T h at is 
usual where it is necessary. I  know w hat I  do m yself ; I  do not deal w ith money-lenders. In  a 
reversionary in terest you have to charge a fair interest, because on many of them  you lose. As an 
investm ent I  have done it through many of the legal profession for 15 per cent., and th ink  myself very 
well paid. I f  it were a large amount, £400 or £500, I would expect £20  bonus. I  take good risks on 
it. I  have done several this week for £10  and £2 0  bonus, and 15 per cent.

1233. W hat security did you get from H aldon ?— I  did it w ith  him partly  as a charitable loan. I t  
was a risk, and if it was paid I  would get the 15 per cent, and £15 to pay my expenses. I  may tell you I  
was out of pocket by it,

1234. B y  the Hon. D. M elv ille .— Suppose a man comes to you for £50  on a simple assignment, 
w hat bonus do you charge ?;—I  would lend him £5 0  a t 15 per cent., and if he gave me a bonus and paid 
the fees out o f pocket, £10 , I  would be satisfied.

1235. W h at would it be on £100 ?— £20  on £100, and 15 per cent.
1236. Do you charge in terest on the amount of the bonus ?— Yes, till I  am paid.
1237. Is  there any common tariff among you money-lenders ?— I  do not know any thing about others. 

I  have nothing to do with them. T h a t is my arrangem ent. I  know that some money-lenders are willing 
to take w hat they can get.

1238. Y ou do not regard yourself as a usurer or extortioner ?— N o ; I  have made a fair living at 
15 per cent., and am satisfied to go on.

1239. W hat is the  ex ten t o f your business for a year?—-I would have to go into figures as to the 
gross business ; it  was nothing w hen I  first started the first few years. I  go through many thousands of
pounds. I  have been away nine m onths, and since I  came back, a week last Thursday, it has been over
£1,000. F ifteen  per cent, is, I  th ink, a very fair interest for any money-lender to get w ith a small bonus 
to cover loss.

1240. H ave you ever had any complaints ?— No. My clients have come back a second, th ird, and 
fourth time.

1241. Y ou have not been threatened w ith  legal proceedings ?—-No, never.
1242. B y  the H on. A . O. Sachse.— H ave you made m any losses in your business ?— Yes, we make 

losses. I  have lost as m uch as £1,000 on one transaction, and absolute loss, and very heavy costs.
1243. H ow  was th a t? — Sometimes by fraud. A  man bringing letters, and representing that they 

are genuine, and they  go as far sometimes as to actually get those 'letters printed. Sometimes the solicitors 
have not clearly inquired into the title  as to entailed estates or reversions.

1244. Do those losses frequently happen?— No, they are rare, if a man uses proper judgment. I f  I  
were going into a very large transaction, I  should cable home to my solicitors first. The only doubt then 
would be as to identity . M y solicitors would cable th a t there was such an estate, or legacy, or reversion, 
or annuity , and then the only other point would be as to identity. The risk I  run  is not very great in 
th a t case.

1245. T he 15 per cent, on a good turnover, you th ink , is good?—Yes, I  am satisfied w ith it.
1246. Do you generally insist on letters being addressed to your office?— No, if they give a m ortgage 

th a t is quite sufficient. You m ust understand if  I  send the m ortgage home no money would he remitted 
to the man or to me. W here there is a likelihood of a rem ittance on the way, or before the document is 
fixed up a t home, in th a t case I  would request th a t the letters be sent to my care.

1247. B y  the Hon. D. M elville .— Did you investigate the affairs of H aldon as to w hat he had 
assigned ?— Y es; my solicitors said he had assigned his interest away, and th a t there was no margin.

1248. D id you know the term s and conditions?—No, I  said if there was no interest they were not 
to go to much expense, and th a t I  had  advanced £10  and small sums.

1249. Do you th ink  th e  man was aware of w hat he had signed?— T h at I  cannot say.
1250. B y  the H on. A . O. Sachse.— In  w hat way do you secure yourself when a man comes to 

borrow ?— I  should take  a m ortgage ; if I  bought his interest righ t out I  should take an assignment.
1251. Y ou do not take an absolute assignm ent?— No, unless I  buy his in terest the same as I  did 

in  th is  case. I  paid the £ 1 0  and bought the  interest.

The witness w ithdrew,

A djourned to W ednesday next} a t h a lf-fa st Two o’clock.



Members 'presen t;

T he Hon. D. E . M cB ryde, in the C hair;

The Hon. D. M elville | T he Hon. A. O. Sachse.
E dw ard  S. H arrison further examined.

1252. The witness.— In  justice to myself, after w hat took place last week, I  wish to make a further 
explanation w ith  regard to w hat took place between myself and Mr. W hyte. On the last occasion I  was 
not able to fully explain m atters, on account of not having the last account, showing w hether he had paid 
Mr. Parkes or not.

1253. M r. B rya n t  objected th a t on the last occasion when Mr. W hyte was present the Committee 
had informed him th a t they did not th ink  he need make any statem ent, and he (Mr. B ryant) submitted th a t 
this m atter was foreign to the Com m ittee's inquiry.

1254. B y  the Hon. the Chairman (to the witness').—I  understand th a t w hat you w ant to prove is that 
the money said to have been paid to Mr. P arkes has not been paid ?— Yes, it has not been paid, and I  have 
a statem ent of account from M r. W hyte, through M r. Hancock, th a t there is only £25  paid, and he has 
taken £5  10s. costs h im se lf; th a t makes £30  10s. of a verdict of £44 10s. 9d.— \_The witness handed in 
some accounts.]

1255. A re you satisfied th a t this money has not been paid ?—Yes.
1256. You have made inquiries ?— T h at is a statem ent I  got last week, through M r. Hancock, from 

M r. W hyte himself.
1257. W lien did you see M r. Parkes ?— I  have not seen him. I  w rote to my solicitor who appeared 

on th a t occasion.
1258. Y ou are charged in this account of A pril 8th, 1892, w ith Mr. P arkes’verdict, £44  10s. 9d.?—Yes.
1259. Y ou say th a t M r. P arkes has not been paid ?— I  say it is not paid, according to Mr. W hyte’s 

own statem ent.
1260. M r. B rya n t asked permission to state, w ithout being instructed by Mr. W hyte, that he 

(M r. W hyte) informed him th a t Mr. H arrison owed M r. Parkes the money, and M r. Parkes got a judgm ent 
against him. M r. H arrison did not pay, and Mr. P arkes got a fraud order against him w hich committed 
him to prison. Then Mr. W hyte, to save M r. H arrison from going to prison, paid the money to Mr. Parkes.

1261. The witness.— I  have a letter here tha t w ill contradict that. I t  is after the settlem ent with 
Mr. H enry— [ reading the same as follows~\ :—

July 15 th, 1891.
Mr. E. S. Harrison, Walker-street, off Lydiard-street, North Ballarat.

D e a r  S i r ,
I  was yesterday suddenly called away to Queenscliff, and therefore could not send you the draft to reach you, as 

promised, to-day. On receipt of this, call on Messrs. Pearson and Mann, solicitors, to whom I have sent a draft for you. 
I have made the draft for £30. I will pay Messrs. Parkes £20, and when the remaining £50 reaches me I will settle with 
Parkes and send you the balance remaining. Please sign order that will be presented for your signature.

Yours faithfully,
T. N. W hyte.

1262. B y  the Hon. the Chai/rmcm.— W hat was your liability  to M r. P ark es ?— £39 odd ; but Mr. 
P ark es’s verdict was £44  10s. 9d.

1263. T his is a le tte r from M r. W hyte, addressed to M r. Harrison, and it is to the following effect:— 
“ S ir,— Your im pertinent letter received. I  have settled w ith Parkes "  ?— T h a t is after the letter th a t I  
w rote to M r. W hyte, asking w hy, if he had settled w ith  Mr. Parkes, he did not send me the balance.

1264. B y  the Hon. A . O. Sachse.— H ow  do you know th a t is not paid ?— I  know by th a t statement 
of account from M r. W hyte. I  am entitled by his letter to £100 , not £75.

Cross-exam ined by M r. B rya n t.
1265. U nder this settlem ent of H enry ’s you were to get £125 cash, including £25  for costs, and a

further £50  w hen M r. H enry  received certain moneys on your account from the C ourt of Chancery,
England ?— Y es.

1266. A s to this le tte r of M r. W h y te 's  of the 15th Ju ly , 1891, two or three days after th a t date the 
£125 was paid by him ?— Yes.

1267. You are aware th a t the other £50  was not received by M r. H enry from the Court of Chancery, 
nor paid to M r. W hyte, till February , 1892 ?— I t  was paid to M r. W hyte on the 10th M arch, 1892.

1268. A fte r th a t £50  was paid by M r. H enry  to M r. W hyte did you get any further sum from Mr.
W hyte ?— No.

1269. Then, in September, 1892, after you had apparently w ritten  some im pertinent le tter to him, 
Mr. W hyte writes to te ll you he had settled w ith  M r. Parkes ?— Yes.

1270. W here did you get the account attached to these papers ?— From  M r. W hyte, through Mr.
Hancock.

1271. A nd th a t shows th a t M r. P a rk es  was settled w ith. I t  is an account from Mr. W hyte, dated 
26th November, 1895—

A m ount for distribution ... ... ... ... ... £ 7 5  0 0
P aid  H arrison 10s., and £ 3 0 ;  Harrison, p. n., money lent and

interest, £13  ; paid H arrison £1 ... ... ... ... 44 10 0

Balance ... ... ... ... £30  10 0

T his balance was paid to P arkes Bros, (on Plarrison’s instructions) as under :— By cheque, £15 ; by 
cheque, £ 1 0 ; cost p. court proceedings, fraud summons, £ 5  10s. ... £30  10 0.

A s a m atter of fact, when M r. P arkes got an order for paym ent against you you did not pay, and he then
took proceedings on a fraud summons in the court ?— Yes.

1272. A nd threatened to im prison you for non-paym ent ?— No.



1273. A n order for imprisonment was made against you unless you paid in a certain time ?—I  had 
to pay 10s. a week.

1274. Otherwise you had to go to prison ?-—No, it was not stated.
1275. A fter the fraud order is made against you, Mr. W hyte tells you that Mr. Parlces had been 

settled with on your account, and it Avas at a later date tha t tha t account Avas served to you ?— T hat he had 
paid M r. Parkes £44 10s. 9d.

1276. M r. Parkes has never made any claim against you since ?— No.

The witness withdrew.

H enry G-ore Stevenson examined.
1277. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat are you ?— A n accountant.
1278. Since this inquiry started have you had any communications from Mr. Henry or any one con

nected w ith him ?— Yes. I  had a communication from his attorney, Mr. Barrow, requesting me to produce 
documents before the Committee here.

1279. W hen was th a t ?— I  should say it Avas about three weeks ago.
1280. W hat did you understand from that document ?—
1281. M r. B rya n t  stated that it  was on his direction the letter in question was written, in order 

that w hen the witness appeared before the Committee the necessary papers m ight be forthcoming without 
delay.
[T h e  letter was read as follows] :—

Melbourne, November 16th, 1895.
D e a r  S i r ,

I understand you have made a complaint against Mr. David Henry to the Select Committee on Money-Lenders, 
and that you are to be called before such Committee on Thursday next. I hereby give you notice to have with you and 
produce to the Committee all letters written by Mr. Henry to you, as well as all papers in your possession relating to your 
transactions with him.

Tours truly,
C. J. B a r r o a v ,  solicitor for Mr. Henry.

1282. B y  the Hon. the Chai/rman.— Y ou w ant to make a statem ent to the Committee— you have 
had some business transactions w ith Mr. H enry ?—Yes. In  the early part of June, 1885, I  applied to 
Mr. H enry for a loan of £50, offering him as security a reversionary interest I  held in a certain estate. 
Subsequently I  had one or two interviews Avith him as to the m atter, and he ultimately advanced me about 
£25, taking bills for £150— or rather two bills for £150 each. On the bill of exchange it says— “ Drawn 
on the trustees of the estate and another was an acceptance payable on demand, also signed by myself, 
for another £150. T he reason I  mention these two bills is, th a t I  have been advised th a t had they fallen 
into the hands of a th ird  party  it was quite possible for me to be sued on both bills by th a t third party. 
In  addition to these he also took a m ortgage on the aforesaid security for £150 and in terest— that is to 
say, it was as if he had. lent me £150. I  believe the amount of interest was not stated ; th a t was left to 
the discretion of M r. H enry.

1283. B y  the Hon. A . O. Sachse.—T h at was for the sum of £25 ?—Yes, or about that.
1284. W as th a t security for moneys th a t m ight be advanced in the future ?— No, th a t completed 

the whole.
1285. B y  M r. B ryan t.— Do you say the interest was never named between you and Mr. H enry ?— 

I  have no recollection of it. A  few days after the completion of this transaction, speaking to a friend of 
mine on the m atter, he advised me to go and see a certain firm of solicitors in the city and represent the 
matter to them, which I  did, and they agreed w ithout any demur to advance me £100 on the same security 
at the rate of 10 per cent, per annum, without any other charges, provided I  could get a clear release from 
Mr. H enry. I  then communicated w ith H enry on the m atter, and asked him if he would give me a clear 
release for £60. H e replied th a t he would do so, and on the 25th June, 1885, I  waited on H enry a t his 
office, accompanied by the accountant of M essrs. Crisp, Lewis, and H edderwick, and paid him £6 0  ; 
receiving in return the mortgage, the bills, and the declaration. I  produce these bills— \handing in the 
same~\— and he also gave me a clear release. The chief point in this case is, that the security I  gave for 
this paltry  advance of about £25  M essrs. Crisp, Lewis, and Hedderwick considered ample for an advance 
of £100 at 10 per cent., and th a t a t a time when the rate of interest was higher than it  is to-day.

1286. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Do I  understand th a t you only got a loan of £25 ?— The money 
actually advanced was about £25.

1287. W hat length of time had you this money ?— You will notice that these bills are dated the 9th 
of June— \handing in  the same~\— and on the 25th of June  of the same year I  waited on H enry and paid him 
£60—th at was a period of sixteen days. These are the two bills I  allude to in my statem ent— one a bill 
of exchange and the other an acceptance accepted by myself.

1288. I t  was very foolish of you to do th a t ?— A t th a t time I  was rather ignorant, or certainly I  
should never have had any business transactions Avith Mr. H enry. I  really had the loan of this £25 for 
about sixteen days, for w hich I  returned £60, being interest at the rate of more than 2,000 per cent, 
per annum.

1289. For sixteen days you paid £60 for a clearance ?—T hat is to the best of my knowledge and 
belief. Certainly Mr. H enry agreed to let me out of the original agreement on my own terms, but I  think 
there is very little  credit due to him on th a t score.

1290. T he original agreem ent was £150 ?— Yes.
1291. B y  the Hon. A . O. Sachse.— H e took a mortgage for th a t—have you th a t mortgage ?—I  can 

get it if you desire it.
1292. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W here are you employed now ?—I  postponed my departure into 

the Riverina so th a t I  m ight attend here.
1293. W here were you employed at the time of the transactions w ith Mr. Henry ?—I  was in the Bank 

of New  South Wales. I  m ight say th a t I  had some other transactions of a minor character w ith Mr. H enry, 
but owing to the great period tha t has elapsed it is impossible for me to supply the necessary details.

1294. A s far as I  understand the case, you borrowed from Mr. Henry £25 ?—Yes.
1295. A nd you went voluntarily, after consulting your solicitors, to M r. H enry, and suggested to 

pay him for a release £60  ?—Exactly.



. , ‘ Y °U dl<*,th a t ,the suS8'estion of your solicitors ?— On the advice of a friend. I t  was agreed
th a t Mr. H enry would not le t me out if I  offered only twice as much as the £25  to get out of the 
business.

1297. B y  the H on. A . 0 . Sachse. W hen you signed th a t £150 promissory note securing M r Henry 
it did not occur to you the am ount you w ere signing for ?—T he thoughts th a t occurred to me then are 
ra ther hazy now— it rs nearly eleven years ago.

1298. W e gather th a t you feel aggrieved a t it ?— W hen you speak of aggrieved permit me to say I  
am not here to ventilate my grievance. I  have long since forgotten tha t. I  am here from a sense of duty 
merely. ^

1299. Can you understand why you should have given a promissory note for £150  when you only 
received £25 ?—T he fact was I  w anted the money, and I  was willing to sign any promissory note ; I  
believe I  would have signed a note for £500 . I  required the money very badly a t the time for a certain 
purpose.

1300. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— I t  would have been £ 6  for every £1  according to the b ills?__
Yes.

1301. You m ight have been liable for £300 ?— I  am advised th a t w ay. I  notified you in my 
original communication th a t I  would call on Mr. H enry. T he reason I  mention this is th a t the other 
side w ill refer to it.

Cross-exam ined by M r. B rya n t.
1302. You first w ent to M r. H enry in June , 1885—how old were you then ?— J u s t  21.
1303. How  long had you been in the  B ank of H ew  South W ales ?— A bout tw o years.
1304. Presum ably you were an in telligent man ?— A t th a t time I  was very ignorant.
1305. Y ou were a modest man who thought him self ignorant ?— T h a t is ju st it.
1306. W hat duties were you doing ?— I  had not got to the ledgers at th a t time.
1307. Y ou finished the transaction in Ju n e , 1885— how many other transactions did you have 

w ith  H enry  ?— I  cannot tell you tha t.
1308. A bout how m any ?— There m ight have been three or four.
1309. T hen we presum e th a t you w ent back to H enry  on subsequent occasions because you were 

not dissatisfied w ith  previous transactions ?— No ; because I  w anted some money, and I  thought he had 
every rig h t to lend it.

1310. A nd he made you pay for it ?— H e did.
1311. A fte r your transactions w ith  him  did you ever m ake any com plaint against H enry ?—Whom 

would I  make a com plaint against ?
1312. Did you make any com plaint to H enry  ?— H enry would be a nice man to make a complaint to.
1313. D id you ever m ake any complaint to H enry a fte r you had finished up all your transactions 

w ith h im ?— I  do not remember doing so.
1314. D uring the last tw o or th ree m onths have you been to see H enry ?— Yes.
1315. How m any tim es ?— Twice.
1316. D id you go of your own motion ?— Yes.
1317. F o r w hat purpose ?— F o r the purpose of giving your client the opportunity  of performing an 

act of restitu tion .
1318. Y ou w ent w ith in  a m onth or tw o ago ?— Yes.
1319. Did you say this to him :— “ M r. H enry, I am going to lodge a complaint against you before 

this Parliam entary  Committee, bu t if  you pay me tw enty  pounds I  w ill not do i t ” ?— No, I  did not.
1320. D id you m ention tw en ty  pounds ?— Yes.
1321. Y ou asked him for tw en ty  pounds; for w hat did you ask him for th a t ?—T h e  reason tha t I  

mentioned tw enty pounds was th a t H enry  almost implored me to mention some explicit amount. W hen 
I  w ent to H enry  and asked H enry as to restitution he asked the amount.

1322. I  am to ld  it was on the 31st of October you asked him for tw enty  pounds ?— I  specified the 
sum of tw en ty  pounds.

1323. W hat did you ask the tw en ty  pounds for ?— Because he asked me to name a sum.
1324. W hat for ?— F or the purpose of foregoing the moral claim I  had on him.
1325. H ad you lodged any complaint against H enry  to the Committee a t the time you asked for 

th a t ?— No.
1326. W hen you w ent to him was not it to tell him  th a t no com plaint would be lodged by you if he 

paid the  money ?— I  w ent to your client for the purpose of giving him the opportunity  of performing an 
act of restitu tion.

1327. A nd if he performed th a t act what did you propose to do ?—I t  is not what I  would do but 
w hat I  would not do.

1328. You knew  a t th is time th a t the P arliam entary  Committee was sitting , th a t H enry was being 
interrogated as to his financial transactions ?— Yes.

1329. You w ent to see him  and asked him for the sum you nam ed?— T w enty  pounds.
1330. W hat were you to do or to forego if you got it  ?— M y claim.
1331. A nd also make a com plaint to the  Com m ittee?— W h at business would I  have here if I had 

no complaint to m ake ?
1332. W as th a t part of your suggested bargain w ith H enry ?— There was no bargain;
1333. I  know there was not. H enry  refused to bargain w ith you and you got nothing. D id you

not offer to promise th a t you w ould m ake no complaint against him to the Committee if . he gave you
tw enty  pounds ?— No ; certainly not.

1334. W as the  P arliam entary  Committee referred to by you ?— I t  was.
1335. H ow  did you refer to i t  ?—I  told H enry  th a t he must have been aware of the transactions

th a t took place between us, and the great excess of money th a t he had, more than he was justly  entitled to, 
and I  told him — “ N ow I  w ill give you an opportunity of performing an act of restitution, and restoring 
this money which you unjustly  obtained from me ; if  not, I  shall go to the Select Committee and tell them 
my story.”

1336. So th a t this gentleman, with his sense of public duty, would not come and tell them  if he got 
the money ?— No, M y v isit to H enry  w as prom pted from a sense of duty to myself.



1337. Outside the walls o f this building tha t would be called blackmail ?— You pu t a different 
complexion on it.

1338. On th a t occasion H enry refused to give you ahy money ?■—H enry refused to perform an act 
of restitution.

1339. And he refused to pay you any money ?—Yes.
1340. Did you go back again in a few days and prefer the same request ?— I  gave him forty-eight 

hours to make up his mind, and I  called at the expiry of th a t time and he declined, at the same time 
stating th a t he had made nothing out of my case. I  then left, and acted up to my promise.

1341. W hen you asked for the tw enty pounds, and he said he would not give it, did you ask him how 
much he would give ?— No, I  am sure I  did not.

1342. Now, going back, you have told the Committee tha t to the best of your recollection no rate 
of interest was named between you and Henry ?— Yes.

1343. Perhaps you can recognise your own handw riting—is tha t your signature—•[handing a  
document to the witness] ?— Yes.

1344. Is  th a t yours also— \_handing another document to the witness] ?—Yes.
1345. The first is— “ M elbourne, 9th June , 1885. To Mr. David H enry. S ir,— In  consideration 

of your advancing me the sum of th irty  pounds (£30) I  hereby agree to pay you the sum of one hundred 
and tw enty  pounds (£ 1 2 0 ) for your bonus and risk in the matter, making a total of (£150) one hundred 
and fifty pounds due by me to you.— (Sd.) H enry Gore Stevenson.” Then, at the foot— “ Received the 
sum of ten pounds (£10) on account of the above-mentioned (£30) th irty  pounds, leaving a balance of 
(£20) tw enty pounds to be paid to me on signing a mortgage over my interest in the will of my aimt 
M argaret Peppers.” B oth those documents are altogether w ritten  by you?— Yes.

1346. This is the nex t one— “ Melbourne, 9 th June, 1885. To Mr. David H enry.— I  hereby 
authorize you to get your solicitor to prepare an assignm ent by way of m ortgage and power of attorney to 
secure to you the sum of (£150) one hundred and fifty pounds, bearing interest a t the rate of (30) th irty  
per cent, on the above amount. T he security to be given by me is over my share under the  will o f my 
late aunt (M argaret Peppers), which I  believe consists of houses in George-st., F itztoy, M et. Gas 
shares, M et. B uilding and In . sh a re s ; and, as I  was born in April, 1864, I  am of age now 
and able to deal w ith my effects, for which I  will give a statutory declaration.— (Sd.) H . G. Stevenson. 
I  further authorize you to sell all my interest in the above.— (Sd.) H . G. Stevenson.” This letter of 
the 10th Ju n e  says—“ I  am advised th a t I  am literally  disposing of my interest in the estate in question 
for the sum of £20, and after I  a ttach  my signature to the  mortgage I  have no further say in the m atter, 
as you are not obliged to sell unless you choose, so tha t, w ith  a debt of £150 and compound interest a t the 
rate of 30 per cent, on th a t amount, in the course of a few years I  should be in a pretty  pickle. You 
must admit that this is a mad act on my part, considering I  had ju st refused £50  cash for my share. A nd, 
w ith reference to your rem ark as to the value of the estate, I  m ust add th a t you are altogether wrong, as 
when my aunt died the gas company were declaring dividends of 8 per cent., and are now giving 16 per 
cent,, w hich is ju st double. The landed property has increased in value considerably and the estate is now 
valued a t every penny of £6,000, and increasing in value every year. I  would sooner give you the neces
sary authority  to sell and pay you 100 per cent, on the purchase money for your trouble, or receive a 
definite offer from yourself. However, I  hope we w ill arrange the  m atter amicably and w ith profit to both 
of Us. A w aiting your reply, I  remain yours, &c., H . G. Stevenson.” Here is the offer you made to H enry. 
Some good friend put you oil to people who would lend money at a lower rate : —“ Monday. I f  "within 
ten days I  pay you the sum of £60 will you accept it  as a final discharge ? if so, let me know a t once. 
Yours, &c., II. G. Stevenson. P .S .— T his is a final offer, and no other will be made.” A nd then you 
came down to H enry, and H enry said he would take the £60  and forego his claim, and you had done w ith 
it. F or w hat time had you originally borrowed this £30 ?— I  do not th ink  there was any time specified.

18471 There m ust have been some time named ?—N ot to the best of my knowledge.
1348; Is  it probable th a t you mentioned a certain time you required the money for ?— V ery 

probably.
1349. W hy do you mention £60 as against £150 ?— To make the best of a bad bargain.
1350. W hen you agreed to pay £15 0  for the £30 you were getting  you understood the nature of the 

bargain you were m aking ?— I  did not say th a t I  did.
1351. Y ou did not insure your life a t tha t tim e?— I  could not say; . . .  ~
1352i W hen, under the will of your aunt, were you entitled to get this reversionary interest ? One

contingency was on the youngest coming of age, and providing tha t the present holder of the estate died 
before;

1353. W hat was the age of the youngest child a t tha t time, June, 1885 F About twelve.
1354. Then, a t any rate, you got no interest under this will for a period of nine years ?— Certainly

1355; I  am told it is eleven as a m atter of fact. You could get nothing under th a t will for th a t
time, and Mr. H enry, of course, could get nothing either ?—-Certainly. ,

1356. A nd your interest, of course, depended in the first place, on the death of your aunt, and then
upon the youngest child coming of age ?— I  believe so.

il357. Is  your aunt dead yet ?—No ; she is very nearly 80, I  believe.
1358. A re you still in the bank of N ew  South W ales ?— No.
1359. You are an accountant now—hoW long have you been an accoumaht .— Some years. ^
1360. Do you consider that, as a business man, was a good risk for a man to lend on, a reversiona y

interest dependent on lives ?—I t  depends on the amount lent. Crisp, Lewis, and Hedderwic
it a good risk to take for 10 per cent.

1361. D id you insure your life for them ?— I  cannot say.
1362 Did you pay them ahy bonus ?—No. , .
1363. How m uch did you get from them  ? - About £93. They gave Heury £60, and myself a

^ 1364. Who has the m ortgage you gave H enry ?— I  believe it is in the  possession of a lawyer in

th e  city. . „ T
1365. W hat law yer ?— Is it necessary to answ er th a t t



1366. The H on. the Chairman.— I  do not see th a t it is necessary.
lo67. M r. T ry  ant urged th a t it  w as necessary for the Committee to see the document to show 

precisely the items on w hich the money was lent, and th a t the terms were known by the w itness. The 
ra te  of interest would depend on the risk , and no man could define “ usury,” because it was a relative term 
depending on the proportion between the security  and the rate of interest charged. He wanted to show in 
this case th a t the risk was an extraordinary one, and, therefore, the rate  charged was high, and he required 
the mortgage which recited the  nature of w itness’s interest.

1368. M r. B rya n t also asked the Committee to direct the w itness to produce the securities he gave 
M essrs. Crisp, Lewis, and H edderw ick, in  order to show the nature of the securities they had as compared 
w ith the securities tha t M r. H enry  had. H e hesitated to accept the  w itness’s evidence unless corroborated.

1369. The H on. the Chairman.— T he Committee are of opinion th a t the  witness has given his 
answers in a straightforw ard way.

1370. B y  Mr. B ry a n t (to the witness) .— W hen you went to Crisp, Lew is, and Hedderwick, you saw 
one of the firm, I  presume ?— Yes.

1371. A nd you borrowed £10 0  ; w hat security did you give ?—Precisely the same security th a t I  
gave to Henry, nothing more or less, to the best of my know ledge and belief.

1372. Was th is document you signed w ith Crisp, Lewis, and Hedderwick a mortgage or an out-and- 
out transfer ?— A  mortgage.

1373. H ave you paid off th a t sum yet ?— Yes.
1374. A nd had your securities back from them  ?— I  do not say-where they  are. I  do not intend to 

offer any evidence on th a t point.
1375. H ave you got your securities back from them  ?— T he question of the possession of the 

securities has nothing to do w ith  the case.
1376. U n til the Chairm an tells you not to, you will answ er the question. H ad  you those securities 

back ?— M y business is w ith  the Select Committee, and not w ith  M r. H enry ’s counsel.
1377. M r. B ry a n t  appealed to the  Committee to make the w itness answer.
1378. B y  the Hon. theC haw m an.— H ave your transactions ceased w ith  Crisp, Lewis, and H edder

wick ?— Yes, altogether.
1379. M r. B rya n t.— T he w itness has come here, he says, from a sense of duty. H e w ants to 

show th a t H enry has been guilty  of usury, to show th a t the security was good and H enry’s charge unfair. 
H e instances the fact th a t he w ent to Crisp, Lew is, and Hedderw ick, and got £100 at 10 per cent. The 
object of th a t is to influence the minds of the Committee comparing the two things.

1380. T he Hon. the Chairman.— No doubt.
1381. M r. B ryan t.— T hen I  th ink  it is grossly unfair. Is  it no t r ig h t th a t the  Committee should 

know precisely the nature of the  security given to Crisp, Lewis, and H edderw ick ? I  venture to say 
w hen you see this security you w ill find an immense difference— in one case a mortgage, and in the other 
a transfer of th a t m ortgage to Crisp, Lewis, and H edderw ick, who w ere then  secured for £150. I f  the 
Committee will not insist on the witness producing those documents it  is m anifestly unfair to Mr. H enry . 
T he  w itness has been requested to produce them by letter, and I  ask  the Committee to give me the assist
ance we have a rig h t to expect and w hich common fair play demands. M r. H enry  is here on his trial for 
so-called usurious practices. W hy cannot we have the  document if  there is nothing to conceal ? I t  is 
quite possible th a t it w ill be discovered th a t some ex tra  security  was given to Crisp, Lewis, and Hedder
w ick through the w itness’s aunt, who was alive, or th a t she was lending the money through Crisp, Lewis, 
and H edderw ick.

1382. B y  M r. B ry a n t {to the witness).— Is  th a t your hand-w riting— [handing a document to the 
witness]  ?— Yes.

1383. “  Hillside. S t. Jo h n ’s-road, Toorak, F riday. M y dear M r. H enry ,— M y aunt who promised 
me the money to pay you says th a t she w ill not,, unless you come down. K indly le t me know  definitely 
your final term s by re tu rn  of post and I  w ill call on you on M onday.”  T h a t suggests th a t the aunt is 
w illing to assist you and th a t she did assist you in the transactions w ith  Crisp, Lew is, and H edderw ick ?— 
I  do not see th a t those le tters have anything to do w ith  the question a t issue.

1384. M r, B rya n t.— I  repeat th a t it is fair we should see those documents, otherwise the Com
m ittee may be disposed to draw an inference unfair to H enry.

1385. The H on. the Chairmam.— Y ou need not be afraid of that.
1386. M r. B ryan t.— I f  you do not compare the  terms on w hich Crisp, Lewis, and H edderw ick lent 

the money w ith  those on which H enry len t it, there is nothing further to say.
1387. B y  M r. B ry a n t {to the witness).— W ho len t you th a t money ?— Crisp, Lewis, and H edder

wick.
1388. W as it their own money ?— To the best of m y belief.
1389. W as it  your belief th a t it came from your aunt ?— W hat do you mean ?
1390. T he letter says your aunt a t one stage promised to lend you money. In  connexion w ith  the 

transactions through Crisp, Lewis, and H edderw ick had you approached your aunt, and had she promised 
to help you through them  ?—T h e  transaction I  had w ith  Crisp, Lewis, and H edderw ick had nothing to do 
w ith  my aunt.

1391. H ad you asked your aun t to lend you money before you w ent to Crisp, Lewis, and Hedder
w ick ?— No. I  have no recollection of th a t.

1392. H ad  you ever had any transaction w ith Crisp, Lew is, and H edderw ick before you w ent to 
them  in th is transaction ?— No.

1393. W ho suggested your going there— was it  your a u n t? — I  cannot remember.
1394. Do you not know th a t Crisp, Lew is, and H edderw ick were your aunt’s solicitors ?— I  know 

they were.
1395. W ill you venture to tell the Committee th a t it  was not your aunt who recommended you to go 

to Crisp, Lewis, and H edderw ick ?— I  venture to te ll them I  cannot inform them.
1396. Or is it  th a t you will not ?— Cannot.
1397. W as it  M r. Crisp you dealt w ith  in the firm ?— M r. H edderw ick, I  believe.
1398. Now as to the other transactions between you and H enry ; you w ent to him on Ju ly  the 10th

and borrowed three pounds and promised to pay six  pounds ?—I  cannot say as to the  date.



1399. T h a t is the sum you got ?— I  cannot remember the details.
1400. A ugust 6th, £ 4  10s., and agreed to pay £ 9  ; A ugust 15th, £1, and agreed to pay £2  ; 

repaid, £12 ?— I  have already said I  cannot remember the details.
1401. T he first transaction was £30  ?— Yes.
1402. A nd H enry  paid the cost of preparing the mortgage, £3 14s. lOd. ?—I  presume he did so.
1403. M r. B rya n t (to the lio n , the C hairm an ).— M ay I  ask the Committee to require the production 

of those securities ?
1404. The Hon. the Chairman.— W e w ill take a note of your request.
1405. The w itness.— Counsel has made a great deal of capital out of my interview  w ith H enry, and 

as he has touched on it I  should like to te ll you exactly  w hat occurred. I  merely called on H enry, who 
recognised me a t once, and evidently was fully apprised of the  transactions we had had, and I  told him in 
plain words th a t if he did not refund me a portion of th a t money tha t I  should feel it my duty to go to the 
Committee and recount the whole transaction, and he asked me how much I  wanted. H is words were—  
“ W hat do you w ant— how much do you want ? I f  you w ant the whole of the interest returned, and 
perhaps more, I  cannot do tha t, but I will look over my books and see w hat I  made out of the case and see 
w hat I  can do for you.” Subsequently he pressed me very hard to say w hat amount I  w anted, and I  said 
that I  merely wished him to look through the books and see w hat he had in excess of w hat he was justly  
entitled to, and he asked me a dozen times w hat amount I  would take. A t this stage I  took the precaution 
to bring a w itness w ith me, so th a t no m istake should occur, and eventually M r. H enry  induced me to state 
a certain amount, and I  said— “Very well, Mr. H enry, if you give me a cheque for tw enty pounds I  will 
give you a full release,” and I  w ent aw ay and gave him forty-eight hours to consider it. I  called again 
and his answ er was “ N o,v and I  left the  office. I  also had my witness w ith  me tha t time.

1406. B y  the H on. _D. M elville .—Y ou made th a t transaction known in your letter to the Committee ?
— Yes.

1407. You did not want to suppress it. T his is your letter. Y ou intim ated in this letter you had 
seen M r. H enry ?— Yes.

1408. W hat do you th ink, as a business man, now you are a little  older, o f this bonus business and 
th is 30 per cent., is it usurious ?— As applied to a legitim ate loan I  do not know w hat a bonus means. I  
understand in terest if the lender gets ample security and a fair rate of interest. I  do not know the meaning 
of bonus.

1409. W hat do you th ink  of 30 per cent, irrespective o f bonus?---
1410. M r. B ry a n t  objected th a t M r. Melville was asking the witness questions of opinion about

Mr. H enry’s transactions ; it  was for the Committee to decide that question on the evidence they m ight 
hear, and not on the opinions of people who w ere biassed.

1411. B y  the H on. D . M elville.— T he question is, as a man m ixing w ith  business people, how do you 
regard 30 per cent, w ith  a bonus ?— On this particular security ?—

1412. T ak e  yours ?------
1412a. M r. B rya n t  again objected to the question, for the  reasons already given.
1413. The w itness.— Irrespective of bonus, w hich is a term  I  do not understand as applied to loans, 

I  should say 15 per cent, was liberal.
1414. H ad you any suggestion from this Committee to come and give evidence ?—None whatever.
1415. Is  it  entirely  voluntarily ?— Entirely.
1416. From  your sense of duty  to yourself and the public?— F irs t to m yself and then to the

public.
1417. W as th a t the  only m otive ?— T he only motive.
1418. B y  the H on. A . O. Sachse.— H ave you had any communication w ith  the M embers of the 

Committee ?— N one of them.
1419. O r w ith  any of the officers of the Committee ?— No ; only the usual notice to attend.

T he witness w ithdrew .

A djourned  to W ednesday next, a t ha lf-past Tw o o'clock.

W E D N E S D A Y , 11th  D E C E M B E R , 1895.

M embers p re se n t:

T he H on. D. E . M cB r y d e , in the Chair ;
T he Hon. Dr. W . H . Em bling The H on. A . O. Sachse

D. M elville E . Miller.

Thom as W. L loyd recalled, cross-examined by M r. B ryant.
1420. Y ou told the  Committee th a t ordinarily, supposing you made a loan of £50, you chaiged a 

£10  bonus, and 15 per cent, in terest on the £ 6 0 ?— Yes.
1421. I  take it th a t you do not lend money w here there is a very great risk ?— N ot if I  know it.
1422. Supposing a man you did not know came w ith a letter and told you tha t his aunt, still living, 

had made a will, and th a t under that will he would come into a life in terest on £1 ,000 ; would you, not 
knowing th a t he had an aunt or th a t she had property or had made a will, consider it a good risk . I  
would not advance on a risk like th a t—if the woman is alive, she may revoke her will a t any time.

1423. Supposing you were induced to lend on th a t risk, w hat would you consider a fair rate of 
in te re s t? —I  would not advance a t all in th a t case.

1424. A ny man who did advance th a t way would be a gam bler?— H e would ; it would be like
betting on the M elbourne Cup.



1425. You would not th ink  15 per cent, or double th a t amount sufficient in th a t case ?—No, I  would 
not lend at all on it. I  would not advance if the party was alive.

1426. Do I  understand you to say th a t you have never charged more than 15 per cent.?— On one
occasion, I  think, I  charged 20 per cent., but it is usually 15 pfer cent.

1427. On w hat you regard as fair securities ?— Yes.
1428. Do you know a man named Joseph  W hitfield ?—I  do.
1429. Did you have any dealings w ith him ?— Yes, eighteen months ago I  advanced money to him 

to go home to E ngland— I  could not tell the am ount from memory.
1430. W hat was the nature of the security he gave?— H e had given some securities to M r. Henry 

— I  forget what.
1431. Did you hot get them  afterw ards from H enry ?— No; T he man came to me and I  said— 

“ W ell, the only way I  can see for you to decide your point is to go to England and decide it there.” 
I  advanced him money, and he w ent home, and it was afterw ards settled,

1432. W hat sum did you advance?— I  cannot tell from memory.
1433. W hat security did you tak e?— A  m ortgage of his interest under his uncle’s will.
1434. Do you know a man named Joh n  W ray; did you advance money to him ?— Yes, I  did, and I

lost money by him—I  cannot tell the amount from memory. I  took a mortgage or assignment of his interest
under his aun t’s will— she was dead a t the time.

1435. H e had the rig h t then to the immediate acquisition of his property ?— Yes, he got portion of 
his money, and Mr. Campbell, solicitor, paid m e—I  cannot te ll how much 1 received, from memory. I  lost 
a few pounds over him.

1436. Supposing a man came to you and said th a t he was entitled to property, th a t a relative,
who was still alive, had made a will, and th a t he was entitled to £1,000 on the death of the testatrix
and on the youngest child of the family then alive coming of age ?— F irst of all, how could I  see the 
will. I  would not advance in a case like that a t all if the person was still alive.

1437. You would not th ink 15 per cent, a fair recompense in a case like th a t ?— No, nor yet 
30 per cent.

1438. In  those cases where the in terests are remote, the whole thing is a gam ble?— Yes.
1439. In  those cases, where people whom you do not know come to you and say they have interests 

under different wills not yet proved in England, or in another colony, one great risk is the m atter of identifi
cation ?—Yes.

1440. And you cannot get identification by means of a cable ?—No.
1411. You can telegraph home to find out w hether the statem ents are correct, but you cannot find 

out w hether it is the rig h t person ?— No, you cannot.
1442. I  suppose you have been “ had ” under those conditions ?— Yes ; I  have found sometimes the 

individual is not entitled to the property a t a l l ; and sometimes the solicitors mislead you.

The witness withdrew.

1443. T he Hon. the Chairman.— There was some reference made the other day in the case of H ar
rison to an account of Parkes Brothers. The Committee promised to endeavour to find out w hether the 
bill had been wholly paid, and this is a telegram  received from the clerk of petty  sessions at Colac, where 
the account was to be paid :— “ Parkes and H arrison.—No money paid through this court in above case. 
P arkes informs me th a t he received from T. N . W hyte, solicitor, £15 on 25th Ju ly , 1891, and £10  in May, 
1892, £25 in all, leaving £14 19s. 9d. due.”

1444. M r. B ryan t.— I know nothing about it, of course, bu t this le tter has ju st been handed to me. 
M r. W hyte’s agents received it, addressed to M essrs. H ughes and Perm ezel :—“ Y esterday the Board wired 
to the clerk of petty  sessions a t Colac as follows :— 6 Did Parkes, of your town, get an order against 
Harrison in your court? I f  so, for w hat amount, and how much has P arkes received?’ From  this I  
assume th a t inquiries are being made by the Board w ith a view of testing H arrison’s veracity, and as 
there is a slight discrepancy between a letter w ritten by me to H arrison on 8th A pril, 1892, and the actual 
state of the accounts, I  th ink it advisable for you to lay the following facts before Mr. B ryant, and instruct 
him to explain the m atter to the Board. On the 8 th A pril, 1892, I  wrote a letter explaining the state of 
the account between me and Harrison, a copy whereof is enclosed herewith.'” The letter is as follows :—- 
“ A pril 8th, 1892. Mr. Edw ard S. H arrison, No. 7 Holm es-street, Soldiers’ H ill, B allarat. Dear Sir,— 
Self and H enry. R eferring to your le tte r hereon, the  tone of which I do not a t all like, our account 
stands as under :—

H r.— 1891.
Ju n e  23.— By am ount paid you 
Ju ly  14. ,, ,, ...
Sept. 13. „ your p.ii.
Nov. 14. „ paid you

„ P arkes’ verdict

Cr.— 1892.
To half proceeds from H enry  ... ,.. ••• ••• £75  0 0

A t your debit .. .  ... ••• £14  0 9

More especially in reply to yours of 2nd inst., the contents of which I  do not quite understand, you were 
thoroughly made aware of and advised as to w hat you were doing tvhen you signed the release. As a 
m atter of fact, you w rote a le tte r to your m other at Mr. B arrow ’s dictation, informing her th a t you had 
settled w ith H enry. Seeing the extraordinary position you have taken up, I  shall not give you your 
papers until you have released and discharged me from all claim s.” “ On looking into the m atter, I  find 
that I  have not debited him w ith  £ 1  Is. paid him on 14th Ju ly , 1891, and th a t I  have apparently debited

... £ 0  10 0

... 30 0 0

... 13 0 0
1 0  0 

44 10 9
-------------  £89 0 9



him w ith  £ 4 4  lOs. 9d., amount of P ark es’ verdict against him. T his amount, £44 10a. 9d., was not 
intended to show as an actual paym ent made by me, bu t was m eant to show H arrison th a t he was still 
£14 Os. 9d. in debt to P arkes. You w ill see th a t it is mentioned as ‘ By amount of P ark es’ verdict, 
£ 4 4  10s. 9 d ./ and not ‘ B y  amount paid P a rk es.’ I  drafted this le tte r and my then account, and filled in 
the blanks w ith  the idea before mentioned. T his draft letter is amongst the papers w hich you have. The 
correct account is as under :—

B y H arrison’s share of amount collected
1891.

Ju n e  23.— To am ount paid H arrison
Ju ly  14.

-15. ,, ,, ... i.i ...
Sept. 15. „ of H arrison’s p.n.
Nov. 14. „ paid H arrison

„ paid Parkes at two different times (£15  and 
£ 10)

T o costs deducted from P arkes’ share for costs due by 
him for police court proceedings

You will note th a t I  have all along neglected to debit him w ith  the  £1  Is. paid on 14th Ju ly , 1891, and I  
was under the  im pression th a t I  had deducted £5  10s. from P arkes’ amount for costs until now. T he costs, 
£ 4  9s., actually  represented about 8 or 10 guineas’ w orth of w ork.”

H enry  Gr. Stevenson recalled and further examined.

1445. B y  the Hon. the Chairmcm.— You w rote a note stating  th a t you w anted the  Committee to see 
you again ?— Yes. I  have one or two statem ents to make. T he first is w ith  regard to the securities. 
T he question was raised by the other side as to w hether the securities on which H enry lent me £ 30 , and 
the securities upon w hich Crisp, Lewis, and H edderw ick had advanced me £100, were identical. In  order 
th a t I  m ight be able to come here and verify th a t statem ent, I  called on Crisp, Lewis, and Hedderwick, 
and am in a position to affirm th a t those securities were in all respects identical.

1446. M r. B ry a n t  objected to the  Committee receiving the verbal statem ent of the witness unless 
the papers w hich he (M r. B ryant) had already asked for were produced.

1447. B y  the Hon. the Chai/rmcm (to the witness).— Have you the papers here ?— No.
1448. M r. B rya n t.— I  crosS-examiiied the w itness to find out the whereabouts of the  securities, 

and the Committee would give me no assistance to get them . I  still ask for those papers to be produced, 
and I  object to the  Committee receiving any supplem entary statem ent about the papers.

1449. T he Hon. the Ghai/rman.— T he Committee were not aware as to w hat this w itness intended to 
say when he asked to be called .again, bu t you are perfectly correct as to the documents. T he Committee 
declined to ask Stevenson to bring those papers, because they thought they did not bear on the case a t the 
time, but I  th ink  th a t w hat you say is right. A s the papers are not here it  is not fair for Stevenson to 
go into the  case unless M r. B ryant is given an opportunity of exam ining them .

1450. M r. B ry a n t.— I  do not desire th a t anything should be concealed as far as we are concerned, 
and* am desirous th a t Stevenson should come forward again and supplem ent any evidence he has given by 
a fu rther statem ent and produce the  documents.

1451. T h e  w itness.— Messrs. Crisp, Lewis, and H edderw ick will be happy to supply any inform a
tion to the other side i f  they  ask for it. I f  i t  is necessary to produce the documents it will be necessary 
to go further into the case.

1452. The Hon. the Chavrmcm.— I  do not th ink it  is necessary to go further into the case at all.
1453. The w itness.—I  request also th a t a t a la te t stage the Committee w ill express an opinion 

as to w hether, w hen I  went to H enry to demand a refund of a portion of th e  £60 , I  was guilty of 
attem pted blackmail.

1454. The Hon. the Chairman.— T h e  Committee will consider th a t.
1455. B y  the Hon. D . M elville.— A s far as you are concerned you are w illing to have the papers 

produced ?— I  am w illing to have th is case thrashed out.

The witness withdrew.

T he Committee-room was cleared.
T he  Com m ittee deliberated.
T he  counsel and parties were again called in.
1456. The H on. the Chairman stated  th a t the  Committee did not intend to examine any further 

witnesses, and would now hear M r. B ryant if he desired to address the Committee, or i f  he desired to call any 
witnesses.

1457. M r. B rya n t.— The decision Of the Committee takes me by surprise, because it  puts me m 
the position of counsel for an accused person. Y ou ask me if I  propose to call w itnesses— on whose behalf ? 
obviously H enry ’s. Do the  Committee desire to examine Mr. H enry  further ?

1458. The H on. the Chairman.— No.
M r. B ryan t  was heard to address th e  Committee.

£75 0 0

£ 0 10 0
1 1 0

30 0 0
13 0 0

1 0 0

25 0 0

4 9 0
£75 0 0

The Committee adjourned.



A PPEN D IX  A.

M e m o .— H a r r i s o n .

1890. 
M arch 11 
A pril 9 .-  
Ju n e  2.— 
Ju n e  16.- 
A ug. 21.- 
Oct. 1.— 
Oct. 15 .-

1891.

.— To m ortgage ...
-T o  further charge 
-To p. note 
—To p. note
—To assignm ent of m other’s estate 
To p. note
-T o  cash, Bencroft, n o ta ry ...

J u ly  13. 
Ju ly  14. 
Dec. 30.

1892. 
Feb. 29.

1893. 
Ja n . 3.— 
M ay 7.

To absolute assignm ent ...
-To paid to W hyte for him
-To cable saying— “ M atter settled here ”
-To Cubley

-To paid to W hyte for him

To tel. ...
To Cubley

Law  costs in M elbourne ...

Dneys advanced. Charges.
£50 0 0 ... £250 0 0
100 0 0 400 0 0

2 0 0 10 0 0
3 0 0 ... 15 0 0

15 0 0 75 0 0
7 0 0 35 0 0
1 1 0

30 0 0 ... 30 0 0
125 0 0

1 12 8
0 10 0

50 0 0

0 9 8
0 10 0

42 9 8

£428 13 0

1890.— Cr.
Ju n e  2.— B y cash 
Sept. 16.— B y cash 
Oct. 15. — By cash

1892.
Feb. 29.— B y cash— M oney from Chancery

1893.
Ju n e  24.— By cash— Sale of in terest, in money payable on death 

of m other, to his m other 
M arch 9 .— By cash

Cash paid as above 

Profit

£238
292

0

0
0

15

227 0 0

112
0

A PPEN D IX  B.

M e m o .— S t e v e n s o n .

1885.
Ju n e  9.— To assignm ent

1885.— Cr.
Ju n e  25.— By cash

A ctual Cash lent. 
... £30  0 0

Allowance
A dd Mr. B arrow ’s costs

To p. note 
Do p. note 
■To p. note

1885—  Cr.
Ju ly  11.— B y cash 
Nov. 20.— B y cash

Second Transaction.
A ctual Cash lent. 
.. .  £3  0 0
.. .  4 10 0
. . .  1 0  0

870 3 6

£428 13 0

£441 10 6

Charges.
£150 0 0

60 0 0

£90 0 0
3 14 10

£93 14 10

£6 0 0
9 0 0
2 0 0

£17 0 0

0
0

12 0 0

Allowance £5  0 0



SUMMARY No. I.
1890.

M arch 11.— To cash mortgage £50 0 0
A pril 9.— To further charge 100 0 0
Ju n e  2.— To promy. n o te ... 2 0 0
June 16.— To promy. note 3 0 0
Aug. 21.— To assignment, m other’s

estate 15 0 0
Oct. 1.— To promy. note ... 7 0 0
Oct. 15.— To Ben croft, notary 1 1 0

1891.
—  To absolute assignment 30 0 0

Ju ly  13.— To W hyte, solicitor for
H arrison ... 125 0 0

Ju ly  14.— To cable— “ M atter settled
h e re ” 1 12 8

Dec. 30.— To Cubley 0 10 0
1892.

Feb. 29.— To W hyte, for H arriso n ... 50 0 0
1893.

Jan . 3.— To telegram 0 9 8
May 7.— To Cubley 0 10 0

—  To law  costs, Melbourne 42 9 8
—  To balance 441 10 6

£ 8 7 0 3 6

1890.
June  2.— By cash received ... £238 0 0
Sept. 16.— By cash received ... 292 0 0
Oct. 15.— By cash received ... 0 15 0

1892.
Feb. 29.— By cash Court of Chancery 227 0 0

1893.
June  24.— By sale of H arrison’s interest

to his mother ... ... 112 2 6
Mar. 9.— By cash ... ... 0 6 0

£870 3 6
1893.  

M ay.—By balance, profit of .. .  £441 10 6
For an advance of ... £428 13 0

SUMMARY No. 2.
1890. ■

M ar. 11 — To cash advanced £50 0 0 for which H enry charged £250 0 0 = 500
A pril 9 9 9 9 9 100 0 0 „ 400 0 0 = 400
Ju n e  2. 9 9 9 9 2 0 0 „ 10 0 0 = 500
Ju n e  16. 9 9 9 9 3 0 0 „ 15 0 0 = 500
A ug. 21. 9 9 9 9 15 0 0 • „ „ 75 0 0 = 500
Oct. 1. 9 9 „ 7 0 0 „ „ 35 0 0 = 500
Oct. 15. — 9 9 9 9 1 1 0

1891.
— 9 9 9 9 30 0 0 „ 30 0 0 = 100
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E X T R A C T E D  F R O M  T H E  M I N U T E S  O F  T H E  P R O C E E D IN G S  O F T H E
L E G I S L A T I V E  C O U N C IL .

T U ESD A Y , 3 r d  DECEMBER, 1895.

4. P e t i t i o n .—The Honorable Dr. W. H. Embling presented a Petition from the Corporation and Councillors of the Shire 
of Strathfieldsaye, under the common seal of the said corporation, praying that the Council would see fit to reject 
any proposal to extend to shires the operation of the Factories and Shops A ct 1890 Amendment Bill.

Ordered to lie on the Table, and to be referred to the Committee of the whole on the Factories and Shops A ct 1890 
Amendment Bill.

TH URSDAY, 1 9 t h  DECEMBER, 1895.

4, P e t i t i o n . —The Honorable F. S. Grimwade presented a Petition from the Committee of Management of the Women’s 
Hospital, signed by Agnes Shields and W. H. Gibson, styling themselves Honorary Secretary and Superintendent 
and Secretary respectively, praying that the Council would reject clauses 45 and 48 of the Factories and Shops Act 
1890 Amendment B ill.

Ordered to lie on the Table, and to be referred to the Committee on the Factories and Shops A ct 1890 Amendment 
Bill.

*  *  #  *  *  *  *

13. F a c t o r i e s  a n d  S h o p s  A c t  1890 A m e n d m e n t B i l e .—The Order of the Day for the resumption of the debate on the 
question—That this Bill be now read a second time, having been read—

Debate resumed.
Question—That this Bill be now read a second tim e—put and resolved in the affirmative.—B ill read a second time.
The Honorable W. McCulloch moved, That this Bill be committed.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col, Sir F . T. Sargood moved, That the B ill be committed to a Select Committee.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T. Sargood moved, by leave, That Standing Order No. 183 be suspended so as to 

allow the Committee to consist of twelve members.
Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.
The Honorable Lieut.-Col. Sir F. T. Sargood moved, by leave, That the Select Committee consist of the Honorables 

S. Austin, J. Balfour, S. W. Cooke, H . Cuthbert, F. S. Grimwade, J. M. Pratt, J. Sternberg, N. Thornley, J . A . 
Wallace, T. D. Wanliss, W. I. Winter-Irving, and the Mover ; such Committee to have power to send for persons, 
papers, and records, and to move from place to p lace; three to be the quorum.

Question—put and resolved in the affirmative.



REPORT.

T h e  S e l e c t  C om m ittee appointed by your Honorable House on the 
19th December, 1895, and to which was referred “ A Bill to amend 
the Factories and Shops A ct 1890 and for other purposes ” have 
the honour to report as follows :—

Your Committee have held nine sittings, and have examined 32 witnesses, 
representing employers and employes in the following trades :—Boot, Furniture (both 
European and Chinese), Clothing, Box making and Sugar manufacturing, Drapery, 
Bread naaking, Butchers and Milk vendors, as well as the officers administering the 
Factories and Shops Act.

Having given careful consideration to the evidence so taken your Committee 
have the honour to report as follows :—

1. Clause 3, sub-clause (1) (a), page 2—That one or more persons in the 
furniture trade and bake-houses should constitute a factory.

Sub-clause (2 )—That facilities should be given to meet the pressing require
ments of laundries in executing orders of an urgent nature.

2. Clause 4, page 2— Omit this clause.

3. Clause 7, page|3—That the fee should not exceed 2s. 6d.

4. Clause 9, page 3, line 38—That the following words at the end of the clause 
be omitted :—“ or of any factory or work-room which is not kept in conformity with 
the Factories and Shops Acts.”

5. Clause 14, sub-clause (1), page 4—That the particulars to be given in the 
record which may be published should relate only to work and wages and the ages of 
workers under sixteen.

Sub-clauses (2) and (3)—That after the word “ kept,” in line 31, the word 
“ printed ” be inserted.

Sub-clause (4), line 9—Omit “ Forty ” and insert “ Twenty.”

6. Clause 15, sub-clause (2), page 5, line 19—Omit “ T en” and insert “ Two.”
Sub-clause (4), page 5—That the particulars that may be published should 

relate only to charges of sweating.

7. Clause 15, sub-clause (5), page 5—That this clause should be omitted, as 
persons who issue or give out material should not be made liable for the actions of 
occupiers of factories over whom they have no control.

8. Clause 16, page 6—That this clause be omitted, your Committee being 
of opinion that as the Boards will be empowered to fix prices and as the manufac
turers will, under the Act, be required to keep a full record of all work given out 
permits will not be required.



8 a .  Clause 17, page 7, Boards— That the balance of evidence is in favour of the 
appointment of a separate Board for each trade, i.e., clothing or wearing apparel, 
hoots and shoes, and furniture.

Each Board should consist of not more than five representing the employers 
and not more than five representing the employes, as may he prescribed.

Each Board should be elected half by the employers arid half by the employes.
Employers to vote according to the average number of hands in their employ, 

including outside workers, and to be entitled to vote according to the class for which 
each factory pays registration fee, viz. :—Factories employing one to ten hands, one 
v o te ; eleven to 30 hands, two votes ; 31 to 60 hands, three votes ; 61 hands and 
upwards, four votes.

All employes working in factories to be entitled to vote for four representatives.
All outside workers to be entitled to vote for one representative.
The Chairman should be elected by each Board, or, failing agreement, by the 

Governor in Council.
Each Board should be for the whole colony, and should fix the lowest log for 

prices, also the proportion of apprentices and improvers. *
Each Board should have the power of deciding the hours of labour of girls? 

women, and children only.
Clause 17, page 9, omit “ Twenty ” and insert “ Ten.”
Clause 17, page 9, line 20, omit “ Fifty ” and insert “ Twenty-five.”
Clause 17, page 9, line 20, omit “ a third or.”
Clause 17, page 9, line 21, omit “ imprisonment for any period not exceeding

three months ” and insert “ a penalty of not less than Fifty pounds nor more than 
One hundred pounds.”

9. Clause 21, page 12, line 17, omit the words “ and in such notice he shall 
direct such occupier to forthwith notify to the council for the district that the Chief

. Inspector has given such notice.”

10. Clause 22, page 12, sub-clause (2), line 40, omit “ F iv e ” and insert 
“ Two,” and in line 41, omit “ T w o ” and insert “ One,” and on same line omit 
“ Twenty ” and insert “ Five.”

11. Clause 24, sub-clauses (1) and (2), page 13, Overtime.—That no girl under 
sixteen years of age should be allowed to work overtime, and no woman or girl over 
sixteen to work more than eleven hours in any one day, nor later than Nine p.m.

Overtime should be allowed without obtaining a permit for any time not 
exceeding two days in any one week nor for more than 30 days in any twelve months, 
conditional upon immediate notice being given to the Chief Inspector, and a record 
being kept of such overtime.

For any overtime required beyond that a perm it m ust be obtained.
I f  permits be refused by the Chief Inspector the right of appeal should be to 

the Board.
All overtime to be paid for at the rate of time and a half, and tea money not 

less than 6d. to be given.
Sub-clause (3 )—T hat revocation of permit for overtime should be only 

in the case of a breach of the conditions under which it was granted.

12. Clause 26, page 13, line 31, omit the words “ and such other conditions as 
the Minister may think fit.”

13. Clause 27— That this clause shall apply to the whole of the furniture trade, 
not only to the Chinese.

Clause 27, page 13, line 39, omit “ F ive” and insert “ Six.”
Clause 27, sub-clause (2), line 44, omit “ T w enty” and insert “ Ten/*
Clause 27, sub-clause (2), page 14, line 1, omit “ Fifty ” and insert “ Twenty-

five.”

14. Clause 32— Omit this clause.



15. Clause 33—Omit this clause.

16. Clause 38, page 16—Evidence lias been given that different trades, giving 
employment to about 3,000 hands, have been in the habit for many years of closing 
on the Saturday afternoon.

This relates chiefly to the City of Melbourne ; but in the same area a 
considerable number of shops representing probably a larger number of employes 
have been and are open on Saturday afternoon.

The clause as drafted would enable the latter to outvote those who are in the 
habit of closing on Saturday, and thus cancel an arrangement that has been found to 
work well for their convenience, and that of a large section of the general public.

I t is therefore recommended that a proviso, as follows, be inserted :—“ Provided 
also that no shopkeeper shall be deemed guilty of a breach of any such by-law by 
reason only of his not complying with the same if he shall close and keep closed his 
shop on the Saturday of each and every week during which he shall fail to comply 
with such by-law from the hour of Two "o’clock in the afternoon.”

17. Clause 39, page 16—This clause should include Brighton and Northcote.

18. Clause 42, page 18, line 42—After “ employed ” insert “ exclusively.”

19. Clause 43, page 19—That a proviso should be inserted as follows :— 
“ That in any week in which a public holiday occurs, and such public holiday not 
being on a Saturday, the eleven hours’ work may be done on two days in such week 
provided the shop be closed for the public holiday.”

20. Clause 44, page 19—Omit this clause.

21. Clause 45, page 20—Omit this clause.

22. Clause 46, page 20, line 15—Insert before “ or ” the word “ bread.”

23. Clause 47, page 20, line 23—Omit “ F ive” and insert “ Two.”
Clause 47, page 20, line 24—Omit “ Two ” and insert “ One.”
Clause 47, page 20, line 25—Omit “ Twenty ” and insert “ Ten.”

24. Clause 48, page 20—That Bakers be allowed to close one whole day per 
month in lieu of half a day in each week.

That Butchers and vendors of milk be allowed to close at One o’clock instead 
of Eleven o’clock in the forenoon.

25. Clause 49, page 20, line 38—Omit “ eleven ” insert “ one.”
Clause 49, page 20, line 39— Omit “ forenoon ” insert “ afternoon.”

26. Clause 51, page 21—That in lieu of “ One o’clock” a clause be inserted 
similar to the New Zealand Act, that the shop shall be closed at half-past One, and 
the employes not employed after Two o’clock. The clause to apply to bakers who 
prefer one day per month.

27. Clause 51, sub-clause (1), page 21, line 15— After “ afternoon” insert “ or 
in the morning.” »

28. Insert new sub-clause— (3) For the purpose of this section every waitress 
employed in a restaurant coffee palace hotel eating-house or fish and oyster shop 
shall be deemed to be a person employed in a shop and the keeper proprietor or
occupier of every such restaurant coffee palace hotel eating-house or fish and oyster
shop shall be deemed to be the occupier of a shop within the meaning of the said
section.



29. Clause 52, page 21—Information should be laid in the case of all offences, 
except those connected with the furniture trade, within two months.

30. Clause 55, page 22, line 29—Before u bakehouses ” insert “ bread or.”

31. Clause 57, page 23—That boots should be stamped as well as furniture.

32. Penalties.— That in the opinion of your Committee the penalties are 
excessive, and should be materially modified, and that both employer and employ^ 
should be liable to similar penalties.

33. T hat the Act should be limited in its operation to a period of three years.

11th February, 1896.



PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE.

T he Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood 
T . D. W anliss 
J .  A . W allace 
J .  Sternberg 
H . Cuthbert 
S. W . Cooke

W E D N E S D A Y , 1 5 t h  JA N U A R Y , 1896 .

Members present:

The Hon. S. Austin
W . I. W in ter-Irv ing  
N . Thornley
J .  M. P ra tt  
F . S. Grimwade.

T he C lerk read ex trac t from the M inutes of the Proceedings of the 19th December, 1895, 
referring to the appointm ent of the Committee.

T he H on. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . Sargood was called to the Chair.
Jo h n  Bedggood examined by the Committee.
T he  Committee adjourned until to-morrow, a t Four o’clock.

T he  H on. N . Thornley 
J .  M . P ra tt  
W . I .  W inter-Irv ing 
T . D . W anliss 
S. W . Cooke.

T H U R S D A Y , 1 6 t h  JA N U A R Y , 18 9 6 .

Members present:

T he H on, Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . S a r g o o d ,  in the  Chair;
T he H on. H . C uthbert 

S. A ustin  
F . S. G-rimwade 
J .  A . W allace 
J .  S ternberg

Thom as H arkness examined by the Committee.
T he Hons. J .  S ternberg and T . D. W anliss here entered the room and took their seats. 
E xam ination of w itness continued.
T h e  Hons. N . Thornley and J .  M. P ra t t  here entered the room and took their seats. 
E xam ination of witness continued.
T h e  H on. W . I .  W in ter-Irv ing  here entered the room and took his seat.
E xam ination of w itness continued.
Jo h n  W illiam Billson examined by the Committee.
T he Hon. F . T . D erham  exam ined by the Committee.
A lfred  H . George examined by the Committee.
T he Committee adjourned until Tuesday nex t, a t half-past Tw o o’clock.

T U E S D A Y , 2 1 s t  JA N U A R Y , 1 8 9 6 .

Members present:

T he H on. Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T . S a r g o o d ,  in the Chair j
The Hon. T . D. W anliss 

F . S. Grimwade 
W . I . W inter-Irving 
J .  M. P ra tt.

T he  Hon. S. W . Cooke 
J .  A . W allace 
S. A ustin  
J .  S ternberg

A lfred H . George further examined by the Committee.
T he H on. S. A ustin  here entered the room and took his seat. •
E xam ination of witness continued.
T he H on. J .  Sternberg here entered the room and took his seat.
E x a m in a t io n  o f  w itn e s s  co n tin u ed .
T he Hon. T . D . W anliss here entered the room and took his seat.
E x a m in a t io n  o f  w itn e s s  co n tin u ed .
T he Hon. F . S. Grimwade here entered the room and took his seat.
E x a m in a t io n  o f  w itn e s s  c o n tin u e d . .
T he Hons. W . I .  W inter-Irv ing and J .  M. P ra tt  here entered the room and took their seats.
Jo h n  K elleher exam ined by the Committee.
Jo h n  M acLellan examined by the Committee.
T he Committee adjourned until to-morrow, a t Three o’clock.



W E D N E S D A Y , 2 2 n d  JA N U A R Y , 1896. 

Members present:

T he H on. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . S a r g o o d ,  iu the C h a ir ;

The I-Ion. S. W . Cooke 
J .  A . W allace 
F . S. Grrimwade 
H . C uthbert

T he Hon. T . D. W anliss 
S. A ustin  
N. Thornley.

Jo h n  M acLellan fu rther exam ined by the  Committee.
The Hon. S. A ustin here entered the  room and took his seat. 
E xam ination  of w itness continued.
The H on. N . Thornley here entered the room and took his seat. 
Exam ination of w itness continued.
H enry A . Harwood exam ined by the Committee.
T he Committee adjourned until M onday next, a t Four o’clock.

M O N D A Y , 27th JA N U A R Y , 1896.

Members present:
T he H on. L ieut.-Col. S ir F . T . S a r g o o d ,  in the Chair ;

T he Hon. S. A ustin
H . C uthbert 
J .  A . W allace

T he Hon. T . D. W anliss
W . I .  W inter-Irving 
J .  M. P ra tt.

H enry A. Harwood further examined by the  Committee.
T he H on. J .  A . W allace here entered the room and took his seat.
E xam ination of w itness continued.
T he Hons. T . D. W anliss, W . I .  W inter-Irv ing, and J .  M. P ra tt  here entered the  room and took 

their seats.
E xam ination  of w itness continued.
A rth u r W ood exam ined by the Committee.
Charles P . Hodges exam ined by the  Committee.
H enry A . H arw ood recalled and further exam ined by the Committee.
Chung W ar examined by the Committee.
Sun Y ee H ing exam ined by th e  Committee.
H arrison Ord exam ined by the Committee.
T he Committee adjourned until W ednesday next, a t half-past Tw o o’clock.

W E D N E S D A Y , 29th JA N U A R Y , 1896. 

Members presen t:

T he Hon. L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . S a r g o o d ,  in the C h a ir ;

T he H on. S. W. Cooke 
H . Cuthbert 
J .  S ternberg 
J .  A . W allace

T he Hon. N . Thornley 
S. A ustin  
J .  M; Pratt.

Edmond Cooke examined by the Committee.
T he Hon. J .  S ternberg here entered the room and took his seat. 
Exam ination of w itness continued.
T he Hon. J .  A . W allace here entered th e  room and took his seat. 
Exam ination of w itness continued.
T he Hon. N . Thornley here entered the room and took his seat. 
E xam ination  of w itness continued.
The Hon. S. A ustin  here entered the room and took his seat. 
Exam ination of w itness continued.
B arnett Sniders examined by the Committee.
J .  C. Benfold exam ined by the Committee.
Jo e l B arnett exam ined by the Committee.
The Hon. J .  M. P ra t t  here entered the room and took his seat. 
Exam ination of w itness continued.
The Committee adjourned un til F riday  nex t, a t half-past T en  o’clock.



Members presen t:
The Hon, Lieut.-Col, Sir F . T. S a r g o o d ,  in the Chair ;

T he Hon. H . C uthbert T he Hon. N . Thornley
S. A ustin  W. I,. W interTrving.
J .  A . W allace

H enry Fow ler examined by the Committee.
T he Hons. J .  A. 'Wallace and N . Thornley here entered the room and took their seats. 
Exam ination of witness continued.
Samuel H arrison examined by the Committee.
The Hon. W. I. W inter-Irv ing here entered the room and took his Beat.
Exam ination of witness continued.
Daniel Brown examined by the Committee.
Thomas Freem an examined by the Committee.
Miss M. G. C uthbertson examined by the Committee.
Harrison Ord further examined by the Committee.
T he Committee adjourned until Monday next, at hajf-past Three o’clock,

M O N D A Y , 3rd F E B R U A R Y , 1896. 

Members presen t:

T he H on. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . S a r g o o d ,  in the Chair j
T he Hon. T . D. W anliss 

S. W . Cooke 
J .  A . W allace 
N . Thornley

Harrison Ord further examined by the Committee.
T he Hon. J .  M. P ra tt  here entered the room and took his seat. 
Exam ination of witness continued.
T he Hon. H . C uthbert here entered the room and took his seat. 
Exam ination o f w itness continued.
The Hon, W . L  W inter-Irving here entered the room and took his seat. 
Exam ination of w itness continued.
J .  F . R ichardson examined by the Committee.
George Argo T urner examined by the Committee.
Thomas Fram e examined by the Committee.
J .  H ym an examined by the Committee.
Carl Andersen examined by the Committee.
Charles A . Topp examined by the Committed.
Joh n  Garrow examined by the Committed.
H enry H urst examined by the Committed!
Jam es Morris examined by the Committee,
Robert W alker examined by the Committee.
Jam es M orris recalled and further examined by the Committee.
T he Committee adjourned.

The Hon. J .  M. P ra tt 
H . C uthbert 
W . I . W inter-Irving.

W E D N E S D A Y , 5th F E B R U A R Y , 1896,

Members present :

T he Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T . S a r g o o d ,  in the Chair ;
T he H on. T . D . W anliss T he Hon. J .  M. P ra tt

S. W . Cooke H . Cuthbert
J .  A . W allace W. I . W inter-Irving
N . Thornley J • Sternberg!

The Chairman brought up a D raft Report. „
Paragraph  1— T he Hon. T . D . W anliss moved* T hat the following words be added to the para

graph ;— u and the undue concentration Of population in Melbourne by means of protective duties oil ihdus
tries not natural to a young and sparsely populated colony.”

Question— T h at the words proposed to bo added be so added—put.
The Committee divided.

Aye, 1.
The Hon. T . D. W anliss.

Noes, 7.
The Hon. H . Cuthbert 

N. Thornley 
J* A, Wallace 
S. W, Cooke 
W, I. W inter-Irving 
J ,  Mi P ra tt 
J ,  Sternberg.



P arag rap h  postponed.
P arag rap h  2 agreed to .

A yes, 7.
T h e  H on. N . Thornley 

J .  A . W allace 
T . D . W anliss 
S. W . Cooke 
W . I . W in ter-Irv in g  
J .  M . P ra t t  
J .  S ternberg,

A nd so i t  w as resolved in  th e  affirmative.
P arag rap h  3 agreed to.
Clause 9 of the B ill— Ordered— T h a t the following words a t the  end o f the clause be omitted 

“ or of any factory or work-room w hich is not kept in conformity w ith  the Factories and Shops A cts.”
P aragraph  4 agreed to.
Clause 14 of the B ill, sub-clause 2, page 4, line 31, and sub-clause (3), page 5, line 1— Ordered—  

T h a t the word “ printed ” be inserted after “  kep t.”
Same clause, sub-clause (4), line 9— O rdered— T h a t the  w ord “ F o rty  ” be om itted and “ T w en ty ” 

inserted.
P arag raph  5— Clause 15 of the  B ill, sub-clause (2), page 5, line 19— Ordered— T h a t the  w ord “ T e n ”  

be om itted and “ T w o ” inserted.
P arag rap h , as amended, agreed to.
P arag raph  6 agreed to.
T h e  Committee adjourned un til to-morrow, a t half-past T w o o’clock.

N o, 1.
T he  Hon. H . C uthbert.

T H U R S D A Y , 6 t h  F E B R U A R Y , 1896. 

Members 'present:

T h e  H on. L ieut.-Col. Sir F . T . S a r g o o d ,  in the  C h a ir ;
T he  H on. J .  A . W allace 

S. W . Cooke 
N . Thornley 
T . D . W anliss 
J .  S ternberg

T h e  Hon. H . C uthbert
W . I. W in ter-Irv ing  
S. A ustin  
J .  M . P ra tt.

T he  D raft R eport was fu rth er considered.
P arag raph  7 postponed.
P arag rap h  8, sub-paragraphs 1 and 2 agreed to . '
T he  H on. J .  M. P ra t t  here entered the room and took his seat.
T h e  H on. S. A ustin  here entered the  room and took his seat. '
Same paragraph, sub-paragraph 3— Question— T h a t employers should vote according to the average 

num ber of hands in the ir employ, including outside w orkers— put.
T he Com m ittee divided.

N o, 1.
T h e  H on. H . Cuthbert.

A yes, 8.
T h e  Hon. J .  A . W allace 

S. W . Cooke 
N . Thornley  
T . D . W anliss 
J .  S ternberg  
W . I .  W in ter-Irv ing  
S. A ustin  
J .  M. P ra t t .

A nd so it was resolved in th e  affirmative.
Sub-paragraph am ended and agreed to.
P arag raph  8, as amended, agreed to.
Postponed paragraph  7— Question— T h a t perm its are not now necessary as the Board will be 

empowered to fix prices, and as the  m anufacturers will be required to keep a  fu ll record of a ll w ork given 
out— put.

T h e  Com m ittee divided.
A yes, 8. N o, 1.

T he H on. J .  A . W allace 
S. W . Cooke 
N . T horn ley  
T . D . W anliss 
J .  S ternberg  
W . I .  W in ter-Irv ing  
S. A ustin  
J .  M . P ra tt.

T he Hon. H . Cuthbert.
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Clause 16 of the B ill— Ordered— T hat th is clause be omitted.
1 aragraph 9 amended and agreed to.

“ and a i^ iaU f t  ^  Ordered— T h at the following words a t the end of the clause he omitted
and such other conditions as the M inister may th ink fit ”

P aragraph  10, clause 27 of the Bill.
T he Committee deliberated.
Question— T h a t this paragraph be agreed to—put.
T he Comm ittee divided.

a Yqs> 4. Noes, 5.
The Hon. J .  M. P ra t t  T he Hon. N . Thornley

S, A ustin  
J .  S ternberg 
H . C uthbert.

S. W . Cooke 
J .  A . W allace 
W . I .  W inter-Irv ing 
T . D . W anliss.

A nd so it passed in the  negative.
P arag rap h  postponed.

,. P arag raph  11, clause 32 of the  B ill— Ordered— T h at this clause be omitted, the  Hon. H . C uthbert 
dissenting.

Clause 33 of the B ill— O rdered— T h at this clause be omitted.
Clause 37 of the B ill— Question— T h at this clause be agreed to— put.
T he Committee divided.

Noes, 2.
T he Hon. J .  A . W allace 

T . D, W anliss.

A yes, 7.
The Hon. S. W . Cooke 

N . Thornley 
J .  S ternberg 
H . C uthbert 
S. A ustin  
J .  M . P ra t t  
W . I .  W inter-Irv ing .

A nd  so it was resolved in the affirmative.
P arag rap h  12 agreed to.
P arag raph  13 agreed to.
C lause 42 of the  B ill, page 18, line 42— Ordered— T h a t the  word “ exclusively” be inserted after 

“ employed.”
P arag rap h  14 agreed to.
Clause 44 of the B ill— Ordered— T hat th is clause be omitted w ith a view to its being inserted, 

amended, as a sub-clause to clause 51.
Clause 45 of the B ill— Ordered— T h at this clause be omitted.
Clause 46 o f the  B ill, page 20, line 15— Ordered— T h a t the  word “ b read ” be inserted before “ or.”
Clause 47 o f the  Bill, page 20, line 24— Ordered— T h at the word “ T w o ” be omitted and “ One 

pound ” inserted, and in line 25 the word “ T w e n ty ” be om itted and “ T e n ” inserted.
P arag raph  15— Question— T h at th is paragraph be agreed to—put.
T he  Committee divided.

Noes, 4.
The Hon. J .  A . W allace 

T . D . W anliss 
J .  S ternberg 
S. Austin.

A yes, 5.
T he Hon. H . C uthbert 

N . Thornley 
S. W . Cooke 
W . I . W in ter-Irv ing  
J .  M . P ra tt.

A nd  so i t  was resolved in the affirmative.
Clause 49 of the Bill, page 20, line 36— O rdered— T h at the  word “ eleven ”  be omitted and “ one ” 

inserted, and in line 39 the word “ forenoon ”  be omitted and “ afternoon ” inserted.
Paragraph  16 agreed to.
Clause 51 of the Bill, sub-clause (1), line 15— Ordered— T h at the words “ or in the m orning” be 

inserted after “ afternoon.”
Ordered— T h a t clause 44, as amended, be inserted as a sub-clause to clause 51.
P arag raph  17 agreed to.
Clause 55 of the B ill, page 22, line 29—Ordered— T hat the words “ bread o r ” be inserted before 

“ bakehouses.”
P aragraph  18, clause 57 of the Bill, agreed to, the  Hon. J .  A . W allace dissenting.
P arag rap h  19 agreed to .
P aragraph  20 agreed to.
Postponed paragraph 10, clause 27 of the Bill, page 13, line 39— Question— T hat the word “ F iv e ’* 

be omitted and “ S ix  ”  inserted—put.
T he Committee divided.

Ayes, 5.
T he Hon. J .  A . W allace 

N . Thornley 
S. W . Cooke 
W . I. W inter-Irv ing  
J .  M . P ra tt.

Noes, 2.
T he Hon. H . C uthbert 

J .  Sternberg.



Clause 27 of the B ill, sub-clause (3)— Q uestion— T h a t this sub-clause be omitted-—put.
T he Committee divided.

A yes, 3. 'N oes, 4;
T he Hon. J .  A . W allace T he Hon. S. W . Cooke

J .  S ternberg  N . Thornley
W . I .  W in ter-Irv ing . H . C uthbert

j J .  M . P ra tt.
A nd so it passed in the  negative.
Same clause, sub-clause (2), line 44— O rdered— T h a t the  word “ T w enty  ” be omitted and “ T e n ” 

inserted, and on page 14, line 1, the word “ F ifty  ” be omitted and “ T w enty-five” inserted.
T he Committee adjourned.

T U E S D A Y , 1 1 th  F E B R U A R Y , 1896.

Members p resen t:
T he H on. L ieut.-C ol. Sir F . T . S a r g o o d , in the C h a ir ;

T he  Hon. T . D . W anliss T he  H on, J .  M. P ra tt
j .  A . W allace H . Cuthbert.
S. W. Cooke

T he  Chairm an subm itted the  R eport, w hich wias fu rther amended and agreed to. 
T he  H on. H . C uthbert here entered the room and took his seat.
O rdered— T h a t the C hairm an report to the Council.
T he Committee adjourned.
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Sun Y ee H in g  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  50
H arrison O rd ...  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  ••• ••• ••• 5 1 ,7 2 ,7 6
E dm ond Cooke . . .  . . .  . . .  ••• . . .  . . .  ••• 56
B arnett Sniders . . .  . . .  ••• . . .  . . .  ••• 59
Jo h n  C. Benfold . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  60
Jo e l B arn e tt . . .  . . .  . . .  ••• . . .  ... ••• ••• 62
H enry  Fow ler . . .  . . .  . . .  ••• ••• ••• 65
Sam uel H arrison  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  ••• ••• ••• 66
D aniel B row n . . .  . . .  . . .  ••• ••• ••• ••• 68
Thom as F reem an . . .  . . .  . . .  ••• . . .  ••• ••• 69
M iss M argaret G . C uthbertson .. .  . . .  ••• . . .  ••• . . .  69
Jo seph  F . R ichardson ... . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  ••• ••• 82
G eorge A rgo  T u rn er ...  . . .  .. .  .. .  ... . . .  ••• 83
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M INUTES OF EVIDENCE.

W E D N E S D A Y , 1 5 t h  JA N U A R Y , 1 8 9 6 .

Members 'present:
The Hon. Lieut.-Col. Sir F . T . S a r g o o d ,  K.C.M .G., in the C h a ir;

The Hon. J .  SternbergThe Hon. S. A ustin
S. W. Cooke
H . Cuthbert 
F . S. Grimwade 
J .  M. P ra tt

N. Thornley 
J .  A . W allace 
T . D. Wanliss 
W. I. W inter-Irving.

John  Bedggood examined.
1. B y  the Hon. the Chmrman.— W hat are you ?-^Boot manufacturer and importer, representing the 

Employers* Union.
2. How long have you been in the colony ?——Forty-four years.
3. On an average, how many hands do you employ ?—-Three hundred.
4. W hat proportion are male and female ?— Roughly speaking, I  should say two-.thirds male and one- 

third female.
5. You have been supplied w ith a copy of the B ill?—Yes.
6. Have you considered it? — Yes, I  have. I  thought, if it was not taking up too much time of the 

Committee, we would go through it, and I  would give you my notes upon each section. On page 3, clause 
9, on the 4th line, after the words t( factory or work-room ” it runs-—“ and he ” (that is, the Chief Inspector) 
“ may (w ith the approval of the M inister) cancel the registration of any office, building, or place so regis
tered, if at any time he is satisfied th a t it is not used as a factory or work-room, or of any factory or work
room which is not kept in conformity w ith the Factories and Shops A ct.” We wish to have that deleted, 
as we think tha t is too arbitrary.

7. B y  the Hon. F. S . Grimwade.—Do you represent the trade ?—I  represent the Employers’ Union 
generally. -

8. B y  the Hon. the Chai/rma/n.— The object of the deletion would be to remove from the M inister 
the power of cancelling ?—Yes. W e wish to have the power of appeal to the courts of law if we make an 
error. Then go to page 4, clause 10, sub-section 8. We would like the term of u disuse” stated. 
There is no term there stated. I t  m ight be disuse for a day, and then the Chief Inspector would have the 
power to cancel. W e would suggest a term  of six  months at least. Then on page 5, clause 15, in the 
penalty clause, sub-section 2, it says— “ a penalty not exceeding Ten pounds.” W e think it will be exceed
ingly hard upon small manufacturers to be fined in such a sum, and yet the authorities have the power to 
do so. We would suggest tha t tha t should be reduced to a couple of guineas. The error or fault might 
lie w ith a clerk, and the occupier of the factory—either through his own ignorance or his own fault-—might 
not be aware of it, and he m ight suffer too severely.

9. B y  the Hon. T . D . W anliss.— Would not such a record as is prescribed in th a t clause be an 
impediment to business ?—Beyond question, but we do not wish to offer a total opposition to it.

10. B y  the Hon. the Chai/rman.— This is almost a copy of the existing A ct ?—Yes.
11. Have you in the past found any inconvenience from keeping those records ?— Speaking for 

ourselves— no ; for the Employers* Union—th at question did not arise. I  was not instructed upon the 
question.

12. You suggest a maximum penalty of Two guineas?—Yes.
13. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— Would that be for a first offence ?—W e would make tha t the maximum. 

Then take clause 17 on page 7— 66 Power to appoint Board to fix prices for certain work.” We are very 
strongly of opinion tha t the Board should be an elective one. I t  could be elected on behalf of the manu
facturers* interest by votes, and the votes might be given according to the number of hands as per register, 
which they have now a record of. As regards the operatives, they would have to thrash that matter out 
for themselves in order to be represented. Speaking for ourselves, we wish the Board elected. Take the 
hoot manufacturers for example. W e send in yearly returns of the hands we employ and the wages we 
pay, and those registers are get-at-able a t any time, and according to the number of hands we employ and 
the amount paid we should have a vote. As to the power to elect on the Board, the elective Board should 
he on the one side for the boot manufacturers, and on the other hand for the boot operatives. We suggest 
a t least five on each side ; that would be a Board of ten with a chairman, and the chairman, we suggest, 
should be elected from among the Board. I f  the Board cannot agree we would suggest a County Court 
Judge, hut, under any circumstances, we press very strongly that no member of the Board shall be 
connected w ith politics or municipal affairs. H e m ust be independent of either, and the chairman, we 
would suggest, should be a County Court Judge, if we cannot agree among ourselves as to the appointment 
o f a chairman.

14. B y  the Hon. the Chavrmem.— There are other trades besides the boot trade, and if you want a 
County Court Judge for each body there will not be enough Judges ?— I  see that difficulty, but we must 
have an independent chairman, and each industry must have a Board of its own. Here the Government 
have the power to appoint a Board, and they may appoint a jeweller to sit upon a Boot Board, or vice versd, 
which would render the thing inoperative.

15. A re there any em ployers outside the E m ployers’ U nion ?— V ery few  boot manufacturers are 
connected  w ith  the E m ployers’ U nion. I  think there are only three. W e "would g ive  every boot manu
facturer the right to be elected .

16. For any g iven  tim e ?— W e su ggest for at least tw o years, or more if possible.
17. B y  the Hon. F . S. G rim w ade.^-You would, not have more than one operative or more than one 

employer out of one factory ?—No, certainly not, We want a Board free from political or municipal 
influence. I t  is too dangerous.

F a c t o r ie s ,



18. B y  the Hon. T. H . W anliss.— You would not object to members of the Trades’ H a ll?—I  do not 
object, they have as much righ t to he represented as we have.

19. B y  the Hon. TV. I .  W in ter-Irv in g .— W hy do you object to municipal influence ?—I t  influences 
votes too much. W e m ust have the Board free from any party  influence.

20. B y  the Hon. II . Guthbert.— I  think it is out of the question to accede to the wish to have a 
County Court Ju d g e  nominated as the chairman. W e have only six County Court Judges in Melbourne, 
and they have to attend to the business of the courts, and it would be impossible for them to attend to this 
m atter as well. Suppose a County Court Jud g e  is not appointed, whom would you desire to see upon it as 
chairman, provided the Board itself could not agree ?— I  ivould not like to say whom, but certainly he must 
be free from political influence.

21. A ny one that m ight be appointed by the Governor in Council free from political influence ?— 
Yes. I  do not th ink  there would be any objection to tha t. W e would prefer to appoint our own chairman. 
I  do not th ink  there would be m uch difficulty in getting a respectable citizen to act.

22. B y  the Hon. J . Sternberg.— W hy do you prefer an elective B oard?— W e think those nominated 
by the Governor in Council are too much influenced by political affairs.

23. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— A nd you feel it absolutely necessary th a t those members of the 
Board should have a practical knowledge of the particular branch of trade w ith  which they have to deal ?— 
Beyond question, but the other is ju st as im portant. Now as to clause 17, sub-section 1 , we think this is a 
m ost dangerous power for the Board to have to fix rates and prices. “ In  fixing such lowest price or rate 
the special Board shall take into consideration the nature, kind, and class of the work, and the mode and 
manner in which the work is to be done, and any m atter which may from time to time be prescribed.” We 
should like th a t deleted from the words “ in fixing ” to the end of the paragraph. W e think it is too 
dangerous for any Board to have the power to fix the prices, and the mode of work more particularly.

24. T he Board is to fix the p rice?— W e need not give the Board that power. T he power lies 
between the employer and employe. Sw eating in our line of business in America is totally unknown, 
because everyone works inside the factories; there is no outside or home labour. A lthough here the 
sweating is said, by the great bulk of the labour M embers, to exist outside the factories in w hat they call 
home labour, I, myself, say tha t is untrue. T he great bulk of the sweating existing in V ictoria is inside 
the factories ; of the causes, I  have my own knowledge. In  Am erica no one attem pts to interfere w ith the 
mode and manner in which the work is done inside. No tw o m anufacturers in our line of business work 
on the same lines, and it would be impossible for any Board to come to a conclusion as to w hat we should 
do as to the mode and manner of work. I  do not say they could not fix the  price and w hat I  should be 
compelled to pay, but the “ mode and m anner ” m ust be erased if possible. W e work certain machines that 
our fellow m anufacturers do not work, and vice versa. T he Board m ight impose upon us the working of 
such machines in such a way th a t we m ight become bankrupt, or they m ight be in our favour. They 
m ust leave the mode and m anner of a man working his own business to himself.

25. B y  the Hon. F. S. Grimwade.— T h a t would include the patterns of goods ?— The pattern does 
not define the quality. T he m aterial defines the quality in our business.

26. In  some businesses the  mode and manner would include the p a tte rn ?— Yes, but not w ith us.
27. B y  the H on. I I .  Guthbert.— W hat would be the use of appointing a Board if they had not the 

power to fix the price or rate for the w ork to be done ?— Speaking for myself, I  would have no objection to 
their having the power to fix prices for the w ork done, bu t the mode and manner must not be interfered 
w ith.

28. Y ou would be satisfied if the w ords—“ mode and m anner in which the work was to be done” 
were left out ?— Yes. I f  the w ords— “ and the mode and manner in which the work is to be done, and any 
m atter which may from time to tim e be prescribed ”— are deleted I  th ink it  would meet the views of the 
body I  represent.

29. B y  the Hon. the Chairmam.— As a m atter of fact you have fixed prices ?—Yes ; but they are not 
kept to, and th a t is the cause of sweating.

30. B y  the Hon. H . Guthbert.— W hy not allow those words to remain in— “ and any m atter which 
may from time to time be prescribed ”— th a t is by regulation ?— I th ink  th a t would give them too large 
power. I  th ink it  would be a fair thing, and we are quite w illing th a t prices should be fixed, th a t a man 
should earn a living wage, but we m ust not be interfered w ith  in the mode and m anner of carrying on the 
business, whereby we have the power to give th a t living w ag e ; if  so, you will injure th a t power.

31. B y  the Hon. F. S. Grimwade.— T here is a price fixed now ?— Yes, but it  is not kept to, the 
workmen do not keep it, they give it back to the m anufacturer. T h a t is done every hour in the week. 
T h a t is the result of tw o men running after one m aster; wages will fall. Then we come to sub-section 2, 
and we have partly  dealt w ith  that. The chairman m ust be elected and not appointed. I  would like to 
call attention to sub-section 4, where we are asked to fix up in legible Roman characters in some conspicuous 
place the rates of paym ent, and fixing the holidays and so on. I t  seems to us we m ight as well show the 
whole of our business at once. I t  is also mentioned— “ in such d istric t.” In  another part of the A ct they 
define a district, w hich is said to be w ithin about 10 miles of M elbourne. Now it is proposed by Mr. 
Davis to include 10 miles from the G eneral Post-office, and 5 miles from the post-offices of Geelong, Bal
larat, and Bendigo. T h a t is one of the most stupid clauses ever introduced into a B ill—w hat is to prevent 
us going 1 0  miles outside ? W e have the m achinery and the capital, and we can go 10 miles outside. We 
would get cheaper buildings and cheaper land, and the cost of cartage is infinitesimal. This A ct must 
apply to the whole of the colony. T here m ust not be two laws for two persons. W e are very strong upon 
th a t point. I t  m ust apply to the colony generally. I f  it is good for Melbourne it  is good for Ballarat; 
if it is good for B allarat it  is good.for Colac. T here must be no separate districts.

32. B y  the Hon. I I . Guthbert.— Do you object to the words— “ and in such district there shall be 
kept painted or affixed in legible Roman characters in some conspicuous p lace” and so on? Y e s ; we 
think it is totally unnecessary.

33. I s  there anything like tha t in the present A ct ?— W e post up tha t statem ent. W e are not com
pelled to do it, bu t we do do it out of courtesy to the workmen. I t  is inside the factory. I t  m ight have been 
posted there five years ago— I  do not think it is there now— no one looks at it. A  workman knows what 
he is going to get j)aid. You cannot teach him. T hen on page 9, sub-section 7, dealing w ith apprentices 
and improvers, we th ink th a t the girls should be exem pted there. I f  you take a factory like our own, we 
have no apprentices ; we would not have th e m ; we would not be bothered w ith  them, bu t we have a few



fT  a„ few °dd j ?bS in cleaniKS off w hat we C»U the knots and ties, boxes, and so forth. To b r i n g  t h e m  under the same rule as an apprentice we think would be unnecessary and unfair.
34 b y  the Hon. F. S. Grimwade.— Are they usually under the age of eighteen ?— I  think thev are

They would commence about the age of fourteen, nothing under that

5 s a w t 5k h n / ^ ”^ f f ; , C,“ <Z' i f r t '7 W h a t l.W a g - S < l 0  they $e t? - T h = lowest wage we ever start a t is 5s a week but, as a rule, they are not more than six months before they get more than 5s. I f  they are
not worth tha t we get rid of them ; we do not want any one who is no use

36. You would make "apprentices and im provers” not to apply to girls under e ig h teen ?-Y es .
H o n ' tlie Chairman.— How many hours do they work per week ?—Forty-eiffht • never more w ith us. J >

week ?— P l S t y ^  W ' ^  W inter' Irv in 9 '— 1 ) 0  7 0u have ma°y applications for this work at 5s. a

39. Can they live upon it ?— No, they are members of families ; they could not live upon the 5 s. a
week As to the proportion of apprentices employed in the boot trade, we are allowed only so many
apprentices in proportion to the number of men employed. We take no apprentices ourselves. We found
lrp dl • ua£?- W u We 7  aPPrentlces’ that> in addition to teaching them their trade, we had to take care 
of their bodies and souls too. I f  an apprentice stayed away, and we applied to the parents, they would

i 1 better bring Bill up to the police-court,” so we find it is not worth while having them. 
We think the penalty clause of sub-section 8  is very severe ; we wish that to be cancelled.

40. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— W hat penalty would you have ?— W e think there should not be a 
penalty clause there. A  m anufacturerm ay, by a clerk’s error, be plunged into a terrible penalty. We think, 
if it is possible, that the matter should be proceeded with by summons, giving an employer an opportunity 
to take advantage of the courts of his country.

41. There would be a penalty, even in that case P— Yes, the m agistrates could have the power to
inflict one. r

42. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— The magistrates could inflict a fine of only Is.?—Yes, the offences 
m ight be of a trivial character, and you might disagree w ith the inspector. The other day he took a course 
th a t we thought not justifiable, and we said— “ Summon us.” H e did so, and we beat him ignominiously.
W e th ink the inspector has too great a power already, and we must have that power wiped out here here is
a case in p o in t; since this A ct has been drafted we were sued by the Chief Inspector of Factories because we 
did not see our way to accede to his request, and we beat him. We applied for permission to work over
time during October— we had applied often before, and were never refused, we have never had a common
summons delivered a t our factory— and this time we were refused this permission to work. We got an order 
from W estern A ustralia— “ I f  you can ship by a certain boat, ship it on ; if not, send the order on to 
Sydney.” We were refused permission ; we sent on the order, and Victoria lost that business. On the 
other hand, one of our fellow manufacturers worked two or three nights without permission ; he is told by 
the inspector— “ You have broken the law.'” H e then goes with some Member of this House to the 
Minister, and is granted permission, while we, as a respectable firm, were not allowed to work. We asked 
the reason for granting tha t permission, and we were told there were obvious reasons. The M inister said 
he had inquired, the Chief Inspector said he had inquired, and we asked why was our m atter not inquired 
into also.

4:3. There must be a penalty ?— Yes, but the penalty is too high ; it should be a t most a guinea or 
two guineas upon the first offence, and increased afterwards.

44. I f  you have a penalty the court would be bound to inflict th a t penalty ?— Yes, but there should 
be no case of imprisonment.

45. W hat do you say as to the third offence ?— T hat must be done away with. The idea of imprison
ment for a technical error is intolerable. Supposing some clerk in our establishment made two or three 
technical errors, should I , who have lived a decent, honourable life, be liable to imprisonment ? I f  they 
wish to apply these penalties to the employers let them also apply them to the workmen ; if it is good
for us it is good for them.

46. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— You object to the amount of penalty in the first and second cases, 
and you object entirely to imprisonment for the third offence ?— Yes, strongly. The next point is clause 19. 
W e cannot understand why a special Board should be appointed there. We think the one Board should 

-perform the whole of the work ; we think 48 hours is the minimum work per week.
47. You would fix the eight hours per day as the legal day ?— I  would, or 48 hours a week.
48. B y  the Hon. F . S. Grimwade.— W ith a right to occasional overtime on special occasions ?—

Yes.
49. B y the Hon. the Chai/rma/n.— You apply this only to manufacturers ?— Yes.
50. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— Do you think it unnecessary to appoint a particular Board for a par

ticular purpose ?— Yes ; if the Board can arrange prices it can arrange hours. The more Boards you elect 
the greater the difficulty. W e shall have to go before one Board one week and we may be upset afterwards 
by some special Board. W hy not let the one Board settle the whole m atter? The next point is the penalty 
clause of this section, which says—“ and shall on conviction be liable to a penalty for the first offence of not 
more than Tw enty pounds, and for the second offence of not less than Five pounds nor more than F ifty  pounds, 
and for a third or any subsequent offence to imprisonment for any period not exceeding three months.” 
There is the same objection to tha t as in the former case. Sub-section 2 of clause 2 0  deals with the 
sanitary condition of the factory or work-room. We think the Board of H ealth has already the power to 
deal w ith us in th a t matter, and we do not think tha t any Board tha t might be created in the future should 
take away this power.

51. B y  the Hon. J . M. Pratt.— They have to license you ?— Yes, but we would like it specified what 
Board it is. I f  it is the Board of H ealth it should be specified there. The most important clause in the 
whole Bill is clause 21, where the Chief Inspector has the power to deal with us. We think he ought to 
proceed by summons— the power is too arbitrary. I  have given you evidence of the powers of the Chief 
Inspector at present.

52. B y  the Hon. F. S. Grimwade.— Did you get costs in that case ?—Yes.
5 3 . B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— You would require the Chief Inspector to summon you and prove 

his case ?— Yes, as he has done in the past. We must have the right to appeal to the courts of our country.



Jehn Bedggood. 
15th January, 1896.

XV o cannot have any individual oi individuals w ith  the power to control our affairs or our destinies. This 
clause would bring about a terrible state of th ings. In  clause 24, sub-section 3, it says— a and on payment 
of the prescribed fee m ay, if he th inks fit," we th ink  it  ought to read— “ on payment of the prescribed fee 
may from time to .time,”  and so on. W e th ink if he th inks fit ” should be deleted. “  H e ” there means 
the M inister of the day. W e th ink  th a t is too a rb itrary  a power. T he present M inister of the day has not 
thought fit to g ran t our request, H e has absolute power, and we have no appeal ; we do not know the 
reason. I f  we asked the reason we probably should not get i t—-we would be told it was for reasons best 
know n to himself.

54. B y  the H o n . the Chairman.^— In  clause 26 it says he may insert such other conditions as the 
M inister may th ink  fit. H ave you had any experience of th a t ?— No, we have had none ourselves. Now, 
take clause 37 ; we th ink  the Em ployers’ L iability  A c t more than  covers all this, and we want the 
M inister to summon in the usual way. H e has the power to absolutely say “ Yes” or “ N o” himself all through 
the A ct, bu t in this clause we wish him  to proceed by summons and give us the righ t to prove our case.

55. B y  the Hon. J . M . P ra tt .— T h a t gives publicity ?— Yes, we w ant publicity. No honest man is 
afraid of publicity.

56. B y  the lio n . H . Cuthbert.— I f  it  is reported th a t a gas engine is in a dangerous state, should the 
M inister not have power to act prom ptly in th a t case ?— No ; it may be done out of spite. I f  you are 
a m anufacturer you have alw ays a certain num ber of employes dissatisfied. A  man may go and say— “ I 
w ill take an affidavit th a t Bedggood’s m achinery is not covered up sufficiently.”  T h a t man may be 
introduced to the M inister by a M ember of Parliam ent to whom the M inister is partial, and he may say— 
661 w ill suspend this m an’s licence.” W e say— “ No, summon us, and let us prove our case.”

57. B y  the H on. F. S . Grimwade.— Y ou are not afraid of the  courts ?— No.
58. B y  the H on. the Chairm an .— W hat is done under the Em ployers’ L iability  A ct t-—The employer 

is undoubtedly liable for any accidents.
59. Is  there any obligation on the part of the employer to take immediate action under th a t A ct ?— 

I  do not know ; we have never had an accident in our factory.
60. B y  the Hon. T. D . W anliss .— There is an inspector of boilers?-—Y es, bu t we do not use any. 

The Union hold all through th a t though it  m ight be a more expensive way to proceed by summons it is the 
fairer way, and the w ay you are m ost likely to get justice done. T he power to  deal w ith the factories 
must not lie in the hands of any individual, or even of a few individuals.

61. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an .— I  am informed th a t the  inspector m ust proceed by summons now ? 
— T hen we have all been under a misapprehension.

62. H ave you know n any case in w hich other steps than  a summons have been adopted ?— No, 
there  has been no time. I  have had no practical experience of it myself— we have never had an accident 
in our lives in  our factory.

63. I  suppose it  is a fact th a t some firms give out m aterial to smaller m anufacturers to make up?—  
I  th ink  there  is no d o u b t; we never do it ourselves.

64. Turning to clause 15, you see in  sub-clause 5 it  says— “ E very  person who directly or indirectly 
issues or gives out, or authorizes or perm its to be issued or given out, any m aterial whatsoever for the 
purpose of being wholly or partly  prepared or m anufactured outside a factory or work-room, as articles of 
clothing or w earing apparel for trade or sale, shall be deemed to be the occupier of a factory or work-room 
for the purposes of th is section,” in other words, any  firm who supplied leather to a small m anufacturer 
would be responsible for w hatever th a t m anufacturer did in breach of this A ct ?— I  presume so.

65. T h a t really would make a m erchant who gave out the  m aterial responsible for all the acts of 
those to whom the work was given out ?— Beyond question, they  would be the principals in the case.

6 6 . B y  the H on. T . D . W anliss .— W ould not the power to appoint a Board to fix prices for certain 
w ork affect the export trade ?— U ndoubtedly.

67. B y  the Hon. F . S. Grimwade.— H ave you any export trade ?— W e have a small export trade 
ourselves, bu t I  th ink we are the only ones.

6 8 . Is  not the  export trade here dead ?— Dead as a herring.
69. W hat is the cause of th a t? —H asty  and ill-advised legislation.
70. B y  the H on. T . D . W an liss .— You have a fixed price now ?— Yes, but it is never adhered to 

w ith  the exception of about four firms out of 70 or 80.
71. B y  the H on. S . W . Cooke.— T hen the law  can never enforce the prices ?— No, it  is simply a 

m atter of supply and demand.
72. H ow  can those four firms do it?*—W e have always made a first-class article, and we have 

always been prepared to pay a fair wage upon th a t article, but there is a very lim ited demand for th a t 
article— very few firms can supply the colony. T hen you come down to the lower scale where people are 
not particular how it is pu t together, and then  you come down to lower wages.

73. T h a t law can be broken ?— Yes, the  men break it  them selves. For example, in agreeing to pay 
a man £ 2  5s. a w eek you say to him — T h a t is all right, I  w ant half a sovereign back from you on Satur
day.” “ A ll right, Sir, I  understand.” T h a t is done every day in the week now. T he employer pays 
him £2  5s. w ith  one hand and takes back 10s. w ith  the other. Ten per cent, to 30 per cent, is taken 
back, and the  U nion men do it  more than  any other. Y ou cannot enforce a law as to w hat a man shall 
sell his labour at. I f  circumstances require a man to w ork for ju s t enough to keep life in him, no law  will 
prevent him— he w ill do it.

74. B y  the Hon. T. D . W anliss .— Supposing you had the export trade th a t this city used to have, 
would it not tend to do aw ay w ith a great deal of sw eating ?— I  th ink  so. I  know  every colony in the 
southern group, and sw eating does not ex ist in any other colony in the same proportion as it does in 
Victoria.

75. T h is previous interference w ith  trade has brought about sw eating ?— Yes.
76. A nd this fu rther interference w ill bring about more sw eating ?— Yes, it  is creating labour tha t 

there is no dem and for— inducing people to flock into the cities.
77. T hen, in your opinion, th is B ill, w hich is intended to prevent sweating, will increase it ?— Yes.

T he w itness withdrew .

Adjourned to to-morrow, at Four o'clock.



Members p re sen t:
The Hon. Lieut.-Col. S ir F . T . S a r h o o d , K .C.M .G ., in the Chair ;

The Hon. J .  Sternberg 
N. Thornley 
J .  A . Wallace 
T . D. W anliss 
W. I . W inter-Irving.

T he H on. S. A ustin
S. W . Cooke 
H . C uthbert 
F . S. Crim wade 
J .  M. P ra tt

Thomas H arkness examined.
^  ^ ie ^ on’ ^ ie Chairman .— W hat are you ?— A  member of the committee of the Boot 

M anufacturers ' Association.
79. H ow  long have you been in business ?— Since 1882.
80. H ave you read the Bill ?— Yes.
81. Do you approve generally of it  ?— We have every desire to see sw eating put down, bu t we do 

not w ant to be hampered in the management of our business, and we th ink  this Bill, as it has passed the 
Lower House, will have th a t effect.

82. Do you do any export trade ?— V ery little.
83. U sed you to do any ?— W e always did a little, not very much.
84. A s far as you are concerned, the export trade has not m uch fallen off ?— No, not much.
85. H as it  fallen off in connexion w ith the  trade as a whole ?— Undoubtedly. I t  fell off some ten 

or twelve years ago, when the railw ays were opened through from Sydney to Riverina. T hat was one 
thing, and the duties on leather have hampered the trade a good deal in Victoria.

8 6 . B y  the Hon. F . S. Grimvoade.—If  this Bill were carried into effect, would it make it  any worse ?
I  do not know th a t it would have much effect upon the export trade, there is so little  of i t—there is only

about £6,000 a year altogether— it has a tendency to increase lately. T he duties coming off in N ew  South 
W ales is leading to more pushing of the trade in th a t colony by V ictorian manufacturers.

87. B y  the H on. J . A . W allace.— The duty upon leather here is so large th a t they cannot make the 
boots so cheaply for the purpose of exporting them to N ew  South W ales as they can there, where there is 
no duty ?— T he bulk of the boots made here are made of V ictorian leather ; it is only a certain part of 
them  th a t is made w ith  im ported leather, and the duty affects th a t part only.

8 8 . B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat is the first clause you wish to touch upon ?— M r. Bedggood, I  
understand, has draw n attention to the power of the Chief Inspector being so much enlarged. T he first 
clause I  wish to refer to is the 9 th, giving him  the power to refuse registration. W e would like the present 
law in regard to th a t m aintained, th a t is, th a t there may be an appeal to the courts. U nder the present 
law, if the inspector w ants premises altered and the  m anufacturer does not see the necessity of it, the 
inspector has to proceed by summons. W e would like th a t continued, instead of its being put wholly into 
the hands of the inspector.

89. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.—Do you read this A ct w ith the Principal A ct ?— I  have not been 
able to read it altogether in th a t ligh t— I  simply speak of w hat we know of the  working of the present 
A ct.

. 90. I f  the appeal given under the P rincipal A c t is preserved under this A c t would i t  not do away 
w ith your objection ?— I  am not in a position to say, not knowing w hat the  Principal A ct says, bu t a t the 
present time, if  the  inspector wants alterations made in premises which the m anufacturer thinks are unneces
sary, he has to proceed by summons. U nder this Bill he could require us to do w hat he pleases.

91. A ssum ing th a t your reading of th a t A ct is not strictly  correct, bu t th a t the righ t of appeal is 
given in the  Principal A c t to proceed by summons and so on, if th a t is preserved would th a t not do aw ay 
w ith  your objection ?— Yes, if we had the  power of appeal it  would.

92. B y  the Hon. the Chairrmcm.— Section 50 of the P rincipal A ct reads as follows :— “ W here any 
person is charged w ith an offence against th is A ct, such charge shall be heard before, and all fines imposed 
by th is A ct shall be recovered before two or more justices , and where in this A ct it is provided th a t 
anything may be done by any justices, the same shall be done by two or more justices . ' 5 You w ant the 
present course o f procedure to be followed?— Yes. I  do not know w hether i t  properly comes in under 
section 14 or under section 29, bu t I  wish to refer to th a t part where it speaks of the certifying medical 
practitioner for the district. In  clause 14 it  speaks of having the name and address of the certifying 
medical practitioner for the d istrict pu t up. A t the present time we cannot give employment to any boys 
or girls under sixteen unless they are examined by the medical officer appointed for the purpose. T his medical 
officer charges a fee of os., w hich is a great tax  a t the present time upon the parents of poor children, and 
it has always seemed to me to be in many cases altogether superfluous to examine a boy who is the picture 
of health  as to his fitness to work in a factory eight hours a day. I  should th ink it would meet all th a t is 
necessary if the exam ination were only required when the inspector of factories who examines those boys5 

papers, and has them  up before him, thought it was necessary. W e frequently have paid the inspection 
fee ourselves, sooner than pu t the  parents to the expense of it.

9 3 . B y  the H on. J . A . W allace.— W hat is done w ith a boy who cannot pass the examination ?— 
L et him  go as errand boy in a shop, and he has to work until nine o'clock a t n ight very often.

94. B y  the Hon. I I .  Cuthbert.— H as your attention been a ttracted  to clause 7 on this point ; do you 
see th a t where there is not a certifying medical practitioner the public vaccinator has to perform the duty ; 
th a t is put in to meet th a t very objection th a t you now raise, because it was represented to the framers of 
the B ill th a t the charge of 5 s. was excessive ; th a t fee will be reduced to 2 s. 6 d., and then there will be 
only one charge under the Bill. If  a boy goes to a medical practitioner he has to pay a fee of 5s., and if 
he leaves one factory and goes to another, he has to undergo a second medical examination ?— N ot if it is in 
the same district.

9 5 . I f  it  is not in the same d istrict he has to undergo a second examination, and this clause was 
fram ed to meet th a t ?— Yes, I  did not read th a t clause because, as a m atter of fact, there are certifying 
m edical practitioners for all the districts o f M elbourne at the present time, and this 7th clause says—
“ w here there is not a certifying medical practitioner , ’5



96. Sub-section 2 of clause 29 says— “ N otw ithstanding  anything contained in the said section
32 of the Principal A ct, a certificate of fitness for employment, as in lh a t section mentioned, shall be
required only in such cases as may be prescribed, or in such cases as the Chief Inspector, owing to special 
circumstances, may by w ritten  notice require does not th a t get rid of your objection ?— Yes, perhaps 
so. I  bad some correspondence w ith  the Chief Secretary some time ago on the subject, and he said that 
was the law  and he m ust adm inister it. T he nex t th ing  is in sub-section 4  of the same clause 14 . I t  
seems a most excessive penalty for some slight breach of such things as pu tting  up names and addresses 
and so on.

97. I t  says— “ not exceeding 40s. a day,” it  m ight be only Is. ?— Yes. I  should th ink  if it  did not
exceed 40s. for the offence altogether, instead of 40s. per day, it  would be sufficient. I  th ink  the penalties
all through are excessive.

98. B y  the Hon. J . S ternberg.— W hat would you suggest in connexion w ith  th a t? — T h at it should 
not be more than two guineas in  any case, no m atter how long it continued. I t  is only as to putting up 
notices, and they m ight get torn down, and the  m anufacturer m ight not know th a t they were torn down. I  
do not profess to speak of outside w ork so much, but there is another illustration in section 15, sub-clause 
2 , there is another trem endous penalty  as to the record of outside work,

9 9 . B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— One of the w itnesses exam ined yesterday suggested the fine should 
not exceed £ 2  ?— I  th ink th a t would be ample. W e come now to clause 17, which affects more particularly 
the  boot and clothing trade, as to the power to fix prices for certain work. I  do not think the boot manu
facturers as a whole desire to have any Board a t all to fix the ir prices.

100. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— Do you refer to the m anufacturers or the workmen ?— T he manu
facturers as a whole. I t  is more natural th a t people should like to manage the ir own business than have it 
managed for them  by a Board appointed politically or otherw ise.

101. I f  a Board is to be appointed, w hat would you say as to the mode ?— If  a Board is to be 
appointed, we would suggest th a t it be a Board for the  boot trade only, not for the boot trade and the 
clothing trade together ; and th a t the m anufacturers in the boot business should appoint their own repre
sentatives. Under th is B ill each m anufacturer is registered, and he has to give in his registration-paper 
the number of his employes, and I  would suggest th a t it  would be a proper th ing that, as registered,^they 
should be called upon to elect the ir representatives. Supposing one man has 135 or 150 employes, he 
should have a proportionate vote for th a t num ber, as against a m anufacturer who has only three or four. 
U nder th is Bill two constitute a factory, and up to last year six used to constitute a factory. A t that 
time there were over 100 in V ictoria, bu t the  number m ight be increased considerably, and it would 
not be desirable th a t a man em ploying two people should have the same representation in  a m atter like 
this th a t a man em ploying 150 should have.

102. You would have a graduated scale of votes ?—Yes.
103. W ould you have a m axim um  number of votes ?— I t  should be simply on the number of his 

employes ; take the gross num ber, and give him  so m any votes— it would be a lot of figures, bu t it would 
be the fairest way.

104. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— You have not worked th a t out as to how many votes you would 
have as the maximum ?— I  do not th ink  any m anufacturer in the boot business employs more than  400 
hands.

105. W ould it be a vote for every 30 hands ?— J u s t  as was though t desirable. I t  would have to be 
a vote for every ten, I  th ink , because some m anufacturers do not employ more than  ten : and it would not
do to deprive them  of a vote altogether. I  w ould give one vote for every ten hands or less.

106. A  man em ploying 400 hands w ould have 40 votes ?— Yes, on th a t scale. T h e  m anufacturers 
th ink  th a t the num ber on the Board as i t  is here is a ltogether inadequate. T here are many classes of 
w ork ; there  are no two m anufacturers in M elbourne conversant w ith  all the work tha t is made in 
M elbourne— you m ust have five or six representatives at least. W e  h a v e  had two conferences w ith the 
working classes. I  was a t both of them . I  was chairm an of the last one, we had six m anufacturers and 
six workmen on the  conference.

107. D id you arrange a tariff of p ric e s? —Y es, th a t was in 1892. O ur difficulty has not been in 
arranging prices, the  difficulty w as in getting  them  observed when they  were arranged.

108. B y  the Hon. F. S . G rim w ade.— H as th a t been kept up ?■—T here are a few firms paying these
rates now, others do not act up to them.

109. B y  the Hon. S . W . Cooke.— Is th a t from your own knowledge, or from hearsay ?— I  say we 
pay it from my own knowledge, and I  say th a t some other firms are no t paying it  from w hat they have told 
m e—they do not deny it.

110. B y  the H on. T. D . W anliss.— Is th a t owing to the  employers or the w orkm en?— I t  is owing 
to both.

111. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.— W hat effect would those fixed prices have upon old people? 
M ost of the w ork in the boot business in several departm ents is done under piece-work.

112. T he rates are fixed under piece-work ?— Yes, a certain  proportion of the work is done under 
w eekly wages.

113. B y  the H on. S . W . Cooke.— I f  the law  fixes the paym ent, can th a t law be evaded easily ?—  
I  th ink  it  can be evaded.

114. W ithout m uch fear of de tec tion?— A t the present tim e the work is not sufficient for the 
num ber who are seeking it, and, of course, i t  is difficult to ge t any log of prices observed.

115. B y  the H on. the Cha/hrma/n.— B y this B ill you notice th a t the employer is subject to a penalty 
in the event of his paying less than  the fixed price ?— Yes.

116. W hat would you do in the case of an agreem ent between a m anufacturer and a workman, both 
being prepared to break the  la w ? —If  it be the law  both should bear the penalty . U nder this Bill it 
appears to me as if not only is there  a compulsory price to be charged, but the m anufacturers are to have 
no voice in w hat th a t is to be. T hey  have no assurance that they  will have any voice a t all, neither have 
the  workm en. T he B ill sim ply says the M inister may appoint two as representatives.

1 1 7 . B y  the Hon. S . W . Cooke.— A ssum e it is a Board constituted as you would w is h  a n d  tha t 
Board fix the price— is there any possibility of the law being kep t ?— I  have no doubt the bulk of the firms 
would observe it, but there is nothing to hinder two people laying their heads together to evade it.



will be ^  ^  ^ ° n ' ^ ie Chairman .—Is  that likely to be done ?—I  have not the slightest doubt attem pts

119. B y  the Hon. H. Cuthbert.— How is the law evaded a t the present tim e?— There is no law at 
present on th a t point.

in ? ’ £ i lere. *s ^ Pri°e arranged between the trades ?— Yes.
; . a* *s "violated from time to time by some manufacturers ?—Yes ; they simply say they do

no recognise it, and work upon their own lines. A  workman goes in seeking work, and if he cannot get 
it a ° ° e pnce he takes it at another. There is as much difficulty in keeping workmen from offering their 
work for less than  the statem ent price as there is to get some m anufacturers to pay the price.

„ 122. A re you aware th a t certain m anufacturers pay the regulation wage to the employe, and a 
certain portion of it  is handed back to the employer ?— I  believe tha t is the case.

123. B y  the Hon. the Chairman .— W hat have you to say about the election of a chairman ?— A t 
the first conference we had a chairman w ith a casting vote—Mr. Jam es Ferguson, who represented E as t 
Bourke in the Legislative Assembly at one time, though he was not in Parliam ent a t that time. H e spent 
some th irty-tw o nights a t this business and he did it very satisfactorily. W e m ust have some one who is 
altogether independent.

124. How should he be appointed ?—B oth sides asked Mr. Ferguson to act, and he agreed.
125. B y the Hon. H . Cuthbert.—I f  the two sides could not agree how would you suggest the chair

man should be appointed ?— I  think they ought to agree. I f  they do not agree about tha t one thing there 
is very little  chance of their agreeing about anything else.

126. W ould you leave the appointm ent to the Governor in Council ?— W e do not like political 
appointm ents, we feel tha t we are always in a minority.

127. Assum ing th a t the two parties interested in the m atter cannot agree as to the chairman you 
must leave it with some person to make the appo in tm ent; whom would you leave it to ?— If  we had to 
leave it to any one we could not leave it in better hands than the Governor in Council, but we would w ant 
some one who was not affected by either side.

128. B y  the H on, N . Thornley .— Would you be more satisfied if the appointment were left in the 
hands of a Suprem e Court Ju d g e  ?— Yes ; we would be quite satisfied then.

129. B y  the H on. J . Sternberg .— You would rather have the appointm ent outside politics alto
gether ?— Yes.

130. B y  the Hon. F . S . Grim wade .— You would not mind if the Governor in Council appointed 
any one as long as he was not a politician ?—As long as it was some one in an independent position 
altogether. W e do not w ant to make a “ s e t” at politicians at all. In  the first sub-section of section 17, 
the last two lines are very objectionable ; anything a t all can be dragged in. I  th ink all the  words after 
“ work ” should be struck out altogether. There is a continual development in machinery. T he mode of 
to-day may not be. the mode of years hence. Sometimes it is difficult to persuade others tha t the new 
method is better than the old, but I  think every m anufacturer should be able to work his own business to 
some extent as he th inks best, w hether by machinery, or by more weekly wages and less piece-work, and so 
on.

131. B y  the Hon. T . D. W anliss .— You th ink this would prevent enterprising manufacturers from 
getting  new machinery ?— Yes.

132. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— “ In f ix in g  such lowest price or rate the special Board shall take into 
consideration the nature, kind, and class of the work, and the mode and manner in which the work is to 
be done.” In  framing tha t the intention of the framers was not to interfere in the slightest degree w ith 
the m anufacturer, but only that in the fixing of the price a difference was to be drawn between “ slop ” 
goods and goods made to order, and th a t was the reason for inserting the words— “ and the mode and 
manner.” Reading it by tha t light, that the words were put in to more clearly define the meaning, would 
tha t not remove your objection?— Yes, if it were made plain that in this fixing of prices they had only to 
take into consideration the way in w hich the work was done, but we have had more friction w ith the 
operatives as to the subdivision of labour than as to price— that is those who are paying statem ent w ages; 
there has been a difficulty in  agreeing as to the way in which the work should be subdivided, and this 
m atter could be held to deal directly w iih such a subject as that.

133. I t  was never intended to say a m anufacturer must produce an article in a particular mode or 
manner. H e was to be left perfectly free to do that, but, in taking into consideration the price th a t was to 
be fixed by the Board, they  would have to consider w hether the goods were intended for “ slop ” goods or 
goods made to order ?— Y es. W e read it in conjunction w ith the words in the last line—“ and any m atter 
which may from time to time be prescribed.”

134. B y  the H on. N . Thornley .— Suppose a majority of the Board were favourable to the employment 
of men as against a machine, when they came to consider the way in which a thing was done, they would 
be inclined to put on a price favourable to the men as against the machine ?— I t  is not so much that. 
Suppose we are running a set o f finishing machinery, this Board may tell us under this Bill that we have 
to work those machines by paying the operatives piece-work prices, whereas we m ight think it more 
advantageous to have weekly wages. A nother th ing is that in the factories where no machines are employed 
the Operatives’ Union, as a rule, has strongly objected to the subdivision of the making of a boot. Some 
manufacturers have had a good deal of contention on this point, th a t one man should last the work and 
another should put the heels on. T he operatives say— “ L et one man do the lot.” A ll those things have been 
causes of difficulty; of course, they are getting settled in a way now, but they are not entirely settled, and 
under this B ill all those arrangem ents might be referred to the Board, and the manufacturer mig t have 
simply to carry out w hat the Board told him. ,

135. B y  the Hon. the Chawmam.— The Board m ight arrive at the decision tha t the boots should be 
made in an expensive way as compared w ith w hat you knew you could tu rn  them  out at, and as a conse
quence the consumer would have to pay more ?— N ot only that, bu t it m ight suit one manufacturer to 
make one class of boots in one way, and another in another.

136. B y  the H on. J . A. W allace .— You w ant a free hand ?— Yes.
137. B y  the Hon. F. S . Grimwade.— I f  a manufacturer got out the most modern machinery, he 

m jo-ht under such a Board be placed a t a disadvantage, and not be allowed to use the machinery . I  do 
not th ink there is any opposition to the use of machinery even among the operatives ; that day has gone 
past ; bu t it is a m atter of consideration daily as to how the profits of the machine should be divided.



138. B y  the H o n . T. D . TVanliss, 'I  oil th ink if you had improved machinery the Board m ight 
tell you to pay the workm en more than  you th ink  you ought to pay ?— They m ight say— <£ You must 
operate those machines a t piece-work prices and give the workmen so much a pair,” and th a t necessitates 
a great deal of clerical work. T he workmen in some places in E ngland have prepared a statem ent for 
operating the machines a t piece-work prices, but we th ink that entails too much clerical work.

139. B y  the H on . J . M . P ra tt.— A  witness stated yesterday th a t he did not believe in having so 
many Boards. Do you require a B oard for your trade alone, or would one Board suit you and other trades ? 
— If  we are to have any Boards a t all, we w ant one for our own trade ; but we w ant one Board to do the 
whole business, and not to have another to fix hours, and so on.

140. B y  the H on. S . W . C^oke.— Y ou would not object to the Board fixing the hours ?—No. 
The one Board could fix the price and hours of labour both. W ith  regard to the districts, we think 
if a price is to prevail in one district, i t  should prevail throughout the colony.

141. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.— Y ou would have the same price in M elbourne as in B allarat or 
Bendigo?— Yes.

142. B y  the H on. T . D. W anliss.— Suppose a workman could live cheaper in Melbourne than in 
B allarat or Bendigo and could get his goods cheaper, should they not have some advantage in B allarat?— 
The B allarat m anufacturer does not supply Melbourne. As a rule he makes for the Wimmera and Ballarat 
districts. T he ren t and other expenses are about the same, but if  the Board has fixed the price in M el
bourne, and the m anufacturer does not like  it and says— “ I  cannot tolerate it,” he has simply to go outside 
the bounds and do w hat he likes.

143. The people of B allarat and Bendigo object to have the Melbourne rates ?—A s a m atter of fact, 
I  believe they generally pay the M elbourne rates in the boot business. T he nex t point is under sub-section 
6  of clause 17. I t  seems as if it  were contem plated tha t when the Board does its work it  should dissolve 
and rest on its oars, bu t it  is almost necessary to have a continuous Board if  you have one at all. There are 
always fresh items cropping up, fresh articles to m ake and fresh prices to fix.

144. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— W ould it be well to appoint the Board for two or three years ?— 
Yes, I  should th ink so. In  fixing prices there is nothing contemplated as to any dispute or anything such 
as the strikes we have had, but I  th ink th is Board, if any dispute does arise as to the  administration of the 
price list, should be there to be appealed to. V ery often difficulties occur in interpreting the price list as to 
whether a certain line comes under a certain  price. T he Board would have to be perm anent for th a t reason.

145. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— W ould you let th a t Board decide it absolutely or would you have 
an appeal ?— T he Board would have to decide as to prices ; we could not have appeals on th a t point to 
any one. T hen  w ith  regard to the 7 th  sub-section, a t the present time any little  arrangem ent we have 
had w ith  the workmen as to improvers and boys has always applied to the  male sex. There are girls, of 
course, in boot factories in the machine-rooms, bu t the girls are young as a rule. T here  are no, or very 
few, middle-aged women in them . M any are competent-machinists before the age of eighteen. W e think 
this clause should not apply to girls a t all in boot factories.

146. T h a t is as to the num ber and proportion of apprentices and im provers?— Y e s ;  it has never 
been sought to apply to girls, as fa r as I  know.

147. B y  the H on. J . M . P ra tt.— Would th a t lead to the employment of more girls ?-—Girls do the 
m achining ; you would not dream o f em ploying men. T hey are in a different position to workmen. A  
man looks to spending his whole life in the trade ; a girl does not.

148. B y  the Hon. J . S ternberg.— W hat is the period of apprenticeship?1— The period for girls is 
th ree years. T hey begin a t 5s. a week, and gets 2 s. 6 d. rise every six m onths, as a rule. W e have never 
employed any one w ithout any salary.

149. B y  the Hon. the Chavrmam.— Do you find any difficulty in getting  them  apprenticed for three 
years ?— No. The difficulty the parents have at present is to get employers to take them.

150. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— Does the  word “ im prover” apply to the boot trade ?— Yes.
151. W hat is the difference betw een an apprentice and an improver ?— A n improver is one who has 

not acquired a thorough knowledge of the  business, and who comes there w ith  a desire to improve what 
knowledge he has, but w ithout being bound as an apprentice.

152. B y  the H on. the Chai/rman..— A ble to leave or be discharged a t any tim e.— Yes.
153. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— W hen they  learn their trade do they generally leave ?— 

I  th ink improvers, as a whole, are not desirable. I t  is better to have apprentices. I t  is better for the 
employes themselves. W hen things are prosperous the parents are anxious to get them taken as im 
provers. T hey can go in and get a sm attering of knowledge, and by m aking a change they can get more 
money. I t  all depends upon the circum stances of the  moment w hether trade is good or bad. W hen trade 
is good parents object to apprentices; now they  are desirous of having them  apprenticed because they get 
employment on the one hand, and they are certain to learn the trade on the other. The m anufacturers 
object to apprentices for the same reason. W e do not like this sub-section at all.

154. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— W hat about sub-section 8  ?— W e th ink  the punishments imposed 
are altogether excessive, and th a t if there be any punishm ent a t all it should apply both to employer and 
employed. T here is another th ing  th a t is very significant. U nder the 16th clause, where it applies to 
employes, in sub-section 8 , there is a kind of escape-valve for one th a t is brought up under it, but when it 
comes to the employer paying a certain wage there is no defence at all. As a m atter of daily business our 
clerks or foremen m ake up the wages books, and under this clause, as it has passed the Lower House, our 
foreman m ight pu t down a shilling a dozen less, simply through a m istake. T he wages-statem ent is rather 
a comprehensive document, and very few know it by heart, and if the man was ill-natured we m ight get 
into trouble.

155. I f  there w ere 252 different lines, and your clerk made a mistake, either intentionally or uninten
tionally, you m ight be liable to a penalty  ?— Y es. M y partner and myself, particularly  when it came 
to the th ird  offence, m ight both be imprisoned. I f  it be such a serious offence as that a man has to go 
out of business for the th ird  offence, it  seems superfluous to pu t him in gaol as well.

156. B y  the H on.H . Cuthbert.— H as your attention  been called to section 57 of the Principal A ct, bearing 
on this particular subject, w hich exem pts an occupier from fine or conviction. I t  reads <6 W here the 
occupier of a factory or work-room or shop is charged with an offence against th is A ct, he shall be 
entitled, upon inform ation duly laid by him , to have any other person whom he charges as the actual 
offender brought before the  justices a t the tim e appointed for hearing the charge, and if, after the



commission of the  offence has been proved, the occupier of the factory or work-room or shop proves 
to the satisfaction of the justices tha t he had used due diligence to enforce the execution of the A ct, 
and th a t the said other person had committed the offence in question without his knowledge, consent, 
or connivance, the said other person shall he summarily convicted of such offence, and the occupier 
shall be exem pt from any h u e ” ?— I  did not. read that as applying to this, because this is a thing tha t is 
not in the Principal A ct at all, this is a new departure. I t  is not enforced in any part of the world, 
as far as I  know.

157. This clause would govern tha t ?—I  was not aware of that. These are new offences. In  
the abstract, it is an open question whether they are offences at all.

158. You complain tha t the penalties are too severe ?—Yes. . I  would like to see the imprisonment 
abolished as quite unnecessary. I f  a man is to be put out of business surely tha t is punishm ent enough. 
Then we come to clause 19, as to the hours. We think we ought to have only one Board to do the 
whole th ing for the trade. A t the present time the question of overtime only applies to women and 
boys ; now it is proposed to make it apply to all, and that is a departure that we th ink is very extreme, 
more particularly in the boot trade. I t  is a season’s trade. There are certain times in the year when 
the difficulty is, no m atter w hether things are in their normal condition or are depressed, to find full work 
in boot factories. I t  seems only fair when there is a good deal of work about th a t the workmen who
have had short time should have the opportunity of making it up.

159. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an .—Would you pay them for the extra tim e?— There is a difficulty in 
the paym ent of an ex tra  rate for overtime. The boots are sold at a fixed price, and it is impossible to 
go in to a shopkeeper and say— “ I  had these boots made in the evening, therefore I  m ust charge you more
than the price a t which they have been sold.” I  do not think he would give it. The net profit per pair
may be only a m atter of a penny or so, perhaps not that ; in some lines it m ight be more.

160. B y  the H on. F. S. Grimivade.— You make more of them if you work overtime, and it does not 
cost you more to make them ?— If  this proposition in the Schedule is carried out they would all have to be 
paid overtime at an ex tra  rate.

161. B y  the H on. T . D. W anliss.— W hat view do the workmen take of it ?— The workman would 
rather get 48 hours a week all the year round,-but he cannot get it in many cases. I t  more particulafly 
applies to w hat are called in the trade “ turned goods,” tha t is, pumps, ladies’ light shoes th a t have no in
soles, ju st the upper sewed to the sole and then it is turned, when it is sewn. Those goods are worn only 
in summer as a rule, except for evening wear. T his present summer, though business has been depressed, 
it has been impossible for those who make pumps to get enough made in the period from September to 
November to meet the demand. Those workmen, many of them, go idle during winter, and it seems 
absurd th a t they should not be allowed to work when the work is there.

162. They are willing to do so ?— Certainly.
163. F o r the ordinary wages ?— Yes. If there is a sweating evil in Melbourne in connexion w ith 

work it does not follow th a t legitim ate trade is to be hampered, and if it is done in the factory and they get 
the full price they are quite satisfied to work,' and I  do not see why the Legislature should come in 
gratuitously and say—■“ You shall not.”

164. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— Do the workmen complain of having to work beyond the eight 
hours ?— N ot tha t class of workman. Of course they would prefer to get the 48 hours per week all the 
year round, but they cannot get it, and there is a certain class of trade that, if you cannot get it a t a certain 
time, you cannot store goods up for until you can get it.

165. Would your objection to section 19 be removed if it did not refer to men who were able to take 
care of themselves ?-—I  th ink it should only refer to those who are supposed not to be able to take care of 
themselves. I  do not like legislation of this character, th a t is, a compulsory Board, compulsory price, and 
compulsory hours ; it is a new departure. I  do not know of them anywhere, but i f  we have a compulsory 
Board and compulsory prices, we do not w ant everything compulsory. The same party  who says to the 
workman— 61 You must not work when there is work about,” should say to him when he cannot obtain it through 
slackness in trade — 16 H ere is w ork.” W ith  regard to the present law, sometimes permission to work overtime 
has been refused bytthe Chief Inspector of Factories to respectable firms, simply from a notion th a t business 
is depressed and  it is not necessary to work overtime, w ithout knowing tha t there is always a possibility of a 
certain class of work being wanted, for which there is not an adequate supply of labour. I  think we ought to 
have even a little  more liberty, if anything, than we have now ; but, if this Board is to fix the hours, it should 
also deal w ith the question of overtime, and, if it is said th a t they could not be got together at a clay s notice, it 
would not hu rt for us to have liberty to work overtime, say three days in one month, without any one s per
mission at all. W e do not favour overtime ; we do not like it ourselves, but it is necessary sometimes. In  
section 22, this “ substantial w a ll” should come out, we think. In our own factory we have a man sleeping 
on the premises to take  care of them, and we have a good sized room partitioned off with a wooden ceiling and 
a wooden partition. I t  is not a substantial wall, and it is not necessary to have one. Inspectors are apt to 
read those things very literally, but this partition is substantial enough for the purpose in our opinion.

166. Do you know of a case in which exception has been taken ?— We have had no exception taken,
but we m ight have under this Bill. m .

167. B y  the Hon. T. D. W anliss .— If  there was no wall at all could he not be a more efficient 
watchman ?— No doubt, but we put it up because it was too draughty. Under section 37, as to accidents, 
we are a little  sensitive as to tha t. W e have a fairly strict Employers L iability Act, and we have a good 
many things to do now ; we have the responsibility to bear, and it seems like adding somethin o .

168. B y  the H on. the Chairman ..— You think this is p r o v i d e d  for under the Employers Liability 
A ct 1— Yes. W here there are machines running at great speed there is always dangei, u v _e se m o 
under too many people in connexion w ith it. The Employers’ L iability A ct is a safeguar , a y

W 6h eT r h  th e  Employe™ - L iab ility  A c t and exam in e the
m achinery?— The factory inspector comes in now under the 1  actories Act and examines t e mac mery.

170. You do not object to th a t ?—No ; we have not had any difficulty w ith him in e pas . le
-nrecipnt A ct seems to work very well, and I  do not see that we want any more. . _
p r e s e n t  Ac ^  ^  ^  C u th b e r t .- I  do not think you can find in the original A ct a clause similar to
th is T his is for the purpose of preventing accidents by the explosion of gas or by e ec iici y. uppose 
it  is reported to the M inister th a t the machinery is dangerous, or the way the factory is hghte wi e ec nci y



is dangerous, should he not he in a position to take prom pt action to call upon the owner of the factory to 
cure th a t defect ?— I  do not know  w hat the  present A ct says, bnt X know in the adm inistration of it the 
factory inspector makes it his business to see th a t those arrangem ents are satisfactory. H e calls attention 
to anything he th inks wrong and we have to deal w ith it.

172. B y  the H on . the Chavrman.— Y ou are content w ith  the present arrangem ent, and you do not 
w ant any expert or medical practitioner called in ? — No.

173. B y  the H on. J . 31. P ra tt.— Does the factory inspector inspect the boiler ?— H e inspects the 
m achinery as to the  protection th a t is afforded to those th a t are working and sees th a t the cog-wheels are 
covered up.

174. H e is hardly com petent to tell you i f  the boiler is safe ?— W e have gas. • W e are well inspected 
now, and we do not w ant any more if we can help it.

175. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— T he inspector under the present A ct can take any expert in w ith 
him he th inks proper ?— H e has th a t rig h t now.

The witness withdrew.

Jo h n  W illiam  Billson examined.
176. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W h a t are you ?— A  bootm aker. I  am secretary of the Operative 

B ootm akers’ Union.
177. W hat is your opinion generally of th is B ill ?— Generally speaking, we are in favour of it, 

although there are one or tw o th ings th a t we would like altered.
178. You appear here as representative of your association ?— Y es, the number of which generally 

averages about 1 ,0 0 0 .
179. B y  the Hon. F . S . G rim w ade.— Is  th a t the only society in  connexion w ith  the  operatives ?— 

There is a society of bespoke bootm akers, but they  represen t only one or tw o shops in  Collins-street.
180. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— A re the members in your association both male andfem ale?— We 

used to have females, but they  are not organized a t all now, so we have only males. In  refere nee to section 
16, we would rather th a t no work was given outside a t all— th a t no perm its were given. O ur chief reason 
for th a t is because the outdoor work has been the  means of reducing the  w ages rig h t through the trade. 
A. man may get w ork outside and employ a num ber of other persons, as is the  practice now in many 
instances. T he fact th a t they are able to work longer hours and employ members of their families enables 
them to work cheaper. T he  m anufacturers are anxious to compete in the  m ark e t, and get the work 
done as cheaply as possible, and the  result is it reduces the wages all round.

181. B y  the H on. J . A . Wallace.— Suppose a person were not fit to go to a factory, would you 
deprive him of work altogether ?— T here may be a few instances w here it  would be ra ther hard, where a 
person was physically unable to w ork inside a factory, bu t we th ink  provision should be made for th a t in 
preference to reducing the  w ages of the  whole of the trade. W e th in k  th e  S tate  should make provision 
for those th a t are not capable of w orking inside a factory, o r, if not, w e would prefer th a t the operatives 
should keep them  in preference to reducing the wages.

182. B y  the H on. T . D . W anliss.— H as th a t ever been done by the  operatives ?— I t  has, bu t not 
to any large ex ten t, simply because the bootm akers have been constantly  in  trouble w ith  their employers, 
and this outside w ork has been the chief reason ; the employers were able to get the w ork done cheaper 
outside and we have had to defend our wages.

183. B y  the H on. S . W . Coohe.— H ave you any idea how m any people are employed outside ?—No, 
we cannot possibly get tha t. W e can see so m any persons take work out from a certain place, b u t  we 
do not know the quantities they  take, or th e ‘am ount taken out by the carts, and w,e do not know how many 
the men employ at their own homes.

184. B y  the Hon. the C hawm an.— H ow would you arrive a t the conclusion th a t a certain m an or boy 
should not work a t a factory, m ight there not be m alingering ?— I  th ink  a medical certificate or the Board 
should decide w hether a person was able or unable to get a living inside a factory.

185. B y  the H on. JST. Thornley.— Suppose there were no work for him in the factory ?—T hen  there 
would be no work to give out.

186. W hile he is w orking outside, the  man inside is out of work ?— Y es, th a t is where our trouble 
comes in. A  man tak ing  work out, even if he does not employ any other labour, works nearly double the 
hours, and th is throw s another man out of labour. I f  th e  outdoor work were abolished, the unemployed 
trouble would be settled, as far as our trade is concerned. T he men w orking outside are nearly always 
fully employed, and it  is the men working inside who are out of work.

187. B y  the Hon. J . A . Wallace.— Some men can w ork ten  hours as easily as others can work
seven, if a man can w ork tw o or th ree hours longer than  another why should he not be allowed to do it ?— 
I  th ink  the time has arrived w hen the S tate  should define the  hours th a t people should w ork, in order to 
enable them  to all stand a fa ir show of living, because if a strong m an is determ ined to do tw o men’s work, 
it m ust throw  one man out of w ork. I  think the strong man would not object to giving the weak man a 
fair show of living, and if he did the S tate should protect the weak man.

188. B y  the H on. J . Sternberg.— You advocate the eight hours’ system in your trade ?— Yes.
189. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— Suppose th a t by-and-by it were decided to work four hours a day,

w hat effect would th a t have upon the consum ers?— If  a Board is appointed to decide the time w hich the 
people shall work, it  m ight, i f  the  people could provide everything th a t was necessary and there was no 
demand for more than  four hours’ work, decide th a t instead of one half being at w ork eight hours and the 
other ha lf unemployed, all should w ork four hours. I f  one half were fully employed the eight hours, and 
the other half were w alking about, the half th a t were w alking about would be a clear danger to the 
State.

190. B y  the H on. J . Sternberg.— You desire the eigh t hours because you are over-producing ?— We 
are producing more than  the people can buy.

191. B y  the Plon. J . 31. P ra tt.— Y our stocks are accum ulating ?— Yes, and unless some regulation 
of labour takes place th a t accumulation w ill go on ; it m ight be over-production, or it m ight be under
consumption, because if one half are throw n out of work they have no means of living, and they have no 
power of purchasing, bu t if they  are w orking half-tim e they  all have some power of purchasing.



192. B y  the H on. S . W . Cooke.— W ould you not fix the price of goods too ; if I  supply wool, have 
I  not the  same rig h t to ask for a paying price for wool as a workman has to ask for a fixed price for his 
work, if I  can show th a t wool a t a low price does not pay ?— H ow  would you arrive a t the conclusion th a t 
it did not pay unless you knew  w hat you had to pay for the labour ?

193. W e all know th a t wool in certain parts of A ustralia has not paid ; the  workm an sells his 
labour, and the employer sells his goods?— If  the person who grew wool based his calculations upon the 
expenses th a t it cost him to produce it, he would say— “ I t  cost me so much, and I  w ant so much for it.”

194. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— Suppose he cannot get it ?— If  the people do not want the boots 
th a t we produce we are throw n out of employment.

19o. B y  the Hon. J . M . P ra tt.— T hen the employers offer you less ?— Y es 5 and we cannot take less 
unless we go into the  insolvency court.

196. Is  it  not the same w ith the producer of wool ?— Y es, but I  prefer to confine m yself to w hat I  
am to be exam ined upon. I  have no doubt the growers of wool know their own grievances and can give 
a good remedy for them . I f  the purchasers of wool in the world are not prepared to give th a t which the 
wool cost to produce, they  are clearly asking someone for som ething that they have no righ t to.

197. B y  the Hon. I I . Cuthbert.—You see the clause about permits, sub-clause 2  of section 16— “ No 
such perm it shall be given or renewed unless and until proof be furnished to the satisfaction of the Chief 
Inspector th a t the person applying for such permit is prevented by domestic duties or bodily affliction from 
w orking inside a factory or work-room, and is depending on such w orking for the means of living,” would 
you do aw ay w ith  the perm it system  altogether ?— Yes, but if we cannot have our own way, and the  per
m it system is to come into operation, we have not the slightest objection to trusting  the Chief Inspector as 
far as the  perm its are concerned, but we th ink it would be safer to pu t it into the hands of a Board. I t  
would take  it from the hands of one man, and very likely it would give more satisfaction. I  know th a t at 
present there is very often great dissatisfaction w ith the inspector, though I  believe he does his best.

198. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— You th ink  the  Board should be constantly sitting ?— I  do not see 
why they  should not.

199. H ow  are they to be paid ?— I  th ink it would be a position of honour. I  do not th ink they would 
exact any paym ent, but if  they  did I  do not th ink  it would be very difficult to pay them.

200. W ould you have a levy ?— T h e  G overnm ent m ight pay them  Is . an hour. A t the same time 
I  do not th in k  the operatives would trouble the G overnm ent in th a t respect. I  do not th ink  there would 
be any difficulty in th a t. T he  n ex t point is in reference to section 19 ; we have an objection to the  con
stitution of the special Board.

201. You th ink  there should be only one Board ?— Yes ; th a t the ir duties should be to fix the hours 
of labour, the mode and m anner of working, the apprentices and improvers, and the prices.

202. H ow  would you appoint th a t Board ?— I  would leave it  to the Governor in Council to appoint, 
and I  would insert in  section 2 , after the word “ shall ” — “ be nom inated by their respective bodies ; if no 
organization ex ists a special m eeting of those interested shall be convened for th a t purpose,” and then the 
Governor in Council would appoint on their recommendation.

203. Y ou propose they  should be nom inated by the  trade, bu t appointed by the Governor in 
Council ?— Y es ; th a t would not take aw ay the power from the  G overnor in Council ; he would appoint 
upon the ir nomination.

204. B y  the H on. J . A.  W allace.— W hy do you bring in the G overnor in  Council a t all ?— I  do 
not object to his being struck out, bu t we do not w ish to interfere w ith the  Bill more than  we can help, bu t 
they m ust of necessity be elected by their respective bodies. I f  you were to take two of the most in te lli
gent m anufacturers we have, they m ight know nothing of the technicalities of the trade ; they m ight know 
all about a warehouse, bu t nothing about a factory. I t  took us a considerable tim e to prepare th a t 
schedule of prices, and it looks very difficult for a man outside to understand, bu t there is no difficulty in a 
man in  a  factory understanding it  ; there would be no difficulty if the G overnor in Council appointed some 
one who understood it. I t  would be an advantage if the  num ber of the Board could be increased. I  should 
recommend five on each side, because there are certain divisions in our trade, and it would be better to get 
a representative from each division. T here  are some m anufacturers who m ake one class of work and not 
another. So far as the “ mode and m anner of working ” is concerned, th a t is absolutely necessary. No 
schedule of prices could be framed unless you first decided the mode and m anner in w hich the work shall 
be made. T h ere  are five modes of m aking boots— the pumps, the riveted w ork, the peg work, the  machine 
sewn, and the good year w elts. T he  price of the  goodyear w elts is more than double th a t of the riveted, 
so th a t unless you decided in  w hich way they  w ere to be made you could not possibly decide w hat should 
be paid for them.

205. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— You pu t a different in terpretation  upon “ mode and manner ” from 
the previous w itnesses ; they  took “ mode and m an n er” to apply to the mode in which the business is 
carried on?— W e have nothing to do w ith  the business ; we refer only to the actual m aking of the  
particular w ork. T ak e  a sp lit k id  boot, th a t is in a particular class, but it  m ight be made in four or 
five different ways, and you m ust decide in w hat mode and manner tha t class of work shall be made before 
you can possibly fix w hat price shall be paid for the m aking of it. I f  you make it one way it will take 
perhaps tw enty  m inutes, and in  another it  will take  nearly two hours, so th a t unless you first decide the 
mode and m anner of m aking i t  you cannot possibly decide w hat price to pay for it. .

206. Does not th a t of itself show a difficulty in th is Bill ; if  the m anufacturers read it in a 
to tally  different w ay to w hat you do, it w ill need some alteration to make it  clear ? Suppose a °° t were 
made rig h t through (though very few are made rig h t through now) and the price is fix ed ; t mn, a terwai s, 
the boot is subdivided, and m achinery comes in w hich does heeling, you have subdivision there a t once—  
you take a certain  portion of the original price off for the work the machine does, but m doing t a you
decide a t once the  mode and m anner of m aking it. _ , .

207. M r. H arkness read it  to m ean th a t the Board could decide tha t a man should make a 0 0  n g  
through where he, as a m anufacturer, would say— “ I  can do it better by dividing it.”  'Would you go so a r 
as to let the  Board dictate to the m anufacturer in which way he should eta it ? I  do not th in "  t e oar , 
if properly constituted, w ith  an im partial chairman, would do any injustice tô  either side.^ 1 e 
would o-ive a m anufacturer the fu llest liberty to have them made as he thought fit, it would be impossible 
to fix any price unless the mode and manner were.fixed by the Board.



^  ^ e ^ ° J 1' A ’ W allace. Should not a man be allowed to make them  aa he thinks 
proper . X heie is a foim  of subdivision w hich w hich has been objected to nearly all over the world, 
th a t is on the team system, where none of the  operatives ever become efficient in their work. They 
are very seldom apprentices ; they  ju st learn to do one little  thing, and are easily replaced. Generally 
speaking, one ihan does the principal part, and there are quite a number of boys who follow him. 
A bout tw elve m onths ago we had a dispute ; in one shop there were eleven boys and one man, and 
this is the kind of subdivision th a t the operatives generally object to. W e th ink  it  well th a t every boot- 
m aker should be able to m ake a boot from beginning to end, bu t we do not insist th a t a boot shall be made 
from beginning to end by the one man. E very  m achine th a t has come in we have welcomed, though up to 
the present it has been a curse to us, because it has throw n a num ber out of employment w ith no possibility 
of obtaining it.

209. T he essence of modern m anufacturing is division and subdivision of labour ?— The machinery 
forces tha t.

210. So th a t the principle of a man being able to make a boot from beginning to end cannot be 
carried out ?— I t  can be carried out. In  the old country w here they have apprentices they put one boy to 
one portion and then shift him further on, so th a t before he is out of his apprenticeship he can do the whole 
of the w ork.

21 1 . B y th e  Hon. H . Cuthbert.— O n e o f  th e  w it n e s s e s  e x a m in e d  y e s te r d a y , as to  th e  “ m ode and  
m a n n er ,” read  it  v e r y  d iffe re n tly . H e  sa id — “ I n  A m e r ic a  no  o n e  a tte m p ts  to  in ter fere  w ith  th e  m ode and  
m a n n er  in  w h ic h  t h e  w o r k  is  d o n e  in s id e .  N o  tw o  m a n u fa c tu re rs  in  our lin e  o f  b u s in e s s  w ork  on th e  sam e  
l in e s ,  an d  it  w o u ld  b e  im p o ss ib le  for  a u y  B o a r d  to  c o m e  to  a c o n c lu s io n  a s  to  w h a t  w e  sh o u ld  do a s to  th e  
m o d e  and  m a n n er  o f  w o rk . I  do  n o t  s a y  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  f ix  th e  p r ice  a n d  w h a t  I  sh o u ld  b e  c o m p e lled  to  p a y , 
b u t  th e  m o d e  an d  m a n n er  m u s t  b e  erased  i f  p o s s ib le . W e w o r k  c e r ta in  m a c h in e s  th a t  ou r  f e llo w  m a n u 
fa c tu r e r s  do  n o t  w o r k , an d  vice versd. T h e  B o a r d  m ig h t  im p o se  u p o n  u s th e  w o r k in g  o f  su c h  m a ch in es  
in . su c h  a  w a y  th a t  w e  m ig h t  b e c o m e  b a n k r u p t, or th e y  m ig h t  b e  in  our fa v o u r . T h e y  m u st  le a v e  th e  
6 m o d e  a n d  m a n n er  ’ o f  a  m an w o r k in g  h is  o w n  b u s in e ss  to  h im s e lf .”  H o w  far do y o u  a g r ee  w ith  
h im  ? — I  can  s im p ly  r e p e a t  w h a t  I  h a v e  sa id . S o  fa r  a s f ix in g  th e  p r ice  is  c o n c er n e d , i f  y o u  in ten d  
to  f ix  th e  p r ice  a t  a ll, before  y o u  do so  i t  is  a b s o lu te ly  n e c e s sa r y  th a t  y o u  sh o u ld  f ix  th e  m o d e  and  
m a n n er  o f  m a k in g  i t  —  th e r e  is  no  g e t t in g  a w a y  fro m  (h a t. So  fa r  as A m e r ic a  is  co n cern ed , 
th e  o u td oor  w o r k  is  p r a c t ic a lly  a b o lish ed  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  e x t e n s iv e  u se  o f  m a ch in ery . 
T o  q u o te  o n e  o f th e  m a n u fa c tu r e r s ’ o w n  w o r d s , w h e n  h e  c a m e  from  th e r e  la te ly ,  w h ere  
h e  b o u g h t  so m e  m a c h in e r y — “  W ith  th e  s y s te m  u n d er  w h ic h  th e y  are w o r k in g , i t  is  p a in fu l to  see  
th e  o p e r a t iv e s  a t  w o r k  ; th e y  w o r k  w it h  su c h  r a p id ity  th a t  i t  m u s t  n e c e s s a r ily  in ju re  th e m  to  a g r e a t  e x te n t;  
so o n er  or la t te r  i t  m u s t  sa p  th e ir  p h y s iq u e .” I  do n o t  ca re  a b o u t a d v o c a t in g  su c h  a s y s te m  as th a t , but 
o u td o o r  w o r k  th e r e  is  n o n -e x is te n t .  W e  w o u ld  a lso  l ik e ,  w h e n  t h e  B o a r d  is  a p p o in ted , th a t th e y  sh ou ld  
rem a in  in  e x is t e n c e  fo r  a s ta te d  t im e . A  w itn e s s  sa id  y e s te r d a y  th a t  tw o  y e a r s  w o u ld  be a  g o o d  tim e; th a t  
w o u ld  su it  u s ,b e c a u s e  t h e y  w o u ld  g e t  in to  w o r k in g  order, a n d  w o u ld  do th e ir  w o r k  b e tter  th a n  i f  a Board  
w e r e  a p p o in ted  fo r  e a c h  d isp u te , w ith o u t  k n o w in g  a n y th in g  o f  t h e  'p rev io u s w o r k in g . T h e y  co u ld  also  
s e t t le  th e  a p p r e n tic e  d iff ic u lty  a n d  th e  im p r o v e r s ’— o n e B o a r d  c o u ld  do th e  w h o le . A s  far  a s  s e c t io n  57  is 
c o n c er n e d , w e  w o u ld  v e r y  m u c h  l ik e  th a t  b o o ts  a lso  sh o u ld  b e  s ta m p e d  as w e l l  a s fu rn itu re , w h ic h  is  referred  
to  in  th is  c la u se . I t  w o u ld  be v e r y  m u c h  b e tte r  if  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  m a n u fa c tu re rs  w o u ld  s ta m p  th e ir  Avork 
w ith  th e ir  nam e. W e  h a v e  cer ta in  m a n u fa c tu re rs  Avho h a v e  a lw a y s  b e e n  fa ir , a s g o o d  a s  t h e y  can  p o ss ib ly  
b e  u n d er  th e  s y s te m  u n d er  w h ic h  th e y  are  fo rced  to  w o r k  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  c o m p e tito r s  w h o  are n o t so  fair. 
T h e  la tte r  m a n u fa c tu re rs  m a k e  w o r k  v e r y  c h e a p , a n d  do n o t o b se r v e  th e  c o n d it io n s  w h ic h  w e  th in k  th ey  
sh o u ld , and  th e y  tu rn  o u t v e r y  c h e a p  w o rk . T h e  r e su lt  is  th a t  t h e y  can  u n d e rse ll th e  m a n u fa ctu rers  Avho 
d ea l fa ir ly  Avith th e ir  e m p lo y e s  a n d  o b ser v e  r ea so n a b le  h o u rs , a n d  th e  la t te r  are c o m p e lle d  to  b u y  th e  cheaper  
w o r k . I f  th e y  did  n o t, th e  r e su lt  Avould b e  th a t  th e  m a n u fa c tu r e r s  w h o  do n o t  o b se r v e  e ith e r  th e  hours, 
c o n d it io n s , or Avages, w o u ld  s e l l  th e  AArork  to  th e  c u s to m e r s  o f  th e  fa ir  m en , a n d  fo r ce  th e m  o u t o f  th e  m ark et, 
so  th e  g o o d  e m p lo y e r s  are la rg e  p u rch a sers o f  th e  SAveated w o r k . T h a t  is  th e  rea so n  th e y  g iv e  u s, th a t  i f  
th e y  d id  n o t b u y  th is  c la s s  o f  g o o d s i t  Avould be so ld  to  th e ir  c u s to m e r s , a n d  th e y  w o u ld  be fo rced  to  c lo se  ; 
t h e y  do it  in se lf -d e fe n c e . W e  are o f  o p in io n  th e y  sh o u ld  n o t  be fo r ce d  in to  d o in g  i t  in  s e lf -d e fe n c e , and  
th e  SAveating m a n u fa c tu re rs  sh o u ld  be c o m p e lle d  to  p la c e  th e ir  n a m e s  on  th e  g o o d s , in  order th a t  p eo p le  
sh o u ld  k n o w  w h o s e  g o o d s  th e y  are b u y in g . T h e  p u b lic  k n o w  th a t  cer ta in  e m p lo y e r s  are d e a lin g  fa ir ly  Avith 
th e ir  e m p lo y e s , an d  I  h a v e  n o t  th e  s l ig h t e s t  d o u b t th a t  t h e y  w o u ld  p r e fer  to  d ea l w ith  th e m .

212 . B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— T h o se  cheap  good s are m ade because th e  public Avant a Io av  priced  
artic le  ?— O ne feed s the other. I f  a person is svveated, th a t person’s AArages com pel him to purchase sw eated  
good s b ecause he cannot am ass en ou gh  to buy good s m ade under proper cond ition s it  app lies a ll round. 
Take a m an in the furn iture trade AAdio desires a pair o f  boots ; he has to accep t som eth in g  lik e  the sam e 
term s for h is  labour as th e  C h in ese , or n ot do an y  w ork  at a ll. H e finds it d ifficult to g e t any m oney to 
buy a n y th in g  but p rovisions, and i f  he has to buy a pair of b oots he b uys a pair o f  SAveated bools rather 
than  go  w ith o u t them .

213 . T h o se  consum ers are feAv as com pared w ith  th e  great bulk  o f  consum ers ; the farm ers are not 
sw eated , and ju d g in g  from  th e  large  q u a n tity  o f  b oo ts  th at are sold  to them , th ey  Avant a cheap k ind of 
boot ?— Y e s , and th ey  can g e t  th e  ch eap est of b oots m ade under fa ir  con d ition s. V ery  lik e ly  in  this 
particular w ork  there are on ly  a fe w  pence in  it , but th e  few  pen ce m ake a ll th e  d ifference to the sh op 
keeper, Avho k n ow s e x a c t ly  th e  p rice of the b oot in  the m arket. Y o u  m ake a b lucher boot and your  
Avholesale price is  3s. 9d. ; the sw ea tin g  m anufacturer can  do them  for 3s. 8d. ; the shopkeeper Avill buy 
them  at 3s. 8d ., th ough  th e  farm er w ill n o t g e t  th e  ad van tage of th e  penny. I  th ink  th e  farm er stands in a 
different position  to th e  m anufacturer, becau se  th e  price of Avhat he produces and the prices of m anufac
tured goods w ork differently ; lie  has to depend upon the Aveather to  a large  e x te n t , Avhich a m anufacturer  
does not ; th e  farm er depends upon P rov id en ce  for a good  h arvest, and he m ay be ruined by a bad season.

214. B y  the H on. J . A . W allace.— Do you know any trade in any country where it is made com
pulsory to brand all goods ?— In  Am erica and E ngland  in several of the trades they are allowed to register 
a T rade Union stamp.

215. I t  is not compulsory ?— T hen  they can advertise th a t their goods stam ped w ith this stamp, both 
in hats and boots, are made under fair conditions. A  body such as the Anti-SAveating League can give a 
clean bill to any firm in the city. P ub lic  opinion is so alive to the m atter th a t they are anxious to support



those who are dealing fairly, and the result will be tha t they get an increased sale, and it does not pay the 
sweater to remain in business. In  many instances the public themselves compel the manufacturer to deal 
fairly w ith the employes. T h a t is the evidence of the hatters in England and America.

216. B y  the Hon. T. D . W anliss.— W hat is to prevent your trade from doing th a t here ?—I  am
not quite sure that the Government would accept the registration of any society stamp.

2 1 7 . T h e y  co u ld  h a v e  a trade m ark  ?— I am  n o t q u ite  su re  th a t  i f  th e y  h a d  a trade m ark  th e y  co u ld  
d efen d  it i f  th e  trade  m a rk  w e r e  in fr in g ed .

218. B y  the lio n , the Chairman.— Take two manufacturers, one manufacturing his goods in a 
straightforward, honest way, and dealing fairly w ith his men, and the other making a sweated article. You 
dealt w ith the class of m anufacturer who buys the sweated article in self-defence, but there is another class, 
th a t is the middlemen who go to the manufacturer from whom they can buy their goods the cheapest ?—- 
Yes ; but if  the article were stamped, no m atter where he sells it, the public would know where it was 
made. W e thought at one time of advertising the whole of the employers who dealt fairly with their 
employes, but we found it impossible to do so, because the shopkeepers who sold one article also sold the 
other, and so where we advertised the one we m ight also advertise the other.

219. B y  the Hon. N'. Thornley.— You say these good manufacturers are compelled to go to the man
who m anufactures sweated goods to supply their customers ; if those goods are stamped, as you propose, 
by the sweated m anufacturer, you will shut out the good m anufacturer, who stands by you, from supplying 
his customer w ith the goods tha t his customer w ants ?— On the contrary, the manufacturer who deals fairly 
w ith us only manufactures certain kinds of work, because up to now the sweated labour has not gone into 
those lines. W ere the whole w ork stamped, the  good manufacturers would start manufacturing this work 
which at present they buy from the sweating shops.

2 2 0 . Though it would cost m ore?— I t  would cost a little  more, but not much.
221. You say shopkeepers will buy the cheapest goods ?— Every shopkeeper buys w hat he can sell, 

and if the public demand th a t the goods shall be stam ped w ith  a certain stamp, because they know they 
will be made under certain conditions, the shopkeeper will buy those goods which he knows he can sell ; 
and if it were well advertised th a t certain employers dealt fairly w ith  their employes, the public would ask 
for those goods. T hat has been the experience of the hatters and one or two other trades in England and 
A m erica; and I  do not th ink  the people of Victoria are more inclined to cheapness than  in other 
countries. T hey are protected  by legislation there, because the Unions can legally register and defend the 
brand, whereas here they  cannot. In  reference to the overtime, we would like th a t the overtime should be 
abolished while there are unemployed men and women who are able and willing to perform the work. W e 
are not a t all desirous of having overtime, because if  there are a certain number of unemployed—and there 
are certain busy seasons in the year— we feel, in justice to those who are unemployed, they should have a 
fair share of the work ; if not, we continue to keep them  out of employment, and sooner or later 
necessity will compel them to offer themselves cheaper th an  the men who are working.

222. B y  the Hon. N . T h o r n l e y .W ould not th a t make the production of an article more costly, 
bringing fresh men into the machines ?—I t  would not apply to the machines so much as to those w orking 
in conjunction w ith  them. G enerally speaking, the machines are not as fully employed as they m ight be. 
The machines tu rn  out a wonderful amount of work, more than can possibly be disposed of at the  present 
time, and not much overtime is necessary.

223. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace .— Suppose a job took nine hours, and a man will only work eight 
hours, would you bring in another man to finish th a t other hour’s work ?— There is no necessity for that. 
Generally speaking the men are engaged rather short time than overtime, and when a job wants finishing 
a man can come in the morning and finish it.

224. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— T he last witness gave evidence th a t for a certain class of goods 
there is a great demand during the summer time, and it is impossible to get the demand supplied without 
working overtime ?— T hey m ust either work overtime or get others to do the work. A n employer naturally 
prefers to work the hands he has in preference to putting on others, because his own men are accustomed 
to his work and his ways. I t  is like getting a stranger in the place for a few days or a week. A  man 
would sooner see old faces in his factory than strangers. At the same time every man has got to live. 
There is no doubt about the old hands being willing to do it, because if  they did not do it they would be 
discharged.

225. B y  the H on . J . M . P ra tt.— H e said there were times when they were short of work and, there
fore, th is overtime made it  righ t ?-—T hat is a fact, but, generally speaking, all the year round for a long time 
there have been some unemployed. T he question is, whether it is better to give some of the unemployed 
an opportunity of working a little  during the busy season than to allow those to work overtime who have 
had a reasonable amount of work all the year.

226. B y  the Hon. the Chavrman.— M ay there not be a special class of work and not a sufficient 
number of workmen to do that work ?— I  said where there were men capable of doing the work.

227. W ho is to judge of th a t ?— I  th ink if an employer puts a man on to do a certain work he will 
soon tell w hether the man is suitable or not. G enerally speaking a man is given one pair, and if the 
quality of the work is satisfactory he continues to work ; if not, he is told so, and there is an end of it.

228. B y  the Hon. J . A . Wallace.— So long as a man does not work more than 48 hours a week all 
the year round why do you not give him an opportunity of doing so ?— Because we think a man who has 
not work all the year round has a greater claim than  a man who has, even if the la tte r is not wor ing u

time* 229. B y  the Hon. T. D . W anliss.— Cannot those men who cannot get employment go out of the 
trade and try  and find employment in some other direction ?— There is a tendency for the unemploye o 
go elsewhere and try  to obtain employment. Ju s t now, to a large extent, W estern A ustralia is ge ing e 
benefit of th a t as far as Victoria is concerned ; but I  do not think th a t is desirable. I  think i is more
desirable th a t the people should be induced to stay here. in the

230. B y  the Hon. J . A. Wallace.— Is  not protection the cause of this great flood of laboui m tne
m arket ? I th ink th a t if instead of manufacturing boots we bought them from somewhere else i woul
not eive our people employment. I t  would rather throw  men out of work than increase the work. 1  o 
not see how buying the boots somewhere else would benefit the  manufacturer here or the men who make
them.



231. B y  the Hon. the Chairman..— Do you suggest any amendment of this Schedule ?— I  do not go 
any further than we have ; we would be very sorry to load it in any way, though there are many things 
we would like. W e think it a step in the righ t direction, and we will do our best to help the Council by any 
information th a t they m ight w ant a t any time.

232. B y the Hon. J . M. P ratt.— You object to perm its?—I t  has been very injurious to us, chiefly 
because of the abuse, and I  do not see how we can prevent the abuse. You might, perhaps, say that the 
person perm itted should not be allowed to employ any other labour, or th a t he should not be allowed to 
earn more than  a certain wage, th a t wage being a fair wage.

233. B y  the H on. S . W. Cooke.— If the price is fixed by law you th ink there would be no difficulty 
in enforcing it ?— N ot the slightest. W e have met the m anufacturers from time to time, and although the 
contract has not been kep t the employes have never asked for a higher wage, though the rate agreed to has 
been the minimum. They have never asked for a higher wage than tha t agreed to by the manufacturers.' 
There have been certain m anufacturers who have not kept to it, and there have been certain men who have 
been compelled to accept a lower wage or starve. We do not th ink  men who have accepted it under those 
conditions should be punished for doing so. I f  a schedule of prices were adopted we believe it would be 
kept by the employes.

234. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Suppose the employes are parties to breaking the law, how would 
you punish them  ?— If  a man is nex t door to starving, and an employer says— “ I  will give you work at a 
certain price ”------

235. Y ou m ight say— “ Suppose a m anufacturer is on the verge of insolvency ” 1— Then it is clear 
there would be no less trade if he were out of business, and it would go to other m anufacturers.

236. You do not propose to punish the workmen ?—No.
237. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.—I f  they  both break the law, you are in favour of one being 

punished and the other not ?—N o ; but I  th ink some effort should be made to make the employer deal 
honourably w ith  his employes, seeing tha t the employer has the power, and very often an employb may 
be in such a state th a t he has no power to resist.

238. B y  the Hon. T . D. W anliss.— Suppose an employer is not able to pay those wages when 
trade is bad ?— I f  trade is very bad, and a man has only two days a week, there is all the more reason 
w hy the man should get full wages. I f  I  were an employer and could not possibly give a proper rate 
of wages, I  think I  would go to one of the other employers and ask for a job.

239. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— Suppose a m anufacturer has machinery, he could not throw 
th a t up and ask for a job ?— I t  would be better to do th a t than to make up the deficiency out of the 
earnings of the men. I f  there is work to be given there is no inducement for the workmen to break 
the law, because they would naturally ra ther have Is. than  lOd.

240. Is  it not a fact tha t it is being done now ?— Some of the m anufacturers say it is, and I  am 
willing to take their word for it. I  cannot tell of any particular instance, except from hearsay. I  would 
not like to say any m anufacturer does it because another says he does, but I  know, nearly every manufacturer 
suspects his fellows of doing something wrong, but I  prefer not to be a judge. These penalties are 
for cases where it has been proved tha t an employer has broken the law  knowingly.

241. Suppose it is proved tha t a workm an broke the law knowingly ?— T hen I  have no objection to 
treating  him in the same way ; but there is a great difference between a man who is nex t door to starving, 
and will do anything for a meal, and a m anufacturer.

242. B y  the Hon. I I .  Cuthbert.— T he punishm ent m ight not be the same. A  rich manufacturer might 
be able to pay the full fine where a poor workman cannot?— I  have always been opposed to fines ; it is no 
punishm ent if a man has the money ; it is only a punishm ent if he has not the money and has to go to gaol, 
so he is punished because he has no money. I  th ink  in reference to fines it would be well to fix a minimum 
as well as a maximum, because in certain branches of the Factories A ct in the past there have been some 
very low fines, w hich have been an inducem ent to a manufacturer to continue, because it  paid him.

243. B y  the Hon. N . Thornley.— W as the offence serious ?— T he bench said it was serious and must 
be put down, and they finished by fining one shilling, or something of th a t sort.

The witness withdrew.

T he H onorable Frederick Thom as D erham  examined.

244. B y  the H on. the Chairma/n.— Y ou represent the V ictorian Chamber of M anufactures ?— Yes. 
I  am also m anaging director of Swallow and A riell, Lim ited, employing 500 hands.

245. You speak now as a m anufacturer ?— Yes.
246. W hat is your general opinion of this B ill?— I  feel bound to speak first of all on behalf of the 

Chamber. W e had a number of m eetings n ight after n ight, perhaps six  or seven meetings, and very late 
meetings they were, because we saw the m atter was of great importance and we wished to give it the 
fullest consideration. The intention of the  Government appeared to be to touch the sw eating—w ith which 
we had the strongest sym pathy, and if we could have seen our way to approve of the methods suggested 
in the Bill we should have been delighted to do so, but the discussion on th a t particular point occupied 
tw o or three nights by itself. A fter hearing those particular trades th a t are to be affected in the first 
instance, the clothing, boots and shoes, and furniture, and feeling th a t they were telling us the tru th  over 
the m atter, we saw th a t the  appointm ent of a Board would not have the effect of suppressing sweating. 
W e found th a t the difficulties in the way of the Board carrying out such work were so numerous and so 
great as to render success impossible.

247. A re you referring  to the Board as provided in the Bill ?— A ny Board. V  e take the primary 
objection th a t no Board can effectively do the work sought to be imposed upon it.

248. E ven supposing the Board was appointed by the operatives on the one side and the manufac
turers on the other ?— Yes. I t  applies to any Board however constituted. T hey could not have a 
technical knowledge of each of those trades in all the various branches, w ith the constant changes of 
fashion, shape, and style, and in the  num ber of stitches in a garm ent. No Board th a t wre could think of 
could reasonably be expected to fix prices justly .



249. Could not a Board of five or six practical m anufacturers and five or six workmen deal w ith 
those m atters ?— I t  was considered not.

250. H ow  is it th a t a Board in the boot trade, consisting of six on each side, have for years past 
regulated the prices ?—I  asked th a t question w ith  regard to the clothing, and I  was told th a t the log 
system  has broken down.

251. W as there any reason given for its having broken down ?— I t  was found to be unworkable.
252. W as it  on account of the large amount of labour and the small amount of work available ?— 

T h a t was not stated. W hen I  found those objections to a Board of any kind, I  asked how was it there was 
a log in the clothing trade, and the reply I  got was it had broken down ; it was not workable.

253. B y  the Hon. F . S . G rim w ade .—T he tariff could not be carried out ?— Yes.
254. B y  the Hon. the Ghavrman.— On the other hand, was not evidence given before the Sw eating 

Board tha t, in some instances, the prices fixed had not been varied for a number of years ?—I  do not know 
as to tha t.

255. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace .— T h a t would refer to certain classes of goods ?—I  was told the log 
system  had broken down.

256. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— Then, so far as you are concerned, representing the Chamber of 
M anufactures, you desire to express your dissent from any Board?— Yes, as being unworkable. T h a t was 
the unanimous opinion of the whole of the members of the Chamber of M anufactures present at the meetings.

257. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.— W hen was th a t ?— W e held the  meetings in November and 
December.

258. W ere there many of the clothing m anufacturers present ?— There appeared to be m anufacturers 
in alm ost every trade present.

259. I  am informed th a t some of the principal clothing m anufacturers have been asked, and they 
said they w ere not consulted and were not present ?— T h at is quite a m istake. T he first meeting was 
called by advertisem ent under the auspices of the Chamber of M anufactures. T h a t Chamber asked all 
its own members to attend, and all m anufacturers outside too. I t  was open to any one to attend.

260. In  your opinion, it would be almost impossible for a Board to give satisfaction in the dis
charge of its duties. A re you aw are th a t in M elbourne the tailors have a trade log, w hich has been suc
cessfully in operation since 1872 ?— I  was told the  log had broken down. I  was told the log was chiefly 
observed in regard to slops.

261. H ere is the  tailors’ log established in 1872. I t  is worked out in the various th ings— [•pro
ducing the same]. A re you prepared, from your own knowledge and experience, to say th a t th a t has not 
worked adm irably since 18 7 3 ?—No. I  am here representing the Chamber. I  have no personal 
knowledge of the clothing trade myself. T he members of the clothing trade who were there were perfectly 
confident a Board could not work, and they satisfied the rest of us it  would not work.

262. W as any reference made to th is log ?— Only th a t I  asked about the log, and they told me 
the log had broken down.

263. H ere is another log, the V ictorian Tailoresses’ U nion, schedule of prices for coats, trousers, 
setting, m achining, vests, buttonholes, w eekly wages, and so on— [producing the same~\. H as not th a t 
worked satisfactorily ?— I  am not in a position to say. Of course, in objecting to the system of a Board 
we felt the  great responsibility. W e felt the sw eating evil ought to be grappled w ith in some way, and as 
th is was proposed we did not like to object to it. T he only suggestion th a t was the outcome of our dis
cussion was th a t Parliam ent should extend the perm it system so as to check the giving out of goods a t 
very low rates to persons outside of factories.

264. B y  the H on. J . M . P ra tt .— W ould not th a t lead to more being given o u t?— W e think it very 
wrong to force persons into factories against their 'will. T hey should be protected by giving fair rates of 
wages for th a t work. I t  has been said th a t persons worked outside factories at very low rates ; we say we 
would be very glad to see the perm it system  extended, to see th a t starvation rates are not paid.

265. B y  the H on. S . W . Cooke.— W ho would fix those rates?— T hat would have to be done by 
some authority .

266. B y  the Hon. J . M . P ra tt .— A t piece-work the more a man can do, the more likely he is to 
reduce the wages at the  factory. I f  I  can do double the w ork out of the factory, I  can do far better than  a 
man who comes into the factory ?— T he piece-work should be done at a living wage.

267. B y  the Hon. the Chavrma/n.— Do you mean th a t th is perm it system should only be allowed to 
be carried on in buildings th a t would be deemed to be factories and subject to legislation ? T hat led to the 
proposition th a t each house w here piece-work was done should be a factory under the A ct, but th a t was 
not carried, though  a large m inority were in favour of it. I t  was thought a fair th ing would be to find out 
the average amount of work th a t a  reasonably good employe could get through in a certain time, and make
th a t the  standard ; then  if some persons outside could do more they would earn more. ^

268. W ould they  be allowed to have more than  a certain quantity a t a given time ? —Yes, if they
could do more. . . . .

269. Suppose a woman takes home four or five suits more than she can finish m eight hours, now 
can you p revent her w orking ten hours ?— There was no disposition on the part of the Chamber to encourage
w orking beyond eight hours. . mv. u i

270. How  are you going to stop it ?— I t  would need a very large amount of inspection. I h e  whole
thing is surrounded bv difficulties. W e are of opinion tha t the proposal in the Bill will not meet the 
difficulties. A s far as we can make out, the sweating is chiefly outside the factories, and we thought the
factories should be, to a large extent, le t alone. .

271. T he workmen say the work should not be allowed to go outside the factories . We strongly
object to people being forced into factories against their will. .

272. B y  the H on. F . S. G rim wade .— Did the Chamber of M anufactures propose m any way to
grapple w ith  the difficulty of the people outside the factories working long hours . ey wis e o
prevent all w orking long hours.. , . ,

273. T hey  do not w ish to force them  into the factories ?— W e do not want them  o e orce
into factories, or to work ex tra  hours outside. , . . ™  ,

274. How would you avoid th a t ?— T h at is one of the difficulties of the situation. W e m
the Board will not stop sweating, and this is the  best suggestion we can offer.



275. B y  the H on. S . W. Cooke.— There m ust be a Board under your proposition ?— T he Board will 
fix the prices.

276. B y  the H on. the Chairman. A nd an army of inspectors to see th a t a man or woman does not 
get through more than  a certain am ount of w ork in a week ?— Yes.

277. B y  the H on. J . A .  W allace.— If  a m other and daughter were working outside, you would 
not call th a t a factory under the A ct ?— No. W e do not propose tha t, but it was considered; a large 
number were in favour of m aking one person a factory.

278. You know  how  long it takes to m ake a certain garm ent ?— T he clothing m anufacturers know.
279. I f  a man sends tw o pairs of boots out and gives a certain time to make them , you would 

give out a w eek 's work on the  same principle ?— Yes, and then  not give any more for another week.
280. B y  the H o n . TV. I .  W in ter-Irv in g .— H ow  would you trea t a mother and tw o daughters who 

have been brought down in circum stances ; would you allow them to work in their own private houses, or 
in a factory?— W e would leave them perfectly free to w ork where they  though t proper.

281. W ould you have inspectors over the draw ing-room  w here they  were working ?— I t  is very 
undesirable.

282. B y  the Hon. J . A . Wallace.— You would not have it  m arked up in Roman letters outside the 
door ?—No. T he  standard of work to be done outside should be akin to the standard inside ; th a t is they 
should have a similar am ount of pay.

283. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— A nd no man should be allowed to do more work outside than 
inside ?— No.

284. B y  the Hon. F . S . Grimwade.— H ow are you going to control th a t ?— Only give them a certain 
amount to do.

285. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— W hat would you do in the event of a m anufacturer issuing some 
coats in addition by m istake ?— M anufacturers m ust not make m istakes. If  they  are discovered to be 
doing it  in a w rong w ay they  should be punished for it. T hen  as regards the Board— if the Legislature 
should insist upon the appointm ent of a Board the present proposal is objectionable, as the Governor in 
Council, m eaning the  M inister of the day, would have the power to appoint a Board th a t m ight not deal 
fairly  w ith  the persons appearing before the Board. We contend th a t the Board should be appointed by the 
election of representatives from both sides.

286. H ow  m any would you advise ?— W e did not discuss th a t very much. I  th ink about five on 
each side would be sufficient.

287. B y  the Hon. J . M . P ra tt.— Should they  elect the ir own chairman ?— If  possible they should 
appoint the  chairman from outside them selves ; if not, the  G overnor in Council should appoint some one. 
T hen  comes in  the  question of the  status. W e though t of a C ounty Court Judge. I t  was suggested tha t 
a police m agistrate m ight do, bu t we do not th ink  he would have the same experience as a County Court 
Judge.

288. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— H ave you considered how many Boards there would be ?— Some 
people th ink  th a t as soon as the A c t came into operation there would be a great rush  for Boards.

289. Do you th in k  th a t the Board th a t could decide upon the prices in connexion w ith  the clothing 
trade could also decide for the  boot trade ?— N o ; we th ink  a Board for each trade would be necessary.

290. H ow  m any C ounty C ourt Ju d g es would be required ?— T h a t is the  question.
291. T he Board would be perpetually  s ittin g ? — N ot perpetually  s it t in g ;  it would have to be 

perpetually a t command.
292. Y ou w ould need to have five or six  County Court Ju dges ?— T hey  would not be always at 

work. I t  is a pure guess how m any disputes would arise.
293. B y  the H on. S . W. Cooke.— W ould it  m eet your view  if the  chairm an were appointed by a 

County Court Ju d g e  ?— I  am inclined to th ink  th a t would be a very good w ay out of it.
294. B y  the Hon. the C haw m an.— Should not the chairm an be a man who understands practically 

the business subm itted to him  ?— Y es, he would have to understand the circumstances.
295. Can we expect a C ounty Court Ju d g e  to understand m uch about boots or breeches ?—Perhaps

not. O ur great aim  is to  have someone w ho shall be absolutely im partial.
296. B y  the H o n . H . Cuthbert.— I f  the  m atter is left to the G overnor in Council, would he not 

exercise as good judgm ent in the  selection of a chairm an as a County Court Ju d g e  ?— I t  is the M inister 
of the  day ; the G overnor has really  nothing to do w ith  it.

297. I t  could not be passed by the M inister w ithou t the sanction of his colleagues ?— I f  he is a 
strong M inister he could carry i t  in the  Cabinet, and he m ight be under political pressure in Parliam ent.

298. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— Do you not know  th a t innum erable Orders in Council are passed 
on the signature of the  M inister, and th e  Cabinet never sees them  ?— Scores of them.

299. B y  the H on. I I .  Cuthbert.— T he M inister of the  day adm inistering the A ct and the Prem ier 
settle those th ings. N early  every m atter th a t comes before the Governor in Council is subm itted to the 
Prem ier ?— T he Prem ier would not in terfere w ith  a good colleague much.

300. H e w ould be guided very m uch by his recommendation, bu t if he saw  there  was any objection
would he not postpone the m atter ?— T here  are Prem iers and Prem iers.

301. B y  the H on . J . A . W allace.— H ow  do you expect those Boards would be paid, and by whom?— 
W e have not discussed th a t question ; perhaps the litigan ts m ight pay.

302. B y  the H on . H . Cuthbert.— W ould th a t not be an im portant elem ent to consider. I f  the Board 
is to  be paid it  would come to a very heavy item  ?— Yes.

303. Is  it not your experience th a t a small committee, or sm all board of directors, will do work in 
a more satisfactory m anner than  a large one ?— Y es, decidedly.

304. T hen  how is it th a t the Cham ber of M anufactures desire the num ber to be doubled. I  hey 
have not taken  into consideration the question of expense, w hich is a very im portant one, in the considera
tion of the  m atter. W ith  four good m en— tw o chosen from  the  m anufacturers, and two from the employes 
w ith a good chairman, do you not th ink  they would really  accom plish their work in as satisfactory a 
manner as if  you appointed ten  or fifteen, seeing th a t th a t is the case in a company ?— The comparison is 
not quite a fair one. T he one situation is not on all fours w ith  the other. In  the  case of a company all 
the directors have the  com pany’s interests a t heart, w hereas in th is case each side has its own in terests to 
consider, not the  interests of the  other.



305. Do you think those gentlemen would give their time and attention to the important duties 
devolving on them without remuneration ?—I  think they ought to.

306-7. Do you think they would ?—There is always a difficulty in getting men to work for nothing. 
I  think they ought to.

308. I  suppose, so far as the manufacturers were concerned, there would be no difficulty in selecting 
five men who would give their time without the hope of remuneration ; with the employes it might be 
different ?—I t  is a very serious sacrifice to a man of business to give his business hours to other people’s 
work.

309. I suppose the meetings would generally be in the evening ?—Yes, I  suppose so.
310. In  that case men would be prepared, on each side, to sacrifice a little without putting the 

State to the expense of reimbursing them for their loss of tim e?— Yes, if the contending parties did not 
call upon them frivolously.

311. B y  the Hon. J . A. W allace.— The honour itself would be sufficient ?—It should be so.
312. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat is the next point you wish to bring under notice?— With 

regard to the operation of the A ct altogether. The mere existence of a Board having the power to alter 
the cost of producing an article is introducing into business an element of uncertainty which is very objec
tionable. Manufacturers are frequently asked to contract for a foreign market over a period of time, and 
if they are liable to have their tariff of wages altered that introduces an element of uncertainty, and to 
protect themselves from that they must make some allowance.

313. In  any large contract for shipbuilding there is a clause inserted providing for strikes. They 
undertake to deliver the ship in a certain time, strikes excepted ?— Yes. We have that here in the New
castle coal contracts, but a merchant in India would say—“ You must make your contract to deliver the 
stuff. I  have nothing to do with the rise and fall of wages. If you do not make the contract someone else 
will.”

314. They would be all on the same footing as far as the colony is concerned ?—Yes, but we do not 
want to handicap the colony as against other competitors.

315. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— W hat section would that refer to ?—T he Board having the power 
to fix prices whenever it liked.

316. T hat power is confined to certain articles ; it would not refer to your business ?— Some of those 
expressions are extremely wide. I  read it as giving power to apply the A ct to any trade.

317. Your remarks would apply to section 4 ?—Yes, and to the appointment of the Board to fix 
wages. Then under clause 9 there is immense power given to the inspector. We think that is too much 
power to give to any officer.

318. B y  the Hon. the Chai/rman.— T hat is governed by the Principal A c t?—The justices would not 
care to act in antagonism to the Chief Inspector. They would not undo a thing that has been done as readily 
as they would do it in the first place.

319. B y  the Hon. H. Cuthbert.— You object to the latter portion of that clause ? Yes, from the 
35th line. We propose that all after tha t should be omitted. Then as to clause 14, sub-clause 4 In  the 
event of a contravention,” and so on ; we think fourteen days’ notice should be given.

320. Sub-Section 4 refers merely to the non-compliance with the provisions of section 14, and that 
provision is, to a great extent, the law at the present time. I t  is only slightly magnified here, and surely, 
if there is a contravention of that, to give fourteen days’ notice might to a great extent defeat the object 
of the Bill. I f  it  was said—■“ in the event of a contravention of any of the provisions continuing for a 
longer period than forty-eight hours,” I  could see something reasonable in th a t ?—The Bill provides for no 
notice at all.

321. A ll tha t a manufacturer is bound to do is to keep true records giving such particulars as may 
be prescribed. This is in substitution for section 15 of the Principal A ct. The objectors ought to 
show that section 15 has worked a hardship to the manufacturers. Can you give any case of the kind ? 
—No; I  do not propose to cite any cases, but we felt we ought to have fair notice of anything of this kind.

322. People think tha t this is general all through, but it is limited to an offence created under sec
tion 14. There is a duty imposed under tha t section to keep the records, and if they do not keep a record 
they are liable for each day to a fine. I t  says— “ In  each and every factory or work-room there shall be 
made a tiue record in such form and giving such particulars as may be prescribed, and such record shall be 
produced for inspection whenever demanded by the inspector, and shall be forwarded annually to the Chief 
Inspector a t such time as may be prescribed.” I t  does not. refer to anything beyond that ? We were afraid 
it meant some other record.

323. B y  the Hon. W. I . W inter-Irv in g .—Do you think that is a fair way of putting it ?— Speaking 
as a manufacturer who has always tried to deal fairly and honestly with his employes, I  look upon t is as 
an insult. If  it was submitted to a vote of our own people they would not have it.

324. B y  the Hon. the Chairmxm.— l t  differs very little  from the Principal A c t? — I  here are some
portions of the original A ct that are very much to be objected to.

325. B y  the Hon. H. Cuthbert.— Were you in Parliament in 1884 ?—I  was. As to the clause 
providing for meeting the exigencies of trade, clause 24, which is an amendment o c ause 0  e 
existing law, the M inister of the day has the power to lay down whatever conditions he thinks proper 
under which a manufacturer may employ his people overtime^ They appear to ie wor s ia J 1 
smuggled in, tha t Parliam ent did not take notice of at the time, and t ey can e cons ru_ .
Minister to mean th a t he can insist upon your paying such wages as he thinks proper. A  case^  
occurred w ith us. W ith the present Government we have nothing to complain ok u • / h! 
applied for our usual overtime tha t we have had for many years. Our goo s ®in° ^  w ' d
cannot make them beforehand ; we must make them in time to have them fresh. ) ^   ̂P
for overtime, and we met w ith no obstruction from the Department, yet from the inm ‘.PPgg whQ 
the overtime to the time at which we got it eight days were consumed. Io  a  ̂  ̂ t
when he makes up his mind to do a thing, does it at once, a loss of eight days is mos senous , i <y
Kp qtrnus. You cannot get people outside to understand this. f

326. W hose fau lt is it  w hen  such a delay occurs ?— Y ou  have to ask the G ovcium en cv per . 
m ission to carry on your business in a particular w ay, w hich  ̂ your em ployes are w i ing o o, am  
w h ich  you w ill pay them  w e ll to do, and you cannot get permission at once,

F a c t o r ie s . c



3 2 /. B y  the H on. J . Sternberg. A re not certain officers responsible for th a t lax ity  in carrying 
out tlie A c t? — You cannot call it lax ity . T he Chief Inspector has to satisfy himself as to w hat you 
w ant, that it is really a pressing emergency of trade. H aving ascertained that, he has to advise 'the 
M inister as to w hat will be a fair rate of wage.

328. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— T he M inister may be out of town ?— H e may, and I  have given 
th a t as an instance to show the b ligh ting  effect upon trade of G overnm ent interference. W e are working 
now in th is colony under the m ost adverse conditions. We have to compete w ith other nations who have 
cheap labour, and if we are not allowed to have free scope for the  employment of the people, how are we 
going to make a wage fund in the colony and general prosperity  ?

329. B y  the H on. J . M . P ra tt.— Y ours is a business where, particularly  at Christm as time, it is 
necessary to have th is overtim e, because you are never sure w hat orders are coming in, but you must be 
alw ays ready w ith  fresh goods for those orders ?—Yes, the  officers of the D epartm ent carry out their 
duties as w ell as they can ; we have nothing to complain of in regard  to the officers ; it is only that 
the law imposes certain duties upon them.

330. B y  the Hon. II . Cuthbert.— In  this particular instance th a t you have given, how did it come to 
pass th a t it required eight days before the D epartm ent were in a position to give you the concession that 
you asked?— I t  was explained to me th a t on the first two days the C hief Inspector was engaged in 
some court, and therefore could not attend to th is m atter. I  am not im puting any delay to the inspector, 
bu t I  say th is interfering w ith  business is detrim ental to the  in terests of employers and employes 
alike.

331. Is  it not so at the  present time ?—-Yes, I  am referring to the existing law ; th a t is why I  ask 
the Committee to be careful how they pass any of those small ambiguous phrases that cover a lot of ground 
and give the M inister power to do th ings th a t Parliam ent never intended he should do.

332. B y  the Hon. J . A . Wallace.— Supposing you had ex tra  work in hand, and required to have 
overtime, would it  be ju s t as handy for you to ge t in strangers as to employ your own hands ?— No; they 
m ust have experience in the goods— they m ight spoil a lot of goods unless they had experience.

333. B y  the Hon. J . M . P ra tt .—I f  there is overtime, naturally you desire your employes to continue 
on, as they know most about your business?— Yes, we could not get in strangers to do it, and we always 
pay them  an ex tra  rate.

334. B y  the l io n . H . Cuthbert.— And they  are well satisfied to do it  ?— Yes, they are glad to 
earn the money ; we pay more than the  ordinary rate of wages.

335. Do you pay them  a ra te  and a ha lf ?— In  this particular case in regard to some young people
the M inister required us to pay them  double. T hey were hands getting  below a certain rate of wage.

336. B y  the Hon. J .  A . W a llace .—W hose pockets does th a t come out of ?— Out of the company’s 
pockets— the public w ill pay in the end, no doubt.

337. B y  the H on. F . S . Grimwade.— W hat is your opinion of sub-section 4 of section 14, th a t is 
as to a fine of 40s. a day ?— I t  is monstrous.

338. B y  the H on. II. Cuthbert.— I t  may be Is. a day, it says “ not exceed ing” ?— T h e  offence may 
occur through inadvertence. Our buildings cover twro or three acres, and we do not know in which part 
the inspector would like to have the notice posted. I f  we omitted to post it in any particular part we 
should contravene the A ct unw ittingly, and there is no provision for escape.

339. W hat -would you recommend in lieu ?— Make it not exceeding £5  for the offence.
340. I f  a man snaps his finger and says— “ I  am .not going to keep a record,” you would not allow 

him to escape the perform ance of his duty ?— T here is not much in it, i t  is a trifling m atter.
341. B ut if it is the law , the law  should be enforced. W e cannot allow a m an to snap his fingers 

and say— “ I  am not going to do it  ” ?— W e object to it in the  first place being the law.
342. Assum ing we th ink there ought to be a fine ; if  an offence is continued after notice has been 

given, you would surely say for any continuation there ought to be a fine per day ?— T his Bill does not 
say t h a t ; if it  w ere altered in th a t direction, th a t would improve it very much. T hen I  come to clause 
15, providing for a record of outside work ; we propose to put in there— “ as far as practicable.”

343. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— Is not th a t im plied?—N o ;  we m ight be told— “ There is the
A ct.”

344. B y  the Hon. I I .  Cuthbert.— Is not th a t governed by the word “ substantially  ” — you are not 
compelled to keep a correct record, bu t a substantially  correct record, th a t is, having regard to the circum
stances of each particu lar case. I t  would be for the court to give the interpretation  to th a t w ord?— I t  
makes it  safer if you say— “ as far as practicable.”

345. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— W ho would have to decide th a t ?— T he court.
346. T hen  it comes to the same th ing  ; they would have to decide w hat was “ substantially  ”  ?— 

Y es ; then there is a penalty  mentioned. A ll the penalties all through the Bill seem to us enormous. As 
to sub-clause 4, th a t the records may be published by the G overnor in Council, it is thought inadvisable 
th a t the  records of persons'’ private business should be published in the Government Gazette or anywhere 
else. I t  is most unfair to publish those particulars, letting your com petitors know exactly  w hat you are 
doing. In  sub-clause 7 of the same clause the first line is— “ No person shall be convicted of a contra
vention of this section,-” we th ink the word “ convicted ” is outrageous. W e suggest— “ N o person shall be 
deemed to have contravened th is section.”

347. B y  the Hon. W. I .  W in ter-Irv ing .— Clause 16 deals w ith the restriction on persons who may 
hold perm its ; is th a t desirable w here a m other and tw o daughters may take a work-room ?—-I  stated that 
we object altogether to persons being prevented earning the ir living. I  th ink th a t restriction is most 
undesirable.

348. B y  the H on. II . Cuthbert.— How would you propose to modify th a t ?— W e do not propose to 
issue permits in th a t way a t all. I f  persons can do w ork at their homes, let them  work by all means and 
earn their living.

349. B y  the Hon. J . M . P ra tt.— In other words, you do not require any permits ?—No.
350. B y  the Hon. I I . Cuthbert.— T hey are free to work at present a t their own place, "where there 

are not more than  four or six  engaged. Do you propose th a t persons tak ing  in w ork shall be permitted to 
carry on th a t w ork a t a place w ithout any restriction ?— If  it can be done w ithout sw eating I  would, but m 
face of the difficulty of sw eating, I  th ink  they m ust subm it to some inspection and to a permit.



. ^51. B y  the Hon. J . A . Wallace.— Then it comes to w hat you said before— you would regulate the 
quantity  of work given out to each individual ?— Yes.

352. B y  the Hon. I I . Cuthbert.— Would you put people under any disability ; suppose people could 
not attend in a factory, would they be entitled to a permit, or would you say th a t every one who wished to 
obtain a perm it should be entitled to it ?—Decidedly.

. 3 5 3 . B y  the lio n . J . Sternberg,— T he Chief Inspector has the power to grant or cancel perm its— do you 
not th ink  the M inister for the time being should be the person to whom they should apply, and who should 
upon the recommendation of the inspector grant a permit, or would you give the sole power to the Chief 
Inspector ? I t  is a great deal of power to give to the inspector, but the other course would be throw ing 
too much work on the M inister.

354. B y  the H on, the Chairman.— H e would have to be guided by the Chief Inspector?— Yes.
355. B y  the lio n . J . Sternberg.—Do you not th ink the power gi ven to the inspector under this section 

is far too great, inasmuch as he has in his province the righ t to do an injustice to an applicant for a perm it, 
w ithout any appeal from th a t applicant ?— Yes, it is too much power. I  would give the applicants power 
of appeal to the court.

356. B y  the H on, J .  A . W allace.— Is a perm it actually necessary in giving work out ?— T h at is 
going back to the previous question— I  am afraid it is, in order to grapple w ith the sweating.

357. B y  the Hon. W. I . W in ter-Irving .— Who is to be the judge of the quantity of work to be done 
in a certain time ?— I  am afraid you m ust have a Board for that.

358. B y  the Hon. II. Cuthbert.— If the  Board has to deal w ith that, should not it sit from week to 
■week ?— You have the great evil of sw eating to grapple w ith. Inconveniences of trade must not count as 
against the great offence against hum anity— you m ust give the people all the  benefit you can, and to meet 
the outdoor work we would consent to a Board, but not a Board to govern the rates of wages in all 
factories.

359. B y  the Hon. S . W. Cooke.— Y ou think those perm its are given as a m atter of course ?—:So 
long as the inspector is perfectly satisfied they are not w orking too long hours, and are not sweating.

360. I t  is not a question of p e rm it; it is a question of wage and of work done ?— Yes.
361. B y  the lio n . H . Cuthbert.— Suppose, if a perm it is refused by the C hief Inspector, there were 

the righ t given to the parties to appeal to the court of petty  sessions, would th a t be an improvement ?— 
I  th ink it ■would be a great improvement.

362. B y  the Hon. J . M . P ra tt.— I t  is too arb itrary  a power to pu t in the  hands of any one man ?—
I t  is.

363. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— H ow  could a widow appeal to a court of petty  sessions ?— I t  is 
very hard upon them  ; th a t is where the trouble comes in.

364. B y  the H on. J . A . Wallace.— Suppose the Board lim ited the quantity  of w ork for each 
individual, would it be necessary to have a perm it a t a l l? — I t  would be registration, w hich would be 
alm ost an equivalent. On the point of outside sweating, several cases were cited by the Chief Secretary 
in his speech in the Assem bly in perfectly good faith , I  am sure ; ho cited cases of widows who were 
earning about 1 1 s. a week ; but the difficulty a m anufacturer has to face is this, a widow w ith four or five 
children cannot do more than a single girl can, a single girl is only w orth 1 1 s, a w eek—the widow says she 
w ants the work to give her children food— w hat is the m anufacturer to do ? Is he to say— “ Go and starve ?” 
I t  is easy to cite these cases, bu t it is not so easy to find the remedy ; th a t is one of the missing links in 
society, there is not a sufficient provision for widows. In  this clause there is a penalty again ; we object 
to the penalties rig h t through as being excessive. I t  says the registration of a factory in th a t case shall 
be cancelled forthw ith  by the  inspector, he has no option, he is bound to do it.

365. B y  the H on. J . Sternberg.— Do you recommend an appeal in th a t case ?—W e ask for the righ t 
of appeal in  all cases.

366. B y  the Hon. J . M . P ra tt.—I t  would be a controlling power, even w ith the Chief Inspector, if 
he knew  the parties had the rig h t of app ea l?—Yes. Clause 17, sub-clause 1 , says— “ In  fixing such 
lowest price or ra te  the special Board shall take into consideration the nature, kind, and class of the work, 
and the mode and manner in which the work is to be done, and any m atter which may from time to time 
be prescribed.” I t  is these general phrases th a t we object to. W hatever duties are to be imposed upon us 
we wish imposed upon us by Parliam ent, not by any one M inister.

367. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— T h at would be done by the Governor in Council %— W hat is the 
need for those words ?

368. I f  anything new arose, in place of having recourse to a new A ct of Parliam ent, it could be 
provided for by regulation ?— W e object to  th a t ; we have had a bad experience of that already in the case 
I  have cited. Then sub-clause 7 of the same clause says— “ apprentices and improvers,” tha t seems to us to 
have a tendency to lim it the area of employment, which is a bad thing for the country. I t  .is bad for 
employers, employes, and for the country* if  persons able to earn a living are not allowed to do it.

369. H ow  is the proportion of apprentices ascertained at the present time ?— The employer is glad 
to get as m any as he can find work for.

370. A nd the same w ith  improvers ?— I  do not know about improvers. I  am desired by the Cham
ber to ask th a t this sub-clause may be w ithdrawn.

371. B y  the Hon. J . Sternberg.— W hat do you recommend in lieu of the age of eighteen years set
out in th a t sub-clause 7 ?—You have already a law th a t you cannot work young people under thiiteen, I
th ink. I.w ould  have no other lim it bu t that. Clause 19 provides for the appointment of a special Board 
to fix the  hours of labour ; th a t is one of the  most extraordinary things I  ever heard of m  my life.  ̂ I t  
does not even mention eight hours. I t  can say a man shall work six hours or five hours. I t  is bat ±oi the 
S tate to teach people to be lazy, if they have to earn their living ; in these times they must be taught to
work. W e object altogether to this proposal. 1(1, T ,

372. B y the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— Does your objection apply to the whole of clause 19 t— l o  the
whole of it. I  hope th a t none of it will become law. T his clause was not introduced by the Government. 
Clause 21, sub-clause 2, says— “ unless such council, w ithin two months from the date of such notice by the 
Chief Inspector, sign ifies/’ Supposing the council omits to do so who is going to compel them to do i t .

373. There is a duty imposed on them . U nder the A ct it  is m andatory th a t they shall do so . 
B u t supposing they do not ?



374. A n y  person dissatisfied can compel th e  council to  perform the du ty  cast upon them  under the 
A c t ?— I t  m ight tak e  m onths to do th a t. I s  a m an to have the  use of his building, w hich he has 
perhaps ju s t  com pleted a t enorm ous cost, delayed to him  for m onths pending an appeal to the  Suprem e 
C o u rt?

375. I  do not th in k  it  is reasonable to suppose th a t  the  council w ill not perform  th e  du ty  imposed 
upon them  under th e  A c t ?— Som etim es they  w ill do very  strange th ings. Suppose it is a labour district, 
and there is an  election com ing on, and th e  m en w an t votes, those men w ill do anything.

376. W ill th ey  run th e  risk  of an  appeal to  the  Suprem e Court ?—Y es ; the  cost w ill not come out
of their pockets. T h e  council w ill pay  for it. T h ey  w ill ru in  you and get a lo t of votes.

377. T h e  inspector has first of a ll to repo rt to the  council th a t in h is opinion it  is dilapidated, unsafe 
for use, or in jurious to  health . Surely  if he gives th a t notice to the  council, and the A ct says th a t the 
council shall look in to  th e  m atter and repo rt w ith in  tw o m onths, i t  is no t reasonable to suppose th a t the 
council w ill object to perform  th e ir  duty ?— I  am  afraid  it  m ight easily happen. I  do not th in k  we ought 
to be in  the pow er of the  council in th a t  w ay, to  say w hether we shall work or not.

378. W h a t is to be done in  th e  case of a place being unsafe for use or injurious to health  ?—
W e are quite ready to have th a t, bu t we object th a t ' we are not allowed to  resum e w ork unless the 
council notifies to th e  Chief In sp ec to r— le t the C hief In spec to r proceed w ithout reference to the council.

379. T h is  A c t only goes so fa r  as th is, th a t th e  council is bound w ithin tw o m onths to report 
to the  inspector ; suppose it  does not, and the  inspector is satisfied a t  th e  end of tw o m onths th a t 
the  repairs have been m ade, and th a t th e  place is fit for hab itation , there is no th ing  to prevent him  from 
g ran ting  reg istra tion  ?— Supposing it  is a  large factory  th a t  has been closed for repairs, w hy should the 
factory-ow ner;have to w ait for tw o m onths ; why should it  no t be done ju s t as prom ptly  as they  are required 
to do th ings a t the instance of th e  C hief In sp ec to r—w hy should an immense place and p lan t be kept 
idle for tw o m onths ?

380. Suppose th e  council have to  do i t  in  a  reasonable tim e, no t exceeding tw o m onths ?— T hey 
have only to m ake an inspection.

381. U n d e r the  H ea lth  A c t w e can only in terfere  where, in  the  opinion o f the medical officer, 
the  place is in jurious to h ea lth — this goes beyond th a t, i t  is w here th e  place is dilapidated, unsafe, or 
unfit for use. I f  i t  is unfit to be inhabited  it  may not be in jurious to  health , bu t i t  m ay be very 
d isagreeable to the people who have to assem ble there , and th e  inspector may say— “ I  w ant this 
repaired  ; ” it  is only r ig h t to give th a t pow er ?— Yes.

382. B y  the H o n . N . T horn ley .— W ould no t the  B oard of H ea lth  be the  proper body to attend 
to  th a t ?— Yes.

383. I s  i t  w ith in  your ow n know ledge th a t  a council has persisten tly  for years k ep t an abattoirs 
th a t has been condem ned as objectionable and injurious to  th e  public h ea lth  ?— I  have heard  of such 
a case.

384. B y  the H on. S . A u s tin .— W ould it  be satisfactory  if provision were made for th e  C hief 
In specto r to take  proceedings by summons against the  ow ner of a factory  ?— I  am assum ing th a t the 
repairs have been effected.

385. B y  the H on. J . A .  W a llace .— W hy not leave it  in the hands of the inspector, w ith  pow er of 
appeal ?— I  do not see w hy th ey  should no t be required  to inspect th e  place in  a  few  days. I t  w ould be 
far better for th e  inspector to be able to say— “ I  am  satisfied th a t those repairs have been carried ou t.”

386. B y  the H on. I I . C uthbert.— T he factory  is no t to  be closed during the tw o m onths. I t  is not 
closed un til th e  exp ira tion  of the  tw o m onths, and no recom m endation h av ing  come from th e  council, so 
the business can go on for the  tw o m onths ?— T h e  m arginal note says— “R eg istra tio n  of a factory  cancelled.” 
I  now come to clause 24, sub-clause 1— “ N o person shall employ, or authorize or perm it to be employed, 
in any factory or w ork-room  any person under the age of six teen  years, or any wom an or g irl for more 
than  fo rty -e igh t hours in a n y o n e  w eek, or for more th an  ten  hours in  any one day.” Som etim es it  is 
necessary to em ploy them  a little  longer th an  th e  ten  hours in one day.

387. T he H on. the C hairm an.— Sub-clause 3 provides th a t  th e  M inister m ay suspend the  lim itation 
of hours.

388. B y  the H on. H . C uthbert.— D oes it  often happen  th a t  those g irls have to be em ployed more 
than  ten  hours in a day ?— I t  is m ostly  boys. J u s t  a t C hristm as tim e it  is w anted. I t  is not done day 
after day, bu t som etim es w hen a steam er leaves n e x t m orning early, you m ust have th e  stuff made up 
during the  n ight.

389. H o w  m any hours are th ey  em ployed ?— N o t m ore th an  eleven hours. T h ey  are delighted to 
do it, and they  get e x tra  pay for it.

390. I t  w ould m eet your objection if  “ t e n w e r e  changed in to  “ e le v e n ” ?— Y es. Sub-clause 3 
says— “ In  order to  m eet the exigencies of trade , th e  ‘ M inister, a fter due inquiry , and on paym ent o f the 
prescribed fee, m ay, if he th in k s  fit”— th a t paym ent of the  prescribed fee is an innovation  ; w hy  should a 
m anufacturer be asked  to  pay a fee to get h is r ig h ts  under the  law, and w hat is th e  fee ? U nder the  reg u 
lations they  can m ake th e  fee any th ing  th ey  like. T h e re  is no fee under the  old A ct.

391. T h ere  is a fee under th e  E n g lish  A c t ?—I  am  not aw are of it. I  th in k  w e pay no fee under 
the  ex isting  law  ; a sm all fee w ould not b ring  in m uch revenue.

392. B y  the H on. J . S ternberg .— Do you recom m end th e  clause to be struck  out a ltogether ? No. 
T hen  in line 15 it  says— “ sub ject to  such conditions as m ay appear requisite .”

393. B y  the H on. J . M . P ra tt.— I t  has to be published in th e  G overnm ent Gazette ;  if  you m ake an 
application ju s t  a fte r th e  Gazette is published you w ould  have to  w ait for a week ?— I t  is very objectionable.

394. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— I f  ten  is a ltered  to  eleven, th a t sub-clause 3 m igh t be struck  out 
a ltogether— you do not w an t to w ork m ore th a t eleven hours a day ?— N o. W e find the  D epartm ent very 
accom m odating as to th e  publish ing  in  the  G azette; d irectly  th ey  have made up th e ir  m ind they say “ Go 
ahead and do not w ait fo r the G azette.”

395. B y  the H on. PI. C uthbert.— W ould  you prefer to have  the clause struck  out altogether, oi 
to have the pow er vested  in the  M inister as to  the  lim ita tion  of hours ?— I  th in k  it  m ight be w ell for the 
M inister to have th e  pow er to  p reven t young people being w orked an excessive num ber o f hours. A s 
far as our business is concerned, I  would say— Y es, strike  i t  o u t—-but I  do not w an t to  be selfish, I  do not 
w an t to see young people overw orked.



( 396. B y  the H on. F. S. Grim,wade.— T his clause gives power to work more than 48 hours ?—Yes
Dut it goes on to meet the exigencies of trade. I  do not like the M inister to have the power to say what 
we shall do. In  our case we were required to pay the hands double and to pay tea money. I t  is rather 
a small m atter to mention, but it is 6 d. a night for tea money to each child, and, if  you have 150 hands, in 
addition to the double pay it comes rather heavy. ’

397. B y  the Hon. N . Thornley.— TRko determines the amount ?— The Minister, as far as we know, 
but it is on the recommendation of the inspector, no doubt. My suggestion is that the M inister has too 
much power ; i f  we are to pay ex tra  money, we prefer Parliam ent to say how much we are to pay. I f  the 
Committee th ink it a fair thing th a t an employer should pay them time and a quarter, or time and a half, let 
the law say so, but do not let the M inister say w hat the employer has to pay, otherwise you will have 
favoritism or corruption creeping in, or political influence, to settle a private trade matter.

398. B y  the R on. W. I . W inter-Irving.-~B .are  you found that the employment for the extra time 
has had any deleterious effect upon the health  of the young people ?— No, it is only a few times in the year; 
they are very pleased to be employed.^ I f  a girl is a t all delicate, we will not let her overwork herself. The 
next is clause 26; the form of suspension— “ Every notification by the M inister of the suspension of the 
operation of section th irty  of the Principal A ct as amended by this A ct in any one or more factories or work
rooms, or in all factories or work-rooms, shall be in the form and contain the conditions set forth in the 
Schedule to this Act, and such other conditions as the M inister may think fit. W'e object to the words—“ as 
the M inister may think fit. The M inister may introduce conditions that Parliam ent never dreamt of.

_ 399. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— You suggest that the latter portion— “ and such other conditions as 
the M inister may think fit ” be struck out ?— Yes. The next is clause 46, referring to section 51 of the 
Principal A c t ; we presume it is intended to refer to bread bakehouses, and if it is made explicit, that is all 
we ask.

400. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W ould tha t exempt your factory ?— I t  would.
_ 401. Is  tha t intended by the present B ill ?—I  read over the Principal A ct at the tim e—I  forget 

w hat it refers to.
402. Section 51 of the original A ct refers to the fine for not keeping factory or work-room in proper 

order, surely you do not wish to be exempted from th a t ?—No, we do not wish to be exempted from that, 
but I  am informed this refers expressly to bread bakehouses. The next is clause 55— “ Additional purposes 
for which regulations may be made the first sub-clause says—“ Regulations for prescribing the parts of the 
Factories^and Shops "Acts to be posted in factories and work-rooms, and the forms of, and particulars to be 
given, in records to be made or kept by occupiers of factories or work-rooms.” Under tha t we m ight be 
required to publish the most private affairs of our business ; it is altogether too vague ; it is a sort of drag
net.

403. B y  the Hon. F. S . Grimwade.— Could that apply to the recipes of the different things you put 
up ?— They m ight require you to keep a record of all the ingredients you put into the different articles.

404. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.—W hat would you suggest?— It is altogether too vague. I  do not 
th ink it is requisite. In  another part of the Bill you are ordered to post those notices in the factories.

405. W hat we do not provide in regulations we must provide under the A ct ?— W e would rather 
have it under the Act, so tha t we may know the law we are living under. The next is the 3rd sub-clause 
of the same section— “ F or prescribing the classes of factories and work-rooms in which persons under the 
age of sixteen are to obtain certificates of fitness for employment,” I  was asked to object to th a t—I  do 
not see so very much in it. Then— “ for prescribing the character of the examinations and conditions under 
which certificates of service and competency may be granted under P a rt Y I. of the Principal A ct as 
amended by this A ct.” I  th ink tha t refers to engine-drivers, and I  understood from the C hief Secretary 
they were going to rectify th a t themselves. H e told me he would arrange that in a way satisfactory to 
the deputation I  had w ith me at the time. There are a large number of w orthy men who have been 
working as firemen in factories for many years, and some of those men are not educated men. They 
could not pass an examination, but they are quite competent to look after a boiler— they do not hold a 
certificate. A  time was named to the M inister as qualifying them and the M inister named a still more 
favourable time, and the men were quite satisfied.

406. B y  the Hon. F . S . Grimwade.—In  the same clause there is a sub-clause prescribing the fees, 
w hat fees are those ?— We suggest there should be no fees ; it is a very small matter. W e do not think 
there ought to be the power in  any one but Parliam ent to say w hat fees or taxes we shall pay. The last 
sub-clause of tha t clause is— “ generally for the better carrying out of the provisions of the Factories and 
Shops A cts.”

407. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— T h at is in nearly every A ct th a t is passed ?— I t  is a drag-net.
408. B y  the Hon. H. Cuthbert.— W hat have you to say about section 49 ?— We have nothing to do 

w ith that.
409. Is  the Chamber in favour of making the breaking of th a t clause an offence ?— I t  was really 

laughed out of the room. Under the present law there is a small fee paid by young persons for examina
tion by medical men, 5 s. ; we th ink th a t as they are chiefly the children of poor people there should be 
no fee. The G-overnment should give a small retaining fee to some medical man in each district, who 
would pass them.

410. W e are going to reduce the fee to 2 s. 6 d. ?— Two shillings and sixpence is a great deal to poor 
children in these times. W hen the children we put on cannot pay the fee, we pay it for them and take it 
out of their first w eek’s wages. The returns th a t we are called upon to make up we think ought to be for 
statistical purposes only; the private concerns of a business should not be made known even to public
officials. - _

411. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W ho is to decide what are statistical purposes . T h a t could be 
easily settled, I  think, if the S tatist required it— let the S tatist say w hat he required.

412. Do any evil effects arise from furnishing" these returns ?— We are called upon to make up a 
large n u m b e r  of returns which are very unnecessary and harass us very much. W e have a large number of 
people, the names keep on changing, and we have to give fresh names every time. In  clause 32 there 
is a penalty on employes if they do not give information when called upon. A n employe might refuse to 
give official information, thinking he was betraying the interests of his employer, and we do not think an 
employe should be punished for fidelity to his employer.



413. On the other hand he m ight be shielding a dishonest employer ?—L et the inspector apply to 
an employer, and if  he will not give the information, let the employer stand the brunt of it, and not the 
man.

414. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— Surely the man in charge of an engine ought to give information 
to an official ?— H e m ight not ; some men are so loyal th a t they will not give information to an official at 
all.

415. B y  the Hon. F . S. Grimwade.— There are lots of engines where the employer is never there ? 
— I t  was thought an employe should not be under th a t liability.

.The witness withdrew.

A lfred H arley G-eorge examined.

416. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat are you ?—M anaging director of George and George, 
Lim ited.

417. Do you represent anyone besides your firm ?— Yes, I  have been asked by Messrs. Robertson 
and Moffat ; Buckley and Nunn ; H icks, A tkinson ; Craig, W illiamson, and Thomas ; the M utual Store ; 
Stainer and Company, and M anning and Company, t'o represent them  ; th a t is eight firms, including our 
own.

418. W hat is your opinion of this Bill generally ?— We have no very great objections to the fac
tories portions of the Bill. W e th ink  the supervision which is asked for outside is to a certain extent 
satisfactory, but of course it w ill have to be amended in the way the perm its are to be issued. The first 
clause I w ill refer to is clause 15, referring to the records. We all keep records at present, but we object 
to sub-sections 3 and 4, under which we may be asked to periodically supply them. A t present the inspector 
has to call and ask to see the records, and they are produced. In  the present A ct the inspector or officer 
divulging the contents of those records is deemed guilty of a misdemeanour, which is omitted here.

° 419 . B y  the Hon. F. 8 . Grim wade.— Roughly speaking, how many operatives do you represent ?— 
I  counted up to-day how many we have in  our own em ploy; there were 406 in our establishment, and the 
eight establishments employ, I  should think, about 2,500 or 3,000 altogether of shop employes and operatives.

420. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— A re you entitled to say you represent the employes or the 
employers ?— The employers. I  represent employers employing about 2,500 employes. 

v 421. B y  the Hon. J . M. P ra tt.— You speak on behalf of the employers ?— Yes.
422. W ould the employes agree with w hat you are going to say ?—I  think they would,
423. Do they propose to have anyone to represent them ?— I t  has only been mooted ju s t now. I  

had a paper put before me asking if they should sign it would I  present it. I  told them they were too 
late for to-day.

424. Section 4 of A ct 1333 says—“ Such record shall be kept for the information of the inspectors, 
who alone shall be entitled to inspect the same and who may at all reasonable hours examine the s a m e — 
now it is required th a t you may be called upon to furnish these periodically to the inspector ?— Yes, we 
object to tha t. W e th ink the present clause is quite sufficient.

425. W ho is to judge of the sufficiency ; why do you think it is sufficient ?— W e object to have our 
business published in the Government Gazette. I t  is continual worry and expense getting up these 
returns, and we m ight have some party  in power who would w ant us to supply these every fortnight or 
every week ; they are always there, we keep them  for our own business.

426. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— In  the meantime, your books are throw n open to the inspector 
whenever he likes to call ?— Yes ; he can demand to see them  whenever he likes.

427. Section 4 says they may be published by the Governor in Council?— Yes, we object to that.
428. Do you know any good reason that would arise for such a publication ?— No. I t is the private 

business of the firm, and the Government m ight for some reason or other see fit to publish it. I  do not 
see w hy they should do so.

429. B y  the Hon. F. S. Grimwade.— Su p p osin g  th e  w ords— “ w h ere sw ea tin g  is a lleged  to have  
taken p lace ,” w ere added, w ou ld  you  object to th at ?— N o ; w e  are a ll an x iou s to  put down sw eatin g .

430. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— Even if th a t were done, w hat good would be derived, as far as- 
the public are concerned, from the publication?— I  do not see any good at all.

431. Would the publication of this information in any way tend to decrease sweating ?— I  do not 
th ink  so.

432. B y  the Hon. F. S. Grimwade.— The idea is th a t the public would be ashamed to buy their 
trousers at a place where they knew they were made for 3s. 6 d. a dozen ?— T he public would run after 
them.

433. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— A ssum ing th a t a factory were known to sweat to a most 
disgraceful extent, would the fact of its being known th a t the goods of th a t factory were obtainable at 
your place prevent the public from coming and buying them ?— I  do not th ink  so ; they will buy at the 
cheapest place.

434. Irrespective of w hether they are buying sweated goods or not ?— I  think so. The next point 
is clause 16, sub-section 2, as to perm its. We th ink  th a t is very arbitrary, though it does not affect the 
firms I  represent very much.

435. B y  the Hon. F. S . Grimwade.— Do you give out much work ?— N ot much.
436. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat class of people do you give it to ?—W e manufacture most

of it ourselves on the premises.
437. Does th a t apply to all the firms you represent ?— To a large extent, they do give out som e;

perhaps m ore than w e  do.
438. Do they give it to factories or private individuals ?—Both.
439. B y  the Hon. F. S . Grimwade.— Is the great bulk of the work done by the firms you represent

done in the factories ?— T hey do a large portion on the premises, but a portion is done in the factories, and
a certain portion, though I  do not th ink it is very much, is given out. I  have asked several of them, and
they tell me there is very little  given out.



nnf Ko 4 4 0 ‘ ,T h ®n wh7 do y °u obJect so strongly to these perm its ?— W e have a feeling th a t there should
Z Z  ?'® \ restnctl0n  upon people earning their living. T here is no such restriction in the E nglish  A ct th a t
tn r o r  tn  a J^ 8 8 6  . .e  on^7 clause dealing w ith outside work makes it compulsory on the manufac-
j. -i 6 0  ?a J 1S y oik is done in a sanitary building where there is no infectious disease. H e also has 
to keep records of all w ork given out.
of w if the H on. the Chairman. I t  has been subm itted to us th a t there is a considerable amount

i °.V _ ?ne ™ PrlJ"a t e houses by people who take it a t prices considerably under the log prices, thereby
e puces m the factories ?— I quite believe that, but th a t is almost entirely where there is a 

middleman engaged.
442. B y  the H on. W . I . W in ter-Irv in y .— Is th a t work done by gentlewom en and ladies in reduced 

circum stances ?— No.
 j- ,  ' ^ 3 .  B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— W hat have you to say as to perm its— should they be abolished ?

1 i j 1? C 6  Pevnu t gives supervision over outside work, w hich is good, but I  do not th ink  the perm its 
k °U id 6  I f s 1̂̂ c^ed I  th ink  everyone should ask for a perm it if he or she wishes to make up goods to 

6  8 0  A ct restricts perm its to people physically incapable of w orking in factories.
444. l o u  would allow anyone to have a perm it subject to proper supervision ?— Yes, and w ith  one 

or wo other restrictions. I  would not allow more than tw o perm its in any house unless they are a family ; 
then I  would allow  a fam ily perm it.

445. B y  the Hon. F. S . G rim wade.— W hat control would you have on them  to stop their working 
tw elve and fourteen hours a day ?— I  have inquired into that. T hey  keep the log hours strictly  ; they 
cannot w ork more than eight or nine hours a day.

446. B y  the H on. J , A . W allace.— T here  is nothing to prevent )o u  lim iting the  quantity  of work 
two, three, or four in a fam ily ?— There would be a difficulty there, because one firm m ight give out

w ork to the  holder o f a perm it and after she has done th a t she m ight go to another and get the  same 
quantity.

447. B y  the H on. F. S . Grimwade.— A t the current wage, w orking eight hours a day, can they earn 
a decent wage ?— Y es, we only give out high-class w ork, and they  earn about £ 1  a week each.

The witness withdrew.

A djourned  to T uesday nex t, a t ha lf-past Two o'clock.

T he H on. 8 . A ustin
S. W . Cooke 
F . S. G rim w ade 
J .  M. P ra t t

T U E S D A Y , 21st J A N U A R Y , 1896.

M embers p re se n t:

T he H o n . Lieut.-C ol. Sir F . T . S a r g o o d , K .C .M .G ., in  the C hair ;

T he Hon. J .  S ternberg 
J .  A . W allace 
T . D. W anliss 
W . I . W inter-Irv ing .

A lfred H . George further exam ined.
448. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— W hen we adjourned you were being examined in reference to 

perm its ; you objected to th e  perm its ?— I  objected to  th e  clause as framed, as being too arbitrary  
altogether.

449. In  answ er to M r. W allace’s question— “ There is nothing to prevent you lim iting the quantity  
of w ork for two,, three, or four- in a fam ily ? ” you said— “ There would be a difficulty there, because one 
firm m igh t give out w ork to the  holder of a perm it and after she has done th a t she m ight go to another 
and get the  same quan tity .v T hen  M r. G rim w ade asked you— “ A t the current wage, working eight 
hours a day, can th ey  earn a decent w age ? ” and you say— “ Yes, we only give out high-class work, and 
they  earn about £ 1  a w eek each ; ” w hat else have you to say ?— I  th ink  th a t p re tty  well finishes th a t
subject as regards ourselves.

450. Do you th ink  there  is a considerable number of people unable to work in factories ?—
I  th ink  so.

451. F rom  w hat causes ?— From  their home duties and perhaps the ir health, and I  thm k there are
a num ber of people who would object to work in factories.

452. Do you know  anyth ing  of the recent E nglish  legislation on the subject ? Yes ; occupiers are 
allow ed to  give out w ork freely, bu t they  have to keep stric t records w hich are examined by the 
inspectors who, from the clause in the  B ill, are evidently presumed to v isit those homes and see th a t they 
are in a sanitary condition. I  find there is one clause which provides tha t, if an inspector gives an occupier 
notice th a t a certain  place w here goods are being made for him is unhealthy, a n d  he continues to give goods 
out to th a t party  after a m onth of receiving the  notice from the inspector, he is liable to a ne o

A z  O HP K z-i TPr-t /-*•! t  a  T-i A n  f  rl *3 o  1 a  o  1 m  A c t -. s a I a I v  w t  t i l l  C  S E L U ltZ ir V  G U B S t lO H  ?  "Y 'B S *4 5 3 . T he  E ng lish  A ct deals alm ost solely w ith  the sanitary question
454. A re you aw are in connexion w ith  the exem ption th a t in tue jnugiiou. 

following clause “ T he exercise in a private house or private room by the f a m i l y  dwelling therem,_or by 
any of them , of m anual labour for the purposes of gain in or incidental to some of the purposeso  i i s  c 
in th a t behalf mentioned, shall not of itself constitute such house or room a workshop, w ere e a oim is 
exercised a t irregular intervals, and does not furnish the whole or principal means of living o sue ami y

455. Do you th ink  there is any considerable number of families here who take in work, which 
w ork is not the whole or principal means of living ?— I  am sure there is ; I  have no i ea o e 
number.



456. Y ou are aw are i t  has been stated  there  are a num ber of well-to-do people, young ladies, in fact, 
who take  in w ork to m ake “ pin money ” or pocket money ?— T h a t is exaggerated , I  th ink.

457. T he charge is th a t those young ladies in terfere w ith the work of legitim ate w orkers ?—Yes ;
I  th ink  that is exaggerated .

458. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.— T here  is a class of people who, a t one tim e, w ere m uch better 
off than  they are now ; they have lost the ir money through the banks’ failure, and one th ing and another, 
and this class of people are now in very stra itened  circum stances. Do you not th ink  there  is a number of 
those people who would ra ther w an t than  go to a factory ?— Y es, I  am sure of it. I  have had experience of 
th a t myself.

459. B y the H on . S . W> Cooke.— H ave you auy idea of the num ber of people outside factories who 
take w ork ?— No, I  find th a t the bulk of th e  outside work is given out through the factories.

460. Could the  factory buildings hold all the  employes if they  w ere compelled to w ork inside the 
factory ; would it not throw  "on factory-ow ners an enormous expenditure in bringing their buildings up to 
the standard necessary for all the  em ployes ?— Y es. T hey  would have to enlarge their premises, W hy 
I  th ink  perm its should be issued is th a t  I  do not th ink  it fair th a t a factory hand who is w orking inside 
a factory should go home and take stuff home w ith  her, or help in her home until ten  and eleven at n ight 
w orking a t outside work. I  th in k  th a t is the principal reason of the sw eating. A  m other goes to a 
factory and gets, perhaps, two or th ree dozen pairs of m oleskin trousers or sh irts to m ake up. She will 
do a portion of them  herself, bu t I  am told, in  m any instances, the  g irls who are employed in factories 
during the day go home and then  s ta rt w orking a t these o ther th ings at n ight.

461. T h a t is specially provided for in the E ng lish  A c t ?— Y es, I  believe it is.
462. Y ou say you are told th a t th is  happens ; do you know  it  for a fact ?— X could not state it for 

a fact, bu t I  understand  so. I  have bad some conversations th a t have led me to m ake further inquiries on 
the question. In  sub-section 4 of clause 16, we do not th in k  those w ords— “ or who receives or has in his 
possession, custody, or control for the purposes of trade  or sale, or who sells or exposes or offers for sale any 
articles prepared in contravention of such provisions ” should be in. W e th in k  re tailers should be exem pt 
from that. T hey  should be responsible for all stuff m ade up  directly for them , but w hen they  purchase it 
from  w holesale houses or m iddlem en we do not th in k  they  should be responsible.

463. W hy ?— W e cannot trace it. Some of our buyers m ight no t have asked if those goods were 
m ade up under a perm it.

464. B y  the H on. J . A . W allace .— Y ou do not believe in perm its a t  a ll? — Y es; to a certain  extent. 
I  th in k  anyone w ho m akes up goods for sale should not object to ask for a perm it.

465. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— Y ou do not th in k  th e  re tailers should be subject to this clause 
unless they  know ingly receive ?— N o ; section 8  provides for th a t to a certain  ex ten t, bu t we have to prove 
our innocence, w hich  m ay entail a lo t of trouble. I t  is no t of m uch im portance, bu t we w ould like those words 
to be struck  out. T he  n ex t point is about the price, in clause 17, section 1. W e regard  it as a practical impossi
b ility  to fix the prices for our business in our various lines. I t  is too big an  order a ltogether; the fashions and 
styles are changing  so often. Y ou ge t a price for one article, and w hen you have been w orking at it  for a 
fo rtn igh t you have to subm it another sty le  fo r a price. T h e  B oard w ould be s itting  continually  ; the 
styles are so numerous. I f  you w alk  down C ollins-street you w ill not see tw o dresses alike, and all have 
to be paid for a t different prices. I f  you m ake up 50 sk irts you get a price fixed, and a couple of days 
afterw ards you m ay decide to  a lter th e  m aking to a sm all ex ten t, en tailing  more w ork or less work, as 
the  case m ay be, and you have to get a price for th a t. W e look upon th is  Bill as form ing a huge G overn
m ent U nion and noth ing  else ; it  is fixing the price and hours of labour. W e do not object to factory 
legislation ; we w an t to help  th e  em ployes and keep them  in a satisfactory  position, bu t we th ink  th is Bill
goes too far. _

466. B y  the H on . J . A . W a llace .— Y ou do no t th in k  i t  is w orkable ?— I  do not th ink  this
clctus© IS•

467. B y  the H on. the Chai/rma/n.— W h a t would be the  effect of it  upon th e  consumer ? I  know  how 
it  will affect us ; it w ill disorganize business. W e shall no t know  w here we are for a  bit.

468. Suppose you have to do it, w hat w ould be the  e ffe c t; would i t  cost you more or less in the 
business ?— I t  all depends upon w hat prices they fix.

469. I  m ean the  m achinery in connexion w ith  th is ?— T here  is more m achinery in th is B ill in the 
records we shall have to keep, and w aiting  on th e  B oard  as to prices ; we cannot see how it w ill w ork in 
regard to prices.

470. B y  the H on. J . A . W a lla ce .— In  fact you th ink  it  is not w orkable ?— N ot this clause about
the prices. . . .

471. B y  the H on. the Chairmcm.— Supposing th e  B oard were constitu ted , in w h at w ay should it be
formed ?— One price should be fixed for the w hole o f the colony.

472. B ut, assum ing the  B oard is constitu ted , howT w ould you constitu te it  by the Governoi in 
Council or by e lection?— W e have ta lked  it  over, and we th ink  it  is an  absolute im possibility. W e do 
not see how a B oard can come about-—each trade would have to have its own price-m akers. T here m ust 
be a Board for each trad e ; a bootm aker cannot tell the  price of m aking up a skirt.

473. T ak in g  your own trade, do you th in k  th a t the  em ployers should elect one-half the B oard ?
C ertainly.

474. A nd  the  em ployes th e  o ther ha lf ?— Yes. _ _ _
475. H ow  w ill you deal w ith  the  employes in your trade  ?—-T here is no U nion. I t  is a very  diffi

cult question. W e have really  taken  it alm ost for g ran ted  th a t th a t clause w ill not pass as it  stands.
476. A ssum ing P arliam ent decided th a t there  should be a B oard, you th ink  it should be by elec

tion ?— T h a t w ould be th e  best way.
477. H ow  m any would you have on each side ?— T hree  or four.
478. Do you m ean for the  w hole colony ?■—I  do not see w hy B allarat should m ake up cheaper than  

M elbourne.
479. W e are dealing w ith  the  Board now ?— T h a t is another question. H ow  can those peop e 

from B a lla ra t ge t dow n to M elbourne for the  B oard ? Y ou would have to have a Board up there, 
I  suppose.

480. Y ou would have a B oard for each d is tr ic t? — I  should th ink  so.



, , How would you bring those various Boards into line to carry out your idea of one price for
e w io e colony ? W e look upon it as an impossibility; we have talked it over a ll round, and we cannot

see now it can come about in our business.
482. N ot from any wish to retain sweating as it  is now ?— No; we are most anxious to pu t down 

swea ln§; "  e look upon sweating as the outcome of the depressed state of the trade.
. ’ ^ as th 01’6  no sweating in the boom times ?— W e did not hear much about it.

know ^ ° n ' ^  W allace .— How do you expect those Boards to be paid?— I  do not

485. B y  the Hon. S. A u s tin .— How do you propose to elect the chairman ?— If  they can agree 
upon a chairman, well and good ; if  not, I  suppose the Governor in Council m ight appoint an im partial one.

en as to sub-section 7, as to apprentices and improvers, it is a very small m atter with us, but of course 
a certain times of the year our work-rooms are quite full, and at other times there are only half the number
o employes in them. I t  is alm ost impossible to provide for a certain proportion to be apprentices and a
ceitam  proportion improvers, but there is not much in th a t point.

 ̂ 486. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— H ow  would you get over the difficulty, assuming the Board fixed 
the price of making up any article ; take skirts for example— those improvers and other hands in your 
employ are from time to time slack, and you can employ them in their idle time in m aking up those skirts 

how would the question of price come in there ?— We pay them  weekly wages.
487. Assuming you pay them by a weekly wage, m ight not the result of th a t working in the slack 

time be th a t you would produce a sk irt very much lower than  the fixed price of the skirt, and to that 
extent you m ight undersell the factories?— Yes, we might.

488. T h a t question has arisen in N ew  Zealand?—Yes, it is quite possible th a t would be the result.
489. In  other words you would not only be able to supply yourselves, but to supply outside traders 

a t a lower price than the factories can make the goods for ?— Yes.
490. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace .— T h at would depend upon w hat wages you gave ?— Yes.
491. B y  the Hon. J . Sternberg .— Do you find you have ample applications for work in the

factories ?— A t certain times of the year we cannot get enough hands—we have to apply for overtime. A t 
other times we m ight get the work done a t a lower rate than the price fixed by the Board, if it were made 
up in slack time by apprentices and improvers who were paid low wages. Going back to th a t clause 17, 
as to “ mode and m anner,” I have taken th a t to mean th a t the Board is to take into consideration the 
machinery th a t is used, w hether it is hand labour or treadle labour or gas engine— you would have to 
have three prices.

492. B y  the H on. the Chavrman.— If  a Board is appointed and has to fix prices, they would have 
to take all tha t into consideration ?— Yes.

493. You do not th ink the meaning placed upon it  by. some is the correct one—th at the Board 
would have the power to say to a m anufacturer— “ You m ust make th a t article in a certain way ” ?— No, I  
do not put th a t interpretation upon it. W e th ink the penalties all round are excessive. In  the last
English A ct I  find the E nglish fine for failure in keeping the records, for instance, is 40s. as the maximum :
the first penalty  is evidently supposed to be nominal. I t  also provides th a t for the second and third offence 
the penalty shall not be less than  £ 1 .

494. A s to clause 19, do you th ink  the Board should have power to fix the hours of labour in your 
work-room ?— No, we do no t—we work 48 hours.

495. Suppose the Board thought it should be 45 hours ?— I t  would te ll very much against us ; if 
they made it 45 hours they m ight bring it down to 30 hours, bu t we do not anticipate th a t is the intention 
of the A ct.

496. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace .— I t  would affect the employes as well as you, because they  could 
not earn so much money ?— I t  would bring down the wages of course. Then, in sub-section 4, we object 
to the word “ indirectly.-” In  our business we have so m any hands under us— the buyers and heads of 
work-rooms—that, after giving instructions to them  to carry out the  A ct, we th ink we should be absolved 
— we do not w ant to get three m onths’ imprisonment. I f  we prove we have given instructions to those 
men to carry out the A ct we do not th ink we should have any further trouble. Coming now to clause 24 
it has been asked w hat is the  prescribed fee ; no one seems to be able to say w hat it is. The words— 
“ subject to such conditions as may appear requisite the M inister may suspend the operation of the 
section” are objectionable ; we th ink  some fixed rule should be laid down for allowing overtime, so tha t it  
should not be a t the w ill of the M inister or the inspector.

497. B y  the Hon. S . W . Cooke.— Have you any idea how you would get at a fixed rule ?— In  the 
last English  A.ct they provide tha t no boy under sixteen, or woman or girl, shall be employed overtime for 
more than  30 days of three hours each during the year ; they limit it to tha t. A t the present time we 
have to come up to  the inspector, he consults the M inister, and they lay down a rule, and perhaps provide 
th a t we have to pay so much ex tra  salary.

498. B y  the Hon. the Chavrmam.— Y ou mean tha t if you apply for a permit you should know at 
once how much you will have to pay your hands ?— W e should like some fixed rule, w hether it is 
time and a quarter or time and a half. Before the A ct came into force we had no grumbling a t a l l ; 
we used to pay the hands Is. overtime all round ; th a t worked out very well, they were quite satisfied. 
In  our case we do not have m uch overtime.

499. W e have to deal w ith  those who w ill try  to get the most out of their hands ? Yes. A t this 
last Cup season we applied for overtime and were refused in the first instance, and we were instructed 
to advertise for more hands ; we did so, and the outcome of it was tha t we got one or two applicants, but 
overtime was granted after a lapse of three or four days, on our agreeing to pay every hand tha t was kept 
overtime, a t the rate of 15s. a week, and time and a half. T h a t worked out very funnily ; it meant in the 
case of an improver, who was getting  perhaps 1 0 s. a week, and worked four hours overtime during the 
week, th a t we had first of all to make up her salary to 15s. a week ; then we had to pay her time and a 
half on 15s. for her overtime ; and besides th a t we had to provide them w ith tea or pay them 6 d. each. 
There was one girl who worked three hours ; she was getting  1 0 s. a week, and her overtime cost us a t 
the rate of 2 s. 1 d. an hour, besides the tea. A  g irl who was an apprentice, and w as getting 5s. a week, 
worked an hour and three-quarters, and we had to pay her a t the ra te  of 6 s. an hour ; that was absurd. I  
told the head of the work-room not to keep back any of those young people, but this occurred on Derby



Saturday  ; they w'ere extrem ely busy finishing off th ings for the Cup, and this girl was kep t behind. There 
are a number of o ther instances in w hich g irls receiving under 15s. a w eek cost us from 4s. to Is. Id . an hour 
— we do not think th a t is good business— we do not th in k  we should be subjected to tha t.

500. W ho fixes the ra tes of pay ?— T he M inister or the  inspector.
501. Is  the  inspector a practical man of business, who knows w hat should and w hat should not be 

paid ?— I  do not know — I  am afraid not. I  saw the inspector and he put ■ the m atter before me, bu t I  did 
not grasp it. I  though t it  was understood th a t we should pay the  girls for their overtim e a t the rate of 15s., 
w hich would perhaps have been a reasonable pay, about th e  ra te  of 5d. an hour; bu t when we had to make it 
up to 15s. for the  whole w eek it came very  aw kw ard  indeed.

502. Y ou do not know  w hy  he arrived at the  sum of 15s. ?—No.
503. T he inspector really  had the pow er of fixing the  w ages you were to pay the employes for 

th a t time ?— Y es; it was the first tim e it  w as ever done, bu t under the P rin c ip a l A c t the words creep 
in.

504. B y  the H on. S . W. Cooke.— Supposing overtime w ere abolished altogether, as has been sug
gested by some of the  E ng lish  inspectors, would the public then  learn to order the ir goods in tim e for an 
emergency ?— You cannot arrange for em ergencies entirely.

505. Some of the E ng lish  inspectors th in k  th a t if overtime were abolished altogether the public 
w ould gradually  get into the habit of ordering the ir goods beforehand ?— In  retail shops we are bound to 
w ork overtim e sometimes. There are hundreds of visitors from the other colonies who come down here 
about Cup time (and we look for them ) and order one or two or th ree dresses; if  we w ere full up w ith our 
own work we could not possibly execute those orders, and we are very anxious to secure these little  crumbs, 
especially in these times.

506. B y  the H on. S . A u stin .— If  overtim e were abolished altogether, would it not interfere seriously 
w ith  your business ?— Yes.

507. You cannot get the  work done w ith in  the  hours ?— No. W e do not w ork overtime for plea
sure; it  is more costly to  us. W e try  to keep it  down to  the  sm allest lim its; it is only the pressure of 
business th a t m akes us do it.

508. B y  the Hon. T . D. W a n liss .— I t  ex ists in  every country in the  world, as far as you know ?—
Yes.

509. B y  the Hon. S . A u stin .— Y ou cannot ge t outside hands to do the  work w ith in  the  prescribed 
hours ?— If you have to go up to th e  inspector to ask  for a perm it it  takes time. T he  other day we had a 
very  good order from W estern A ustra lia  if we could execute it  in a very  short tim e. I  had to arrange to 
w ork certain batches of the  girls up to ten  o’clock a t n ight, bu t I  had to give them  a holiday the following 
day so as not to make more than the 48 hours for the week ; this was very aw kw ard. I f  some clause were 
introduced, as in  th e  E nglish  A ct, allow ing us to w ork the girls th ree hours a day w ithout perm its, not 
more th an  30 days in the year, I  th ink  th a t would be fair.

510. B y  the H on . T . D . W anliss.— If  th is clause w ere carried out stringen tly  it would lead to a 
large portion of this business going to o ther colonies?— Y es, we would lose the business.

511. I t  would go to Sydney or A delaide— the  other shops here could not do it ?— T hey w anted to 
drive the business into shops th a t w ere not busy, bu t everyone is busy at those times. Clause 40 is a
small th ing , bu t i t  provides for fixed or movable seats for females and men. Section 2 provides accommo
dation for all persons employed in a shop. W e th ink  it  quite rig h t for the females, bu t ra ther absurd for 
th e  men.

512. B y  the Hon. the Chai/rmcm.— A re seats now  provided ?— Y es, we allow our hands to sit down 
W e do not provide seats, bu t in quiet tim es we allow them  to take two chairs behind each counter.

513. In  the  ex isting  A c t there  is a provision th a t on the  demand of th e  inspector you have to pro
vide them  ?— Y es.

514. H ave you ever been required to do so ?— No.
515. I t  is optional on your p a rt to allow  th e  employes to  sit down or not ?— Yes. A  lady

from one of the Ladies’ Associations happened to  come in  and speak about th is clause. I  said— “ You
have come in on a very  good day, we are q u ie t ; come and have a w alk  round the  shop, I  will show you.” 
W~e w ent th rough  the show-rooms and th rough  th e  fron t shop, there  were chairs behind alm ost every 
counter, one a t e ither end, but there was no g irl s itting  down in the fron t shop. U p stairs there was one 
g irl sitting  down, though they  had the  option.

516. B y  the H on . F. S . G rim wade.— Do I  understand th a t they  are allowed to sit down if they 
like ?— Yes.

517. B y  the H on. J .  Sternberg.— W hy do you object to m en being allowed to sit dow n?— I  do not 
th in k  they ought to w ant to — they  ought to find enough to do. W e tre a t ladies on a different footing from 
men.

518. B y  the H on. the Chavrma/n.— Y ou have been behind a counter yourself, w ith  long hours ?—
Yes.

519. D id you never feel tired  by the  end of the  d a y ? —Y e s ;  bu t I  w as alw ays kep t busy. I  
used to s ta rt business a t seven o’clock in the  m orning at home in the old country, and finish off a t eight 
a t n igh t.

520. B y  the Hon. S . W. Cooke.— I f  you are busy you are no t so likely  to get tired, bu t it  you 
have nothing to do, do you not get tired  ?— A man ough t alw ays to find som ething to do ; there is always 
som ething to be done. I f  they  have any w riting  w ork to do, we allow them  to take a chair behind the 
counter, a t stock-tak ing  times, and so on— we have had no complaints. A t some of the sm aller suburban 
shops, w here they  have to w ork un til ten o’clock a t n igh t, it may be different. T he  n ex t is clause 42 
“ R egulations as to hours of em ploym ent of young persons and women in s h o p s ;” line 42 says
“ providing th a t every person whom soever employed for hire or rew ard in any such shop, or a t 
any work in connexion w ith  such shop, shall have a half-holiday on some afternoon in each week. 
W e give our hands a half-holiday, but it is im possible to  give every person a half-holiday, such as the 
packers, porters, and carters. I t  would mean th a t w e should have to engage ex tra  ones, and th a t would 
bring  the ir w ages down. A t th e  present tim e m ost of the men get off a t about half-past two or three. \Ve 
pay them  for a ll th e  public holidays, w hich are nine during the year. I f  you arrange to give them 52 
more half-holidays, th a t w ould m ean th a t they  would g e t 35 days during the year.



521. B y  the lion . F. S. Grimwade.— You find it impossible to give the men who deliver your goods 
a half-holiday?— I t  is.

522. Do they begin early in the morning ?— About the same time as the others, eight o’clock.
523. They cannot deliver goods a t that tim e?— No, but they help sweep out. Then they have a 

spell for an hour or so, and go round to the stables and bring their carts. They start out about twelve on 
week days and two o’clock on Saturdays. I t  is sometimes half-past two or three before some of them get 
away.

524. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Suppose you shut up the shop, the packers and porters would still 
have to go out to deliver the goods ?— Yes.

525. T hen in certain branches of your trade it would be utterly impossible to restrict the hours of 
labour to eight, or to give them a half-holiday ?—Yes. W e propose th a t the words— “ salesmen, sales
women, apprentices or improvers,*’ should be inserted there, instead of “ every person whomsoever,” leaving 
out the porters, packers, and delivery men.

526. B y  the Hon. F. S . Grimwade.— The delivery men always get finished long before the general 
carriers do?— Yes, in slack times they do.

527. Sometimes a carrier delivers goods as late as eleven at night ; do your men deliver as late as 
that ?— Never, except in the Cup season.

528. B y  the Hon. the Chai/rman.— Do you have any complaints from the delivery men as to the long 
hours ?— No. I  find tha t I  have missed clause 38. I t  is an amendment of a sub-section of the Principal 
A ct, and ru n s :— “ For closing all shops or all shops of any particular class w ithin its municipality other 
than those mentioned in the Fourth  Schedule for one afternoon in each week ; provided th a t before any 
such by-law  be made a petition, certified to by the municipal clerk as signed by a majority of all the shop
keepers or of all the shopkeepers of the particular class (as the case may be) substantially interested and 
affected thereby, shall be presented to such municipal council.” This clause would mean th a t it is a 
possibility under the present A ct, and w ith this clause, th a t a majority of shopkeepers m ight combine and 
close us up on a W ednesday. W hen I-say u us,”  I  mean all the two o’clock on Saturday houses in the 
city proper.

529. Do all the shops in the city proper close on Saturday ?— No, only the leading shops the 
drapers, a few of the jewellers, booksellers, stationers, and people like that. W e are very strong^ on this 
point. W e would propose th a t a saving clause should be inserted after this sub-section “ Provided also 
tha t no shopkeeper shall be deemed guilty of a breach of any such by-law by reason only of his not 
complying with th e  same, if he shall close and keep closed his shop on the Saturday of each and every week 
during which he shall fail to comply w ith  such by-law from the hour of two o’clock in the afternoon.

530. You do not object to close on one afternoon in the week, but you want to have the liberty to 
close on the Saturday, even if others in the same trade prefer to keep open on the Saturday and close on 
some other day?— Yes, for the la s t 24 years our houses have given a voluntary^ half-holiday on 
Saturday, and they have educated their customers on the point of closing on Saturdays. They do the bulk 
of their business w ith  the better class of people, who do not come into town on Saturday. I t  would mean 
ruination to some of us to have to close on any other day in the week.

531. B y the Hon. F. S . Grimwade.— You would have two half-holidays in the week ?— I t  would 
practically mean that. W e would keep open on Saturday, but we would not do any business. We th ink 
that Saturday is by far the best day for a holiday for the  employes. They have from two o clock, and they 
can enjoy the sports or go down the bay, or go into the country and visit their friends. Again, the houses 
th a t close at two o’clock on Saturday have no ten  o’clock n ight a t all. They only work forty-seven and 
a half hours during the week all the year round. A  half-holiday from two o clock on Saturday is better 
than from one o’clock on any other day in the week.

532. B y  the Hon. T . D . W anliss.— Those shops th a t close on Saturday afternoons should be free of 
this clause ?— Yes. I  am told th a t one or two of the houses were interviewed and asked about the one 
o’clock closing. I  believe they seemed to th ink  at first it would not be a great hardship to close at one 
o’clock, but now we are all of opinion we should be left as we are, and any th a t decide to close at one 
o’clock can do so.

533. B y  the Hon. the Chairmcm.— You would ra ther come under the 51st section, that provides that 
every shop assistant should have a half-holiday on any one day ?— Yes. W e object to a majority of shop
keepers being able to close us up on a W ednesday or any other day than the Saturday in the city. W e are 
combined w ith Carlton, and extend to Punt-road, South Yarra, and Toorak-road, and we should be com
pletely swamped by the small shopkeepers in the event of a vote. W e look upon it in this way, that under 
the Principal A ct it was only a voluntary half-holiday, and we ran the risk in that case, but this is a com
pulsory half-holiday, which makes all the difference.

534. B y  the Hon. S . A ustin .— Is  there not power under the present A ct to compel a half-holiday. 
N ot to compel it, but if the  m ajority of shopkeepers are in favour of it they can have it.

535. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— In  the suburbs they close on W ednesday ?— Some of them do.
536. They keep open on Saturday because th a t day suits their customers the b es t. le s , bu 

in the city the Saturday would not suit our customers. Then as to clause 43, seetmn 2—  Hoursi may e 
extended by Chief Inspector,” we do not th ink any terms should be allowed. This is fo r  i p . 
The English A ct refers to factories. W e think the written consent, if it is to be got at ,
free one. H e should not have the power to say—“ You shall pay every hand 2s. 6 d. a m ght.

537. T h a t is in accord w ith the Imperial A ct ? - T h e  Im perial A ct only deals with the factories ,

th!S ^  MSW Y7 uhlh t°k PSyou should be allowed to work your employes t h r e e  h o u r s  a d a y r t a  without
ex tra  pay not more than 30 days a year ?— It says 40 days here. W e are q u i t e  prepaie - a P •

539. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.— W ithout the consent of the inspector ?— We prefer t h a t ; but
wp It a vp to ask for it, it should be free. There should be no terms. , T ,

540. B y  the Hon. F. S . G r im w a d e .— Clause 51 says the half-holiday shall be from one o clock; you 
do not want th a t? — W e say two o’clock on Saturday. W e hold th a t two o clock on a u r  a y is w o i  l 
d o r e  th in  one o’clock on any other day. The only trade we do on Saturday is between twelve and two 
3 I f  we had to close at one o’clock it would mean tha t we should have to start closing at a quarter-past 
tw elve A t present our instructions are tha t no one is to start closing up until a quarter-pas one.



541. B y  the S o n .  J. M. P ra tt.— H ow  would the ? Saturday half-holiday affect the  Bourlce-street 
houses ?— I  th ink  it  should be optional w hich day they  chose. I  should propose cu tting  out the clauses
about the m ajority  of the  shopkeepers closing on a particu lar day.

542. B y  the Hon. the Chawm an.— T h at would be under clause 51?— Yes. E very  one is to get a 
half-holiday, and le t the employers give the holiday as they  like. I f  they  w ant to close on Wednesday, 
let them  do so.

5 4 3 . B y  the H on. J. 31. P ra tt.— Y ou would not have the trade determ ine w hich shall be the holi
day ?— I  w ould not have the  m ajority  decide ; w hat is good for one m ight not be good for another.

544. B y  the H on. J . Sternberg.— W ould it  not be w ell to divide the  d istric t and let each part shut 
up w hen it  likes ?— Y es. I  m ean th a t every house should close on any day th a t suits it. I  do not mean
to force them  all to close on Saturday.

545. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— A s long as they  close on one half-holiday ?— No, le t them  keep 
open all the w eek th rough , so long as the ir hands get a half-holiday. T h is  A ct does not close any shop 
any day in the  week.

546. B y  the H on. J . 31. P ra tt.— Y ou would leave it  optional w ith  the  shopkeeper ; he could keep his 
shop open, and le t some go aw ay one day and the others another day ?— Yes. A lm ost all the big shops are 
also factories, and the factories close at tw o o’clock, and we cannot ge t in  our 48 hours unless we close at 
two o’clock. I f  we close at one, we would have to pu t an ex tra  quarter of an hour on to the  morning, or 
keep them  a quarter of an  hour longer a t n igh t several n igh ts in  the  w eek.

5 4 7 . B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— U nder clause 51 you are punishable if your employes have not 
taken  the half-holiday, even though you have given it to them  ?— T h at point escaped me, but we do not 
find them  behind-hand in taking the ir half-holidays.

548. Suppose the Board is absolutely appointed, and the prices are absolutely fixed, do you imagine 
those prices w ould be kep t ?— W e should try  and keep them , bu t I  do not see how they  can be kept. As 
regards the price question, we look upon it  as u tte rly  fu tile  ; it  is too big an order altogether.

549. Y ou m ust leave it  an  open question betw een your w ork-people and yourselves as to how much 
you pay ?— Yes.

550. T h a t cuts a t the  root of w hat the represen tative of the  boot trade m aintained. H e maintained 
it was absolutely necessary some independent body should fix the prices, to prevent sw eating ?— They could 
lim it the hours of labour w hich those perm it-holders are allowed to w ork, say betw een eight in the morning 
and eigh t at n igh t. T hey  w ould be open to supervision, so th a t if the inspector w ent in a t half-past eight 
or nine, or ten, and found them  w orking, there  w ould be a breach of the law.

The witness withdrew .

Jo h n  K elleher exam ined.
551. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— W h at are you ?— I  represent M essrs. Foy  and Gribs on. I  am 

m anager of the  clothing factory.
552. H ow  long have you been in th a t  business ?— I  have been ten  years in  the firm’s employment, 

and seven years as the factory m anager. W e th in k  clause 17 in th is A c t is altogether unworkable. I t  
says th a t Boards w ill be appointed to determ ine the  mode and m anner in w hich work w ill be done. In  our 
business w hen the season sta rts  we have to start m aking up our samples for the season. We have to make 
m antles, ties, clothing, and every th ing  th a t we sell, and th e  consequence w ould be w ith  regard  to the 
B oard th a t we should have 'abou t six  Boards sitting  in one day in our place. T ak e  our m antle trade ; in 
th a t trade  there  is a great variety  of designs, and in each day there m ight be fifty made up. W e would have 
to get the  designs made and subm it them  to the  m anager of the departm ent th a t sells them. H e would have 
to select w hich he th o u g h t m ost suitable. F o r the B oard to determ ine a fair price for all those th ings they 
would have to stand by the operator w hile she was doing each individual p a rt of the garm ent. T hey m ight 
stand th ere  and look at it, and th ey  m igh t determ ine the price, bu t you m ight come along and say— “ I  see 
a very m uch more expeditious way of doing the work. I  can re-arrange th ings so as to get it done for half 
th e  price and still pay the  g irl a fa ir w age.’-’ T hen it would have to be re-subm itted to the  Board. T hat 
would be one of th e  objections. N o t only that, bu t it would tak e  such a long tim e to determ ine the price 
of the  garm ents. A nyone who know s any th ing  about the  m antle trade knows the variety  of fashions. 
W hen we applied for a B oard for m antles, if there  were only the one Board for m antles, we m ight be told ■ 
“ T he  Board is sitting  in some w holesale house in the  lane ju s t now, and they  w ill be perhaps three or four 
days there, and w hen they  have done th a t they  w ill have to go to another wholesale house, and there is 
also an application from a re ta il house before yours. I t  w ill probably be six  or seven w eeks before the 
Board can come to you.” W e w ould say— “ T he  w in ter season w ill be gone then  and we will not w ant the 
B oard .” T here  is no possibility of w orking it  a t all in our business. T ake hosiery, it is ju s t the same. 
T here  are alw ays new ideas and new m achines coming in for kn ittin g  and finishing off the stuff. W e have 
a special line of underclothing th a t we sold large quantities of in our place. W e paid duty on it, got it 
made in either E ngland , F rance, or G erm any, bu t we saw th a t there  was a big opening if we could make 
th is stuff here ourselves ; we could im prove our business and give a lot of employment. M r. G ibson went 
home and w ent th rough  the different countries w here th is stuff was m anufactured on the la test and most 
scientific principles. H e bought the la te s t m achinery for k n ittin g  the stuff and also the la test finishing 
appliances, and em ployed skilled labour and b rough t it  all out here, and brought the raw  m aterial and built 
a factory  here and got every th ing  in readiness to s ta rt working. T hen  the  Board would come in and say 
— “ I t  is a good idea to go home, but we w ill take  over your business. W e will pay the hands w hat pnce 
we th ink  fit. W e w ill regulate  every th ing  in connexion w ith  the stuff, although  we have never been 
outside the colony.”

553. Do you mean th a t you m ight s ta rt a factory  upon the  assum ption th a t the rate of wage you 
would have to pay would be the  general ra te , and after you have obtained all th is m achinery and built t  e 
factory the Board m ight hold a different opinion and fix such prices as would k ill the industry ? T es  , anc 
further, say th a t we should m ake the  stuff in a certain  w ay, w hich m ight be a ltogether the wrong w ay .

554. W’h a t do you understand by “ the mode and m anner ” ?— Supposing you are m aking a pan o 
pants, the Board m ig h t te ll you to sew on the buttons before you do the sewing, or th a t you m ust get t  lem 
cut w ith  a hand knife instead of m achinery.



in fixino-^the nrice t l  t t Z f w f n  t ^ t . th ”se words mea“ thi“ > ™ the event ot there being two waye,
L d e  eoods ?— T hev A > aT6r . ° 7° J n ?es- ° ne for machine-made goods and one for hand-made goods I  hey can nevei fix it. _ I t  is perfectly impossible. One man m ight do it w ith the scissors
another w ith  a long knife. I  will do it w ith a band saw, and another m ight come and sav— 661  will do it

in t e  T he Board1‘would" t '*  “T ®  tMngS ? beCause a11 those dlfEere" ‘  modes areL” , ,, , ' “  '  sy —  T ou W,U haTe to do it this way. T on m ust do it in the way we th ink
fit, and you w ill have to  pay the hands w hat we say. W e will have sole control over the whole th ing  I t
pi’ckedup™  ”  J l l ‘ 5e6n m those large m anufacturing centres, and w hat ideas you have

556. T he Committee generally are of opinion th a t those words do not bear th a t construction ?— The 
question is altogether impracticable. I  am speaking of how it would affect Mr. Gibson’s business.

i "07; Assum ing Boards to be appointed—how would you appoint them ?— I  do not th ink I  could give 
any better illustration than  Mr. D erham  gave. W e would be quite in favour of that, if such a thino- ever 
came to pass ; th a t is, by election.

558. B y  the Hon. S . A ustin .— There are three or four modes of m aking moles garm ents ?—W es. T he 
same rem ark would apply to a great many garm ents— shirts, collars, ties, mantles, hosiery, and a variety of 
other things. There is another aspect of th a t clause I  would like to put before you, th a t is, tha t it would 
have a very bad effect tak ing  any em ployer’s business righ t out of his hands and giving it into the hands 
ot a Board. W hat discipline can you have in a place th a t you have charge of? The employes would say 
you had nothing to do w ith them. “ You do not regulate our pay. You may walk about and look at us, 
but nothing further. The Board are in charge of your affairs.” I  would also like to refer to the perm its. 
I  th ink the perm it question would not affect us in any way. W e do not require any. W e get all the work 
done on our premises, but I  th ink  it would be unworkable, because you could not have proper supervision 
over it. U nder the law , the inspector comes to our place once a month and examines the records, and initials 
them. Suppose there are 500 perm its granted outside, how is he to supervise the time they work, w hether 
it is 48, or 58, or 6 8  hours ? You would require two policemen outside every one’s door.

559. The mere fact of finding some one w orking there at ten o’clock a t n ight would be no proof th a t she 
had been w orking all day long ?— No. People who have domestic duties cannot work all the  day long. They 
may have to attend  to the children or som ething else. There are very few inspectors now. You would have 
to appoint another hundred at least. There is another question w ith regard to the overtime. A t a busy 
season we suffer some inconvenience in regard to it. W henever we have previously applied for overtime 
the Chief Inspector alw ays recommended the M inister to grant it on condition th a t we complied w ith  the 
regulations. We alw ays did comply w ith them, th a t is, we paid time and a quarter for all overtime. Now 
the conditions are altered, and they were altered quite suddenly. W e had work to get out a t a certain 
price, and we had no idea th a t th is th ing would have to be altered, th a t we would have to pay time and 
a half as the minimum, and provide them  w ith  tea besides. I t  is all very well to do th a t kind of th ing  ; 
but I  th ink it was altogether too extrem e.

 ̂560. B y  the Hon. J. M . P ra tt.— You mean paying extra and giving tea ?— Yes, there are alw ays a 
lot of improvers and apprentices. W hen they go in to learn their business they  get 2s. 6 d. a week, and 
get advanced to 5s. and 7s. 6 d. and so on. W ith  a lot of experienced hands you m ust have some of those 
youngsters to do the least im portant part of the work. T h a t is the mode th a t most places work on ; but 
now you compel the people to pay the wages of an experienced hand to a juvenile. You cannot get things 
out a t a proper price under th a t system. T he Chief Inspector told me w ith regard to th a t— “ We have no 
other object in the m atter than  to put a stop to sweating. There are some people who do not pay apprentices 
anything.” “ W ell,” I  said, “ how are you going to determine time and a half for th a t ?” T hat is a th ing 
tha t should be remedied in some way ; but it is going from one extrem e to the other. I t  is too drastic. 
The other A ct did not deal fairly w ith  the hands, because while you were compelled to pay the set wage- 
earner time and a quarter, the piece-worker got nothing a t all extra, and in most of the factories the 
piece-workers are in a majority. I  would suggest tim e and a quarter up to so many hours, say, for six 
hours a week.

561. B y  the Hon. J. A. W allace.— I  suppose, after all, the customers pay the ex tra  price ?— No, 
they do not, because we have made special arrangem ents.

562. B y  the H on. J. Sternberg.— This is a special case, but generally it comes out of the customers’ 
pockets?— I  do not know  tha t. I f  a customer is accustomed to go to a certain dressm aker she knows w hat 
she pays for the  w ork, and if you pu t on 50 per cent, she is not w illing to pay it.

The w itness w ithdrew .

Jo h n  M acLellan examined.

563. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— W hat are you ?— A  partner in the firm of Foy and Gibson. In  
clause 17, sub-section 1, it  says— “ The special Board shall take into consideration the nature, kind, and 
class of the w ork, and the mode and m anner in which the work is to be done.” I  do not th ink th a t is at 
all clear. I t  should be “ modes and m anner,” because there are many ways of m aking goods.

564. Y ou do not read th a t clause in the same way as M r. K elleher did ?— N o; I  fully understand 
it, but I  th ink  it  should be “ modes and m anner,” and th a t would settle the question righ t away.

565. B y  the H on. F. S . Grimwade.—Do you th ink the Board would be workable in your business ?—- 
No, I  do not th ink  so. Coming to clause 18, I  do not see how it is possible to work a Board in the furni
ture trade. T he Board proposes to fix prices for work. A  small manufacturer may be working with a 
few machines, possibly by hand labour, where a large manufacturer may be working almost entirely by 
machines. I  do not see how it is possible to fix the price for both manufacturers.

566. T he larger m anufacturer would be able to m anufacture at a lower price ?— Certainly.
567. I f  the Board fixed the price a t the rate  a t which the smaller man could turn out the goods the 

larger m anufacturer would make an increased profit ?— I f  they fixed the price to be paid to the workmen 
to suit the  man who works by hand there is no advantage in having the big machines. The large m anu
facturer has to pay the same price.



5 6 8 . T h a t w ould ra th e r  encourage a m ultip lication of small m anufacturers ? - Y e s ,  it would m ean 
going hack. Then, suppose the Board fixed the price to su it the large m anufacturer, I  do not see how  the 
sm all man would get on a t a ll unless lie w ent in for sw eating.

o 6 9 . I f  y o u  g iv e  th e  sm all m an p iic e s  th a t w ou ld  en ab le h im  to liv e , th e  large  m an w ou ld  do 
b etter ?— N o  ; it  is  n ot g iv in g  th e  m an u facturer th e  price. I t  is  g iv in g  th e  w ork m en  the price I f  the  
B oard  f ix  th e  price a t w h ic h  th e  good s are to be sold , it  is a v e r y  d ifferen t th in g . T h e n  su p p ose  th e y  tak e  
th e  av era g e  p rice , th a t  w ou ld  n o t su it e ith er  th e  sm a ll m an or th e  la rg e  m an.

570. H ave you any idea how  the sm aller m anufacturers will answ er th a t question ? No. The
question is— w hat is the  B oard supposed to do? Is  it  supposed to kill the fu rn itu re  trade, or to keep it 
.alive ? W e have the  im ported goods to consider too.

571. B y  the H on. J .  A . W allace.— Y ou th ink  it is im possible to fix the  price a t a ll ?— I  do not see 
how  you can do it. W e have an autom atic la the  w hich can tu rn  out 1 , 0 0 0  table legs per day. O ur most 
ex p ert turner, cannot tu rn  out more th an  -50.

572. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— Does th is m achine require one m an to m anage i t ? — One man and 
a boy. °

573. T here  is steam  pow er in connexion w ith  i t ? — W ith  both. A  tu rn er’s lathe has to be driven 
by steam .

574. A re  the legs as well m ade by m achinery ?— Y es ; they  are better made, because they are so 
even. N o m atte r how ex p e rt a turned- is there  w ill be sligh t differences in his w ork.

575. H ow  would you g e t the B oard to fix th e  price for th a t w ork ?— T h e  Board could not do it. 
T h ey  w ould either have to fix a price for the  m achine or th e  m an, and w hichever w ay they  did it  it would 
no t work.

576. B y  the H on. J . S ternberg .— W h a t do you pay this m an to drive the machine ?— W e pay them 
by the  week. T h e  m an gets £ 2  a  w eek and  the  boy 10s. N ow  tak e  the m achine for sand-papering 
tim ber. T h a t m achine w ill tu rn  ou t as m uch in an hour as a man can do in a week. I t  is ju s t like putting 
the  stuff th rough a m angle. A  m an doing th a t am ount of w ork w ith  sand-paper w ould use a lot more 
sand-paper, and would tak e  a w eek to do it. T h a t m achine cost £300 . T hen  we have a machine for 
m aking chair backs, th e  ordinary  square-backed chair. T he  cross-bar th a t goes along the  top has to be 
m ade sm aller a t the  ends. A s an ordinary th in g  th a t means four operations on each piece, bu t this machine 
perform s the  whole four operations in one-ten th  of the tim e a man takes to do one of the operations.

577. A y the H on. the C hairm an.— Is  the  re su lt of th e  in troduction  of m achinery th a t the num ber of 
m en em ployed is less or does it  increase the  consum ption of fu rn itu re?— I t  increases the  consumption. I t  
enables us to m ake goods a t  a cheaper ra te .

578. Does i t  decrease the  num ber of men em ployed ?— N o. W e are em ploying the  same number 
th a t we did before we got the m achines.

579. M ay not th e  facilities you have fo r tu rn ing  out the  large quan tities of fu rn itu re  have killed
some sm aller men ?—I  do not th in k  so.

580. B y  the H on. S . A u s tin .— Y our o u tp u t is much g rea te r now th an  it  was' before?— W e are 
m aking a lo t of th ings th a t we never made before.

581. B y  the H on. J . A . TVallace.— T hey  are m uch cheaper now  ?—Y es, we are m aking deck chairs
th a t used to  cost 7s. 6 d. for 2 s. 9d. each. P eop le  buy them  who never had  them  before.

582. B y  the H on. W . I .  W m te r-Irv in g .— T h e same num ber of people would be employed as before 
the cheapening of fu rn itu re  ?— W e have the  same num ber now. W e had more in 1891, w hen every one was 
buying fine fu rn itu re , but people do not w an t th a t now, they  w an t cheap stuff now w here there is no hand 
w ork about i t  ; there  are certain th ings th a t cannot be done by m achinery.

583. B y  the H o n . J . S ternberg .— Is your principal w ork done by con trac t or by day labour ?— A ll 
by the  week. W e pay th e  men an average of £ 2  a w eek, and the  boys 10s. a w eek of 48 hours. Then 
w e have a dovetailing m achine for m ak ing  the  dovetails in draw ers ; it dovetails a com plete draw er in two 
m inutes. I t  takes a very  sm art w orkm an to do the same th in g  in 30 m inutes, and th e  m achine is very 
m uch ahead of the w orkm en. A  w orkm an will pu t his dovetail 1 £ inch  betw een ; the m achine puts them 
a |  of an  inch betw een. T hen  after th a t is done w e have a m achine for p u ttin g  the draw er together— in 
the  ordinary w ay it takes a m an fifteen m inutes to do th a t.

584. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— H ow  does the  m achinery-m ade fu rn itu re  compare w ith the 
Chinese made g o ods?— W e have only ju s t got these m achines, and we have hardly  started  to touch the 
Chinese lines, bu t we are going to do so. T h a t m eans, th a t instead  of m aking six  chests of draw ers we will 
m ake 1 0 0  sets a t a time.

585. T h e  w orkm en com plain th a t the  C hinese have killed them , and they  w ish the  Chinese to be 
compelled to w ork under san itary  conditions so th a t  they  may have a chance, bu t even if you succeed in killing 
th e  Chinese I  do no t see how  the  workm en w ill be benefited ?— In  A m erica they  have p lenty  of Chinese, 
bu t there are no Chinese in  th e  fu rn itu re  factories.

586. B y  the H on. T. D . W an liss .— A re those m achines A m erican ?— B oth E ng lish  and American.
587. B y  the H on. F .S .  G rim w ade.— D o you know  W annam acher’s place in P h iladelph ia  ?— Yes.
588. Do they  use those m achines there  ?— A ll A m erican fu rn itu re  m anufacturers use,m achinery— 

you go th ro u g h  a large  place there, and you w ill see only 50 m en a ltogether.
589. Chinam en do no t w ork for them  ?— No.
590. B y  the Hon. J . Sternberg.— Do you find the com petition for positions in your factory g rea t?  — 

O ur presen t men have been there  for the last seven or e ig h t years— we have had none leave.
591. I s  there  any excess of lab o u r?— T h ey  do not come to me, they come to the furniture factory 

m anager— I  do not th in k  there  are m any coming.
592. B y  the Hon. J . M . P ra tt .— T h e effect of em ploying all th is m achinery m ust throw  people out 

of em ploym ent ?— I t  has not th row n any of our hands out of em ploym ent ; we still keep them  on. A s to 
th e  B oard, suppose a m anufacturer is m ak ing  a certain  artic le , and he finds a certain m achine being made, 
w hich w ill enable him  to tu rn  out tw ice the q u an tity  for the sam e cost, he may im port th a t machine. He 
goes to the B oard and say s—“ I  w ant to ge t a low er price for th is work in consequence of th is  machine ; ” 
th e  Board m ay be composed of two w orkm en who do not like  m achinery, and tw o m anufacturers who are 
behind th e  tim es, and  do not w ish  to g e t new  m achinery, and they  are no t likely  to alter the  price for him. 
T h e  resu lt w ill be th e  m anufacturers w ill not trouble about ge ttin g  m achines.



593. B y  the lio n , the Chairman.— Assum ing the Board to be constituted, how would you recommend 
it should be constituted ; should it be appointed by the Governor in Council, or elected by the manufac
turers and the employes ?—I  think it would be bad any w ay— it would not make much difference. I  
object to the Board from top to bottom. A nother point is—a m anufacturer who looks after his business 
will invent new processes, and discover new methods of m aking goods, which enables him to make them 
either cheaper or better. H e patents th a t idea, and prevents anyone else using i t ; is the Board likely to 
allow th a t man to get a lower rate for using that patent, arid so get the better of his competitors ?

594. B y  the H on. S. W. Cooke.— I t  is handicapping brains ?— Yes.
. 595; B y  the H on. J . A . W allace.— H e would not get the benefit of his patent ?— No, he would be '

deprived of w hat is legally his due. The Board would say— “ Why should we throw  other men out of 
employment to suit you ?” Supposing a man invents a process which cannot be patented, but which he 
wishes to keep secret, he has to tell the Board— 661  have invented a process which will enable me to 
do w oik cheaper , he has to disclose his secret, and they are not bound to observe the secret, and it may 
get all over the trade.

596. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— T he resu lt of those two points m ight be th a t the general public 
would not get the benefit of the lowering of the prices ?— No, I  th ink the Board would try  to protect the 
other m anufacturers. I f  one m anufacturer asked for a reduction there would he 99 or 100 saying they did 
not w ant it. I  th ink the Board would listen to the m ajority, and the public would suffer. Then suppose 
a m anufacturer invents an improvement in the  manufacture of tables, and by reason of this improvement 
he obtains a large sale, the other m anufacturers not being able to use his improvement find their sales falling 
off; the  nex t th ing is they try  to m ake the goods cheaper to compensate for tha t improvement— would the 
Board be likely to sanction a reduction of the price to enable them  to carry on this competition? Take a 
m anufacturer who is turning out articles in dozens— take butter boxes ; when they started m aking them  
they were from 2 s. to 2 s. 6 d. each, and they  can now be bought for l i d .

5 9 1 . B y  the Hon. J . M . P ratt. W ha t w eight do they hold ?— 561bs. T h a t is because certain 
m anufacturers on the south side of the Y arra have gone in for m aking large quantities. I f  the Board is to 
fix the price there, and to fix it either by the large m anufacturer or by the small m anufacturer, the small 
man could not tu rn  out boxes at l id . ,  and if the large man is compelled to pay his workmen l i d .  to make 
them  he could not sell a t l i d .  Then, on the question of skilful workmen, all workmen are not equally 
sk ilfu l; and if  we have to pay the workm en by piece-work the careless man will get as much as the 
careful man.

598. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— H e  w ill not be able to tu rn  out as much ?— He m ight turn out 
as much, but the careless man m ight turn  it out badly, and the careful man would turn it out well.

599. Could not the m anufacturer tu rn  out the careless man ?— Then he would go away and start 
sw eating on his own account. T he next question is as to patterns ; the Board fixes prices for certain 
patterns, and a certain m anufacturer says— “ I  can produce a new pattern .” I t  takes a considerable amount 
of thought, expense, and trouble to get a pattern  into proper shape. A fte r he has produced this pattern he 
has to go to the Board and say— “ How  much will you allow me to pay my men for making this, it  is a 
new pattern .” The Board knows nothing about it— there is only one man who knows anything about it, th a t 
is the man who made i t —how is th a t price to be fixed ? I  do not see how you can make rules to fit both 
sides ; if it suits the one it will not suit the other. I t  w ill infallibly kill all enterprise and machinery.

600. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.— You do not believe in sw eating in your business?— No, we do 
not employ any outside labour a t all.

601. Do people generally go where they find the goods cheap, no m atter how they are made or by 
whom they are made ?— T hey do not ask w hether they are made by Chinese or not. As regards sweating 
in furniture, there is no sw eating in Am erica in the furniture trade ; the reason is that they have very large 
factories well appointed and w ith all the la test machinery. I t  is quite impossible for any hand labour, if 
they work 24 hours a day, to compete w ith machinery where there are large quantities being turned 
out.

602. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— You have a population there "of 60,000,000 to work upon ; you 
could not have factories here of the same size ?— I  do not see why not. The whole 60,000,000 are not 
supplied by one factory. I  should say, as far as population is concerned, we have as many consumers here 
to each factory as they  have in Am erica.

603. B y  the H on. S . W. Cooke.— You th ink  a factory such as yours will kill the furniture industry 
in small factories ?—N o ; there is always a certain amount of opening for w hat they call the artist. I  know 
many of tha t sort who are working now and who get good wages. They make a class of work not 
susceptible of being made by m achinery, such as the fine carving.

604. T he class of work you m ake would not be' made outside the factory ?— No, it cannot. W e 
make good hand-w ork to o ; we have some men who do nothing else. T hey work in the primitive style 
w ith planes, chisels, and hammers.

605. Do not your argum ents as to fixing prices largely apply to all other trades ?— Yes, the question 
of m achinery comes in. A t the present date we have got machinery, and the Board fixes the price. The 
man who takes the trouble to find out a machine has to go to the expense of getting it, and then he has^ to 
get the Board to le t him  get the  advantage of the machine, which is a very much bigger job than getting 
the machine.

606. B y  the H on. W. I .  W in ter-Irv ing .— Ho you buy any furniture outside ?— Yes, from the small 
m anufacturers who make nothing else. T h a t is the only chance, for a small man to confine himself to the 
one line. We buy chairs from a man in Colling wood, we pay 2s. each for them— he is making for many 
people, and is m aking more than  we can possibly make.

607. You recognise th a t sweating does exist in the furniture trade ?— Yes ; but particularly in the 
Chinese trade. You go to a Chinaman and say— “ H ere is £ 1 0  for tha t furniture,” though you paid £12 
for it  before, and the Chinam an will take the money— th at is not confined to Chinamen, it applies to other 
men as well.

The witness withdrew.

Adjourned to to-morrow , a t Three o'clock.
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Jo h n  M acLellan fu rther examined.
608. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— W e were at clause 18 when we adjourned. You condemned the 

formation under any circumstances of a Board to fix prices ?— Yes.
609. How would you form the Board if P arliam ent decided it should be formed ?— We started our 

furniture factory  w ith  150 hands in the first instance ; about 75 of those hands were employed in making 
high-class fu rn itu re ; bu t after the  collapse of the  “ boom” the demand for th a t high-class furniture entirely 
ceased. M r. Gibson then saw the T rades-hall people, M r. H arw ood and Mr. Farlow , and put the m atter 
before them . H e said— “ We cannot continue to m ake this expensive furniture ; there is no demand for 
it. A re you agreeable to allow your men to take a lower wage, and we w ill try and employ them on cheap 
furniture ? I f  you cannot allow them  to do so we m ust discharge some o f the men.” T he m atter was 
discussed, and finally the Trades H all said they  would sooner have the men discharged than have any 
reduction in the wages. We were then giving 45s. as the average wage, w hich is 5s. more than  we give 
now. W e discharged the 75 hands, and we continued the balance at the same "wages as they had been paid 
before. T here  was no reduction made in wages un til the  collapse after the banks failed. Between those 
times we had employed those 75 hands m aking w hat we m ight call medium fu rn itu re ; but after the banks 
failed the demand for the medium-class furn itu re w ent down also, and we had to employ them  on furniture 
to compete w ith  Chinese, a grade lower still. F o r one year we stopped buying Chinese furniture 
entirely to give the th ing a trial, and we found a t the end of the year we w ere losing trade rapidly. Other 
people were buying Chinese furniture and selling it for m uch less than  we could sell at. W e then had to 
resume buying Chinese furniture, and I  w ent to A m erica and E ngland to buy m achinery to try  and compete 
w ith  the Chinese furniture. W e are now fitting up th a t machinery. We expect to start nex t week, and 
we w ill see the result after we have been a t it for a little  while.

610. B y  the Hon. J . A . Wallace.— If  the T rades H all had not called out your men would you have 
purchased the m achinery from A m erica ?— I  do not th ink  th a t m atter came up a t a l l ; the question was as 
to medium-class furniture.

611. I f  they had taken  £ 2  in place of £2  5s. you would have kept the  whole of the men employed 
a t th a t ra te  ?— W e would have tried to ; we promised to try  the best we could.

612. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— W hat reduction did you make in the wages of the 75 men that 
remained ?— None w hatever until the banks stopped, then  we reduced them  5s. a week, th a t gives them 
£2  a week. Some are 35s., some 45s., bu t the average is slightly  over £2.

613. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.— T he T rades H all did not call them  out on tha t reduction?— They 
did not call them  out the first time. T hey  said we had  better discharge them. I t  was a question w hether 
they would accept the loAver w age for 150 or the full wage for 75.

614. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.— W ere the men them selves w illing to take the lower wage ?—
I  understood they were ; we were dealing w ith  the T rades H all, bu t we understood the men were willing.

615. W hat became of th e  75 men who w ent out ?— I  presume a large number started in a small way 
of business, and w orked early and late to make up furniture.

616. B y  the H on. F . S. Grimwade.— T hey  became sw eaters, I  suppose ?— I  do not th ink all did, 
but some did. T he m achinery had nothing to do w ith  the  men discharged. W e had the - same machinery 
w hen we had the 150 as when we had 75.

617. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— You have now  new m achinery?— Yes, bu t we do not intend to 
discharge a single man on account of the new m achinery. W e w ill keep 75 men employed w ith  the new 
machinery, and we are depending upon the  increased trade to make up the difference. W ith  regard to the 
men to be employed on the new m achinery, every man employed on it  will get an increase of wages right 
away, because he w ill be able to produce more goods and we can afford to give him more.

618. B y  the Hon. J . A . Wallace.— W as the increase given to them  because they  asked for it ?— I t  
will be given. W e have not given it yet because we have not started, bu t immediately we s ta rt they will 
have an increase w hen they  are employed on the machines.

619. B y  the Hon. T . D . W anliss.— Do you find in  the U nited  S tates the use of improved machinery 
gives increased wages to the workm en ?— A m erican w orkm en are paid h igher than  they are here, and yet 
the results of their labour are m uch cheaper. W ith  regard  to wages, we believe th a t good wages should 
be paid w here it  is possible, and we believe the best way to accomplish th a t is to let the workman have 
every assistance he can in the way of m achinery and other inventions. H e can only be paid for w hat he 
turns out. A s far as ourselves are concerned, the better the  w ages the better we are pleased, because they 
spend more money w ith  us.

620. B y  the H on. the Chairmcm.— T he better the wages the better the buyers ?—Y es, a n d  we have 
more support from the w orking classes than any other class in the  country. Then as to the constitution of 
the Board, I  th ink  if Parliam ent decide tha t a Board is desirable the Board should have no power to fix 
prices in the  vray proposed under this Bill. I  th ink it  should be practically  a Board of A rbitration. ^

621. A re you aware there  is an  A ct of P arliam ent already in existence, called the Conciliation 
A ct ?— Yes, but 1 do not th ink  th a t will quite m eet the case they intend to pu t before you.

622. B y  the lio n . F. S . G rim w ade.— H as th a t A c t done any good in your experience ?■ We have 
never had any occasion to consider it. T his Board m ight be constituted very much as proposed lieie, that 
is, two from the employers and two from the workm en. A  large Board is unw ieldy ; it is very difficult to 
get them  all together a t one time.

623. B y  the H on. S . W . Cooke.— Clause 18 says th a t the Board is to fix the p r ic e s -w h a t  inference 
do you draw  from  th a t ?— W e say th a t no Board can fix prices. One m anufacturer m ight adopt mac ineiy



to interfere1" wiVh^]?0^' Pos*^on Board should take up should be that they should have no power
m a n Z c t t r e 7 o J v 3 ™anufac1tu r e r »8 to T hether he should pay piece-work or wages. I t  m ight suit one
eood machTnert ?nr J  I T 'T  5’ T ° J  ? J ght fi.nd {t reT7 much better to Pa7 wages- A man w ith 
by the piece nto ou a o o stuff would find it better to pay a good man by the week rather than

I  do not t e e  ^  ? w T T ' T W TUld this B °ard .also have the ri§ht to fix the hours of work ?—
event of a w n r L  ’ ,u t w ba!: 1 ^ ould cad ^ i s  Board into existence for would be th a t in the
reasonable fivi™  domg hm best working hard either by piece-work or wages, and failing to get a
then to arbitrate ^  J1 g induce his employer to improve matters, he m ight call in the Board
made n o t t  t o  t ° ^  Wages he should be Pa*d> but not as to the way the pay is to bemade up, not as to the amount he should get for a certain piece of work.
PflHnin thfno. t 1hat n ot necessarily enter into the question ?— N ot exactly. I f  a man is working on a
t W  mnn m akl?g 3? s.’ a week and he th inks th a t is not a fair wage it lies with the employer to put

in e way o getting  more wages. There would have to be arrangements made between the 
employer and the employe.

6*f6" ®UPP0S® the m anufacturer gives evidence th a t he cannot afford to give more or that the man is 
him ° r m°re * th inks the man is no good and it is a question of laziness he would simply dismiss

a- . , 62>7* tJie. Hon' H . Cuthbert.— H e has th a t power now ; this would not take tha t power away ?—
’ it would be ridiculous to say he m ust be compelled to employ a certain man.

•f mi a  4 - J ' A% W allace'— 1* ™  will the minimum wage affect the question ?—I  do not think
it will affect it. We have not heard anything of the minimum wage for a long time. We are paying the 
highest wage in  the trade at the present time.

r  n i^29 ' B y  tJi ir H,on' T ‘ D ' W anliss-— 1* the minimum wage supposed to be fixed by the Trades H all ?
1 believe so. We have not had any occasion to go into the m atter.

£ ^ ave J ou ever heard of any differences between the workmen and the employers on account
of the minimum wage . Ho, I  have not. I  know of certain shops where the men are working for very 
much less than we give, but they are working on contract work. The employer will ask a man how much 
he will do a particular job for.

631. B y  the H on. the Chawmcm.— B o  you th ink th a t should be permitted ?— Ho, I  do not think th a t 
1>Sif  ? °  Ming\  ma^ 8U^  *be workmen and it  may not, but if there are a number of workmen out of a 
job they w ill take it  a t prices a t w hich they cannot possibly keep to the law.

632. H ow  would you stop it?-—B y forbidding contracts altogether inside a workshop.
633. B y  the H on, T . D , Wanliss.—Do you not th ink Government interference in the relations 

between employers and employes is very detrim ental to the industry as a whole ?— T h at would have to be 
qualified. I t  entirely depends upon w hat the Government interfere w ith.

634. The interference between employers and employes as regards the price to be paid for labour 
would seriously interfere w ith the course of trade would it not ?— I  believe it would.

635. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.—-You do not believe in any work being le t by contract a t all?
A s between one firm and another I  do, but not as between two workmen competing for a job. In  this

particular case where men are inside a shop the men are there all the time, and they are asked to contract 
for every piece of work they do ; they are not outsiders.

636. B y  the Hon. H , Cuthbert.— They are not paid so much a day, but so much for the job ?— Yes ; 
and they make a m istake. M any of those men are not very good calculators ; they may take a job for 
£10 which is w orth £15.

637. W hat is done in th a t case ?— T hey work all hours to try  and come out all right.
638. T he employe carries out his contract even a t a loss ?— H e has to ; he will not get any money 

until he has done it.
639. B y  the Hon. the Chairman .— H e generally buys the m aterial on credit I  suppose ?— The 

workman is supplied w ith  m aterial by the man who owns the factory. T he contract is for labour only, for 
putting  the thing together.

640. B y  the Hon. S . W . Cooke.— You would prevent th a t by law  : how could you put the law  into 
force ?—I t  is very difficult.

641. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— W hy should not a  man be allowed to enter into a contract ?-̂ > 
S trictly  speaking there is no reason w hy he should not, but if it  is desired tha t wages should be kept up 
to a reasonable level there is no quicker w ay of stopping a reduction than stopping the contract system.

642. B y  the Hon. T . D. W anliss.-BLf such a regulation prevented moneyed men putting their money 
into business would th a t not tend to reduce wages still further ?— I  do not see how it should interfere with 
th a t a t all. ' I t  is not a large th ing  ; it is only done in one or two shops.

643. J t  m ight become a large th ing if you acknowledge the principle that Government is to step in 
and regulate the price of labour ; would it not prevent employers going into the industry if they are liable 
to have their business interfered w ith by Government ?— I  do not say Government should step in and 
regulate the prices. I  have objected to th a t from the beginning. I  have objected to the Board having 
power to fix prices. I  say they m ight have power to state w hat is a reasonable wage, and arbitrate between 
the workmen and employer to secure th a t reasonable wage.

644. B y  the Hon. J . A. Wallace.— I t  is an Arbitration B oard?— Yes, and the same Board could 
settle the contract business in the  same way. As to clause 19, I  do not see any objection to it whatever, 
excepting th a t the Board m ight possibly, in order to employ more men, reduce the hours of labour unduly.

645. B y  the Hon. the Chairman .— Seeing th a t the Board would consist of part employers and part 
employed, is there any probability of their doing so ?—I  do not think so. I f  they were all workmen, they 
m ight say— “ T here are a lot of us out of w ork,” and they might endeavour to take them in by shortening 
the hours of others.

646. B y  the H on. F. S. Grimwade,—They m ight say it would be better for 100 to be employed four 
bours a day than 50 for eight hours ?— Yes. The same thing is done in the coal-mines in England, where 
they work half-tim e and quarter-tim e. The next clause is Ho. 22— “ Provision as to sleeping places at 
factories.” There is no provision made for the case of watchmen sleeping on the premises. A  watchman 
should be allowed to sleep on the premises w ithout having a room specially railed off for him,.

F a c t o r ie s . d



647. B y  the S o n , S .  Cuthbert.— How  does lie manage at the present time ?—W e have two w atch
men who sleep on the premises, and we have six others who go round about who do not sleep there. 
Those who do sleep there are provided w ith stretchers and blankets, and are quite as comfortable there 
as they would be in any room.

648. A re they supposed to sleep ?— Tw o of them  are supposed to sleep ; they are there as extras 
who may be called upon as they are w anted. T he other men are not supposed to sleep. W e have six 
walking about and two sleeping.

649. Y ou do not w ant the sleeping apartm ent provided for your watchmen to be interfered w ith ?— 
W e do not have any sleeping apartm ent. T hey sleep in any convenient part of the warehouse where there 
is a clear space.

650. T his clause is framed for the purpose of preventing Chinamen from using their workshop for 
the purpose of sleep ing; if  you allow Englishm en to sleep there how can you deny the same righ t to 
Chinamen ?— T he w atchm en would not be there during the day.

651. B y  the S o n . F . S . Grimwade.— If they  slept in a room made separately for them  they would 
not be so useful as w atchm en ?— I t  is not so much that, but if you rail off a room it means a w aste of space 
w hich is -wasted all day long, and it may be very inconvenient.

652. B y  the S o n . T . D. W anliss.— Do you not th ink if they  were in a close room they could not 
be so effective as w atchm en as they would be if they were sleeping in an open space, where they would 
hear all the noises and a t once see if any th ing  was wrong, such as fire ?— Decidedly. A  man who wakes 
up inside a room w ith  no light in it is very stupid a t first. H e sees nothing, but if he is in a large place 
and there is a fire he sees it at once.

653. B y  the S o n . the Chairman.— Y ou are dealing w ith  watchm en and caretakers, not people living 
on the premises ?— Yes.

654. B y  the S o n . F. S . Grimwade.— Do you have w atchm en in the factories as well as the ware
houses ?— Yes.

655. Do you w ant those men to sleep there ?— W e w ant one man to sleep in the factory and one man 
to go round about.

656. B y  the S o n . S . W. Cooke.— Do the eight men take it  in tu rns to w atch righ t through the 
n ight ?— No, there are six  men who do certain work in the warehouse, such as sweeping, but we consider 
six men would not be enough in the event of a fire, and the two ex tra  men are reserve men who sleep there 
instead of a t home.

657. Are they men who have been w orking in the factory during the day ?— No, they are usually 
men who have been driving vans during the day— they are all in our employment.

658. B y the S o n . T. D. W anliss.— They are kep t there in case of an emergency ?— Yes.
659. B y  the S o n . S .  Cuthbert.— W ould it not be very easy to provide a place for those men to sleep 

in apart from the factory or work-room ?— W e w ant them inside the factory for its protection against fire. 
I f  they are not in the factory they m ight as well be a t home. T hey are not engaged in the factory during 
the day. Now, as to clause 24— “ W orking hours for females and boys.” In  line 19 it says— “ No such 
suspension shall have any force or effect for more than  two m onths from the date of such notification, and 
the same may at any time be revoked by the M inister by a notification under his hand posted to the occupier 
of the factory or work-room affected thereby and also published in the Government Gazette .” I  th ink that 
should not be allowed. If  the suspension is granted it  ought to be granted for the full time.

660. How long would you g ran t it for ?— For the time specified here in the permission. I f  a
m anufacturer makes a contract to deliver goods in a certain time in expectation of getting this suspension, 
or even w ith this suspension granted, he m ight lose very heavily if it is revoked.

661. Suppose he knows he can complete his contract w ithin two weeks, and applies for the 
lim itation of the suspension for two weeks, and it is granted, w hy should th a t extend beyond the time for 
which it is granted ?—I  do not w ant it to be extended, but I  do not w ant it  revoked at the end of one 
week. I t  should not be revokable at all after once being granted.

662. I t  all depends upon the nature of the application— if it is for a week it should continue for a
week and so on ?—Yes.

663. B y  the S o n . the Chairman.— Suppose the permission has been granted on certain conditions, 
and it is found those conditions are violated, would you still allow him to go on for the  rest of the time 
violating the conditions ?— I  presume you can proceed against him  for violation of the conditions under 
sub-clause 2 of the same section.

664. B y  the S o n . S .  Cuthbert.— W ould you do away w ith  the power of the M inister to suspend the 
lim itation of hours ?— A fter it is once granted I  would. I f  the  M inister grants a suspension for one month 
it should last for a month. H e should not have the power to revoke i t  after a fortnight.

665. Even though there is a violation of the term s on which the suspension was granted P-^He can 
proceed against them  otherwise. I f  he breaks the conditions for one day you have the option of recovering 
a penalty of £5, and I  th ink th a t is quite sufficient power.

666. Do you not th ink it makes the person asking for the concession very particular how he conforms 
w ith the terms of the concession when he knows tha t forfeiture will ensue upon violation of those terms ? 
— I t  does not give any reason. I f  reasons are to be given for the revocation th a t m ight be all right, but it 
does not give that.

667. B y  the S o n . T . S .  W anliss.— You are afraid of arb itrary  interference by the inspector during 
the currency of the suspension ?— Yes.

668. You m ight have a big contract on, and it would be a very serious loss to you ?— Certainly.
669.- B y  the H on. S .  Cuthbert,— W ould you say— u T he same may be at any time revoked by the 

M inister by notification under his hand for any breach of the term s under which the concession was 
g ran ted ” ?— T h at would be all right.

670. B y  the S o n . J . A. W allace.— Do you th ink  the penalties are too h ig h ?— The penalties are too 
high all through, I  think. T he next is clause 38, regarding the closing of shops on one afternoon in each 
week. There is no provision made for such a case as this : the grocers may close on W ednesday, iron
mongers may close on Thursday, and drapers may close on F riday; in the case of a large concern, which 
has all those trades in one, and possibly other trades as well, are they to close a portion of their warehouse 
every day ?



A

week ?— Y e s ^  ^  E ° n‘ F ' S ' Gn'mwade- ~ A t  that rate y°u miSht have a portion closed every day in the

672. B y  the Eon. the Chairman.— There is a section in the Princinal Ant mnV,-™ f
shops selling goods of various kinds f _ I  do not think the section would worit veTy w d f  8 P
s 67d. H ow do you propose to meet that ?— We propose tha t if there is any closing- to be done all 

shops should be closed on one and the same day in all trades ’

day cerW ntyw ouM  n o f  Jot0s„mee‘ C°nTCnienCe ° fa11 trades ?~ 11 ^ p e n d  upon the day. A  Satur-

676 Bn l  * (L BS L  \ S ' n TiT ar e- ~ V °  ? an cIose ™ Saturday ? - N o  , a t ten o’clock.
Yes. W anhss.—  Uxo principal shops in the city do close on Saturday?—

t i l '  ?  y?7U nJ r de ^  alIrth ? 0ue da7 would inconvenience some?— No doubt. 
i ijj u v a d -Bon. the Chairman.— Could th a t not be met by clause 51, which comnels von to o-lvo a. 
half-holiday to every one of your employes a t some time during the week ?— Yes ; I  think clauses 42 and 
51 cover the ground very much better than th is clause.

day durtog thehw e e k ? T Y e s .regarCl d °Sillg ‘he Sh°P3’ the other is as *° giving the employds one half-

680 No doubt those shops in Collins-street and Bourke-street which now close on Saturdav after-
SatSrdkf ? Yes certo inN 6 T l ^ f  °utvo.ted ^  y™ rselves and others who wish to keep open on the Saturday — Yes, certainly The only way to get over that would be to exempt the city.

681 A ll m the city do not close on S a tu rd ay ?-N o , that is the unfortunate part of it ; but in all
£  wm M -h ^ 6re f 6 a num? er 0f sh0ps th a t close early 011 Saturday afternoons. A t the same time would be almost impossible to do our trade if we had to close on Saturday afternoon.
n  l r  6f  • f  “  either a qilestion of y °ur compelling the Collins-street shops to open o n ' Saturday or the
on S d  1°PS T pellmg y0U t0,  cl0Se ?- J d0 not see how it is possible at all. I f  we were to close on W ednesday it would upset our trade.

683. B y  the Eon. F. S . Gnmwade.— T>o you close on any day now ?—No.
7i ", ? y 0TJr employes ever have a half-holiday ?—No, no half-holiday in the week, but we give

employes a fortnight s holiday every year on full pay in addition to the public holidays.
. 1 8,°; B y th* A  Wanliss. Does tha t about meet the half-holiday?— We consider it is an

equivalent to the half-holiday.

m  ^ 68? ' ? y  H on‘ F ' S; Grimwade-~ T h e y  have about 23 days for which they get full pay?—Yes.
6 0 J\° 0 *Jec yery strongly to the half-holiday for the assistants, but we do object to being closed up : 

we could arrange to give it to them. v
holiday^— N o^ ^  J- A . Wallace.— W ould th a t interfere w ith your giving them the other annual

688. B y  the Eon. the Chawmam.— 'This is only a slight alteration of the existing A c t ; how has it 
worked so tar .— I t  has not been put in operation yet. There has been no petition yet. We are in Colling- 
wood on one side of Sm ith-street. W e have another large building on the other side of Smith-street, in 
r  itzroy. One m ight be closed and the other opened.

689. H ave they closed in Fitzroy ?— No, I  do not think so.
690. They closed in P rahran ?— Yes, and in South Melbourne, P o rt Melbourne, and St. Kilda, but 

not universally, I  believe ; the grocers close, I  know. The next is clause 43— “ Hours of work of youno- 
persons^ and women in shops limited.”  We do not object to the clause as a whole, but we object to the 
point th a t only on one day in each week eleven hours can be worked, for this reason, that on Saturday we 
have to work eleven hours at least, and in the event of a public holiday coming, we have to work the 
evening before the holiday. T hat is the only qualification we want. We are quite satisfied otherwise, 
but we w ant th a t provision (which is contained in the present A ct), tha t we may be open until ten o'clock 
on the evening before a holiday, continued.

691. T hat is not cancelled ?—This says— “ one day in each week,” which is very definite. Take 
Cup day, for instance, we want to keep open on the Monday evening until ten o’clock; then we have to 
keep open on Saturday again until ten o’clock.

692. B y  the E on . T . D . W anliss.— You do not open on Cup day ?—No.
693. B y  the Eon. the Chairma/n.— Section 46 of the Principal Act says— “ Provided that on the day 

immediately preceding any public holiday any such shop may be kept open until ten of the clock in the 
evening” ? 1 es; this clause 43 overrides that. As to clause 51 I  have already said we are quite prepared 
to make arrangements to allow each hand to have a half-holiday, but not to close the shop.

694. B y  the E o n . E .  Cuthbert.—How could you let all your employes go away on that day ?— We 
would not do so; we could let some go away each day, taking it  in turns.

695. B y  the Eon. the Chairman .— J u s t  as you arrange for the fortnight’s holiday ?— Yes, exactly the 
same. W e would not allow anyone to go away on the Saturday, we would allow them to go away on the 
other days— we would send away more on Friday than on any day in the week.

696. Do you imagine the effect of that would be in some cases that the wages would be reduced ?—
I  could not very well say that. Of course the afternoon is the worst time for giving a half-holiday, because 
the majority of the buyers come in the afternoon, and we would have to provide other assistants to take 
their places, but we will certainly not reduce the wages, we shall have to employ more people, and put 
something extra on the goods.

697. B y  the E on. T . D . W anliss.— The public will have to pay for it ?—I  should say this clause 
will have the effect of bringing in a class of men you may call travelling assistants who will travel round 
small shops. I  do not see how otherwise they can work it. I t  is quite necessary in a shop where there 
are only two hands engaged— they cannot do otherwise.

698. B y  the Eon. F. S. Grimwade.— T hat might apply to small shops, not to you ?—No ; we have 
plenty of reserve in our factories—we have 800 girls in the factories. People take strangers in now to help 
them  in stock-taking, which lasts for a week or a month— this would last all the year round. Then as to 
clause 52— “ Lim itation of time,” we say twelve months after the commission of an offence is too long— 
one month is quite long enough.

d a



699. B y  the Hojt. H . Cuthbert.— T he extension of time was to give time to find out about the 
stam ping of furniture ?— T hen i t  w ould be better to have a special clause relating to that. The nex t is 
clause 53— “ Inspector may be accompanied by an in terp re ter,” we would like to know w hat tha t means— 
does it  refer only to Chinese ?

700. I t  is really  intended for th a t purpose ?— I t  does not say so. Someone m ight come in as 
an interpreter who really  had no business to be there.

701. U nder the original A c t the  inspector can come in and take anyone he wishes w ith  him ?— 
I  do not th ink  he should have th a t power a t all. I  do not w ish to say anything against the inspector, but 
suppose a man were very anxious to see how  you were doing your work, he m ight come in w ith the inspector 
and see th ings you did not w ant him  to see.

702. I t  is not likely the  inspector would bring  any person in w ith  the object of th a t man prying into 
the secrets of your trade ?— I  do not say the inspector would do it  know ingly.

703. B y  the H on . F . S .  Grimwade.— Do you th ink  if th is  B ill is passed there w ill be any trade 
secrets at all ?—I t  does not look like it.

704. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— U nder section 11 of the Principal A ct it says he may take a 
constable ?— T h at is all righ t, bu t here it  says he may bring anyone to act as an interpreter. W e do not 
object to the  inspector bringing in any num ber of people so long as we have power to say— “ W e do not 
w ant you,”  but there is not very  m uch in th a t point. T hen  clause 57 we do not object to. W e stamp all 
our own furniture.

705. W hy ?— I t  is a good advertisem ent.
706. Is  it  a good advertisem ent for the  [Chinese ?— I t  may be, or it may be a bad one, I f  the 

buyers say they  w ant good furniture they  will take  ours, bu t if they only w ant cheap furniture they will 
take the Chinese, irrespective of the  stamp.

707. Y ou say the peoplejw ant cheaper goods now ; th a t you tried to do aw ay w ith  Chinese manufac
tu re  and had to re tu rn  to i t— supposing in your own place there  were some articles w ith  your own stamp and 
some w ith  the Chinese, would a p arty  w anting  furn iture take the  Chinese goods ?— W e would show it to 
them ; we would show them  ours, and if they  w anted a cheaper article we would show them  the other.

708. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.— If  a m an makes a superior article and stam ps his goods, th a t 
brand will alw ays take  ?— T h a t is the  reason we do it— we say our goods are good.

709. Should i t  'be  compulsory to stam p them  ?— I  do not see w hy it  should be, except w ith  the 
special object of d istinguishing Chinese from European furniture.

710. Do you th ink  it  righ t to make it  compulsory ?— I t  m ay be expedient; I  do not say it is right.
711. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.— W hat is wrong about i t ; you make a certain article and put your 

own name on i t—w hy should not the Chinese also be compelled to do i t ; you do it because you th ink  it 
raises the  sta tus of th e  article; is there  any th ing  wrong in saying to the  Chinese-—“ You can manufacture 
here, but you m ust pu t your own brand o n ”  ?— No, I  do not see anything specially wrong, bu t there is 
undoubtedly th e  fact th a t the Chinese w orkm an brings the  wages down for the  European competitor.

712. T h a t is no reason w hy he should not brand the  article he puts on the m a rk e t; the European 
w ill be bound to brand under this A c t— w hy should not everyone who m anufactures, w hether Chinese or 
other, have to do the same ?— I  do not see any g rea t objection to the  branding ; in  fact, I  th ink  it may be 
an improvement.

713. B y  the Hon. F . S . Grimwade.— W ill it no t have the  effect of im proving the  class of manu
factures if  every m anufacturer has to brand his goods ?— I  do not th ink  it w ill make any difference.

714. W ill people m ake rubbish  if  they  have to brand it ?— I t  is not the m anufacturer’s choice to 
m ake rubbish. I f  buyers insist upon cheap stuff they w ill ge t it w ith  or w ithou t a name.

715. B y  the H on. H . Thornley.— W here do you brand the goods ?— In  the case of chairs, inside, 
underneath the seat. A  chest of drawers we w ould brand on the  back ; a table we brand on the inside, 
under the top.

716. B y  the H on. F. S . Grimwade.— Y ou brand other th ings than  fu rn itu re  ?— Y es, we get many 
goods branded for us.

717. I f  you m ake a pair of trousers you brand them  ?— Yes, we pu t our name on all the goods we 
m anufacture.

718. B y  the Hon. T . D . W anliss.— T h a t can be taken  off by the owner ?— Yes, the owner of the 
trousers can take  it off if he likes, bu t no one seems to w ant to  take it  off a t all. In  clause 58 it is provided 
th a t European labour should be stamped, and Chinese labour should be stamped. T hen  in sub-section 5 it 
says— “ European labour and partly  by the labour of persons other th an  Chinese,” to whom does th a t refer ? 
I t  is also provided in clause 58, sub-section 1, th a t one stam p shall be used “ partly  prepared by, In  
section 3 there is another stam p provided, and a th ird  stam p is also provided in clause 57. There is no 
provision for such a case as a w orkm an who m ight pu t a w rong stam p on by carelessness or negligence. 
A  m an actually  m ight pu t a w rong stam p on and then  he could get you imprisoned for taking it off,

719. B y  the Hon. the Chai/rma/n.— T he P rincipal A c t provides th a t a ll you have to do is to prove 
ignorance ?— W ould it  not be w ell to say— “ who removes or erases or tries to erase after it  has left the 
factory.” T h a t w ould allow  all due corrections to be made.

720. B y  the H on. F. S . Grimwade.— If  I  bought a chair from you th a t would not allow me to take 
the m ark off ; surely I  can do w hat I  like w ith  it  after I  have bought it ?— N ot according to this section; 
it  renders you liable to im prisonm ent.

721. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.— Sub-section (a ) of clause 59 says— “ E very  person who wholly or 
partly  m anufactures or prepares furniture of w hich wood forms a part and who fails or omits to cause such 
furniture to bo stam ped as in this A c t provided ”— does not th a t refer to persons w'ho prepare furniture 
for sale?— I t  seems to me th a t each of these sections stands alone. Section (d) says— “ who falsely stamps 
any such furn iture .” I  would uhderstand th a t any one who falsely stam ps would be liable.

722. T ake (/*)— “ who rem oves or erases from or a lters or adds to or a ttem pts to remove or erase from 
or alter or add to any stam p on any fu rn itu re ,” w hen th a t furniture is sold and goes into a private person s 
house he can do w hat he likes w ith it. I  th ink  th a t was discussed in Parliam ent and I  fancy one or two 
instances were given w here furn iture m ight be sold to a private individual who would remove the stamps 
and then  send i t  back again for re-sale. I t  was in tended the stam p should remain on as long as th e  furnD 
ture held together— ——



723. B y  the H on. F . S . Grimwade.^— W ould not a clause m aking it  apply to dealers in furniture 
meet the  case ?— Suppose a certain person furnished a house very nicely with Chinese stu ff; he removed all 
the  m arks and after a while he had a sale because he was going to Europe— he would not say it was 
om nese furniture, there would be nothing to show w hat it  was, and it  m ight be sold as E nglish furniture.

r y  the H o n ' J - W allace .— W hy should he not sell it to the best advantage ?— I t  would be
Chinese furniture.

725. B y  the H on. N . Thornley.— Suppose your chair was damaged and wanted re-seating, how 
would you manage about the branding ; i t  would necessitate its being done a t your shop to have it 
branded ? --A s  a rule we do not brand the  seat. v

• x- i .  i j 26’- a  chest of drawers, suppose a chest is broken and requires a new board ; th a t w ill neces
sitate its coming back to your shop to be repaired?— I  do not see how you could ge t over it unless you 
established some sort of medium for keeping those broken legs.

x* t 2J i Cuth^ ert— H ow  do you propose the Committee should deal w ith clause ( f )  of
section 59 .- The only difficulty is th a t question w hich was raised of th e  furniture being taken to a private 
house and the m arks erased.

1?Q* "5^ H ° n ' ^  Thornley.— Does not a person become a dealer when he does th a t ?— Yes.
729. B y  the Hon. F . S . Grimwade.— W ould it answer anyone’s purpose to do th a t ?—I  am told it has 

been done I  cannot say— I  have no actual knowledge of the case.
730. B y  the H on. J . A . Wallace.— Y ou would like to block the Chinese as much as you can?— W e 

w ant to  beat them  in  a fair w ay ; we do not w ant anything else.
The witness withdrew.

H enry  A . H arwood examined.
731. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— W hat are you ?— A  journeym an cabinetm aker, &c. W e th ink th a t 

if the Legislative Council can see its w ay to pass this B ill substantially in its  present form it w ill confer a 
very g rea t benefit upon those who w ork in factories* There are redundancies and some amplification of 
expression in the B ill w hich m ight be toned down, but the principles contained in  the B ill the  workers 
generally in factories th in k  would confer a  great benefit on them, w ithout doing any harm  to the factory- 
owner.

732. W hat about those who do not work in factories ?-—Those who do not w ork in  factories are 
com peting in m ost cases unfairly  w ith  those who do, because they  work under no regulations such as are 
Observed in factory w ork, consequently they can work any length  o f time they choose, and under any 
conditions w hich it  may suit them  to  do. Those who w ork in factories are subject to some ex ten t to certain 
rules as to time, conditions of w orking, and so on.

733; Of whom do you complain chiefly?— W e complain,as far as furniture makers are concerned, of the  
Chinese principally.- I t  is the Chinese influence th a t is the g reat factor th a t has brought our trade down to 
such a low level a t the  present time, bu t in  addition to th a t there have been some men, not a great number, 
m ostly foreigners, who w ork in the ir own houses in the  different suburbs. T hey  get suites of furniture to 
m ake from the big selling houses in M elbourne—they  get the  m aterial and work it up in the ir own homes. 
T hey  are mostly G-ermans and follow out the  G erm an practice ; they  Seem to  like to work long hours. I t  
is nothing for them  to w ork fourteen hours a day, because th a t is the condition of th ings in places where 
they  come from.

734. A re there no Englishm en who do it  ?— There are some, bu t generally they will prefer to work 
ill a factory under proper conditions, because the ir earn ings w ill be better. There is less loss of time ; a 
man w orking in his own home has to lose tim e in getting  m aterial every tim e he wants tim ber or brass- 
w ork. T hen he has to deliver the article w hen made, and all th a t has to come off the price of the work, 
consequently his earnings are less as a rule than  the earnings of those who work in factories.

735. B y  the H on. J . A . W allace.— Do not you th ink  the introduction of m achinery has had  some 
effect in reducing the price of furniture ?— U ndoubtedly.

736. H as not th a t as much to do w ith  i t  as the Chinamen ?— T h at should not affect the price th a t a 
man should get for his labour per day.

737. W hen a machine can tu rn  out 1,000 legs a day, i t  m ust reduce the price of fu rn iture?— No 
doubt, bu t surely the man who produces th a t 1,000 legs is entitled to a proper wage. W hen I  was a lad, 
wages Were m uch the same a§ they  were before the depression came here, but the work th a t they  used to 
tu rn  out a t th a t time used to take about three times as long to do as it would now. W here m achinery is 
largely  Used, labour, as far as hand-w ork goes, is very much reduced in quantity.

738* B y  the Hon. the Chawmam.-^-l'S, the  num ber of men employed reduced ?—Necessarily. W hen 
the deffiand is equal, and you introduce labour-saving machines w hich w ill do an immense amount of work, 
it  displaces to some ex ten t the demand for labour.

739; On the  other hand, is it not supposed th a t the machine cheapens the article, and to th a t ex ten t 
increases the consumption ?— T h at m ight be taken for granted ; it  necessarily would do so—th a t is the 
rule in every industry.

740. B y  the H on . J . A . W allace.— I t  increases the  purchasing power of the people ?— Yes, where, 
6 f course, the people have the means to purchase. T h a t is the point we are contending for, and we hope 
th a t under th is B ill we w ill have the means of purchasing, which at present are very slight. ^

741. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— Your loss in the rate of wages is somebody else's ga in?— One 
person may gain ; but the  whole Community loses.

742. I f  your Wages are £1 a week less, and a cheSt of drawers Costs £1  less, th a t man who purchases 
the draw ers has got £1 more to spend ?— Y es, ju s t for th a t time ; but th a t man has a  house th a t perhaps 
he w ants to le t— he w ants me to occupy it, and I  cannot pay him a fair ren tal for it, because he would not 
pay me a fa ir rate for m aking the article th a t he w anted ; the consequence is th a t a t the present time the 
Whole community is suffering in th is way.

743. B y  the H on. J . A . W allace.— Y ou sym pathize w ith  the landlord ?— Yes, it is anything but 
good for us th a t rents should be so low ; cheapness is not a gain to the community when it is bought a t 
th e  expense and the suffering and privation of the mass of the  people producing the articles. You can get 
cheapness a t too great a price, and th a t is precisely the  condition we are in now*



744. B y  the Hon. the Chawman.— Y our more immediate competitors are the Chinese ?— Y es.
- 745. H ow  do you desire to meet th a t difficulty ?— We think the Chinese should be made to conform 

to the customs th a t the  Europeans observe.
/46. G ranted  th a t, you are contented to m eet them  on even term s?— W e believe we can compete 

w ith  them  and hold our own.
747. B y  the H on. T . D. W anliss.— You mean regulations, not custom s?— I t  is our custom to work 

eigh t hours a day.
748. T h a t is a regulation ; you do not w an t a Chinese to give up his own national custom s?— No, 

he can live as he chooses, providing he does not use his workshop as a dwelling place, seeing th a t 
Europeans do not.

749. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— A nd th a t he does not work longer than  Europeans, according to 
the custom of the  country ?— Yes.

750. B y  the H on. S . A u stin .— Y our desire is th a t the Chinese should conform exactly  to the same 
regulations as the Europeans ?— E x ac tly . W e do not w ant any greater restrictions placed upon the 
Chinese than are placed upon ourselves.

T he witness w ithdrew .

A d jo u rn ed  to M onday next, a t F our o'clock.

M O N D A Y , 2 7 t h  J A N U A R Y , 1896 .

Members p re se n t:
T he Hon. L ieut.-C ol. S ir F . T . S a r g o o d , K .C .M .G ., in the  Chair ;

T he  H on. S. A ustin
H . C uthbert 
J .  M . P ra t t

T he  Hon. J .  A. W allace 
T . D. W anliss 
W . I . W inter-Irv ing .

H enry  A . H arw ood further examined.
751. B y  the H on. the Ghavrmcm.— W hen we adjourned we were dealing w ith the Chinese question ;

w hich clauses deal w ith  the restrictions th a t you referred to ?— Clause 3 is the first.
752. You do not w ant th a t clause to apply to Europeans but only to Chinese ?— W e w ant one 

person to form a factory in the furn iture trade, w hether European or Chinese, th a t is, wherever a cabinet
m aker is w orking th a t place should be considered a factory.

753. W hy do you w ant th a t ?— Sim ply because we w ant to cope w ith  sweating, and it is necessary 
to reduce the definition of a factory to reach sw eating, because a great part of the sw eating is done in small 
places in clothing, hoots, and furniture. I t  is not necessary th a t “ f a c to r y s h o u ld  be confined to places
where a small number work, bu t still sw eating is done where a small number work.

754. Is  sw eating done in factories ?— In  some cases, particularly  a t the present time.
755. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— In  all factories ?— I  would not say all factories, but there are 

factories in  M elbourne which really  sw eat their men.
756. N o t connected with the furniture trade alone?— Yes, simply furniture factories.
757. Y ou confine your evidence to furniture factories only ?— Yes.
758. B y  the H on. the Chawma/n.— In  w hat way is th a t sw eating carried out in the factories ?—By 

giving out w ork to men a t a very low price, so th a t they are not able to earn more than  20s. and 25s. a 
w eek by w orking hard .

759. B y giving out work to be done in the factory ?— Yes.
760. T h a t is piece-work ?— Yes.
761. Do factories in addition give out w ork to private parties to do in their private houses ?— I  am 

not aware th a t any of them  do tha t. W hat w ork is given out is given out by the sellers, tha t is, the 
dealers in  furniture.

762. In  w hat w ay do you propose to prevent those people getting  w ork done a t too low a rate ?— 
B y restric ting  the work in the way I  have mentioned, by insisting th a t the  place w here one cabinetmaker 
is w orking should constitute a factory, and also by the appointm ent of a Board to establish a minimum rate 
of wages.

763. H ow  should th a t B oard  be form ed ?— B y an equal number representing the workmen and the 
employers; the chairm an should be independent, if  it  be possible to get an independent chairman.

764. A ppointed by whom ?— In  the first place by the parties interested, but, if  they  fail to agree, 
we are quite agreeable for the G overnor iu Council to appoint the chairm an.

765. Y our idea is th a t th a t Board should so regulate piece-work th a t the average mechanic would 
he able to earn a living wage ?— Yes. My idea of the w orking of th a t Board would be th a t it  should meet, 
take evidence, and determ ine w hat should be the minimum rate th a t should be paid to a cabinetm aker at 
day w ork— it may be 8s. or 9s. a day, and any system  of prices for piece-work should be based upon that. 
T h a t is to say, an artic le  would be known as being capable of being produced in a certain time, therefore, 
according to day-rate work, the piece-w ork ra te  should be fixed. T h a t is the  practice th a t used to be 
adopted years ago in places I  have w orked in where piece-work was the rule.

766. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.— A t home or here ?— Here, in M elbourne. T he practice was, when 
any new design came in it  used to be given to men to carry out, and their time used to be paid for as day
w ork; th a t established the piece-w ork rate for th a t particular kind of work. There was no difficulty about 
it a t th a t time.

767. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— A ssum ing a price is fixed, do you anticipate it would be kept ?—  
I  th ink  so. T here  ought to be some provision made to compel people to observe th a t rate, or punish them 
for not doing so. T here  ought to be penalties imposed for the non-observance of any decision or award 
given by the  Board.

768. One witness sta ted  th a t although there was a ra te  fixed in  the boot trade it was constantly 
evaded both by the employers and the men; w hen a m an applied for w ork, the nominal wage being 45s., i t



Was understood between them  th a t a certain amount would be deducted at the end of the week—has such 
a  practice come under your notice ?—Yes, there is such an establishm ent run under tha t system ; it is a 
large establishm ent in Collingwootl in the furniture trade. They employ their men at fixed rates of wages 
— £2  and £2 5s. a week ; there are two classes of men there, and it is a very peculiar system. The men 
who get £2  5s. a week in several cases make the time for the articles ; they get the articles, and their 
time is taken as the standard. Those who get £2  a week have to tu rn  out the same amount of work in the 
time as the others, and the time is cut very closely indeed.

769. H ow  would you propose to compel the workmen to observe the decision as to prices ?—■ 
I  would impose the same penalties upon workmen for breach of the A ct or any regulation or finding of the 
B oard as I  would upon any m anufacturer.

770. Is  it not possible th a t while you may be able to fine a m anufacturer £10  it would be useless 
to fine a workman £10  ?— Yes, I  g rant that. T he two cases would be disproportionate ; where a manu
facturer could easily pay £10  it would be an impossibility for a workman to do so.

771. B y  the H on. J . A . W allace .— Money should make no difference in the fau lt?—No, except 
th a t the employer can afford to pay the fine, and his fault may cover tw enty men, but if  one workman 
commits a fau lt he would have to bear the same penalty. There are men who, in order to get work, will 
offer to work cheaper than  other people; th a t is how it is th a t wages have been reduced, one undercutting 
the other.

772. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an .— Do you th ink  it is possible to pu t an end to th a t? —I  do not see 
th a t it  is impossible ; I  certainly th ink  th a t it is w orth trying.

773. B y  the Hon. T . D . W anliss .— How would you do i t  ?— By accepting the finding of the Board 
as to the minimum rate to be paid for the work done.

774. W hat would you do w ith  those outside who cannot get work ?— They would be in the same 
position as they  are in now.

775. They w ish to participate at a reduced rate in the amount distributed for wages ?— If they took 
the work a t a reduced rate the consequence would be th a t all the  rest would be reduced ; th a t is how the 
wages have been forced down.

776. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace .— Supposing the wages are £2  5s. a week, w hat is to prevent a 
man giving 5s. back ?— N othing, if he is a rascal.

777. B y  the H on. the Chairman .— W hile you m ight probably punish one, supposing there are 50 
men who do tha t, have you any hope of dealing w ith a large body of men like th a t ?— I  regard th a t as an 
impossibility, because men for their own interests would not in a number like th a t agree to take work for 
less than  the accepted rate.

778. Y ou acknowledge th a t men do it  now for their own interest ?— They do it  because they are 
hard  pushed.

779. B y  the H on. T . D . W anliss.— You say those who are working ought to get good wages ; is 
th a t not very hard for those who are left out ?— If  there is only a certain amount of work to be done w hat 
benefit is it  to reduce the pay ? T here would be no more goods sold.

780. B y  the H on . J . A . W allace .— Could a man not use 2 yards of calico at 6d. a yard instead of 
1 yard a t Is.?— You do not buy furniture by the yard.

781. You could buy two stools instead of one—you reduce the purchasing power of the people by 
m aking the goods a t a good price ?— Certainly. On the other hand you reduce the purchasing power^ of 
the people when you decline to pay workmen a fair rate for m aking articles— th a t decreases the purchasing 
power of the people more directly than  the other.

782. B y  the H on. the Chairm an .— Assuming the Board had to fix a minimum price, or assuming on 
the other hand th a t the employers and the employes had disagreed, and gone to an umpire, and the umpire 
had fixed the price, how would you ac t supposing the employers refused to be bound by th a t decision ?
I  take it they  would come under the provisions of the A ct, and suffer the penalties. _ ,

783. Supposing on the other hand 200 of a man’s work-people refuse to abide by th a t decision, w hat 
do you propose to do in th a t case ?— W e discussed th a t side of the subject w ith the Chamber of Commerce 
a t one tim e ; it was pointed out at th a t time th a t the necessities of the work-people impelled them to woik.

784. There have been strikes lasting for many months ?— Y es, but a Board of this character would 
to a great ex ten t pu t an end to strikes in the  particular trades tha t it  affects.

785. T he same th ing has happened down in New  Zealand now, where the work-people refused to abide 
by the decision of a Board of Conciliation ?— I  deplore tha t, but there are the facts. Supposing you put a 
penalty  upon the workman for not accepting the award of the Board, I  take it t  a t wou se e e

^ ^ 7 8 6 .  B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— llo w  could you carry th a t out in the case of a number ?— You
could punish a num ber as well as one. „ _  , , _  p

787. B y  the H on. T . D. Wanliss.—  You could not imprison 100 men ?— You do not go
imprisonment ; th a t is for the  th ird  offence. . , , , ,

788. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— Supposing a workman has no goods upon which to’ W ,  a
does not pay the fine, how are you to enforce the decision of thn court . a is a n r mio-ht be
grant, buJ I  do not th ink  th a t there would be any practical difficulty m  the long ru n - th e re  m ight be

the Hon. the C U v r w m . - T o u  recollect a  case th a t happen c lrrfe "
M r. Service was called in as um pire and gave his d e c i s i o n — to th is day V a ecasi^ ^  arbitrators ;
out ?— Y es ; there was also a case in Flm ders-lane m which Captain Uurne y
we came to a finding, bu t the firm did not carry it out. , f 100

790. In  the  event o f this A ct coming into operation, the firm could be fin ,
men how could you enforce it ?— I  th ink  they could be forced in exactly the same waY  Wfmm , ,i

791. B y  the Hon. T .D .  B W ^ . - S  opposing they would not pay the f in e ? -W h a t would be the
niter native is a m atter for this Committee to consider. j. i mon

792. B y  the Hon. H . C u th b e r t.- ln  the case e l a  number a selection m ight be taken of certain men
w ho m ivht be called the leaders of the movement in resisting the decision, and those men t. b
m a t e d  in place of prosecuting the whole of the w o rk m e n ? - !  th ink tha t would be u n ju s t; from my
experience of workmen the leaders are simply the mouthpieces of the rest.



793. B y  the E o n . the Chairm an.— T hey are not necessarily the  first ringleaders ?— No they  are 
very  often the other w ay. * ’ J

794. 1  oui view is th a t, first, there should be a Board elected by both sides, the chairman to be 
appointed by both sides, failing that, by the Governor in C ouncil; th a t the Board should fix the rates of 
pay so as to ensure a reasonable w age ; and if either side fails to abide by the Board’s decision they should 
be punished according to the A c t? — Y es. I t  is assumed there will be disagreem ents, bu t we m ust not 
forget you cannot compel employers to employ men if the ra te  of wages fixed by the Board does not suit 
them , nor can you compel men to w ork a t the rate of wages given. T he only th ing  is th a t if men do work 
they m ust accept the ra te  of wages fixed.

795. W ere you present w hen M r. M acLellan was being exam ined ?— P a r t  of the  time.
796. H e pointed out the difficulty th a t the  Board w ould be in if  a firm introduced new machinery, 

w hich the members of th a t Board had not got, and, therefore, it would be to their in terest not to reduce 
the price ?— I  thiuk th a t is simply moonshine. T h a t shows the necessity or the importance of some words 
in  one of the clauses about the mode and. m anner— any Board considering the question of wages would 
have to consider the mode and m anner in w hich the work was produced before they  could really come to a 
conclusion as to the value of a m an’s work.

797. A ssum ing there  are four m anufacturers on the Board, and a case comes before them of another 
m anufacturer who has im ported some m achinery w hich w ill tu rn  out certain  articles a t a less rate, will not 
the Board be strongly influenced by their own pocket not to introduce th a t ra te  ?— T hey m ight be, bu t I  
have more fa ith  in hum an nature than  that. I  th ink  th a t is pu tting  the m atter in a m ost extrem e light.

798. On the o ther hand, i f  the price w ere not reduced there  would be no advantage in employing 
m achinery ?— W here one firm employs very little  machinery, others employ a great deal. I f  the  wages be 
fixed a t so m uch per day as the minimum rate, it is easily determined for each establishm ent w hat should 
he the piece-work rate. T he piece-work ra te  should be based upon the minimum rate  per day— w hat a 
man can do in a given day.

799. T h ere  was evidence th a t a man could tu rn  out 50 table legs a day by manual labour, while 
another man by means of m achinery could tu rn  out 1,000 legs, the man who could turn out 1,000 being 
paid larger w ages than  the other— how would you m anage in a case like t h a t ; the m anufacturers who 
had not the m achinery w ould fix the  wages to suit the hand labour, and th a t would kill the machinery, the 
object of the m achinery being to reduce the cost of the m anufactured article ?— I  can see no difficulty 
about th a t. I f  the Board determine the  w ages should be so m uch per day for a workman, any advantage
a m anufacturer would have by the  em ploym ent of m achinery would be to his benefit, bu t the man pro
ducing the articles under those conditions should be paid the ra te  fixed by the Board, while in the hand- 
w orking shops the men should be paid a similar ra te  per day.

800. W e are speaking of piece-w ork now ?— I t  could be determined easily.
801. B y  the H on. J . A . W allace.— I f  a man gets 10s. for 50 legs, he should get the same for

m aking the 1,000 ?— Yes, if he m akes them  in  the same time w ith  the employment of machinery. I t  will 
do aw ay w ith  piece-work. I  know  an establishm ent in Sydney w here they  use a great deal of m achinery— 
A nthony H ordern’s— but the men w ork on the piece-work system. There is no difficulty there ; the prices 
are fixed in the shop, and the men have worked very com fortably under that.

802. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— You th ink  the Board should also have the fixing of the hours of 
labour ?— Yes. I  th ink  it is unnecessary to have two Boards, one to fix prices, and the other the hours 
of labour.

803. A re not the  hours now practically eight hours ?—Yes, bu t we w ant it  fixed absolutely.
804. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.— W h at advantage w ould th a t be to you, as the Custom of the trade 

is th a t you do not work more than  eight hours ?— Because we never know When the necessities of the men 
may not be taken  advantage of, and the hours of w orking be lengthened. W e never know when a demand 
may not be made to work nine hours a day instead of eight.

805. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— Assum ing the  necessities of the  men become so urgent as that, 
would not any legal action be sw ept aside ?— I t  ought not to be. W hat is the use of legislation unless it is 
to protect the w eak? You m ight as w ell lapse into barbarism  a t once if you allow things to d rift in th a t 
way. I  take it th a t the intention of all these A cts is to protect the w eak and rectify wrong.

806. Suppose the B oard decided th a t six  hours was sufficient ?— I  do not th ink  th a t is at all 
probable. I  hope th a t a t some tim e it w ill come, bu t a t p resent we are only too glad to get work a t eight 
hours a day.

807. B u t are there not some cases w here they are no t w orking eigh t hours ?— I  am not aware. In  
the building trade they  w ork 44 hours a week. T h a t was brought about by a concession on the part of 
the m en; they  take less wages.

808. B y  the H on. W . I .  W in ter-Irv ing .— Suppose they had six  hours a day, w hat would the trade 
do for the  o ther eighteen hours— would they interfere w ith  the trades of other people ?— I  do not th ink  so.

809. W hat would they  do ?— T hey would probably take the ir ease.
810. I s  th a t advisable?— T h a t is a question th a t opens up the question of What is the end of 

hum anity, is it  to w ork or to live ?
811. Y ou said you would be favourable to six hours’ work per day— w hat would you do w ith the 

people who w ould have eighteen hours to spare ?— T hey would probably have more time to look after 
their families.

812. B y  the H on. J . A . Wallace.— Some people could do ten  hours’ work as easily as others could 
do five ?— Y es, I  have know n some strong men do t h a t ; and I  have known strong men break down under 
it. I  have know n instances where strong men have become paralysed under it.

813. U nder eigh t hours ?— No, not w ith  eight hours’ work, bu t under long hours.
814. B y  the H on. I I .  Cuthbert.— You would like to see the hours reduced to six ?— Yes, I  would.
815. W ould you like to see it go still low er?— T h a t a ll depends upon the circumstances of the 

community.
816. I f  the community could do w ith  four hours’ labour you would be satisfied?—Yes, and the 

community would be the happier for i t ; bu t in th a t case every man would have to do his share of the 
Work*

817. You do not think eight hours a day is oppressive for a man to work ?—* No.



818. I t  is a fair proportion of the 24 hours ?— Yes, I  consider it a fair time for working.
819. You would not be an advocate for changing it ?— N ot under the present conditions ; you would 

have to bring about a state of socialism to do tha t,
820. B y  the H on. S. A ustin .— You w ant the power under the Bill to reduce the hour's to six, if

n ecessa ry j— Yes, but that is not contemplated at all. W e look upon eight hours as the recognised time
to r work for tradesm en ; we do not seek for any more or any less.

. 821 • %  th* Hon. the Chairman. H ave you anything to say about apprentices or improvers ; does
th a t affect your trade ?— N ot a t p re se n t; there is so little  inducem ent for parents to send their boys to our 
trctu.6.

822. I f  trade improved, are you in favour of apprentices ?— Yes, when times are good ; we have 
known snops filled w ith  boys. In  B allarat there was one man as foreman, and there were about 30 boys

' Working. J
823. B y  the Hon. II . Cuthbert.— W ere those apprentices ?— Yes.

 ̂ 824. B y  the H on. the Chairman .— W as the w ork turned out any cheaper ?— Yes, it was cheaner
but it was terrib ly  hasty. ^ ’

825. B y  the H on. T . D. W anliss.— I t  was not a Chinese shop?—No.
qov' other offenders against the trade beside the Chinese ?— Yes, th a t was a case in point.

B y  H o n . the Chairman.—  The furniture was made at those low prices because of the 
demand for those low-priced articles ?— T hat and the desire to cut under the regular furniture sellers. 
I h a t  is generally the ruling principle, not to meet any demand, but to offer things at a lower price, so th a t 
they m ight get the  trade out of the hands of the others. W e think any decision th a t may be come to 
should not only apply to certain districts which are specified or indicated in the Bill, but should apply to 
the whole of Victoria.

828. In  Other words, the Board should be for the whole of V ictoria ?—Yes.
829. H ow  Would they be able to work, suppose a dispute occurred in Beechworth, would you 

have the Board go up there ?— I  do ilot think it Would be necessary for the Board to go there. I t  
Would be possible td  decide the point in Melbourne— Melbourne rates rule the country as a rule.

830. B y the Hon. T .D .  W anliss .—Would the Melbourne Board have control of the Bendigo and 
B allarat trade ?—YeS.

831. W ould the B alla ra t and Bendigo people agree to th a t? — I do not think they Would Suffer 
much. I t  would be simply placing the whole of the traders Upon one footing, and would put a stop to this 
constant attem pt to undersell one another. I f  all the m anufacturers had to pay the same price for labour 
they would be on the same footing • if a firm could im port machinery to aid their work they would gain 
the advantage.

832. B y  the Hon. J . M . P ra tt.— Im porting the m achinery would mean employing less labour ?— 
Yes ; bu t the men employed would get the proper rate of pay for the work they did.

833. B y  the H on. T . D . W anliss .— Would not the tendency of th a t be to Concentrate all the trade 
in M elbourne ?— N ot necessarily.

834. A re not wages much higher in London than in the provincial cities ?—I  believe they are.
835. W hy Should it not be so here ; is it not the natural tendency for wages to be higher in the 

metropolis than  in the country ?— Yes, I  believe so. I t  is a broad question of justice between man and man.
836. Y ou are going against the nature of th in g s?— No. I  say if an article is w orth making in 

‘Melbourne at £ 2 , it  should not be w orth less in Bendigo or Ballarat.
837. B y  the H on. the Chairm an .— E ven though the cost of living is less ?■—I f  the cost of living is 

very much less it  would make a difference ; but, as a m atter of fact, that is not so.
838. You do not th ink  there is much difference in the cost of living between Melbourne and 

B allara t ?— No, I  do not. H ouse rent m ight be a little  less, though at the present time I  dare say the 
house rents about Melbourne are lower than they  are in the  country.

839. B y  the H on. T . D . W anliss .— T hat is exceptional ?—-Yes, no doubt.
840. T he cost o f getting  to work m ust be greater. I f  you have a house near the centre of the city, 

where the work is being carried on, the ren t will not be so cheap as away out in the suburbs, therefore the 
expense of getting  into the Work m ust take something from the wages ?— T ake my own case. I  am 
w orking in M elbourne. I t  costs me at least Is. 6d. a week for travelling to and fro ; th a t has to be added 
to the rent.

841. T he workmen in B allarat are freed from t h a t ; are not the employers entitled to make such a 
deduction as t h a t ; they  have to pay for the  m aterial up and down, and if they w ant to export they are 
pu t to more expense. I f  you do not give them  some advantage in the way of wages you concentrate all 
the  export trade in  M elbourne ?— T h at means th a t the poor workman is to be made the victim for every
th ing ; he has to carry  the load.

842. B y  the H an. J . A . W'dUade.—If  a piece of wood is Carried to Bendigo or Ballarat, the carriage 
of th a t Wood m ust be taken off before you can equalize the cost of the article when it  is m anufactured; 
therefore the  w ages ought to be a little  less to make up for the cost of the carriage ?— T hat shows the 
importance of having a Board.

843. Suppose there is a factory w ith five or six hands in Beechworth, you could not have a Board 
there for those five or six  hands ?-—Surely there would be more than five or Six hands in an important town 
like Beechworth.

844. Supposing there are not ?— T hat shows you must depend Upon the Board in Melbourne.
845. B y  the H on. T . D. W anliss.— Then the Board would be unfair to the country interests .

I  do not th ink  so. I  have Sat upon a good many labour Boards, and I  have found invariably tha t they look 
all round the subject.

846. B y  the H on. S . A ustin .-^T ) 6 you think any one Board could be formed that would be competent 
to deal w ith all the trades?— No, each trade m ust have its own Board.

847. B y  the Hon. the Chai/rma/n.— How are the members to be paid ?— T hat is a question we have 
not raised. I  presume the operatives would be paid by their own people, and the manufacturers by their
Own people. _

848. B y  the H on. W . I .  W inter-Irtfing.-^—Hsb'VB you thought of the position Of the country
districts'?^ Yes.



849. Do you th ink  they w ould come out equal to the  m etropolitan district ?— P re tty  nearly.
850. H ave you really  though t of the  position of the furniture m akers in Beudigo and B allarat ?—

Yes, I  have though t about it.
851. H ave you come to any concensus of opin ion?—W e have never considered it in th a t light, but 

we have alw ays regarded it  as w rong and unfair th a t the  people in th e  country should be offered less wages 
than  they  are in M elbourne ; th a t is so, I  know.

852. B y  the H on . J . M . P ra tt.— I f  you have one central Board you have one central price ; if you 
have local Boards a t B eechw orth, B allarat, and Bendigo, those Boards may fix the price for their own 
districts, but they  may so fix it th a t they  can undersell the other d istricts ?— Y es.

853. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.— I  suppose th a t danger w ould be very remote indeed ?— Very
remote.

854. T h a t is of the men of B allarat and Bendigo com peting w ith  men in M elbourne ; you have not 
know n cases of the kind ?— No, I  do not th ink  it is likely in rem ote d istric ts like that.

855. In  clause 16 there is a m arginal note say ing— “ Clothing not to be made up outside registered 
factory or work-room  except by holders of perm it,”  w hat is your view as to the perm it system ; do you 
th ink  the system as provided for under sub-section 2 of clause 16 will work well in the interests of people 
generally employed in the m anufacture of clothing ?—Y es, m ost certainly I  do, some such provision is 
absolutely necessary.

856. W hat are your reasons for supporting th a t clause ?— Because it is asserted very widely, though
I  have no know ledge of it  myself, th a t people who have no necessity to work for factories take work.

857. B y  the H on. the Chawm an.— There is no perm it in your trade ?— No.
858. B y  the H on. I I .  C uthbert.— Y ou have carefully considered th is B ill ?— Y es.
859. Y ou have discussed it w ith members of other trades ?— Y es.
860. Is  the general feeling throughout' the  different trades th a t the system  of providing th a t the 

work shall be done in factories, except in  certain  instances where perm its are given, is a good one ?— Yes ; 
the first idea was th a t there should be no w ork allowed to be done outside factories, but, in order to prevent 
cases of hardship, they  gave way and accepted th e  idea of perm its being given to people who could not 
w ork in  factories.

861. B y  the H on. T . D . W anliss.— Can you name any country w here th is is carried out ?— No, but 
we are a progressive community.

862. B y  the Hon. I I .  Cuthbert.— A s to clause 18, several of the w itnesses we have examined say 
th a t no Board th a t can be appointed under th is A ct is eligible to fix prices for work for all trades ; do you 
believe th a t th a t Board w ill be com petent to fix a fair ra te  of wages ?— Y es, I  believe so, because they will be 
people who will be intim ately acquainted w ith  the circum stances of a particular trade and have an intimate 
know ledge of the classes of w ork, therefore they should be competent to form a ju s t conclusion.

863. Good all round men will be chosen to represent the  particu lar tradesm en, men who have a 
varied and general know ledge of the m anufacture produced by a particu lar trade ?— Y es, I  take i t  the 
trade will appoint the  most experienced men ; I  am quite sure th a t w ill be the case in my trade.

864. I t  says— “ In  fixing such low est price or ra te  the special Board shall take into consideration the 
nature, kind, and class of the w ork and the  mode and manner in w hich the w ork is to be done several 
witnesses have taken exception to the w ords— “ and the mode and manner in which the w ork is to be done, 
how do you construe th a t phrase ?— T h a t is simply a m atter of the common sense of the Board ; if  they had 
any common sense a t all and were not lunatics or fools they  would do th is very  th ing w hether it was 
prescribed or not. T hey  would have to do so.

865. W hether it was for goods ordered or for slops ?— J u s t  so.
866. A nd they  w ould fix the prices accordingly ?—J u s t  so; they  m ust do so. I f  we had a table of 

this character to m ake— [poin ting  to the same~\— and a common k itchen table, the  mode and manner of 
m aking this one would have to be considered in estim ating the price, w hether you prescribed it  or not.

867. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— Supposing th a t in one week there  is an  appeal to fix the price of 
such an article by a m anufacturer who has no m achinery a t all, and nex t week another m anufacturer who 
has large m achinery applies to have the price fixed, how  w ould you fix the price for th a t ? You would 
determine the  minimum rate  to be paid for a m an’s w ages per day ; th a t w ould determine the  price to be 
paid for th a t article.

868. In  the first instance, the price has to be fixed for hand labour; assum ing a m an can make one 
of these tables in a week, and the price is fixed at 45s.; n ex t week a m an who has got m achinery says—  
“ I  can make two tables per week,” w h at would you do?— T he man who was attending to the new 
m achinery would be paid the usual ra te  of wages per week, .

869. Y ou have to fix the  price of the article ?— No, the selling price has nothing to do w ith i t ; it 
is simply the  rate a man shall be paid for doing a certain am ount of work.

870. B y  the Hon. I I . Cuthbert.— One Aveek will see the price fixed a t 45s., bu t nex t week, w ith the 
aid of new m achinery supplied by his employer, the m an can tu rn  out tw o tab les—he would also expect to 
be paid 45s.?— Yes. You have alw ays to allow  for machine w ork; it very soon adjusts itself.

871. B y  the H on. J . A . W allace.— Do you th ink  any old people would bo engaged who could not 
do a th ird  of the w ork a young man could do?— Yes. I f  you fix a minimum rate  and an employer thinks 
a man is too old to tu rn  out a fair quan tity  of w ork under th a t ra te  he can give him piece-Avork, but le t 
the work be computed under the  minimum rate, and let him  do his best.

872. B y  the H on. the Chavrma/n.— Is it a minimum rate for an able-bodied man or an old man . —  
T ake the average workman.

873. B y  the H on. W . I .  W in ter-Irv in g .— T ake a man of middle age and a man of 80 ? I  have 
known some of the old men do more w ork th an  a young man.

874. B y  the H on. J . A . W allace.— Y ou knoAv th a t m any men object to  w ork on piece-work ?—
Yes.

875. Y ou would give an old man piece-work ?— Yes.
876. T h a t Avould be entirely against the rules of the societies, because they  object to contract 

work ?— N ot necessarily, because there are cases th a t m ust be m et, and th a t would be one of the cases they 
mention. I n  other cases they grade the  m en ; such and such a man is first class, and others are not 
capable of doing a fair am ount of w ork in a given tim e, therefore they should not be paid so much.



877. W ho has the power of doing this ?—-The m en ; but the Board would have the power of doing

_ 878. B y  the H on. II . Cuthbert.— W ould it not be an invidious distinction to say one man should
receive 9s. and another 7s. a day ?—No, th a t is done now.

879. B y  the lio n . J . A . W allace.— T h at is not done in the mines ?—Possibly not. 
c A -?y p ie H °n- H. Cuthbert.— Mr. M acLellan, in his evidence, refers to how the Board should be 
formed. T his is w hat he says— ‘‘ H ow  would you form the Board if Parliam ent decided it  should be 
formed . W e started our furniture factory w ith 150 hands in the first instance; about 75 of those hands were 
employed in making high-class fu rn itu re ; but after the collapse of the ‘ boom ’ the demand for that high-class 
fuiniture entirely ceased. Mr. G-ibson then saw the Trades H all people, Mr. Harwood and Mr. Farlow  
and put the m atter before them. H e said—‘ W e cannot continue to make this expensive furniture • there’ 
is no demand for it. A re you agreeable to allow your men to take a lower wage, and we will try  and 
employ them  on cheap furniture ? I f  you cannot allow them to do so we must discharge some of the men.’ 
The m atter was discussed, and finally the Trades H all said they would sooner have the men discharged 
than  have any reduction in the wages. W e were then giving 45s. as the average wage, which is 5s more 
than  we give now. W e discharged the 75 hands, and we continued the balance at the same wa<resas they 
had been paid before. Is  th a t a fact ? To some extent that is true. You m ust remember tha t at tha t 
particular period the wage almost generally paid in Melbourne was 9s. a day, or piece-work prices based 
upon th a t rate. M essrs. Foy and G-ibson wanted to introduce cheap lines, and they thought tha t i f  they 
could get the men to work at a lower ra te  they would be able to introduce those lines, but we saw if they 
took a lower rate the  consequence would be th a t the whole of the rates throughout Melbourne would come 
down also, therefore the men were recommended not to accept the reduction— the result was a certain 
number were discharged.

881. W as not it a p ity  th a t those unfortunate men were thrown on their own resources ? Those
men at th a t time got work p retty  soon.

882. On their own account ?— No, in other establishments. There were not so many cabinetmakers 
as M r. M acLellan says, by a long way.

883. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— There m ight be other branches of the trade connected w ith them ? 
— Possibly.

884. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.—H is evidence goes on :— “ B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.—If  they had 
taken  £ 2  in place of £ 2  5s. you would have kept the whole of the men employed at th a t rate ?— We would 
have tried to ; we promised to try the best we could. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— W hat reduction did you 
m ake in the wages of the 75 men th a t remained ?— None w hatever until the banks stopped, then we reduced 
them 5s. a week, that gives them  £2  a week. Some are 35s. some 45s. but the average is slightly over 
£ 2 .” On the whole your opinion is th a t it  would be advisable to retain in this Bill the constitution of a 
Board for each trade so as to fix the rate of w ages?—Yes.

885. B y  the H o n . T. D . W anliss.— In  Melbourne ?— Yes.
886. B y  the H on. II . Cuthbert.— You have no desire to see the hours of labour diminished below 

the established custom of each trade a t the present time ?— No, but we should resist their being increased 
to the best of our ability in all probability. A s to section 22, I  believe tha t was inserted w ith the view of 
applying it to the Chinese workshops. W e thought, if it were not accepted generally, it m ight be accepted 
if it were applied to places used in m anufacturing furniture.

887. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W hy do you w ant it  to apply to Chinese?—Because they use 
th e ir factories as dwelling places.

888. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.— Should it not be made general?— We are quite willing to have 
i t  g en e ra l; but if the Committee is not agreeable to accepting this clause as it reads, we ask th a t it m ight 
apply to the furniture trade.

889. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Clause 27 gives the hours of w orking where Chinese are employed 
 will you explain th a t ?— T he reason th is was pu t in the Bill was because for years past the Chinese have .
been in the habit of w orking from early in the morning until twelve o’clock at n ight and one or two the 
nex t morning. '

, 890. The same men w orking righ t through ?— As far as we know it is the same men—it is the men 
occupying the factories. The work is going on all the time, and as the people dwell in the factories we 
presume they are the same individuals.

891. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.— W hy not make it a general th ing for Europeans and Chinese ?— 
W e are quite agreeable to tha t. T he hours th a t are indicated here are the hours th a t we usually observe, 
and are the hours th a t I  am w orking at the present time.

892. B y  the Hon. T . D. Wanliss.— One great argument in favour of the eight hours is th a t as much 
work is done in the  eight hours as in ten ; apply th a t to the Chinese, if they work twelve hours or fourteen 
hours, does not it follow, reasoning from that, th a t the work they  will do, extending over that time, will 
not amount to more than an Englishm an will do in eight hours ?—Probably n o t ; but because they work 
those inordinately long hours they are able to turn out more, and in addition, too, they work on Sundays.

893. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace. —  The Jew s do the sam e?— B ut they do not work on 
Saturdays.

894. B y  the Hon. T. H . W anliss.— Though a Chinaman may work fourteen or sixteen hours a day 
he does not do more than  an English or Scotch workman will do in eight hours ?—Probably not.

895. B y  the Hon. the Chairman. —  Sub-clause 3 says—“ In  any prosecution for an offence against 
this section evidence— (a) th a t a t any time during which work is prohibited by this section in any factory 
or work-room sounds have been heard such as would ordinarily be heard if made by persons engaged in 
such factory or work-room in the usual work therein carried on ; and (6) that during such time any member 
of the police force or inspector was refused or could not gain immediate admission to such factory or w ork
room— shall be prim a  fa c ie  proof tha t the provisions of this section have been contravened by the defend
ant ” ?— On many occasions our people have gone round, and other people have passed the Chinese places 
on Sundays as they were going to church, and as they have passed along the street they have heard signs 
o f work being carried on, such as sawing, planing, and hammering. You may take it for granted when you 
hear those sounds th a t they proceed from some cause, and th a t cause is work. T hat is the reason for tha t 
clause being put in. They barricade the windows very often so th a t you cannot see into the place, and



the door is closed. W e regard th a t clause as essential to any benefit th a t w hite people are to receive under 
this Bill. Chinese should be made to conform to the usual customs of the society in which they are living,
they are not asked to come here, and therefore they should conform to our customs.

896. B y  the Hon. T . D . W a n liss .— W ould you consider it  unreasonable if the Chinese Govern
ment said th a t all the B ritish  residents in China should conform to the Chinese customs ?— No, I  th ink not.
I f  the Chinese G overnm ent invited us to go there i t  would be a different m atter.

897. B y  the Hon-, the Chairman.-^-W ould it not be sufficient if  clause 27, instead of applying to 
Chinese, applied to a ll persons ?— Yes.

898. Is  there any reason w hy, i f  those sounds are heard in your house, and you refuse the police 
admission, it should not be taken as p rim a  fa c ie  evidence tha t you are breaking the law ?— No.

899. Y ou do no t w ant any special privilege over w hat the Chinese have, or vice versa. 1— No,
900. Therefore th is m ight apply to you ju s t as well as to the Chinese ?— Yes, to all furniture 

m anufacturers.
901. B y  the H on. J . A . W allace.— W ould you not allow a coffin to be made on a Sunday ?— I  do 

not th ink any officer would object to th a t being done in the ho t weather. T he nex t point is the clauses 
relating  to stam ping— Nos. 57, 58, and 59. Clause 57 simply imports a clause th a t was proposed in the 
present A ct, th a t all furniture should be stamped. T he late D r. H earn  drafted a clause to th a t effect, but 
owing to a disagreem ent between the two Houses th a t clause was knocked out of shape and rendered 
useless. T he Legislative Council passed the clause m uch in the  form in w hich it is here, but the Assembly 
would not have i t—it is in a skeleton form now.

902. W hat was the intention in m aking it compulsory ?—-So th a t there should be no fraud ; people 
should be compelled to pu t their name on to goods so th a t the purchasers m ight know whose goods they 
were buying.

903. Is  th a t a custom ary th ing  in E ngland  or any other country ; I  have known people brand their 
furniture to show it was good furniture, but I  never knew it to be compulsory ?— I t  should be. I t  used 
to  be under the old guild system, the remains of which you have now in the G oldsm iths' H all brand. T he 
reason we ask for th is is th a t we have found for years th a t m ost of the furniture sellers, who are not 
m anufacturers a t all, put forward the Chinese-made stuff to the ir customers, offering it in many instances 
as having been made by Europeans. T here  are a g rea t m any people in th is country who have a great 
objection to Chinese-made articles.

904. B y  the H on. J . M. P ra tt.— W ill not a difference of 2s. 6d. rule the m arket?— In  many cases# 
yes ; in others not. In  some cases they send back furniture w hen they  find it is Chinese made.

905. B y  the H on. W. I .  W inter-Iroing.— You ask people to brand the furniture and depreciate its 
value 50 per cent, because you say you will not buy the Chinese furniture ?— W e do not depreciate the 
value of the furniture. W e say people have a rig h t to know who makes the furniture.

906. T he best houses in London sell the commonest furniture, such as M aple and Gillow ?— GilloW 
will not sell common furniture.

907. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— Y our object is th a t a buyer should know w h a t make of furniture 
he is buying ?— Yes.

908. Suppose the Chinese take a Scotch name, how would you ge t over th a t? — T hen clause 58 will 
get him ; it says th a t the stamp shall set forth the m anufacturer's true name. _

909. T he m anufacturer’s name would be the Scotch name w hich they  have adopted ? Such things 
have been done. A s to clause 58, it  is possible tha t people may be carrying on a business under an old 
trade name ; in such a case, instead of the true name we th ink  it would be better to pu t in the name of the 
registered firm or company.

910. W hat does it mean in sub-clause 5-—‘‘ European and other labour ” ?—;T hat would lead to a 
great deal of difficulty, and defeat the provisions of the Bill. I t  m ight be held th a t because a Chinese 
makes up goods and gets a few turned pillars from a European turner he could stam p the article— “ European 
and other labour.” W e th ink  th is clause would work very well by ending a t sub-section 4, leaving sub
sections 5 and 6 out, unless you alter the phraseology, because a t the present tim e sub-section 6 would 
make it apply sim ply to a person who has a Chinese fa ther and mother. I t  only requires a Chinese to show 
th a t his m other was not a Chinese, strictly  speaking, but she m ight be a Form osan or from H ong Kong, 
and the section would be inoperative.

911. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.— Suppose Foy and G ibson were buying four legs of a table and a 
Chinese made those four legs, when Foy and Gibson made up those legs into a table, would they brand 
i t? — No, the brand would be planed off.

912. T h a t table could be made entirely by Chinese as to the four legs and be branded by Foy and 
Gibson ?— Sub-section 4 meets th a t— “ W here an article of such furniture has been m anufactured or pre
pared solely or partly  by the labour of any Chinese person or on th e  premises of any Chinese employer, 
such stam p shall also set forth in legible type the words ‘ Chinese la b o u r .'”

913. T h a t would be a m istake, because it would be partly  Foy and Gibson's labour ?—-If you argue 
in th a t way you could fix nothing. You m ight say because the screws w ere made in England th e  Chinese 
could claim th a t to be “ Chinese and other ” labour.

914. B y  the Hon. 11. Cuthhert.— Y ou would recommend the omission of sub-clause 5?- Yes, 
unless the w ords—“ includes a person having a Chinese fa ther and m other,” in sub-section 6, are altered 
considerably. . . .  . . .

915. In  w hat direction would you suggest an alteration  ?— W e suggest th a t this definition should 
read— “ Chinese includes persons of the Chinese race.”  . .

916. B y  the lio n . W . I . W in ter-Irving .-—You go further than  sub-clause 6, w hich says “ ‘ European 
lab o u r ' means the labour of persons born in E urope or o f their descendants w hether born in any B ritish  
colony or possession or in the  U nited States of A m erica or e lsew here” —w hat do you mean by th a t ; would 
tha t not be an injustice to those born of other th an  Chinese m others ?— T h at is the object of this clause. 
W e have to deal w ith people who are very ready to adopt expedients. .

917. B y  the Hon. S . A u s tin .— You recognise th a t it would be an injustice to some people bom in 
this colony who are really E nglish  subjects ?— I  do not th ink so ; those people fo l lo w  furniture making, and 
live among Chinese in a similar way to the Chinese. .

918. T hey may be born of European m others?— T hey are ; they  are half-castes.



919. B y  the R on. IT, / ,  B ^w ter-/rm np'.--T hose people do other work outside furniture m aking 
a ltogether?— T his B ill will not affect them in th a t case ; we have no objection to their w orking a t any other 
business.

920. B y  the. R on . J . A . Wallace.— Should not those Chinese have as much to say about a  holiday 
as any other native ; are they not A ustralian  natives ?— I  should be sorry to accept them  as such in the 
ordinary sense of the  term, w ithout any w ant of respect to them.

921. B y  the R o n . T . D . W anliss.—Y ou extend this to B ritish  subjects ?—We cannot help i t  if they 
are bona fide  B ritish  subjects.

922. Is  it not ra ther hard on B ritish  subjects ?■—I  do not th ink  so, w hile they  work in the way 
they do. (

923. B y  the H o n . the Chairman.—-Your object is to compel them  to work in the way you do ?—  
Yes ; if Chinese or half-castes can produce articles as w ell as we can a t cheaper rates, they w ill get the 
m arket.

924. A nd you w ant to compel them  to stam p their work ?—J u s t  so, E very  article in the  colony 
should be stam ped w ith  the m aker's name as a sign of good faith  between the m aker and the buyer ; th a t 
is the object th a t the L egislature should take up.

925. B y  the R o n . J . A . W allace.—rW hy have not other countries taken it  up ; they  are older than  
we are ?— They have done so in many cases ; the m akers stam p their furniture because they w ant to get 
the m arket, and it  w ill tend to raise the standard. I  th ink  minimum penalties should be fixed all through 
the A ct, because there is so much disagreeableness in  the prosecutions which have taken place for breaches 
of the A c t from tim e to time, w hen friendly benches of M agistrates have given contemptuous decisions, and 
fined people, for gross breaches of the A ct, One shilling, th a t it has discouraged the officers in carrying out 
the A ct, W e th ink  the minimum penalty  should be stated in all cases ; if you pu t in th e  minimum you 
have no doubt about it.

926. B y  the R o n , R .  Cnthbert.— E ven  for the first offence you would have a minimum ?!—Yes.
T he witness withdrew.

A rth u r Wood examined.
927. B y  the R on . the Chairman.— W hat are you ?— Journeym an cabinetm aker, and president o f the 

F urn itu re  T rade Society.
928. You have heard M r. H arw ood's evidence, is there any point th a t he has not touched upon th a t 

you w ish to press upon the Com m ittee?— I  generally agree w ith  w hat he has said. W e would like one 
person to be one factory. We w ish to  be placed upon exactly  the  same level as the Chinese. Owing to 
their low standard o f living, the Chinese have had to be singled out ; a t the same time w hatever we wish 
to apply to them  we w ish to apply to ourselves. A s far as the furniture trade is concerned we do not w ant 
any distinction. T here are circumstances th a t have been forced upon us, such as the eight hours’ regulation. 
W e w ork eight hours and the Chinese do n o t ; they  do not understand w hat i t  is, and we wish th a t to be 
applied to the Chinese generally. A s far as clause 18 goes, I  agree w ith Mr. Harwood about the Board ; 
it  should be elected and be for the  whole colony. I  do not see how we could manage unless the colony was 
one district. I f  I  w ent to B allarat I  should w ant the same wages as I  got in Melbourne.

929. E ven though the  cost of living in  B allarat was less than in Melbourne ?—If  circumstances 
w arranted it. T he  Board would have to take th a t into consideration. A t present there is very little  
furniture being made in B allarat. M ost of it  is sent from M elbourne and is mostly Chinese, and the same in 
Bendigo and throughout the  colony. A  member of the Cabinet told me the other day he got some furniture 
from a local tradesm an and after he got it he did not find it satisfactory, and he asked the tradesman w hat 
it w as, and he said it was Chinese, he could not make it a t the price and he had to get it  from the Chinese,
I  was to ld  in  B allara t some tim e ago th a t a furniture factory there was like an  infant school-room; it  was all 
boys, and w hat was no t made by boys w as sent from M elbourne and was Chinese furniture. I  agree w ith 
M r, H arw ood as to  the  question of machinery. I  do not th ink  there is anything in w hat M r. M acLellan 
tried to point out as to the difficulty in  fixing the  prices. Foy  and G-ibson pay day-work and they do as 
m uch as they  can by the  m achinery ; they  do not fix piece prices. In  one w ay they fix the  piece price ; 
they  find out how much a m an can do, and if a man does not do th a t he gets the  ((sack.” I f  a  new job 
comes out they  ge t the quickest w orkm an to do the work and get him  to fix the price, and another man 
m ust slave to do th a t w ork.

930. Do you not see any difficulty in the point he raised th a t the members of the Board, not having 
th is new  m achinery, w ould no t feel a t all anxious to lower the price of an article ?— N ot in this w ay - 
the  piece price is alw ays fixed by  w hat can be done in a day. I  suppose the Board would take into con
sideration w hether a firm wished to work a t day rates or piece-work. A t present they  work a t the day 
rate, and when any new w ork comes out they  fix the rate  by the quickest man in the shop.

931. B y  the Ron. J . M . P ra tt.— Does the quickest man in the shop get any ex tra  wages for doing it  ?
___Yes.

932. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— ~Re is sw eating his fellow workmen ?—Y es; I  am not com
plaining of Foy  and Gibson, because they pay the best wages in the  trade, but_ th a t is done to compete 
w ith  outsiders. W e do not see any difficulty in  fixing wages by the Board. I t  is better than strikes and

lock o u t s ^  would you deal w ith  a num ber of workmen who did not observe the Board's award ?—
T here are difficulties, bu t they  could be m et in  th is  w ay—the Board would fix the price, and it  the work
men did not care to accept the  price they  would not work. I f  the employers did not want o pay he
price they  would not employ the men. . ^  ,

934. Suppose the w orkm en accepted a lower price ?— T hey would not m any number, l n e  work
men w ant a fa ir ra te  of wages. One or tw o m ight do it, but the great body would n o t ; they have more 
sense than  th a t. T hey  would be protected by the Board, and they would not take a lower price.

935. B y  the Hon. R .  Cuthhert.—A re they  not doing th a t in some instances now, taking a less pricy  
th an  th a t agreed to by the trade ?— There are always some exceptions like tha t, but no t in  any large way* 
T here  are alw ays some men who w ill do anything to secure a  job.



936. B y  the l io n . S . A u stin . I s  it  not a common tiling  in some houses ?— I  have never know n of 
it. I  do not th in k  it is common in  any  way.

937. B y  the H on. H . C uthbert.— Y ou are speaking of the  furniture trade ?— Yes.
938. B y  the H o n . the C hairm an.— H ow  m any E uropeans are there in the  furniture trade ?— Some 

tw o years ago I  w ent into th e  m atter for the  Sw eating Board, and I  found 400 Chinese to 25 Europeans at 
w ork, th a t is cabinetm akers. I  suppose they are m uch about the  same now. T he  Chinese have a monopoly 
of the cabinetm akiug. T he conditions under w hich th ey  do it  w ill not allow the Europeans to compete.

939. W h at have you to say as to clause 27— “ L im itation  of working hours in factories do you think 
th a t should apply to all in th e  fu rn itu re  trad e  ?— G enerally ; in fact our men w ould like it to apply not 
only to Chinese, bu t to the  fu rn itu re  trade  generally. G oing back to clause 22, the same principle would 
apply. I t  w as “ Chinese ” in the first place, and i t  w as altered to “ person.’-’ T his clause w ould apply to 
every trade, and I  do not th ink  th a t would w ork. 1 th ink it should be made to apply to the  furniture trade 
only.

940. I t  m ight apply to  bakers ?— Y es, if they  w ished it. Clause 27 we w ish to apply  to the 
furn iture trade ; sub-section 3 (a) is very necessary. Chinese are very cunning. I  w ent round w ith  the 
detectives and tried  to  stop Sunday w orking, and they would not le t us in ; they locked the door, and when 
we did g e t in th e  floors w ere sw ept clean and there  w as no sign of working.

941. Y ou do not m ind th is clause app ly ing  to  Europeans as well ?— No ; we th in k  eigh t hours is a 
fair th ing. A s to clause 57, th e  Chinese m ake very inferior furniture, and th a t w orks against us.

942. B y  the Hon. J . A .  W allace.'—I t  is all in  your fav o u r?—No, because people go for cheapness, 
and w hen a sideboard is made a t a certain  price it m ay be inferior, but it is cheap, and people will have the 
cheapest work.

943. W hy do you not go in for th e  cheaper w ork ?— I  do not believe in it. I  th ink  it  is a very bad 
principle to go for the  cheapest ; bu t as a general th ing  people do go for it. W e find a difference in 
M elbourne and the  old country. I n  E ng land  we have not to  contend w ith  the Chinese. T here is a better 
class of fu rn iture  made. T h e  Chinese really  degrade the  trade  here altogether. I t  was a good trade, but 
it  has been ruined by the  C hinese.

944. B y  the H on. II . Cuthbert.— H ow  is the  Chinese w ork inferior to the E uropean ?— T here  is no 
construction about it. W hen a job should be constructed in a certain  w ay there  is a nail pu t in instead of 
a mortise, and so on. T h e  Chinese ge t our w ork and m ake a good im itation  ; bu t they  cannot design or 
originate any th ing , and w hatever they  copy they  degrade.

945. I s  no t the w ork they  tu rn  out equally good in the m ortising and construction of chairs and 
tab les— does not the ir w ork last as long as the  European ?— N o. I f  they  did not soon fall to pieces it 
w ould be a bad jo b  for us. T h ey  are exporting  largely  to W estern  A ustra lia  now.

946. Y ou could draw  a distinction betw een good w ork and inferior yourselves. I f  a Chinese chair 
was exhibited  here and a European of th e  same pa tte rn  you could point out the  difference betw een the 
two ?— C ertain ly . T hey  do not m ake chairs now ; th ey  used to some years ago.

The witness withdrew.

Charles P . H odges exam ined.
947. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— W h at are y o u ? — Chinese in terpreter.
948. B y  the Hon. I I . Cuthbert.— Do you generally  approve of the  B ill? — No ; I  disapprove of the

B ill. I  th ink  eigh t hours a day has helped to fill our asylum s. I  know  a t Y arra  Bend the asylum  is so 
full th a t the  patien ts have to lie on the floor, and I  believe it is th e  effect of the eigh t hour system  leaving 
so m uch idle time to men who are not properly employed. I  know I  would go mad on eigh t hours a day.

949. Is  your view  supported by any em inent au thority  ?— I  have not m entioned it to any. I  th ink 
th e ir  time is not properly  employed, and there  is too m uch stra in  upon the brain.

950. I  suppose you devote from  eigh t to ten  hours to sleep ?— I  never slept more th an  seven hours
a t a time in  m y life.

951. W ould you not allow  from eigh t to ten  hours to the  generality  of people for sleep?— I  th ink 
e igh t hours is a long sleep.

952. A nd  to refreshm ent and m ental recreation another eigh t hours ?— W h at is the recreation ? I  do 
not th in k  there is much m ental recreation. I  do not find the P ub lic  L ib rary  any m ore fu lly  occupied.

953. H aving  regard  to our clim ate here, would no t e igh t hours be sufficient for any man ?— For 
outdoor em ploym ent i t  is, but for indoor em ploym ent a longer tim e m ay be allowed. T here  are many 
women in the country d istric ts who, I  am  quite sure, w ork far harder every day in the week th an  any China
m an in  a factory in M elbourne.

954. You th ink  eigh t hours is sufficient for m iners in the  drives 1,500 or 2,000 feet down ?— 
I  th ink  so.

955. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— A re there any special clauses in the  B ill th a t you w ish to refer 
to ?— I  w ish  to refer to clause 32, referring  to steam -engines. I  would suggest th a t after the  word 
“ o rch ard s” in sub-section 5 the  words “ vegetable gardens ” shall be added.

956. B y  the Hon. T . D . W anliss.— A re steam -engines used in  those places ?— Y es. •
957. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.— “ G ard en ’-’ would include “ vegetable g a rd en ” ?—I t  is best to

remove any doubt.
958. B y  the Hon. I I . Cuthbert.— W hy do you w ish  to in sert those words ?— B ecause a steam pump

cau only be used in a vegetable garden in term itten tly . We had tw o hot Sundays recently , and on both
those days it was necessary to flood the gardens. On the M onday m orning we had a shower of rain which 
would obviate the  necessity of using the pum p for th ree  or four days, so if you had a certificated man he 
would be idle for th ree  or four days. I n  w in ter he would be alm ost wholly idle. A t Sale the Chinese 
have a garden and there is another a t N orth  cote, and another at K ew , and they  find, in order to make the 
gardens pay, they m ust use those small pum ps. A  man has m erely to w atch the gauge to see th a t the w ater 
keeps up to the proper level. In  clause 3, sub-section 1 (a), it says— “ N otw ithstand ing  anything hereinbefore 
contained in th is definition a Chinese person ,shall be deemed and taken  to be employed w hether he is  or is



not w orking on his own account or behalf or for hire or rew ard.” I t  reads as though a Chinaman is put 
somewhat under the same conditions as a dog. U nder the Dog A ct if you allow a dog to go about your 
premises, though it does not belong to you, if you do not kick it out you are liable to be fined. T he next 
sub-clause (2) says— “ M eaning of 6hand icraft’ and 6employed’; ” th a t does not seem to define w hat 
“ employed ” is.

959. T h a t is to be read w ith  the original A ct, and you do not pay any attention to the marginal 
note, w hich is not part of the A ct. I t  is merely to include laundry w ork?— Speaking for the Chinese I  
th ink  <a laundry should not be brought under the A ct.

960. H ave you read the evidence about laundries in England ; they have found it necessary to 
include them  there ?— I t  may be necessary there, but I  do not th ink it is necessary here. T he Chinese 
laundries which I  have been th rough  I  found exceptionally clean.

9 b 1. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— W hat is the disadvantage in having proper sanitary arrangements 
applied ? None w hatever. T he Chinese do not object to tha t, but if  those men are brought under that 
they w ill not be able to work more than  eight hours.

962. You do not object to their being brought under the Board of H ealth  ?— Certainly not.
963. Y ou object to the hours of working ?— Yes.
964. How m any hours do they work ?— Nine or ten hours. Necessarily, if they cannot get the 

clothes dry they  cannot keep to any particular time any more than a farmer can in his field. He is depend
ent^ upon weather ; and the Chinese cannot fix upon certain hours in the day in which to work and in 
w hich not to work.

965. B y  the Hon. W. I . W in ter-Irv ing .— Suppose those people had to conform to the Factories 
B ill w hat would be the effect upon the  ordinary public as to prices ?— I  do not think prices would be 
affected much.

966. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— Suppose a P . and 0 .  boat came in and they wanted all the dirty 
linen washed by a certain time, how would you meet th a t difficulty ?— By allowing them to work their 
own tim e and not interfering w ith labour.

9 6 /. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— A llowing them  to work eighteen hours out of twenty-four ?—They 
do not do tha t. T he most ex travagant statem ents are made by the public about the Chinese, which are 
quite untrue. '

968. I f  we say the  men and women engaged in a laundry shall not work beyond eight hours a day, 
would it  not be fair th a t the Chinese should conform to th a t law  ?— Certainly, but I  th ink some of the 
laundries in the outlying districts are not aware of the provision, otherwise they would be opposing it.

969. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— Suppose a P . and 0 . steamer came in and they wanted their dirty 
linen done quickly and they could not get it done, would they not take it on to Sydney and we should lose 
i t  altogether ?— T h a t may be.

970. B y  the Hon. S . A u stin .— I t  would necessarily be so— if you could not do the work in a certain 
time it  m ust be taken  on ?— Certainly.

971. B y  the Hon. the Chairmam.— W hat have you to say about clause 27, lim iting the hours in the 
furniture trade ?— I  th ink  the average w ork of Chinese would be about nine hours and a half a day, not 
more at the present time. In  1893, when I  gave evidence before the Sweating Board, I  said the Chinese 
gets up late and w orks late. T he Chinese does not stick to his work from eight o’clock to twelve w ithout 
pu tting  his tool out of his hand. H e sits down and has a smoke, and takes a walk outside, and on a warm 
day he w ill have a rest or a siesta and work in the cool of the night. A  Chinese does not work long 
hours. T he Chinese would be content if all places were open from seven to seven, with an hour for 
breakfast and an hour for dinner.

972. Is  there any reason w hy they should be allowed to work nine hours and a half when European 
furniture makers only work eight hours ?— I f  one set of people like to spend a part of their time in idle
ness I  do not see w hy another set of people should not be allowed to spend their time in work. I  do not 
th ink  they should be restricted.

973. Is  it a fact th a t the Chinese furniture m akers have driven the European furniture maker out 
of the m arket ?— I  have never thought so. I  th ink  if the European cabinetm akers had gone into L ittle  
B ourke-street and opened a shop, and competed w ith the Chinese there, they could have prevented such a 
large num ber being employed. I t  is the same as w ith the laundries. There was a great cry out about the 
Chinese laundries a few years ago, and you were appealed to to help women to start laundries. The 
Chinese do not do tha t. A  man gets a house and a copper and a tub, and starts a laundry, and gets to 
work. A ll our efforts in th a t direction came to nothing. Y ou do not get the Europeans to combine 
together. ,

974. W ould co-operation be a cure for a great deal of this ?— Yes.
975. B y  the H on. J . M . P r a t t— Is there  any necessity for the Chinese to work on Sundays ?— 

C ertainly not at carpentering.
976. B y  the H on. the C h a m a n .— 'Do they do any on Sunday ?—I  believe not now—they used to. 

T he police visit them  very often, and so far as I  have seen of late there has been no Sunday work at all.
I  heard a rem ark ju s t now about the Chinese being cunning, and locking the door. I f  I  thought a person 
was coming to my house, very likely I  should lock the door, and go outside and do something else.

977. B y  the Hon. I I .  Cuthbert.— I f  you were working, and a police constable came, would you not open 
the door ?—If  a police constable came, th a t would be a different thing. I t  was private persons I  referred to.

978. I f  you were not violating the law  you would open the door at once ? Certainly. There may 
be isolated cases where Chinese have wasted the time in the week, because they will waste time as well as 
our own people. T here are idlers among them  who like to spend their money freely, and have to make 
up  lost time and yrork on Sundays, but taking the great body of merchants and storekeepers, they do not 
w ant to work on Sundays any more than  Europeans. I  am sure if the Committee went to the Chinese 
quarters nex t Sunday they would find all the factories cleaned up and swept.

979. B y  the H on . the Chairman.— W hat do you think about the clause referring to sleeping in 
factories— clause 22 ?— The Chinese rent a large place, and where the men sleep in the factories they 
perhaps take a fiat, and th a t is devoted to the dormitories—they do not sleep where they work. The 
Chinese do not throw  down their tools and then throw down their bodies on the shavings without taking



their clothes off, as I  have  heard said they  do, A  Chinese is very particular about his bed; it is also his lounge 
and his sitting  room, and he is very particular about it ; it is w here he receives his friends, and so on. I t  is 
ju st the same as the case of a European who has only one room in w hich to receive his friends and to sleep.

980. A re  the Chinese as observant of sanitary regulations as Europeans ?— E xcep t in their closets 
they are. In  the ir food ancLthe preparation of their beds they are as particular as we are.

981. A re there a larger num ber of Chinese sleeping in a room than  there would be if they were 
Europeans ?— A ll th a t is regulated by the  H ea lth  Inspector.

982. A re his regulations carried o u t? —Y e s ; the  difference in L ittle  B ourke-street of to-day and 
the L ittle  B ourke-street of ten  or tw elve years ago is very great. A ll the old houses have been taken 
down and the places re -b u il t ; the  Inspector of H ea lth  goes round, and there is no cause of complaint.

983. T here  is no hardship  in placing th e  Chinese on the same footing as the Europeans ?— No, I  do 
not th ink  they  object to it.

984. Do you w ant to say anyth ing  about the stam ping of furniture ?— T he Chinese consider th a t the 
stam ping of furniture (though there is the  semblance of fa ir play, inasm uch as both the Chinese and the 
Europeans w ill be placed upon the  same footing) is done in order th a t the racial prejudice shall work 
against them .

985. On the  other hand, do you not th ink  it possible, seeing th a t a large num ber of people w ant 
the cheap stuff, th a t they  w ill m ake inquiries for th e  Chinese-stam ped furniture because they know it is 
cheap ?— Y es. T here is another peculiar th ing  ; it is complained of the  Chinese th a t they m ake rubbish ; 
bu t i f  it paid me, and I  could keep my wife and fam ily by m aking rubbish, I  would do so. The Chinese 
say th a t the  racial prejudice is such th a t “ B ro w n ” will not buy of them  because of w hat “ Jones ” will 
say, and “ Jones ” will not buy because of w hat “ Robinson ” will say.

986. I f  “  J o n e s ” can buy a t 5s. less than  w hat “ R ob inson” w ill buy at, w ill it not have, the 
opposite effect ?— I  can only say w hat th e  Chinese say upon the p o in t; I  cannot speak of my own personal 
knowledge.

987. B y  the H on. J . M . P ra tt.— A ssum ing th is B ill were passed, would the Chinese require repre
sentation on th e  Board to fix the  prices ?— I  th in k  they  would like to have it.

988. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— H ow  m any Chinese are there w orking now ?— I  should think 
quite 250 in  the  furniture trade a t p re se n t; it  is not easy to get a t them . T here  are a num ber of them in 
sm all places.

989. B y  the Eon. T . D . W an liss .— Is  the num ber increasing ?— I  do not th ink  so, T here is a  little 
boom a t present, perhaps, owing to Coolgardie ; bu t after the bursting  of the  “ boom ” here many of the 
large factories closed. T he Chinese population as a  whole is now very  poor.

The witness w ithdrew .

H enry  A . H arw ood fu rther examined.
990. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— W h at do you say in  regard to the  Chinese being represented on 

the Board ?— I t  seems equitable th a t they  should be.
991. W ould there  be any objection to it  on the p a rt of the  trad e?— I  dare say there would be, but 

personally I  have no objection to  it.
992. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.— I f  the num bers are as 400 to 25 the  Chinese would have all the 

voting po w er?—Y es, if th ey  w ere appointed by mere voting, bu t our trade is not m erely cabinetmaking, 
it  is the furn iture  trade. T h e  Chinese are cabinetm akers, and cabinetm aking is simply one branch out 
of five.

993. T ak ing  them  altogether ?— T hen the Europeans would be more th an  the Chinese.
994. B y  the H on. T . D . W anliss.— W hat are the  five branches ?— Cabinetm akers, upholsterers, 

carvers, turners, and french-polishers.
995. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— W hat is your opinion about overtim e?— W e recognise tha t 

overtime has to be worked a t tim es in case of em ergency. I  th ink  perm ission m ight be obtained to work 
overtime.

996. B y  p e rm it? — Y es.
997. B y  the H on. J . A . W allace.— Suppose a job w ere w anted in a hurry , w hat would you do ?^- 

G-et a perm it ; w e w ork overtime as i t  is.
998. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— W ould you not allow  men to w ork overtim e w ithout a perm it? 

— N o; otherw ise i t  would sim ply be a subterfuge to lengthen  the  hours of w orking.
999. T he  overtim e is paid for at a different ra te  ?— U sually ; unfortunately  we cannot enforce tha t,
1000. W ould th a t not be a check ?— I t  should be, bu t practically  th a t has gone w ith  the rest of the 

privileges we enjoyed, on account of the bad tim es ; we form erly got tim e and a quarter.
1001. I f  th a t w ere m ade th e  legal paym ent, you would not require a perm it ?— I  th ink so.
1002. B y  the H on. J . A . W allace.— I f  i t  were tim e and a half, would th a t check i t? — Yes ; time 

and a half used to be paid men employed on bank  fittings, bu t a perm it should be applied for in any case.
1003. I t  is no t alw ays convenient to apply for a perm it ; as long as they  are paid time and a h a lf  

' th a t would be sufficient check ?— I t  is a great check, no d o u b t; th a t is w hy we w ent for it. W e have to
deal w ith  people who try  to g e t the  b e tte r of us in  one way or a n o th e r ; th a t is the  reason w hy we got 
those particular th ings p u t in  the Bill.

1004. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— A dm itting  th a t, do you th ink  it  is advisable to  place in the hands 
of one m an th e  pow er to say “ Y e s '” to one m anufacturer and “ N o ” to another ?— I  th ink  in a simple 
m atter like th a t th e  inspector could judge as to the urgency.

1005. M r. Bedggood said perm ission w as not absolutely gran ted  to him, and in the meantime others 
got it  ?— T h a t is not righ t, bu t th a t is a  one-sided statem ent.

1006. B y  the H on. J . M . P ra tt.— You th in k  overtim e, if  allowed, should have a general application 
to any m anufacturer ?— Y es, in cases o f urgency. I  know  there  are p lenty  of times w hen orders have to 
be got out in a certain  tim e to m eet a  certa in  necessity.

1007. I f  a  m anufacturer applies for a perm it you have a regulation for the paym ent of tha t 
overtime ?— Yes.



1008. B y  the H on. the Chavrmcm.— One of the w itnesses proposed th a t a manufacturer should be 
allowed to work overtime not exceeding 30 days in a year w ithout a perm it ?—.That is in the English Act, 
and was inserted to protect the women and girls in the  clothing factories.

1009. W ould there be any objection to apply th a t to the furniture trade ?— No.
1010. You cannot always be sure you will be required to work the overtime un til the last moment, 

and you may not obtain a perm it in time, would it not be well to make it a little more elastic ?— In  a case 
of urgency the officers of the D epartm ent would see the necessity and there would be no objection. If  
there is a large order for furniture, the employer knows if he has time to fulfil it» with his hands.

1011. W e have had evidence given th a t a perm it was not obtained in time, and in consequence the 
order w ent elsew here ?— I t  is possible th a t if a gentlem an w anted to furnish a large house in a certain 
time, and w ent to a small m anufacturer,"that sm all m anufacturer could not turn out the lot in the specified 
time.

1012. H ave you had your a tten tion  directed to the question of co-operation in the furniture trade ? 
— Yes, bu t we cannot w ork together as the Chinamen work ; it is against our blood and nature, and against 
our views of life.

1013. To co-operate ?— No, we could co-operate, but I  fear it  would not be successful.
1014. H as co-operation been tried in connexion w ith  furniture here?— N ot to any extent.
1015. W ould it not tend to pu t an end to a great deal of th is trouble ?— No, because co-operation 

means increased competition. Y ou bring in another firm composed of a number of individuals competing 
against the firms already in existence. I t  may benefit the individuals, but it m ust increase the competition. 
T h a t has been found out in various co-operative societies in France and elsewhere.

1016. T hey  are very largely  increasing a t home ?— Yes, but they are mostly distributive societies. 
I  have heard our people frequently  say they should sta rt a co-operative society, but they have never 
subscribed the money. I f  they had done so we should have started it  long ago ; they do not seem to have 
enough faith  in one another. I t  would take several thousands of pounds to start a furniture factory.

1017. M uch larger companies than  th a t have been started  a t home and have been gradually worked 
up ?— Y es.

The witness withdrew.

Chung W ar examined.

1018. B y  the Hon. the Chavrmcm.— T his is your w ritten  statem ent— [ reading the same as fo llo w s ] : — 
“ I  am a cabinetm aker, of L ittle  Lonsdale-street, and have th irteen men working for me. The B ill in its 
present form is too drastic, and the differential legislation proposed is unjust, and will w ork mischief in the 
end. I  thoroughly agree w ith  Sun Yee Fling in his evidence. I  regard section 18, which gives the 
G overnor in  Council the  power to appoint a Board to fix prices, as being altogether vexatious and not 
calculated to secure the object in view. F or example, suppose the Board had fixed the prices upon the 
various articles of cabinet m anufacture, could they also fix the constantly varying designs and patterns of 
th e  said articles? T he  Chinese work, on the average, from nine to ten hours a day, and earn between 
25s. and 40s. per w eek ” ?—'Yes.

1019. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— W hat is your objection to the appointm ent of the Board ?— The 
prices for m aking an article are alw ays different, according to the quality .

1020. Suppose on the Board were some Chinamen and some English, could they not fix upon a fair 
price ?— I  w ish some of my own people to fix the price.

1021. I f  some of your own countrym en were on it, would you have any objection to the constitution 
of the Board ?—No, I  would have no objection to that.

1022. By the H on. the Chairm an.— H ave you any objection to observing the same sanitary arrange
m ents as the  E uropeans ?— No.

1023. H ave you any objection to clause 27, which prescribes th a t the employes can only work 
betw een half-past seven in the  morning and five o’clock in the evening, and they m ust not work on 
Saturdays after two, nor on Sundays ?— Yes, 1 object to that.

1024. W hy ?— Some old and feeble people in the trade could not work continuously for eight hours, 
and they tak e  a spell now and again.

1025. H ave you any objection to the Chinese being bound not to work not more than eight hours, not 
necessarily continuously ?— No, I  would not object to that. On the Saturday we w ant to work the whole 
day, the same as on ordinary days. On Sundays we do not perm it work at all.

1026. Do not the Chinese take a holiday on Saturday ?— Some of the strong people could do it, but 
the old people would not earn a living if they took half a day.

1027. B y  the H on. T. D . W anliss.— H ave the Chinese any Chinese holidays on which you do not 
w ork, w hile the Europeans are working ?—-Yes, there are about two weeks in the year.

1028. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— A re some of those religious holidays which the Chinese feel
bound to  keep ?— Yes.

1029. Flow many ?— A bout six  of them  are religious holidays.
1030. R eferring to sub-clause 3, in the event of the police hearing noises, have you any objection 

to their entering to see w hat th e  noises are, th a t is, if they occur during the time in which w oik is pro
hibited ?— Y es, I  object to th a t ; we may be inside chopping wood. .

1031. Chopping wood would not be usual work ; supposing sawing or lathe turning or hammering 
w ere heard, th a t objection would not apply ?—If  I  were caught in the act of planing it would be p n m d
facie  evidence. . , „

1032. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.— W as not there once a Union of Chinese for the purpose of 
observing the eight hours’ system ?— Y es, there was a Union of Cabinetmakers, but they did not observe the
eigh t hours. , . .

1033. W hat broke down th a t Union ?— T hrough the cabinetmakers reducing their own wages.
1034. A  price was fixed and some of the men worked under th a t price and that broke up the

U n i o n ? — Yes.
F a c t o r i e s . E



Chung War, 
27th January, 1896.

1035. W as not it inconsequence of the men tak ing  their own hours for w o rk in g ?— I t  was only 
through the workmen w orking for less than  the fixed price.

1036. U nder the  U nion the hours were lim ited to ten ?—Y es, 60 hours per week.
1037. W hat is your opinion about branding fu rn itu re?— T he name and address stamped on the 

furniture would be quite sufficient.
1038. T h a t is, to be stam ped both by Europeans and Chinese ?— Yes.
1039. B y  the lio n , the C hairm an .— As to clause 22, dealing w ith  sleeping places, w hat is your 

opinion o f th a t— do the Chinese use the factory or work-room as a sleeping place ?— I t  is partitioned 
off.

1040. B y  the E o n . J . M . P ra tt.— Do you employ men on wages or piece-work ?— The cabinet- 
makers w ork by piece-work ; the french-polishers w ork by weekly wages.

1041. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— A re there  any m anufacturers who work on their own account 
in a private house?— Yes, there  are some.

1042. Do they  sleep in the same place th a t they  w ork in ?— Yes, they sleep on the  premises, but 
not in the work-room.

1043. Is  there any objection to the ir being prevented from doing so ?— W e would not object to the 
work-room being partitioned off.

1044. Do you refer to a factory or private house ?— A  factory.
1045. W h at is your opinion as to private houses ?— W e would not object to a m anufacturer staying 

on the same premises in a private house. W e object to a m anufacturer sleeping in the work-room.
1046. T hen you approve of this clause?— Y es.
1047. B y  the Hon. J . M . P ra tt.— T he clause means th a t an employe cannot sleep in a work-room ?

— Yes.

The witness withdrew.

Sun Y ee H ing  examined.
1048. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— T his is your w ritten  statem ent— [reading the same as follows"] : 

— UI  am a cabinetm aker, of Exhibition-street. I  am opposed to the Bill in its present form. I  th ink it 
very unfair th a t any number of Europeans less than  four should be exem pted from the regulations of the 
proposed law, and so work for as long as they like, and in any kind of building, however unsuitable. Thus 
the evil which it is sought to remedy w ill continue, and in an intenser form, as in these times of depression 
work in a factory is a very scarce commodity, and tradesm en will be driven to set up on their own account, 
and work very long hours to make a livelihood. I  am in favour of equal laws and equal justice to every 
craftsm an. F or example, the work-room of one European, as well as th a t of one Chinese, should be 
constituted a factory, and be registered as such. A s to the lim itation of the hours of labour, the Bill has 
no t taken  into consideration the aged and feeble am ongst the craftsm en, who are incapable of the continuous 
toil and sustained exertion which, to comply w ith  the proposed law, they  w ill require to make, otherwise 
they  m ust suffer from w ant and privation, or become objects of c h a rity ” ?— Yes.

1049. You are quite w illing th a t the  clause constitu ting one man a factory should be law, providing 
it applies to all alike ?— Y es, I  approve of tha t.

1050. A re you also w illing th a t the same sanitary rules should apply to  a ll? — Y es.
1051. A re you also willing th a t eight hours should be a day’s labour for all ?— W ithin a certain 

time. T here  are some th a t cannot w ork the eigh t hours w ith in  the time prescribed in the A ct. I  would 
like th a t time to be extended.

1052. T hen  how could the officers of the law  find out w hether a workm an has w orked more than the 
eigh t hours ?— I  approve of their w orking eight hours ; bu t they should be allowed to w ork the eight hours 
in their own way.

1053. B y  the Hon. II . Cuthbert.— H ow  could it be discovered by the inspector, supposing a man 
w orked ten hours instead of e ig h t?— H e would see them  not w orking at the particular tim e. Some would 
s ta rt a t ten and some a t tw elve.

1054. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— W h at is your opinion about stam ping furniture ?— I f  all others 
stam p their furniture I  would approve of it. •

1055. W h at is your opinion of the  appointm ent of a Board to fix hours of w orking if  Chinamen 
were also appointed on the Board ?— T he prices could not be fixed by the Board.

1056. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— W hy not ?— Different m anufacturers have their own prices for 
each thing.

1057. T he object of the  B ill is tha t there should be a uniform price prevailing all through. W hy 
should not the Board fix the  one price, and say to all the  m anufacturers— “ T he price for such and such 
an article shall be so much and no less ” ?— I f  there was a fixed price, and a workman thought it would 
not pay, he would not w ork a t th a t article.

1058. A ll th a t is intended by th e  Board is, to say w hat shall be the  lowest price ; th a t would not 
prevent the m anufacturer giving a h igher price if he thought fit?— If  all the o ther workmen were to work 
eigh t hours, and they had a uniform  price, I  would agree to tha t.

1059. Then if the minimum price gave each of the men in your em ploym ent £1 or 25s. a week, 
they would not be allowed to work under tha t, bu t if the men did not wish to w ork for th a t you could 
raise the price as m uch as you liked; would th a t be in conform ity w ith your views ?— I  do not know how 
much ex tra  they m ight want.

1060. T h a t would be for you to decide, not for the Board. The Board would say th a t no man 
should w ork for less than  25s.; if the men said they would not work for th a t you could give as much more 
as you felt inclined; would you be agreeable to an arrangem ent of th a t kind ?— Some may only do 10s. 
worth, and then  I  would have to pay them  £1.

1061. You are not bound to keep a man w orth only 10s. a week if you are bound to pay 2os., you 
can put th a t man on p iece-w ork?— If  the Chinese are represented on the  Board, I  would not object to it.

The witness withdrew.



Harrison Ord examined.
Shops. * V the H °n ' tke C h a m a n -— W hat are you ?—Chief Inspector of Factories, Work-rooms, and

i n r f  ‘ haV<3 h?ard the evidence that has been given ?— Yes.
Chinese furniture mnkfrQ+u^0! °!ilU!e+id’ s^h-seetion 1 («), the representatives of both the European and 
a c r iT w n  that that sho" ld aPl^y to both Chinese and E u ro p ean s-d o  you
it° Unless the hours nP tl ^ ?une a consid©rable amount of supervision, but there is no great objection to

ai’e limit6d hl thG Same as those of the C h L s e  it 'would be

individual w ork i^n T o n e  U\ S tde ^ ur®Pea©s now ?— Fairly  so. W e have reason to believe tha t an
brino-ino- them under tbe ^  S °.n^ er’ Avdl ether European or Chinese ; otherwise I  have no objection to Dunging them  under the one law m a departmental sense.

the furniture tr-Zde^nr^-o” ' connexion w ith that, do you intend your evidence to apply tom e n i™ u r e  trade or generally ?— To the furniture trade only.

— vou would B lll I1*, reqi!ires foar Persons t0 constitute a factory in the clothing and boot trades
- y o u  would no ay A would be wise to alter that four into one ? - N o , I  think it would be quite useless.
workino- in their nnVoM * ’ ? 0 y °u know arW places where there are two or three persons^  oi Xing in their private houses ?— There are a good number.
faetorv ? Th requ^ e a large number of inspectors to supervise those if one was made a
nelTnn , * J  been desired in certain trades. There is only the allegation of sweating in con-
wonld b la n  ^ Ita in .trade®: rh e re  would be no object in making one blacksmith a factory ; but there
and u sA llt /  .m ,™a^ mg .o n e  Per30n a factory in th e clothing trade. I  think it  would be objectionable 
and useless except m the furniture trade, and then only because it is desirable in the interests of justice.
. Engllsh  W,orkman 13. w ilhng to submit to it, and the Chinese workman also; it would require an 
immense amount of supervision to look after them if.extended to all trades.

n ■, o ‘ , Hon. H. Cuthbert. On behalf of the Chinese, exception was taken to sub-section 2 
o clause 3, the Chmese^ say th a t this should not apply to laundries. Can you offer any reasons to the 
Committee why this section should be extended to laundries. ?— I t  is considered necessary, I  understand— 
the objection is taken in sanitary interests ; I  am speaking on evidence given to me ; it is alleged that the 
th e i r ^ o r k ^ 6 C6rtain Practlces which are objectionable from a sanitary point of view in the way they do

1071. B y  the H on . the Chairman.— From  whom did you get that evidence ?—From the inspector who 
has seen them at their work. I t  is the habit of taking water into the mouth and ejecting it on to the clothes.

5 t  n  Hon. J . M . P ra tt .— Then you would require to be there all the time and watch
them . I t  would be necessary ; th a t is one of the objections. I t  is also considered that they are working 
inordinate hours, and taking work from a very deserving class of European labour, that is, the laundry- 
women. J

1073. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.— Do the women work the same hours as the Chinese?— They 
have to work very hard, I  understand.

1074. W ould you make a factory of one, two, or th ree?—T hat is the Bill as far as the Chinese are 
concerned.

1075. B y  the Hon. T. D. W anliss.— According to the Bill, one Chinese is equal to four Britishers?—■ 
No, I  th ink it is the reverse ; he lowers the work of four Britishers—he wants the supervision of four 
Englishmen.

1076. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— The men out here, do not, as a m atter of fact, take up the 
business of laundrymen, which is done by European women ?—I t  is widows with children who take up the 
work here.

1077. I t  is only the Chinese men who do the business of laundrymen ?— That is all.
1078. B y  the Hon. the Chairmcun.— You are aware that laundries are included in the English A ct ?— 

Yes, since Ju ly  last.
1079. A re you aware that is solely on sanitary grounds ?—I think it was on account of the reports 

of the lady inspectors, which were very severe on the terrible hours the women worked in the laundries— 
from ten to fourteen hours a day.

1080. I f  you limited the hours to eight, how would you deal w ith the case of an intercolonial 
steamer coming in late and wanting the linen got up ready for next day ?— The hours are limited to 48 
hours a week, but they could work for ten  or eleven hours right off. Section 24 provides that they can 
work for ten hours a day; th a t would give a large laundry two hours extra to finish such an order. I f  it 
was not sufficient, then sub-section 3 of clause 24 would come in. There would still be a loop-hole enabling 
the M inister to g ran t them suspension to meet the case.

1081. H ow could he g ran t permission at ten o’clock a t night—suppose a large order came in at six 
o’clock at n ight and the office closed at four, or the order came in at four and they thought they could get 
through by six and they did not ?—I t  has been pointed out that, as a "rule, the steamers stay a day or 
two in this port.

1082. The agents inform me that they would have to take on the whole of the work to Sydney ?— 
Sub-section 3 would certainly meet the case if such a provision were necessary, and in any case it would 
only be necessary to alter the first clause of section 24.

1083. Then you come back to the proposal tha t any operative should be allowed to work three 
hours extra a week for 30 days in the year ?— T h at would be practically adding three hours a day to all 
the operatives in the colony. I t  would give the manufacturer three hours clear in every week that he was 
found out, because he would say tha t one of those days was allowed under the Bill ; that would be for 30 
weeks in the year they could work for 51 hours. Then if you put on to tha t the legitimate permits that 
would be granted it would be altering the 48 hours to 51 hours in many factories.

1084. Would not it do away w ith the necessity for permits if they had this power ?—I  think it 
would, to a large extent, do away with permits. I  think prosecutions would fail, to a large extent.

1085. B y  the Hon. W. I . W inter-Irving .— W hat would they do for the other weeks ?—They m igbt 
w ork 48 hours, but the suspension clause a t Cup time and Christmas time would cover another five or ten 
w eek s; so you would get 40 weeks there in which they would work 51 hours.
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1086. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— Suppose th a t was qualified by their having to pay ex tra  for 
those three hours, would th a t be any inducem ent for employers to abuse the privilege ?— I think it would 
tend to prevent its  being abused.

1087. I f  m a n u fa c tu r e r s  h a d  to  p a y  t im e  a n d  a q u a r te r  or t im e  an d  a  h a lf ,  th e y  w o u ld  n o t  b e  a n x io u s  
to  do it  u n le s s  i t  w a s  a b s o lu te ly  n e c e s sa r y  ?— I n  1894 th e r e  w e r e  30 fa c to r ie s  ca rr ied  on in th is  
c o u n tr y  in w h ic h  n o n e  o f  th e  e m p lo y e s  r e c e iv e d  w a g e s ,  a n d  th e r e  Avere a  n u m b er  o f  g ir ls  in  o th er  
fa c to r ie s  r e c e iv in g  fro m  2 s . 6 d . to  6 s . a  w e e k .  T im e  a n d  a h a lf  o n  6 s .  i s  n o t m u c h . I f  a  g ir l  h a s  to  Avork 
tw o  or th r e e  h o u rs  e x tr a  o n  S a tu r d a y , a s  i t  h a s  c o n s ta n t ly  c o m e  u n d er  m y  n o t ic e  th e y  are req u ired  to  do , 
sh e  is  o ffered  t im e  an d  a h a lf , b u t  th e  th r e e  h o u rs  are in f in ite ly  m o re  v a lu a b le  th a n  th e  2d . or 3d . th o s e  
ch ild r e n  r e c e iv e .

1088. W h at do you say as to the  E n g lish  system  of apprenticeship for seven years ?— A t the end of 
th a t time the  apprentices know  the  trade ; a t th e  end of the time here they are sent away w ithout 
know ing it.

1089. B y  the H on. J. A . W a llace .— D o you see any objection, in the case of a person coming in 
w ith  a quantity  of linen to be cleaned and w ashed, in  the ir u tilizing  any tim e to do the work, so long as 
they  do not work more than  51 hours a week ?— T h a t would be very good as fa r as laundry work is con
cerned, but it would be h ighly  objectionable in o ther businesses. In  tha t connexion I  would point out 
th a t a t the presen t time there  are a certain  num ber of laundries in M elbourne ; some of those register and 
others do not. One m an adm its th a t he dyes or repairs articles to be sold again ; another m an w ill not 
adm it t h a t ; he says he is sim ply w ashing the  articles. One m an w ill say he is really w ashing for 
sale again, w hile another can w ork his girls for 54 hours because he states he is not preparing any 
article for trade or sale, and the sole object of th a t clause is to pu t them  all on the same footing as far 
as E uropeans are concerned. T h a t is the  E ng lish  law  a t present. A s far as E uropeans go there is not 
any  injustice, because some people are now  w orking under it, and it  is only pu tting  other people on the 
same footing.

1090. B y  the H on. W. I .  W in te r -Irv in g .— Supposing a ship of the M essageries M aritim es line 
came here, and w anted to w ash all its  linen, and  could not do so except under certain regu la tions—as a rule 
those artic les would be tak en  to Sydney, and washed there  ; if you m ake a restriction th a t they  cannot be 
washed here, would not it drive the trade aw ay ?— T he difficulty th a t has arisen can be m et by either 
a double shift, or some suspension of the clause to m eet a special em ergency. T he clause would give the 
women a g rea t benefit, and would be possible of adm inistration ; th a t is a mere m atter of drafting.

1091. B y  the H on. J . M . P ra tt.— If  the purser sen t a  certificate to the laundry th a t the  w ork was 
required, th a t w ould be evidence to you th a t i t  was required ?—I  do not w ish to say th a t the average 
m anufacturer w ishes to evade the laws ; i f  he did, no one could adm inister the  A c t—-given a man who is 
w illing to defeat the  law , you can understand th a t it  would be alm ost impossible to produce evidence of his 
doing so, because he m ight have been able to do this w ork in the time, bu t he took other w ork, and pushed 
on th a t work during th a t w eek. I  th ink  it would be a great relief if th a t clause were carried ; it would 
lessen th e  hours, and give th e  inspector pow er to go in and see the rooms are properly ventilated, because 
there is no room in w hich ventilation is required so m uch as w here women are w orking in  the hot air. I t  
is hardly necessary to say I  am in favour of th e  B ill.

1092. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— E very  clause of i t  ?— N ot quite every clause. A s far as I  under
stand, there has been no great objection raised  as far as clause 9 ; there is a strong objection raised 
there  as to the  power given to the  Chief Inspector to cancel the  reg istra tion  if he is not satisfied the 
place is used as a factory or work-room. R eally  the  pow er there  is very trifling ; granted  th a t the 
Chief Inspector chose to  act in an arb itrary  w ay, and cancel a certificate, his pow er has absolutely 
ceased then  as far as in juring the m an goes ; he  can do nothing more un til he goes to a court of law. 
T he n ex t step is to prosecute him for being in occupation of an unregistered factory  ; th a t is the only 
other pow er he has, and then  the facts of th e  case come out before the  court. I  have prosecuted a China
man for being in occupation of a disgraceful insan itary  factory, and the fine I  got was one shilling.

1093. B y  the Hon. I I . Cuthbert.— T he objection is to the  second p a rt of the section— “ and he may 
w ith  the approval of the  M inister cancel th e  reg istra tion  ” ?— I  th ink  the B ill is good down to “ work-room, 
in line 38. I  th ink  the w ords— “ of any factory  or work-room w hich is not k ep t in conformity w ith  the 
Factories and Shops A c ts ” are useless. I  th in k  th e  pow er has been largely  exaggerated , because if  I  did 
cancel the  registration I  have to appeal to the  court to confirm m y decision, bu t there would be no 
objection to the cancellation of those words. I  th ink  the w ords— “ and he may Avith the approval of the 
M inister cancel the reg istra tion  of any office, building, or place so registered, i f  a t any time he is satisfied 
th a t i t  is not used as a factory  or Avork-room” should stand . T hen  the w ords— “ or of any factory or w ork
room which is not kep t in conform ity w ith  the  Factories and Shops A c ts ’* should be om itted.

1094. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— Y ou w ould le t the m atter proceed under ordinary summons ? 
Yes. A  factory proprietor, not w ishing to alter the arrangem ent of his work-rooms, ordered a considerable 
num ber of his employes to leave the prem ises and find work-room s for them selves. T he men wished to 
w ork in the factory, because by leaving the factory they lost time, bu t they  were to ld  they  had to leave. 
T hey did so, bu t the consequence was then  th a t the w ork was being done in unregistered factories. Then 
the order was issued th a t the  men w ere to register the ir w ork-room s ; the  men had no w ish to reg ister their 
work-rooms, bu t they  came to me to ask me to reg ister th e ir rooms. T hey  clubbed together in fours, and 
had a room registered. Supposing the men w ished to work in the  factory , th e  object of th a t clause is 
th a t such a pressure cannot be brought to  bear upon them —they  could not be ordered to registei their 
work-rooms. A t th a t tim e those men had no recourse w hatever, bu t supposing th is clause were in force 
they could come to the  M inister or me and tell me the facts. T hen  I  should say th a t was not a factoiy 
kept in accordance w ith the A ct, and those individuals could not be made to register the Avork-room.

1095. Do you take the  position, th a t assum ing there are a number of persons w orking in a factory 
and the owner determ ines to have no more w ork-people in his factory, you would determ ine to make lm 
keep them  there ?— N o ; I  mean he should not have the  pow er to compel the individual to registei is
work-room. ,

1096. H e tells those people— “ I  w ill give you w ork outside if you like. I  do not intend you to work 
in the factory any more ” ?— U nder th e  perm it clause he could not do so because the  men would no ge 
perm its.



1097. H e says “ I  am not going to give you any more work in th is place.” They then secure a
building in which to work, and the law requires them to take out a registration ?— No ; that was only to 
cover the firm so tha t they could say their work was done in a registered factory.

1098. Those usino- the factory are registered ; they rent those outside premises, and that becomes a 
factory, and under the A ct they m ust register it ?— Those individuals were told to go out and provide w ork
rooms for themselves, and they left and worked singly. Then they were told to register those places.

1099. By whom ?— By the firm. The law does not compel a single person to register— the law 
does not compel it at present.

1100. T hey need not have done i t ? — Then they would not have got any work.
1101. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— W hat was the object of the manufacturer saying— “ You must 

register the factory ” ?— To be able to say to his customers the work was done in a registered factory.
1102. B y  the R on. J . A . Wallace.— If a factory-owner is allowed to have so many men, can he not 

8ay— “ My factory is f u l l ; if you choose to go and work outside I  have no objection to give you work, but 
I  m ust dismiss you altogether unless you find a place to do the work in ,” otherwise a man with a factory 
may be compelled to build an addition to his factory, which may be inconvenient; was there sufficient room 
in the factory when those men were requested to go out ?— I am not prepared to say, but the law in force at 
the present does not compel him to have his work done in a registered factory. A ll the Bill says is, he shall 
not compel an individual to have his factory registered.

1103. H ave you known any other case of the same k ind?— I  do not say I  have known many cases, 
but w ith the perm it system there would be a danger.

1104. W hat was the ultim ate issue of th a t case ?— The men are registered, and they say they are 
getting  50 per cent, less wages, and they  are paying for the rooms themselves.

1105. Do you know if  those figures are correct ?—I  have had the figures given me. I  do not know 
it for a fact, though I  believe it.

1106. B y  the H on. J . M . P ratt.— The owner of the factory told them to clear o u t ; he would not 
w ant his premises then, and he would save rent ?— Yes, he told them  he would not provide room for them

' any longer.
1107. T hen possibly he saved rent by th a t ?— Yes.
1108. Those men had to go and rent a place themselves, and constitute a place a factory to work for 

him ?— T h a t is possible, I  cannot say for certain.
1109. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— Did many men have to turn o u t?— A  considerable number—

I  have not any accurate information as to the number. A n objection was raised to clause 10 by one 
witness ; bu t I  would like to point out th a t righ t through the clause has been simplified entirely in the 
interests of the m anufacturers. I t  lessens the expenses of the manufacturers from first to last. I  do not
th ink people understand the clause,

1110. B y  the Hon. the Chavrman.— They suggest the time should be stated w ith regard to the 
period of disuse ?— T h a t is so, but I  would point out th a t a boot factory that is disused for 24 hours as a 
boot factory is not fit for a confectionery factory, and therefore the period can, I  think, be fairly left to the 
justices to  in te rp re t—there has been no allegation of any injustice.

1111. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.— Supposing a factory were abandoned for two months . With 
a factory th a t was simply closed because there was no work going on there, it would be monstrous and 
absurd to say it was not registered, because it is still registered. >

1112. B y  the Hon. the Chavrmcm.— Supposing a strike took place, and no work was going on tor 
three months ?— Then it would still be a registered factory. There would be no period of disuse. I t  would
be a registered factory. . . .  . * . n v  i n

1113. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— Clause 14 is very much like the present A ct ?—Yes ; nearly all
m anufacturers do it, and we wish the Chinese to do it. ^

1114. B y  the Hon. the Chcwmcm.— Is there any objection to the suggestion th a t the notice mig 
be pulled down w ithout the manufacturer knowing anything about it ?—I  do not th ink so. The penal y
has never been enforced since the A ct has been in force. - 9 tv- W n  * dpnd

1115. Y ou advocate passing a clause tha t has been a dead letter for years ?—I t  has been a dead
letter because the regulations did not give the necessary power. This sub-clause 2, paragraph (c), would
be of immense advantage-to the inspectors. . . -n^v-rv^o

1116. Clause 15, sub-clause 4, says— “ N otw ithstanding anything contained in the Factories and
Shops A cts the Chief Inspector shall publish in the Government Gazette for general information any such
particulars contained in any such record as the Governor in Council « ; f r -  ‘“ ^ ^ d j r ' e s s  o fT n T su ih  
or desirable so to publish, including, if the Governor m Council think h t the
occupier ” ? - T h e r e  has been an  objection to that. The clause was put in pure y withl the= o b jec t.o fp  
venting sweating, and the addition of the words— “ any particulars connected with sweating, or to imp y
th a t it is connected w ith sweating, would be advantageous. ormTmQP Governor in Council

1117. W ho is to judge w hether it is connected w ith  sw eating?— I  suppose the Governor m  uounc

would do th a t arriTe a t a  correctconelu8ion?_ T h e  M inister would be guided by the
ofiicers of his D epartm ent, who m ust exercise discretion ; no inspector would lay sue an a ega ion agai
a m anufacturer unless he can support it honestly. , ,, nprtnin work is sweating or not ?

1119. M ay there not be a wide difference of opinion as to w hether certa; ^ , 0f h^ / 7 ge^ oi4  to be a 
— N ot w hen you take the B ill as a whole. The clause is drafted on the fact that the g g
minimum price ; when th a t minimum price is ignored it would not e a  ̂ ai^ s ip ^  ^ ^  ^

1120. A  previous witness says tha t old Chinese cannot earn mo e fmmdation the Board
th a t sweating ? -C e r ta in ly  not, this Bill would benefit them. W e would have as a foundation the Board

t0 ^  % PL CSuppoee an old Chinaman cannot earn more than 10s. a week ? - I f  he were getting the piece

rate it = 72ld n " ;ab„eseSr saa y B - “ E very  person who, directly or indirectly, issues or gives or*  "  •
perm its to be issued or given out, any m aterial w h a t s o e v e r  for the purpose o emg aI)Darei for

a r e d  or manufactured outside a factory or work-room as articles of clothing or w g _ pp „

trade or sale shall be deemed to be the occupier of a factory or work-room for the puiposes >



w hat does th a t mean ; does not it  mean th a t if my firm give out a lo t of stuff to he m ade out by some 
factory they  are responsible for every th ing  th a t takes place in th a t factory in violation of the A ct ?— I  take 
it th a t a firm shall exercise reasonable supervision th a t it  is done in factories. I t  says in the  n ex t section 
— “ having  taken all reasonable precautions.” Y ou  w ould be the occupier for the purposes of th a t section, 
and supposing the allegation  were made, the  answ er to th a t is th a t you had seen tha t your w ork was given 
to a registered  factory, and th a t you took it for g ran ted  th a t th a t place was under supervision.

1123. I t  also says— “ against com m itting an offence against th is section,” it is certainly not an offence 
to issue m aterial. A  firm giving out m aterial w ould have no pow er to deal w ith the record of w ork done 
outside ?— A  peculiar circum stance came under m y notice the  o ther day. A  gentlem an in Flinders-lane 
inform ed me th a t th e  w hole o f his work was done in a registered  factory, and he gave me the name ; as a 
m atter of fact, the  factory he m entioned w as closed tw o years ago, and the whole of his w ork was given 
out. Suppose proceedings w ere taken  against th a t gentlem an (though  I  do not th ink  an inspector would 
tak e  proceedings), if i t  w as urged— “ T h e  m anufacturer has given th is w ork to a person who alleges he has a 
factory , and the m anufacturer has taken  reasonable precautions to ascertain th a t the  person had a factory,
I  do no t th ink  th a t prosecution would succeed.

1124. In  th e  m eantim e you have b rough t up an innocent firm and pu t them  to a lot of trouble ?— No 
M inister w ould allow an  officer to go on in th a t way.

1125. I  cannot quite  see w hy the firm who supply m aterial should be dragged into this a ffa ir?— 
Only to  see th a t they  take reasonable steps to see th a t th e ir w ork is done w here it is supposed to be done.

1126. B y  the H on. T . D . W a n liss .— Y ou w an t to see th a t m anufactories are properly conducted, 
and th a t where w ork is done outside a perm it is obtained ? T es . I  am  not very  strong upon th is part of 
th is sub-section. T h e  nex t clause is num ber 2 of section 16, as to  perm its. E v e iy  sub-section of this 
clause is w ith  the object of dealing w ith  the  sw eating evil. The E nglish  reports teem w ith illustrations 
of th e  terrib le  effect of outside w ork in  E ng land , and here w e have repeatedly  had experience th a t it is 
th e  outside w ork  th a t tends to low er wages. In  the  report o f the C hief Inspecto r of Factories for 1894, 
M r. L akem an deals w ith  th e  subject as follows V ery  low  prices are paid to outw orkers in the 
ta ilo ring  and kindred trades, the  w orkers com plain w ith  a g rea t deal of b itterness of the low prices 
offered by the ‘w holesale’ houses (not the  sw eaters as generally  understood), who say— 6 I f  you do not care to 
do it, we have p lenty  who w ill gladly accept it a t  the  prices offered to you, there  is the  bogie ; th a t when 
women go to certa in  places to  tak e  th e  w ork they  have been in th e  hab it of g e ttin g  3s. 6d. for, they  are 
to ld  th a t someone else is w illing to do it  for 3s. A s a m atte r of fact, th a t 3s. wom an may not exist, but at 
th e  present time the  wom an has no w ay of satisfy ing  herself th a t she does not ex ist, and th e  object of 
th is  section is to pu t them  all on the  same footing. T h e  women will know  th a t only certain persons who 
absolutely require the  work can do i t— at the  present tim e they  have no such know ledge ; a woman will 
then  know  they  are  all on the same footing as herself, th a t  they  have got a peim it.

1127. W ill there  be a lis t of perm its th a t she can exam ine ?— N o ; bu t w hen th a t is the law of the 
land, she w ill say— “ I  cannot m ake a living a t th a t  price, I  w ill risk  refusing  it .” A t th e  presen t time 
she dare not risk  it. T h a t  wom an w ill say— “ I  do not believe any one is w illing  to w ork 100 or 104 hours 
a week, and I  w ill not take  th a t w ork a t th a t  p rice ,” and th en  the  chances are th e  w ork w ill not come 
down, because once it is 2s. 6d. th e  n e x t tim e it w ill be 2s. 6d. ^

1128. A ll she will know  is th a t the  w om an who w ill tak e  the  w ork has a perm it, but she has 
no m eans of know ing  who the women are, or w hat are their ra tes of paym ent ?— I f  clause 17 comes 
into force she w ill know  th a t, but, adm itting  th a t does not come in to  force, th e  perm it system will 
largely  p revent sw eating . I  have been to ld  by one m anufacturer in  a large w ay th a t he has every 
in tention of closing his factory , because he says he cannot com pete w ith  a man who provides no 
factory , has no expenses, and gives the  w ork ou t to women who can w ork 96 hours a  w eek, w hile he 
is lim ited to 48 hours, and his ground ren t costs him  some £5 ,000  a year. ^

1129. T hen  practically  the  object of th is  is to  compel a ll who can to w ork in a factory  ?— le s ,  as 
far as possible, in the in terests  of the  poor, not the rich. T h e  actual difference in the price of a pair of 
trousers betw een starvation  and com parative lu xu ry  is 3d., so the question of the  consumer does not come

1130. B y  the H on . J . A . W allace.—  Suppose a B oard  w ere appointed to fix prices, they  could not 
do such a th in g  as tha t. I f  3s. were fixed as the  low est price, they could no t offer the hands 2s. 6d.?—
T hey  could indeed. . ,

1131. B y  the H on. H . C vthbert.— l f  the low est price w ere fixed, those people who do outside work 
would no t be compelled to take  w ork under th a t  fixed minimum p rice?— T hey  w ould to a certain extent, 
bu t I  th ink  it  would be absolutely necessary to have clause 16 as a safeguard^ as well, because the on y 
possible inform ation we can have as to the  evasion of th a t ra te  is from  the  individual. I f  she agrees u it 1 

the m anufacturer to take  2s. 6d., and has no perm it, th e  only evidence we have is the wom an herself.
1132. Suppose she has a perm it and agrees w ith the m anufacturer for 3s., w h a t is there to prevent 

h er re tu rn in g  the 6d. ?— I  w ill adm it it  is possible, bu t even then  I  do not believe we would come to the 
p resen t deplorable sta te , and I  believe in tim e the wom an w ill reg re t i t  and w ill come to me.

1133. T hen  it  is one person’s word aga in st ano ther’s? — I t  is a m a tte r of evidence. A pparen  y a 
large num ber of gentlem en have come here and im agined th a t the fram ers of th is B ill th ink  th a t t i e  w io  e 
of the  m anufacturers of the colony are seeking to evade the  law . I  he B ill was no t drafted  w i t i  t e i n a  
of com pelling the  fair m anufacturer to a lter his w ays in any direction. I  believe there  aie  a large num er 
of m anufacturers now  paying  more than  the  m inim um . A ll we seek to a tta in  is th a t the unsciupu ous man
shall no t have an im m ense advantage over th e  other.

1134. Is  not th a t  the  object of all la w s? — Yes. A s far as w orking 48 hours is concerned, it the 
law  said 56, I  th in k  a man would be fully justified in w orking 56. T he  law s are not altogether to oo c 
a fte r unscrupulous people ; a m an may not give his a tten tion  to san itary  m atters, and they  have no 
objection to an inspector coming and pointing out w hat is necessary to be done. The B ill is not aimec a 
a large num ber of gentlem en w ho deal fairly w ith  th e ir em ployes, though  they  appear to fear lesu Ls rom
th is B ill th a t I  th in k  could no t obtain if it became law . .

1135. B y  the Hon. T . D . W a n liss .— Is  not th is question of sw eating very  m uch worse in London 
than  it  is here  ?— Y es, I  th in k  so, though  as fa r  as prices are concerned we are gettin g  very close to it, 
especially in th e  sh irt finishing trade*.



1136. H ave they  taken any steps in London similar to w h at you now propose to take here ?— As a 
fact they have ju s t passed a B ill— the inspectors are constantly  asking for these powers. One inspector 
says— “ T h e  Sw eating Commission was hailed w ith  loud paeans of joy. A  new departure was hoped for. 
P eace and good-will w ere eagerly anticipated, for a final stroke against tyranny and exaction was about to 
be made, bu t alas ! w hat became of it ? H as a single line been added to the statute-book ? H as a 
single fibre of this gigantic root of evil been cut off ? H as even a m odifying principle been evolved from 
the costly commission as a relief to suffering hum anity ? ” T h a t is by M r. Lakeman, the superintendent 
of inspectors in the  m etropolitan area of London.

1137. T he B ritish  P arliam en t has so fa r  not dealt w ith  it  ?— No, though the inspectors have asked
for it.

1138. T hey  have not tried  to rem edy it  by legislation, while we do?— W e will try  to remedy it.
1139. M ay we not m ake it w o rse?—I  do not th ink so. Women cannot w ork much more than  

104 hours a week. One of the w itnesses who appeared here appeared to represent the  clothing m anufac
turers of th e  colony. I  have seen some of the  largest m anufacturers here in the city of M elbourne 
personally , either the represen tatives or the  firms, who were not represented or consulted by th a t w itness, 
and M r. George appeared to represent others. T hey  did not strongly object to this clause, except tha t 
all though t the  perm it system  should be made more liberal. F ifteen  of the largest clothing m anufacturers, 
em ploying 1,644 persons, have room in their factories for 3,266. One of the allegations made is th a t the 
factories are not large enough. I  th in k  th a t answers it  a t once, T hey  have an average room for 105 
more in each factory  th an  they have in them . T he  gentlem en I  have not visited represent seven factories, 
and employ 543 hands, and they have room in the ir own establishm ents for 1,052, so I  th ink  it  is absurd 
to say m anufacturers w ill have to build immense additions to their buildings if a number of w ork
people are compelled to go in ; and th a t shows to a certain ex ten t th a t those clothing m anufacturers were 
not properly represented by one o f the  w itnesses.

1140. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— W ill you look a t the bottom  of the page, sub-clause 4 of section 
16, w here i t  says— “ or who receives or has in his possession, custody, or control for the  purposes of trade or 
sale or w ho sells or exposes or offers for sale any articles prepared in  contravention of such provisions 
shall on conviction be liable to a penalty  for the first offence of not more th an  T w enty  pounds.” H ow 
can a re ta iler te ll w hether an  article he has for sale has been made in contravention of the A ct ?— H is 
protection is in  clause 8— “ hav ing  taken all reasonable precaution.” I f  he buys direct from the factory he 
know s w here he is getting  it, and his justification is th a t it is the  G overnm ent inspector’s duty to see th a t 
the  law s are carried o u t ; his responsibility  ceases w hen he gets the  article from the factory.

1141. I t  does no t say so, and why should you bring the retailer up when he knows nothing about 
the  m atter ?— H e can take  proper precautions.

1142. A ll he know s is th a t he bought it  from  the w arehouse ?— A s a m atter of fac t the  clause does 
h it both, and they are  both protected by section 57 of the  P rincipal A ct.

1143. B y  the Hon. J , A . W allace.— Suppose those goods are sold by auction and a retailer buys 
them , should he be responsible under the  A ct ?— I  do not th ink  I  could prove th a t he had any responsibi
lity  o f any  sort.

1144. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— H e has them  in his possession, and is selling them  I— You can 
do a g rea t m any th ings as fa r as prosecution goes ; bu t the  Chief Inspector is bound to be governed in his 
actions by common sense. I  th in k  every person who takes reasonable precautions is am ply covered by 
sub-clause (a ), sub-section 7, o f clause 15, and even w ithout th a t it  is not very detrim ental, because I  am 
convinced of th e  difficulty of g e tting  any evidence against th a t class of gentleman.

1145. B y  the H o n .H . Cuthbert.—  Y ou th in k  they would be protected by section 57 of the P rincipal 
A ct, and also by sub-section 8 of clause 16 ?— Y es, I  am convinced they are amply protected.

1146. Suppose any  inspector did take  proceedings under th is B ill, i f  he did not prove his case, is he
not liable to costs ?— Y es. .

1147. Costs have been given against the Chief Inspector before now ?— T hey have, but no M inister 
w ill allow  an officer to go on incurring  costs, and before he does anything he has to get the authority  of 
the  M in ister to take  proceedings. In  no case can the inspector act on his own responsibility the M inister 
of the day m ust sanction the  prosecution and issue a direct au thority  to prosecute. ^

1148. B y  the Hon. S . A u s tin .— W hy not take  proceedings against the  m an who commits the 
offence ?— T h a t is w hat the  C hief In specto r w ould recommend the M inister to do— the difficulty of getting  
evidence is very g reat, and even if w e got the  evidence he is protected by these clauses, and if th a t is not
sufficient the  justices w ould p ro tect him .

1149. B y  the Hon. the Chavrmom.— In  the  m eantim e you can worry him out ot his life 1 do not 
th in k  we can w orry him  out of his life.

The witness withdrew.

A djou rn ed  to W ednesday next, a t half-past Two o'clock.
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M embers 'present:
T he Hon. L ieut.-Col. S ir F . T . S a r g o o d ,  K.C.M.Gr., in the  Chair ;

T he Hon. S. A ustin
S. W . Cooke 
H . C uthbert 
J .  M. P ra tt

Edm ond Cooke examined.

T he Hon. J .  Sternberg 
N . Thornley 
J .  A . W allace.

1150. B y  the H on . the Chairman.— W hat are you ?— I  represent W illiam Bowley and Son, clothing 
m anufacturers.

1151. H ow  long have you been m anufacturing ?— Fifteen years.
1152. C lothing only ?— Yes.
1153. You have had a copy of this B ill? — Yes.
1154. Can you express an opinion upon it as a whole ?— I  th ink  it is ra ther a new departure, but it 

may do good. T rade is in a deplorable condition, and it is possible th a t pressure w ill be brought to bear 
upon m anufacturers, and they may have to pay the ir hands more money. T rade has been getting worse 
every year for the last fifteen years, and people are not paid as they ought to b e ; bu t the  manufacturers, if 
they are not losing money, are not m aking any. I t  may possibly do good in th a t direction.

x 1155. You notice th a t section 3 provides th a t four shall constitute a factory or work-room ; have 
you any objection to th a t ?— No.

1156. Do the Chinese affect your trade a t all ?— N ot in any way.
1157. W hich is the first clause to w hich you wish to call attention ?— T he first one is clause 16, 

providing th a t the work shall be done in factories, and restricting the out-door w ork ; we have no objection 
to that.

1158. Do you give much work o u t? — V ery little . Our experience is th a t the difficulty is to get 
people to come inside to work. E igh t out of every tw elve w ant to w ork outside, especially the  unskilled 
workers. W e do some work outside ; the principal work done outside are the coats done by the Jew  
tailors, and trousers finishing ; shirts used to be done, bu t we do not do them  now.

1159. Y ou are aware th a t this permit w ill constitute a private house a factory, liable to be examined 
by the inspector either w ith  or w ithout the  police ?— Yes.

1160. W ould there be any strong objection to th a t on the part of the  private workers ?—No, it is 
so at present ; a Je w  tailor w orks for us as a factory under the  Factories A ct.

1161. B u t as to the private houses, they  are not subject to exam ination ?— They are on the list, we 
keep a list of all the out-door workers, and a t any time the inspector can interview  them  if he wishes to 
do so.

1162. The inspector has no power to inspect under the present A ct, but, if this B ill passes, those 
who get the  perm its w ill have their houses constituted into factories and be liable to inspection ; will the 
private workers have any objection to th a t ?— I  do not th ink  so.

1163. Do you th ink  there is anyth ing  in the statem ent that has been made th a t there are a con
siderable number of com paratively well-to-do persons, more particularly  young women, who eke out their 
pocket money by taking in work from factories ?— N ot to any ex ten t a t all, especially of late years. Those 
who come for work w ant it, and w ant it very badly ; they require it for a livelihood, not for pocket money, 
th a t is our experience at any rate. In  some cases the poor women are keeping their families.

1164. B y  the Hon. J . Sternberg.— You have known instances of th a t sort in former years ?— Yes, 
but to a very small extent.

1165. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— W ould there be any difficulty in obtaining those perm its ?— I  do 
not know w hat the inspector would consider necessary. I  presume it refers to those who cannot come in 
to work, such as widows, or people who mix up the work w ith  their domestic duties. Many women 
prefer to keep the ir girls w ith them  a t home, instead of sending them  into the factories. I f  a widow has 
one or two daughters she prefers to get the work out and work a t home, ra ther than  come into the 
factories. They can help her w ith the household duties and then go on w ith the work ; they can also work 
as long as they  like— it m ust be piece-work out-door. I  do not know if they  will be required to work only 
eight hours a t home under the new Bill.

1166. There is no lim it to t h a t ; is it  true th a t the work being given out has an unmistakable 
effect in reducing the price of labour ?— U ndoubtedly ; th a t is where th is restriction may do good.

1167. Then, assum ing this B ill passes, and the perm it system  is adopted, the work being given out 
piece-work, and there being no lim it as to the hours of work, will th a t tend to decrease the sweating, seeing 
th a t those outside people can w ork as long as they like?— If the next clause is brought into effect fixing the 
minimum price for the work the long hours w ill make no difference. T hey cannot take out the work a t a 
less rate than the price fixed ; if they work longer hours they  w ill simply earn more money, whereas now 
they have to work long hours to live at all.

1168. Then, beyond the inspection of private houses, you see no objection to the perm it system ; on 
the contrary, you th ink  the effect will be, in conjunction w ith the Board fixing the prices, to establish a 
minimum living wage ?—J u s t  so.

1169. B y  the Hon. S . W . Cooke.—I f  you have to pay more, will not the goods be dearer ?— U n 
doubtedly, th a t is the difficulty we are in. I t  will cause the goods to be dearer ; the consumers w ill have 
to pay more, but a very little  more will make a wonderful difference. A  m atter of 2s. more will be all the 
difference between the people getting  a fair living and the m anufacturer making a fair profit, and the 
people not being able to live and the m anufacturer w orking a t a loss. In  some cases we have to work at an 
absolute loss, the competition is so keen.

1170. I f  the consumer has to pay you more he has less to spend in another direction ?— T rue.
1171. And w hat he spends in another direction is employing labour ?— T he great mass of the 

consumers are the w orking people ; i f  they are fairly prosperous, not well off, but earning a decent wage, 
all those who supply them  w ith  goods m ust be prosperous also. Since the depression has come about, 
and the work-people are so badly off, trade is something terrible.



v y thL H '-iCuthberL— Y ou are generally in favour of clause 16 ?— Yes. 
factories ? ■Yes>U m 1 W ve e^'ect ° f  giving a fair wage to the people taking work outside the

. • effect in increasing prices will be, as you say, in connexion with a suit of clothes,
p u b licT ^N o  6 ^ 11C6 ° a* SU1* ^  t l̂a* no* *° any appreciable extent by the outside

. ,, 1175. B y  the Hon. the Chairman. Do you mean the increase of wages by 2s. ?—I  mean the increase
in the price of a suit to the consumer, the person who buys the suit.

y our opinion of clause 17—“ Pow er to appoint a Board to fix p rices”— do you 
approve o a oard being appointed to fix prices ?—If  it can be carried out, but there are so many diffi- 
cu ti.es in t i e  way. W e have no objection to it if it can be done fairly—it may do good in lifting trade 
out of the mire. °

H 77 . W hy do you anticipate there will be a difficulty in carrying it out ?— Because each factory has 
l s own system of w orking. I f  the Board take into consideration the circumstances of each factory, there 
w ill be a difficulty there.

1178. How should the Board be constituted ?—I  do not know. I t  says here—two of the employers 
and two of the employes, w ith a chairman.

1179. A re you in favour of the Governor in Council appointing the Board, or its being elected 
by the employers and the employes ?—I  should say the employers and the employes would know whom to 
select better than the Governor in Council.

1180. Those selected would be necessarily experts in the trade ; the representatives of the manu
facturers would be themselves manufacturers ?— J u s t  so.

1181. You mentioned ju st now there would a difficulty in fixing prices, because of the different 
modes of m aking up work in each factory ; is tha t to • a certain extent a private m atter ?— No, 
bu t there are so many different ways of attaining the same object. Possibly it  m ight be advantageous to 
increase the number to three on each side so as to get better representation of the different methods.

1182. I f  you have a special method of m aking up your garments, known only to yourselves, would 
you care to submit it to your competitors in the trade?— W e have no objection.

1183. On the whole, you are in favour of trying the Board conditionally on the members of the Board
being elected by the employers and the em ployes?— Yes.

1184. Do you th ink one Board would be sufficient to fix prices, and also the number of apprentices
and im provers,and the hours of labour?— One Board to each trade would be sufficient; each branch would 
require a Board.

1185. How would this Board a c t ; supposing a dispute occurred at B allarat or Bendigo, would the 
Board have to go there, or would the appellants come to Melbourne ?— I  scarcely th ink that would be 
required. T he Board in Melbourne could do all th a t was required ; the conditions up there would be very 
similar.

1186. B y  the Hon. S. W . Cooke.— You would have one price fixed for the whole of the colony?— 
I  th ink so. The bulk of the manufacturing is done in Melbourne ; there are only tailors’ shops up the 
country.

1187. B y  the Hon. J ", Sternberg.— You th ink one Board could carry out the duty for the whole 
colony ?— I  th ink  so.

1188. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W hen once the price was fixed, do you anticipate any 
difficulty in maintaining the price ?— The manufacturers would have to do something ; say a higher rate is 
fixed, they  would have to do something among themselves to raise the price of the goods to some little 
ex ten t to meet that. I t  would force the hands of the manufacturers to some ex ten t ; but, I  presume, the 
Board would be very reasonable. Times are bad, and it  would be only a slight advance ; so little makes 
such a difference to the people. T he m atter of Id . or |d .  sometimes makes a marvellous difference.

1189. W hat do you th ink about the clauses in relation to apprentices and fourteen improvers, the 
Board having to fix the proportion ?— We are quite willing to have them do tha t. I t  is very wrong to 
have so many apprentices. We are also in favour of no person being in receipt of a weekly wage of less 
than 2s. 6d. W e never pay any one less than tha t— we do not have any one w orking for nothing. Some 
of the drapers, I  believe, adopt th a t system ; but we do not. Every apprentice starts a t 2s. 6d.

1190. W hat is your opinion about the Board fixing the hours of work each day or week ?—I  pre
sume it would be the same as now ; we w ork the eight hours’ system, and there is no objection to it.

1191. Is  the eight hours broken at all ?— No, except as to overtime.
1192. Does the provision about sleeping places affect you ?—N ot in any way.
1193. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— The question of overtime would come under clause 24, sub-clause 

3, I t  -says the M inister may suspend the lim itation of the hours, subject to such conditions as may 
appear requisite to him ?— T he difficulty in our business is tha t an order comes in and is required at once, 
and overtime may be required righ t away. I f  you have to apply to the M inister it takes time, and that
may make it too late. The English A ct seems to be much more equitable and fair to all concerned. I f
th a t were adopted here, it would meet all we would require in a year.

1194. Is  there very much overtime worked ?—Ho, only at certain tim es; such as Cup time and
Christm as, in the order departm ent principally. < _ .

1195. You think a m anufacturer should have the option by law of working overtime without having 
the delay of obtaining a perm it and the consent of the Minister, and observing the conditions the M inister 
may impose ?— We do not mind the conditions, though we think time and a ha lf is quite sufficient, but 
we do not know when we w ant it ; we may w ant it righ t away, and the difficulty and delay are too

^  1196. You th ink  time and a half should be p a id ? —W e think time and a half is too m u ch ; we
prefer time and a quarter—people are only too glad to work overtime. There are certain times in the 
vear -when they lose time, and they look upon this as an opportunity of making up for i t ; they get a h ttle  
ex tra  money also, and they are only too glad to have it. We say— “ We want to work overtime, and if 
they do not w ant to we never say they must— it is entirely optional.

1197. Is  th a t the rule in all the factories ?— I  cannot say ; it is so in our factory. I  th ink time 
and a quarter would meet the case. Tim e and a ha lf is more than we can afford at present. The medical



fees are os., and I  have know n instances w here it  is really  more than they  can pay. I  think 2s. 6d. is quite 
sufficient; it is a very small m atter for a doctor to make an exam ination like tha t. Sometimes we pay it  
ourselves; 2s. 6d. would meet our views entirely.

1198. Do you consider this A ct should apply simply to the m etropolitan districts or to the whole 
of the colony?—I  could not say; the  m anufacturing is really done in M elbourne. •

1199. Is  there none done in B allarat and Bendigo ?— N ot in the m anufacture of clothing. There
are private tailors’ shops.

1200. You would apply the  Board to the whole of the colony, and the A ct to the whole of the colony? 
— T h a t is w hat the A c t says now. I  have no objection to its applying to the  whole colony.

1201. On page 3 it says— “ T he Governor in Council may from time to time and a t any time make 
an order extending all or any of the provisions of the Factories and Shops A cts w hich relate to factories 
and work-rooms to the whole or any specified part of any shire.” T he Principal A ct does not relate to 
sh ires; there may be factories on one side of the road under the A ct, and factories on the other side of the 
road in a shire, w hich are not under the A ct; the people who are under the A ct complain th a t the people 
in the  other factory should be under the A ct?— I t  would be more equitable. ■ They m ight try  to evade the 
A ct by th a t means, but th a t does not affect us; we are in the metropolis.

1202. B y  the H on . S . W . Cooke.— I f  w ork is given out it is piece-work; you do not suggest giving 
ju s t enough piece-work to take up, say, eight or ten hours ?— If  you give the work out you cannot state the
num ber of hours they work.

1203. I f  they can w ork as long as they like, everybody will be leaving the factory and preferring to 
work out of doors ?— Yes, a great m any prefer it ; a family prefer to work outside.

1204. H ave you piece-work in the factory?— Yes, both  piece-work and week work.
1205. W ith  piece-work the  hours are lim ited ?—N ot now ; they take work home in the evening and

bring it  back again n ex t morning.
1206. You would allow an employe to work in a factory during the hours allowed, and also to take 

home w ork ?— I  do not th ink  they  can do th a t if th is A c t is passed.
1207. I f  they are allow ed to w ork a t home as long as they  like, the persons so working have the 

advantage over those who work in factories, because those in factories are lim ited as to the time they 
work ?— Yes.

1208. T he E nglish  A c t prevents those who work in the factories w orking afterw ards. One witness 
to ld  us it was possible to give out piece-work so th a t i t  would only take  the same time as if the hands were 
employed in the  factory ?— T h a t is scarcely possible. Y ou give out a bundle of work, and it m ight take 
them  a w eek or a day to finish i t— you cannot have any check upon them — they m ight work twelve hours 
a day at i t— some are more skilful than  others.

1209. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— One w itness gave evidence th a t in one case a manufacturer 
notified to his people th a t he would not give any more w ork in the  factory, and they would have to take it 
outside, thereby saving his rent. W ould th a t be the result of giving out work ; you have not had to close 
your factory because you gave w ork o u t?— N o ; we have had a large factory half empty because people 
w ill not come in. One reason w hy out-door w ork is done so la rge ly  is because it is cheaper. Those 
m anufacturers w ith large places have heavy expenses ; other m anufacturers have only a small place to cut 
and trim  the work in, and they give the w ork out to be done out-of-doors. Those people have not to go to 
many expenses th a t we have ; th a t is w hy they can undersell us ; th a t is where this A ct may do good.

1210. H ow  can it do good if  it does not stop outside w ork ?— T he perm its would be given only
under stric t control. .

1211. B y  the R o n . J . Sternberg.— W hat is your opinion about perm its, and the Chief Inspector 
having power to grant them  or cancel them  w ithout reference to the M inister ; is th a t power too g re a t.— 
T he  out-door w orker is generally a widow who cannot come into the factory, or people who are lame and 
cannot come in. T he idea of the A c t is to compel the  w ork to be done in the factories as much as possible; 
bu t there are cases in w hich w ork is given out where the people cannot come in.

1212. U nder the  proposed Bill, the  Chief Inspector is the only person who grants the permits or 
cancels them  ; do you th ink  there should be an  appeal to the M inister ?— T he power of appeal would e 
desirable, but the Chief Inspector knows all about those m atters, and would use his discretion. I  do not 
th ink  there is anyth ing  objectionable in tha t.

1213. B y  the Hon. S . W. Cooke.— Suppose you w ere an inspector and had to decide w hat were 
domestic duties, or bodily affliction, would you not have g reat difficulty ?— Y es, I  can see a difficulty

1214. B y  the Hon. H . C uthbert— W here a poor woman has to attend to her husband who is bed
ridden, and has to look after her w ork as w ell, in a case like th a t there w ould be no difficulty? No. ^

1215. B y  the Hon. the Chawm an.— T ake a case w here a m other likes to keep her daughters working 
at hom e?— T h a t m ight apply w here a young m other has a young child, not a m other w ith grown-up
daughters. . . .

1216. W ould you compel a m other w ith  tw o or th ree daughters to come to a factory or go w itiou
work ?— No, I  would not compel them.

1217. Y ou do not th ink people should be compelled to go into a factory w hether they liked i or
not ?— No, bu t if you leave th ings to people them selves they often do th ings th a t in jure others. F or instance, 
people will offer to come and do work a t absurd prices to get the  work a t a ll— you cannot leave things o 
people them selves, you m ust in terfere w ith  the few for the  benefit o f the  whole.

1218. In  a case such as you have mentioned, you were asked would you be prepared to compe e 
m other and daughters to come into a factory, and you said “ N o,”  ye t the perm it could be refused a t the op ion 
of the C hief Inspector ?— W here it  is m erely a sentim ental objection on the p a rt of the  m other 1 have no
objection to compel them . _ .

1219. T here  are factories and factories ; are there no t some factories w here you wou d no care 
your daughters to go ?— I  only know  of my own factory, and the girls will bear favorable comparison wi any 
girls in the  community. T he girls in a factory are often m aligned and said to be w hat they are not, du 
I  say they  will bear favorable com parison w ith  any girls in the community.

The witness urithdrew.



Barnett Sniders examined.
19 9 ?' ]Tha\ are ^°U ?— 1  am an importer and manufacturer, 

our f a m l j  l ^ v o T e e n l o r i o ^ l ' i l n  ^ “ r ^ b u s i n e ^ 6 ? _ A b °Ut n™6 ^  “  the C°l0n^  “ d

Us: T o n  hW ^r.ra?^-10° iaSMe’ “* 30 " 40
a t p rese ift^you^ou ld^uT up^abou t haf/tbe°cloth!rig ^ f u t e  oflony. ^  ^  ^
existence al’to ^ th e r18 i T  rea»on for ^ b lu n g  that ? - T h e  manufacturers would be handicapped out of 
not so far T  n0t °PPosed altogether to the Bill ; there are some clauses I  anprove of, but
e x p e r im e n if  you worn to 6 con c®r d• I  m ight not object to the Bill altogether as in la n d s ,  a an
sô  far a s^ o u tlie  work i  ng o °, ^  7 ° *  m ^  ™ c!ause l7 ‘ 1 would be prepared to accept it
condition nf .u + • f  j  ^ a *  would remove all inside interference, and tend to improve the
should havp ° !  I Under the Bill, first the inspector tells you how many apprentices you
oMect toT n iln i n° ° ^ eCt t0 that ’ but then he tells you what prices to pay them, L d  that is why I  object to in do work interference. Then you have a Board to fix the prices. 7

, 3  you object to the Board ?— For inside work we do, most strongly.
i 9 9 q" xr 7 - . irst the inspector tells you how many apprentices you may have.

when the BoardVpll! v ^  fix6S thaV - Then what Price you shall pay the apprentices, butwhen the Board tells you what price to pay each hand for each particular class of work, I  sav what is the
^m am ?fn p rr for. ? the Board will conduct that factory there will be no necessity to have
a manufacturer at all I t  is virtually out of his hands. Pie is not controlling his own factory. W hat is
w r t t  T  T  f° ’ i 79°U^ t  i Um h° W many aPPrentices be is to have and what he is to pay for each particular class of work ? The Board will conduct the business for him. 7

certain mfce ^ N o ^  T h ^ T ?  Board sa7 tha t for a cerfcain garment you must not pay less than a
price . No. The Board will tell you what you are to pay for each particular class of work, what

you are to pay for sewing on buttons, putting in pockets, and every other class. You may assume that the
Board will not do tha t but you may get a Board that will do it. I f  you handicap the manufacturers too
much there is such a thing as importing goods in this country. N ot many “ ready-mades ” are imported
now, but it you increase the prices and harass the m anufacturers the importers will certainly import the
goods, and then you will kill the very men you are trying to benefit.

lo ? ? ‘ S he B °a.rd would simP1J  fix tbe minimum°price that you have to pay ?—For what ?
1231. For putting on buttons say— do you think there should be a Board for th a t particular class 

ot work I I  am totally opposed to it as a manufacturer. So far as our own factory is concerned, and the 
people we employ, our hands are very well satisfied. They are well paid and are working under healthy 
and good conditions and are perfectly satisfied. They are earning fair wages. I  know of no sweating 
myselx, though we have heard about it. People have to work to earn a living.

1232. You have no objection to apply the Board system to outside work ?—No ; I  would give it a
trial ; it is an experiment, but it should be under very different conditions to what it is here. I  do- not
th ink th a t such power should be in the hands of the Chief Inspector of Factories. I  have very great
respect for the present Chief Inspector, but I  do not think power should be placed in his hands to grant
perm its, and there should be a special appeal against any decision he gives in all cases.

1233. I f  he refused a perm it to some poor woman, you would enable her to appeal to the County 
Court ?— Yes.

_ 1234. W ould tha t privilege be worth much ; would she be able to go to the expense of that appeal ?
I  think, if it were a deserving case, the people wanting to employ the woman would do so.

1235. B y  the Hon. J . Sternberg .— Would not an appeal to the M inister meet the case ?— The 
M inister may be here to-day and gone to-morrow. I  think an appeal to the County Court is best.

1236. T h a t entails a good deal of expense ?— T hat is the danger of the clause certainly. There 
should be some independent person outside to decide.

1237. B y  the Hon. the Chairman .— Is the whole of the time of the 30 or 40 hands working outside 
employed ?— I  th ink so.
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take work from us ; w hat does she earn a week ? ” She said— 66 About £ 1  a w eek.” I  said— “  Could 
she do without you ? ” She said — “ I  fetch the work and bring the work home. I  help my mother.” The 
mother does the domestic duties. I t  would be very hard in a case of that kind i f  you prevented that 
woman having the help of her daughter ; and that is one case of thousands.

1239. B y  the Hon. H. Cuthbert.—W hat was the age of the daughter ?— About sixteen, I should
say.

1240. You think, in the event of that mother applying for a permit, and that permit being refused 
by the Chief Inspector, it would be a hardship ?— I think it would be cruel.

1241. H as it come within your knowledge that any considerable number o f persons in fair circum
stances take in work sim ply to increase their pocket-money ?— N ot to our knowledge. I think the people 
who take work from us are very hard-working deserving people, working at their profession to get a 
living, not for pocket-m oney. That is my experience.

1242. D o you think it possible for the Board to fix the lowest price for work outside ?— I think so, 
if it seeks advice from persons interested and is guided by reason. The great bone of contention in the 
out-door labour has always been that it has a tendency to lower wages. It has been my experience in 
England that it has done so, and if we had a large influx of poor people here it would do so too.

1243. The price having been fixed would it be evaded or maintained ?— I think it would be main
tained j if not, the people would have to be punished.

1244. If the Board could fix the prices for outside labour why cannot they do it for inside labour ? 
— It is so different. Y ou are dealing with single people outside. The garment is cut in the factory and 
trimmed, and the bundle is handed to the woman to make, and you can say how much she w ill get for 
making that garment. Inside you have cutters, machinists, and pressers, and so on«
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1245. Do you th ink  the  Board should have the power of deciding the hours of labour ?—I th ink eight 
hours a day is a fair day’s work.

1246. H ave you heard of th a t being evaded at a ll? — I  do not know about outside. W e work from 
half-past eight to half-past five, and give half-an-hour at m id-day for lunch.

1247. How would you deal w ith overtime ?—I t  occurs so very seldom th a t I  th ink  a little  leniency 
should be shown to people who require th is concession. I  th ink  the condition in the  English A ct would 
meet the case.

1248. W ould you in  every case w here overtime was required apply to the inspector for a perm it ?—
I  do not th ink  so.

1249. H ow  would the Chief Inspector have the means of ascertaining th a t the 30 days in the 
tw elve months had not been exceeded ?— A  record would have to be kept, and if people evaded the A ct you 
would strip  them  of,their licence and prevent them getting  their living.

1250. Do you have to keep a record of the  hours of work in the factory ?— No ; you have to keep 
a record of the work given out. T here would be no difficulty in keeping a record of the tim e, so th a t people 
should not infringe the law.

1251. Do you approve of the  clause providing th a t the num ber o f improvers shall be limited by the 
Board ?— I  th ink so. M r. Ord stated  there 'were 30 factories paying no wages. I  th ink if those 
apprentices were placed under some restrictions th a t would be overcome quite easily. No apprentice 
should enter a factory  under 2s. 6d. a week. You m ight go a little  farther perhaps, because when a girl 
had been there six m onths she m ight be turned away. Y ou m ight fix the wages th a t apprentices and 
improvers should receive. T h is is all experim ental legislation, and may be very dangerous ; but, as it 
seems to be the desire of every one th a t the condition of out-door w orkers should be improved, it  m ight 
be tried.

1252. Y ou th ink  th a t not only should the 2s. 6d. be mentioned, bu t there should be a graduated 
sca le?—Yes, certainly, every six m onths, say for three years, and then she becomes a full-grown working 
woman.

1253. H ow  can you compel an employer to keep her on ?— Y ou cannot compel him  to keep her on, 
bu t if he does keep her on then you can compel him  to give her a fair wage. I  suggest th a t 5s., 7s. 6d., 
and 10s. would be a fair th ing  for the  employer, and a t the  end of the  time she gets full wages.

1254. W ould you apply th a t to appren tices?— I do not th ink  there  are apprentices taken in 
clothing factories. You take a young g irl a t 2s. 6d., and then if she is com petent her wages are raised, and 
keep on rising until she gets full wages.

1255. I t  is to the  in terest of the employer to keep the best of them  and increase their wages ?— 
Certainly. Those who are not com petent m ust go to m ake room for com petent people.

1256. Y ou do not w an t the  A c t to compel the employer to retain  incom petent people ?— No, 
certainly not. I  do not approve of fining a girl or wom an 10s. if she takes out work contrary to the Act, 
and giving the  employer th ree m onths’ im prisonm ent.

1257. H ow  would you punish a person ?— I  do not th in k  there should be imprisonment for the 
evasion of th is A ct. I f  you strip  a man of his licence and prevent a factory from  tak ing  in work tha t is 
sufficient. I t  has been explained to me th a t some other person m ight get the licence and work in the 
factory. T h a t applies also to insolvency, but no one likes to go insolvent, and no one likes to have a 
licence taken away.

1258. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— In  other words you th ink  the penalties are excessive ?— I  think 
they  are monstrous.

1259. B y  the H on. H . C uthbert.—H ow  would you deal w ith  the  10s. f in e?—Simply take the 
perm it away after the th ird  offence.

1260. T h is relates to persons who have not a perm it ?— I f  they  have not a permit, and they are 
w orking continuously contrary to the A ct, the fine is not sufficient. So far as th is clause is concerned it 
seems class legislation.

1261. I t  m ight be fair enough for a first offence ?— C ertainly.
1262. Y ou would increase it for a second or th ird  offence ?— I  am ra th e r opposed to taxing people 

who are try ing  to get w ork. I  would ra th e r make them  get a perm it.
1263. Supposing they are n o tin  a position to get a perm it, or a proper case has not been made out 

for gran ting  a perm it ; they can get work inside a factory, but they  w ill not take  it, and they work out
side in contravention of the A c t ?— Such a sta te  of th ings would be impossible, because no m anufacturer 
could give a woman work unless she produced a permit. I t  would only be under false pretences th a t she 
could get it. Clause 4 deals w ith that.

1264. T h a t affects the m anufacturer, bu t the  person who does take the work out w ithout a perm it 
is offending against the A ct ?— Y es, but is it not unfair to give the m anufacturer three m onths and fine the 
woman 10s. ? T he  one thing I  have the g reatest objection to is the interference w ith inside work.

1265. B y  the H on. S . A u stin .— Do you approve of the weekly half-holidays ?— Yes ; we knock off 
a t tw elve on Saturdays.

T h e  w itness withdrew.

Jo h n  C. Benfold examined.
1266. B y  the H on. the C hairm an.— W h at are you?— C lothing m anufacturer. I  represent II. 

W eenen, clothing and cap m anufacturer, Gripps-street, Collingwood.
1267. H ow  m any years’ experience have you had ?— A bout twelve years.
1268. Y ou have had a copy of the B ill ?— Yes.
1269. W hat is your general opinion of it  ?—I t  is som ething th a t is absolutely necessary ; we w ant 

something to improve the condition of w orkm en at the  presen t time. I  fancy, however, there are several 
clauses th a t w ant some alteration.

1270. W hat do you th ink  of the appointm ent of Boards ?— T he Board is appointed to fix the wage, 
but as far as in-door work is concerned I  th ink  it  would he alm ost impossible for the Board to fix the wage 
or proper price for work. A s far as out-door work is concerned I  th ink  it  is absolutely necessary that we 
should have a Board to fix prices. I  believe the  greater part of this evil of poor prices and badly paid 
people has been brough t about by out-door labour,



out door^**  ^ ° W man^  ^a-nds y ° u emPloy ' —About 140 inside ; we very seldom employ any one

1272. You cannot speak from practical experience of the effect of this out-door work ?— Yes. I  
ave seen a great ceal of out-door work in my experience in different factories in the city. We always

o—  opportunity of w atching the effect of a thing in our business. In years past we have given  work

1273. W hat has been the effect of giv ing out work ?— The people who do the out-door work, if 
th ings are a bit quiet, w ill come to the manufacturer and offer to do the work for a little less than he is 
giving. N atu ially , a clothing manufacturer has to g ive them the work, because he knows i f  he does not 
they w ill go to some one else who w ill get the work done cheaper ; then another one comes and cuts the 
price low er again,

1274. Those are the  middlemen ?— Yes.
1275. Do any of the private workers come to you direct?— Decidedly.
1276. R ather than be w ithout work they prefer to take a lower price?—Yes.
1277. Do you th ink  it advisable that workers should work in a factory rather than outside?— I  do, 

but I  th ink  it is necessary to have a certain amount of out-door labour. In  case of affliction, where women 
cannot come inside, I  th ink it would be a great sin and shame to stop them from getting a livelihood. 
Permits^ should be granted in cases of tha t sort, but a very strict supervision should be kept over the  issue 
of perm its to out-door work.

1278. T he perm its should be issued by the Chief Inspector ?— Yes.
1279. Supposing he refused, would you give any appeal from his decision ?— M ost decidedly. I  do 

no t th ink  a power of th a t sort should be left in the hands of one man j not th a t I  think, for one moment, 
th a t it  would not be justly  dealt w ith, but I  th ink it would be better to have some power of appeal.

1280. A re there not also cases where domestic duties, such as the care of young children, may 
render it  impossible for the  m other to go into a factory ?—I  th ink if it was a deserving case it could be left 
to the inspector.

1281. B y  the Hon. J . Sternberg.— W hat are the class of people who work outside at present ; are 
they  people who have come down in the world or people who are m aking pocket-money ?— I  do not think 
m any of them  are w orking for the  sake of pocket-money ju st now. I  th ink it  is more a case of] necessity 
a t present. I  have known cases in years past where girls have done a good amount of work simply for 
the sake of pocket-money, bu t I  have not noticed th a t in the last two or three years.

1282. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat would you do in the case where a mother w ith two or 
th ree daughters preferred to keep her daughters a t home— would you refuse a perm it and compel them  to 
go into the factory ?— Yes, decidedly. I  th ink  there are respectable factories, and respectable girls in th e  
factories in Melbourne, and I  th ink  it  would be better for the girls to be in a factory, better for the work, 
for the work-people, for the m anufacturer, and for the quality of the work turned out.

1283. You would compel them  to go into a factory or not have work ?— E xcept in certain cases. 
I  fully understand th a t course may create a certain amount of hardship, but our endeavour is to raise the 
tone of the  work-people, to improve their position if possible, and if  a  few suffer we cannot help it. In  
anything we do some one m ust suffer, bu t we m ust look to the benefit of the  majority.

1284. B y  the Hon. N . Thornley.— W here will the consumer be ; w ill not all this tend to raising 
prices ?—I  th ink  the prices will be raised so slightly th a t it will make very little difference indeed. Mr. 
Cooke said it  m ight raise th e  price of a  su it 2s.; he afterw ards said a very small difference in the price of 
a  garm ent would make all the  difference lo the  worker. I f  you give a penny more on each garm ent it only 
means a difference of 3d. on a suit. B y the  time the consumer gets it  it m ight make a difference of 6d., 
and the  position of the purchaser would be so improved th a t they  would be in a better position to pay th a t 
Is. or 6d. more. I t  would not do to so raise the price th a t it would cause the price of the garment to be 
greatly  increased, because then we place ourselves in the dangerous position of allowing the imported 
article to come in, w hich is simply pu tting  another tax  on us. From  my own experience, I  find the work
people in the  factories are not badly paid. T hey work their eight hours a day, get their half-holiday a 
week, and they earn a fair wage as a rule. E very  one in a factory knows w hat the others are getting ; 
th ey  even know w hat the  employers are getting, and they see th a t they get a reasonable wage ; but it is 
the  out-door work, w here M rs. Brown is pu t against M rs. Jones, and Mrs. Jones against some one else, tha t 
does th e  mischief, and the price is continually brought down. I  feel assured tha t if the out-door work is 
stopped it  w ill tend to greatly improve the condition of the work-people.

1285. T he  only sufferers would be the out-door workers ?— A  few  of the out-door workers m ight 
suffer, bu t I  th ink  in tim e the th ing  would find its own level. The people who can work in factories will 
find room in the factories. I  w ish I  had to extend my factory to find room for more hands ; I  would be 
very pleased to do it.

1286. B y  the Hon. S. A u stin .— From  your experience in factories there is nothing th a t any mother 
can reasonably object to in sending her daughters there ?—No, taking them  as a whole. I f  there is a 
factory th a t is not respectable do not let a m other send her daughters there. They are p retty  well known.

1287. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W ould you prevent by an A ct of Parliam ent a woman working
a t her home after she has done her eight hours a t the factory ?— T h at is a very hard m atter to solve
She would not have a perm it. . . A. ,.

1288. T here  is nothing in the  A ct to prevent her getting a permit ; i t  would be a t the discretion 
of the inspector ?— There is a clause in the A ct to stop her getting a permit. She m ust show ju st cause 
for having a  perm it ; and if she is working eigh t hours in a factory she could not show ju s t cause.

1289. B y  the Hon. S . A u stin .— Is  much work taken home by the factory hands at present t— Xrom  
our own factory very little  indeed. I  cannot speak personally of the other factories. (

1290. B y  the Han. the Chavnnam,.— W hat do you think of overtime ?—I  consider th a t a manufac
tu rer should be allowed to w ork overtime. In  the  sta te  of trade a t the present time we ave very o ten
to  execute an order in a certain time. Sometimes we get a line of clothing th a t may be wanted for a oat 
on Friday, and we receive it  on Tuesday, and by the  time we have received the permit to work overtime 
F riday  has come and gone, and the  line is delayed. _

1291. Is  there any avoidable delay in obtaining the permit ?— There is always a certain amount or
delay.



1292. B y  the Hon. S . A u stin .— W ould it not be possible to meet that by putting  on ex tra  
hands ?— No. You cannot alw ays get ex tra  hands. I t  is a very difficult m atter to get hands. Some
times, even a t the present time, it is very  difficult to get some classes of hands, slack as w ork is. I  have 
been advertising for days for experienced m achinists and cannot get them.

1293. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— W hat has become of them  ?— I  do not know.
1294. B y  the E on. J . Sternberg.— Is the pay so small th a t they cannot make a living by it ?—

I fancy a num ber of girls who have been in the factories have gone out and are doing a little  a t home, and 
are satisfied w ith the w ork they are doing at home.

1295. B y  the E on . the Chairm an.— The effect of your idea would be to compel those who are doing 
this work a t home to come into the factories ?— Yes, if they  able to w ork. I  th ink  there may be a certain 
amount of hardship  about it ; bu t it is for the benefit of the  w orking people as a body, and for the manu
facturers too.

1296. Y ou approve of the E nglish  system  of allowing m anufacturers to work overtime three days 
a week, providing it  does not exceed 30 days in the year w ithout a perm it ?— No ; th a t would scarcely 
suit us. W e have had to apply for perm its for a m onth at times.

1297. You can still apply for a perm it ?— Yes, then I  w ould most decidedly agree to that.
1298. W hat about paying for overtime ?— W e have alw ays paid time and a half. I  have no objection

to that.
1299. B y  the H on. E .  Cuthbert.— Some people say th a t time and a half is too m uch ; they say it 

should be reduced to time and a quarter ?— W e have always paid tim e and a half.
1300. B y  the E on. the Chairman.— Do you th ink one Board would be sufficient, or should there be 

three Boards ?— I th ink  if you had three Boards it  would be very good for the Boards, if they were paid.
1301. B y  the E on . J . Sternberg.— W ould the work be very hard on the Boards ?— No, except in the 

case of the Board th a t has the duty of fixing the prices. I  think they w ill have all they can do to do it 
satisfactorily. I  would go so far as to say it will be impossible for any Board to fix the price of any work 
done in the factories. E very  m anufacturer has a different way of doing his work, a style of his own of 
m anufacturing his stuff, and how is any Board going to understand th a t m an’s business, and tell him w hat 
he shall pay for this and th a t and the other. I  myself, as an experienced man, would not th ink of going to 
Mr. Sniders’ factory, or M r. Bow ley’s, and telling them  w hat they should allow for a certain class of work. 
I  consider th a t the employes in the factories will fix the prices themselves.

1302. B y  the E on. J . S ternberg.— T hen you consider the Board will be a dead letter ?— E xcep t as 
to outside work. W e m ust have a Board for outside work. T h a t can be fixed, but w ith  inside work you 
may have one m anufacturer much cleverer than  another. T h a t man can work his factory to great advantage 
and pay his girls good wages, bu t he has an improved system  of pu tting  his work through. I f  you tell him 
w hat he is to pay, he m ight ju s t as well have no brains a t all. You place every man on the same level at 
once.

1303. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— H ow  would you appoint the Board?— I t  is a very difficult m atter to 
answer. I f  we appoint a Board of, say, two of the  m anufacturers and two representatives of the employes, 
the two m anufacturers would m ost decidedly m ake the prices to suit them selves and their own style of 
working.

1304. A s against the employer or against their com petitors?— Probably against their com petitors.
1305. B y  the E on . N . Thornley.— Do you m ake more profit out of out-door w ork than  inside 

w ork ?— I  do not know  th a t they  m ake more profit, bu t if you take  two m anufacturers, one has a large 
factory for w hich he pays a considerable amount of rent. H e has several thousand pounds sunk in 
machinery, and perhaps he is runn ing  a gas engine at a certain expense. A ll th a t tends to improve the 
health  of the workers. A nother m anufacturer keeps a small place, ju st a room sufficiently large to do his 
cutting  and trimming, and he sends his work out to B ill, Tom, and H arry , and gets it done a t a much lower 
price than  he could get it  done in-doors. T h a t man can afford to dispose of his stuff a t a m uch lower 
price than  the legitim ate m anufacturer who has buildings and m achinery and pays his hands fair wages.

1306. Then the effect of the B ill would be to dispose of the sm all m anufacturer ?— No ; he has an 
opportunity of taking a factory and getting  machinery.

1307. T h a t requires cap ita l?— Probably  some of the m anufacturers have the  capital and still do 
th is thing. I t  is an advantage to the w orkers to be in a factory, because they  are able to earn more.

1308. B y  the H on. S . W . Cooke.—A re you in favour of separate Boards for the different districts, 
or one Board for the whole colony ?— I  should th ink  one Board for the whole colony would be sufficient.

1309. W ould the price of outside work have to be a ltered  yery frequently ?— I  do not th ink  so.
1310. The Board would not have to sit continuously ?— No ; decidedly not.

The ivitness w ithdrew.

Jo e l B arne tt examined.

1311. B y  the E on. the Chairman.— W hat are you ?— A  clothing m anufacturer.
1312. How long have you been in the trade ?— N early 30 years. I  was in one of the largest clothing 

houses in London, and I  have been here m anufacturing about nineteen years*
1313. W hat is your general opinion of the B ill ?— T aking  the tw o principal clauses, 16 and 1 / , 

dealing w ith  the clothing trade, I  th ink  instead of im proving the condition of the workers those clauses will 
injure it, more especially the perm it system , because I  believe there are a larger number of hands deriving 
great benefits from out-door w ork th an  there are who feel it an injustice, or are under a disadvantage. I  
believe the la tte r are a long w ay in the  m inority.

1314. W ould there be any objection to com pelling them  to go into factories ?— On their part I  
think so. I  do not know th a t there would be such a great objection on the part of the employers. There 
are a large num ber of married women w orking outside factories.

1315. H ow  many hands have you ?— A bout 90.
1316. H ow  many of those are inside ?— A bout 44. I  hold th a t every m arried woman has domestic 

duties, looking after her home and her children and her husband. T here  are m any women who supplem ent 
the incomes of the husbands by the ir work a t home, and it is alm ost an  absolute necessity th a t they should



do some work at home. Their husbands are only employed, in many instances, for a few months out of the 
year. The majority of them have children. I f  they are compelled to go into factories they will necessarily 
leave their children either in some of the creches in the neighbourhood, or in the care of the neighbours, or 
the other members of the family, and I  th ink th a t would be very wrong. I  do not think their condition 
would be improved by coming inside factories. I  think it  will do them  harm.

1317. In  w hat way ?— The majority of them could not possibly come in, and a large number of 
the unmarried girls will not come in under any circumstances, so you compel them to lead a life of idleness. 
I f  it improved them in any way I would advocate their coming in, but I  do not think so. They do netw ork 
any longer hours than those inside, neither do they get less pay. So far as those restrictions upon the 
industry  are concerned, I  th ink it all hinges upon the question of wages. I f  the hands were paid better I  do 
not th ink we should have heard anything about this Bill a t all. We have never yet had any definite under
standing w ith  regard to the cause of this thing. Personally, I  think sweating comes from the high duties.

1318. Do you th ink so much work being done outside has had the effect of reducing wages ?—I  
hardly th ink so. I  th ink it is a question of supply and demand. I t  is the old thing over again. I f  
two men want one m aster the price goes down ; if  two m asters want one man the price goes up. The Bill 
m ight do something to improve their condition, and prevent prices going lower, but under existing circum
stances I  do not th ink  they are so badly paid. I t  would appear the evidence taken in regard to this 
sweating has been taken in a very haphazard way. You have no facts or statistics to prove anything, only 
a few isolated cases where you find people working for low wages and long hours at night. The informa- 
tion you get is not always from the most reliable source. As far as the hands are concerned, you frequently 
find among the people earning the highest wages the most squalor and poverty. I  was asked by some 
charitable ladies to give an old lady, some 65 years of age, a little work to do. I  told them this woman 
was very incom petent ; she could not do the work. They said— “ Out of charity’s sake give her a few 
garments, th a t she may earn a few shillings.” And when I  consented this old lady could not make more 
than 5s. a week. I f  the gentlemen who investigated this m atter had come across this old lady, and she 
had told them she was 65 years and could only make 5s. a week, tha,t would be a splendid case for the 
agitation a t once.

1319. B y  the Hon. N . Thornley .— W hat is the average pay of your outside w orkers?— £ 1  to 25s. a 
week, th a t is for eight hours a day. I f  I  were to place on this table a coat that I  paid Is. 6 d. for, an 
inexperienced person looking at it by the side of a coat th a t I  paid 10s. for would think it was a 
dreadful th ing to pay such a price, but the workers themselves would probably prefer to make th a t for 
Is. 6 d. to making the other one at 10s. My idea is that the m anufacturers themselves, in all the different 
industries, should meet and discuss these things, th rash  out all the details of the question, and endeavour 
to settle it ; and I  believe they would do so. The most of them are honorable men who desire to do right 
to their employes, and to arrive at a minimum price ; but even w ith a description of how the article is to 
be made, an unscrupulous man may give the minimum price for an article and get the largest amount of 
work he can. H aving fixed the price they could then ask Parliam ent to legalize it. I t  must be better for 
it to come from practical men than  from a Board who know nothing about it.

1320. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— The evidence so far is in favour of a Board being appointed by 
the masters on the one hand and the men on the other %— Yes ; but under this Bill it takes in the tailoring 
establishm ents of Collins-street, where they make the best work, and the tailoring establishments of Bourke- 
street, where they make second-class work, as well as the factories. I f  a tailor of Collins-street were on 
tha t Board he could not arrange a schedule of prices for my factory. Then again, a garment made in a 
clothing factory passes through some five, six, seven, or eight different hands. Each portion is paid for 
separately. I f  th a t was paid for a t piece-work rate the Board would have to arrange a price for each 
portion of th a t particular garment.

1321. The hands in the meantime being paid weekly wages ?—No, piece-work.
1322. B y  the Hon. J. M . P ra tt.— Is your’s principally piece-work ?— Yes.
1323. B y  the Hon. the Chairmam.— W ould not the cases you refer to of private working where a 

woman is e n g a g e d  in domestic duties, and can only give a portion of her time to working, be met by this 
portion of a clause in the recent legislation a t home— “ The exercise in a private house or private room by 
the family dwelling therein, or by any of them, of manual labour for the purpose of gain in or incidental to 
some of the purposes of th is A ct in th a t behalf mentioned shall not of itself constitute such house or room 
a workshop where the labour is exercised a t irregular intervals and does not furnish the whole or principal 
means of living to such fam ily.” Would there be many such cases where it does not constitute the whole 
or principal means of living ?— I  do not th ink so. I  am almost sure, from my experience, that the majority 
of them work to live only. I t  is not a  question of supplementing their income for luxury ; it is a question 
of working to live, of working for their bread and butter. I  feel certain if th a t righ t was taken away from 
those people they would of necessity become a burden to the State in some shape or form.

1324. T h a t would apply as far as a married woman was concerned, her work would necessarily be 
at irregular intervals ?—Yes, and for th a t reason you cannot arrive a t any conclusion how long a woman 
has been at work. If  an inspector w ent into the house of a woman at ten o clock at night and found er 
working he m ight conclude th a t th a t woman had been at work all day ; but she might not have commenced 
until after tea ; or she may have been idle all day, and not done anything till eight o’clock a t night, lh a v e  
questioned my hands, and I  find most of them  do not work more than eight hours. Some do work more 
than eight hours, but they earn more money ; they earn what I  consider more than a fan wage.

1325. W ill this Bill prevent that ?— I  do not th ink so. I  think the Bill is suiroun e wi some 
danger to the m anufacturers. A  woman may apply to me or my clerk for work, and he wou as ler
“ H ave you got a perm it.” She presents a perm it and th a t is sufficient, but she may P£ SS1 J  ave 
borrowed th a t perm it. There may be two or three in the same family of the same name, or s e may ave 
a neighbour w ith a permit, and a woman w ith  three or four children dependent upon her does not scrupe  
about*a thing of tha t sort. This thing may occur a dozen times in a week, so I  am afraid we should all be
in sraol in six months. ^

1 3 2 6 . B y  the lion . II , Cuthbert.—Look at sub-clause 8  of section 16, tha t is a saving clause tor you .
 Yes but we m ight not be able to prove it to the satisfaction of the inspector.

’ 1327. I t  is t°  the satisfaction of the court of petty  sessions) would it not be a reasonable precaution
if a man said— '16 W here is your perm it” and the permit is produced ?— There is only my clerk’s word against



the woman and there may be collusion. The clerk may be charitably disposed, and give the woman work ; 
and in all th a t there is danger to the m anufacturer. I  do not doubt tha t the inspector would deal fairly 
but I  do not th ink  the D epartm ent would have time to investigate the cases where a woman applies. Surely 
out of the hundreds of workers it would be pu tting  a very heavy duty on the inspector or his officers, to 
investigate every case in the way you should do when you take away a woman’s righ t to live.

1328. B y  the Hon. the Chairman. You are not in favour of permits ?— No ; nor in favour of any
th ing which puts such a terrible restriction on trade. M ost of us know th a t the industries here, especially 
the clothing industries, are in a languishing condition at present, and all those restrictions would interfere 
w ith firms coming here to start any enterprise ; they would object to be governed by a Board in conducting 
their enterprise. My fear is th a t the present state of things w ill get worse, and I  w ant something done to 
prevent it getting worse.

1329. H ow  would you do th a t ?— T he m anufacturers in each particular industry should find some 
means and then ask the G overnm ent to legalize it.

1330. W ere the m anufacturers consulted by the G overnm ent before this B ill was drafted ?— I do not 
th ink so.

1331. B y  the Hon. J . M . Pratt.— W hen trade is depressed would not the m anufacturers meeting 
and determ ining prices mean a limited employment ?— N ot less employment, but better pay for it.

1332. The men would have better pay for the tim e they do work, even if they worked less ? Yes ;
in endeavouring to have a minimum wage, the employers would be better able to do it, because they would 
have the technical knowledge of the details. I t  is quite possible th a t women m ight borrow permits, because 
I  have known them  to borrow garm ents of a superior make and present them as their own make.

1333. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat is your opinion as to overtime ?— I  th ink an employer should 
be compelled to pay his employes time and a half, and give them  tea money. T h at would be sufficient 
protection for the employe, and also prevent his w orking some too much and others too little. The fact 
of the employer having to pay time and a half, and having to give them tea money, would deter him 
from doing so if he could get ex tra  labour during the day by tak ing  on those who are out of employment.

1334. W ould you be in favour of an A ct th a t required you to apply for a permit every time you 
worked overtime ?— C ertainly not, because in th a t case the necessity for the overtime may be gone before 
you get the perm it. W e sometimes get orders for W estern A ustralia  to be ready for a particular boat, and 
if  we had to w ait for a permit the boat m ight be gone.

1335. W ould the  E ng lish  clause meet the case, giving the righ t to work w ithout a permit three 
days a week, not more than  30 days a year ?— Yes, I  would say they should not work more than six hours 
a week overtime. I  am quite certain th a t if an employer has to pay th a t ex tra  amount of pay for it he 
will not employ them  overtime if he can get more labour. I  think tha t would protect the hands.

1336. You th ink it would not require three days a week ?— No ; I  th ink that would be too much. 
I f  you work hands too long at n ight they cannot work properly the n ex t day. Y ou have to burn the gas and 
fuel, and there is no profit. One day a week of eight hours would be ample. I  think six hours a week is 
quite enough.

1337. W hat about lim iting the number of apprentices and improvers ?—I  hardly know how to 
answer th a t question. I  do not th ink  a man should be allowed to employ any number of apprentices, 
because he has an advantage over one who does not employ them. I  th ink there should be a limit to the 
number of apprentices.

1338. B y  the Hon. N . Thornley.— W h at has been the effect of out-door labour on the inside labour? 
— I do not th ink it has had any injurious effect upon it. T he factories are always open to those hands 
who like to come in. W ith the tailoring trade there are a large num ber of ta ilo rs’ shops who only have 
room for four, five, or six men inside and the equipm ents of their trade ; those tailors might require a 
dozen men, and m ight have to leave their premises if they had to bring them  all inside. There are also 
men in delicate health, who may get a very good wage for m aking coats outside. I  know a man who can 
get 30s. for m aking a coat. H e takes it home and makes it a t his leisure. I f  he does not feel well he can 
ie down, and go on again when he feels better. H e has not those advantages in a tailor’s shop.

1339. T h a t would be a case where he would have a perm it ?— I  do not th ink he wuuld get a permit; 
he is not prevented from working by bodily affliction, though he may be a delicate man. I  know one or 
tw o instances of first-class men who look out only for the best work and do it at home.

1340. You do not th ink the outside work has any injurious effect upon wages earned inside ?—
I  do not th ink  so. I  do not pay the out-door hands any less than I  pay the in-door ones. I have only 
one class of work made inside my factory. In  the appointm ent of a Board, the Board may fix the prices 
so high th a t we w ill not get any work to do. I f  we have to charge the warehouses an increased price on 
these garm ents, they m ight find it  to their advantage to im port them. W ith regard to the number of 
Boards, I  th ink there should only be one Board for the whole of the colony.

1341. T he Board would consist of m anufacturers, and they would not care to kill the trade ?— They 
would be gentlemen appointed by the Governor in Council.

1342. Would you prefer their being appointed by the Governor in Council, or by the manufacturers 
and the w orkm en?— U ndoubtedly the la tte r ; but I am of opinion it would be u tterly  impossible for them 
to act; the difficulties are really insurm ountable.

1343. The customer really determines the p rice; he will not buy a t a price beyond w hat he can 
go ?—E xactly . A  Board m ight make the prices so th a t the warehouses would not take the articles. 
T hey would say— “ We will have no locally-made clothing a t all ; we will im port it .”

1344. You have only to put the price up enough to compel them  to im port ?— Yes. The reason I
would have a Board for the whole of the colony is th a t there would be a danger in the districts where the 
woollen mills are. I f  you had a Board in Geelong, the Board in Geelong would fix the prices much lower 
than  the Melbourne Board, and it would pay to make the clothing up in Geelong, B allarat, or Castlemaine 
instead of having it made here. I f  the price were made lower in Geelong or B allarat, where the tweed was 
made, they would have an advantage over M elbourne, and could produce the garm ents at a much lower rate.

The witness withdrew.

A djourned till half-past Ten o’clock on Friday nest*



Members 'present:

The Hon. Lieut-Col. S i r  F. T. S a r g o o d , K .C.M .G ., in the Chair ;
The Hon. S. Austin

H . Cuthbert 
N . Thornley

The Hon. J .  A. Wallace 
W. I. W inter-Irving.

H enry Fow ler examined.
1345. B y  the H on . the Chavrmam.— W hat are you ?— A  tailor, and secretary of the Tailors’ Union.
1346. H ave you seen a copy of the Bill ?— Yes. I  have looked through it.
134/. W hat is your opinion generally of the Bill ?—I  paid more attention to the part that refers 

to our own trade than to any other. Our society particularly wish for a clause providing that all work 
should be done on the prem ises; no permits to he given under any circumstances.

1348. W hat is to be done w ith those who cannot come into factories ?.— In our trade, the respectable 
portion of it  is different from factories. There are no old women or widows who w ant to work outside. We 
deal w ith the best trade, and we have nothing of that sort to contend w ith. I t  is simply men who are able 
to work in shops, and we wish them to be compelled to work in them.

1349. You wish to compel the employers to provide accommodation on the premises w hether they 
have it now* or not ?— E xactly .

1350. B u t if they have not got it ?— There are some who have not got the accommodation on the 
premises, but they get it away from the premises— the best part of them have it. Some of them get nearly 
all the work done out, and let the top part of the premises for offices.

1351. I f  they have not got the accommodation on their present premises they will have to rent 
premises ?—Yes, ju s t as some of them do now. In  our society, if any of the members are sick and not fit to 
work in a shop, and prefer to work at home, we consult w ith the employer to see if  he will allow it, and if 
so, we allow the man to take the work home for a time to see if it will do him any good—that we could 
regulate betwreen the employers and ourselves. As a rule, those who have the work done upon the 
premises do not care about giving any out—it would be only under extraordinary circumstances they would 
do it. In  those isolated cases we would allow permits. ‘

1352. W ho would have to judge of th a t ?— The men and the employers.
1353. You go outside the law  ?— Yes, we would not care about touching the law. I t  has been the 

system since the establishm ent of the society, 23 years ago, and it always worked well. The privilege has 
alw ays been granted where it  could be proved tha t it was requisite.

1354. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— How is the trade carried on now as a ru le?—W e have a log to 
work by, which log has been established for 23 years. I  have one with me now. I t  has never been 
changed, and has given entire satisfaction to both employers and employes. There are some trifling things 
we could alter, but both sides are afraid to touch i t ; they prefer it to remain as it is. 1  have never worked 
in a place where I  was requested to work for a halfpenny less than the log. A fter it was signed we met the 
employers at the Athenaeum, and it  was requested by the employers tha t I  should call the union men 
together in the course of a tw elvem onth to see if anything wanted revising. I  wrote to all parts of the 
world for logs, and got logs from  them. I  wrote to the employers asking them to meet us, and I received 
an answ er back th a t they were perfectly satisfied w ith the log and did not wish it touched, and it has never 
been'touched.

1355. A re the prices as good now as they were 23 years ago?—W e have three prices, so that 
three classes of employers could adhere to them— 10d., l id . ,  and Is. per hour. The common class of trade 
in some of the firms has been reduced to 1 0 d., but the best is still Is. ; and I  presume, as soon as the effects 
of the “ boom ” are over and things get busy, i t  will revert to the old price.

1356. Do the employers find accommodation for the tailors ?—E verthing tha t is required.
1357. There has been no complaint ?— None, as far as I  hear.
1358. So far as your trade is concerned you do not w ant any alteration in the present arrangement ? 

—There are a good many of the shops tha t do not belong to the society who are able to pay log prices, but 
ju s t at the present time they do not. A  good many of them give the work out, and we wish them to be 
compelled to have the work done on the premises. One or two of the respectable shops give a man or two 
work out, and we wish them to be brought in also.

1359. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat is your objection to the work being given out? The 
cheapness; the log is not kept by them. One firm, about a twelvemonth ago, broke up their establishment; 
they belonged to th is log from its commencement, and they sent every bit of the work out. Some of it 
was made in such a questionable place th a t it would open your eyes if I  mentioned it; the things were or one 
of the judges of the court— the wages were reduced nearly one-half by a firm that is able to pay as well as
any firm in town. .

1360. Did they require the space for any other portion of their business ?— No, they put the very 
worst trade th a t they can make up in it— the slops. There was room in other parts of t e muse, w uc i 
were empty, so the men inform me. I  waited upon one of the employers of the firm, and he told me t ie  
wages would not be touched; “ in fact,” he said, “ we would rather give them more, as they have to buy 
their own firing and pay ren t,”  which costs a man on an average 3s. 6 d. a week, but at t a very lme ie 
man m ust have know n it, th a t the men were sent away to be paid nearly half less than ney \vou i ia\ e 
got if they had finished the work in the shop—that is one thing tha t could be stopped.

1361. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.— You work under the union ?— Yes, all the respectable trade in 
town do. Some of the others would do it, but it has been a hard struggle w ith some of the itt e e.np oyeis, 
so  we have not interfered w ith them. The last year or two they have had as much as they could do o

keep g i 3 g2i the R o n  ^  Cfmi/rman _ w hsit do you think 0f the appointment of Boards to regulate 
prices ?■—W e have been always able to regulate that ourselves. I t  is only this cut-throat business or men 
taking work home, and getting their wives to help them, tha t hurts, because they can do it much cheaper 
than  we can. We have to work certain hours in a shop, and take a certain time for meals.

F a c t o r i e s . f



136o. A re you in favour of a Board being appointed to regulate prices ?— W e have been always able 
to regulate th a t ourselves.

1364. B y  the H on. J  A . 'Wallace.— You do not w ant to have anything to do w ith the Factories
A c t ? Yes ; we took it  up first to get the  poor women done justice to. I t  is our society th a t has been the
piim e mover in it. T he horrible cases we found w hen we w ent round some years ago were enough to 
m ake your hair stand on end. A t the  same tim e we wish a clause in to compel the work to be done on the 
premises.

136o. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— W h at class of cases do you describe as horrib le?— I  w ent into 
one house w here a child was lying ill of a fever. T he  man and woman w ere w orking, m aking a pair of 
trousers for a very respectable shop ; they  brought the child out in a cot and pu t it  alongside of them, so 
th a t they  could a ttend  to it and give it a drink. I t  was a very particular friend of mine, and a very clean 
house, but there was the fever, and the trousers w ere laid across the cot, ready to be taken up and used 
again, w ith  a ticket on them  show ing they  were for a M ember of Parliam ent. E very  garm ent th a t we 
get has a ticket on it  showing how it is to be made, w ith  extras and so on. . T he log starts a t a mere 
nominal th ing  and runs up w ith th e  ex tras to a good sum.

1366. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— A s far as you are concerned, you do not see any necessity for a
B oard?— Y es ; I  would not object to a Board. W e have been able to manage it ourselves so far, but I
th ink the Board would have a little  w eight w ith  it.

1367. Should th a t Board be appointed by the G overnor in Council or by the employers and 
employes ?—I  th ink  the la tte r would be the  best.

1368. B y  the Hon. H. Cuthbert.— T h ey  would very likely adopt those prices th a t have been in 
force for the last 23 years ?— Y es, I  have worked under them for 23 years.

1369. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat do you th ink  about overtime ?— I t  is very seldom we 
have overtime.

1370. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— Y ou do not object to overtime ?— W e ra ther object to it, but we 
are compelled to do it a t times. O ur trade is a very precarious one. A  gentlem an may order a garment and 
arrange to come in to try  it on a t a certain time. H e is not very punctual in try ing  it on, but when he does, 
he is particular about having it done in a particular time, and the employer is very anxious to get it for 
him .

1371. Is  it not an advantage to the w orkm an to have an ex tra  ra te  for overtime ?— Yes, I  th ink tha t 
would stop it a good deal.

1372. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— W hat rate would you h av e?— Tim e and a h a lf  would stop it 
altogether.

1373. W ould you lim it the num ber of hours in the  week th a t overtime may be required ; are you 
fam iliar w ith the Im perial A ct on the  subject, th a t provides th a t w ithout any perm it an employer may 
w ork th ree days in  the week in any one week, bu t not more than  30 days in any tw elve m onths ?— T hat 
would be extended over any part of the week th a t he liked to get it done.

1374. I t  is optional, but not more than  three days in any one week ?— Yes.
1375. B y  the Hon. II . Cuthbert.— I f  there  w ere th ree consecutive days, you see no . objection to 

th a t ?— No.
1376. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— Can you say anyth ing  about apprentices and improvers ?— T hat 

is a th ing  m ost of the employers set their faces against. Some shops have apprentices and others engage 
them  week by week, bu t I  do not th ink  it  w orks well. A s a rule apprentices are not taken, they are in 
some places where the small m asters can pay atten tion  to the boys, and when they  are out of their time 
they get drafted into the big shops.

1377. Do you mean for the “ bespoke” trade ?— Yes.
1378. T hen apprentices are necessary ?— Y e s ; there  m ust be apprentices or there  would be no men 

after a time.
1379. W ould you allow this Board to lim it the proportion of apprentices and im provers?— Yes, 

th a t would do no harm .
1380. B y  the Hon. I I .  Cuthbert.— H ave you improvers in your trade ?— Y es, bu t as a rule the 

employers do not care about them ; they  will allow  it a t times, but they  receive no benefit from it, th a t is 
the large employers.

1381. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Does clause 22 affect y o u ?— No, we would not be allowed to 
sleep in our place.

1382. Is  there anything else you w ish to refer to ? —No, except as regards the Factories A ct. I  
do not th ink  you can m ake it too stringent. A s to this fine feeling shown to widows and so on, th a t is 
mere nonsense. W hy do they not care for them  now w hen they have a free band?

1383. W ho are “ th e y ” ?— T he factory holders. W henever they can get a young woman the old 
one goes. I  have never seen any fine feeling w here the  old ones are concerned ; it is a m yth in all eases.

1384. U nless perm its are granted  a certain class of work-people, widows, or m others w ith  a number 
of children, would be absolutely prevented from w orking ?— Y ou would w ant a strong supervision over 
them.

1385. W ould you prevent them  having permits altogether ?— No, bu t have it under a very stringent 
rule. W e have felt th a t  they have been used as a means of reducing wages for those inside. A  man can 
send the work out and get it done for So-and-so, th a t is the cry, and if there were a little  restriction put 
upon that, it  would help them  to get a little  more money than  they  have been getting. I f  you look over 
our log you will find it a very perfect one ; there is no grum bling about it by the employers.

T h e  witness w ithdrew.

Samuel H arrison examined.
1386. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— W hat are you ?— Secretary of the C utters and T rim m ers’ A sso

ciation. I  have had a copy of the Bill and have looked through it.
1387. Does the C utters and Trim m ers’ Association refer to the “ bespoke ” trade ?— The union is for 

stock cutters ; th a t is the ordinary slops. I  m yself am not a slop cutter, but I  am in the union. I  con
sider the B ill to be a huge advance in the  rig h t direction, more than  anyth ing  we have ever had before.



1388. W hat do you think about the Board ?— I f  they are practical men and take into consideration 
the conditions which obtain in the different factories (the work being done in such dissimilar modes by the 
different factories) they can arrive at a decision, but one minimum would not do for the different 
factories.

. 1389. They would have to give varying prices to the different factories?— Yes, according to the 
mode in which the work is done.

1390. For the same article ?—Yes.
1391. How would you have uniform prices ?— You cannot have that unless you arrange uniformity 

of work. Take trousers finishing, in one factory they would be worth 5 s. a dozen to finish because very 
little is done by the machine. In another factory it would be nearly all done by machinery, so the cost 
would be much less.

1392. B y  the Hon. N . T'hornley.—W hat would the difference be in money ?—In  the one case it 
would be pretty nearly all m aking the trousers by hand.

1393. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.—Assuming the two cases of the work being done by different 
factories in different ways, in one case you would have one set of prices where a great deal of the labour 
was done by machinery, and in the other case a different set of prices ?— Yes, they would have to have a 
different set of prices for the two factories— no two factories work the same— the methods of doing the 
work are absolutely different.

1394. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— A part from the question of doing the work in a different manner, 
does the finished article come out about the same price ?—Yes, I  think so ; it might come a little cheaper 
where the more machinery was put into it.

1395. There would have to be two or more prices, according to the facility of making it ?— Yes.
1396. B y  the Hon. S . A ustin .— Would it be possible to get a competent Board to fix the prices 

satisfactorily to all parties ?— I t  would be very difficult to satisfy them all, I  suppose.
1397. Or to arrive at anything like a fair thing ?— You could fix the lowest price at which any one

should work a t a weekly wage ; all the machinery work is done by wages.
1398. B y  the Hon. the Chai/rma/n.— Would not the same principle apply in the boot trade, and yet

they have a log rig h t through there ?— I  am not well acquainted w ith the boot trade.
1399. The Board m ight have to fix varying prices for each factory ?—Yes, through weekly work 

they m ight be able to establish the prices.
1400. B y  the Hon. S. A u stin .— W here machinery is used you could arrive at the wages by seeing 

how many hours an employe was engaged in making a certain article, and fix the price according to the 
number of hours ?— T hat is the only thing you could do.

1401. B y  the Hon. the Chavrman.— You said this Bill would be a huge advance on any previous 
legislation, now you are staggered at the vast difficulties in connexion with the fixing of prices ?— Taking 
the Bill as a whole, it is a huge advance. There might be some little details that might be altered.

1402. Do you call fixing the prices a little  detail ?— Fixing the prices is the only thing.
1403. H ow would you fix the prices ?— By the parties concerned, the employers and the employes.
1404. W hat ought to be the strength of the Board ?—Five altogether would be ample ; two from 

each side and a chairman.
1405. W ould one Board be sufficient for the whole colony, or would you have Boards in separate 

districts ?— A  thing m ight be satisfactory in Melbourne, but if it were done in Ballarat or some other 
centre, the same Board would hardly be able to arrange i t ; the conditions would be quite different.

1406. Suppose a Board at B allarat fix a different price to the Board in Melbourne, how can you 
prevent a m anufacturer at B allarat selling to merchants or retailers in Melbourne ?— That is a contingency 
th a t is not likely to arise.

1407. Then put it the other way ?— W here the labour is most numerous they will always be able to 
manufacture under better conditions.

1408. You recognise the possibility of different logs being fixed by different Boards in different 
districts ?— Yes, I  would expect a different salary as an order cutter in B allarat or any other place to what 
I  get in Melbourne. I  would not go for the same salary as I  would work for in Melbourne.

1409. B y  the H on. H . Cuthbert.— W hy would you expect a larger wage ?—I  would consider the 
advantage of living in the metropolis is so much greater.

1410. On account of the amusements about Melbourne ?— No.
1411. Then where are the advantages ?— A man has a chance of changing from one position to 

another tha t he has not in the country. W hen a firm in the country want a man they want him from the 
city. They will not take him from a shop in the same district.

1412. B y  the Hon. J . A . Wallace.— Do they not generally take less salaries in the country than m 
town ?— I  do not th ink  so, unless a man is compelled to go up country and cannot get anything to do in

1413. B y  the Hon. the C h a m a n .— Should the same Board deal with prices, hours of labour, and 
apprentices and improvers, or would you have one Board for each ? No, I  think if a oar were appointe 
a t all they could deal w ith all the subjects, but I  am totally opposed to impi overs. . , ,

1414. W hy ?— Because they very frequently take a billet from a good man. I  know m the stock- 
cutting, when the union was flourishing, tha t was one of the principal things t  a t we arrange , an e 
employers could see the justice of it, th a t there should be no improvers, only appren ices an journeymen. 
When the apprentices were out of their time they became journeymen. T e impi overs weie we 
to remain for twelve months, and after that there were to be no more improvers. .

1415. H as tha t been observed ?—U ntil recently it was, but things have got so bad that there was 
no use in try ing to insist upon anything—things have to take their course.

1416. U nder the present subdivision of labour, an apprentice does not necessarily earn e ra e .
No but an apprentice will have to. In  making coats no one will apprentice a girl to sewing on buttons 
or m a k i n g  sleeve heads only, but if she went as an improver she would be put to work that she could do 
best ; if they go as apprentices to m aking coats they have to be taught coat-making right throng .

1417. W hat do you think of permits for outside work ?— I  believe as much work as possible should 
be done inside. _

1418. W hat does that mean?—A ll possible work should be done inside a factory.



H i d .  W ho 1S to ju d g e  w hether it is possible or not ?— I  do not th in k  the  men giving th e  w ork out 
should be allowed to  give it out except in  a  few cases. I  am not opposed to perm its as suggested in 
th is A ct.

1420. W ho is to decide as to  th e  advisability  or otherw ise of the  w ork being given out?—T h e  
em ployers w ould have to  have th e ir say in  it.

1421. W ho else ?— I t  is very  hard  to say.
1422. P u t  yourself in  th e  position of a m anufacturer w ho has a lot of w ork to be done ?— I  should 

have it all done in registered factories. I f  I  had not sufficient room, I  should have to send it  to another 
reg istered  factory, w hich  could hard ly  be called outside w ork.

1423. Supposing you felt in connexion w ith  your business th a t it was be tte r to pu t a certain portion 
of your w ork out, whom w ould you like to  decide as against your opinion ?— I f  I  considered that, I  should 
w ant to decide m yself, but I  w ould no t w an t to give i t  out.

1424. Some do ?— T hen they  would w an t to decide, I  suppose.
1425. Y ou w ould not allow  th e  C hief Inspector to step  in and say— 1“ I  w ill not allow you to give 

th a t w ork o u t ;  I  w ill no t give p e rm its” ?— T h e  w ork should not be g iven out to any one who has not 
a perm it.

1426. T he  question is— “ Shall any one step  in betw een th e  m anufacturer and the w orkm an outside 
and say— ‘ N o, I  decline to give th a t outside w ork a perm it, I  th in k  it ought to be made in the  fa c to ry ’” ?— 
I f  the inspector declines to give any one a perm it, th e  factory-ow ner cannot give w ork to th a t person.

1427. T hen  th e  inspector should be the  judge w hether the  w ork should be done inside or w ithout ?
— Yes.

1428. Is  he th e  best person to  ju d g e ? — T here  w ill a lw ays be some persons who have perm its, and 
if any of those people apply  and an em ployer w ants to give th e  w ork out, there  is noth ing  to prevent it. 
T he  inspector cannot say — “ Y ou shall no t give out the work to a person who has a perm it.”

1429. B y  the Hon. H. Cuthbert.—‘T h e  in ten tion  of the  A c t is th a t the  w ork, as far as possible, is 
to be done in  the  factory  ; do you approve of th a t  ?— I  do.

1430. I f  w ork is to be done outside a factory , it is only to be g iven to those who have perm its ?—  
Y es ; I  am h eartily  in  favour of th a t.

1431. Do you th in k  th e  clause as to th e  g ran ting  of perm its confers too g reat a power upon the 
Chief Inspector ?— No, I  do n o t ; I  th ink  it  should rem ain as i t  is.

1432. B u t if some person w ere aggrieved a t  th e  refusal to  g ran t a  perm it, do you not th in k  there 
Should be an  appeal frbm his decision ?— Y es.

1433. To the  court of p e tty  sessions ?— Y es, I  would no t oppose any th ing  like t h a t ; the  inspector 
m ay occasionally m ake a m istake.

1434. B y  the Hon. the Chai/rmwn.— Do you th ink  some poor wom an w ho has been refused a permit 
w ould be able to apply  to th e  court of pe tty  sessions ?— W hy not apply  to  th e  B oard, and le t the  Board 
review  th e  decision ?

1435. D oes the  clause about sleeping places affect your trade ?— I  do not th ink  any one should sleep 
in  a factory  room ; I  th in k  th a t is a  w ise provision. I t  is necessary to have some one sleeping on the 
prem ises occasionally, bu t i t  is not necessary in  the w ork-room . T h ey  w an t a proper room for their 
sleeping accommodation.

1436. B y  the Hon. W. I .  Winter-Irvin<7 .— In  th e  case of people doing w ork outside, would you 
allow  them  to  do th a t w ork  in th e ir own room s ?— Y es, bu t it  should be under the  supervision of the 
inspector, the  same as a factory .

1437. Suppose a m other and tw o daughters have w ork, would you p u t them  under the  supervision 
o f the inspector ?— I  do no t th in k  a m other and tw o daugh ters should w ork  a t home ; the daughters should 
go and w ork in the  factory. T he  inspector would not give a perm it to a  m other and tw o daughters to work 
a t home. I t  w ould be only m otives of pride th a t w ould keep them  there.

1438. B y  the Hon. J . A .  Wallace.^-H ow  m any should constitu te  a factory  ?— I  w ould like to see 
one made a factory  and come under th e  operations of th e  B ill.

1439. Y ou w ould not allow  any w ork to be done outside w ithou t the  place being a factory  ?— No.
1440. W hen a m an takes out so m any garm ents to m ake up, he is n o t a factory  ?— H e cannot take 

them  out unless he has a perm it if  th is B ill is passed, and th en  he m ust be under th e  A ct.
1441. T h e  inspector has no supervision over any num ber under fo u r?— B u t there  are penalties here 

for any one who has a p e r m it ; if a m an takes ou t a  perm it he cornea under the  operation of the  Bill.
1442. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.*—T he only exception is dom estic duties or bodily affliction ?— Y es; 

I  th in k  th a t is a  very good provision.
1443. Y ou th ink  it  be tter th a t  they  should be com pelled to go to th e  factory , though a m other m ight 

prefer to keep her daughters under her own ey e?— Y es, in the ir ow n in terests and the  in terests of the 
w orkers generally. I  th ink  it  w ould have been a be tter exam ple of B ritish  fa ir play if a ll citizens of the 
colony were treated  alike ; and if C hinese and Europeans were com pelled to obey the  same law s th a t we do, 
i t  w ould be quite sufficient.

1444. W hich  do you take  exception to  ?—  L im iting  the  specific hours they  m ust work* and m aking 
one a factory.

1445. Suppose in your trad e  you had m et w ith  th e  same com petition from  the Chinese as the  
furniture trade say they  have, w ould you still be of th a t opinion?— I  th in k  if th e  B ill w ere positively 
enforced, and  they  w ere com pelled to obey th e  ru les the  same as o ther people, it  w ould m eet the case. 
T h ey  are citizens here  th e  same as the rest. T hey  have the ir votes, and have com plied w ith  all the  con
ditions, bu t s till they  are to live under different law s.

1446. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— T he fu rn itu re  m anufacturers do not w ant to be placed in a be tter 
position th an  the Chinese ?-—T h ey  place them selves in  a b e tte r position ; th e  B ill m akes th e  difference.

The witness withdrew.
D aniel B row n exam ined.

1447. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W h at are  you ?— D raper’s assistan t in the  firm of G eorge and 
George, Collins-street.

1448. Have you been long in the trade ?— Twenty years.



Daniel Brown, 
Slefc January, 1896.

1449. I  understand you w ant to call special attention to clause 38 ?— Yes, and to clause 51. As 
requested by the Committee, I  have prepared in w riting  a few objections th a t we have to those clauses— 
[reading the same as follows]:—

Clause 51 of the Amending Bill provides a weekly half-holiday for the shop assistants, this clause does not compel 
the shops to close on any afternoon of the week, but it is unlikely that the shopkeepers will let their assistants off in 
detachments ; it is more probable that they will combine and take advantage of clauses 47 and 48 of the Principal Act and 
clause 38 of the Amending Bill, which forces the municipal council to make a by-law fixing a certain day in the week as 
the afternoon in each week which shall be observed, provided that a petition signed by a majority of the shopkeepers 
affected thereby shall be presented to such municipal council. I represent some 3,000 assistants who are employed in the 
principal town houses that close on Saturday afternoon at two o’clock, and who view with some anxiety the possibility of 
the present weekly lialf-holiday being changed to some other day in the week through the operation of clause 38 of the 
Amending Bill. As the shops that at present have no half-holiday would considerably out-number the shops which close on 
Saturday afternoons at two o’clock, we are decidedly in favour of the saving clause proposed by Mr, George, which exempts 
the two-o’clock Saturday shops from the working of the by-law of the municipal council. Many reasons can be advanced 
to point out Saturday as the most suitable day for closing, The business arrangements of the principal retail town houses 
would be upset if any other day in the week were selected, as their customers are now educated up to the two-o’clock 
Saturday.

Twenty-four years ago the Early Closing Association was enabled to secure the Saturday half-holiday for a large 
number of town houses in several trades, such as drapery, tailoring, furniture, ironmongery, booksellers and stationers, as 
the result of a general feeling for a Saturday half-holiday arising from its being observed in banks, government, insurance, 
law offices, &c., this, with the fact that cricket and other sports were arranged for Saturday, induced those shopping on 
Saturdays to do so in the forenoon, and by the efforts of the Early Closing Association, by public meetings, lectures, open- 
air meetings, concerts, &c., the general public were led to see the importance of the movement.

We are very pleased that our fellow employes should enjoy a half-holiday in the week, and they may have it on any 
day they choose without interference from town employers. It would certainly be better if they could have it on Saturday, 
but at the present moment that is unlikely, as a large portion of their trade is done on Saturday afternoon and evening, 
owing to the fact that their trade depends to a large extent upon the weekly wage community who do their shopping on 
Saturday. I should also like to point out that the present relations that exist between employer and employed are so 
satisfactory that the assistants view with a certain amount of fear the stringent legislation proposed, which tends to strain 
the pleasant relations that at present exist.

W e th ink  th a t the Saturday is in danger and we w ant to safeguard it.
1450. You do not w ant to have any interference w ith  w hat has been carried on for the last 24 

years ?— E xactly .
1451. By the Hon. H. Cuthbert.— Is not the closing on Saturdays confined to the city of Melbourne ? 

— E ntirely , I  think.
1452. T hen  it  is not likely th a t the city council will make a by-law which would have the effect of 

repealing th a t custom which has sprung up ?— T hey could easily get a m ajority of shopkeepers in any par
ticular case to petition the town council to make this by-law. The shops th a t do not close on Saturday 
afternoons are in the  m ajority. I  th ink  Carlton also comes in the municipality of Melbourne, which would 
give them  more votes s t i l l ; th a t is a ll I  have to say.

The witness withdrew.

Thom as Freem an examined.

1453. By the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat are you ?— M anager of the linen department for Buckley 
and N unn.

1454. W hat is your view  in connexion w ith this B ill ?— I  think w hat M r. Brown has said covers all 
I  have to say in the m atter. I  very earnestly protest on behalf of the employes of my firm and other firms 
tha t this clause should not be carried out. W e desire to have the Saturday half-holiday preserved to us.

The witness withdrew.

M iss M argaret G-. C uthbertson examined.

1455. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat are you ?—Inspector of factories.
1456. Y our duty is to go round the various factories ?— Yes.
1457. H o w  long have you been in th a t position ?— One year and nine months.
1458* W hat experience had you before th a t ?— I had not any experience in this kind of work. 
1459* Did you know nothing of the  factory work ?— I  was for two years in the clerical department 

f one of the largest factories in M e lb o u rn e - I  gained a general knowledge of the factory work

^ 1 4 6 0  Is  tw o years sufficient to give any one a thorough knowledge of the intricacies of the factories 1 
—N ot a thorough knowledge, bu t it  has helped me considerably in my present duties,

1 4 6 1 . W h a t  h a v e  y o u  to say in connexion w ith the matter of perm its. I  thm k the clause w it 
egard to perm its is a very  good one as it is framed a t present,

1462 . Y ou do not th ink  it  too s tringen t?— No.
1463 Y ou would lim it the permits to those who are prevented by domestic duties or bodily affliction 

rom w o r k t g i^ d la  factory ? -Y e s , became if you go any further I  thmk you would have to g,ve them
o everybody. ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  wory ng at home Bimpljr to gappIement

heir pocket-money ?— I  have met them .
1 4 6 5 . L ately  ?— Yes, lately.
1 4 6 6 . W hat led you to think they  were doing so ?— They told me,
1 4 6 7 . Do you not th ink in  those cases they were the daughters of persons who bad been in„ better 

i r c u m s t a n c e s  and through the “  boom ” had lost money, and they really are earning a por ion eir
• „ ;na- 7—1 cannot say th a t— I  have not met any of them. .

1 4 6 8 . W hat is your reason for thinking that permits should be g iven .-—To ring ou si e
xmrkers under supervision. . . .  ^  ,

1 4 6 9 . N ot necessarily to compel them  to go into a factory ?—I  thm k, m  many cases, they would be
compelled to go into the factory.



1470. A gainst th e ir  w ill ?— I  have m et some cases w here perm its would not be given. In  one case 
I  know  of there  is a wom an w o rk in g ; there  are only herself and her tw o sons— the sons are in very good 
positions. I  do not th ink  she need take  w ork out a t all ; one of the sons is in the Governm ent 
service.

1471. A re  the sons single ?— Y es. T he m other told me h erse lf there  was no necessity to do it.
1472. Is  th a t an exceptional case ?— T h a t is one case I  met. I  know two or three other cases of 

th e  same kind.
1473. B y  the Hon. -ZV. T horn ley .— Is  it no t pride th a t often dictates th a t answ er to you ?— No, I do 

no t th ink  so. I  have found those people m ost w illing to  give me every inform ation. A nother th ing  is, if 
they  w ent into the factories th ey  would get be tter prices for th e ir w ork.

1474. A nd  have be tte r su rroundings?— In  m any cases, yes. I  w ent to see one woman ; she was 
<rettin<r 2s. and 2s. 6 d. a dozen for finishing m oleskin trousers. W orking her hardest she could earn only 
10s. to 12s. a week ; w hen I  w as speaking to her, her daughter, who was w orking in one of the  largest 
factories, came in. T h is  girl, w orking 48 hours a week, could earn from 18s. to £1 doing exactly  the  same
class of w ork. .

1475. W ould you compel the m other to go into the factory ?— No, bu t it would be very much
b e tte r for those who are able to go into factories and earn b e tte r wages. _

1476. Suppose they prefer to w ork a t home and earn 2s. or 3s. a w eek less, w ould you no t give 
them  the op tion?— If  it  would benefit the  large m ajority, I  would not.

1477. B y  the H on. the Chavrmcm.— You fear the effect of out-door work is to reduce the wage to a 
large num ber ?— I  th ink  a large num ber would earn better w ages by going into the  factory.

1478. Do you th ink  the  application for a perm it should be made to  the Chief Inspector . l e s .
1479. Should there be any appeal against his decision?— I  th in k  th e  A c t provides for an appeal to

tti© M inister.
1480. Is  th a t a desirable appeal ?— I  cannot see w hy i t  should not be.
1481. Suppose a Board is appointed, should they  appeal to the  B oard ?— I  th ink  a woman would 

sooner come to one individual th an  go to a Board. T hose women talked  to me freely, and I  am quite 
certain  they  would not have any objection to coming to the C hief Inspecto r in th a t way.

1482. B u t in  the  case o f an appeal against h is decision?— I  cannot see th a t an  appeal to the
M inister would not be sufficient. . ,

1483. W ould they  not be more likely to appeal to  the  M em ber for the ir d istric t to go and see the
M in is te r?— I  do not th ink  so. t ... , , -d ‘ j  o

1484. B y  the H on. N .  Thornley.— Y ou th ink  a wom an does not like to come to a Board .
I  th in k  she w ould feel it  m uch more formidable to come before a Board.

1485. B y  the H on. J . A . W allace.— W ould it not be far be tter to appeal to the  court a t once?—
A great m any women have a horror of courts.

1486. I f  it  is the ir choice to appeal to the court, should they  not be a t liberty  to do so . I  hardly
see the  necessity of it. , __

1487. B u t if they  see th e  necessity ?— I  do not th ink  for one m oment they  w ould see the necessity.
1488. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— From  your experience in connexion w ith  th e  various factories, 

do you th ink  they  are well conducted, as a whole, in connexion w ith  sanitary  m atters  ?—- l e s .  ^
1489. T here  is very little  to com plain of ?—N o t very m uch, and it  seems to me they  have improved 

very much during the last year or two. B uildings have got cheaper, and they  have gone out of the  old
factories and got better buildings, and great im provem ents have been made. I t  is really  th rough  the bad
tim es th a t the  comforts o f the  employes have been added to.

1490. H ave you paid any a tten tion  to the  question of a B oard to fix prices? — !  es, 1 have thought
a good deal about th a t. . . , T a*

1491. W hat is your opinion of th a t ?— I t  seems as if i t  w ere possible m  th e  clothing trade. 1  do
not know  much about the boot trade. . „

1492. H ave you any th ing  to say about apprentices and im provers?—!  th ink  th e  system  of appren
ticeship th a t obtains a t present is a very bad  one ; there  does no t seem to be any regular system. n one 
case, I  know  one girl who had ju s t served an apprenticeship  of two years to a firm, l h e  farm adm it sue 
is useful to them , bu t now th a t they should pay her she is dismissed w ithou t any paym ent.

1493. Do you know  the old apprenticeship system  a t home was seven years ?— B ut they  got some
th ing after the seven years. , , ,

1 4 9 4 . T hey  were supposed to learn their trade ?— I  th in k  under the  present system  they  do
learn the trade, and do not get any th ing  either.

1495. H ow  would you cure th a t? — I  th in k  th is  is the  rem edy proposed in the  Bill, to give every 
apprentice 2s. fid. a week. I f  they  have to pay them  2s. 6 d. a w eek to s ta rt w ith , they will teach them
som ething for their own benefit. . „  ,

1496. T here  is nothing here to compel them  to pay more than  2 s. 6 d. ?— No, th a t is the  difficulty.
1497. T h ey  m ight keep them  on for the tw o years, and then  dismiss them  w ithou t paying them 

anyth ing  more ?— Yes, but I  th in k  they would teach them  som ething if they  had to pay them  2 s. fid. a 
week.

1498. B y  the Hon. N . T horn ley .— T o m ake them  w orth  the 2s. 6 d. ?— Yes. _
1499. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— Is  there  any o ther m atte r in  conhexion w ith  the  B ill th a t you 

w ish to refer to ?— T here  has been a proposal to m ake an  easy suspension for overtim e, or to a oxx a 
certain num ber of days in the  w eek on w hich  overtim e can be worked. I  th ink  th a t would be a very a

1500. W h y ? — T ak e  the report of the  E ng lish  inspector on the subject to the end of 1894. ^__
1501. Y ou are aw are th a t th is am endm ent was drafted  last J u ly  in consequence of th a t report . 

Yes, they say— “ O vertim e in  th e  tailoring  trade is now carried on to a very g reat ex ten t. A s le cone 1 

tions under w hich overtim e may be legally worked are g e ttin g  more w idely know n, so is the  en ° 
take the full advantage of the exception ; and the know ledge th a t overtim e may be carried on or  ̂ lm 
in  a year is often made an excuse for w ork ing  un til 1 0  p.m. for three or four n igh ts every w eec in
S6&S0B ^ ( .

1502. U nder the  A c t they  cannot be w orked m ore th an  three days in one week ? Yes, this was t  e 
old system.



• u Supposing, instead of three days, it  were lim ited to one day th a t they  could work overtime
w ithout a special permit, and for not more than tw enty days in a year ; would th a t do ?— I  do not know 
w hat the exact proposal is.

1504. The evidence so far indicates th a t it would be a great interference w ith trade if every time 
an order was w anted to be done a special perm it had to be obtained. Sometimes orders come in suddenly 
and have to be executed to catch a steamer or a train  ; therefore it is proposed, following the E nglish  A ct, 
th a t the m anufacturers shall have an opportunity w ithout a perm it of w orking not more than eight hours 
overtime in a week. I f  they w ant more than tha t, they m ust get a perm it ?— F or how many weeks ?

1505. N ot more than  30 days in the  year it says in the E nglish  A ct ?—I  conclude th a t would 
practically  mean th a t 51 hours would be the working hours per week instead of 48.

1506. T hey m ight work th a t time consecutively ?— I  think they would do th a t amount of work, 
bu t not consecutively.

1507. W hat would be the difference between th a t and the perm it w hich they now obtain, w hich 
suspends the law for three months sometimes during a busy season ?— W e know th a t they are working all 
th is time and have supervision over them, and we know the ex ten t to which they can work. I  th ink  we 
would find i t  very difficult under th a t system.

1508. T hey would have to give notice?— Yes.
1509. Assum ing th a t time and a quarter or time and a half were given, w ith tea money, would that 

not be a sufficient check against employers demanding too much overtime ?— I  am afraid not.
1510. B y  the Hon. N . Thornley.— W hat is the advantage of this overtime ; why should people pay 

50 per cent, more and tea money ?— I  am afraid, if a proper check were not obtained over them, tha t time 
and a half and tea money would not be paid.

1511. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— You cannot prevent it  now ; if perm its are given by the 
M inister to suspend the operation conditional upon certain conditions of payment, how do you see those 
conditions are carried out ?— From  the employes.

1512. Could you not do it in the other case ; you will have the same check th a t you have now ?—  
Y es, if they  have to give notice every time th a t they do work overtime.

1513. You would get to know it p re tty  soon ?— I  do not know that.
1514. N o t from the employes ?— W e know  the suspension is in force now and go to the factory.
1515. Y ou th ink  no overtime should be worked w ithout first obtaining a permit, no m atter w hat 

inconvenience there may be, or the loss of a large order ?— I do not th ink it  does inconvenience trade. 
T hey  can work 48 hours a week now. Suppose a firm gets an order which requires to be com
pleted by n ex t m orning, they  can work at n igh t under the  present system if they let the employes 
off during any time in the week for the same number of hours. T hey do not need to wait until 
they  get a perm it in th a t way.

1516. B y  the Hon. J. A . W allace.— Supposing the number of hours they were entitled to were used 
up, and an u rgen t order came in, should they have to obtain a perm it before they  would be allowed to do 
this three hours ex tra  w ork ?— T h a t would seem ra ther hard, bu t such a th ing has never arisen in my 
experience.,

1517. You w ould not consider they  should require a perm it in a case of tha t sort ?— I  cannot say as
to tha t.

1518. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— Section 30 of the P rincipal A ct says— “ N o person or persons 
shall employ in  any factory or work-room any female, or any male under the age of sixteen, for more than 
48 hours in any one week.” T hey may w ork s tra igh t on for 48 hours ?— T hat section relates only to females 
and boys under sixteen,

1519. B y  the Hon. J . A . Wallace.— Suppose they had worked 48 hours, and a shroud came in to 
be made, would you not allow  th a t shroud to be made ?— I  th ink if they  gave notice to the Chief Inspector 
of Factories, he would allow it.

1520. Y ou would make them  go to the C hief Inspector before they made it? Yes.
1521. B y  the Hon. the Chairma/n.— Suppose an order came in a t ten m inutes to six, just before 

closing, w hat time is th e re to  go to the  Chief Inspector for a perm it ?— T hey would only close a t six o clock 
from M onday to F r id a y ; they  could go rig h t on and do it, and le t the  girls who did it off on Saturday 
morning.

1522. T h a t only relates to women and boys, w hat about the men ?— Men can work as long as they 
like, there is no provision for men not w orking overtime. I  have nothing to do w ith the hours the men
w ork. .

1523. Y ou say even now they  can go on w orking over hours, and you not know it . ln e y  m ust
only work the 48 hours in a week.

1524. U nder those circum stances, you have no more check than  you would have under the English 
clause w hich would enable them  to work overtime for eight hours in the week, and the check upon th a t 
would be th a t the  employes m ust pay the ir w ork-people time and a half. _ In  th is case they  can work them 
over hours a t th e  ordinary wage as long as they do not exceed 48 hours in the week . Yes.

1525. D o you know  of any injurious cases arising from w orking overtime ?— In  regard to health  .
1526. Y es?— I  could not say tha t. . .. . ,  T
1527. Do you th in k  there  is any objection to working overtime w ithin certain lim its. ,

d e c id e d ly .^  ^  would not have overtime a t all ?— E xcep t in a great exigency of trade _
1529. W ho is to judge of th a t ?—People very often th ink the exigency of trade is the exigen y

in one shop— th a t is, tak ing  more w ork than  they can complete.
1530. B y  the Hon. N . Thornley.— Y ou w ant to distribute the work ?— Yes
1531. B y  the Hon. the Chawmcm.— l i  you w ant a thing made up, and go to. a shop, you are quite

prepared to be told— “ W e cannot make it up, you m ust go elsewhere ” ? Yes.
1532. W ould you go back to th a t shop if you were told th a t ? Perhaps not. . . 1 . .
1533. I s  not th a t hard on the  shopkeeper ?—T h at may be, but I  am sure th a t ie rign  regu a ions 

th a t were made a t Cup time resulted in a great num ber of dressmakers getting emp oymen w o o  erwise 
■would not have done so.



1534. In  other words, the work was distributed ? Yes. In  reading the evidence, I  noticed a great 
deal had been made of the difficulty of keeping records. In  the factory I  was employed in I  kept the 
records, and never found the slightest difficulty, and there  was very little  work in it.

1535. I t  was not so much a m atter of difficulty as the power of the M inister to publish the records 
if he thought fit ?— I think one w itness said it occupied a clerk a great deal of his time. T hen  as to 
nurses------

1536. Do they come under your supervision ?— T h ey  do not at present. I  th ink  th a t section 45 is a 
very necessary provision.

1537. Is  th a t from your own observation ?— Y es.
1538. H ave you had complaints made by nurses?— N urses have spoken to me about the excessive 

hours they work.
1539. B y  the I lo n .H . Cuthbert.— W hat is their objection to the present system— the nurses now do not 

seem to be worn out w ith their w ork ?— I  know  one whom I consider very strong, who has broken down 
twice in four m onths through w hat I  consider excessive work.

1540. W hat hours was she engaged ?—I  th ink  the hours for n ight nurses are the worst, I  know the 
hours in one of the hospitals in M elbourne, and I consider it the  easiest of all the hospitals to work in, tha t 
is the Homoeopathic H ospital. T he hours for n igh t nurses are from half-past eight in the evening to half- 
past seven in the morning, th a t is eleven hours stra igh t on, and during the fever season they have not any 
rest. A  lot of people th ink they sit down a great part of the time, and that it is very easy work, but they 
are kept occupied continually during the whole of th a t time. T hey  are sometimes kep t on n igh t duty 
from eight to ten weeks, and I  am told, by some who have been there, th a t in other hospitals they are kept 
on longer.

1541. D uring th a t eight or ten weeks are they  relieved a t all from n igh t duty  ?— No, they go right 
on, n ight after night.

1542. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.— Do they  not ge t one n igh t off a w eek ?— No, they  go on seven 
nights a week.

1543. T hey  get one n igh t a w eek off in the Melbourne H opital ?— I  have not heard tha t. I  
know they go stra igh t on in the  C hildren’s H ospital.

1544. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— I t  would depend very m uch on the  ward they are in ? — Yes. 
In  the surgical ward I  th ink  the duties are not so heavy. I  have my inform ation from the secretary, 
the matron, and the nurses. F o r day duty they go on duty a t 6.30 a.m. and keep on to 8.30 p.m., 
w ith two hours off in the middle of the day, and half-an-hour each for tea and breakfast, and they get 
one afternoon in the  week off.

1545. T h a t is about the hours domestic servants work ?— Yes, bu t you cannot compare the work 
they  do w ith  nurses’ work.

1546. Do you th ink  the duties of a nurse in an ordinary case are more arduous physically 
than the duties of a domestic servant ?— I  th ink  so.

1547. W hat do you th ink  ought to be done?— I  th ink the  provision in the B ill is a very good 
one— 168 hours iu three weeks is quite enough.

1548. E ven  w ith  th a t, would it  not be possible for a nurse to break down— there is no limit to 
the continuity of the hours ?— No, but you cannot help th a t altogether. In  one special case a nurse 
m ight be kept on rig h t through.

The witness withdrew.

H arrison Ord further examined.
1549. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— W hen you were last exam ined we were dealing w ith  the question 

of permits ?— Yes. Before we deal w ith  section 16 I  would like to refer to section 9 again. I  quoted an 
instance of w hat should be done in the case of some men w ho should be compelled to register. I  did not 
make it sufficiently definite th a t there is nothing to compel them  in the  present law, and if clause 16 were 
carried it could be evaded very easily by an individual registering. T he  instance I  quoted was simply to 
show how clause 16 of the B ill could be avoided. I f  any individual were allowed to register clause 16 
would be useless, because the individual would register and work w hat hours he liked.

1550. I f  he registered he would come under the  A c t ?— Yes, but if he is registered he can ignore 
clauses 16 and 17.

1551. H e would be a factory ?— Y es, bu t he would get the  work out. I f  there  are four persons 
working together it is possible to have more or less supervision ; if  you reduce it to one, the  only 
evidence against the  one m ust be the individual himself, and he cannot be compelled to give evidence as to 
breaches of the law in the way of long hours.

1552. I f  he becomes a factory in his own person, you have the rig h t to go in there a t any time ? 
You have the rig h t to go in, bu t you cannot te ll the hours he works. T h a t is w hy the hours of the Chinese 
should be fixed ; th a t is the only w ay you can do w ith an individual, and th a t is the reason section 9 is in. 
I  would like to draw  attention  to question 445 in M r. G eorge’s evidence. H e says— “ I  have inquired into 
that. They keep the log hours stric tly  ; they cannot w ork more than eigh t or nine hours a day.” T hat is 
speaking of out-door work. I  have made extensive inquiries, and M iss Cuthbertson and the inspectors have 
done so, and we can positively say it is not true. W e found them  working a t ten o’clock at night, and they 
assured us they had been w orking since nine o’clock in the morning. T he prices they are paid would 
indicate that. T he girls w orking at finishing in the  large factories in^M elbourne receive tw ice as much as 
those outside workers, and it is evident th a t if those girls can only earn a living wage in a factory, w orking 
48 hours, a woman w orking outside, providing her own cotton and having to go to the factory .for the work, 
could not make a living and keep her children, w orking only the 48 hours.

1553. A re the circum stances identical as to the am ount of w ork done ; the class of work would 
embrace a good deal more work in one factory than  in another ?— We made inquiry into that, and the result 
is tha t the outside workers are a t a positive disadvantage. T hey  have to provide their own machines, their 
own needles, and they  even m ention the oil to show how fine the  th ing  is cut.



1554. Can you rely upon this information ?— W e actually saw the tickets upon the garments. I  
th ink  the information was as accurate as it is possible to get it. I t  is not possible to say th a t the  woman 
has not done a little  household work, but it was the reiteration; we were dealing w ith work given out by one 
particu lar place, and there  was the reiteration of the statem ent.

1555. Can a woman work those hours if  she has her own domestic duties to attend to ?— One of the 
cases m entioned by Mr. Peacock was visited by M iss Cuthbertson the other day. T he woman’s husband 
was in a delicate state of health, and she said she could not keep up the work ; she gets a pain in her side 
and she cannot w ork as long now, and cannot earn as much, though it was very poor then. T h a t is an 
instance where the long hours have done their work. She is quite a strong young woman. I  think the 
evidence is absolutely conclusive th a t the outside workers do w ork longer than the eight hours. The ques
tion has been raised by m any witnesses of the hardship  to persons who would be driven into factories. 
There is a good deal of private w ork done ; those girls whose m others do not th ink  they should go into 
factories could get all th a t private work. T his clause in no way affects the private work ; that is largely 
done by those persons.

1556. Is  not tha t private work a better class of work than  the factory work ?— I t  is.
1557. T he g irl m ight not be able to do the private work ?— There is a good deal of the private work

very plain work.
1558. I t  is not as plain or simple as the  factory w ork?— N ot quite, but it is infinitely more 

rem unerative, and they  are not absolutely debarred from work by this section ; so the section only curtails 
the work of a very  few  for the benefit of a very large number.

1559. H ow  are they to obtain those perm its?— A ccording to the  Bill, they would have to obtain 
them  from m e ; bu t i f  th is  B ill was passed I  suppose there would be a num ber of lady inspectors obtained. 
To s ta rt w ith, the perm its would be issued in a very free way. W e would not w ish to stop a person 
w orking, and we could not make the inquiries all a t once.

1560. Y ou would have perm its ready signed ready for immediate use ?— I  should issue permits 
very freely th e  first few  m onths, but they would only be for a time. T hen I  thought the  lady inspectors 
would go and see the persons. W hen M iss C uthbertson and m yself have been to see those women they 
are perfectly  w illing to tell the ir circum stances, and I  th ink they would infinitely prefer telling them  to me 
or a lady inspector to going before a Board th a t would deal w ith  them  much more harshly than the Chief 
Inspector or a lady inspector. I  th ink  the employes represented on th a t Board would naturally be very 
keen to know  all the circum stances of the persons applying for the permits, and though the power is very 
considerable, and I  can say at once it  would relieve me of an immense amount of work if it  were taken 
aw ay, I  believe in the in terests of the persons it  would be better to leave it there. They have an appeal 
to the M inister and an appeal to the court, since righ t through the A ct there is an appeal to the court. 
T he only w ay I  can enforce the A ct is by appeal to the  court.

1561. Could there not be an appeal to the Board ?— Yes.
1562. W ould th a t not be less costly and less w aste of time than  an appeal to the court ?— Y es, if it 

were thought necessary, but I do not th ink  it  would be necessary. I  th ink it is almost evident, from the 
constitution of the Board, th a t the  Board would be more strict than the inspector in issuing permits.

1563. T here would be no objection to appealing to the Board if they wished i t ? —I  can see no 
objection if they  w ished it, bu t surely an appeal to the M inister, and the court ultim ately, would be 
sufficient,

1564. B y  the Hon. N . Thornley.— I t  has been stated  by some witnesses here th a t it is very incon
venient having to get those perm its for overtime through the loss of time incurred ?— Section 24 affects the 
whole of the trade; the section we are speaking of affects the individual. There have been cases where 
there  has been delay in gran ting  a perm it and other cases where it has been refused, but we have also been 
thanked  by persons who had applied for perm its under section 24 and been refused. The reason for delay 
in the  cases mentioned by the various persons in nearly all cases arose from their objection to comply w ith  
w hat o ther m anufacturers have complied with. T hey have objected to paying certain rates which other 
m anufacturers have paid. A ll we sought was to secure uniformity. W here a delay occurred was because 
they  objected to paying w hat other persons paid.

1565. B y  the Hon, the Cha/i/rTncbn.— Is the mode of m anufacture in all factories the same ? N o; I
know  it  is not.

1566. T hen  how can you have one universal plan in the paying for overtime ?— We have not one
universal plan. .

1567. I s  the  mode of m anufacture in  the clothing trades the same . The price fixed was so

1568. T h a t is to parties they  are already paying 2s. 6 d. ?—No, the condition was that those 2s. 6 d. 
people should not be employed unless they  raise their wage. T hey assured us they would not employ
those small w orkers. , . , , r  ± •

1569. Y ou saw the  figures given by Mr. George ?— Y es; and m th a t connexion I  was so certain
th a t M r. George made a m istake in saying he had 1 0 0  girls he was paying 15s. to th a t I  sent a clerk to ask
him  if he was sure. In  dressm aking I  know they  do not pay up to los. H e said it was all rig  ; e

™  P7 5a70d granted to him g a .e  a lim it o , id s  ?- T e s ,  and he agreed to it
1571. H e  w ou ld  agree  to  a lm ost an yth in g , I  su ppose , because he w anted to go .on . I t  w as alm ost 

c lo s in g  h is  p lace  ?— N o  ; it  w as on ly  lo s in g  th e  orders at that tim e. T hat is a sm all fh™g-
1572. B ut w h a t you look upon as a small th ing may really be the th in  end of the wedge, and

sm ash  up a^b ^ e s s j tQ introducing som eth ing  after the system  of th e  Im perial A c t as 

to  overtim e ; th a t th e y  shou ld  be a llo w ed  to  w ork  overtim e for a certain  tim e w ithout a p e im it, w ith  th e  
proviso  th a t th ey  p ay  tim e and a h a lf? — Y es ; I  th in k  it  w ould  be objectionable.^ T  e nS 
"Reports teem  w ith  ob jection s to  it. T h is  is on ly  a m odification o f th e  sam e principle. e quo a ion y  
M iss C uthbertson w a s not as to  th e  len g th  of tim e th ey  could w ork. T h e  inspector w as dea ing w i h th e  
fa c t th at th ey  could  w ork w ith o u t g iv in g  n otice, and th a t th ey  do risk it  now . I  have had to  deal w i h  
peop le for r isk in g  it.



1574. Do you th ink  if an order comes in ju s t before closing time it is desirable for the m anufacturer 
to hunt about for a permit instead of going on w ith the work a t once ?— They have to do it if a man comes 
in w ith an unreasonable order.

1575. W ho is to be the judge as to its being unreasonable?— The m anufacturer. Even allowing 
the time to be 51 hours, there are cases where all m anufacturers m ust refuse orders.

1576. T h a t is an extreme case. I  am taking an order th a t comes in and has to be ready for a 
steamer going nex t day ?— I  am taking section 24. T hey  can work overtime ; th a t is they can work eight 
hours ex tra  so long as they le t the g irl off afterwards.

1577. A ll the evidence so far proves th a t there is some reason w hy they cannot do it. Section 30 
of the  Principal A ct says— “ No person or persons shall employ in any factory or work-room any female, or 
any male under the age of sixteen, for more than  48 hours in any one week in preparing or manufacturing 
articles for trade or sale.” In  the present B ill it  reads— “ No person shall employ or authorize or permit to 
be employed in any factory or work-room any person under the age of sixteen years or any woman or girl 
for more than  48 hours in any one week or for more than  ten  hours in any one day.” T ha t is new ?— T hat 
is w here the alteration comes in. T hey can only work two hours overtime, bu t they only ask to work 
three. Mr. George’s proposal was th a t he should be allowed to work three hours a day overtime in twenty 
days in the  year, not more than one day in each week.

1578. Yes, but others have made this to be not more than  one day in a week. T hey m ight work 
four or five hours overtime in one day ?— I  th ink  it would defeat the  object of the  system . A t present the 
employes know they  are not to work more than 48 hours. T hen people would know there are certain con
ditions to be complied with, and they would have to keep an exact account of their time. M y experience 
of the employes is th a t they are very much afraid to come to us.

1579. N o m atter how urgent an order may be, if it requires the hands to work more than a certain 
number of hours, you think th a t order m ust be refused ? — 1  do.

1580. I f  th a t is repeated would the effect not be to drive trade aw ay from V ictoria ?— For nine 
years the  law has been in force, and the trade  has not left Victoria.

1581. B y  the H on. S. A u s tin .— If  the order is not executed here it m ust go somewhere else ?— 
I f  it is not executed in th a t factory  it m ust go somewhere else.

1582. I f  there is only a certain  tim e to do it it m ust go out of the country ?— N ot necessarily ; it 
m ight go to the nex t factory.

1583. B y  the H on . N . T hornley.— If  i t  is w anted to-morrow morning, how can it go to the next 
factory ; the steam er is going on to Sydney ?— I would like to point out tha t, allowing th a t it would be a 
reasonable provision th a t they could work 56 hours— in E ng land  they can work 56 hours— but there they 
w ant overtime, most of them, and they w ant this provision also. There is the 48 hours’ lim it here, and they 
w ant tb work 56 hours, then they  say they w ill not lose business, but in England they can work 56 hours, 
and still they w ant overtime. I  th ink , no m atter w hat you give them, they w ill w ant to make overtime.

1584. W ould there not be a valuable check against th a t if  tim e and a h a lf  had to be paid ?— I t  
would be w ith  a fair m anufacturer, bu t some w ill evade the law . I t  is a check, no doubt.

1585. Y ou are able to discover the evasion and check it, otherw ise you would not be wanted ?— 
I  believe we do good even w ith those w ho are fairly willing to m aintain the law.

1586. I f  everybody carried out the  law  inspectors would not be w anted?— No.
1587. B y  the H on. J . A . W allace.— Is it not just as easy for some men to work ten hours as for

others to work seven or e ig h t? —Yes ; the law  does not affect men.
1588. I f  a man was in a healthy  condition, and could w ork two hours overtime, why should he not

be allowed the privilege of doing so w hen he is paid time and a half ?— H e can. T his applies to women
and children.

1589. T here are some healthy women and children and some not so healthy ; if the strong ones can 
work a little more, w hy should they not be allowed to do so ?— I  th ink the present law  is the best.

1590. B y  the Hon. the Chairmcm.— You th in k  those perm its to work overtime should be given by 
the M inister, subject to any condition he l ik e s ; do you th ink  it desirable th a t the M inister should have the 
power of determ ining the conditions under w hich a perm it shall be given, in other words, should he be able 
to say-r-“ You shall have th is permit provided you pay your people so and so ” ?—I  take it the M inister has 
the good of the country a t heart.

1591. W hat can the M inister know as to the rate of wages to be paid in a given branch of work ?—
H e can ask for the  returns ; they  are bound to furnish their returns. I f  he wishes to go outside the
D epartm ent he can get the sworn returns from the factory.

1592. U pon w hat basis did the M inister arrive at 15s. ?— T here were a certain number prepared
to pay 15s., and he though t he would put them all on the same footing.

1593. H e sought to coerce all into paying the same rate  ?—Y es. T h a t was fixed for Cup time. 
T he customer paid for it in some instances, I  know, because double prices were charged in some instances, 
whereas the overtime paid the girls did not come to anything like double.

1594. Do you know if those who were charged double paid ?— I t  was a cash payment, I  believe.
1595. Sub-clause 3 of clause 24 says— “ N o such suspension shall have any force or effect for more 

than  two months from the date of such notification one of the  w itnesses called attention to tha t, and 
pointed out tha t he m ight have entered into a contract to m ake certain articles a t a given price, and in the 
middle of the contract, sim ply because the inspector reported (perhaps tru thfu lly , or perhaps under a mis
apprehension) th a t an evasion had taken place the permission m ight be cancelled, though the man has 
contracted to supply the goods— is not th a t an excessive power ?— The fact is, th a t was p u t in because on 
two occasions the M inister was absolutely misled. On one occasion overtime was granted on the declared 
statem ent of a firm th a t they could not get on w ithout it. Shortly after the overtime was finished the 
factory was shut up ; they had worked the g irls overtime only to shut up the factory afterw ards ; and
there have been other cases w here there have been breaches of the conditions.

1596. M ay there not have been some reason w hy the factory was closed ; perhaps the m anufacturer 
made a bona fid e  application, bu t financial difficulties arose afterw ards ?— There was a reason in th a t case. 
The statem ent now is th a t the goods were supplied and the customers overstocked, and they  had to shut 
up ; but the effect on the hands was very detrim ental, because they lost tw o m onths’ work for very little



ovBrtime. The overtime m ight be granted by the M inister for three months, but a t the end of a month he 
m ignt nnd out there were other persons absolutely w anting employment.
wnrlrin l5 9 7 ' H ow "™uld th.a t assjst T he employer might put the other hands on to work instead of
prmriiHn ° V+61 ime* i 6  PllnciPa  ̂ °b ject is to give the M inister power in case of serious breaches of conditions to cancel the suspension.

nllnw f*ves en^ I-Q0US P^wer ? I* is not so great as granting the permission, and it is usual to
allow  the M inister to cancel th a t which he grants.

i ., 1599, f y  the B o n ' N • Thornley. Suppose machinery and space is required to execute the work, 
and the m anufacturer has not got it ? - T h e n  I  take it th a t the suspension would not be revoked.
, * 6 0  Je°t !S to distribute the work. I f  one manufacturer is more enterprising, and has goods

th a t command a better sale than  another manufacturer, he is not to reap the advantage of his enterprise by 
ge mg a i e extension of the working hours. Though he would not be justified in building further mill 
accommo a ion or pu tting  in further machinery, the additional overtime would give him an opportunity of 
over a m g is oiders; but you say “ No, tha t work m ust go out to some other factory” ?— I  th ink it would 

e pei ect y egitimate to say to a man •“ T ou  shall not work overtime if men are wanting w ork.”
T o u  would bring all manufacturers to one point?— Only as regards overtime.

• n r£!ia* *s a case V1 P°^n* ’ one mail,s goods are in demand, another manufacturer’s goods are not
in demand.  ̂ The consumer is the man who knows w hether they suit him or not, and you say— 66 We will 
not allow this man, who is m aking an article required by the public, to supply "the public •” ?— Parliam ent 
has done that, not the Government.

. 160o. You said ju s t now he should pu t on more hands ; he cannot do so because he has no space in
ms factory, and no machines to put into the factory. The working hours asked for would give him an 
opportunity of executing the order ; bu t you say there should not be any overtime because there are other 
factories not working overtime ?— The section says— “ The exigency of tra d e /’ Excess of work in a 
factory is not an exigency of trade.

1604. B y  the H on. the Chairman.— Who is to  say th a t ?— I t  is cast on the Minister by the
section.

1605. You know in the trade some garments are finished in a different way to w hat they are in 
others ?— Yes. I t  is a question of the amount of work.

1606. T he hands get into th a t particular make and finish ?— Yes; they get more expert at it.
1607. I t  would take strange hands some days before they got into it ?— Before they could do as 

much work.
1608. N o ;  before they could do the particular finish?— I  th ink any finisher could do another 

person’s finishing; I  have been told so, though I  am not an expert.
1609. T hat is the great difficulty in  taking on outside hands. They simply spoil the goods for the 

time being, and the effect would be, if those goods were sent out by the firm, probably one-half of them 
w ould be returned on their hands, because there is not th a t finish tha t they are expected to have ?— I  have 
seen a strange woman being taught, and I  saw her actually doing the finishing, and she said she had never 
done it  un til th a t time. There is one other point as to the conditions. I t  was stated by a witness tha t 
m anufacturers would much ra ther have the conditions fixed by Parliam ent. I  think it better in the 
in terests of the  m anufacturers to allow the M inister to fix them  as a t present, instead of having a strict 
rule fixed by Parliam ent.

1610. You th ink the m anufacturers do not know their business, and the M inister does?— I  th ink 
they  have shown they  do not know the Bill. Supposing Parliam ent fixes a minimum wage as to overtime, 
there m ight be cases arise where th a t minimum wage would not suit at all. T he  M inister m ight have a 
desire to allow  them  to work overtime at a less wage, but he would not have the power. One of the con
ditions indicated by the  Schedule is th a t those employed overtime shall not receive less than  a certain wage.

1611. Y ou th ink it  better for the M inister who knows nothing of the trade to fix the price tha t 
should be paid for a garm ent ?— No. I  th ink it better th a t it should be fixed by the M inister than by 
Parliam ent. Some of the witnesses asked th a t it should be fixed definitely in the Schedule w hat they  were 
to pay. I f  th a t Schedule is carried then the wages will have to be fixed there, too. Supposing Parliam ent 
fixed it a t 15s.—we have repeatedly had to vary th a t condition. The m anufacturers fix it themselves 
practically. W e ask w hat they can pay, and put the minimum in so th a t they shall be treated fairly, with 
some regard to uniform ity ; because there were a certain number of manufacturers who asked for overtime, 
and we found they were w orking girls, getting from 3s. to 6 s. a week ; overtime, at the rate of 4s. a week, 
is l^ d . an hour. I f  you ask a boy or g irl to work until 10 o’clock for l§d. an hour, the loss of time and 
injury to their health  is w orth  more than l^ d . an hour. If  they are required to work overtime the Govern
m ent though t th a t a t least they should get a fair wage. In  N ew  Zealand the law has fixed it at 6 d. an 
hour for overtim e. T h a t is far in excess of 'anything demanded in this country, and that is why, in the 
in terests of the  m anufacturer, it would be better to leave it as it is than have a hard and fast rule in
the Bill. .

1612. T h e  m anufacturers evidently fear th a t the Minister would fix variable rates .-’— H e is obliged
to. W h at is feasible in one place is not in another.

1613. T h a t would expose the M inister to a charge of favoritism ; a factory-owner who was 
required to pay a higher rate would say he was imposed on ? He would if he varied in the trade. H e 
would not fix one rate in one boot factory and another in another. . » . i-i

1614. T here are two classes of w orkers— some are better and some are inferior—-you would not pay 
them  all a like?— A s far as the minimum wage goes, it  is only a minimum of 15s. that does affect the 
m ajority of hands. M any of them get a good deal more. I t  is only that they cannot get less, so as to 
m ake it w orth their while to stay and w ork. I t  was a most difficult question to deal with.

1615. B y  the Hon. -N. Thornley.— T h e  M inister does not vary his orders in the one trade .-'— N ot as 
fa r as the wage is concerned.

1616. Is  it w ithin your own knowledge th a t he has refused one boot factory to work over hours and 
given permission to another factory to do so ?— Yes, I  remember the case of M r. Bedggood.

The witness withdrew.

A djourned  to M onday next, a t ha lf-past Three o’clock.
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H arrison  Ord further examined.
1617. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— Since your last exam ination a le tter appeared in the paper from 

Mr. Bedggood, in w hich he said he had applied for a perm it and been refused, and subsequently other 
m anufacturers had been granted a perm it in slack time. Can you explain th a t? —I  made a recommendation 
for a refusal. As regards M r. Bedggood, I  am acquainted w ith  it ; as to the other case, I  am not 
acquainted w ith  it.

1618. B y  the Hon. J . A .  W allace.— I  know a m anufacturer who asked for a perm it in the Cup 
time, and the perm it was refused point-blank, though the authorities were told th a t the ladies wanted 
dresses for a certain time, and they were getting  up stock for a certain time. T he m anufacturer said th a t 
unless the perm it was granted the work would not go in ; the perm it was refused, and the w ork was 
stopped ?— Such a case is possible.

1619. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— W hat guides you in granting or refusing a perm it ?— The Chief 
Inspector has only to make a recommendation. T he rule I  have adopted is to inquire w hether there is 
any exigency of trade, as required by the section.

1620. From  whom do you get th a t inform ation ?— I  have a great deal of office-work to do, and 
cannot be continually in the factories, bu t I  ask the inspectors, and in certain cases I  v isit the  factories and 
ask the m anufacturers. O f course, in Cup time it is understood there is an exigency of trade.

1621. Do you, as Chief Inspector, th ink yourself qualified to say w hether there is an exigency of 
trade or not ?— I  th ink  I am qualified to try  and ascertain.

1622. B u t are you qualified to ascerta in?— I  th ink  so, as m uch as any other person. T he A ct 
ranges over some hundreds of trades. I  do not th ink  any one could be a skilled expert in all classes of 
trade.

1623. Y et you have to give an  opinion ?— Y es, I  have to give an opinion as to w hether there is an 
exigency w ith in  the m eaning of the section.

1624. You th ink  yourself qualified to do th a t over hundreds of trades ?— I  do. I  do not say tha t of 
my own individual knowledge I  am intim ately  acquainted w ith  hundreds of trades ; but, as an actual fact, 
the  overtim e is confined largely to those trades w here women are dealt w ith.

1625. B y  the H on. J . A .  W allace.—Is  it because you consider there are plenty of unemployed at 
the time th a t you refuse a perm it ?— T h a t is one of the  rules ; we do not allow overtime if there are 
persons in the trade unemployed and w anting work.

1626. Supposing the m anufacturers will not do as you bid them, the  w ork is not allowed to go on?—■ 
Unless they take reasonable steps to ascertain th a t the hands out of w ork w ill not suit them.

1627. U nless they  w ill give time and a h a lf  a t 15s. a week to girls whose pay is 3s. ?—I t  would 
only be 2^d. or l^ d . an hour overtime at 3s.

1628. B y  the Hon. N . T hornley.— Is th a t the average pay. I f  you say 3s. is the wage, and the
overtime is only 2d. an hour, th a t is not sta ting  the  case quite fairly. W h at is the maximum pay, not the
minimum pay ?— I  should say it ranges up to 25s.

1629. The average would be 14s. a week ?— I  do not th ink  14s. would be the average. I  should
think the average would be about 1 0 s. or 1 2 s.

1630. Then it  is not 2d. an hour ?— M r. W allace asked me if I  considered the tim e and a half was 
a consideration ; and I  say no, not w hen the  pay is 3s. a week.

1631. B y  the H on. T . D . W anliss.— T h a t m ust be for young girls im proving ; com petent women 
would get more than  3 s. a week ?— I f  they are required to work overtim e they m ust be able to do some
th ing  ; th a t was the position taken  up by the G overnm ent in this Bill.

1632. W e are speaking of the  average wages of workwomen ; do you say they  only get an average
of 3s. ?— N ot an average.

1633. B y  the H o n .  JSf. Thornley.— W hat proportion does the 3s. bear to the 25s. ?— I  could not 
give th a t inform ation ; the factories' s ta tistics have never been compiled on th a t basis— 30 factories sent 
in returns for the year 1894 in w hich not a single hand was paid anything.

1634. U nless th a t guides you in coming to a conclusion you are w orking in the  dark, because you 
do not know the number receiving 3s. ?— I  know of 30 factories in w hich they  are getting  nothing.

1635. H ow  many are there  in the factories ?— T hey  would average about 150 altogether in the 
30 factories.

1636. H ow  many employes are there a ltogether in the  whole of the  factories ? A bout 36,000, 
T ha t is only dealing w ith  one small item  of trade. T hose were small factories.

1637. B y  the Hon. T . JD. W anliss.— Those  would be apprentices ?— T here was no one in the 
factory paid. A  woman ran her factory by apprentices and improvers. I  am quoting their own returns.

1638. B y  the Hon. N . Thornley.— Those are the factories into w hich you w ant to drive the outside 
labour, where a m anufacturer can run a factory  w ith hands th a t he pays nothing to ? W e propose to avoid
th a t in future. _

1639. B y  the H on. the Chai/rmom.— N ow  as to clause 16?— In  connexion w ith my statem ent tha t it 
would be difficult to obtain perm its, I  would like to say th a t the Factories A ct Inqu iry  Board pointed out 
that supervision was certainly necessary in connexion w ith  the out-workers.

1640. A s to sanitary arrangem ents ?— T hey were dealing w ith  prices too, and in paragraphs 41 and 
42 of the R eport they say th a t vo luntary  combination has failed. T h a t is in the first Report. I  woul 
also point out th a t Mr. Bedggood, in connexion w ith question 24, said sw eating was unknown in A m enca, 
where all the  w ork w as done in factories. M r. Fow ler, who appeared for the  la ilo rs  U nion, o jectec o 
any perm its w hatever ; bu t I  would like to point out, in  connexion w ith  tha t, th a t the  perm its to wor



would necessarily be a very small number, because it would only be for bodily affliction in the case of 
tailois. W e could hardly recognise th a t a man had domestic duties to attend to. The same answer would 
aPPv M r* Billson’s objection to permits.

1641. U nder the Bill there are three Boards to be appointed ; do you think it necessary to have
^ an ?ne -^Par^ ? I t  would not be necessary in order to deal w ith the hours and wages of any one

trade, but there would have to be different Boards to deal w ith the different trades.
1642. Do you th ink it necessary to have more than one Board to deal with each trad e?—No, it 

would not be absolutely necessary.
1643. T h at Board should operate over the whole of Victoria ?— In  my opinion it should.
1644. Should th a t Board be appointed by the Governor in Council, or elected by the parties 

interested ? I  th ink it  ̂would not be difficult to have an electoral roll for the manufacturers ; it would be 
a little  difficult to provide a roll for the employes.

1645. Would th a t be an insurmountable difficulty ?— Almost. I  cannot imagine any scheme unless 
you have a regular electors’ roll.

1646. Could you not allow all those in the various factories to appoint representatives?—If  you 
could get them  together you could—if they would come together. I  think the case of the employers m ight 
be m et by allowing the scale of fees to regulate their votes. There is a scale of fees under the Factories 
A ct, according to the number of persons employed. In  th a t case a m anufacturer employing 61 hands would 
have the same number of votes as a person employing 300, because the fees do not go above 60.

1647. You th ink the appointment, as far as the employes are concerned, should remain w ith the 
G overnor in Council ?— I  th ink so. I t  m ight be made by the trades, where there is a union.

1648. I f  it were left to the Governor in Council, how would he get to know whom to appoint ?— 
I  am tak ing  it for granted he would consult his officers where he cannot consult the trades.

1649. Does th a t mean he would have to consult the Chief Inspector; if  so, how would the Chief 
Inspector ascertain the views of the work-people ?— H e can only do his best.

1650. Is  there not ju s t as much difficulty in your ascertaining who should be appointed as in leav
ing it  to the  work-people ?■—I f  i t  is possible to regulate it, I  would certainly say leave it to the employes; it 
w ould be infinitely more advisable.

1651. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace .—If  the employes can appoint their proper number of repre
sentatives, w hat is to prevent the m anufacturers doing so ?— I  th ink  the manufacturers could. There is 
no difficulty as far as they are concerned.

1652. B y  the H on. the Chairmcm.—Do you think there would be any difficulty in the Board 
determ ining the lowest price to be paid ?— I  think the Board could determine the lowest price in the goods 
for w hich they  would probably be appointed-. The idea in this section, I  think, was to appoint a Board to 
deal w ith  men’s clothing, shirts, boots, and, possibly, w ith  certain articles of women’s attire, such as 
blouses, though th a t is open to doubt.

1658. H ow  would you arrive a t the price in a factory where there is subdivision of labour, say, in 
the  case of a young girl at 2 s. 6 d. a week ?— I  th ink the young girl would come under the head of im
provers ; she would be paid a wage.

1654. The object of fixing the price is to fix the minimum wage ?—- Yes, practically th a t is so.
1655. From  your knowledge of the details of the trade, do you think it is possible to fix the price of 

every little  item  in connexion w ith  the manufacture of a suit of clothes ?-—E ither by wage or by piece. I  
th ink  it  is ; i t  is done by the trade itself.

1656. T he price having been fixed, do you th ink there would be any reason to suppose it would be 
k ep t?— I  th ink  there may be attem pts a t evasion ; but the majority will loyally keep it, and the officers 
will be able, more or less, to look after it.

1657. H ow  would you discover it had not been observed ?— W e should receive information. I  do 
not th in k  it  possible to discover th a t by inquiries at the factory.

1658. A fter you obtained w hat you believed to be reliable information you would require to go to 
the  factory  and make inquiries ?— Yes, it would be very simple. A ll the manufacturer would have to show 
would be th a t he had paid the proper wages. I  do not th ink there would be great difficulty in a man 
exonerating  him self if he had paid the proper wage.

1659. Even if he had paid it w ith one hand and received it back w ith the other ? I  have no doubt 
I  should hear of that. I f  th a t were the case, I  should take tha t to be an evasion and prosecute him. 1 
have consulted m anufacturers since the Committee sat, and they have assured me they thought it was 
possible to fix: a  minimum wage.

1660. Some of the w itnesses before the Board did not express tha t opinion ? Mr. George took 
exception to the  fixing of the price in connexion with certain articles of womens attire, such as dresses. 
T he G overnm ent never imagined the Board would fix the exact mode in which a lady s dress was to be 
made; bu t the  object of the section, I  think, is to deal with men’s clothing boots, shirts, and certain 
articles— below w hich they would not be able to go in women’s attire.

1661. I t  is not lim ited to th a t ?— No.
1662. Supposing we have an energetic inspector, would he not feel bound to carry out the working 

of the A ct ?— I  do not th ink there is anything mandatory in it, and if  he did attem pt it, I  think he would 
fail. M r. B arnett, who was the only clothing m anufacturer who appeared to object to this clause, on his 
own behalf said he though t the m anufacturers could fix the prices themselves, and then ask Farliam ent to 
legalize them. I  th ink  nothing could be plainer than th a t he thought prices could be xe

1663. W ith  regard to outside work, would it all be piece-work ? Yes. _
1664. T h a t would have to be fixed by the  Board ?— Yes; I  think it is generally admitted th a t is

P0SSlbl 1665. T he price having been fixed, is there anything to prevent outside workers working twelve 
hours if they  liked ?—-No. t ,

1666. Do you see any way to prevent it ?^—No, I  do not think it is proposed to try  an s op a .
1667. T hen w hat is the object of the permit ?— To have them under supervision, so rat we s ou 

^ n0w the persons who were getting it, and know th a t they legitimately require it. I  can imagine it is 
possible th a t some of the widows w ith children should have to work more than the 48 hours.

1668. I t  would be throw n upon the Chief Inspector to decide w hether a large number of those outside 
workers really wanted it ?—Y es, practically th a t is it;  or by the Board or whoever is put in th a t position.



1669. You are pu t in th a t position ?— A t present I  am.
Chief ^nsPec ôr or the Board ?— I  presume the women would much rather 

deal w ith the Chief Inspector than w ith  the Board, because they  would be practically dealing w ith  lady 
inspectors. I t  would be quite impossible for me to see all those women. I  think there would be 
infinitely more sym pathy w ith the lady inspectors or the Chief Inspector than  w ith a Board appointed as 
this would be.

1671. E ven though they represented the employers and the employed ?— They would not represent 
the outside workers.

1672. W hy not ?• T hey m ight, bu t I  take i t  th is Board would be appointed to represent the 
employes in factories.

1673. M ight not th a t result in its being so worked as practically to crush those outside workers ?— 
ISo, because the Board is so balanced th a t I  do not th ink an injustice could be done ; they are bound to 
fix the prices for the outside workers.

1671. You are supposing the perm its are gran ted  by the Board ?— I  do not th ink it would m atter 
whom they were granted by—the section is m andatory about fixing the prices.

1675. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.— Supposing a certain class of articles cost 3s., w hat difference 
does it make w hether a person took three hours or ten  hours to m ake it ?— I f  it were by piece-work it would 
make no difference whatever.

1676. Therefore, if a person chooses to take tw elve hours instead of eight, w hat does it m atter, as 
long as you lim it the quantity  to be turned out in one week ?— I  do not th ink there was ever any intention 
to lim it the hours of the outside workers.

1677. B y  the Hon. S . W. Cooke.— If there is a minimum wage in Victoria, is there not a risk of 
business being driven to a colony where there is not a minimum wage ?— I  do not th ink so. A t the  present 
moment m anufacturers are paying the wage th a t I  take it th is Board would fix ; th a t is, a large num ber of 
them  are, so if one class can do it now, the others whom we are try ing  to coerce could do it, and they would 
not lose the ir trade.

1678. B y  the Hon. T. D . W anliss.— A re they  not practically  turning out inferior work and getting 
inferior workmen ?— Some of them are w orking for very good houses. I  do not th ink  it is inferior work ; 
I  have never heard it alleged th a t it is inferior.

1679. B y  the Hon. N . Thornley.— If the outside w orkers are not represented on the Board while the 
inside workers are, w hat is to prevent the inside w orkers pu tting  such a price on the outside work as to 
compel the outsiders to come inside the fac to ry?— T he m a n u fa c tu red  interests. There are two manu
facturers and an independent chairman on the Board. T he m anufacturers to some ex ten t represent the 
outsiders ; thte m anufacturers w ill work on behalf of the outside w orkers, because the m anufacturers say 
they  w ill be injured if the outside work is stopped.

1680. H o w  do y o u  r ec o n c ile  th a t  w i t h  y o u r  s ta te m e n t  th a t  an  o u ts id e  w o rk er  w i l l  p re fer  an in sp ec to r  
to  th e  B o a r d  ?— A n y  w o m a n  w i l l  p re fer  to  c o m e  an d  ta lk  to  on e  p e r so n , Avhether an  in sp e c to r  or n o t, to  
s p e a k in g  to  e ig h t  or te n .

1681. B y  the Hon. S. W . Cooke.— You would not object to those having perm its being represented 
on the Board ?—N ot in the slightest.

1682. T hey each have a perm it, and therefore by law  should b e  entitled  to vote ?— Yes, it would be 
easier w ith  the outside w orkers than w ith the inside workers.

1683. B y  the Hon. N . Thornley.—Y ou would not be afraid of a combination betw een the outside 
workers and the employers to fix a price for the employes in the factory ?— No, I  do not th ink  there is any 
grave fear of any injustice being done in th a t Avay.

1684. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.— E very B oard is appointed by its own trade, and thoroughly 
understands it. I f  an inspector has to give a decision as to price, should he not have a thorough knowledge 
of all the branches ?— I t  would be quite impossible.

1685. B y  the Hon. the Chavrma/n.— Do you th ink  the Board should regulate the number of apprentices 
and im provers?—I th ink  it is obvious there m ust be some such clause as sub-section 7  of section 17, 
because every one in a factory m ust be paid the statem ent price, and will have to get wages according to 
law , or piece-work according to laAv, or they  m ust be apprentices or improvers. Those who object to th a t 
have overlooked the fact th a t they could not employ any young person a t all w ithout paying them  high 
salaries.

1686. B y  the Hon. T . D. W anliss.— Do you know of your own knowledge w hether this fixing of 
prices by the Board is carried out in the U nited  S tates or the U nited  K ingdom ?— N ot th a t I  knoAV of.

1687. I t  is quite a novel proposition ?— I t  is certainly new law.
1688. I t  is new legislation ?— Yes. I t  has been stated  repeatedly th a t it  Avould be impossible to 

make a log for the  clothing, but we have logs actually  in use, so it  is obvious it  is not impossible.
1689. H ave they been adhered to ?— T hey have been by a num ber of firms, and a little  pressure 

would have enabled the union to induce others to carry out the log.
1690. B y  the Hon. the Ghawma/n.— N ow  g o  to  s e c t io n  18, a s reg a rd s fu rn itu re  ; w h y  do y o u  have 

sp e c ia l c la u se s  fo r  fu r n itu r e  ?— T h a t  Avas n o t  in  th e  o r ig in a l d r a ft  o f  th e  Bill, it  w a s  pu t in  a fter w a r d s .
1691. W hat is your opinion of i t ? — I  have no know ledge w hatever as to w hether a log is possible 

in the furniture trade. A dm itting  it  is possible, and, as M r. M acLellan, the representative of Foy and 
Gibson, stated th a t sw eating existed in the trade, the  clause is desirable. I f  it is not possible, then the 
Board cannot act, and it will be a dead le tte r— if it  is possible, it Avill do good. I t  would be most 
difficult to enforce the log in the individual Chinese factories—the individual works on his own account 
— one Chinaman is a factory. I  cannot see how I  am to get evidence th a t he is doing anything against 
the law.

1692. A re you not likely to have equal difficulty w here there are four Avorking under the perm it 
system. T ake a m other and three daughters, are they likely to le t you into the secret ?— Sooner or later 
we can get a t them. I t  is easier to supervise m atters Avhere there are a number.

1693. W o u ld  i t  be o b je c tio n a b le  to  m a k e  a fa c to r y  a n y  p la c e  Avhere o n e  Avorks ?— I  th in k  it w o u ld  
be m o st o b je c tio n a b le .

1694. Y o u  th in k , a s far  a s  fu r n itu r e  i s  c o n c er n e d  Avith th e  C h in e se , it  is  n o t  o b je c tio n a b le  ?— I th in k  
i t  is  a b so lu te ly  n e c e s sa r y  to  h a v e  th e  in d iv id u a l a  fa c to r y , i f  y o u  are g o in g  to  tr y  an d  r e g u la te  th e  C h in e s e  
m o d e  o f  l iv in g .
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1695. Y et you say you cannot carry it out w ith  one worker as a factory ?— Only as regards section 
18—we could lim it the hours under section 27.

1696. Have the hours of labour been limited for men under any A ct of Parliam ent ?— In mining, 
the engine-drivers and men are strictly limited to 48 hours.

1697. 'i  ou heard one Chinese witness say th a t the Chinese are not capable of working eight hours 
stra igh t on, and th a t th a t would apply particularly to the older men ?—Y es.

1698. W hat would be the effect of compelling them to work between half-past seven and five ?— 
T hey would have an interval of an hour ; that is the only interval it does allow for.

1699. B y  the Hon. J . M . Pratt.— T h at is the meal interval ?— Yes ; they could split it up, of
course.

1700. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Do you approve of clause 27, which affects the Chinese as w ell? 
—I t  is obviously the only way to lim it the hours of the individual.

1701. You are in favour of passing an A ct lim iting the hours of labour to eight, w ith  the knowledge 
th a t they cannot work eight hours in the time ?— I  say this is the only way of effecting w hat is apparently 
desired in the Bill.

1702. Are you in favour of it ?— I  th ink it is a most difficult matter.
1703. Y ou are aware th a t the furniture-m akers profess to be anxious to place themselves on the 

same footing as the Chinese in all respects, sanitary and otherwise. Seeing that the Chinese cannot work 
eight hours continuously, would it not place them  at a disadvantage w ith the European workmen ?— I t  
m ight put a few in th a t position, but from w hat I  have heard of the trade I  do not think those cases can 
be such a large number. Mr. Hodges, in his evidence before the Sweating Board, suggested eight hours. 
T he tim e in their union was ten.

1704. B y  the Hon. J \ M . P ratt.— Is that eight hours during the day, or eight hours continuously ? 
— H e was speaking then as the representative of the Chinese manufacturers, and not as an individual.

1705. H e said th a t most of those older men could not work eight hours continuously?— T hat was 
his later evidence. The evidence I  am quoting was when he appeared before the Sweating Board.

1706. T aking  account of the objections from a Chinese stand-point, supposing you were to say a 
place shall be opened for ten hours, but they can work for only eight hours during the ten, that m ight meet 
the Chinese objection, but it is objectionable on the other hand, because they are liable to run into the 
ten hours ?— Yes.

1707. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.—M r. Hodges expressed his opinion th a t a great number of 
lunatics were in the asylums on account of the few hours they worked ; tha t if they had more labour they 
would be more regularly employed, and there would be fewer lunatics— w hat do you th ink of th a t? —  
I  th ink it is almost a lunatic’s statem ent. Objection was taken to section 21 as to whether it was mandatory 
on the councils to give this notice. In  line 2 1  it says the council “ shall,”  I  think that makes it manda
tory on the council.

1708. B y  the Hon. the Chawman.— Is clause 22, as to sleeping places, meant to meet any special 
class of work ?— I t  is framed w ith the idea of preventing Chinese eating, sleeping, and living all in one room.

1709. Do they do so ?— I  have reason to believe there is no doubt whatever tha t they do that in the 
individual cases.

1710. The evidence so far is contrary to th a t? — Some do it. I  have actually seen it myself, but 
not lately.

1711. H ow  long ago ?—I t  is about fourteen months since I  have been round.
1712. B y  the Hon. T. D . W anliss.— Is that one man, or several m en?— The individual ; tha t is 

w hat the European labourer complains he cannot do, and it  is the individual who lowers the prices right 
through. I t  is the individual Chinaman or any other man who lowers prices.

1713. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— T he women who get permits work in their own homes ?— Yes.
1714. You do no t specify th a t they shall not use the same room as a sleeping-room ?— No.
1715. W hy should you place a Chinaman on a different footing?— The object of this is to place

him on the  same footing as a European.
1716. You acknowledge tha t in the case of European women they may be sleeping in the same

room as they  are working in ?—I t  is possible.
1717. Y ou do not propose to prevent th a t? — Mo.
1718. Y ou do propose to prevent the Chinamen doing so?— Yes ; you put a Chinese workman on

the same footing as a European workman.
1719. B y  the Hon. T. D . W anliss.— W ould you object to a tailor sleeping m  the same room as he 

works in ?— I  th ink it is decidedly objectionable, but the one case is clothing and the other furniture. This 
clause was framed on the most positive evidence and recommendation of the Factories Inquiry Board,
paragraph 30 of the second R eport. . ,

1720. B y  the Hon. N . Thornley.— W e  have it in evidence that Germans are the mam outside
workers in cabinet work. Would you prevent them  sleeping in the work-room ?— I  have never heard that
allegation ; it is only the Chinese I  have heard it about. _

°  1721. A  witness said tha t nearly all the outside work was done by Germans ; it]is the custom of
their country ? - I  do not think there are many here. In  connexion w ith clause;2 2 , I  wish to draw atten- 
tion to Foy  and Gibson’s objection in regard to watchmen. I  think the objection was trivial. T e r  
premises are of su7 h a character th a t if they wished to avoid this they could put a watchman ,r] the ware- 
house and almost in the factory. I f  the watchman is wanted as a watchman he should be awake , not,
there is no objection to his sleeping 5 yards away from the factory. . t o .  „

1 7 2 2 . I t  says— “ Unless such sleeping place is effectually separated from the factory or work-room
by a substantial wall or partition extending from the floor to the ceiling. Take Foy am 1 . .
vou could not conveniently pu t a room in the centre or a prominent part of the shop wi par 1 i & g g 
up to the ceiling ?— T he sole objection to this clause is by Messrs. Foy and Gibson, an e o j 
th a t the man is wanted as a watchm an, and they w ant him, as a watchman, to sleep in the ac ory.

1723. They said they wanted them as a reserve. They have six watchmen walking a ou an wo 
sleeping? as a reserve, so th a t in case of fire occurring those two others could help ? I f  tha t is so, sure y 
it is hardly w orth while to alter the clause to meet the case, when they have ample room to put them  m 
the warehouse or the main shop.



1724. B y  the H on. T . D. W anliss.— Y ou w ill not allow them  to be pu t in the workshop. T he 
clause says— <c A  substantial partition  up to the  ceiling.” Suppose the ceiling is 30 feet up ?—I  do not 
know of any house to be dealt w ith in th a t way. T he only objection to it  was raised by Foy and Gibson, 
and I  do not th ink  it is sufficiently strong to justify  altering the clause of the Bill. I t  does not seem to 
me a serious objection at all.

1725. I f  you have a man sleeping on a place as a w atchm an, and he is closed in by partitions going 
up to  the  roof, he cannot be nearly so efficient. I f  he has a bed in a large room and is a ligh t sleeper, if 
any one comes in he w ill aw ake a t once ; bu t if you wall him  off, how can he tell ?— W henever I  have seen 
th e  w atchm en’s beds they have alw ays made a room for them. T he usual m eaning applied to a watchm an 
is not a  man w ho goes to sleep for the  eigh t hours he is on duty.

1726. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— Call him  a care taker?— I  know of no instance where they do not 
allow them  a room of some sort.

1727. Do you not know th a t m any prefer to have watchmen who do sleep to those who keep awake, 
because they  do not sm oke?— T h a t is possible.

1728. H ave you anyth ing  else to answer betw een th a t clause and No. 3 8 ? —In section 32, su b 
section 3, under the head of “ Inspection,” objection was taken  to u occupier or employe ” I  think it is 
absolutely necessary th a t an employe should give inform ation there, because the engines particularly dealt 
w ith  under th a t sub-clause are those in connexion w ith  which an employer in 99 cases out of 100 would 
not be on th e  spot, and it would be most difficult to ascertain who he was. T hey are engines working in 
th e  street, on buildings in connexion w ith  sewers and steam -rollers. I t  would be necessary for an employe 
to answ er th e  simple question who was in charge of the engine, and th a t is all he is required to answer.

1729. Is  th a t in the  English  B ill ?— Yes. I t  is in effect the same as sub-section 6  of section 11 
o f the P rincipal A ct, w hich gives us the  rig h t to examine the employes. In  the B ill it proposes to give 
pow er to exam ine them  alone.

1730. W ith regard to the closing of shops (section 38), you heard the evidence given by two 
gentlem en who appeared representing the city shops?— Y es. I  th ink  section 38 is simply a transcription 
of section 6  in A ct No. 1333. T h a t A c t was repealed, and this section is pu t in to keep it in force.

1731. T hey were afraid th a t if it  w ere to go to a vote those who had been in the habit of closing 
on Saturday afternoon m ight be out-voted, and the closing would take place on W ednesday ?— There is a 
rem ote possibility of tha t, but I  do not th ink  the  Governor in Council would make such a by-law. I t  is 
obvious it would sim ply be a conspiracy to make certain shopkeepers who w ork less hours than  others 
close their shop, on a day w hich is inconvenient, bu t to pu t it beyond doubt I  th ink  these words m ight be 
added to sub-clause 2 of section 39— “ 1. Provided th a t any by-law  made under this or the Principal A ct 
no tw ithstanding , no shop in the  city  of Melbourne w hich closes a t 1 p.m. on Saturdays shall be also 
required to close for a half-holiday on an y  other day of the week. 2. Provided further, th a t no general 
store or shop shall be compelled to close on more than  one afternoon in each w eek.”

1732. T h at is som ething in the  same direction as the amendm ent already proposed ?—Yes, some
th ing  in the  same way. I  would lim it it  to the city of M elbourne, because th a t is the only place I  know 
w here the shops do close on Saturday.

1733. B y  the H on. J . M . P ra tt.— T he city would go for closing on Saturday afternoon, and the 
suburbs for closing on W ednesday ?—Y es. I f  th a t is pu t in, the shops th a t close on Saturday could not 
be compelled to close on two days. A nother objection was taken  by Foy and Gibson.^ They are a 
little  difficult to deal w ith  because they are in a locality w here there is no Saturday h a lf-h o lid ay ; there is 
a general desire among the shopkeepers to close on one particular day in the week, and it  is a little  hard to 
ask P arliam ent to legislate for Foy and Gibson, because they are the only firm th a t would be affected by 
th a t, and they are in a d istric t w here it is probable they  would be asked to close on W ednesday. I  think 
provision m ight be made th a t no general store should be asked to close on more than  one afternoon in each 
week. T h a t would be a fair arrangem ent. T h a t w ould come in after the last provision of sub-section 
2 of section 39.

1734. B y  the H on. J . A. W allace.— Is it usual in other countries to compel people to close for 
half-a-day in each w eek ?— T hey are not compelled here unless the m ajority  w ish i t ; it u  practically local 
option.

1735. B y  the H on. J . M . P ra tt.— W hat is the practice in London ?— I  th ink  the large shops close
o n  S a tu r d a y s . - .

1736. B y  the H on. the Chavrmcm.— T he object really is to give the employes one afternoon in the
week ?— Yes. /

1737. W ould there be any objection, instead of giving one afternoon for the whole of the employes, 
to provide th a t every one should have one afternoon in the week ?— T h a t is the provision in the Bill. 
Section 51 provides for th a t. I f  they agree among them selves to close on a certain day clause 39 enables 
them  to do it. M r. George, in question 520, says— “ T he  nex t is clause 42— 6 R egulations as to hours of 
em ployment of young persons and women in shops/ ”  T h a t clause does not affect him because it only 
affects shops in the 4th Schedule of the P rincipal A ct, and he does not come under the 4th Schedule. 
M r. M acLellan, in question 690, dealing w ith  clause 43, objected to the  fact tha t, supposing a public holiday 
came in the week, he could only employ them  eleven hours on the one day. T he clause provides th a t the 
employes shall not be kep t more than  eleven hours on one day in the week. T o meet th a t difficulty, which 
is a legitim ate one, provision m ight be made in sub-clause 1, section 43, providing that in any week in
w hich a public holiday occurs eleven hours’ work may be done on tw o days in the week, providing the
public holiday is not on a Saturday. T h a t is practically carry ing into effect the present Act. Mr. G-eorge 
also took exception to sub-clause 2, on the ground tha t the Chief Inspector m ight impose conditions. 
I  th ink  it is clear no power w hatever is given to impose conditions. No condition can be imposed— he may 
refuse the perm it.

1738. H ave you any th ing  to say about section 44, dealing w ith w aitresses ?—I  th in k  it is a very
necessary and beneficial provision. ,

1739. A re  you speaking from your own observation ?— Only from w hat I  have been told. W e have
no rig h t of entry  or to question them.

1740. A re you a  sort of F a th e r Confessor about these com plaints ?—A  great deal comes to me
th rough  M iss C uthbertson. T he  women speak to her and she tells me.



hey d o ^ ^ '  ^  ^  Hon. J. M . P ra tt.— They speak more freely to her than to you ?—Yes, no doubt

1742. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— W hat is your opinion of clause 45— “ Hours of work of nurses ” ?
, cannot speak of my personal experience. As to clause 48, I  understand th a t the sole objection to 

a las been taken as to milk. I  have heard no objections raised as to bread and meat. I  think it has 
een 1 ather overlooked. The objections have been chiefly taken in the press. The only objection taken in 
us room was by M r. Derham, who said it was laughed out of the room of the Chamber of M anufactures, 
e caii ardly be aware tha t it has been in force for nine months, and has been working well, so I do not 

see why the Chamber should have laughed it out. I t  has been in force in Melbourne and Ballarat.
7 3. B y  the Hon. the Chairman .— Do you mean on certain days there is only one delivery a day ? 

*— le s ,  on the Sunday and W ednesday, I  think. In  connexion w ith clause 49, sub-clause 3, as to 
e ivery of milk at any railway station, I  th ink  “ a t any railway station ” m ight come out, to allow of 

waggons coming from the country. I  believe that will meet the wishes of those concerned.
. 1744. B y  the H o n .H . Cuthbert.— You would not confine it to a railway station ?— No ; in connexion

w ith clause 5 1 ,1  went round to a large number of those shops that Mr. George represented, and they 
assured me they had no objection to the hour of one o’clock, but subsequently to that I  believe there was 
a conference, and Mr. George represented their views. Since then I  have also seen one or two of them, 
and apparently there is some difficulty, even if they had two o’clock, because some of them cannot allow 
the employes to leave immediately they close. W ith the object of assisting both sides in the Bill I  thought 
of suggesting th a t shops should be closed a t half-past one, and a provision similar to the one in the New 
Zealand Shops A ct, clause 5, m ight be inserted :— “ I f  any shop assistant or office employe be employed in 
the ordinary course of his business in any shop or office later than half-an-hour after the prescribed time of 
closing, the employer shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding Five pounds for each offence in respect of 
each shop assistant or office employe so employed.” T hat is the New Zealand law. T hat would meet the 
shops half-way, and give them  a chance of closing up.

1745. B y  the Hon. the Chairman .—Do you know how th a t works in New Zealand ?— No.
1746. A re you prepared to adopt it w ithout knowing how it works ?—I  am prepared to adopt it as 

compared w ith clause 51. I  th ink it is absolutely necessary to have some provision similar to the New 
Zealand law, because they cannot let an employe out directly they close the establishment.

1747. B y  tl\e Hon. J . M . P ra tt.—Customers come in during the morning purchasing goods which 
have to be sent ou t—do you apply the clause to carters who have to deliver those goods ?— No, it does not 
apply to the  carters, it is only shop employes.

1748. B y  the Hon. the Chai/rma/n.— T he carters very often work a portion of their time in the shops. 
T hey work in the  morning in the shop and take the goods out in the afternoon. In  New Zealand it has 
been decided th a t a carter is a shop employe ?— [Wo answer.~\

1749. B y  the Hon. J . M . P ra tt.— Suppose a customer buys goods in the morning, and the goods 
have to be made up by several persons ; an assistant has to make up those goods and get them ready for 
the carter to take away, is the ex tra  half-hour any good ?— One gentleman said ha lf to three-quarters of 
an hour would be ample for his purpose. A s an actual fact, if a shop closes a t two, as they propose, the 
employes would probably not get away until three.

1750. B y  the Hon. the Chai/rman.— Sub-clause 2 of clause 51 provides tha t the occupier is liable to 
be punished in regard to each person who has not “ had and taken a half-holiday” — how can an employer 
compel a man to take a half-holiday ?— H e need not allow him on the premises. Unless th a t is in a man 
can easily say— “ You can have a holiday, but if you do take it we will not w ant you in fu ture.”

1751. Is  th a t in any A ct th a t you are aware o f? —I  cannot say that it  is.
1752. Is  this one of your suggestions ?—I  think it is possibly my drafting. I  think it is absolutely 

necessary.
1753. W o u ld  i t  n o t b e  su ffic ien t i f  t h e y  h a d  th e  o p tio n  o f  ta k in g  th e  h o lid a y  ?— I  do n o t  th in k  th a t  

i s  su ffic ien t. I n  t h e  c a se  I  h a v e  m e n tio n e d  a m a n  h a s  th e  c h o ice  o f  g o in g  n e x t  w e e k  or s to p p in g  in  
th e  sh o p .

1754. Section 53 provides th a t information shall be laid w ithin twelve months ; it  is a t present one 
month— w hy was it extended ?— To meet the furniture stamping. I t  was considered advisable to extend 
it  beyond one month, because in some cases brought under our notice one month is too short.

1755. M ight it not be very difficult for a m anufacturer to disprove a charge brought against him 
after the lapse of tw elve months ?— Yes. I  th ink  two months is long enough generally, and twelve months 
in the furniture trade. You m ight only find furniture unstamped some months after it has been made, and 
then you have to trace it  back to the man. In  tha t case the man would only have to keep his furniture 
away for two months, and then our power would fail. I  think it is easy for any man to clear himself of 
any charge of not stamping, even tw elve months afterw ards. Exception was taken to the immense power 
given in connexion w ith the m aking of regulations in clause 55. I  think that the notices are now generally 
posted up, bu t it cannot be enforced in one or two cases, and it was thought better to make it legal in all. 
In  England they have to buy their notices, here they are supplied. The powers are really absolutely 
necessary to the B ill. They are not excessive in any way.

1756. A re you in favour of stam ping ?—Yes. I  think it will give the public an opportunity (and 
some will take advantage of it) to give the European work the preference. I  th ink they are entitled to 
have th a t opportunity.

1757. W hich is the cheaper furniture, the Chinese or European ?— The Chinese. _
1758. Do you th ink the bulk of the buyers will buy the cheaper or the dearer furniture . - I  think 

a large number who now buy furniture, th inking it is European, will have a chance of knowing it is Chinese
an d  avoiding it. i . n ,

1759. I t  will also give the buyer an opportunity of leaving Victorian furniture alone altogether, 
because when furniture is unstamped he will say— “ This is English furniture, and I  will buy it  ̂ ? -It 
will give him th a t opportunity, no doubt. This clause was passed by the Legislative Assembly previously, 
practically? and it was refused by the U pper House on the ground that it was not uniform law ; now both 
sides have agreed to have a uniform law.

1 7 6 0 . B y the Hon. S . Cooke.— Can you give any reason why the price of labour should be fixed 
and not the price of produce ?— I  th ink you can fix the price of the one, and it is difficult to fix the price of

F a c t o r i e s .  <3.



the other in th is A ct. T he G overnm ent in fram ing clauses 16 and 17 have been under the belief tha t the 
m ajority of consumers were willing and anxious to pay fair wages, and were able to do so. T h a t is the 
point in connexion w ith  this.

1761. Y et when potatoes were very low, not very long ago, and wheat very low, the public did not 
offer a h igher price than  the m arket price, though it was well known th a t grow ing potatoes a t that rate did 
not pay unless they had a very large yield indeed ?— You can get at the one and it is very difficult to get at 
the  other. T he  one is more a question of supply and demand. In  this particular case I  do not th ink it is 
a question of supply and demand. A s to clothing, the public are w illing to pay 3 d. a pair ex tra  on trousers, 
so th a t women shall not starve. I  do not say they can pay 5s. a ton ex tra  on potatoes so tha t farmers 
shall m ake more money.

1762. You give a particular case, bu t it is a new principle being introduced which may have very 
wide effect, I  do not say disastrous ; it m ight do good, but, at the same time, the principle involved is a 
very big one ?— [Aro answer.~\

1763. B y  the Hon. N . Thornley.— You excuse it  on the ground th a t it is a small thing. Potatoes 
las t year w ere 10s. a ton ?— I  do not excuse it  on the ground th a t it is a small th ing ; I  th ink  it is an 
immense one.

1764. B y  the Hon. T . D . W anliss.— W ould you recommend th a t all consumers should be compelled 
to pay 80s. a ton for potatoes instead of 1 0 s., so as to allow the farm er to live ?— I th ink  the one depends 
upon climate, Providence, and fifty things which the other does not depend upon. The m anufacturer’s 
goods are not destroyed by Providence, nor has he to deal w ith  a sudden superabundance. N ature may 
suddenly produce ten times the ordinary crop.

1765. W hom does the m anufacturer depend upon ?— T he public ; the population of the country.
1766. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— Whom do they live on?— On the farmer, I  suppose. I  think 

in one case it is a know n supply and demand, in the other case it is an absolutely unknown one. W hen 
the  crops of the country fail through drought it is impossible for the farm er to cope w ith  t h a t ; it  is an 
act of Providence.

1767. T h e  m anufacturer is to get his regular price and the work-people in the factory their regular 
price, irrespective of w hether the farm er gets his regular price or not ?— We do not seek to give the m anu
facturer a good p r ic e ; we seek to give the employe a good price.

1768. T hen the employe m ust receive a fair wage irrespective of w hether the farmer makes money 
or loses ?— Yes.

1769. B y  the Hon. N . T horn ley .— Is there any reason why you cannot carry the minimum wage to 
the farm  servants ?— I  should like to see a minimum wage righ t through.

1770. Suppose you have a minimum w age and the price of produce falls how can the farmers afford 
to pay a fixed price ?— A ll minimum rates are subject to revision.

1771. T he usual price of potatoes is £3  a ton, last year it was 10s. W ould a farm er’s man take 
th a t proportion of his wages ?— W hen the potatoes are so cheap it is obvious there are very large quantities, 
so it does not follow the farm er is injured by the fall in the  price.

The witness withdrew.

Joseph  F . R ichardson exam ined.
1772. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat are you ?— M anager of the Colonial Sugar-refining Com

pany in V ictoria ; it has branches in other colonies.
1773. W hat portion of the B ill do you w ish to speak upon ?— I  w ish to speak upon clause 19, 

“ Pow er to appoint special Board to fix hours of labour.”
1774. Does your establishm ent come under the head of factory or work-room ?— Yes, we are under 

the Factories A ct now. I  would like to say th a t this clause introduces an entirely fresh principle, and did not 
form any part of the B ill as it was introduced into the Assem bly by the Governm ent. T he Chief Secretary 
in his speecli expressly disclaimed any idea of regulating the hours of adult male labour in V ictoria by this 
B ill. T his clause was introduced by a private Member.

1775. Do you object to i t? — Yes, on several grounds. T he  first objection is th a t it is an entirely 
fresh departure in legislation. H itherto  the m atters w ith  which this deals have been m atters which have 
been, as I  th ink, properly between the employer and the employe. T here has been no legislation on the 
subject before, and as a m atter of fact, having been m anaging th is company for 37 years, I can say there 
has been nothing in the shape of a lock-out or strike, nor has there been any dispute excepting an ordinary 
dispute w ith  an individual man now and again, nothing but w hat was capable of perfectly easy, amicable, 
and im m ediate adjustm ent.

1776. You th ink  the men on the one hand and the employers on the other are perfectly able to 
arrange the m atter ?— Yes, perfectly able. T here is not the slightest difficulty in the world.

1777. B y  the Hon. J . M. P ra tt.— You th ink  no special Board is required to fix th is m atter ?—No. 
T he  n ex t objection is to section 1, w hich provides th a t the G overnor in Council may if he think fit from 
tim e to time do certain  th in g s ; though nominally th a t power is vested in the G overnor in Council it really 
is in the hands of the M inister adm inistering the B ill who, presumably, is the Chief Secretary, and that 
M inister if moved thereto by persons more or less acquainted w ith  the m atter may call into being a Board 
which may proceed to stir up a great deal of strife w here none exists.

1778. B y  the Hon.. I I . Cuthbert.— W ould not the M inister have to report to the Governor in 
Council ?—Yes. T he Governor in Council would have to assent.

1779. Therefore every M inister form ing the Council would have an opportunity of giving his views 
for or against the M inister’s opinion ?— Yes ; bu t the M inister takes action on the ground of representation 
made to him, and he may be moved to take  action on very im perfect and insufficient information. The 
n ex t poiut is the constitution of the Board. T he Board is to consist of four members and a chairman, and 
in section 2  of the  same clause it says tw o shall be appointed as representatives of the employers and two 
as representatives of the employes. I  take th a t to mean tha t the M inister will appoint two persons whom 
he in his judgm ent m ight think fit to represent the company, and two who in his judgm ent were fit to 
represent the w orking man. I f  there is to be a Board at all, the parties interested should have either a 
voice in the nomination or be consulted in some way. A t present any two persons m ight be chosen to 
represent us, and we m ight feel them  to be very incom petent.



V  T1! ^ ' ^  ^ ie ^ 0n" ^ ie Chairman.— Is there any other sugar-refining company besides your own ?—
6S' a 4. re 18 a sma^  one in P ort Melbourne. W e would like to have a voice as to who shall represent

us. A t present we have no voice at all.
1 t ^  ^~on‘ ■®r* Cuthhert.— are the hours of labour in your establishm ent ?— There are

f. °.L' , . lands altogether ; some work 48 and some 54 hours a week. There are four women, who are
lim ited  by law  to 48 hours.

. ^782. Do you exceed 54 hours ?— There may he a few exceptional cases. The working manager 
can give you more information. '

1783. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Do you ever need to work overtime ?—Yes, sometimes. The 
nex pom is th a t those four representatives having been appointed have to appoint a chairman, and if they 
a m  - a, c uty the Governor in Council appoints him. Suppose there were two members who fairly 

iepresen e the employers, and two on the other side, so that the voting would be equal, the chairman, 
in his^hand °T mi^ have any special knowledge, has practically the determination of the whole m atter

1/84. Plow  could you get over that ?— I  do not know.
> . .  ̂ "̂ "s ^ar as your trade is concerned, the Board is not wanted ?—-Not at all. T hat is my primary

objection I  am very sorry to see one suggested.
1786. B y  the Hon. N . Thornley .— In  arbitration the two sides name an umpire—why cannot the 

represen atives of the employers and employes agree to nominate an umpire themselves, and if  they cannot 
agree upon t le umpire, then there is no Board ?— T hat is right, but in this case the four members appoint 
, 6  c ianm an , and his vote determines the whole question. I f  those four men happen to be two and two, 
he deteimmation of the 'whole question is thrown into the hands of one man.

 ̂ ^  *k°se f°ur men do not agree upon the appointment of the chairman, there is no Board ?—
o, but if they do elect him, and the voting is equal, the whole thing is thrown into the hands of one man.

1788. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthhert.— T hat objection might be taken to every case of arbitration that 
the whole power is given to the umpire. W here two arbitrators disagree they refer it to an umpire ?—I  do 
not suppose there is much difference between an umpire and a chairman after all, but we object to being 
placed at the mercy of one man w ithout any appeal. There is no power of appealing from the decision of 
tha t man, whoever he may be. •

1789. Whom would you recommend the appeal should be made to ?— To some legal tribunal, any 
court, or judge of a court.

1790. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat would they know about it?— Nothing.
1791. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthhert.— You object to clause 19 in toio?—Yes, on every conceivable 

ground. Then as to sub-section 4, it says— “ A ny person who either directly or indirectly, or under any 
pretence or device, employs or authorizes to be employed, any person for a longer term in any day or week 
than the time so determined, shall be guilty of an offence against this A ct.” Under that clause no over
time can be worked a t all. I f  the Board fix that a factory shall work seven hours'a day, when tha t time 
is up the work is stopped ; tha t is impossible in a factory, which is practically worked continuously. You 
cannot stop the works ; you must work men overtime w ith or without payment, as the case may be. 
U nder this section you are liable to heavy fines, and if you do it three times you are liable to go to gaol.

1792. Do you work day and night ?— The work is practically continuous. The place is never stopped 
except for a few hours on Sunday— w e.have relays of men. Under this there could be no overlapping.

1793. B y  the Hon. T. D . Wanliss.— Your business could not be carried on?—No, it would be 
impracticable.

1794. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthhert.— Supposing the eight hours system were brought in, could you not 
w ork under the eight hours’ system w ith relays of men ?—No, I  do not think so. The working manager 
can speak as to that.

1795. B y  the Hon. W. I . W inter-Irving.—If  you were working under this clause could you produce 
sugar as cheaply as you do at present ?— I  do not think it would make any difference. Suppose we pay a 
man, as we do, 7s. a day, th a t is 8 d. or 9d. an hour. If  that man only worked half the time he would earn 
only half the amount, we should pay no more wages. W e are not afraid of the effect upon the wages, but 
of the effect upon the organization of the place.

1796. B y  the Hon. II . Cuthhert.— Would it benefit the workmen if this were carried ?—Not the 
slightest. The whole th ing is utterly  unnecessary in my judgment.

1797. B y  the Hon. T. D. W anliss.—I f  you vrere liable to three months imprisonment you would 
w ant a much larger salary ?— Yes. T hen I  have some remarks to make about clause 32 as to .engine- 
drivers. W e have no objection to the alteration tha t this Bill contemplates ; it is simply that the man 
who holds a certain kind of certificate now has got to do something different—we do not see any benefit in 
tha t, but we take no objection. W e would like this A ct to amend what we believe to be a great defect in 
the Principal A ct, as to requiring certain men to hold certificates at all. The only difference between the 
amending B ill and the Principal A ct a t present is th a t it alters the mode of dealing with certificates. The 
man who has a certificate under the Principal A ct at present has to produce the certificates in a different 
order. T h a t does not affect us in any way ; we do not care how he gets the certificate, but if this is an 
amending A ct we would like to be heard as to the necessity of amending the Principal A ct in the diiection of 
not requiring certain men to hold certificates. We employ a great number of men who ought not to be required 
to hold certificates. We say certificates of service and competency in certain cases are entirely unnecessary.

1798. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Do you w ant a man to have charge of an engine who is not 
certificated?—No, but we want to have distinctions made.

The witness withdrew.

George Argo Turner examined.
1799. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— W hat are you ?—I  am works manager for the Colonial Sugar- 

refining Company.
1800. W hat have you to say about these clauses ?— I  have nothing to add to what Mr. Richardson has said.
1801. W hat have you to say about the hours of work ?— We work eight hours wherever possible ; 

but working night and day it is impossible to work eight hours, because you cannot work eight hours 
without a meal. There are only three eights in 24, and working like tha t a man would get no meal hour ; -



we spell them  for the ir meals, and it  comes to 54 hours a week in some cases, and in some cases less. W here 
it is possible we work the  eight hours w herever the men can take their meals while they are working, the 
same as a m iner does.

1802. B y  the Hon. T . D . W anliss.— Y ou do not find the  men object to those hours ? — No, we have 
never had any objection. W e have eight-hour men w orking alongside these men. T he men see the reason 
of it, and we very  seldom change our men. W e have seldom had a case of a man leaving us, W e work 
relays of men n ig h t and day, year in and year out.

1803. E ach  m an comes on for eigh t hours ?— Y es. I f  he comes on for ten  hours we have men 
arranged to spell th a t m an for h is meals ; bu t it  is not possible in every case to abide strictly  by the eight 
hours, because he could not get his meals.

1804. I t  is eight hours consecutively, or ten  hours w ith  the spells ?— Yes. W e have dining-rooms 
on the place for the men to take their meals in.

1805. W hat are the  w ages paid ?— From  7s. a day to £ 4  a week.
1806. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— Do the  men who come on for ten  hours get more than  the men 

who work eigh t hours ?— Y es. W e pay no man under 6 s. who w orks eigh t hours, and no man under 7s. 
who w orks over eight hours.

1807. B y  the Hon. S . W . Coohe.— Does any one w ork more than  the 54 hours ?—No, taking the 
year all round.

1808. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— H ave you any women w orking there ?—Five. T hey  earn about 
25s. a  w eek.

1809. B y  the Hon. T . D . Wanliss.— W h at do they do ?— M ake bags.
1810. B y  the Hon. S . W. Coohe.— H ow  m any hours do they  w ork ?— E ig h t. T hey  come on at 

eight o’clock in the  morning and leave a t five. T hey  have one hour out for meals.
1811. W hat is your opinion about the proposed Board ?— I t  could not be worked a t all. You could 

never take  tw o men off the  streets and send them  down to arrange our work for us.
1812. Suppose you were elected to the Board yourse lf?— Circum stances m ight arise in w hich our 

employes m ight object to me.
1813. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— H ow  m any men do you employ ?— W e are very busy w hen we 

have more than  300 ; about 250 is the  average, bu t th a t does no t include men on the w harf. W e have 
sometimes more th an  that, including them .

1814. D uring m any years past there has been no disagreem ent betw een those men and yourselves ? 
— We have never had a disagreem ent in the company.

1815. B y  the Hon. W . I .  W in ter-lrv ing .— You have never been taxed  w ith  sw eating ?— No,
1816. B y  the Hon. the Chai/rma/n.— Do you w ork overtim e ?— Y es, we have to do th a t on the wharf.
1817. N o t in the  factory ?— N o ;  it  is regular w ork there, except in th e  case of a breakdown in 

the  m achinery, w hich the engineers and m echanics and carpenters have to  set right.
1818. B y  the Hon. T. D . W anliss.— Do you w ork overtim e yourself ?— I  am alw ays w orking over* 

tim e ; I  live there.
1819. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— Y ou have no reason to com plain?— N o.
1820. W hat does the ex tra  w ork th a t is given at the w h arf arise from ?— D ischarging vessels 

loaded w ith  sugar. W e take in about 40,000 tons of raw  sugar a year.
1821. H ow  do you provide for overtim e?— I t  is very difficult to  m ake provision. W e have to take 

on men to  do th is work, and then  we do not sometimes get sufficient notice to pu t on others when their 
eigh t hours are up.

1822. Do you pay them  ex tra  ?— Yes, tim e and a half.
1823. T hey  are very glad to get it  ?— Y es ; it is the ir only chance to m ake up the w eek. T hey 

m ight have only two days in the  week.
1824. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— As to clause 32, concerning engine-drivers, w h a t have you to 

say ?— M y objection to this clause is, th a t in our case we have to employ far more engine-drivers than  we 
can use. W e have about fifteen to tw enty  men w ith  certificates on our books, and, as a m atter of fact, we 
only employ tw o. In  some of our machines we have a sm all engine attached to it, and the man who 
w orks the m achine and does the m anipulating o f the  sugar in the  m achine has to have a certificate, though 
his work is not engine-driving a t all.

1825. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— W hat objection is there  to your em ploying the men w ith  certifi
cates ?— W e have to employ those men for a certain  m anufacturing purpose, th a t of handling sugar, and in 
addition to th a t they  have to have a G-overnment certificate ; and it is hardly possible to get the  two classes 
combined. I t  would be the same in a cream factory, if you had to employ a certificated man to drive the separator.

1826. You have tw enty  of those men on your books?— Yes, th is num ber includes firemen as well 
as raachine-men. T h a t is the minimum ; if one of those men left we would be one short, and there would 
be a difficulty in getting  another.

1827. B y  the Hon. the Chavrman.— Do I  understand th a t you do not require fifteen or tw en ty  cer
tificated men, bu t by the present A c t you are obliged to have them  ?—Y es.

1828. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— H ave you found any inconvenience from the w orking of the A ct? 
— N o t yet. I t  has not been in operation long enough; bu t the men w ill not live forever.

1829. I t  has been in operation since 1885?— Y es, bu t we do not change hands very often.
1830. Y ou have not found any inconvenience so far ?— No, not very much, so far. T he difficulty 

is to get a m an who can m anipulate sugar and yet hold a certificate. T hose men were given certificates 
under the old A ct because they had been so long a t th is work, they  were granted perm its; now they  have 
to get some other sort of certificate.

1831. B y  the Hon. W . I .  W in ter-lrv ing .— Y ou do not th ink  it necessary for a lot of m achinery to 
have certificated men ?— No ; it is no t required. W e have a large staff of engineers.

1832. B y  the Hon. the Clum 'man.— If one of your certificated engineers left you could you not put 
another man to the work, how ever h igh ly  qualified he m ight be, unless he had a certificate ?— No.

1833. B y  the Hon. N . T horn ley.— You m ight require tw o— one to attend  to the sugar and another 
to stand beside him ?— Yes.

1834. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— H ow  would you deal w ith  the class of your work th a t would 
require certificated engine-drivers ?— T he operation of th is A ct, I  th ink , ought to be lim ited to places



w here there is no skilled advice, such as mines or cream factories. W e do. not depend upon our eno-ine- 
rivers a t a l l ; we have engineers over th e m ; and if anything goes wrong the man has to r e p o r t 'i t  to 

an engineer, who has not a certificate, to put it righ t for him.
1835. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.— There is no danger to life ?— N ot the slightest.

Phi f r 1836, B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— IIow  would you alter this clause ?— I t  should provide th a t the 
Vhiet Inspector has a righ t to give an exem ption to any factory th a t provides skilled engineering abilitv 
Desictes the engine-driver.

I  th ink 183^‘ B y  the n °n ' J ' A ' W allace~ ^ 0Vl' m any boilers have you in the works ?— A bout fourteen,

1838. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— I  suppose th a t some of those men th a t you have engaged are 
w orking a t more than  one engine ?— Yes, they  a ttend  to a number. b
„ « , 1 8 3 i9 ' E ig b l or ten ?— Y es. There is no driving ; we s ta rt them  on M onday morning, and thev are
never touched un til Saturday night. I t  is only a m atter of oiling.

refiner ^  ^  haV<3 ^  engin6S to attend to ?— 0 n e  of the engine-drivers will, not a sugar-

1841. T his A c t has been in operation since 1885, and you have found no practical inconvenience
irom  its provisions ?— W e have had some little  inconvenience, but we have got over it. I  th ink  we have
nad .to  deal w ith M r. Ord once or tw ice and his predecessor, but we got over it. They were comparatively 
trifling m atters. r  j

. 1842. A re  those engines steam boilers and engines?— No-; they are quite distinct. The boilers
are in  one building and the  engines in another.
*• * I 843/  ™ srrefers to a Place w here tbere is a steam engine or boiler I— T hat is one of the ambigui
ties of the  A ct. We have to provide certificates for our firemen— th a t is, for one fireman in each watch- 
an  engine-driver is not a fireman, nor a fireman an engine-driver. ’

_ 1844. I s  the engine or boiler under the charge of a certificated man ?— Yes. W e have to get men
w ith certificates for the boilers, though they never see an engine probably ; they are firing the boilers : it 
is a very troublesome m atter.

1845. B y  the Hon. J . A .  W allace.—-A. fireman has no control over the boiler ?—H e controls the fire
and w ater le v e l ; he cannot tell w hether th e  boiler is safe or unsafe.

1846. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.—-H as a fireman anything to do w ith  increasing or decreasing the 
safety of boilers ?— N o, we do not tru st it to them.

1847. Could he render i t  unsafe by bad stoking ?— N ot if the boiler is properly fitted up.
1848. Those are not boilers connected w ith  an engine ?— Yes, they are supplying steam to the factory.
1849. Has the stoker any th ing  to do w ith  letting  the w ater go down ?——The boilers are provided w ith 

low -w ater valves, and if the  w ater gets down too low the steam escapes by them.
1850. B y  the H on. JSf. Thornley.— A ll the stoker can do is not to put in sufiicient coal ?— T hat 

is all. A  stoker’s du ty  is to manage his fires and keep sufiicient w ater in the boilers.
1851. B y  the Hon. the Chawm an.— Do you not th ink  sub-clause 2 — “ Pow er to exempt certain

steam -engines, &c.,” would m eet your case. “ T he Governor in Council may a t any time by order pub
lished in the  Government Gazette exem pt from the operation of sections 37 and 38 of the Principal A ct 
and of this section for such time as he th inks fit any particular class of steam engines or boilers, or any 
steam  engines or boilers w hich are used exclusively for any particular trade or business, or any particular 
class of steam  engines or boilers w hich are used in any particular locality ” ?— Yes. I t  would meet our 
case if we got th a t exem ption, bu t it would be as well to state in th a t clause th a t a factory would be 
exem pted as a m atter of course if it provided sufficient engineering ability ; th a t clause m ight be altered. 
T he G overnor in Council m ight take away the exem ption after having given it, or he m ight not give it to us.

1852. Y ou th ink  the  section should have a provision inserted th a t factories should be exem pted 
th a t have sufficient engineering skill— who is to judge of th a t ?— I  should say the Chief Inspector. We 
have engineers who are engineers and have no certificates a t a l l ; they do not require one, and we depend 
upon them .

1853. Y ou w ant the inspector to have power to dispense w ith certificates ?— Yes.
1854. B y  the H on. W. I .  W inter-Irving.— T he inspector m ight cause a great deal of difficulty?—

H e m ight, but if he is a  reasonable man he would not.
1855. B y  the H on. the Chairmam.— W hom w ould you appeal to i f  you and the inspector disagreed?

— I  would appeal to Mr. R ichardson. I  do not know  whom he would appeal to.
1856. Should you have any objection to there being an appeal to the M inister?— N o ; I  th ink this 

clause w ants to go before a board of engineers.
1857. H ave you any notion why th is section 32 was inserted ?— No.

The witness withdrew.

T h om as F ram e exam ined .
1 8 5 8 . B y  the H on. th e  C haw m am .— W h a t are you  ?— A  b o x  m anufacturer. I  represent F ram e and  

C om pany.
1 8 5 9 . W h a t is  you r opinion in reference to th is B il l  ?— I  n o tice  in  th e  report o f M r. Ord^s 

ev id en ce  as to a Case w h ere  there w as a com p la in t th at perm its w ere not issued , h e  said som e m anufacturers 
w ou ld  n ot agree  to  p ay  th e  rates th at o ther peop le paid. I  say I  paid tim e and a h a lf for m any years. I  
applied  for a perm it and g o t it  for th ree  w eek s in  th e  h olidays; w e  w ork overtim e only three days a w eek , 
th a t is  every  a lternate n ig h t u n til n ine o’clock , and w e p ay  tim e and a h a lf. A b out th ree days before 
C hristm as I  ask ed  for a perm it to w ork  th e  three n ig h ts , w h ich  w as point blank refused. T h e  inspector  
referred m y son  to th e  C h ief Secretary , but said h e  w ould  recom m end that it  should not be granted . 
I  th in k  it  is very  hard th a t I  should  h ave  to keep m y g irls all th e  w inter th rough  w hen  I  could do w ith  
h a lf th e  number. M y g ir ls  know  th a t, and th ey  are quite w illin g  to w ork the overtim e. I  th ink I  should  
be perm itted  to  w ork overtim e w h en  I  require it . I  do not overw ork  them . I  applied  for three w eeks' 
perm ission and g o t it, but I  did not w ork them  h a lf  th e  tim e. N o  em ployer fee ls  inclined to w ork overtim e, 
because it does not pay; th e  tim e and a h a lf absorbs the profit; but w hen you  have custom ers to ob lige you  
should  be p erm itted  to  do it, In  regard to. w ork in g  overtim e at Cup tim e, I  find th e  rate has been  fixed



a t 15s. There is no legislative enactm ent for th a t ; th a t is an arbitrary proceeding. Suppose I  have an 
apprentice w ith  me for three or four m onths, in good health  and w illing to work, I  have to give her 15s., 
where another girl who has been there tw o years is only getting  1 0 s. or 1 2 s. ; th a t is very un just to her, 
and I  object totally to 'tha t. M y other grievance is the  statem ent tha t m anufacturers should not be allowed 
to work overtime w hen other w orkers are idle. W hen any push comes on all are employed th a t are capable 
of working. W hen I  applied for overtime I  was told th a t probably there were half-a-dozen starving. 
I  ju s t replied to the Chief Inspector th a t i f  he could get me the six  starving girls, who could do box- 
m aking satisfactorily, I  would be only too glad to take them  on.

1860. W hat did he say to th a t? — H e did not reply to it. I  had a great difficulty in persuading 
him. I  asked him to come down and see my factory  for himself. My factory may be different to others. 
I  have a lot of large boxes to make, and I  require a factory about th ree times larger than  any other factory, 
on account of the num ber of boxes. A  g irl requires about three tim es the space th a t another girl requires 
when w orking w ith  a machine, so I  have to keep a large establishm ent up. W ith  regard to losing trade 
w ith the other colonies, I  am not prepared to say the factory has any th ing  to complain of, but we are over
legislated.

1861. W ould your difficulties be met if  you had the rig h t of w orking, say, 24 hours a w eek overtime 
w ithout a perm it ?— I  would prefer to have tw o m onths or six  weeks in the  year at the busy time, working 
only every alternate  n ight.

1862. W orking how long ?— U n til nine o’clock a t n ight.
1863. B y  the H on. T . D . W anliss.— W hat time do they  come in the m orning?— T w enty  minutes 

past eight, and they  go on until half-past five ; th a t is the 48 hours.
1864. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.—Do you th ink  time and a half is quite sufficient ?— Quite.
1865. W ithout the perm it do you th ink an employer would be inclined to pay time and a half unless 

he had to ?—Yes, bu t a t the same tim e every em ployer does not do it. I  have no objection to tim e and a 
half, bu t I  object to giving 15s. to a girl who has been only three months a t the  trade as against another 
who has been there two years and is only getting  1 0 s. a week ; it  is m ost ridiculous.

1866. B y  the Hon. S . W. Cooke.— H ow  m any hours a w eek would it  mean w ith  th ree days’ over
tim e ?— A bout nine hours’ overtime. I f  it comes very hot in the  week we drop it, and perhaps take 
another n igh t to m ake up. I  may say th a t we suffer a g rea t deal now from loss of trade w ith  the other 
colonies, bu t i t  is not the Factories A c t th a t has done th a t; it is the excessive duty . I  have to pay 75 per 
cent, for the raw  m aterial, and I  get the boxes cut a t home and brought here for 25 per cent. I  have lost 
trade w ith  the other colonies on th a t account. I  have a g reat objection to the Chief Inspector having 
such power; I  am more in favour of a Board.

1867. Do you th ink  the Board could fix prices ?— In  the clothing and other trades it  m ight, but not 
in our trade. T he girls s ta rt a t  5s. a week, and I  see th a t in some trades they  go tw o years and get nothing ; 
th a t is not so in our firm.

1868. B y the H on. J . M . P ra tt.— A re there  any others besides yourself in the box trad e?— Yes, 
six  or eight others.

1869. B y  the H on. J . A . Wallace.— W hy could they  not appoint a Board ?— I  do not th ink  they 
w ant to appoint a B oard among them selves to settle wages. T he  m ost of i t  is done by piece-work. I  do 
not say every m anufacturer pays the same piece-work rate, but th a t m ight be done. I f  a Board is 
appointed I  would not object to tha t.

1870. B y  the Hon. J . M. P ra tt.— You complain about the ra te  of wages to be paid per week to a 
girl. Y ou do not believe in having one standard price for all. You say it m ust be regulated according to 
the  experience of the girl ?— Yes.

1871. I t  does not answ er in your trade to have one uniform  ra te  ?— No.
1872. Y ou do not th ink  the Board could fix the price for your trade ?— I  do not th ink  it would 

answ er in box-m aking ; there is such a varie ty  of prices.
T he w itness w ithdrew .

Jo h n  H ym an examined.
1873. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— W hat are you ?— A  bootm aker. I  represent the  Bootm akers’

Union.
1874. H ow  m any members are there ?— T hey vary som ewhat. I  suppose now there  are between 

900 and 1,000.
1875. Flow  were you appointed their representative ?— T he U nion nom inated me to attend  here. 

I  th ink  the B ill is a good one, and w ill m aterially assist to mend m atters in our trade ; but there are some 
of the clauses th a t do not go fa r enough. I  know the evils th a t ex ist in the  trade, and how they can be 
remedied. For instance, the  num ber constitu ting  a factory is too many. I  th ink  it is possible for sweating 
to exist even under a smaller num ber. T h a t is to say, three men could s ta rt m aking boots and selling them, 
and they would no t be, in the term s laid down in the Factories A ct, a factory  ; therefore they would escape 
supervision. T hey  would be taking work from a factory, and would be w orking for them selves • and for 
th a t reason I  would like to see th e  num ber lowered, so th a t one or two should constitute a factory as 
applied to the  boot trade. I  know cases of th a t sort. Those small men buy the uppers, and engage 
another man to pu t them  together, and another to finish them  ; and they offer those boots to the warehouses 
a t a less price than  the legitim ate m anufacturer can, w hich necessitates the bringing doAvn of the wages of 
the big m anufacturer to compete w ith them. F o r th a t reason I  should be in favour of having a smaller 
number constitute a factory in the  boot trade.

1876. B y  the Hon. FI. Cnthbert.— W ould you m ake one man a factory ?— I  would not say th a t, 
because it  would embrace cobblers. I  would m ake tw o a factory.

1877. B y  the Hon. T . JD. W anliss.— W hat are the  average wages in your trade ?— I  should say for 
the last tw o years the average wage would not be more than £1 to 25s. a week, ra ther under.

1878. B y  the Hon. H . Cuthbert.— Some men make a, good deal more than th a t ?— P erhaps one in 
1 0  or one in 2 0  may.

1879. B y  the Hon. J . A .  Wallace.— T he reason wages are so low is because there are so many 
boots and shoes m anufactured by m achinery ?— N ot necessarily. I t  is due to internal competition. Small



m anufacturers spring up. They recognise there are a large number of men out of work who m ust get 
work at any price. They offer reduced prices, and those men, much against their will, must accept them . 
T hey are then able to produce boots cheaper than the legitimate m anufacturers can, w ith the consequence 
th a t the legitimate manufacturers have no work.

1880. B y  the Hon. S. W. Cooke.— If they were not offered this work they would not have any work 
a t all ? W hy not ? There would not be less boots made. I  take it that the consumption of boots would 
be the same, no m atter who made them. I t  is simply a question of who shall make them, either a legiti
m ate m anufacturer or a man who indulges in those sweating practices. In  the one instance a man gets 
higher wages, and in the other he gets lower.

1881. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— You said tha t one or two workmen were able to put up boots a t 
a low rate ? No. I  said the men starting in business for themselves could do so. If  I  had £ 1 0 0 , and I  
w anted to start business, and to indulge in sweating practices and evade the Bill, I  could buy uppers ; I  
could get a mau to put them up and a man to finish them, tha t would constitute the bootmaking. Sup
posing tha t I  wanted to evade the A ct, and I  wanted to sweat below the minimum price, I  could do it, 
because I  would not come under the A ct, there being only three men.

1882. You could not do a very large trade in tha t way ?— Probably n o t ; but a m ultitude of those 
small men will spoil the legitim ate trade.

1883. B y  the Hon. T. I ) . Wonliss,— A re most of those men natives of the colony ?— I  cannot say
that.

1884. B y  the Hon. IF. I .  W inter-Irving.— Are not those men sweating themselves ?—N ot if they 
can get the trade. Supposing there is 3d. a pair profit on boots in the legitimate business, and by those 
practices they are satisfied w ith Id. a pair, and they get large orders, they do not sweat themselves. T hey 
employ one man to make them  and another to finish them.

1885. B y  the Hon. N . Thornley.— They do this because they can get the labour ?— There are some 
men unscrupulous enough to do it.

1886. Because there is the surplus labour ?— I  suppose it  would be because there is surplus labour.
1887. B y  the Hon. T. D . W anliss.— There are too many men in the trade for the  demand ?—N ot 

if the  trade is properly regulated.
1888. H ow are you going to regulate it ?—I  take it this A ct will regulate it.
1889. B y m aking the consumer pay a higher price for his boots. You say— “ I  will not allow you to 

pay less than So-and-so for making the boots ” ?—The public would not pay any more if the work was done 
legitim ately than  they do for the work done in sweating shops.

1890. Outside of legitim ate shops there is labour available for a man who is unscrupulous ?— H e 
should be prevented from  being unscrupulous.

1891. W hat are you going to do w ith the surplus labour ?— Absorb it.
1892. There is not sufficient trade for all the workmen ?— I  do not say that. I  say the introduction 

of m achinery and the unfair position of the trade enables a few men to do a certain quantity of work, 
w hich, i f  the trade were properly regulated, it would take a large number of men to do.

1893. Y ou cannot regulate m achinery?— N o ; but the trade could be regulated properly. J u s t  
now a number of boys are being employed to regulate one portion of a machine which should be done by 
a man.

1894. W hat would you do w ith the boys ?— H ave them taught their trade, not merely to make one 
little  portion, by doing w hich they are not w orth any more to their employer than a few shillings a week.

1895. B y  the Hon. the Chairman.— Would not those men require to have permits before they could 
get work ?— N ot under this A ct. Take clause 3, sub-section (a.) I t  says— “ For the definition of the 
expression ‘ factory or w ork-room ’ as amended by the Factories and Shops A c t  1893 there shall be substi
tu ted  the following definition, nam ely :— 1 Factory or w ork-room ’ shall mean any office,building, or place in 
w hich four or more persons other than a Chinese, or in which any one or more Chinese persons is or are 
employed directly or indirectly in working for hire or reward in any handicraft or in preparing or manufac
turing articles for trade or sale, and any office, building, or place in which steam or other mechanical power 
is used.” T h a t clearly says that only people working under those conditions will come under this Act.

1896. On the  other hand, look a t clause 16, sub-clause 3— “ Every person who not having a permit 
as aforesaid, the burden of proof whereof shall lie on the defendant, and who outside a factory or work
room w holly or partly  prepares or manufactures for trade or sale any articles of clothing or wearing apparel, 
shall on conviction be liable to a penalty of not more than Ten shillings.’^ Would that not meet the case 
of the three men you speak, of ?—Y es, probably it  would. I t  all hinges on the interpretation put
upon it. .

1897. T h a t would cut the ground away from the class of men you speak of and compel tnein to g_et 
a permit, and then, if  the Board regulated the prices, they could only work at the prices fixed by the B oard .
— Yes, th a t seems to cover the ground. „ .

1898. Do you th ink  a Board is necessary?— I  do indeed ; I  think it is the only salvation of t e

1899. H ow  would you advise th a t the Board should be constituted?—!  think the number of the 
B oard is too small. The Board should consist of five representatives from each side. I  am now speaking
as the  representative of the boot trade.

1900. You would have a Board for each trade ?— Yes, otherwise they could not understand the
technicalities of each trade. n +1 +rflfip«? w A

1901. In  the B ill it says the Governor in Council is to appoint a Board for all the trades f w e
would recommend that as an alteration, and it would be advisable as far as the boot ra e 1
th a t the Board should consist of five members on each side. I  would have each side appom  ̂ eir^ wn
representatives, five appointed a t a meeting of employers, and five appointed by the Union w eie l

1902. Supposing the workmen are not all in the Union ?—Then they might be appointed by a 
public meeting.

1903. You would let the non-union men vote as well ?— E xactly .
1904. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.— A  Board appointed by the shoemakers would not understand 

the clothing trade ?— Decidedly not.



1905. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— Do you th ink such a Board could decide the prices to be paid?
— U ndoubtedly. T hey  have done it  h itherto  a ll over the world. In  alm ost every country there is a sta te
m ent draw n up by representatives of th e  men and the  employers, w hich controls the legitim ate trade of 
each of the  countries.

1906. W ould those prices be evaded?— I  do not see how it could be evaded if it were the law  of 
the land.

1907. A re  not other law s broken ?— T hen  it should be made penal.
1908. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace.— H ow  should those Boards be paid ?— T h a t is a very small m atter.

I  feel certain , so far as the  m en are concerned, th ey  would be prepared to pay the ir representatives, and I
take it  it  w ould be to th e  in terests of th e  em ployers to pay theirs.

1909. B y  the Hon. the C hairm an.— Supposing the B oard  decided th a t a certain  ra te  should be paid, 
and a large num ber of w orkm en disagreed w ith  th a t finding, how would you enforce i t? — T he m ajority 
should rule.

1910. A ssum ing the  Board has decided—th a t is, the representatives of the  employers and the em
ployed have agreed upon a price— but a large m ajority  of the men refuse to recognise it, how would you 
enforce it  ?— I  would say, i f  it  had  th e  force of law , they  could not go against^ it. T hey would be told 
th ey  m ust accept it, and the ir common sense would te ll them  it was no good going against it.

1911. W ould you fine or im prison 200 or 1,000 men ?— I can hardly  conceive such a body of men
opposing the finding of a B oard constitu ted  such as th is w ould be.

1912. Y ou know  it  has been done recently  in the  m atte r of strikes, such as the  engineers’ strike at
home ?— T h a t was a civil finding.

1913. Should th a t not be more binding ?— H um an natu re  is hum an nature all the  w orld over, and a
law  is necessary. . ,

1914. B y  the Hon. T . D . W anliss.— Suppose you cannot pu t the  law  in fo rce?— Ih e re  m ust be
some w ay of doing it. • ,

1915. B y  the Hon. J . A . W allace .— W hen the  m atte r is one of honour would they not be more
likely to abide by the  decision than  if i t  were fixed by law  ?— I  do not th in k  so.

1916. B y  the Hon. the Chai/rman.— You are aw are there is a sim ilar B oard in N ew  Zealand ?— Yes.
1917. A re you aware there  w as a d ispute in  the  boot trade w ith in  the last few m onths ? N o. ^
1918. A re you aw are th a t w hat I  have spoken of is happening there now ? No. I  would like to 

have the  Board a B oard of A rb itra tion  as w ell as fixing the mode and m anner of w orking. e
1919. H ave you not a B oard of Conciliation now, the A c t concerning which was brought in  and

passed four years ago ?— I t  never had the  force of law.
1920. I t  is an A c t of P arliam ent ?— I  do not rem em ber hearing  th a t i t  was compulsory to resort

1921. E ith e r  side can move the  G-overnor in Council ?— B u t it  is not compulsory. I  did not 
know  th a t it w as optional, otherw ise I  th in k  it  w ould have been taken  advantage of in the  boot trade last

^  1922. Do you th in k  the  Board should also determ ine the num ber of apprentices and improvers ?
U ndoubtedly. W e have had in the  past, in A ustralia , and E ngland , and A m erica, and all large cen^ref> a 
B oard  th a t does deal w ith  those questions. I t  is generally a Board of five representatives from each side. 
W hen last statem ent th a t was draw n up by  the B ootm akers’ U nion, I  w as one of the representatives ot
the men w ho helped to draw  up th a t statem ent. . , ,

1923. D id it answer ?— I t  answ ered among the  legitim ate m anufacturers and is in force to-day;
bu t the unscrupulous m anufacturers w ill evade it. i , ...

1924. I t  is not the  large m anufacturers w ho evade it ?— Some of them  are large and still

*1925. Should the B oard  fix the  hours of labour ?— U ndoubtedly ; owing to the  introduction of 
m achinery and the g rea t advancem ent of trade th a t particular function is more necessary than  any other.

1926. Is  not e igh t hours practically  the  day’s w ork now  by tac it consent ?— It is hard to say w hat 
are the hours, seeing th e  w ay the trad e  is worked. T here  is so much out-door w ork, they m ay be w oiking
tw elve and fifteen hours for all I  know. _ . k t ,

1927. B y  the H on. N . Thornley.— W hat is the proportion of in-door to  out-door work t  i t  nas 
grow n so large I  can hardly  say. W e tried  to grapple w ith  it  last year, and w e found it  larger than  we
im agined it  was. I  should say it  w as qu ite  half.  ̂ .

1928. B y  the H on. S . W . Cooke.— W ould you regulate  th e  hours of out-door w ork t— No. 1 take it
this B ill is doing aw ay w ith  out-door w ork.

1929. In  certain  cases perm its m ay be g iven ?— T h a t would k ill it. ,
1930. W here permits are given would you regulate the  hours ?— Y ou could hardly do th a t in the  

boot trade. I t  would be such a sm all m atter it  would not be w orth  w hile going to any trouble over it. 
T he  resu lts  would condemn a man. I f  a man took w ork home, and w as able to do £ 4  or £ 5  w orth  a wee 
you w ould soon see som ething w as w rong ; bu t if th is B ill is passed out-door work w ill die ou . ave 
evidence th a t men do not desire it  in our trade. I t  is forced upon them . I  know  men who have started  
w orking outside from the beginning, and though t they  would never w ork in a factory, bu t who w ent in 
under compulsion, and after being in for a week or two they  said th ey  preferred it, and they  onJy w isnea 
they  had gone in years before, and it w ould have saved them  in  health , and everything else.

1931. B y  the H on. the ChawmaM.— 'Do you w ish  to prevent men w orking in  th e ir  homes it  tney
w ant to ?— Y es, I  would. _ v  . . i ooori

1932. B y  the H on. J . M . P ra tt.— You prefer s tric t w orking in the  factory ?— Y es ; th a t is based
upon my own experience. I  have been a bootm aker for 22 years, w orking inside a facto iy . en s ar e 
in  London I  s tarted  outside, as w as the custom  in those days, and I  know the  evil ettects ot it. a  
young man some one would come in and speak to me of a m orning; I  would sit down an smo ce am. 
un til perhaps a t m id-day I  found I  had done no w ork, and w ould have to w oik  unt,i ten oi e even 
a t n igh t to m ake up for i t ,  and I  w ould do no more work than  I  w ould do in a factory  w orking eight 
hours. I  would do aw ay w ith  outside w ork altogether except m  case of physical disability.

1933. H ow  w ould you draw  a distinction betw een a bootm aker and a co ei . 
repairer, a bootm aker is a m an who m akes new  boots.



“n cobb êr say-—“ I  will make you a pair of boots” ?— Then he is a bootmaker at once,
wonl 1 ° y  Hon. the Chairman .— Take the case of a man who both makes boots and mend boots,
<< hQ=T_? ° 1,1, ma^® blm come bito a factory 7— No. l ie  does not come under this A ct a t all. T h a t is 

P k e ( work. He is not a factory hand at all.
boots ^  ̂ ie ^ on‘ Cuthbert.—You mean if I  go to th a t man and say— “ M ake me a pair of

’ Pev 6̂cf righ t to do it, although he is not a factory man 7— Yes.
1 qqo" ^ on' Thornley .-“-Can he employ half-a-dozen hands in his shop 7—No.

ns«i'cfn + o ' t t  ^ ie cnse a man wiff1 a shop who makes “ bespoke” boots and has two or three
stants . He would come under the provisions of the Act.

lour!' you woufcf shut his shop up 7— No, I  would make a factory of it.
being- "R ’j  'K n *  the Chairman .—You are in favour of a Board to regulate prices, th a t Board 
u n d e rc  oa of Conciliation, and fixing the hours of labour,, and you are in favour of permits being given 
t)ermit«er res^ c^ ona ^ ^ would like to see all work done inside the factories. I  am not in favour of 
it wn U1t1°°UrSe th.ere ,mU8t be permits in some cases, but, if possible, I  would do away w ith them. If

c s possi e to provide in some other way for those men, I  AVOuld say do it and have no perm its.
‘ . y  Hon. S . W . Cooke.— You do not think th a t by driving all work into the factories the

consumer w ill be injured ?— N ot at all.
h  <s ^  ^ 0n‘ Thornley .— Who gets the benefit of the lower prices now 7— It is impossible
nil a T̂>W 16 61 *be shopkeeper or any one else gets it. I  do not know that there is any benefit got now at

‘ oots now are sold at exactly the same price to the public as they would be if this A ct came into
rorce and a minimum wage was fixed.
 rp, -There m ust be a margin between the low price to the producer and the price to the buyer ?
c h e a p e r  °P eper mUS  ̂ *bafc‘ There is a probability tha t in some instances the public do buy

lr c°uld not possibly have boots made at the same price in every factory 7— I  do not
now at. I  remember going into a shop some three years ago ( I  was then Working in a factory), and 

tne shopkeeper asked me if I  knew whose a particular boot that he produced was. I  said— 16 Yes, it is 
ours.^ H e said— “ Do you know w hat I  paid for that 7 ” I  said— “ N o ” H e said— “ I  paid 9s. 6 d, for 

a*- ^ sa^  u Cannot you sell them 7 ” And he said— “ No, I  cannot. Do you see this ? ” and he
showed me a fac-simile of the other boots. H e said— “ Do you know those 7 ” I  said— “ No.” He said—  

Those are So-and-so’s.” I  said— “ W hy cannot you sell the boot we are m aking 7 ” He said— “ I  buy 
* 0 3 6  ^s ‘ 6(1. cheaper than the other.” The actual difference tha t was paid between the two factories in 
the cost of production to the m aker and finisher was about 1 0 d., yet one man was selling it to the shopkeeper 
at Is. 6 d. less. W here did the rest of the Is. 6 d. go to ?

194o. B y  the Hon. S . IV. Cooke.— The consumer got the boot Is. 6 d. cheaper. M ultiply th a t by 
hundreds, and you will get a considerable sum of money which is not spent in boots, but in some other 
direction ?— Yes ; bu t that was not the legitimate way.

1946. I  pay Is. 6 d. less for my boots, and I  have Is. 6 d. more to spend in another direction ; th a t 
gives employment to some one else 7— E xactly  5 but I  do not think there would be any difference at all 
in the selling price of the boots if this Bill were passed.

1947. B y  the Hon. JV. Thornley .—̂ There would be no bargains Unless a man wanted to clear his 
stock ?—- I t  does not come to much in the course of a year for boots. I  do not think the public would 
demur even if they had to pay 6 d. a pair extra.

1948. B y  the Hon. S . W. Cooke.-— I f  10,000 people spend 6 d. more on boots that 6 d. is not spent in 
other directions, so the other directions lose it ?— You cannot take an individual case. The question is, w hat 
is the difference in the cost to the actual individual ?

1949. I f  I  spend it on boots I  cannot spend it on gome other class of labour ?— No.
1950. Then some other class of labour must suffer for the advantage of your trade ?— If  I  am able

to earn 10s. or 15s. a week more through your paying 6 d. or Is. more for your boots, multiply me by the 
3,000 employed in the  boot trade, and look at the immense amount of money we are able to spend more.

1951. B y  the Hon. the Chairman .—̂ That comes from somebody else 7—‘Yes ; but it is the same 
argum ent used to me.

1952. W hat do you th ink about overtime ?— I  think it should be done away with altogether. In  
the present state of the labour m arket there is no necessity for it, and for a good many years to come there 
is a probability th a t the labour m arket will be overcrowded, and if so, the question is, how can you best 
find employment for all o f them ?

1953. I f  an order came in th a t had to be shipped a t twelve o’clock to-morrow you would not allow 
overtime ?—‘T h a t would hardly occur in the boot trade. You would not get orders rushed through a t the 
last moment. A  m anufacturer generally knows a few days beforehand of an order such as that. He
would have to know or he could not get them made, and there is nothing easier than for him to put on a
few hands extra.

1954. B y  the Hon. W. I . W in ter-Irving .— You do not export boots from Victoria 7— As a m atter 
of fact, there is very little  exporting done now, so the necessity for overtime on that account is done away 
w ith  altogether.

1955. B y  the H on , J. A . W allace .— Would time and a half check overtime 7— I  do not know ; we 
have never got it.

1956. You would be glad to get it 7— Yes, if overtime is to be forced on Us.
1957. T h a t would act as a chock 7 - 1  dare say it would. I  am opposed to overtime altogether; but 

if it m ust be done, I  say it should be paid for ex tra— time and a half.
1958. B y  the Hon. J . M. P ra tt.'—And you would limit the number of hours per week ?— 

Undoubtedly.
1959. B y  the H on. N . P hom ley.— To how many b—“Say ten hours in the week. I  would like to 

see the clause relating to stam ping extended to our trade. There is no doubt it would be of great benefit 
to us ; it would injure no one, and would protect the public.

1960. You would make it compulsory 7—Yes.
1961. B y  the Hon. T. I ) . W an Its s.— W here would you have the stamp 7—1 would not care where 

it was. I  know manufacturers in this city who manufacture a common line of Work, and put in a great deal



of cardboard and composition, th a t is, shavings of leather and glue m ixed together and made into a sheet. 
I  rem em ber in E ng land  we used to sell the shavings off the heels and skivings to a man who used to take 
them  aw ay and m ake th is composition. >

1962. B y  the B on. H . Cuthbert.— Is  th a t done here to any great ex ten t ?— I  know two or three 
firms who use it largely in  the ir boots. Supposing a m an bought a pair of boots in B ourke-street, and 
found after a day or two th a t they  gave way, he w ould only have to notice the  particular brand to avoid 
buying th a t brand again, so it  would be a protection to the  public.

1963. B y  the Hon. J . M . F ra tt.— W ith  the  stam p you m ust have the address of the m aker ?— 
I  th ink  the name and the address of the m anufacturer w ould be sufficient.

1964. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— W ould not the trade m ark be sufficient ?— H ardly . T he public 
cannot distinguish betw een trade m arks. I t  is easy to get one so near another th a t there would be 
confusion.

1965. B y  the Hon. T . D . W anliss.— O w ing to the  bad times, do you not find a disposition on the 
p a rt of boot operatives to go out of trade and find work somewhere else ?—I  am afraid some of the men 
are forced to, go out. T hey do not w ant to go.

1966. Do you not th ink  th a t if trades continues bad for another year or so, this evil th a t you now 
suffer under will cure itse lf?— I t  will be intensified.

1967. I f  they  go out of the trade ?— T hey do not go out of the trade ; they  are here doing nothing. 
T he  tendency is to m ake men take up other callings, bu t to w hat ex ten t is it carried ? N ot more than  1  

or 2 in 50 go out of the trade, and it would take a good m any years a t  th a t ra te  to do any good. Then 
again, w ith  the introduction of m achinery, the more proficient men get w ith  m achinery the more men will 
be pushed out of the trade.

1968. In  other trades, where the operatives get badly paid, th a t evil cures itself by the operatives 
going out of the trade a ltogether?— I  cannot say I  have noticed tha t.

1969. B y  the Hon. N . Thornley.— In  Coventry, in England, the  E nglish  ribbon trade was supplanted 
entirely by the Lyons ribbon trade ; and now the whole of those old ribbon factories are bicycle factories ?

, — Yes, but the  industry was crushed, and the operatives knew  there was no hope of its  revival. In  our 
case it is a case of w aiting, and expecting  each m onth th a t trade w ill go on and legislation w ill m ake it 
better.

1970. B y  the H on . J . M . F ra tt.— People m ust w ear boots, w hile they  can do w ithout a ribbon ?— 
E xac tly .

1971. B y  the H on. T . D . W anliss.— You w ant legislation in place of a natural law, w hich drives
people out of an unprofitable industry  ?— I  am afraid no natu ral law  can do tha t.

The ?vitnes$ w ithdrew .

Carl A ndersen examined.
1972. B y  the H on. the Chairm an.— W h at are you ?— Secretary of the V ictorian B utchers’ Union. 

I t  consists of employes principally , though there  are a num ber of employers in w ith  us— men who have been 
journeym en and members of the society, and now, although they  are m asters, they  will not leave. I  wish 
to speak in support of the half-holiday for all trades. I  am entirely in favour of it. I  have had about 
six years’ experience in connexion w ith  the B utchers’ A ssociation and the half-holiday, and it has proved 
of m utual advantage to the employer and employe. I t  is no loss to the employer, a great boon to the 
employe, and no inconvenience to the general public. I  have a le tte r from the M aster B utchers’ Associa
tion sent to me in 1890 to th a t effect,

1973. Is  there any special day you w ant it on ?— W ednesday is the day we have been observing for
the past six  years, closing a t one. T h a t is by agreem ent entered into betw een the m aster butchers of
M elbourne and suburbs and the  Em ployes’ Association.

' 1974. B y  the H on . S . W. Cooke.— Is th a t universally  observed ?— Yes, all over M elbourne and 
suburbs.

1975. B y  the Hon. T . D . W anliss.— A nd in B allarat, too ?— Yes, we have branches in Ballarat, 
Bendigo, and E chuca.

1976. B y  the Hon. the Chairm an.— W ill th is B ill interfere w ith th a t ?— N o ; bu t if it becomes law 
it w ill benefit us m aterially. A lthough  the by-law s are passed in the various m unicipal councils m aking it 
compulsory for butchers’ shops to close a t one on W ednesdays, there are certain  employers who make their 
men work the w hole of the W ednesday afternoon. The old A ct of 1890 sta tes th a t shops m ust close at 
ten  o’clock on Saturday nights, and seven o’clock on o ther evenings, bu t the employers make their men 
w ork un til eight and nine a t night. T he shops are closed, but in one or two instances the  men are com
pelled to work those longer hours. T h a t is the reason we are desirous th a t clause 51 should be passed. In  
N ew  Zealand an A c t is in force of a similar nature. T he fac t of th a t A ct being passed some years ago 
was the means of my tak ing  up the m atter and interview ing M r. W ilkins to get som ething of a similar 
nature here. I t  has been in force for some tim e in N ew  Zealand and seems to work very well, and I  have 
no doubt it  will w ork well here. In  1879 I  was instrum ental in having the half-holiday given in N arra- 
coorte, in South A ustra lia , w hich was carried out for some time ; up to the time of my leaving, in 1880, it 
was still in force.

1977. W hat are your views about clause 48 ?— W e would like the hour for stopping the delivery of 
m eat to be one o’clock instead of eleven as far as butchers are concerned. W e cannot possibly get finished 
by eleven o’clock ; we can m anage to get finished by one o’clock. W e very seldom, work after one o’clock. 
A s regards the W ednesday half-holiday, we keep open on the Saturday n ights for the convenience of the 
general public, principally the eight-hour men, who get th e  Saturday afternoon off, and why should they 
not consider us wdio have to work 20 and 30 hours a week longer than th ey  do. T hey  can get their meat 
before one o’clock on W ednesday, and give us a half-holiday. A s far as engine-drivers are concerned, I  
believe every one in charge of an engine should be a com petent engine-driver and have a certificate of 
competency. T he A ct a t p resent is being evaded in a great m any instances. F o r instance, an employer 
w ill have an exem pt certificate, th a t is, he signs an affidavit th a t he has been in charge of an engine for so 
long ; whereas I  have know n cases w here he has never seen or driven an engine in his life. T he fact of 
his signing th a t affidavit is the means of his being pu t on th e  exem pt list, and he is not required, as long



the vardsUto b u f  sTo c k ?aml c,e.rtlficate(? engine-driver in charge of the engine. H e will go away to
never drove an eno-in e ’in his Hffl l t f  1 -!  aW^  th f e 18 a bo7 in ^ a r g e  of the engine. T h a t boy

1 9 7 8  t j t , , a® . . ® before, and if anything happened who would be responsible ?
1979 B y  ®n* laPPened ?— N o ; no accident has happened yet.

N ot for every sausao- °H' ] •' ^a/Zace. You require an engine-driver for every sausage-machine ?—- 
has been in cliaVon o f ma° ln.e‘ early every person who is a small-goods man is an engine-driver or 
ffot one A lqmo n ^  en§Pae> and we desire that every man shall go. up for his certificate if he has not 
be compelled tr> u VflUm 7 7  ® per cent., of the men have already certificates ; and why should they 
in studyino- under pn •!6r 1 ^  °S , . otbei.s can do without them ? Men have to go to a lot of expense 
ment because bnv<5 tolnee^s t 0  Sefc their certificates, and after they get them they are unable to get employ-

1 9 8 0  r0 n "cco"nt of «b. employers being supposed to h iv e  cerliflcotes.
good men at thp • °n \  V ' . ™ ter I 'v in g . Are you afraid of having explosions through not having 
of service or c o m n p tf 1168 7 a every person in^charge of an engine should have a certificate either

1981 Z?7, i h ° 7^7 S.ee an^ hardship in it, and I  think life and limb would be'a great deal safer, 
come under the A ct °?Z‘ lcnrman- Does tha t apply to gas-engines ?—N o ; gas-engines do not

of them are I™ ^  I- W inter-Irving. Are not most of those engines gas-engines ?— No ; most
exemption contninptf ^11̂ 116?" ai T , 1S superior for cooking purposes. Clause 50 says—“ T he
butchers is herehv tp™ 1» U t u °  n  v / f 6 6  Offences Act 1890 so far as it relates to trading or dealing by 
o’clock on Snnd#iv Pe a . 6  Police Offences A ct of 1890 permits butchers’ shops to open until nine
there shall ho a- majority of master butchers, as well as employes, state tha t they desire
smaller nlnopq m unt ing at all. There are only a few of the unscrupulous master butchers in the
man likes t.n W ^ 6n W? °  d° not know Sunda7 *>om any other day— who trade on Sunday mornings. I f  one
a rest nr nnt- * mi** r6S °n o UU- i ’ a man 011 the other side of the street, who does not care w hether he has 
a rest or not, will open on Sunday to spite his opponent. I  know cases of that sort myself.

The witness withdrew.

Charles Alfred Topp examined.

i qqa* tke H °n' the ^ ha™ an ' ~ W hat are you ?— Under-Secretary of Victoria. 
p n , . ‘ 11 clause 3 of this Bill you will notice tha t four persons are to form a factory, except in the

case o C mese, where one is to form a factory. I t  is suggested that in the furniture trade one should 
form a factory, whether Chinese or European. W hat do you say to th a t? —I  think that reducing the 
number would do very little good generally.

1985. W hy should the number be reduced in the case of Chinese?—I t  is contended that the Chinese 
are an alien race, and can work under conditions under which the Europeans cannot, and it is not desirable 
to compel Europeans to work under conditions that the Chinese can work under.

1986. I  understand the European workmen only want to be put on the same footing as the Chinese ?
Yes ; but I  take it tha t they wish the Chinese to be placed by law under the same conditions as the Euro

peans are by custom. I  he Europeans work only eight hours a day ; they do not live in their work-rooms ; 
and they have to keep a family, therefore their wages must be higher. They want the Chinese to be placed 
under such conditions th a t they will have to ask for similar wages to those a European has.

1987. Evidence was given that to prevent sweating, as far as the furniture trade was concerned, one 
man should form a factory, because one man could turn out a piece of furniture?— There is less objection to 
one man forming a factory in the furniture trade than in other trades, because there are very few men 
working singly in the furniture trade and it would be possible to supervise them.

1988. One Avitness in the boot-trade advocated th a t three should form a factory ?—I  think he was 
under a wrong impression in regard to the outside workers.

1989. In  the same clause, 'sub-clause 2, it was suggested tha t there should be no limit as to hours 
in laundries, provided th a t not more than 48 hours are worked in any week, in order to meet shipping 
requirem ents ; w hat is your opinion as to th a t?— T hat would be the same rule that holds in all factories. In  
any factory you may work as long as you like on any single day, as long as you do not work more than 
48 hours a week. In  this Bill it is proposed to limit tha t for the first time. In  laundries the law could
be made a little  more elastic, say, eleven hours a day.

1990. W ould it be met by the provision of the English A ct as to" overtime, enabling them to work 
overtime not more than three days a week w ithout a permit ?— I think there might be one difficulty— that 
occupiers of laundries and factories might use up their extra hours before the emergency arose ; otherwise 
you m ust credit them with a good deal of foresight. A  ship would come in towards the end of the year, and 
they would find th a t they had used up their 30 days, so they would say the Avashing must go on to Sydney 
if they are not allowed a suspension, and the English A ct does not allow both the 30 days and the suspension 
by the M inister too. The English factory-OAvners have been educated to it, and I  suppose ours could be in time 
too ; but I  th ink the proposal would be unreasonable that they should have a fixed number of days,
which they might take w ithout any permit, and then come to the M inister for a suspension, simply
because they have been extravagant in the use of them, and have used them up needlessly.

1991. Suppose they are limited to 2 0  days in the year and then allowed to come to the M inister?—
I  th ink  they should be limited to one or the other.

1992. W hat is the reason tha t clause 4  should only be extended to certain places in the colony 
rather than applied to the Avhole of the colony a t once ?—I t  is not necessary in the country districts. The 
more stringent the A ct is made the less reason is there to apply it universally.

1993. W ould you not call B allarat and Bendigo in the country ?— N o; the A ct does apply to cities, 
towns, and boroughs, but I  would not apply it to the whole of the places in the colony, whether they are 
cities, towns, and boroughs, or not.

1994. W hat harm would arise ?— I  suppose every blacksm ith’s shop or chaff-cutting place m ight 
have to register in the country districts ; in fact, it is a question whether a farmer might not have to 
register if  he employed more than four men.

199o. B y  the Hon. S. W. Coolce.— Is  it not necessarily limited to four men ?— Clause 4 extends it 
to places where one man is working ; that is what I  was asked. The section means any place employing 
less than  four.



1996. It says power is given _ to the Governor in Council to make all the provisions of the A ct 
apply ; that was not in the original B ill. This clause is taken from the English A ct, under somewhat 
different conditions ?—To some extent. In the English A ct there is no limit to the number, but the 
Secretary of State has power to extend the A ct to trades not in the Schedules, in certain cases.

1997. B y the Hon. IF. I. W inter-Irving.— Would it be necessary to extend the provisions of this 
B ill to little places such as Rushworth or Murchison ?— No, I do not think it would.

1998. B y the Hon. S . IF. Cooke.— I understand your interpretation of this clause to be that the 
provisions of the Factories A ct can be made to apply to where there is only one employe ?— Y es ; under 
section 4.

1999. B y the Hon J. A . W allace.— If that is the case, if a man is employed on a farm, making 
gates or making a bit of furniture, he could be brought under the Factories A ct ?— No ; he must be 
preparing articles for trade or sale on the farm. If you manufacture some of your farm produce on the 
farm and the A ct were extended to the whole colony it would apply.

2000. B y the Hon. T. D . Wanliss.— An old woman using a sewing machine making articles for 
sale could be brought in under the A ct ?—If the Minister so determined.

2001. B y the Hon. W. I. W inter-Irving.— To do that would require an army of inspectors ?— The 
Department has no wish to have every place where one is employed brought under the Act.

2002. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— On the other hand, would it not give a manufacturer an oppor
tunity of going just outside the bounds and starting a factory without being subject to the pains and 
penalties of this A ct ?— That is provided for in clause 5. The Governor in Council may extend the Act to 
auv shire or portion of a shire. H e may extend it to Camberwell, for instance, being a town in the Boroon- 
dara shire. In regard to section 9, I  may say the object of that section is merely to prevent evasion of the 
section dealing with outside work— it is purely for that object.

2003. Have you anything to call attention to before section 15 I—  Some of the manufacturers have 
complained of section 14, as to the power given to the Governor in Council to prescribe the details to be 
kept in the record. The intention of the section is really to bo less irksome than the present section. The 
original section in the Principal A ct requires the age of every person under 20 to be recorded, and the 
particular kind of work every person does. Some of those particulars have been found to be useless, and 
it is not the wish of the Department to trouble manufacturers unnecessarily, so it was thought best to 
leave it to the Governor in Council from time to time to prescribe what statistics were wanted for statistical 
purposes. A t present, whether we want them or not, manufacturers are bound to give them.

2004. Supposing you had a Minister exceedingly fond of statistics?— I have no objection to limiting 
the particulars to some extent; the particulars are meant to be particulars as to work and wages. There was 
no intention to apply for the particulars of manufacture. I  find the English Factory A ct of 1895 now 
requires factory occupiers to furnish annual returns of the number of persons employed, with such par
ticulars as to age and sex as the Secretary of State may direct. That is somewhat similar to ours, and 
shows they are moving in the same direction as ourselves. The penalty there is not exceeding £10, which 
is somewhat heavier than ours. I think there would be no objection to putting in the Words— “ particulars 
as to work and wages, and as to the ages of those under s ix teen ,d is tin g u ish in g  between the young 
persons, the women and the men, and the weekly wages— those are really what are wanted. T he first 
two sub-clauses of section 15 are practically the same as in the present Act. In the third sub-clause there 
is a new requirement, namely, that a copy of the records shall be forwarded to the Chief Inspector 
annually. Objection has been raised to that, but I find in the English Factory A ct of 1895 lists of all 
out-door workers are to be sent in, with the names and addresses of the employes, to the inspector for the 
district twice a year. We only ask for it once a year ; that, again, is a new requirement in the English Act.

2005. What about sub-clause 4— “ and may be published by the authority of the Governor in 
Council that is in direct violation of clause 18 of the A ct of 1891 ?— Yes ; the object of that was to 
endeavour to shame the sweaters.

2006. Do you think it w ill have that effect— it is not limited to them ?—-I certainly think it will 
have some effect, as no person will like to have it published if  he is conscious of giving less than the 
fair wage, which the reputable manufacturer is giving.

2007. How will you ascertain if he is giving those wages ?•—His own returns will show it. The 
returns we get now show that Certain firms pay much less than others.

2008. That is because there is no law ; if thero were a law on the subject would his returns neces
sarily show it ?— Yes, as long as the returns were true. We would have to chock that from time to time.

2009. How could you do that ?— By inquiries. It is pretty well known in the Department which 
are the firms that give low wages.

2010. Do you think those receiving lower wages would disclose it ?— I think so. Here, again,
objection has been raised that trade secrets would be published ; but the intention is merely to publish the
wages for the different kinds of work. I f  it is a fair wage it does the manufacturer no harm.

2011. I  have been struck several times with the remark that the intention of the B ill is so and So. 
Any one dealing with the B ill later on w ill not go by the intention, but by what the clause says. Under 
this clause you can demand any information whatever that is desirable ?— N ot any information whatever. 
The information is defined under sub-section 1. The particulars given there are all that can be published.

2012. You think it would be advisable to give the Governor in Council, who is really the Chief 
Inspector, power to order the publication of this information ?— I can only say it is one way of getting fair 
prices given.

2013. Sub-section 5 says— “ Every person who directly or indirectly issues or gives out or autho
rizes or permits to he issued or given out any material whatsoever for the purpose of being wholly or partly 
prepared or manufactured outside a factory or work-room as articles of clothing or wearing apparel for 
trade or sale shall be deemed to 1)3 the occupier of a factory or work-room for the purposes of this section. 
Is that desirable ?— In this particular respect only. There is a similar clause in the English A ct in regaul
to the records of outside Avorkers. _

2011. How can a firm giving out material to some factory he in any Avay acquainted with the
internal management of that factory ?— They would only be responsible for the person to whom they 
directly give it out. Supposing firm A  gives out material to firms B and C, which again give it ou to 
workmen, firm A  would only be responsible for stating that it gave out the work to B and C, and B and 
C would have to give the details.



2015. The occupier of a factory is responsible for any evasion or breach of those regulations, and if 
section 5 makes the firm who give out the material the occupier and therefore liable, how can the firm 
giving out the material know anything about it ?— If the clause implies that, I do not think it is necessary. 
1 think all that is needed is that the firms shall give the names and addresses of the firms to whom it gives 
out the work. 6

2016. You think that should be omitted ?— Yes ; I  think it is sufficient if firm A  gives the firms to 
whom the work is given, and firm B gives the wages it pays,

2017. You do not want to punish A  for the act of the real occupier of the factory ?—Except in so 
tar as he connives at sweating. If A  gives out work to B, which firm he knows to be a sweating firm 
giving unfair wages under the Act, I think it is intended that he should bear some of the responsibility, 
and that the punishment should not fall entirely on B.

. 2(!18,„ Clause 16 tleals with the permit question) are you of opinion that all the work should be 
done in the factories ?—No.

. 2^ ? ‘ ^ diat exceptions would you make ?—I think that, granting that sweating through outside 
work is to be checked, outside work must be restricted in the way stated here ; that any less restriction 
would not be of any value for the end to be obtained.

2020. Are you of opinion that the outside work has reduced the rate of wages?—Yes, from the 
evidence I  have read. I  have no direct knowledge ; my knowledge is second-hand,

2021. Assuming that to be the case, you think a permit should be issued to those who wish to work 
outside the factory ?— Yes.

2022. Would you make those permits of such a character as to render it almost compulsory for the 
parties applying for them to work in the factory ?— Yes, because I do not think any supervision can be 
exercised over those who have the permits in regard to the number of hours they work, and so on. 
If the permits are very liberal the section will have no effect,

 ̂ , 2023. Even though the Board has arranged what the price shall be for piece-work ?— No doubt 
that is another remedy for the same disease, and it might be a good remedy. A t the same time, the Board 
fixing the price will cause more applicants for outside work. The number of applicants for outside work 
is small, because they are paid so wretchedly. If you compel the factory-owner to increase the price there 
will be a greater number of applicants.

2024. Is there any sin in preferring a private house to a factory ?— No; but at the same time there 
is very little practical check that they are paid the rate of pay they should be, or work the 48 hours.

2025. You heard the evidence o f Mr. Hyman, whose argument in favour of their being brought 
into the factory was that they would be able to earn more money— do you not think that with domestic 
duties and other interruptions the chances are that very few more, if any, than the eight hours would be 
actually worked at home?—-We have evidence that more than eight hours are frequently worked, and also 
that lower wages are paid.

2026. Supposing the pay were better ?—If the pay were better, I  think in a number of cases the 
number of hours worked would be smaller. A  large number of hours are worked to get a living for them
selves and the children.

2027. They do not work for the sake of work; if they could earn the same wages in eight hours as 
they do in eleven, would the majority of them work the eleven hours ?—No, if they could get a living wage 
in the eight hours I do not think they would.

2028. You see no objection to home work provided the pay is sufficient not to compel them to work 
eleven hours ?— The objection then would be that it would be difficult to see that this pay was given. It 
is easy in factories to see that the pay is given; but it would be almost impossible in outside work to see 
that the rate of pay was given.

2029. Though those records have been kept in factories of all the work given out with the amount 
of pay ?— Yes, but the inspectors cannot go round and check them.

2030. What are the inspectors for ?— There are not enough of them; you would want an army.
2031. In the event of those permits being given out, would there be any difficulty in a record being 

kept in the factory of the amount of work given out and the amount of pay given for it ?— There would be 
no difficulty in it.

2032. And the manufacturer would render himself liable to punishment if the records were untrue ? 
— Yes, the difficulty at present is that the outside workers with lower wages are not subjected to the class 
feeling which influences those in the factory. Each outside worker does not know what the other receives 
as all the inside employes do. They are liable to be told— “ If you do not take these at 2s. 6d. I  w ill get 
some one else to do i t / ’ whether that is a fact or not,

2033. If the Board had the prices fixed up in the factory, would that cure it ?— It would be a
check, no doubt. .

2034. Would it not be better to do that than to compel those people to come into the factory It.
depends upon whether you prefer a double-barrelled or a single-barrelled remedy.

2035. Do you like the factories yourself ?— I do not think there is any danger m young women going
into factories more than meets them in other walks of life.

2036. Is that the experience in large manufacturing districts at home, such as Luton, where females
were largely employed ?— I cannot say. .

2037. B y the Hon T, D , JVctnliss.— T>o you not thmk the more home life young girls have the
better ?— The question is,' do they get more home life? They go out at nights, I think, and expose them
selves to much the same temptations as those who go to factories. . . .  . , , . „

2038. I f  they go out in the evening, will that not be aggravated by their having been out in the 
dav-time also ?—A s a rule, they get home from the factories by day light six o clock is the usual time—̂  
and it is a very much safer thing than going out at nine or ten at night. I do not thmk they are exposed
to m u c h  more danger than if they worked at home.

2039. B y the Hon. S. W. Cooke.— It is said that the sanitary surroundings of a factory are better 
than they are at home, and it is better to work in a factory because the air gets changed ; it is not healthy for

eople to work in the same building that they live in ?— No ; that is true in regard to the artisans’ dwellings. 
V e  2040. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— Look at sub-clause 4 of section 16; it says— any one “ who 
receives or has in his possession, custody, or control for the purposes of trade or sale, or who sells or 
exposes or offers for sale any articles prepared in. contravention of such provisions do you think that is



a fair position to put a retailer in who buys his goods from a wholesale firm, and that wholesale firm from 
the manufacturer, and consequently neither of them can have the slightest idea whether the articles have 
been prepared in contravention of the A ct or not ?— I think, subject to sub-clause (a) in sub-section 8, it 
may pass. There is a similar provision as to the sale of meat. The actual vendor of meat is responsible 
unless he can show he has taken all reasonable precautions, and the same holds good with adulterated food.

2041. In this case you have to deal with the fact that the retailer buys from the wholesale man, 
the wholesale man from the manufacturer, and the manufacturer gets the goods made up by women who 
have not a permit ?— Under the Health A ct we get at the persons directly responsible, wherever it is possible.

2042. Is this not on the same lines with sub-clause 5 of section 15 ?— I take it the object of the 
sub-clause is to get information from the person. The inspector goes to him and says— “ I shall sue you 
for the penalty unless you disclose where you got the article from.” I  think the section would be 
administered in a reasonable manner. In that way a person fifth or sixth removed would not be dragged 
before the court unless he had connived at or refused to give the names of the persons from whom he 
bought. Section 57 of the Principal A ct also deals with the case; a person when brought before the court 
can show who was liable.

2043. Y ou first haul him up and then let him off ?— Yes.
2044. What is your opinion about clause 17 ; was it in the original B ill ?— Y es ; it w ill be noticed 

that a Board may be appointed by the G-overnor in Council to fix the price for any particular article of 
clothing or weariug apparel, not clothing or wearing apparel generally, but for any particular articles in 
which it may be necessary ; and the object of the section is to enable the Governor in Council to appoint 
Boards to fix the prices of those comparatively few articles of clothing which are notorious for being sweated. 
Objections, I noticed, were raised by several witnesses in regard to the difficulty of fixing wages and prices 
for such articles as mantles, skirts, millinery, and so on. I  have no doubt there is great force in those 
objections, but it was never contemplated that the Board would fix prices for such elaborate articles of 
attire as those, but there are certain articles of tailoring done by women for which logs have already been 
fixed and worked with success for many years. I  notice Mr. ITarkness said the difficulty is not in arriving 
at prices, but in getting them observed. Mr. Bedggood himself says— “ I  would have no objection to the 
Board having the power to fix prices, but the mode and manner must not be interfered with. We have 
fixed prices but they are not kept, and that is the cause of the sweating.”  Mr. Sniders saw no difficulty 
in fixing prices for outside work, but both he and Mr. Barnett saw difficulties in fixing them for inside work.

2045. Do you think the Board should be appointed by the Governor in Council or elected by the 
different trades ?— Elected, if the machinery can be arranged. The difficulty is in getting the roll of the 
employes. I  have looked through the Councils of Conciliation A ct and find it does not meet the difficulty 
in any way. I t  provides that any number of employes may petition the G-overnor in Council, and 
that the petitioners alone elect the council. That gets rid of the difficulty of the roll ; but it is 
most unsatisfactory, because this council appointed on a petition of twenty may regulate the whole trade. 
Then it provides there shall oe an annual election, but the provision there is that every workman must 
have worked in the district for six  months and at his trade for five years, but the clerk must keep a register 
“ of every person recognised by any body of Avorkmen connected with the trade.” That looks as if it was 
to consist of union men only. The difficulty is increased if  you bring in outside Avorkers to vote. How  
are you to tell that A  is an outside worker ; he may say— “ I have been out of employment for twelve 
months. I  am a worker at trousers when I get the chance.”

2046. Would it not be sufficient if  he held a permit?—Yes, that would meet it, but he might not 
have applied for a permit because he had no chance of getting outside work. I am afraid it would be very 
difficult to get any satisfactory roll of the Avorkers.

2047. Taking the penalties, do you think they are excessive ?—'Yes, I think there is no necessity 
for such penalties. I  see a difficulty was raised as to what would result if the men did not agree to accept 
the prices. It is forgotten that the prices are merely minimum prices. The men are quite at liberty to 
refuse to accept them—it is no breach of the law.

2048. Suppose they willingly agree to a loAver" minimum ?— Then they are liable.
2049. How Avould you punish them ?— Only by a small fine. It would be the employers, no doubt, 

who would have to be punished. In regard to breaches of the Licensing A ct the penalties are all 
one-sided. It is.the person Avho gives the drink, not the one Avho takes it, AArho is punished. In “ treating” 
at elections also, the penalties are one-sided.

2050. You know there is a strong moAmment to rectify that in both instances ?— Yes. Sunday 
trading is the same. I think there are certain offences where properly the penalty may be one-sided. The 
man tempting to the commission of a crime is more to blame than the man who falls under that temptation.

2051. In that case Iioav would you treat an employe Avho, knowing the minimum, comes to a 
manufacturer and says— “ I know the price of this is 3s. 6d., I will do it for 3s.,” whom Avould you punish 
then. That is a case that happens every day ?—'The manufacturer’s position is so much better that he 
ought to be able to resist the temptation.

2052. Are there no poor hard-up manufacturers ?— It is a question whether a small penalty might 
not be imposed in a case of that so r t; but I  do not think it is worth A v h ile .

2053. B y the Hon. S. W. Coohe.— You say the intention of the Board is to fix prices in certain 
classes of work?— Yes.

2054. Suppose the Board is constituted, how is it to know it is only to act in regard to those par
ticular things under this section ?— I  think the Order in Council is to fix Avhat they are to do. The section 
says the order is to be made for fixing the price of some particular article of clothing or wearing apparel.

2055. Neither the Assembly nor the Council can know what is in the mind of the G-overnor in 
Council ?— No ; it is open to that objection. It is left vague because artisans not at present sweated may 
become the subjects of sweating. A t present the complaints of sweating are limited to tAvo or three 
branches of the clothing trade.

2056. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— In clause 18 you have a separate provision for furniture ; why 
is that ?— To give the Council the choice ; the one was in the original B ill, the other Avas added in the 
Lower House.

2057. Which was added ?— Clause 18.
2058. Would not the same provision of Boards apply ?— Certainly; if the Council is prepared to 

add the furniture to the clothing trade the one clause would do. Mr, MacLellan, of F oy and Gibson, gave



some forcible evidence as to the difficulty of fixing tlio prico for niacliinG-madG furniture but he answered 
himself. He said the work was all paid for by the week. The Board would fix both piece prices and 
wage prices. In cases of that sort it would be a wage price where the machine does the work under the 
guidance of an engineer. If the piece price were considered too high the manufacturer would have the 
option of paying weekly wages

2059. B y the Hon. J. A. Wallace.— It  it took one man a day to turn out a dozen table legs, and 
another man turned out 1,000 ?— Then the manufacturer would pay the 1,000 man by the week instead 
of by the dozen.

2060. If he turned^out 1,000 in the same time as the other man could turn out 12, that would make 
a vast difference in the price, but the wages would be the same?— If an employer had a machine for 
turning out 1,000 he would not employ a man who could only make 12.

2061. No, but another manufacturer might?— Then he is driven out of the trade.
2062. The machine man has driven him out of the trade ?—Y e s; he drives the hand-made work out 

of the m arket; that is unavoidable.
2063. You do not call that sweating ?— No.
2064. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— Rave  you anything to say as to clause 19 ?—I think the idea 

under that section is to have only one Board—not a Board for every trade, but one Board to take evidence 
and fix the hours in the different trades.

2065. Would not the one Board for a specific trade be able to do that also I— Y es; but the Boards 
Under sections 17 and 18 are limited to certain articles of clothing and furniture.

2066. B y the Hon. J, M. P ratt.— If you want a technical knowledge of a trade, how can you get 
that in the one Board ?— Only by expert evidence. As to section 21, 1 would like to say that that is 
necessary because, as it has been said, at present if a place becomes dilapidated or unsafe, the local council 
has to be moved in the matter, and the local council cannot close a place unless it is prepared to certify it 
is unsafe for habitation. A  large building may be fit for occupation by one person, but may be quite unsafe 
for 100 to work in. I  can give a forcible instance of that. The Chief Inspector called the attention of the 
local council to a bakery at Echuca. The local council said they could not condemn the building, because 
it only wanted a new roof and the sides patching. They refused to this day to condemn it, though the. 
rain is pouring through the roof and soaking the bread, and the workmen are catching colds.

2067. B y the Hon. N. Thornley.— Do the people still buy the bread ?—I suppose so. There is a 
clause in the English A ct very similar ; it has been found there that it is not sufficient to leave it to the 
sanitary authorities, and section 2 of the last English Act for 1895 enables the court to deal with the 
matter on complaint of the inspector. Coming to section 24, the only addition to sub-clause 1 is limiting 
the number of hours in any one day. There has been no limit hitherto, and it is considered necessary to limit 
it, because cases have occurred where girls have been kept until midnight and then sent home; therefore it is 
necessary to limit it so that they shall be sent home at a reasonable hour, or not later than ten or eleven, a

2068. What is the English Act ?— They cannot work beyond nine o’clock at night. The ordinary 
hours are from six to six, or between seven and seven, and then there is an additional twro hours, six to 
eight, or seven to nine.

2069. B y the Hon. T. D . W anliss.— They have hours for meals out of that time ?—Yes.
2070. B y the Hon. the Chawman.—You think the ten hours should remain ?— I think it might be

extended to eleven, but there should be a limit of that sort to a day—it should not be after the trams 
ceased to run. A  good deal of mention has been made of the last English Act in regard to overtime. 
I  would like to point out to the Committee that this last English Act is a very great advance on the former 
A ct in regard to overtime. In the former Act, overtime could be worked for five days in a week ; the 
last A ct restricts it to three days— the former Act said 40 days in the year ; this last Act says 30 days, and 
there is a very important repeal. The power to vrnrk a young person from fourteen to eighteen years of 
age overtime is altogether taken away, so there is less power now to work young women under eighteen 
overtime than there is under this amending Bill with us. The English Act also prohibits overtime on a 
Saturday or half-holiday. There is no restriction of that sort here. There is a clause prohibiting overtime 
by working in a shop after working in the factory. That is similar to the clause we have in the shops 
portion of the Act. In regard to the proposal to substitute a clause like the English one for ours, I  have 
some statistics to put before the Committee. For the first half of last year, from the 31st of July to the 
31st of January, which is the half in which most overtime is granted, there were only 74 applications from
9 51 5 fa c to r ie s  It seems a pity, in order to accommodate 74 factories, to allow those 2 ,5 lo  factories to
work on 30 d a ;s nine hours aw e^k overtime. They do not do it now, and they do not need it. They 
might do it then, and they would say it was legitimate and recognised as part of the hours of the workers.

2071 Even supposing time and a half were given ?—That would be some check, but still by lowering 
the rate of pay they could make up for the time and a half. If they make up their minds to work for 
30 weeks a year 51 hours instead of 48, they have merely to reduce the pay a little, and they practically

pay for only 48 houm ^  .f the Board fixes the pay ? -T h e  Board only fixes the minimum
2073’. W ill not the Board fixing the minimum mean fixing the maximum m the majority of cases ?

~ YeS,2t074.11As I  matterCof fact, men do not care to work overtime unless they can make something out

° f  lt  ?~oo75 If  vou said— “ You shall not work your employes overtime unless you pay them half as much
. »  1 1 ! / !  I V  x m i n s h l e  c h eck  ? Yes. In regard to the delay under the present system, I

again, wou d that not be a is granted or refused is generally made within four days of the-flnd the statement w h e th e r  .the app .cationis granted o rJ  .» ^ 7
r c o u e s t ,  and the request is generally  made a w een  utnui P - , ,
re<1 2076 . We h ave heard the evidence of several w itnesses w ho say that, as a m atter o f  fact, orders do 
com e in requiring im m ediate execu tion , and thou gh  th ey  work up and try to  finish it  they cannot do so ; 
S a p s  another tw o hours w ill fin ish  it, and th ey  have not tim e to apply  to the D epartm ent for a  perm it 
P T h e answ er to th at is they m ust take the tim e from the n ex t day, work longer hours th at day and  
S o r te r  n e x t day, un less th ey  can in th e  m eantim e g e t a s i is p e n s .o n -th e y  do that, no doubt.

2077 . D o you see any great harm lik e ly  to arise from a llow ing  them  to work one day in  th e  w eek  
.X tra providing th ey  pay tim e and a half ?— I  w o u ld  point out that that overtim e m  E n gland  is  for three  
^ y8 practically  on ly  an hour and a  h a lf per day ; th ey  are a llow ed tw o hours ex tra , but th ey  h ave  to g iv e



half-an-hour extra for meala, so it is only four hours and a half a week they get. It is a reasonable 
alternative, only there must be no suspension by the Minister as well ; they must choose between the 
two.

2078. A t present you give suspension up to three months ?— As a rule it is not more than two 
months.

2079. Yet you say, because this privilege is to he given, which amounts to at the outside five or
six hours a week, you w ill not give the other, so the effect would be to lessen the amount of overtime now
given ?— Y es. I  suppose scarcely any firm gets two months’ overtime now.

2080. Is that because there is not much to do just now ?—It may be so.
2081. Were you present when Mr. Bedggood gave his evidence ?— N o ; but I  read it, and I  read 

the letter he published.
2082. W ill you explain to the Committee your view  of the case ?-—I think Mr. Bedggood’s state

ment is misleading. From his statement it would be inferred that the Chief Inspector had summoned the 
firm and been beaten before application for suspension of section 30 was made, and also that it had been 
represented to the Chief Secretary that the order for W estern Australia would be lost if the suspension 
order were not granted, and the suspension was refused, and another firm which had broken the law was 
granted the suspension. A s a matter of fact, Bedggood and Company applied for a suspension on the 9th 
of October, and the prosecution of the firm was on the 6th of November. The reason actually given by 
Mr. Bedggood was simply “ pressure of work and inability to employ extra hands, having advertised on 
several occasions ; ” but those occasions had not, I  think, been recent ones the Chief Inspector reported. 
There was no special reason given beyond pressure of work, The Chief Inspector informed the Chief 
Secretary and myself that there had been other verbal applications by other manufacturers of boots, and he 
had told them in view of the large amount of unemployed in the boot trade that it was useless asking ; 
they must get other hands, and they had gone away and not applied. On those grounds among others 
Mr. Peacock refused Mr. Bedggood, there being no special reason given for the application.

2083. The reason given was pressure of business ?— Yes.
2084. And other manufacturers also applied upon the same grounds ?— They applied verbally, and 

when they talked it over with the Chief Inspector they admitted the pressure was not so urgent.
2085. There was pressure, otherwise they would not have applied ?— Y es ; no doubt there was an 

increase in business.
2086. Then those manufacturers, who might be supposed to know their own business, were wrong, 

and the Chief Inspector, who was not a man of business, was right, and knew there was no pressure ?—No ; 
but they were able to get outside work to meet the pressure, and there was nothing special in Mr. Bedggood’s 
application.

2087. Is it not possible that a manufacturer may make a certain class of goods and not be able of a 
sudden to obtain workmen who can make that certain class ?— It is possible, but it was his duty to represent 
this. I t  was not for the Minister to ask for his reasons. He ought to state fully and clearly what the 
exigencies of trade were.

2088. Do you not think it was sufficient for a manufacturer who bears a good character and has 
been for many years in the trade to state it was from exigency of business ?— I understand a good many 
come up and have a talk with the Chief Inspector, and do not send in a formal application.

2089. May that not be because they felt it was hopeless ?— I think not.
2090. B y the Hon. J. A. W allace.— I know an instance where they would not send again for a 

permit, and the work has never been done ?— I think it was a false pride. The A ct requires the Chief 
Secretary to be satisfied there is an exigency of trade.

2091. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— Mr. Bedggood says he made an application, and he goes on in his 
letter :— “ He refused it in these remarkable words— ‘ The Chief Secretary considers that no such exigency  
of trade has been shown as would warrant him in complying with your request.’ H ow he arrived^ at the 
remarkable conclusion that we wished to spend our money for lighting our factory at night and running our 
engine solely to work the machines the girls use, just ftfr the pleasure of the thing— not to mention that 
our foremen who recommended this would have to remain to superintend the work— we cannot imagine. 
H e had not the courtesy to ask us to give additional reasons for our request ; he simply treated it as he did 
at the instigation of other parties, whose reasons for such instigation are well known to us, but are a scandal 
to his Department.” Would it have not been reasonable to ask for the reasons ?— W e did so. We did not 
think the reasons sufficient. That stereotyped letter in other cases results in further particulars being given 
and the application being renewed, and then it may be granted.

2092. It goes on to say— “Later in the year, when the season was slacker, another firm applied 
for the right to work overtime. Recognising, no doubt, that after refusing us he could not grant the fresh 
request, though he had no doubt it was reasonable, yet his unreasonable attitude in our case had committed 
him to refusing all applications, he refused i t ; but now, extraordinary to relate, the labour Members 
appear on the scene, and though he knew such an act of favoritism would tell against the B ill before 
Parliament, he granted the request, and to our surprise we were told that the clause in his letter quoted 
above should have read— u The Chief Secretary considers that as the labour Members have not waited upon 
him, no such exigency of trade has been shown as would warrant him in complying with your request” ’ ? 
■r—They were never told that, o f course.

2093. B y  the Hon. J . A . Wallace.— It appears from that that the Chief Inspector leads the lot ?-— 
No. It does not follow, as a matter of course, that I  may not recommend something different to the Chief 
Inspector. The Chief Inspector makes a recommendation on paper ; I  indorse it or otherwise, and it 
goes to the Chief Secretary, who sometimes indorses it and sometimes does not.

2094. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— And all this is necessary to obtain permission for a lot of people 
to work ?— Y es, and the answer can be given on the same day. W ith regard to the other firm, this was 
an application three months later, after a long interval of time ; it was not an application at the same 
time. The Department had no knowledge that the other firm had broken the law. Probably they began 
to work overtime in the early part of the week, meaning to knock off if they did no^ get the suspension. 
There is no reason to believe they broke the law before they got an answer.  ̂ I he Chief Secretary 
authorizes me to say no labour Members appealed to him. There was no political influence in the matter 
at all. This other manufacturer was introduced to him by a Member in the House, and he refused to see 
him. H e said— N o ; call on me at my office in the ordinary course and I  w ill hear what you have to say.



He did call, introduced by no one. l i e  saw the Chief Secretary and myself. Mr. Ord was out of town. 
H e represented further facts. It only wanted two or three days before Christmas and there was an 
urgency in meeting the Christmas orders. He expressed his willingness to com p^w hh all the conditions, 
including paying 1 os. a week and so on. He only wanted it for a few nights. He showed to the satis
faction of the Minister, that refusing it would not give work to anybody else, therefore ’ the Minister 
granted it, as he had done in other eases. So far from the labour MemLrs appro^ingof it, it had “ t been 
granted a week when a labour Member wrote an indignant letter asking for an explanation. Mr. Bedg<rood 
says, in his evidence, it was an order for Western Australia. In his letter to the Argus he gives another
fnT+hl * WaS ° n mg t0 *he SP f ial Patfc®rns1 uot being r.eady- I  may say a word as to the 15s. minimum 

dresses m Cup week. That was fixed by the Chief Secretary, in consultation with the Chief 
Inspector and myself, and it was fixed because the employers had distinctly said they could not get additional 
skilled employes. They did not want ordinary hands for those elaborate Cup dresses. They only wanted 
to employ skilled hands, and although there were plenty of unskilled young women in the market, they 
must have skilled hands. They were taken at their word. If they were skilled hands they were worth 
15s. a week, and, therefore, 15s. was fixed as a low minimum for skilled women capable of working the 
Cup dresses. It seemed a reasonable enough standard to make.

2095. You think the Chief Secretary, the Under-Secretary, and the Chief Inspector were all well 
employed in deciding that Cup dresses should only be made by skilled hands at 15s. a week ?— No, we did 
not decide that. The manufacturers told us that, and we took it as a bond fid e  statement.

. . .  ^ ^ 6 . B y the Hon. S. W. Cooke.— You are aware that a good many English inspectors favour the 
abolition of overtime altogether ?— Yes.

2097. Are there any reasons prevailing in England that would not prevail here ?— There would be 
a larger labour market in England than here. It would be easier for them to get skilled hands, and, to-- 
that extent, there might be less reason for allowing overtime.

2098. The argument there of the inspectors is that a woman might get gradually educated to 
ordering her goods in time. Could the public get educated to ordering their dresses in time for the Cup ?

?". the resident people here would. There would be a temporary loss from visitors from the
adjoining colonies. Ladies from Adelaide and other colonies ordered their dresses three or four days before 
the Cup, and 'did not mind what price they paid. In regard to the revocation of the suspension by the 
Minister, in sub-section 3, that is put in with the intention merely that the revocation shall be made in 
case of a breach of the conditions, and there would be no objection to those words being put in. A t present 
one cannot proceed against a firm for breach of conditions—it is not an offence to break the conditions. 
That must be provided for in some way. There are two ways of doing it. You may either give the- 
Minister power to revoke the suspension, or you may give power to proceed for a breach of conditions. 
It  was considered the simpler way to give the Minister power to revoke.

2099. jBy the Hon. J. A . Wallace.— He may grant a suspension and stop it at any time he thinks 
proper ?— There is not the least objection to give the reason for the revocation. Sub-clause 3 (<z) of section 
27 has been ridiculed as to evidence that work is carried on if  noise is heard inside that would indicate 
work. I  am afraid that is essential. I f  you went to a Chinaman’s factory at ten o’clock at night, the 
Chinaman would never let you in until he had put away all his tools and work. You would never catch 
him.

2100. B y  the Hon. the Chavrma/n.— Would that not apply to Europeans [as well ?—If there were a 
clause applying to Europeans’ work it would, but there is no similar clause applying to the European work.

2101. B y the Hon. T. D . Wanliss.— Would it not be as well to apply it to Europeans ?—No, because 
it is only Chinese who are required to knock off at half-past seven. The European day is an eight-hour day.

2102. B y  the Hon. the Chavrmem.—I understood various witnesses to say they had no objection to 
come under the same conditions ?— No, I believe they have not. Mr. Turner’s objection as to engine-drivers 
is met by section 2. It is a mistake to suppose, however, that a small boiler is safe for any one to manage 
In regard to section 37, Mr. Bedggood thought that this was provided for sufficiently by the, Employers’. 
Liability Act. That A ct merely enables the employes to have the same civil remedies as outsiders for 
any injury done to them. There is nothing in it with regard to protecting machinery.

2103. What about clause 43, “ Hours of work of young persons and women in shops limited” ?—
I  agree with the suggestion Mr. Ord made that extra time might be allowed on the day before a public 
holiday. In regard to some shops being allowed to close on Saturday instead of any other day, it would be 
necessary to restrict that to Melbourne, otherwise if it were made general a shop in Prahran might do a 
thriving trade on the Wednesday afternoon, when all the other shops were closed, and close on the Saturday.
That would break down the half-holiday.

2104. It is the same in Melbourne now. A ll the Bourke-street shops do not close on Saturday J  
— The Bourke-street shops do not compete with the Collins-street ones ; they have a character of their 
own.

2105. B y the Hon. T. D . Wanliss.— & shop that opened on Wednesday would lose much more by 
closing on Saturday ?— Some small shop might think— “ There are a certain number of people who forget 
Wednesday is a half-holiday ; I  will get a certain amount of trade by opening on Wednesday.

2106. Then he must close on Saturday ?— Yes. ,
2107. What do you think about waitresses ?—I think they are required to work very long hours.
2108. Longer than domestic servants ?— They are not on duty longer, but they aie longer on 

their feet. A s to nurses, I  can send you a return of the hours of the nurses m the three hospitals m

Melbourne.^ ^  Andersen recommended that the time in clause 48 should be one instead of eleven ?—
I  think it would be better to put “ a specified hour,” so that different hours should be provided for the 
different trades, if necessary. Let it be specified in the regulations. .

2110. You would leave that to the Minister ?— Yes; it is left to the local councils now. It is to 
be done on petition, and that petition would probably name an hour. _ .

2111- Under clause 51 it is proposed to adopt the New Zealand practice of closing at a fixed hour 
and keeping the employes half-an-hour longer ?—I think some other provision is necessary to secure the 
half-holiday for the employes. I  am afraid that in sub-section 2 of section 31 “ and taken is necessary 
otherwise the law would be a dead letter.

[Fa c t o r i e s .  H



2112. Do you see any objection to altering the time, twelve months, in clause 52, to two months ?—1- 
N o ; there is no objection to making it two months for general offences and tw elve months for stamping 
things. In  clause 58, sub-section 6, the last words— 66 includes persons having a Chinese father and mother,” 
are unnecessary. I t  originally stood— “ person having a Chinese father or mother/"’ and it was necessary 
then; now it is a truism, because a person having a Chinese father and mother is necessarily a Chinaman.

2113. B y  the Hon. S. W. Cooke.— Do you think it would be possible to limit the hours of outside 
workers ?— No.

The witness withdrew.

John Garrow examined.
2114. B y the Hon. the Chairman.—-What are you ?— A  journeyman baker. I represent the Operative 

Bakers’ Society.
2115. What clauses do you wish to refer to particularly ?—There is very little reference made to 

our grievances; there is only clause 19 referring to the 48 hours. W e feel the most aggrieved individuals 
in existence as far as sweating is concerned. W e have used all the influences we can, and in every way 
we possibly could. We sent a copy of clauses that we wished inserted to all the Members of Parliament 
when the B ill was about to be framed) and we had great expectations that we would be recognised in some 
way or another ; but we have been all but left out, except in clause 19.

2116. What are the other points you refer to ?—The four men constituting a factory, that is really 
of no importance to us, inasmuch as the shops that are against the employers who comply with our reason
able demands, do not employ four men, and in many cases not more than one ; those are the employers who 
supply the cheap article, and they harass "the employers who are willing to give what we reckon a fair 
and reasonable demand.

2117. Do you think the number to constitute a factory is too large ?— Y es, it should be reduced to one.
2118. B y  the Hon. J . A . Wallace.— That would include the men who make Scotch pies, where.there 

is only one employed ?— There are three of those small employers to one other ; but the ones who employ 
society labour are the largest employers. The employers have admitted to me that they get their work 
done better and more satisfactorily in the eight hours than they used to get in the tw elve hours, and from 
my own experience that is a fact.

2119. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— You recommend all bake-houses to be constituted factories, and 
the maximum number of hours worked by bakers to be eight hours a day, or 48 hours a week. Your 
Board would decide the hours should they be appointed by the Governor in Council ?— I would sooner see 
the Board consist o f an equal number of representatives appointed by the employers and employes.

2120. H ave you no rule for your trade as to working eight hours a day ?■— Yes.
2121. Is it not kept?— There are under 200 members of the Operative Bakers’ Society, and there 

must be 700 or 800 bakers in and around Melbourne. W e have spent fabulous sums of money trying to 
educate the public to deal with those who deal with us fairly. We have paid as much as £2,000 per annum to 
unemployed men, to keep them out of those non-society shops, and still we do not seem to gain any ground) 
but rather lose it. W e have felt the depression that has been all over the world ; and I must say, on 
behalf of the employers, that I was surprised they did not think of reducing the wages long before they 
did. It has come to this now : that we have married men, with families, glad to go up the country and 
work for 20s. a week and “ found.”

2122. How would this B ill meet the case ?— If the 48 hours were made compulsory it would benefit 
us. We are of opinion that unless we get legislation we are in such a bad condition that we have very 
little hopes of making any progress whatever.

2123. You think 48 hours would give employment to a few more men ?— To all the men that we 
have got at the present time. The insanitary condition under which a great amount of bread is made is 
something extraordinary. If the public knew it they would rise in revolt against it. A  great many of our 
leading workmen, in years gone past, have left the society, and have become employers, and they are 
among the worst.

2124. B y the Hon. T. D. Wanliss.— Is there no inspection o f those insanitary shops ?— There is 
supposed to be, but it has never been put into execution. They are not factories, hence my objection to 
the four men constituting a factory. The shops where there are four men are under sanitary conditions ; 
but where there is only one man employed he sleeps in the bake-house, works any and all hours, and injures 
the employers who deal justly with their men.

2125. The next point is that employes should sleep on the premises ?— Y es.
2126. Section 22 would meet that. I f  the number constituting a factory were reduced to one, that 

section would cover it ?— Yes.
2127. B y the Hon. J. A . Wallace.— Supposing there are two young ladies making gingerbread, and 

oatmeal cakes, and thistle cakes, and another one keeps a shop and sells them, those two girls would come 
under the A ct ?— I do not think so. During my experience I  have never heard of such a case. ^

2128. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— “ N o apprentices to be indentured under sixteen years of age, 
that could hardly come under this Act. Then you go on— “ A  minimum wage of 45s.” I f  a Board is 
appointed the Board would have to deal with the wage question ?— W e are not very particular about that. 
We reckon we are not working under a lower figure than our employers can afford in this depressed time. 
A t a meeting between the employers and employed about the wages (the minimum wage was then £ 2  10s.), 
some of the employers expressed themselves as being very sorry that they were not there to advocate an 
increase instead of a decrease. That shows the harmonious feeling prevailing, and I am sure if good times 
come round again the employers would not object for a moment to giving us a rise.

2129. W hat else do you w ish to say ?— There is nothing else. _
2130. It all comes to this, that if  the A ct makes one a bake-house it will meet your view s in that 

respect, and if a Board is appointed by people of your own trade it can fix the hours of labour; and a slight
alteration of section 22 would meet the case of sleeping ?— Y es. _

2131. B y  the Hon. S. W . Cooke.— H ow  would the fact of all those bake-houses being brought 
under the A ct give more employment ?— Because the 48 hours would be introduced; consequently t ere 
would be more men employed. We feel that the 48 hours would do good, and that the one man consti 
tuting a factory would improve the sanitary conditions. I  may also refer to the fact of legislation



askecl for to get a kalf-koliday for the carters. I  have not heard an employer or a carter who has advo
cated the half-holiday. They are getting a holiday a month now, and it is working harmoniously with the 
employers outside as well as inside ; they are perfectly satisfied.

2132. You do not want clause 51 to apply to bakers ?—-No.
2133. I f  more people are required to make the same amount of bread, bread will go up in price ^  

N ot necessarily It will bring those people who are underselling the employers who are just and fair up 
to the level of the others ; they will have to get a better price.

The witness withdrew.

Henry Hurst examined.
2134. B y the Hon. the Chavrrrum.—What are you ?-—A master baker. I  represent the Master 

Bakers Association;
2135< Have you anything to add to Mr. Garrow’s evidence ?—I agree in the main with what he 

said, but we object to clause 48, u Restriction on delivery of bread, meat, or milk on certain day in each 
week. It states in the B ill that no bread shall be delivered after eleven a;m. We say that is unworkable. 
We have had meetings with our employes, and ive both agree that it could not be done, and if the Act 
continues in its present form it will be a dead letter ; there will be no holiday at all. The Act says it 
depends upon a petition sent in by a majority, and no majority will ever send in such a petition; Instead 
of that, we are in favour of having a whole holiday a month legalized.

21o6. Is that your present practice ?— Yes. It is an arrangement we have been carrying out for 
some months past, and we find it works very well, to the satisfaction of the employe and the employer, and 
the minimum inconvenience of the general public. Our reason for being opposed to the half-holiday each 
week is that it cannot be done. It is practically impossible to do it. There is no analogy between 
ourselves and the butchers and the milkmen as regards delivery. The milkmen can supply the whole of 
their customers in their first delivery, and can manage with their half-day in the week by giving extra in 
the morning. The butchers’ delivery is practically all over before dinner, but bakers* carts are delivering 
bread as late as six and half-past six in the evening; They start at six and seven in the morning, and are 
out until after six in the evening ; so that to supply those customers with bread one day a week before 
dinner could not be done. The only way to do it would be for our afternoon customers to get a double 
supply every Tuesday, and that wrould be inconvenient to the general public. We find that the present 
arrangement which we are carrying out with the carters and ourselves of a monthly holiday is satisfactory, 
and we are in favour of its being legalized.

2137. Without specifying the day ?—Yes. We take Wednesday now ; it is most convenient. We 
do not want the day specified.

2138. B y the Hon. S. W. Cooke.— How do you manage to supply your customers on that day ?—  
We do not supply them at all. We give them double the supply the day before. You might not object 
to having a double supply one day a month, but you would object to taking it one day a week, as well as 
on Saturdays. The next point is that we are in favour of one man constituting a factory in the baking 
trade. We also are in favour of this Board being appointed, but not being appointed by the Governor in 
Council. It should be nominated by the employers and the employes, and that body of four, or whatever 
the number might be, should appoint the chairman. Failing to agree upon a chairman, then the Governor 
in Council might appoint one of the County Court Judges, if it was possible, of any one else; but I  do not 
think the Board would fail to appoint one.

2139. What would constitute the right to vote among the employes in getting a roll of employes ?—  
Let them register. The reason we are anxious to see the Board appointed is to legalize the hours of labour 
and the rate of pay. A t present our trade is in a very bad condition. I think there is more sweating 
carried on in the baking trade than in any other trade in Victoria. In our directory we find there are 
between 350 and 400 people in the metropolitan area carrying on the business of master baker, and there 
are only 50, or less, who employ Union labour. The Union terms consist of eight hours a day, with the 
minimum wage of £ 2  5s. a week, and Is. an hour overtime ; on the other hand there is the vast majority 
over 300— who are working oil sweating principles—that is, long hours and short pay. I do not say the 
whole of them are doing so, but great numbers of them are, and I have in my possession affidavits that have 
been made by workmen, which I am willing to place before the Committee. We have eleven affidavits 
altogether of men working from twelve to fourteen hours a day, with eighteen and twenty hours on 
Saturday, for as low as 12s. 6d. a week and their meals. That is the lowest wage we have g o t ; there are 
others at 15s. and £1.

2140 B y the Hon. the Chairman.-^Single or married men?—Tn one case he is a married man with 
four children. We complain, on the other hand, that those who employ Union labour only employ their 
men eight hours a day, and pay a minimum wage of £2  5s. We do not necessarily mean that every 
employer should employ Union labour, but that they should only have reasonable hours and get reasonable
wages in return. , , . ,  • ->

2141. Would the Union men consent to work alongside non-union men . JNo.
2142. Then you either compel the outside men to become Union men or not to have the work ?—If 

the Board were to legalize the hours perhaps they would do so. Why should those men work alongs.de 
the other men who have never contributed one penny to the Society, u w o are wi lug o come m a

take aU a d ^ n t ^ s  ? ^  ^  compel them to come into the UnionJ—If the Board would legalize the
hours of labour it would apply to the Union as well, so they would all be on a level footing then.

2144. Granting thft, would they be content to work together f -I  think so, under those conditions.
2145. B y the Hon. J. A . W allace.— Suppose the minimum wage is £2 5s., what will you do with 

the old hands who are not able to do a good day’s work 1— You would not expect a man to do what you
would not do yourself. . , , n

2146. Suppose the hours were limited to eight, would you give them employment at all if  you 
could get a younger man to come in and do the work ?—Not if X could get a bettei man. The minimum 
wag© is right in itself ; every man does not work for the minimum wage, dhe better men get fai more than 
£2 os. a week. I  pay far better wages than that. That is the minimum ; the minimum does not become 
the maximum in our trade.

The witness withdrew«



James Morris examined.
2147. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— What are yon ?— Secretary of the Victorian Milkmen’s 

Association. The first clause that concerns us is No. 39, as to the metropolitan district. We would like 
the metropolitan district extended to Brighton and Northcote. We would like to take the whole of the 
metropolitan district at once, or, at any rate, half of it. The next are clauses 48 and 49, on the restriction 
of the delivery of milk. I  wish to support the stoppage of the delivery of milk at eleven o’clock on 
Wednesday and Sunday. W e have had a voluntary arrangement with the master dairymen since the 1st 
of May ; that has worked very well with the exception of one or two in every district. In Brighton it is 
not observed very w e l l ; but in most of the districts it is observed very well.

2148. You deliver your milk before eleven o’clock in the morning ?— Yes.
2149. What becomes of the afternoon m ilk?— For the past ten years a large majority of the milk 

vendors have delivered the milk only once on Sunday ; and in Bendigo they only deliver milk once every 
day ; not only that, but most of the milk that is delivered in Melbourne and suburbs is milked the evening 
previous. There is always a surplus of milk from the morning’s milking ; it is more than is sufficient for 
the afternoon delivery, so every day they have a surplus, and it would be no hardship for them to have a 
little more surplus to make into butter, or anything of that sort. W e want to legislate against the few  
who have evaded this arrangement.

2150. Have you had any complaints about the milk going bad ?— The milk goes bad if  you do not 
take care of it, but there are no extra complaints about the holidays ; the public have supported it very well.

2151. Do you supply the hospitals ?— Our Association would not object to the hospitals being 
served. They might be exempted from the provisions of the B ill. I  think they are served twice on 
Wednesdays and Sundays.

2152. Why should the hospitals require it more than a private house ?—If there was sickness in a 
private house— we do not wish to stop the sale of milk altogether; so if  anybody was ill and required milk 
they could run to a dairy or shop and get it.

2153. B y the Hon. J . M . P ra tt.— You would bring in milk to the town dairies so that they could 
supply it ?— Yes, it is simply to stop the delivery of it, so as to give the carters a half-holiday. The milk 
delivered in the morning comes long distances, as much as 60 miles.

2154. B y the Hon. W . l .  W inter-Irving.— What do you do with the morning’s milk?— There is 
always a surplus, and they must do something with it. There is always milk that is not required for the 
afternoon’s delivery. They either make cheese or butter of it, or send the cream to the creameries or dis
pose of it in some way or other.

The witness withdrew.
Robert Walker examined.

2155. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— What are you ?— President of the Master Dairymen’s Associa
tion. W e take a slight exception to section 48.

2156. Do you take the same exception as the previous witness?— No. We want the time extended 
to one o’clock. W e have no objection to eleven o’clock on Sunday, but on Wednesday we would like the 
time extended to one o’clock for good and sufficient reasons.

2157. Are the employes agreeable to that ?— I have not consulted them.
2158. You are not as harmonious as the bakers ?— We are fairly harmonious, but our men as a rule 

are pretty selfish; they do not study our customers or the public. I f  the time is extended to one o’clock we 
can get an early supply of morning’s milk and serve a second supply to people who are sick, and that will 
still give them the afternoon.

2159. B y the Hon. J . M . P ra tt.— Does one o’clock mean the time they should return to the dairy or 
leaving time ?— N ot to serve after one o’clock. We should also much rather have the Governor in Council 
take the thing in hand instead of the local councils, because some may agree to compel all dairymen in a 
large district to comply with the A ct, and others may not. I  remember when the Shop Closing A ct was 
put in force, the Collingwood Council, of which I was a member, compelled the Collingwood shops to close 
up, and the Fitzroy Council allowed their shops to keep open ; so one side of the street was open and the 
other shut, and I  think it would be the same with this. I f  some councils allowed the carts to go out and 
others did not, it handicaps those who cannot go out. There is another thing in regard to clause 32, where 
you have to have certificated engine-drivers for boilers. I t  mentions creameries as being exempt, but it 
says nothing about dairies. W e would rather not leave the matter in the hands of the Chief Inspector, 
and then we would know what we would have to look forward to.

The witness withdrew.
James Morris recalled and further examined.

2160. B y the Hon. the Chairman.— What do you say about one o’clock ?— If one o’clock is the law  
there will be a large number of employes who w ill get off at eleven o’clock, but it w ill be the means 
of causing a great number to work until two or three o’clock. Some of the country milk arrives in 
Melbourne about half-past ten ; other country milk does not arrive until about two o’clock. It would be 
impossible for a dairyman who received the country milk at two o’clock to send his carts out twice, because 
his milk would not be in until two o’clock. The man who gets his milk at ten o’clock would send his carts 
out, and the men would have to do their two trips Avhere the other men would not.

2161. It would be a great convenience to the public to get the fresh milk ?— I do not see where the 
convenience comes in.

2162. B y the Hon. J. A . W allace.— Can you see any difference between the butchers and the 
milkmen ?—When the butchers have finished delivering their meat, all they have to do is to put the basket 
in the shop, put the horse in the stable, give him a rub over, and their work is done. The milkman has 
his cans to wash out and to put away, and to attend to his horse as well ; there is not less than an hour’s 
work In very few dairies is there a man kept for that purpose. The man who does the round has to wash 
his cans when he comes in, so it would really mean two o’clock. Suppose a man is supplying milk, his 
dairy is in Collingwood, and he is delivering milk at the lower end of Richmond, it would take him half- 
an-hour to get home ; but even one o’clock would be a concession. The voluntary arrangement has worked 
very well, but we want to make it compulsory on the few to abide by the arrangement.

The witness withdrew.
A djourned.



MILDTJRA IRRIGATION TRUSTS BILL.

P E T I T I O N .

To t h e  H o n o r a b l e  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  t h e  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e

C o l o n y  o f  V i c t o r i a .

The humble Petition of the Undersigned 
R e s p e c t f u l l y  s h e w e t h  :

1. That your Petitioners are creditors of Chaffey Brothers, Limited, and have advanced large sums of 
money on mortgage of land and other securities at Mildura on the faith of the existing law.

2. That the B ill before your honorable House, intituled An Act to constitute Irrigation Trusts 
within the Irrigation Colony of Mildura, would seriously and injuriously affect the interests of your 
Petitioners.

3. By the third and seventh clauses of the proposed Bill various liabilities are imposed on persons 
or corporations other than the Messrs. Chaffey or Chaffey Brothers, Limited.

4. That the operations of these will prejudice the security of your Petitioners.
5. That the provisions of section 6 Avould injuriously affect your Petitioners and would vest in the 

First Mildura Irrigation Trust property which does not belong to it.
6. That clause 9 imposes a charge upon land mortgaged to your Petitioners in respect of past rates 

from which your Petitioners derive no benefit, and is otherwise inequitable, *
7. That clause 153, sub-clause 1, would prejudicially affect any proposed dealing with the land or 

any re-organization of the company or Irrigation Settlement.
Your Petitioners therefore pray that your honorable House will make such amendments in the 

proposed B ill as will remove the above-mentioned grievances.
And your Petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The Bank of Victoria, Limited, J . D. L a w , General Manager.
The Union B a n k  o f  Australia, Limited, G. T. B a k e r ,  Acting Manager.
The National Bank of Australasia, Limited, F. G. S m i t h , Chief Manager.

Ordered by the Legislative Council to be printed, 1 \th  December, 1895.
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